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_ THE FOREIGN SERVICE
B37.65, 5=10340 OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

No: 219
Amerd cen dubasay

Habana, MNerca o, 1948
RESTRICTED

Subjeet: Labor Interest in Cuban kerchsnt Marins
Activated by Recent Ship Purchases,

The Honorable
The Secretary of State,
Weghington, D. C.

Sir: . k&ﬂ vﬁh

I have the honor to report that ths racaent
acquigition by the Cuban Government of four merchant
vessels eappears to have stirred renewed interest on
the part of labor in the development of Cuba’s
merchant marine and in the edoption of nationalistic
shi pping messures,

At the Fifth Congress of the National Maritime
Workers' Federation held in Habana in February (See
%, Bmbassy's Raport No., 32 of February L, 1948) the
subject of Cuba's merchant marine constituted one of
the principal toples of the deliberations at the
Congress and numerous resolutions were adopted in
this connection. Among these, the following are
deemed particularly worthy of notice:

l. To request the Government urgently to
conduect negotliations for the purchase of

two tanker-ships, in view of the difficulties
being encountered in obtaining adequate
supplies of gesoline and obther petroleum
products.

2, To request the Government to designate
& commuission to study the purchase of
additional vessels for coastwise traiiic,
transportetion of fruits and vegetables; g;
fishing operations etc;,(Thls,resolutlon :
contained the further statamen';that it

30 of such vessels t
in the United Stat ")“

3, To requegt the Go
the posaibility Qfé'f”

sugar.
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Amerlcan smbassy, Habgena

Despstch No, 219
March 16, 1948
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RESTRICVED
Lo To preotest energetizail, Lo L.«
Government cn account of Ll cillivery
of the "Paula" dociks in Hubona 1ooa

"foreign company whinch opelol-s ~ocuabaetlns
ships at lcw cost and prejudiices Lu
developmeant of the Cuban morchant aorins",

5 To request the Govern.. ' o ~onstruct
@ dry-dock or shipyard wit: - .oacity for
20,000 tons of sidpping, «ud -+ proaibis

the repuir of Cuban vessels abraoad  Genevor
said repairs can be effected i vslly ot
less cost,

6, To take necessary steps (¢ insure
enforcament of labor regulations af? ~ting
Seatreain and carferry vessels and 4o
prohibit the entry into service of new
vessels of this type which carry laden
trailers and trucks.

Several days after the Congress, representatives
of the Maritime Workers' Federstion met wiih representa-
tives of Cuban shipping companies and it was agreed
to constitute a "management~labor bleoc™" in defense of
the Cuban merchant marine, It has been annouanced that
at its next meeting, the "bloc"™ will propose that the
"Paula" docks in Hebana be devoted exclusivelw to the
service of Cuban vessels amd that discussgicons will alao

kﬁe conducted on the subjeect of "the scicut:lic

egulation of Seetrein and carferry vesaclis, whicn
hinder the development of Cuba's merciont zarine®.
These events presage an intensificatiocn of the highly
nationalistic sttitude meinteined hy Cuban laber on

the gubjest of shippirg aund the peossible formulation

of new demends aimed at reducing the competition of
forelgn vessels. In the past, Cuban lubor nas advocated
that whenever an adequate number of Cuban ships should
be svallable fer service; the Congresas should: enact
legislation requiring that a fixed percentage of Cuba's
forelgn trade should be carried in Cuben bottoms,

Respectfully yours

For the .

FDesvernine/lda





