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The Honor a bl e 

Sir: 

The S ecretary or Stet e .• 
Was hingt on , D , Co 

I have the honor to r epor t t ha t tlJe r ec 9ll t 
acquisition by the Cuban Government of fOll r mercil ant 
vessels appears to have stir red reJlewec1 i nter est. on 
the part of labor in the d ev el opment 01' Cuba ' s 
merchant marine and in the adoption of nati onali. s tio 
Shipping measures. 

At the Fifth Congress of the Nationa .l N"llilritime 
.... ~ Workers' FederatIon held in Habana in February (See 

i ~ Embassy ' s Report Noo .32 of February 4, 1948) the 
6~ subjeot of Cuba's merchant marine cons t.it.uted one of 

~ the principal topics of the deliberat i.ons at the 
,/\ ' Congress and numerous reso1uti ons wer e adopted in 

It? this connection. Awong these, the following lire 
deemed partioularly worthy of notice : 

1. To request the Government urgently to 
conduct negotiations tor the purchase of 
two tanker-ships, in view of the difficulties 
being encountered inobta1.ning adequate 
supplies of ga soline aM. other patro1.elllll 
products . 

2. To r6G Uest the 
a commi ss ion tost 
additi on~l vessels 
transprirtationof 
fishing operations 
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American ~mbas sy, Habana 
Despatch No. 2 19 
March 16, 191.8 
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41> To pr ot est e.:1 e rcet :~ :. : B j ; :: ! ,,_~ l .. r: 
Gov ernment o n ac t: ounl, c t' ~ :1'...· -: '. !. ::"! ~ ;'I 
of t he "Paula" do cks 1 n li l,i .. .. ' : :; 1 ,; IJ 

tt.for e i g l1 conlpany wh i !"~h (:p~ ·! ;· ;_-,l ... . :;. '·(:;I i f; '-.: ·_ :n .~ 

ships at lew cost and P!." ".::l': ic., ,:,' ; '.:1 
developme :lt o f t.hE'! Cu ban i:I !,'~r ci l~~'Jt .J CI_t ; 1") :" . "Q 

5" fro r eque s t th e Gov e r' ! : I ' : " ~'(" l~:::>l,r\ j ( t 
Ii dry - d,ock or s hipy;ard. ':1 ~:. ,, ;,; .;i ty fcc 
20,000 t o ns o f siLi,l'11J. nt . " ~, 'I, ; . , ['!' (', i b:, ~ 
the repuir o f Ctlb an V l.? s s t: ' ! :-; ; ;L ~ · :.~ .:Hl , .J.~n v v':1' 
said r epairs ~ an O I;J e f fe ~~ t ~-:,-i j "\ ": n 11 y '" 1.­
less cost. 

6. To take necessary st e:ps to ,i n s Ul">: 
enforcement of labor regulatio!ls <if f' ,c c ing 
Seatrain and carferry ves o; e l s and t c 
prohibit the entry into s e rviCe of new 
vessels of this type whicb. carry l"d~n 
trailers and trucks, 

Several days after the Congress , r epre s entatives 
of the Maritime Workers' Federstio 11 met wi ':.h representa­
tives of Cuban Shipping cCllJl.panies and it W8.S ligreet't 
to constitute a "management-la bor bloc " in defense ,,:,", 
the Cuban merohant marine. It h8.s been announced that 
at its next meeting, the "bIo;:. " will propose tha t th~ 
"Paula" docks in Habana be devoted exclusivo'.,· t o the 
service of Cuban vessels ani that dis<Jussioll,s \Ji1.l, a1.30 

/l (be conducted on the subject of "tbe sal. e ,, :·,', i'i ,: 
~\\ 'b'Dregulation of Seatrilin and carfel'ry '': CG, 'J ''' ib, wlli, c i.\ 

\ ~ hinder the development of Cuba ' s mOl' <: l: , ' o'l ;;!l.lri,ne " o 
~ These events presage an i.ntensifi catio J] uf' the b..i.gllly 

0' nat ionalistic Il tti tude lIlAI intai ned by C ubllI! l.abor :.) J1 

~ the sllbje ,;,t of s!l1pping "nd the pos sible .corll!ultlt, ion 
l\.) of new demands aImed at reducing the ':!o:n,pet,it l ol1 c:f 

foreign vessel s. In the past, CUb iiUl lUL'oT IlI_S advocut.ed 
that whenever an ii deq,uete IllUllber 01' Cuban shi sho uld 
be available fOr serv1~o " .... 
legislation req,uiring 
foreign trade ' should . be 
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