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I have the honor to enolose the original and 

translation of an artiole appearing in the J\Ilguet 28 
issue of PRENSA LIBRI: entitled 'Cube. has Given the 
Unlted States One Billion Dollars ae its War Contri
bution from pearl Harbor to Date'. 

This is about as absurd an artiele ae has IIppear
ed in the Habana pre ss tor some tim.. The burden of 
the writer's thesis is that Cuba lost tl,ooo,OOO 1n 
its sales t& us ot sugar and other raw materials; 
that this was a contribution to the war; end thst lie 
pay thell baok with warnings, scoldings, threats, eto. 
Cubans arellrged to assert themselves. 

While nolIBPciJ:'t811~/;welgbt should be gi ven to thi s 
outburst, it isneverth~less oharaoteristio ot a oertain 
type ot Cuban Illnd. rortunately the .segment of the 
CUban people who reason thl s way is small, but they are 
more numerous than one might think. Cubans as a whole 
enjoy mental gYllllaatios but 00 not take them too ser
iously even though in large doses. 

.Also tJiersilil to be oonsidered the souroe ot the 
article. PREJf$ALIBBJ: ie opposition journalllhloh 
is tightiilgtor its Batista tormerlypullp-
ed extraordinary 8WRS into the and it 
is noll eo it I twill 
print 00 
or in ... · .... ' ..... 
or late it 
nUile roue ... bana 
arid<dep art_ht 
pay up or 
be/iput 
ing 
it 
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1. Olipp1ng troll PRENSA LlBRE, 
August 28, 1945 

2. Translat10n thereot 

anei hectograph 
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1(\J1gust 23ji 
No 0 1 to (Ie spat eh No 
11945 from the Embassy 

15/S 
at RBl.bM.IJ:. 

yr'I'O!i). the Hebane. ne1?i spaper mNSA LIBRE 
dated August 28, 1945 

ESOS HA DADO CUBAA EST ADOS 
DOS COM CONTRIBUCI DE 

ERRA DE HARBOR A fE-C 
a :L10, que era el recio ·usto n lfl fl 

dan los ~~~¥!~:L~~~~~i~i~ timos a 
careros y. 
cubanos. 

La zafra de 1942, que ascendi6 & 
4.323,123 toneladll8 laTgas, deducido el 
consumo,,~e fijamos par 10 alto en 
279,000 t~adas, se vendi6' al 
de 2.65 '':'\lhtavos Ja libra, . a 
$240.059,141,28, y como . 

Con'tlnttaen 



310eure No. 1 to o.e spat ch 1'10 0 1515 
IB,t 2g, lfil45 from th@ J!l:liIIbalSS Y a'G Hab al.'lB' 

1m the Hebana newspa.per P'RENSA LI BRE 
dat ed AUgust 2g , 1945 

DADOCUBAA ESTADDS 
~ , CONTRIBUCI DE 

HARBOR A FEe 

Nuestra Contribuci6n 
e Guerra 
,:La Republica de Cuba he; conthbuido al es' 

fuerzo de guerra, d~sde Pear(Irilr!i:Q'r, !!§';1' mas'de 
1HL MILLONES DE PESOS. , 

Cifrw 8stron6mica que hara someir a 
los incredulos y cipayos. pero que es 
rigurosamente cierta porque la respal
dan los numeros'y lo~ hechos que r'emi. 
limos a lOB matematicos, expertos nzu .. 
careros y. exportadores de productoa 
cubanos. 

La znfra de 1942, que ascendi6 a 
4,323,123 toneindas IaTgas, dcducido el 
consumo, que fijamos por 10 altu en 
279,000 tonelndas, se vendi6 al precio 
de 2,65 centavos In libra, igual a 
$240,059,141.28, y como pudo venderse 

Contlnaa en la OCHO 



ESOS HA DADO CUBA A 
DOS COM CONTRIBUCI 

ESTADOS 
DE 

IJERRA DE HARBOR 
,,,::;:. 

A FEe 
~~~--~--~~---~----

: 8 3.10, que erR el precio justo en el mercado mnnciini, 10 que equi-
I valia .. n *280.823,901.12, renunciumos generosamente a una utili-

dad):q,il $40.7~159.84. . , 
·LA zafr,NI¥1944, fac de 4.973,962 tonera.:dns. Rcs[:cdcr',er con

suDio, ,'Vendl!l108:h Norteamerica 4.823j9~2:Jgnelndas " 2.65. pero 
coiii~·.cel preci<> legal debi6 Ber 3.50,..l).t.ist6uua diferclleia que no 
co brsomos de $91.848,236.48. '. ~.:' ,:, 

IAll.. zafra de 1945,~,la C11al':,,~aimos a 
3.304;962 to'!lcladas a 3.1~J"\Iludiena<l'·~nderBe . 
bra, c~· toda~ las difielJJ'4~s y' perdt(ln.s del . 
represeiit6 un aporte de e~oraeion de guerra de 

Y Ia proxima zafJ'a;"'que c"Icu.!!!Wos '. , '. en 
4.000,000 de toueladns; y por)a c\I·.L~nos ofrecen un precio de 
3.45;pudiendo venderse a 8 iielit,avo"!!Jii librA,. arrojara uns dife-
rencia a. favor de la na'Ci6n veoina~e.l407.68~00,OO. 

Nuestra colabor~ci6n a1. triunfo de las ~ nliadas, s.olllmen
tc en el sector nzucarero, CB, pucs, de SETE01:JJNTOS CINCtJEN
TA Y CUATRO MILLONES, NOVECIENTOS OCHENTA Y 
CUATRO MIL,SEISCIENTOS NOVENTA Y I?OS PESOS, y si 
a (''!i8 Burnm se agrega In diferencia-'que existe en los precios a que 
hernos cedido nuestroB metales. mieles, ·earnes, tnbacos y frutos, 
excede de MIL MILLONES DE PESOS 10 que hem os puesto en 
las manos de N<_q·tc8111crica para gannr In guerra. 

Bstos mil millones de pesos con que nucstra pntria hll' (jontri
buldo para cl triunfo de In Democracia que nos prometi6 un mun
do mejor y scguridadcs de una existencia mas dig-na y decorosa 
rn eI futnrD, on un pal. modesto de 120,000 kiI6metrQs de Supel'> 
heie y menos de 5.0qO,ooo de habitantes, supDne un sserificlo ex
tmDrdinario, y el n1as ejempla!r reuunci=iento a todD prop6sito 
mercantilista. ~ 



En lugar de ,aeogerse a las ventajas 'del 'arriendo-prestamo, 
, Cuba puede vansgloriarse de ocupar el primer ,. plano entre los 

j,

' pa,iS,es ,que a'Yudaron con tOdO, 'cnnnto ,ten)nn ,Y podian para vence, r 
- al enemigocomun. . . . . 
· No aportamos acorazadosni cuerpos de ejercitos ni canones 
: ni flotas aereas, pero dimos MIL MILL ONES DE PESOS can los 

t 

cuales contribuimos a organizar In maquinarin que destruyo el 
naozi-fascismo, amen de la sangre cuflnna que tam bien se prodigo 
en la 'contienda_ " ", 

• ' Mientrss el trabajndor americano' en l~s industri.as de guerra • 
'I' ganf> ,liez y doce pesos diarios, el ,e,uballo se can, f,orm6 cOllel jar-, 

D.l mlnimo de dos pesos a) dia y ell muchas ocasiones menos, qno 
• POl' las misma's exigencias dela guerra snpon)s afrontsr los rigo-
l res de la 'escasez y el 'hllinbre. . 
1 t Cpul es el premio qne se nos ofl'ece en In paz T p\.dmQnic.io
, nes, reganos y .amenRzRs de desnpari~i6n de nnestrlls indnslnas 

bA.siens, azucar , ts baco y gnna<ierin T' , ' " 
No. Esto no fn610qlie nosprometi.i In Cartn del Atlantico 

; y Is Politios do ' Buenn' Vecindild, concepeioncs 
~,~ ne humnnistn y palndin de la Demoerll'Cia, 

cnytl R fnUWR vihl'nn min 
oaci6n b Igualdnd para to do. 
In jU~til!i8·. ' ;,\'::::'::::·::'::::::':~ ' .i";~:: " >': ,.', <,\~ i/"::,',, , ' i 

Ell el ,plallo 'd~~~llcC\~o.it~s; \ porqit li no' 
cometer un,a ';gr.!ln:' mid!li~la ,.0 e~ de v:~:!t~~n~i~ 
mamos la ' herlM1R' espirltual qUd .tWs ':c 
81\S del gran6stadista infortunadamente dl~':;,:~~i~~~ 
que In Dcnlollrneia ' americaila, quorige el ",,''V,, 
tambi"n n nue8tropn1. yno· SO copviertn ' it~'d~:r~~o~~;~~~,~f~~: 
va para, Ber \lsudo 9610 dentro de las frc\ht~r'"all. \ 

Sj loa Estad.osUnidos n'o' pue(leno 

d~tai~d,c~.~~~~;~~~. e .n~~·.p;.o~r~v~' ein~~",rf" ~~d. Pb (jm 08 rila¢!tio'~'illlt r •. nr.~~i~; j t ~~I \ •. ~m::~~: 



i:!1oli:H,uX'@/to d!l !t!pal; oh No ~ 158 0:( 

August 2BIl 19~15 f"i:'-om the EmbaoGY ai; Habana 

CUBA HAS GIVEN THE UNITED STATES ONli: BILLION! 
DOLLARS AS ITS WAR OONTRIEUTION rnO~{ 

PEARL HARBOR TO DA~ 

(From PRli:NSA LIBRli:, of fkUgust 2i5, 194")) 

The Republi0 of Cuba hae oontributed to the W8.I' 

effort, since Pearl Harbo!', more than ons bl11ion 
dollars. 

An astronomioal figure which will cause the un
believers and the sepays to _ile, but whioh is a1J.., 
~lutely truo because it is backed up by numbers and 
faots whioh we are placing before the mathematioians, 
sugar experts and exporters of Cuban produots. 

The 194-2 crop Which had a volume of lj.,323,123 
long tons, atter deducting our consumption whioh we 
have conservatively sst1lDated at 279,000 tons, wall! 
sold tor 2 65 oents per pound, Which is equal to 
$24o,059,ltl.28 and, since it could have been sold 
for 3.10 whioh was the just price on the world market, 
whioh would have equalled $2g0,g23,901.12, we genorou8-
ly waived a profit of e4o, 764, 759. gil-. 

The 19~ orop had a volume of lj.,973.962 tono. 
Less oonsum;ption we sold the united Itat80 lj.,823.962 
tons at 2.05 eents per pound, but inaSllluoh as the 
legal price should have been 3.50, there i8 a ditfer
enoe of t91,gJj.S,236.48 Which we die. not oharge. 

The 19~ orop, ot whioh we &DId 3,304,982 tons 
to the Un1ted States at 3.10 oents per pound, oould 
have been sold at 6.00 oents per ,.OOd; With all the 
dit1'10ult1es and loasell olll.lIl1ed by 1;lIe hurrioane and 
the drou~t; this represents a w~,.,O')ntr1bution ot 
$214.~1,695.68. . 

And thll ooming orop, whioh we oonseryatively 
ellt1111ate to have II. volUllle ot apprenlllately lj.,ooo,ooo 
tons and for whioh we are oftered 3.45 oents per pound 
while it could be 101d at g oents l ahows a ditterenoe 
in tayor ot our nsighbor ot .4o7,b'<l,OOO.OO. 

Our oollaboration in the yiotory of the Al11ed 
81'IIIS, 1n the sugar seotor alIne, ..,unts to .7511-,984.692.00 
«nd it to that ..aunt we ad4 the ditterenoe in the prices 
tor whioh we have given our •• tall, 1II01 ••• es, b •• t, 
tobaooo and truita, the 8IIIOunt th.,. ,we have placed in 
the ~da ot the Ua1 te .. stat .. to 'lfin the war exoeeds 
one O1111on Cklllarl. 

This 



TM o bi llion doll/lJ:'s '''hi o,h our country ha s con
tributed to the triumph of democrao y which promi sed 
us & better world and aSBurano®s o f 8 lllOre worthy and 
deoent living in the future, in a modsst country with 
an area of 1 20,000 kl loIDet e rlJ an d le 8s than 5 ,000 ,000 
population, means en extraordinary sacrifi ce and IllOst 
exemplary renunoiation of lli,y in t ent to profit" 

I nstead of taking advfu,t age o f lend le 8se , Cuba 
can proudly boast of holdlng the fi rst place among tUB 
coun t r 1es that helped with everything they had and with 
everyth1ng they could 1n order to defeat \;he COIillllOn 
enemy. 

We did no t oontr1bute battleships nor 8~Y corps, 
nor guns nor air armadas, but; we g ave one billion dollBr s 
whloh we oontrlbuted to the organization of the machin

ery that destroyed nazi-f'aeoiBlli. without mentioning th e 
Cuban blood that was also shed in the s truggle. 

While the Amerioan workers in the >!ar i ndustrie s 
made ten and twelve dollars per day, t tl ", CUbans were 
satisfied w1th the IiIln1lllusl wage of' tw o pe sos per day 
and less on IIIany oOO8.sions, whi oh, beoause of the very 
exigen01es of the war, meant that the y had to faoe 
soarcity and hunger. 

What is the reward that we are offered now that 
peaoe is here' Warnlngs, sooldings and threats of the 
dia8ppearanoe of our basio industrie s, sugar, tobaooo 
and oattl.' 

No. !his is not what the Atlantio Charter and thll 
Good Jleighbor ,.,1101', genial oonoeptiona of the great 
huaani tarian and lea40r of de lIIOoraoJ , 1ranltlln D. 
8oo .. velt, whole worda 8till Vibrate as the grand 
torah of Justloe and equality fbr all lien who love 
freedom and jus tioe,prolD1sed u s . 

on the plane of the v1otorious, beoause we oannot 
be plaoed on a plane wlth the oonquered and enslaved, 
ve delllan4 the lIPiri tUal inherit anoe ve are enti Hed to 
in t he prol11ses of the great atatellllan who 10 unfortun
atel, died, and we demand that AIIerloan demoorao1' whlch 
rule s the nev lIIDrld, aleo reach our oountry and not be
oom. an .xclual •• produot to be ueed 0011 vl thin the 
frontiers of the united statea. 

If the United Itatel oannot or does not wlsh to 
glve ua parllllte.a for the future, w. mould reaot ln 
an attitu4e of a.lf defen •• and aell our produots at 
the market pric., be.innlnr; wl th svear which toda,y ls 
worth elght oentl and not 3.115. 

Thll ia the ·prohibited truth' whioh vas eo pro
perl, qu.al1tled by Alvarez del S.alj the verI Ouban 
lancaace that "e should Ille to make ouraelves worthl 
or the MllIPect and 00 naideration ve are enti ned to. 


