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I have the honor to enclose the originel and
tranglation of an article appeering in the August 28
lseue of PRENSA LIERE entitled "Cubas has Given the
Unlted 8tates One Blllion Dollars as its Wer Contri-
bution from Peerl Harbor to Date®,

Thisg 1s about as absurd an artiels s&s has sppesr-
€d in the Habana press for some time. The burden of
the writer's thesls is that Cuba lost §1,000,000 in
its sales te us of sugar and other rew materlalg;
that thls was a ocontributlon to the war; snd that we

. pey them babk with warnings, socoldings, threats, eto,
Q Cubens are @rged to assert themselves,

n

e ¥hile no 1mportan1. weight should be given to this

o outburst, 1t is nevertbeless characteristic of & certain

o type of Cuban mind. Fortunately the segment of the
O Cuban people who reason thie way 1s emsll, but they are
et
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more numerous than one might think, Cubsns as & whole
enjoy mental gymnasticse but & not teke them too ser-
iously even though in large doses,
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Also there ig to be consldered the source of the

& article, PRENSA LIBRE is an opposition journal which

> lg fighting for its exiptence., Batlieta formerly pump-
ed extraordinary sums of money into the paper and it

le now g0 strapped it 1s grabblhg: et ptrawe, It will

print most ‘anything t_ha 11 emb 88 the Govermnt

or inoresse oliroculation, :

of late that it hag tr

numerocus Habans busaine

and dtpartnnt atore
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_ Enclosure o, 1 to despateh No, 158
¢f Avgust 28, 1945 from the Embassy s% Webene

From the Hebane nevgpaper PRENESA LIBRE
dated Angust 28, 1945

a 3.10, que era el precio justo en el mercado mundial 1n ane e

Nuesira Commb
'de Guerra -

“La Repgbhca de Cuba. h& oAl

careros 'y exportadores de producton,_=
cubanos, =
La zafra de 1942, que ascendi$ & -
4.323,123 toneladas largas, deducido el
consumo, ghe fijamos por lo alto en
279,000 tmmladas, se vendi§ al precio
de 2.65 ‘céntavos la Libra, ignal a

$240 059,141.28, v como pudo venderae
contlnﬂa on 1a wﬁn«a 000




logure Wo, . to despatch ¥o. 56
gt 28, 1045 from the Embesey &b Habens

® the Bebsane nevwgpaper FRENSA LIRRE
deted sngust 28, 1945

ANM@%K‘”& Contribucién
de Guerra

La Repiblica de Cuba ha, contnbui’do al es-
fuerzo de guerra, desde Peat] Ffarbor, eo } "‘més“de
MIL MILLONES DE PESOS.

Cifra astronémica que harg sonreir a
los inerédulos y cipayos, pero que es
rlgurosameute clerta porque la respal-
dan los nimeros 'y los hechos que remi-
timos a los mateméticos, expertos azu-
careros y exportadores de productoa
cubanos.

La zafra de 1942, que ascendlé 3
4,323,123 toneladas largas, deducido el
consumo, que fijamos por Jo alto en
279,000 toneladas, se vendiy al precio
de 2.65 centaves la libra, igual a

$240.059,141.28, y eomo pudo venderse
~ Continlla en ta pigina OCHO
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'8 3.10, que era el preeio justo en el mercado mundial, lo que egui-
‘vaha-a $280.823,901.12, renuncismos generosamente a una utili-
- dadtide $40.7 759 84,

. La zafra’a@8 1944, fué de 4.973,962 tonelgdas. Restodas ei con-
sume, :'vendxmos  Norteamérica 4.823, ,962. toneladas » 2.85. pero
come ‘el precio legal debié ser 3. 00, c.us’ta 1na diferencia que no
- cobrémios de $91.848,236.48,

Tip zafra de 1945 Qe,]a caal’
3.304982 toncladas a 3. 1D pudiend;
_bra, coén todas las dificuligges y perdfaas del cidlon
represéhté un aporte de col@boracién de guerra de $2

Y la préxima’ zafia) qne caleulamos conservad
:4.000,000 de toneledns, y por la cl."-, nos ofrecen un precio de
'3.45, pudlendo venderse a 8 eentavo“fz librg, arrojarf una dife-
‘rencia a favor de la nacitn vecina de $407. 68@00 00.

Nuestra eolaboracién al trmnfo de las aliadas, solamen-
.te en el sector azucarero, es, pues, de SETE NTOS CINCUEN-
‘TA'Y CUATRO MILLONES NOVECIENTOS OCHENTA Y
CUATRO MIL, 'SEISCIENTOS NOVENTA Y DOS PESOS; y =i
‘a esa summ se agrega la diferencia que existe en los precios a que
themos cedido nuestros metales, mieles, ‘carnes, tabacos y frutos,
‘excede de MIL MILLONES DE PESOS lo que hemos puesto en
‘las manos de Norteamérica para ganar la guerra.

: Estos mii millones de pesos con que nuestra patria ha ¢ontri-
‘buido pari el triunfo de la Democracia que nos prometié un mun-
do mejor v seguridades de una existencia més digna y decorosa
en el futuro, en un pais modesto de 120,000 kilémetros de gupess
If:ue v menos de 5.000,000 de habitentes, supone un sacrifigio exe .
traordmnrm y el m{ts ejemplar renuncm.mlento a todo propésito
i mexcantxl:stﬂ




En lugar de acogerse a las ventajas del ‘arriendo-préstamo,

Cuba puede vanagloriarse de ocupar el primer-plano entrs los

'y la Politica de Buena Vecindad, concepeiones geniales del insige

paises que ayudaron con todo cuanto tenian y podian para vencer

| al enemigo comiun,

~ No aportamos acorazados ni cuerpos de ejéreitos ni cafiones
nr flotas aéreas, pero dimos MIL MILLONES DE PESOS con los

1 cuales contribuimos a organizar la maquinaria que destruyé el

nazi-fascismo, amén de la sangre cudana que también se pdelgO

en la ‘contienda.

Mientras el trabajador americano en las industrias de guerra

3 gand diez y doce pesos diarios, el cubano se conformé con el jor
1 nal minimo de dos pesos al dia y en muchas ocasiones menos, que

por las mismas exigencias de la guerra supoma afrontar los mgnu
reg de la escasez y el -hambre,

. 4Cpfil es el premjo que se nos ofrece en la paz? ; Admonicio-
neg, reganos y amenazas de desapari¢ién de muestras mdustr‘m&

'{ bdsicas, azficar, tabaco y ganwdema?

No. Esto no fué lo que nos prometw 1a Carta del Atléntmo

_:_-Ia justieis,

- cometer una‘gran iniguidad en el de vencidos y- esclavos re

ne humanista y paladin de la Democmcia, Franklin D. Roosevelf,
cuyas frases vibran adn como una hermosa antorcha de r ‘
cacién é 1gua1dad para todos loa hOmbses amantes d¢

En ol -plano de veneedores, porque 008

~mamos la’ heréneia espiritual Gue nds corresponde en las promes

~sas del gran estadista infortunadamente desaparecido y pad

- dades para el porvenir, debemos reai
~ma defensa y vender nuestros produg

también a nuestro pais y no se convierta en un producto. mﬁ
" vo para ser usado sélo dentro de las frohteras de Norteam:

que la Demogracia’ Americana, que rzge ol munde nueve, Ik
Si los Hstados Unidos no pueden © no quieren darnos’

etbmenzando por.el: rficar
Esta ey *'1a verdi '
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Encloeure /to Gegpatob No. 158 of
upt 28, 1945 from the Embaaay at Habana
b -

Trangiatlon

CUBA HAS GIVEN THE UNITED STATES COEE BILLIOH
DOLLARS A8 ITS WAR CONTRIEITION FEQM
PEARL. HABRBOR TO DATE

{From PRENSA LIBRE, of August 28, 1945}

The Republic of Cubsg has contrlbuted to the war
effort, since Pearl Harbor, more ihan onse billion
dollars.

An gstronomlioal flgure which will cause the un-
believers and the pepoys %o smile, but whicgh is ab-
solutely true bscausge it ie backed up by numberg and
faocote whioh we are placing before the mathematiclans,
sugar experts and exporters of Cuban products.

The 1942 orop which had a volume of U4,32%,123
long tons, =sfter deduoiing our consumption which we
have conservatively estimated at 279,000 tons, was
sold for 2,65 cents per pound, which is equel to
$240,059,1Ql,28 and, since it could have besen sold
for 3,10 which was the just price on the world markes,
whieh would have equalled §280,823,3§3912, We generoug-
1y waived a profit of §40,764,759,84,

Phe 1944 orop had a voluwe of 4,973,962 tons,
Less consumption we sold the United gtates @,82@962
tone at 2, eenis psr pound, but inasmuch ag ¢
legal price should have been 3,50, there is a differ-
ence of £91,848,236.48 which we 4id not ocharge,

The 1945 orop, of which we ss61d4 3,304,982 tons
%o the United States at 3.10 cents per pound, could
have been sold at 6.00 conts per peund; with all the
difficulties and loeses caueed by the hurricane and
the drought; this represents a wast gontribution of
$214,691,695. 68,

And the ooming orop, Which we conservatively
estimate to have a volume of appreximately 4,000,000
tons &nd for which we are offered 3,45 ocents per pound
while it could be s0ld at 8 cents, shows & difference
in favor of our nelghbor of QI}OT,é&O,OOO.OO.

Qur collaboration in the viotory of the Allied
ermg, in the sugsr ssctor alene, empunts to §754,984,692,00
and if to that amount we add the difference in the prices
for whioh we have glven our metaleg, molaseesg, beef,
tobacco and fruite, the smount that we have placed in
the hande of the United States to win the war excesds
one blllion dellars,

This



Thie blllion dollareg wWhich cur counbtry has con-
tributed to the triumph of demecracy which promlsed
#g8 & better world snd assurances of ma more Worthy and
deocent 1ivlng 1n the future, 1ln a modest country wilth
gn areas of 120,000 kKilometsrs and lapgs than 5,000,000
population, measng an eéxtrecrdinsary sacrlifice and mest
exemplary renunclatlon of any latent to profit.

Ingtead of teking adventage cof lend lesge, Cuba
can proudly boast of holding the first place among ths
countrles thet helped with everything they had and with
everything they sould in order %o defeat the common
enemy.

We did not oontribute battleships nor aPmy corps,
gor gune nor alr ermadas, but we gave one billlon dollers
whioh we conbtributed to the organizaticn of the machin-
ery that destroyed nezi-fasciem, without mentloning the

Guban blood that was also shed in the struggle.

While the American workers im the «ar industries
made ten and twelve dollars per day, th# Cubang were
gatisfied with the minimum wage of two pesosg per day
and leges on meny ooccasiong, whioeh, becsuse of the very
exigenciepg of the war, meant that they had to face
soareity and hunger.

What 1e the rewerd that we are offered now that
peace is here? VWarnings, scoldings and threats of the
di geppearance of our basic industries, sugar, tobaocco
and sattle?

Ho., Thie is not what the Atlantioc Charter and the
Good Heighbor Policy, genial conoceptions of the great
humani terian and leadsr of demooracy, Franklin D,
Reosevelt, whose wordg still vibrate as the grand
torch of Jjustice and equality for all men who love
freedom end justice, promised us.

Oon the plane of the vliotorious, becausge we ocannot
be placed on & plane with the oonquered and enslaved,
wve demend the spiritusl inheritence we are entitled to
in the promieges of the great statesman who so unfortun-
ately died, and we demand that American dewooracy which
ralesg the new wrld, also reach our country and not be-
come an exclusive product to bs used only within the
frontiers of the United States,

If the Unlted Btates cannot or does not wisgh to
give us guaranteses for the future, we should reasct in
en attitude of self defense and sell our products at
the market price, beginning with sugar which todsy is
worth eight cents and not 3,45,

This 1s the "prohibited truth® whioh was so pro-
perly qualified by Alvarerz del Real; the very Cuban
languege that we ghould use to make ourselves wWorthy
of the regpect and conslderation we are entitled to.




