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Last Friday and Saturday you were most anxious to track down
the memorandum recofding the conversetion between Vice President
_Nixon and Fidel €astro. To the beat of jny knowledge, you were un-
successful and T am therefore enclosing a copy for your information
and appropriate use at Buenos Aires and/or Santiago.

Dear Dﬁckﬁ

We are informed that the memorandum reached the Depertment

on Monday, April 27 in'a slpgle copy only. In.addition to the

ARA copy, we have provailed -upon 5/S to furnish us this extra copy

for forwarding to you. They have admonished us, however, to indicate

‘on the envelope that it should be opened only by you personally. {;“\\

5/S also requeats that this copy be brought back to the Department

vhen you return, —
-\\

In connection with the enclosure, it océurs to me that you may
find it of considerable interest and use as background for any dls- \\,‘
cussione you may be having/yith”Clatro in Buenos Alres.  Bill Spow ™\ A
suggest® that you will alsé find use for it in connection with the
Chiefs of Mission Conference at Santiago. Finally, John Hill asks
me to mention that in the 1light of this transmission to you, he 1
will not be bringing any copy of the Memcon with him when he travels ¢
to Sentiago. - T : : : o

Sincereiy yoursy

e

~ Frank J. Devine

Enclosure: N ol

Memo of Conversation between Vice Presi
Nixon and Fidel Castro. T

The Honorable
Roy Re Rubottom, Jr.
c/o American Zwbassy,
Buenos Alres.
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The subjocts we discussed veare no different {vrow thase oz which
be had made public statenents on soveral cther cccasione, A brief ]
sugnary, however, might be of fnterest, particularly da view of the cum- '
meuts 1 made with regard to the positions he tesk.

1 suggested at the cutset that while [ underetied sane reasonalle

time nigit elapee before it would be {sacible to bave slsctioas it would .
severthaless be much better frans hiz viewpoint {f he were not to state so —
categorically that it weuld be as long as four years before elections would N
be held, 1wurged hism to vtade his jon us bedng in favor of having slecticns

at the earliest poseidble date and four years weald be the masimum am: Ly
of time that would clapse before eleciions were scheduled. He went into
cungiderable dotail as he had in pablic with regard to the reasoms fer not
halding slections, emphasisiay particularly that “the people did aot want "

T~
slectionz because the elections iu the pest had produced bed govermment. ‘
tie used the sams argumeat (hat he was sboply vellecting the wili ©f

the zeople in justifying the sxecutions of war criminale and his everruling
the acegutitial of Dekivia’'r aviaturs. in iact he sesmed e be cbsessed wiil (A~
the idea that it was his respemsibility to carry out the will of the people _&{
whatever # might appear to be st & perticular time. R was also apparcnt

that as far ar his visit to the United Rates was concerned that his princazy
interest was "'mot 0 get a change I the sugar queta or to git & goverament
ican but to win sappost {or his palicien from American public epinioun. "

It was this almost slawish subservience te prevailing majority
opinion -- the veice of the med -~ rather than his asive ptiiswde toward
( armucigm sad his sbviocus lack of underatanding of oven the mest elesieaniarxy
econvmreic principles which coucerned me most in evaluating what kind of 2
leadsr ho might eventualpy tarn out to be. That is the ressen why I spent
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atnnst eractly like Sukarne had &

107, In our discaseicas of € mnmvaniem I ag
i terrns of hle own weif-mﬁ Mﬁ te pe
fe nad led sodght be turned mat hbm

._.n.:trwl >f tho gituatize ud made sure
¢ pazitious of power and Mnanco.
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responpibilities to them ia the ecumarnic and sther avems viisve as -
wos, makisg mamy decisions. 1tried to polat cut that unless L@ wd this

would bave b woskisad which would be co great that be cogld act provios

the ieadorship and the vistom that the Cuban pesple needed for the grow:

isaues. I put as much smphasis as possible on the seod for him 2o loiv
rum hltwm gﬁt acrees was doubtfui.

S Rm PRI M vﬂh ke lllid Up service £ suck lastic oo
radom « , pross and reilgioa that his primesy coucore » s 8t
_ MM. e suid over and cvss t-.uu

éﬂvﬂcwuﬁl othay band was capans)
the imevests of Cuba far better by adoptis
sr.-ommaut“thr!wem”
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of the great majowity of the Cubs.






