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4L a dinner given by Ambassador and lrs. Ondith at the Resider
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"Hproacheu by the Drazilion awbassador who indicated that he irished to exchange k
views on thz domestic political situation. = :
Anvassador Da Cunha staled he was grosing increasingly concerncd over the \ (-

trend of evenis during the past few weeks in Cuba. The reports which he had from
Criente indicated that the Army ras taking heavy losses. Ais a result morale among
the troops was groving worse, which in turn was reflected in increasing rcotlvenosix
arong the officers. The detention of General S03A de Mesada he 7as inclined to C
attribute to this, althiourh he had heard other explanations such as hesadal's
attitude on the Ventura cuase. I stated that the reports which we have in general N&
coincide with his, indiecating, horever, that we had little which could be regarded &;
as confirmed information.
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The Brazilian Ambassader also mentioned the increase in police brutality i
Habana, particularly during the past month. His sources he regorded as good. le
stated that in his judgment this situation had reached such a point that he thought™\

the Diplomabic Corps should make some type of represnntatlon to the Government. He
inquired whether we were aware of what was going on and what Ambassador Smith wouldQ\\
think of the Diplomatic Corps saying somnething to the inister of State, as was done
after the llaitian Embassy affair in 1956, I told him that we had received many
reports of police brutality in recent ireeks. As in the case of the reports from )
Oriente, it ias difficult to verify them. Ais to Ambassador Smith's attitude his {
idea, I sugpested that he might wish to speak directly to him about it. Ambassa
Da Cunha then stated that he would talk to the Fapal Funcio first to see what his
reaction as.

On the outlook Tor a solution to the Cuban situation, the Drazilian Ambassadasr
was very pessimistics TFrom a military standpoint, he stated, there was a stalemate
batucen the Aryy and the revolutionary opposition which could go on for some time.
In the meantime the senselass bloodshed would continue and probably get worse. The™ %
traredy is, he wrent on, that there is no ready solution. The electlons, if held,
sould solve nothinge. The only other alternative would be a public uprising sparked \J\
by the rovelutionary opposition or a military coup by responsible officers who were
tired with the existing stete of affairs. Of the two he hoped that it would be the
latter and that it would come soon. lic was fearful of the chaos which would follow -
the overthros of the regime, and thought that a strong military junta offered the "(
Lbest hope for conbrolling nob action.
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