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SUBJECT : Reply to FPidel Castro's Telegram of June 5

Enclosure (A) 1s a copy of the telegram addressed to
Secretary Benson by Prime Minister Castro last Friday, offer-
ing to sell the United States eight million tons of sugar in :
1961 at a price of 84 per poumd. - . \

Enclosure (B) is a copy of a proposed reply drafted in *
the Department of Agriculture, which hes our concurrence,
pointing out that sugar is s0ld through private rather o\
than govermment channels, that there is no basis for assum- s
ing that the United States would need as much as eight million
tons of Cuban sugar in 1961, and that the Department of '
Agriculture would not recommend to the Congress the enactment -
of new legislation that would either destroy the domestic 6" ik
sugar producing industry or prohibit imports from foreign
coultries other than Cuba.

By agreement with the Department of Agriculture, we pro-
pose to send Secretary Benson's reply via Embagsy Habana )\)
for tra.nmitta.l to the Minister of Foreign Affaire there.
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TAKEN BY PHONE 6/5/59 Y
ymd j oo s

June 5 Habana

Cuban Government
TO: Secretary of Agriculture

of the United States of Americe,

Washington, D, C.

In answer to fears expressed by your Departmeni in regard to
the consequence of agrariﬁn refdfm concerning sugar prodﬁcfion |
of Cilba, we fnforn your Oovelmtent that we-sre ia position to
sell to the United States of émérica 8 million tons sf.suggr at
4L of & dollar per pound in 1961. _it_is'unnecgssafy to liberate
restrictions of area of your aomastic prodﬁctibﬁ., Cﬁba”cani' |
produce total sugar consumption.of United Statés thus séﬁingr - ST
to the Americen consumer about $300 million; We need your

answer before the 15th of June of the present'yéar.‘rl '

- Ydﬁréﬁtruly," ’
) ) - ) -
Fldel Castro. Ruz !

. Prime Minister of .

‘the Cuban Government ' e

and President of the
- Institute of Agrarian
. Reform
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DRAFT REPLY TO CUBA:
.t o | o
This will acknowledge adith-aporeetation:

Secretary of Apriculture offering to sell to the United Lintes & million tens of swar

cablegram of June 5, 1959 to the

in 1961 at ¢ per pound. i ‘ ' .
The procurement of sugar for consumption in the United States is made through

private trade channels and not through governmental agcncies. We do not know whether




