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The Embassy has ascerta ined that the news story on the re sults 
of the meetings of the Cuban and United States delegat i ons on the 
revision of the bilateral air transport agreement was prepared and 
disseminated by officials of Cia. Cubana de Aviaci6n. A copy of 
the complete text of the release as it appeared in most of the 
Habana daily papers on Sunday, January 20, is encl osed together 
with an English translation. 
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The remarks concerning the probable refusal to grant the ,'lest 0 

Palm Beach/Fort Lauderdale-Habana route to lvTackey Airlines may have (>I 
been an attempt on the part of Cubana to forestall lmilateral action...., 
by the Cuban Government. Various persons close to the gove rnment (0 
officials concerned in this matter have reportedly assured il:iackey ~ 
representatives that the route request will be granted in the llear ........ 
future. -4 

En closures: 

Copy of press release 
Translation thereof 

For the Ambassador: 

. / .. I' i / 

' \ " ". ', .(. .7Y , i ' . 'c.,', 

} , 

Leonard H. Price 
Commerciaf:Attach~ 

"" ) 

/{ ,' " 
, , ' 

:" 'I t 'l 

, '. ,::. 
, I 
! 

I. _ 
,
",OEElGliL...llSE..oNLY __ ... 

_ AE~;i,mmQn$1 v.Q .... _.___ ,~ITH yN C1~~8 IFI~~ EN C j~:IUR ES 
111: 1'01(1-1.11 

ACTION COPY - DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
The ndlol1 ollke must return thlij PCl'lI1t1l1cnt I'CC'lH'lt 'COPyto DC/lUlicH with nn CI1!101'~Cmcllt or ncUtll\ tl\l'cn. 

..... 

I 
rn 
(j) 



From the DIA1UO DE I~\ l<AhINA, Habana, January 20, I'))'!: 

OBSTACUIffi Pi\.lu~ hL~VI;Ji\iL EL 
TllATADO AEIWI~AUTICU CUil :~.u. 

Los negociadores nortearnericanos exigen m!ts de 
10 que Cuba esta dispuesta a otorr,ar 

1 
1 
43) 

Como se ha venido informando, delegados aeronauticos de los f,obiernos 
norteamericano y cubano han estado discutiendo las eruniendas al convenio 
bilateral a~reo actualmente en vigor entre ambos palses. 

En esas oonversaciones se ha hablado sobre la regulaci6n de frecuencias 
entre Estados Unidos y Cuba, intercambio de nuevas rutas a~reas y el derecho 
de Quinta Libertad mas alIa del territorio norteamericano. 

La delegaci6n cubana esta presidida pOl' el ~linistro de Transporte y 
presidente de la Cornisi6n de Aeronautica Civil doctor Hario Cobas Reyes. 

Se ha podido 00 no eel' extraoficialmente que las negociaciones en cuesti6n 
han side interrumpidas porIa imposibilidad de lIe gar a acuerdos que aseguren 
la justa competencia en igualdad de oportunidades para nuestras empresas 
a~reo nacionales en oomparaci6n con los porteadores norteamericanos que tratan 
de obtener derechos de operaci6n sobre la ruta de Cayo Hueso a La Habana, como 
cuesti6n fundamental antes de considerar cualquier concesi6n de rutas a Cuba, 
que mejorarla la balanza hasta ahora desfavorable a nuestro pais en cuestiones 
de derechos de operaciones para la aviaci6n comercial. 

Se estima que de romperse estas negociaciones y negarse Cuba, 16gicrunente 
a conceder nuevos privilegios a los porteadores norteamericanos, el servicio 
que se anuncia pOl' la Na'~key Airlines, entre l'/est Palm Beach, Fort Laudardale y 
La llabana, hacia Nassau, sera prestado combinadamente, en beneficio del 
publico, pOl' las Ifneas a~reas cubanas y britanicas. 

Fuentes no oficiales, pero dignas de entero credito, senalaron que los 
porteadores nacionales y los representativos de las distintas fases de la 
industria aerea, asf como los organismos laborales de ese sector habrlan de 
expresar sus puntos de vista, lamentando seriamente que ese poderoso pais, 
que tan generosamente ha tratado en recientes convenios aereos a palses de 
Europa y Asia, no este en disposici6n de reconocer a Cuba 10 que en realidad 
Ie corresponde, POI' su situaei6n geografica y ademas merece POI' su vinculaci6n 
hist6rica, pareciendo ignorar que Cuba ha dado a Norteamerica, cOllll'arativrunente, 
mas concesione s en transporte a~reo que ningun otro pais del mundo. 
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From DIAHIO DE LA NAHINA 

OBSTACLES ENCOUNTEi(EU III Ti[t; )wcVlJI0U OF 
THE Am AGREEl iENT '.iI T) i THE UNITJ.::U ST AT,;S 
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The American negotiators request more than Cuba 
is willing to c rant. 
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As has been reported, air transportation delegates of the Uni Led 3tates 
and Cuban governments have been discussing amenWnent s to the bi - Iate ral ai r 
aGreement at the present in force betVleen the t"1Q countries. 

In those conversations there has been talk regarding the regulation of 
frequencies between the United States and Cuba, and inter-change of new air 
routes and the right of Fifth Freedom beyond the American territory . 

The Cuban delegation is presided over by the Hinister of Transportation 
and Chairman of the Civil Aeronautics Comnission, Dr. }~rio Cobas Reyes. 

It has been learned extraofficially that said negotiations have been 
interrupted due to the impossibility of reaching agreements that assure fair 
oompetition under equal opportunities for our national airline companies in 
comparison with the American carriers who are trying to obtain the right to 
operate over the Key West-Havana route as a fundamental question before con­
sidering any ooncession of routes to Cuba which would improve the present 
unfavorable balance for our country in the matter of operation rights for 
commercial aviation. 

It is believed that should these negotiations break down and Cuba logi­
cally refuse to grant new privileges to the American carriers, the service 
that has been announced by Mack~ Airlines between West Palm Beach, Fort 
Lauderdale and Havana to Nassau will be rerrlered in oombination to the benefit 
of the public by the Cuban and British airlines. 

Sources that are not official but which deserve full credence state that 
the national carriers and the representatives of the different phases of the 
air industry as well as the labor organizations of that sector have eA~ressed 
their viewpoints sl'!riously regretting that that powerful country loIhich has so 
generously treated European and Asian countries in recent air agreements 
should not be .tilling to grant Cuba what it is really entitled to due to its 
geographical situation and also because of its- historical bonds, and that it 
seems to ignore that Cuba has granted the United States, comparatively, more 
ooncessions in air transportation than any other country of the world. 
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