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No" 2378 

REST RIC '.I:.w 

THE FOREIGN SERVICE 

OF THE 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Amerioan Embassy 
Habana, Novamber 49 1946 

Descriptions of Airports in Cuba 

/ t'y! t. i\; T '.~:,~~/ 
""- .... -..... ,,-~.---"-.--""' ... 

Sir:: CJ ~~--

~~ ~'- > 
.>. ~ ,r ban the honor to f'orward herewith data on the 
c;._ :re~owing~irperts in Cuba, which have been received 
.J. tlmOup the cQurtesy of' the Military Air Attach': 

~--."",--.. 

Camp columbia ]'1.10., Habana., , 
Batista Airport, san AntQniode los Bafios. 
Santa. Clara Airport, Santa Clara. 
MayajIeua Airport, MayajiiUa. 
Cientu.~os MunicIpal AirfIeld, u1enfueios. 
Calbarlen barlen. 
Ka:n.ma Airp 
Barnab' , Ca.tn.a&Uey. 
AIltilla 
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Despatoh no. 2378 
November 4. 1946 
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at San Julian was forwarded with the Embassy's report 
number 411 of Ootober 28, 1946, entitled "Aviation 
Report, Cuba - Third ~uarter 1946", while-phot0il"aphs 
of the airports at Ranoho Boy.ros, Nueva Gerona and 
Camaguey (I&naoio ~amonte Airport) were forwarded 
wi th Embassy's despatoh number 346 of Ootober 17, 1945 , 
entitled ~hoto~aphs of Various Airports in Cuba". 

Respeotfully yours , 

GCHoward/ jw 

File no. 879.6 

For the Char~' d'Affai res ad interim: 

Original and heotoeraph to Department. 

Enolosures: .... 
1. Data: on Camp Columbia Field, Habana. 
2. Data on Batista Airport, San Antonio de los 

BUGS. 
). Data on Santa Clara Airport, Santa Clara. 
4. Data on Mayajieua Airport, Mayaji&\1a. 
5. Data on Cientueeos Munioipal Airfield, Ci.n-

;t\le&Qs. 
6. Data on Cd 
7. Data on Ka:wama 
8. Data on ~.rnab' ~uvu. 
9. Data 

10. Data 
11. Data 

12. 
1). 
14. 
15. 
16. 

tA: 
19. 
20. 
21. 

22. 

2). 
24. 



Encl osure Ho . 1 t o despCt tch Ho., ;2 378 dated 
lJov8moe r L" 1946, f rom the Embassy a t Eabana 

DATA ON Clll.:P COLtJ1,'J3IA FI ~LD , H.ARAKA, CUBA 

Name and Lo cati on : 

Geographi c Position: 

Altitude : 

Magnetic Variati on : 

Landmarks : 

Dimensions: 

Surface: 

IvIarkings: 

Lighting: 

Obstructions: 

Hangars: 

Repair Facilities: 

Fuel and Oil: 

Camp Columbia (Tenient e Brihuega) Fi eld. 
7 miles sn of Rabana harbor, 1 mil e 
from coast . 

Latitude: 230 06' N. Longitude: 820 26' w. 

45 ' 

3 1/20 E. 

Large military post adj oins f ield to 
E and .N"'E. 

Runways: 5000 ' x 100' (800 - 2600 ) 
4000' x 100 ' (300 - 2100) under 
construction. 

Field and runway are sad with rock coral 
foundation. Field suitable for landing 
after heavy rains. C-47 type used re
gularly, B-24s and B-17s in emergency. 

La~ge ;Jheadquarters building on NE side 
of' f'ield. Hangars and shops at NW 
corner. Runways outlined. 

Portable lighting system available, pro
viding adequate notif'ication is given. 
All obstructions marked by red lights. 
Cuban Air Corps makes habitual night 
landings. 

Ground rises rapidly to the E and NE 
to 100'. 
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Enclosure No . 1 to despa tch 
Ho. 2378 dated November h, 
1946, &nbassy at Habana8 

Corun.unications: 

Weather Service: 

Transportation: 

Personnel ACCOiiilllO

dations: 

Prevailing Winds: 

Precipitation: 

Temperature: 

Visibility: 

Operated by: 

CUstoms: 

Remarks: 

Civil Operations: 

Hospitals and 
First Aid: 

Railroads: 

Highways: 

Wate,vways: 

Nearest ~aport: 

Electric Power": 

Columbia Tm'ver: 4495 kc receive and 
transmit voice (0600-1800) . Columbia 
Operations: 5800 kc transmit, 4495 kc 
receive voice (give local weather and 
general weather every 15 minutes in 
clear) .. 

At field. 

Buses, street cars and taxis to tovm. 

Q,Uarters and messing facilities at field. 
Hotels in Babana reasonable rates except 
during winter season. 

NNE, average 20 mph. 

Average 50" yearly. 

800 FmsaIl average. 

Good. except in thunderstorms. 

Cuban Army Air Corps. 

Customs in Habana. 

Field has high center and is rough. A 
4000-ft, 300 - 2100 runway is under 
constructiOn. 



Enclosure No. 1 to despatch 
No . 2378 dated 4Jovember 4 , 
1946, Enbassy, Ea barw .• 

Location of Facilities : 

Gar risoning Facilities 
and Possibilities: 

ExI)ansion Ability: 

Air Units: 

Defensive Installations: 

Defensive Personnel: 

Three hangars on NW side of field . 
Two repair shops in NVv corner of 
field. Administration building and 
quarters in previous hotel. Large 
empty orphan asylum on W of field, 
easily convertible to storage space . 

Cuban Army post I mile from field ; 
will accomrnodate estimated 5000 
troops. Airfield itself will 
accoL~odate 1,000. Large caop 
areas available in immediate 
vicinity. 

Airfield can be extended to 7000 '. 

Cuban Air Corps headquarters. 

None .. 

None. 



Enclosure No. 2 to despat ch No" 2378 dated 
November 4, 1946, from the Embassy at Rabana 

DATA ON BATISTA AIRPORT, SAN ANTONIO DE LOS BANOS, 
HABANA PROVINCE 11 CUBA .. 

Name and Location: 

Geographic Position: 

Altitude: 

~~gnetic Variation: 

Landmarks: 

Dimensions: 

Surface: 

Markings: 

Lighting: 

Obstructions: 

Hangars: 

Repair Facilities: 

Fuel and Oil: 

Communications: " 

Weather Service: 

TJ;ansportation: 

Batista Airport, 1- 1/2 miles SV'l of San 
Antonio de los Banos . 16 airline miles 
SV/ of Rabana. 

Latitude: 220 53 ' N. Longitude: 820 30' w. 
153.02 ft . 

30 28 ' E. 

1- 1/2 miles SI/i of San Antonio de los Balios . 

3 ' runways : /i5-23 - 7270' x 150' (NE-SW) 
11-29 - 7000' x 150' (SE-NW) 
18-36 - 7000'x 150' (S-N) 

Field roughly square, 8000' x 9500' 

Runways, taxiways and parking aprons, 
concrete; 120,000 lb. wheel load. 

Runways well outlined. Wind indicator 
S of runway ,#5, near Operations Building. 

White beacon light, B-2 field lighting 
equipment installed all runways. No 
boundary, flood or approach lights. 
(Field on stand-by status t no lighting 
available ~ at present time). 

Incinerator stack, approximately 300-350 
yards SEiiof runway /#36. 

TwO double 
air craft. 



Enclosure No. 2 to despatch 
No. 2378 dnted November 4, 
1946, Embassy, Habana. 

Personnel Accomoda
tions: 

Prevailing \/inds: 

Precipitation: 

Temperature: 

Visibility: 

Operated by: 

Customs: 

Remarks: 

Civil Operations: 

Hospitals and First 
Aid: 

Railroads: 

Highways: 

waterways: 

Nearest Seaport: 

Electric Power: 

Location of Facilities: 

Field on stand- by status, no quarters 
available. Adequate housing in 
Habana hotels .. 

Usually 900 , average 10-15 mph. 

Yearly average 57". Normally thunder 
sho'wers of short duration . 

Yearly average 770 F. 

Generally excellent, 7 miles or better 
87~ of time. 

Cuban Air Corps (on stand-by status). 

None. Rancho Boyeros closes~. 

This is the best airfield for military 
operations in Cuba. 

None. 

None. 

standard gauge, siding at airport. 

Two-lane highway to Habana, all-weather 
surface, in poor condition. 

None near aIrport. 
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Enclosure No . 2 to despatch 
No. 2378 dated November 4, 
1946, Embassy, Habana. 

Garrisoning Facilities 
and Possibilities: 

Expansion Ability: 

Air Un1 ts: 

Defensive 

Defensive 

(iuarters for 2800 enl isted men i n 
barraclcs, but no housekeeping equip
ment available as field is on stand-by 
status. 

Railway stops extension runways /118 
and #11 northerly and depression 
southerly and easterly. Runway /15 can 
be extended westerly. 

None. 



Enclosure No. 3 to despatch No., 2378 dated 
November 4, 1946, from the Embassy at Habana 

DATA ON SA}.J1'A CL..4.HA AIRPOHT, SANTA CUillA, LAS VILLAS 
PROVINCE J HABAl'>JA .. 

Name and Location : 

Geographic Position: 

Altitude: 

Magneti c Variation: 

Landmarks: 

Dimensions : 

Surface: 

Markings: 

Lighting: 

Obstructions: 

Hangars: 

Repair Facilities: 

Fuel and Oil: 

Communications: 

Weather Service: 

Transportation: 

Personnel Accomoda
tions: 

Prevailing winds: 

Precipitation: 

Tempe rat ure : 

Srulta Clara Airport. Located one mi l e 
due VI of city. 

Latitude: 220 24' N. Longitude: 790 59' W .. 

400 ft. 

City due E of ai r port. Cemetery on 
eastern edge of airport. 

One runway: 100' X 3600' (900 - 2700 ) . 

Hard packed, oiled clay. Normally good 
after light rain. Can accommodate up 
to and include C-47 type aircraft. 

Runway outlined in white. Cement warm
up (~p.d turn-around stand at western 
end of runway. 

None. 

Take-off to the E is over city. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 
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Enclosure No . 3 to despatch 
Ho . 2378 dated November 4 , 
1946, Embas sy , Habana . 

Vi sibility : 

Operated by : 

customs : 

Remarlcs : 

Normally very good except for early 
morning ground fogso 

Expreso Aereo Inter-imcricano . 

None . 

Airport used daily by Expreso 11.e1'eo 
In ter-Junericano . 



EnclosUl"e No .. 4 to despatcn l~o" ~:j'(o ClateCl 
November 4, 1 9L~6, from the Embassy at Babana 

DATA ON MAYAJIGUA AIRPORT, I,lAYA.JIGUA, LAS VILLAS 
:PIWVIHCE J CUBA 

Name and Location: 

Geograprlic Position : 

.Alti tude : 

Magnetic Variation: 

Landmarks: 

Dimen si on s : 

Surface: 

Wlarkings: 

Lighting: 

Obstructions: 

Hangars: 

Repair Facilities: 

Fue l and Oil: 

Communications: 

Weather Service: 

Transportation: 

Personnel 
tions: 

Prevailing Winds: 

Precipitation: 

Temperature: 

Visibility: 

Uayajigua Airport is located 3 
miles SE of city. 

Latitude: 22° 12' N. Longitude : 79° 04' H. 

.30 feet • 

.3 miles SE of .city, low hills to 
immediate south. 

One runway : 3100 ' x .30 ' (600 - 2400 ). 

Sad field which is rough. Soft when 
wet. Can accommodate C-47s. Expreso 
Aereo uses daily vii th Lockheed: 12. 

None. 

• 

Rolling hills to 500', 7 miles south 
and southeast. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

Telephone and telegraph in. city. 

None~ 
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DATA ON CIENFUEGOS M:tJNI CIPAL AIRFIELD » CIEN:?UE GOS, 
LAS VILlAS PHOVIIWE!! CUBA 

Ne~e and Location : 

Geographic Position: 

iD ti tude: 

l/[agnetic Variation: 

Landmarks: 

Dimensions: 

Surface: 

Markings: 

Lighting: 

Obstructions: 

Hangars: 

Repair Facilities: 

Fuel and Oil: 

. Communications: 

Weather Se~vice: 

Transportation: 

Personnel 
tions: 

Prevailing Winds: 

Precipitation: 

Temperature: 

VisibJlity: 

Cienfuegos L:unicipul Airfield is 
l ocated on t he NE edge of Cienfuegos" 

Latitude: 220 08' N. Longitude: 800 27' W. 

50 feet. 

City to mIl. 

Runways: 100' x 2400 (170° - 350°) -
will extend to 4000'. 
100' x 2400' (80° - 260°) -
under construction. 

Dirt and very soft when wet. Will 
accommodate O-h7 when dry" 

C0IJ..~ras~ .8f .. bare dirt runways to 
green surroundings. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

PAA. k~epslibout 20 drums of 91 
octane available" 
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Enclosure No . 5 to despatch 
No . 2 37b de.. ted Noveraber 4, 
1946 , Er.1bassy, Habana. 

Oye 1'8. ted by: 

Custons : 

Remarks: 

Copy/dts 

City of Cienfuec os. 

Municipality of Cienfuegos is constructing 
this field adjoining old PAll airfield of 
Jaime Gonzalez (tri-motored Fords only). 
Construction proceeds slowly under poor 
m.unicipal managerr:ent. 



Enclosure No.6 t o despatch No .. 2378 dated 
November 4, 1946, from the Embassy at Habana 

DATA ON CAIBAHIEN AI RPOlfr , CiuBA.i:~IEN 1I Lilli VILLAS 
PROVINCE , CUBA 

Name and Location: 

Geographic Position : 

jI.J.. ti t ude : 

IVlagnetic Variation: 

Landmarks: 

Dimensions: 

SUrface: 

Markings : 

Lighting: 

Obstructions: 

Hangars: 

Repair Facilities: 

Fuel and Oil: 

Communications: 

Weather Service: 

Transportation: 

Personnel 
tions: 

Prevailing Winds: 

Precipitation: 

Temperature: 

Caibarien lUrport is located 3 miles 
SE of the city by the same name in 
Las Villas Province . 

Latitude: 22° 30' N. Longitude: 79° 26' w. 
10 feet. 

Paved road at SW end of field . 

One runway: 3000' x 200' (50° - 230° ) 

Crushed rock; asphalt turn-around and 
warm-up platform at SE end of runway _ 
Runway very soft after rain. eeA 
lands C-47s regularly. . 

Outlined . by whit e markers. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

None. 

500 gallons 91 Octane normally available 
in drums. 
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Enc losure Ho . 6 to despatch 
No. 2378 dated :·Jovember ~" 
1946, Enbas .sy, }lc,oana. 

Visibility : 

Opel'a ted by: 

Customs: 

Remarks: 

Eormally good" Very seldom fo g" 

armed by Cal barien Aero Club and leased 
by PAA. 

None. 

A contract has been let by PAA to put 
macadam over the crushed rod: on this 
rUll'way. Work has started to asphalt the 
runway, and the first 200 feet of the SE 
end of the field are completed. 'rhls 
field is suitable for aircraft up to and 
including the size of a C-47. 



Enclosure No. 14 to despatch No" 2378 dated 
November 4, 1946, from t he Embassy at Habana 

DATA ON JESUS MARIA l!'IELD t SANTIAGO DE CUBA, 
ORIENTE PROVINCE. CUBA 

Name and Location: Jesus lVIaria (Sant iago de Cuba) Field , 
1 mile N. of city . 

Geographic Position: Latitude: 200 02' H. Longitude: 75 0 50' VI,. 

Altitude: 20' 

Magnetic Variation: 00 29' E. 

Landmarks: Mountains to NE and mv; radio mast 
and buildings to s. 

Dimensions: Runways: 3000' x 150' (160° - 340°) 

Surface: 

1'lfirkings: 

Lighting: 

Obstructions: 

Hangars: 

Repair Facilities: 

Fuel and Oil: 

Communications: 

Weather Service: 

Transportation: 

Personnel Ac COJjaInO",-« :=:; 

tions: 

4000' x 150' (90 Q 
- 270°) 

(soft & not usable) 

Field rocky. Runway rock covered 
with gravel. 

Red lights mark obstructions. 

Hand flares for emergency. 

Mountains to N, E and iN; radio antennae 
at Vi of camp with posts 60 to 100 ft. 
high. 

One: 116 ' i x 136' 

Shop <andriiaintenance facilities. 





fu'1cl os ure Eo" J c~ to dospa tch lJO" 2 378 dated 
ITov embe r L;-,19Li-6 , from trle EJ:lbaC:; :3y " t ~Iabana 

DATA ON RANCHO OOT.sROS AI RPORT , RAHCliO BOT.sHOS, 
_____ HAB __ AI_:-r~ ~OJI NCE , ___ qyBA. __ __________ ___ _ 

Name and Loc ati on: 

Al titud e : 

l',:lagnetic Variation : 

Landm.arks: 

Dimensions: 

Surface: 

Markings: 

Lighting: 

Obstructions: 

Hangars: 

Repair 

Fuel and Oil: 

l-{nncllo Doyel' os lJ.r})Ol't , 1 0 1:1il08 
S of llab rul8.. 

Latitud e: 2)° 01 ' ~o LonGitude: 82 0 24' W. 

210 ' 

Tovm of Rancho Boyeros to NE . 

Runways: 4200 ' x 200 ' (50° - 2300) 
3100' x 100' (120° - 300°) 
3000' x 200 t (10° - 190°) 

Runway 5-23 is macadam paved and will 
support aircraft up to and including 
B-17. The other 2 runways are of sod, 
are rough and, when dry. will support 
up to and including a C-47. Non-paved 
runways are soft in wet weather. 

All runways outlined and a white circle 
marks the center of the field. 

All obstructions and all boundaries are 
lighted, and there is permanent runway 
lighting on paved runway. No flood 
lights are available. Rotating light on 
control tOV16r. Night landings are 
habitually made. 

40' trees\;at the tak.e ... e>ffends of 
and 12. Approac,hes to 5 
ellent 
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Enclos ure No . 18 to despatch 
NOe 2 378 dated IJovember 4 , 
1946 , Etlbassy , Eabana. 

CO.lliJ:lUnications : Tower: 'I'l'ansmit s 278 kc, ~uards 2870, 
3105 and 4495 kc . 
Aerophare : 348 kc primary , 1629 kc 
secondaryo 
Air- Ground: Call CMI ; 5600 kc , 3322. 5 
kc , 56920 5 kc and 30820 5 kc o 

Weather Service : spot and rout e foreca sts froIn PAA. 

Tr ansportation: Taxi , buses to city . 

Personnel - Ac COlllilloda-
t i ons: None at field , adequate in city of 

Habana. 

Prevailing Winds: Summer E, SE; winter NE, E , ENE. 
Maximum velocity 35 mph . 

Precipitation: Annual average 50tf • Winter 3ft per 
mo.; summer 7" per mo . 

Temperature: Mean average 750 F. 

Visibility: Usually good except in thunderstorms. 

Operated by: Compania Cubana de Aviacion. 

Customs: Airport of entry. 

Remarks: This is the only airfield in vicinity 

Civil Operations: 

Hospitals and First 
Aid: 

Railroads: 

Highways: 

Waterways: 

Nearest Seaport 

Electric Power: 

of Habana ch gives adequate airport 
faciliti hours a day. 
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Enclosure No. 18 to despatch 
No. 2378 dated November 4, 
1946 , Embassy, Habana. 

Location of Facilities: 

Garrisoning Facilities 
and Possibilities: 

Expansion Ability: 

Air Units: 

Defensive Installations: 

Defensive 

One hangar. 
Administration and office buildings. 
Repair shops. 
Water from aqueduct at Santiago 

de las Vegas. 
Radio antennae NE, 60 ' and 100' 

high, painted orange and white. 
Obstruction lights installed o 

None. 

Runways 5 and 12 can be extended 
to 7,000'. 

Cuban Naval Air Corps units, in
c1llding Grumman reconnaissance 
p1.anes and a few small patrol 
bombers, all obsolete. 

Norie. 


