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UNITED STATES - CUBAN BILATERAL AIR TRANSPORT AGREEN"NT 

I 
The Embassy has been advised informally by Dr. Francisco de \ 

Velasco, of the Cuban Civil Aeronautics Commission, that the Cuba 
Government within the next few days very likely will request the 
early resumption of conversations seeking a mutually satisfactory 
interpretation of the Bilateral Air Transpo rt Agreement. 
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tJ.J Similar conversations last May ended with the submission by ~ 

Mr. Joseph WATSON, of the Civil Aeronautics Board, of a formula (0 
which might be considered for regulating capacity on the Habana - .~ 
Miami route, following which the U. ~~ representatives asked for " 
postponement of further discussion during a period of 30 to 45 days. 00 
As this time has now been considerably exceeded the Embassy would I 
appreciate the views of the Department and of the CAB on the possi- r0 
bility of acceding to the Cuban request. Q) 

If the formula proposed by Mr. Watson is acceptable to the 
CAB there is reason to believe that the Cubans would welcome it 
as a basis for negotiation and might be inclined toward accepting 
most of the terms. In the absence of such Uo S. concessions it 
appears quite possible that Cuba may decide to act unilaterally 
in an effort to obtain what local interests consider a more adequate 
share of the Habana - Miruni traffic. 

L.': 

':-, 
• • I 

r ) ,_ , ~, 

, J' J 

r .. , . :-
~,' 1 

' ''> ,,' 
! '.' 

. , 
I,; 

For the Charg~ d'Affaires a.i.: 

e; ,{ (i" , , ,~'~:7· .~;:< 
c. A.-Boonstra 

Counselor of Embassy 
for Economic Affairs 

... ; 

U1 
U1 

.J 
CABoonstra/lb 

I>< 

" ~ .. .. 
:xl .. .. 
" ~ • .. 
• .. • 

~. - --------, .. 'ul:i;ori'l 1.1'1""··_-- ... -----. -._--. 

, .. __ ..... _. _. _ .. _ ..... _._ ...... --- -_ ... _., 
OFFICIAL USE ONLY . .. _-". __ . _ . --- _._---_._-_._-- --_._ ... 

r 
:;:: 
o 

ACTION COpy - DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
The Hctlon ul lke IlIlwt return tlliH Jll'I"Il1HlHmt re('onl (~llPY I t) DC/It lIIel! with Illl elHltH'Hl'IIH~lIt or acllon tal;:clI. 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE INSTRUCTION 
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Hefer(~ ilC e i3 made to the Embas:.iY r 3 de Slmt.·~il ;'io . 163 .j o. ;,:, .. ..:d 
August 26, 1955 concernint; t,h,= early r e !'Eunl'yt,lt)~-l 0i' C~I,1 VD l'a a~, '~ 0 n fi 
looking toward a muhually satis factory i llt';.~L'!) ! ·~J :, ; i!; ~ .. )n \) ( l',i!·! A.u' 
Trans port Agree;'K:nt . ThB Civil Aer0 i13u -:.i ·.;s ;)o :u' J :;;}G ~'<: !'~'l':: : )!~"";' ; 

the Depar t ment t o seek a f l.lrt hc r postponemvn ~, Jf th ese c '.m vel'sa ­
tions unti l later thi s fall . The l1nbaBsy l s 1' ,~co [1: 1e!da~/i1)n is 
reques t ed as -t o what ef fect such a postpone:Je: rt in1gh ~) ha ; e on ,)~.l ~' 

aviation relaticmshi ps . I t i s requested V],,:\;, t ,h~ Jepa r t.m·.:nt ::,e 
infor med of t he Emba!isy ' s vi€\'{,'3 by -teleCl'!-!"!'l . 
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INCOMING TELEGRAM Department of State ACTION COpy 
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Act ion 
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C ontrr,i 

Rec'd 
AFU, ..---" "FROM: Ha be na ---1.-' . " • -

D£PARTiMT OF STATE · .,' . In fo 

i~ r·1n 
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TO: BU AU 0, '" 
... , , 

NO: 

Secretary of State 

88 , September 16 , 4 p . m. ;' 
i 
I 

Reference: Depar tment A-76 .; 
I 
I 

!ffir-;I R Ai., 'Jtr;EJN li/dR) " 
I ' tr'7 luGe . -: 

'(17/4,0/,' ./ 
, ,!fi " ; 

---'" - ' - ....:...--. - ' 

Account s t eadily i nc r easing 'pressure Cuba n offic ia ls rep ·rt 
t hey mus t ob tain mut ually sa\tis f acto r y i n t e rpre t a t i cn air (,'l g' 

• 

agreement year-end or take uh.:lJ:atera l action a id Cia Ci.,~ a ::a . --.J :xl 
On t his basis, Embas sy believes ' pos t pone men t fea sible ; ; .)'i e'~ ·~ e:> '£ :': 
or early December pr ov ided CAB n O loJ aSS L:r e s Hilli o:gness c ·' c s .;~: ~ ~ 
t hem. " ; 
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OLITGOiNG 
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Departlnen t 

( ; /11 .\\1/ 1 , d llfll! 

SENT TO ; AivIEMBASSY, HADAi,A 

O "~ i " 

Inl", 
Re. discussion interpretati.on Air Agreer,~~ent. US a1 ·:reeable ,seLa 

l , 

repres(mtative to Habana renew discussions at d3te spec .ifie d b,Y C ~tbnn C ~O'lt?:'fl;'::':;nv 

after January 1, 1956. Due personnel shortages and otht:;T' n(:!go tiG t "Lons i t '''io~Ld 

"Iork hardship US send representati v e sooner. However if imper a t ive open 

discussions this month advise soonest. 
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FROM: Ha L,::ma 

TO: 

NO: 

Secretary of State 

1G3 , Docember 13 , 11 

Co rtrot: 
Rec'd: 
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-~ i . j~ p:-. I 
Cuban Government agreeable de l ay i ng air agree 'ner:t '3 i s cI. ; ~' ;' : :,;,: ~FI ,<? 
to January 1956 anj suggests January ~ as beg i nninf '3a t e _ ~ 
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