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Had 2-hour conversation with President and Foreign Minister
Guell evening Wednesday August 21. This report delayed be-
cause spent all fellowing day at ceremonies connected sink-
ing new offshore o0il well Camraguey province.

FROM: Habana
T0: Secretary of State

NO: 117, August 23, 5 p.w.

STITL  TVNIT™O0 M/Wy  guI oL
TINGNLTY T LSON INTNNDOQ SIHE

First hour all pleasantries. Eatista indicated wished retain
and continue ‘good relations with US and felt that as I was
accrecited his government I should support him.

I pointed out at length that we had been subject to much )
criticism because of feeling that US Government was especially
friendly to him not only in outward appearances but in sup-

plying of arms and munitions under MAP which were being used L
to kill Cubans. I stated it was my position to be strictly ~
neutral. He said he understood my position and agreed. I .
asked President if he would not take the same position were ¢l
he in my place and he replied yes.

Reference attacks by Masferrer, Vasconcelos, and Rosell 1
mentioned that the resolution introduced by Senator Rosell
was still receiving wide circulation in Senate-franked en-
velopes. I indicated that I personally did not mind but
pointed out that such mailings gave impression that un-
friendly relationship still existed between Cuban Government
and American Embassy. Batista showed embarrassment and sur-
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prise and insofar as Vasconcelos was concerned stated that e
although he was helpful he was hard to contrpl. @

: : ~L
Batista was first to bring up Oriente trip, inquired if W)
I had been to Moa Bay and Nicaro, and discussed huge American L

investments. Then, referring to Santiage, he said that
demonstrations in all Cuba by weomen and youths were
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Communist-inspired. This is in line with usuzl goverrrent
propaganda.

I peinted out that if nis goverrwert nad indicated In avy
wanner that it did nnt wish =e tr go I cbviocusly weuld have
¢sncelled the trip. As 1 had peinted cut to him on toe
rccasion oi presentaticrn of credrntinlzs and Ehrougn tine press,
Orierte was legiczl and cbvicus province fer firvrst visit., A=z
to statement I made in Santiago, I poirted rut tr President
that 1 was fz2ced with but twe cheoices. (39 To rer:in nen-cor-
mittal which implied endorsement, (B) te . ke the statevent

I did. Batista made no corrent but nedded in =greement. 1
then outlined further contemplared trips in Cub2 and asked

his appreoval befere we completed cur plans.

I assured Batista that I was fully aware that as long as 1

was accredited to his government 1 rust do nething te embarrass
his government and that 1 wias anxinus te tontinue to —aintain
geod and ceeperative relations. te which he beartily agreed.
Meeting thrcughout wis cerdial and friesdly.

I feel strongly that events since rmy arrivil july 15 culri-
nating in foregoing conversation h2ve achieved desired nb-
jective of firmly convincing Batists and his goevernment as well

as Cuban pecple of Lasic US policy eof non-interventicn and
neutrality in Cuoan internal affairs., At ssme tirme fundamentally
Iriendly and cooperative relairicns between twe governtents
unimparied. S
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FROM: nabana
T0: Secretary of State

NO: 116, August 24, ..

EM3TEL 117 August 21,
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