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Cuban Ambassador's Call on Mr. Holland re recent
charges by Dominicen General against Cuban Chief of Staff

Assistent Secretary Henry F. Holland, ARA w
Mro. Terrevce G. Leonhardy, Cuban Desk Offiecer, MID

ARA - Mr, Hollend Amembassies: Ciudad Trujillo
MID - Mr, Newbegin 7 Hebena
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Ambassador Campa began by stating thet he had received s
call from the Acting Cuban Minister of State sbout the charges
which were mede this week by General Hermida, Chief of Staff
of the Dominicen Republic®s Army, to the effect that General
Tabernilla had been supplying large quantities of arms from Cuban
Army arsenals to three persons who were to uss them for subversive
activities in the Dominican Republices The Ambassador seid he

_informed Dr. Guell that to his knowledge Hermida's charges had

received publicity within the United States in only the two
Spenish language dailies (in Miami and New York) o

Ths Ambassador said he was instructed to inform our Govermnent

“that the charges had absolutely no foundation. He deseribed

General Taberuilla as & gentleman who would never think of engaging
in such activitiss, Furthermore, he explainsd that since Prssident
Batista assumed his office in 19562 he has maintainsd a poiicy of
malinbaining frisndly relations with other countriss and none-intere
vention in their internal affairs. Ihe Ambassador said he was N
intimately aware of this policy as he .lped form it as Migister ‘ot
States Whils he waes in that p031tlon,vuba resumad relabions WIﬁh o
& number of countries, he addedes S

The Dominican charges, the ambassador stated, wers of consldarabii
concern to his Government as it had dons everything possible to = -
avoid complications with the Dominicans. ie felt thet these changes-
might result in a retaliation in the Cubun press over which the
Cuban Goverument, under its policy of maintaining fresdom of the press,

could exercise little control. He ocited as an example the publicity
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given to the murder of a Dominican who was working on the construction
of the new Hilton Hotel last summer and local press charges that it
‘was a political murder instigated by the Dominican Republic. He said
a thorough investigation was still being conducted by his Government
-to determine the facts in this case.

The Ambassador said that in respect to the present charges,
which seem to stem from rumors that arms had disappeared from a
Cuban Army arsenal, the Cuban Goverament was prepared to supply ths
Dominicen Government with any type of proof it desired that they
have no foundation. He added that he simply wanted us to be ine
formed of the Cubans?® feelings in the mabttere.

Ir. Holland enswersd that he was well awars of the Cuban posi=
tion, but appreciated the frank expression of Cuba's stand as
presented by the Ambassadore

After departing from Mre. Holland's offics, the Ambassador told
Mre Leonhardy that he had dealt with Trujillo a number of times
while he was Minister of State and had a desp admiration for himse
He said he was thinking seriously of btalking to Ambassador Salazar,
with whom he is on friendly terms, about General Hermidats charges
in an effort to alleviate the sibuctlons '
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