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In response to the Depértment's communication of yesterday on this sub;jec:-l
Ambassador Smith made the following po:mts in connection with questions raised:

(1) there was no definite information as to who commandeered the Viscount aireraft |
but presumably they were of the "20 of July Movement". Also, there is a possibility 9

) With respect to the involvement §}
. the Ambassador sald the Embassy h
‘ b -fu be exercised on this point. B
tinez was ben.nv brought Yo Habana today and would be questioned. (3)
Ay W brying o force the plane to land in a rebel-controlled.
‘be found in the dark and their forced landing at

ston was
has no know'le ge~of the type of uniform he wore.

The Ambagsador sa.id the Ermbagsyts investigation of the crash was dicapped
by the lack of an Air Attaché plane as the Air Force Mission plane was Key West
and the Navy Mission plane was in Jacksonville, both will be gone for Wo three

days. The Ambassador is trying to get ones of the afficers back to o Marti=
nez. il

r, %I
Mr. Leonhsrdy told the Ambassador the Department had received his communi-
cation requeating the assigtment of a small aircraft to the Air Attaché and that we
had passed the request to the Defense Department and were working through some new
channels to try to get.a aircraft assigned to the Air Attaché. He said he

could not promise imme on but that we were hopeful that something could be
Eim » at least on a {mll is in the near future. -‘ __J
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(1) Only one uniformed body has been recovered and the Enbassy
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The GOC, accordin; to the Ambassador, is conducting: an investication and ]
is requesting that we also conduct one. Fr. Leonhardy pointed out that as the
aircraft belonged to a Cuban airline and the crash occurred in Cuba most of the
factual information on which our authorities corld base an investisation wauld
have to come from the GOC. He added that we would inform the U.S. press today

to this effect if queried on this subject.

With respect to efforts being made to salvage the plane and remove the
remaining boedies, the Ambassador said the Cuban airlines has requested hoisting
equipment be sent from our Guantanamo Naval Bast to 1ift the plane from the bottom
of the harbor where it is embedded in mud. He said Guantanamo indicated that it
would be sometime before such equipment could be made available at the scene of the
accident; that instead it was now acquiescing to the airline'!s request for divers
to assist in recovering the bodies. The Ambassador understood that divers would

be despatched to the scene by Guantanamo soon.
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