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r The GOC, according to the Ambassador, is conducting an investigation and‘—]
is requesting that we also conduct one. Mr. Leonhardy pointed out that as the
aircraft belonged to a Cuban airline and the crash occurred in Cuba most of the
factual information on which our authorities comld base an investigation would
have to come from the GOC. He added that we would inform the U.S. press today
to this effect if queried on this subject.

With respect to efforts being made to salvage the plane and remove the
remaining bodies, the Ambassador said the Cuban airlines has requested hoisting
equipment be sent from our Guantanamo Naval Bast to 1ift the plane from the bottom
of the harbor where it is embedded in mud. He said Guantanamo indicated that it

~ would be sometime before such equipment could be made available at the scene of the
accident; that instead it was now acquiescing to the airline'!s request for divers
to assist in recovering the bodies. The Ambassador understood that divers would
be despatched to the scene by Guantanamo soon.
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[—-Embassy also had a stiory that General Cantillo's son was aboard. , l

The Ambassador said there had been a reaction by the GOC to our statement
indicating that we d:ud not know who had commandeered the Viscount plane which '
crashed at Preston. e wondered why we had not attributed it to the "26 of July
fovement". Mr. Leonhardy replied that we had no information from the Embassy to
that effect until last evening but proposed to get the story out today now that
the Ambassador had indicated our Consular Officers had seen the arm bands on bodies ©
removed from the wreckage. '

AT 5:00 P.M. . !
Mr. Leonhardy called Ambassador Smith to state that Col. Kieffer, registered

© agent for the Cuban Government, was making a statement on the Cuban airplane crash
which differed substantially from the information supplied by the Embassy. The
Colonel indicate@ that all bodies have been recovered and that one American citizen,
Ponce de Leon, was foc nd to be in rebel uniform. In reply, he ‘Ambassador said that
four bodies were st
covered. Only two bodies have been recovered in uniform: that of Rall Rolando .
Rodriguez y Villegas jd Pedro Va.ldéz Or’ca. With respect 1o col. Kn.effer's stat ment |
that 't.he plane W i st

that the plane was ae :Lni'bely out of fuel.
Caat V may have
; The Ambassa.dor emphas:.zed tha'b the Cuban Govermuent réport/differed from the
facts obtained from Mr. Martinez in that the Government had interviewed the three
survirvors. He said th‘t Mr. Martinez had been met by Mr. Braddock at the Airport the
night before; that Francis McCarthy of UPI was there but did not press Martinez with
questions because 'of his condition. Martinez has several brg ken bones
from shock, and presently is in the Anglo-American hospital - Mr.
« ‘w'ere concerned sbout the sai‘ety of Mar suggesti

sy should advise him~to return e U.S
The Ambassador said he did not know wh, the: Mr
e ‘was still hosPJ.talized : : '
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Aiico Policy:

01274

Assured: Compania Cubana de Aviacion S,.,A.
Accident: November 1, 1958 - Cuba
Aircraft: Viscount CU-T=-603

Qur File: 168,508
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Mr, Williem A, Wieland _
Director 7 .
Office of Caribbean and Mexican Affairs
Department of State
Washington 25, D. C.

.. 57TP¥  AIICO Policy: 0127l
e [ . Assured: <Companisa Cubana de
Aol [\ ~ Accident: November 1, 1958

! | \\ Aircraft: Viscount CU-T-603
_ Our File: 1681508

Dear Mr. Wieland'

~ In reply to our letter of December 1, 1958 ‘reques
information about an accident 1nvolving a Viscoun £

is part of the State Depart :
is not available is there other ma rial,
releases issued by the Department, which yo
please send us a copy of the available doc
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.  Respectfully referred to

Hon. William Macomber, Jr.
\ssistant Secretary

Department of State
Washington 25, D. C.

for such consideration as the communication

herewith #f.subhitted may warrant, and for a report

thereon, in duplicate to accompany return of

gglgsug Q.

By direction of
-

ESTES KEFAUVER
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Oﬁic‘e_ Mb’ fmnd e UNITED STATE GOVERNMENT

0 :  L/A - Mr, \rarde M. bameron DATB: October 7, 1959

FROM REA - ‘(:erajl.d W. Russell ‘

SUBJECT: Request from Senator Kefauver for certain documents relating to
the crash of the Cubana plane in Oriente Province of Cuba :

~ Attached herewith is a letter to Senator Kefauver enclosing
a copy of the statement by Mr. Osiris Martinez c ncerning the
V‘Gubana crah which was requested by the atte ey in this case.
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