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" automotive vehicles purchased in the United States

operations. This particular vehicle was subsequent- :
- 1y released, partly as a result of the Embassy's
:;reprosontatienlgé The Embassy is not in possession
- of any details regarding the other 11 vehiocles re-
portedly taken over by the Cuban Govtrnnnnt. The
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The HonorabI
The Secretary of State,
Washington, D. C. i :
Sir: ‘ | oo

I have the honor to report that a mumber of

from Army war surplus by private United States
commercial firms and sold to Cuban importers for
use in asgriculture and for other .purposes have
been expropriated by .the Cuban Government on the
ground that they are armored vehicles whose im-
portation without prior pernit from the Ministry
of War is prohibited.

The Embassy has received 1nrorlation'ooncorn-
ing a number of cases of this type and reports to
date indicate that some 37 vehicles have already
been confiscated by the Cuban Government., In this
category are 15 "scout cars”™ exported by Price &
Compeny of Cincinnati to Cooperativa de Omnibus

iad A.; 8 scout cars exported by the

rgia Tractor Company to Benito REMEDIOS; and
a command car, the property of the Aero Service
Company of Philadelphia, which was brought into
the country temporarily in connection with an
asrial mapping survey that company had contract
to do for the Juraguas Mining Company in Oriente
Province, The latter automobile had already‘ba
cleared through customs on a temporary basis
was confiscated im Oriemte Province while actual-
ly in use by the Aero Service Company in its mapping
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figure of 37 vehicles mentioned was volunteered by "
General Genovevo PEREZ Damera, head of the Cuban
Army.

{
The Embassy has been informsd today that 3 more
. surplus wvehicles, White scout cars, part of a total
shipment of 6 sent by Brevaire & Compeny, 19 Recteor
Street, New York, N. Y, arrived on January 6,1946
and were confiscated by the Government. The importer
in this case, Mr. Gerardo VASQUEZ from Camaguey, took
precautions to prevent Government selzure but to ne
avail, Having heard of the action ‘of the Cuben Govern-
ment with regard to other similar vehicles and upon
investigation learning that the action of the Cuban
Government was motivated by the fact that these vehicles
were considered armored, Mr, Vasquez requested the
United States exporter to remove the superstructures
of the vehicles and to ship only the chassis.

Mr. Vasquez has informed the Embassy that the

Cuban Government has-stated it will take over all
- motoriged equipment originally built for the United

‘States Army whioh is exported as surplus te Cuba.
It considers, according to Mr. Vasquez, all sueh
vehicles bullet proof and subjeet absolutely to
Ministry of War control. Even chassis alone, reported-
ly, are in the same category; the bullet proof aspect,
so far as Government regulations are concerned, is not
altered by removal of the superstructure.

Mr. Vasquez stated that General Pbrez Damera in-
formed him that the Government did not wish trucks of
the armored category to be used in Cuba by other than
the Cuban Armed Forces and volunteered the statement
that if persons not sympathetic to the present regime
obtained possession of the numerous vehiscles of the
type under reference now being imported, it might
raetlitato the possible activities of subversive ele-
meNntv8e

The Embassy has been requested in the case o tho
15 scout cars shipped to Cooperativa de Omn ados,
S. A., by Price & Company, of Cinclnnati, to =
Its local representative in collecting rrom t
Gevern:ant the value of the seized truaks.'

. .8 reluctant to take stepa to obtain
y t tron the Cuban Government because as an im-
porter it might become subjeet to the penaltios to
whieh iuportorl of seized merchandise are subject.

The Enbassy is 1nrernod that Prioe & CQm
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irrevocable letter of credit but whemn it learned
that the vehicles were taken over by the Cuban -~
Government it applied the amount of the credit
to other shipments to the local firm, This action
was allegedly taken as a gesture to Omnibus Aliados
which annually purchases about $200,000 to $300,000
worth of merchandise from Price & Company. The
Embassy is inclined to doubt that the transfer of
the eredit covering the fifteen vehicles mctually
took place and it is inclined to believe that the
statement made by Price & Company is merely an
attempt to induce the Embassy to tgke steps to ob-
tain payment for the vehielos from the Cuban Govern-
ment, presumably on the assumption that any steps
the Embassy might t e in the premises would be more e
successful than those which might be initiated by
Omnibus Aliados. Im view thereof, the Embassy is
reluctant to intercede with the Cuban Government im
this particuler case and therefore proposes to take
ro action nnless otherwise instructed by the Depart-
ment, -

: The problans which arise from the aforementioned

developments are twofold: 1) the closing of this area
as an outlet for some of the surplus army vehicles;
and 2) the difficulties confronting Americam e xporters
who ship merchandise-in the above category to Cuba
except on a cash in advance basis,

The llbassy believes that publiecity, through the
Foreign( Gommerce Weekly and othsr media, should be .
given this matter so that American exporters entering oA
into negotiations with Cuban importers may be fully
aware of the possible consequences of shipping sueh
vehicles here and may make suitable arrangements for
advance payment for any such merchandise exported. s
My, Gerardo Vasquez, mentioned above, stated that he “
had discussed his own case, involving the six scout 1
cars, with the head of the Cuban Army and was informed
thet the Government did not intend to make payment for
any of the vehiecles confiscated and that it would con-
tinue the policy of seizing all armored motorized
equipment purchased from army surplus in tho od
States and exported to Cuba. Should its av
tion be carried out, no surplus armored t
scout ocars, command cars or other similarly
vehicles eoculd be shipped to Cuba, except i .
case of sales to the Cuban Government, and the )assy
ould appreeciate receiving the Department's su ;
and comments with respect to this partioculer phase
the problem,

R.speetrully yours,
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‘To the ‘
Officer in Charge of the American Miuion,
. Habanea,

The Seoretary of State rcforl to the Embassy's despatch
868 of January 9, 1946, entitled "Army surplus sutomotive
vehicles shipped to privato parties in Cuba be taken over
by the Cuban Government”, and to Military Attach§ Report
MIG 302-100 of November 30, 1945 on the same subject.

Before considering the matter further, the Departmsnt
- .would like the sdditional information asked for below,.

ovE=-1/¥2° LSS

What regulations were published by the Cuban Govern-
‘ment thsat would inform importers in Cubs and exporters in
~ the United States that U.8, Army surplus sutomotive vehicles
would be considered armored vehicles the importation of
whish without prior permit from the Ministry of War is
‘-prmbitud? N

B , o Has tho Embessy :.'noivcd eny information direct n-m
mpomibln Cuban authorities that they have confiscated
d to confiseate al]l such vehicles, and is the Cuban
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mt desircus of shutting out all imports of such
‘“v.huln by prﬁ.ntc individuals and ﬁm?

Does tho Embassy consider that tmro is any Jmtiﬁ.c&-
_tion for the Guban Go ‘t.'n :oa;-s thgt ‘these vohiclu




express nndomtmdina that the armor plate would be remeved
from the zides and sowl before the earse were taken frem
the original purehaser's premises,

In addition, it might be peointed out that this Govern=
ment is taking steps as fast :ndponiblc to eliminate its
few remeining wartime export import comirels and te
return all fereign trade to the hands ef private traders,
and it is hoped that Cubs will do likewise, If the Bulun
Government still ecnsiders that it must contrel imperts of
‘the vehieles in question, the Embassy should urge that it -
give full and detailed publicity to this faect and also give
the Embasgsy official notise in order that this Govermment
may inferm oxpemrt in this country as soon as possible,

Mereover, if contro 'by the Cuban CGovernment of imperts

ef these vehicles iz to continued, 1t should be msde slear

Just what type of equipment is to be under centrol, and
whether the Cuban Govermment ls to be the only purehaser and
consignee of sush equipment or whether the appliecations for
import permits will simply be screened to make sure that the
vehiecles are. net destined for possible. mbvortivc clmatu

The Mauy will recall that inm order to assist the

éther American republies in the K group of countries te

obtain such equipment, the OIT placed used U.S. Army surplus
trusks, ineluding jeeps, under general llcense and has been

~lieensing freely new surplus sutemotive equipment. If the

Cuban Govermment Is to be the only importer of such vehieles,
tho matter ean be simplified by announesments to that effest
to importers in Cuba and to exporters in the United States.
If Guban importers other than the Govermmeniiare te be ale
lewed to impert this type of equipment, but only wnder impert
poni.t, exports from this eountry weuli be indirectly eon-
1led by sueh permits, In sdditionm, in the ease of the
ﬁ' :m:hu equipment under individual expert lisense im
8 sountry, eash applieation wou. e saréfully sereened

~ by the OIT for end use, In the ease of the surplus. qqulment"

1ieemse, the contrel exereised by the Cuban
hpcrt enses would undeubtedly be sufficient to comtrel
mom frem this country after exporters have e in

formed, Should thn hbany nnd thn Gv.m Gev

r,r:t ntutml 4in a previeus paragreph, b
!-rm mwt :;ﬁ* In
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country for these vehicles that comparatively few have been
made available for export, and the problem seems rather to
be that not enough will be available for export., The second
point raised by the Embassy could be taken care of, in so
far as the future is concornod,rby giving the necessary
publicity in this country as soon as the questions raised in
this instruction are cleared up by the Embassy. In so far
as payments for shipments already made are concerned, 1t
would be appreciated if the Embassy would report fully to
the Department if American exporters are still having dif-
ficulty in obtaining payment for vehicles which were confis-
sated by the Cuban Governmont.. '

With regard to the soout cars mentioned in the Hiliﬁary
~ Attachf's report under reference, the Department requests
that it be informed whether the proposed investigation has
been completed, whether sny of the scout cars wmre ;cw.ally
" armored and, if so, who were the American exporters in each
“'.o )

-:f:;g;

. : Finnlly, it would be appreciated if an early roply

A " eould be made, preferably by airgram, te those parts of
this instrustion which indicate action or information needed
here prior to any Iﬂ%g.ltdé ‘publicity, In making the reply
the Embassy should clearly indicate what part of the airgram
1: for publieation.

~ The Embassy will appreciate thn hesitaney of thp agencies
in Washington in issuing public statements on this subject
until the official views of the Cuban Government, inelu
perhaps the Ministries of Comnerce and Foreign Affhirs, have
been obtained, The Cuban Embassy in Washington, for example,
hes several times in recent weeks, reqiested from the Depart-
ment licensing and other assistance in obtaining surplus .
v-hieloa for export te the Cuban Government.




Enclosure No. 2 to despatch No. 1101 dated
February 15, 1946, from the Embassy at Habana

/TRANSLATION/

Cerlos Mendlets y Montefur, quvisional President
of the Republic of Cuba,

Hereby Makes Knowns

That the Cabinet has avproved and I have ratified
the following:

Whereas: 1In view of the necessity of renressing
those acts which tend to disturb the country, the Govern-
ment is compelled to take alll possible measures to main-
tain national peace, assigning the punitive sanction
appropriate to the penal infraction committed by elements
that lurk in the shadows beset with the idea of cerrying
the nation toward anarchy and chaos. ’

Whereas: The Government, in a previous Decree-Law,
established the standards that it believed proper in
order to impose the most severe sanction on those who,
cloeked in poorly understood politics, carry out vandalism
- against property and persons, end as a consequence it is
necessery to nullify the means availeble to those Builty
persons for impunity in their reprehensible designs.

Whereas: National interest and oublic welfare call
for prohibition of the use snd importation by private -
individuals of any kind of bullet proof vehicle that may
be used without risk in carrying out the deeds referred
to in the preceding peragraphs, and the raising to the
criminal category, under the jurisdiction of the Summary
Courts, the infraction of the provisions of the present
laws,

Therefore: In use of the faculties conferred upon
me by Joint Resolution of thé Provisional Government,
deted March 8, 1935, the Executive Power resolves to
dictaté the following.

Law No. 168

Article I~ Any person introducing or attempting
to introduce into the Republic of Cuba, without the
corresponding permit from the Chief of the Constitutional
Army, a vehicle of any kind, with armor-plate, regardless
of the intended use thereof shall be punished by a
penalty of from two to five years imprisonment.

Cuban consuls abroad will refrain from authorizing
the shipment to this Republic of vehicles referred to -
in this article, except those consigned to the Constitu-
tional Army.

 The



The Customs administrators or their delegates shall
not clear any vehicle of the type mentioned in this lew
unless the previous authorization referred to above has
been presented. { :

An armored vehicle 1s one in the construction of which -
there have been employed steel plates or other metals
.~ which are bullet proof.

Article II- A sentence of five to eight years imprison-
ment shall be incurred by any person having, manufacturing
" or using vehicles described In the above disposition with-

out the corresponding gﬁrmit from the military authorities
referred t0e

Article III=- The knowledge and resolution of the crimes
created by this law shall be under the jurisdiction of
the Summary Courts.

Article IVe This law shall be in force from the date
.. of its publication in"the Official Gezette of the Republic.

Therefore: I order compliance and exécution of the
present law in all of its parts,

Issued at the Presidential Palace, Habena, on the
21st day of the month of May, 1935,

"Carlos Mendieta

Carlos M. de la Rionda
Secretary of Agriculture end
Acting Secretary of National Defense

Trenslated/jw
Copy/dts '
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