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NFIDENTIAL 

SUbj eot: .A'rI.I'I' surplus 
to prlYate 

Sir: 

I haTe the '·honor ~ to report that a nuaber o~ 
auto.otiye vehioles purohased in the United States 
tram Ar.m7 war surplus by private United state. 
coameroial firms and sold to Cuban ~port.rs tor 
use ia asricultare and tor other .purpose. haye 
been expropriated b7~he Cuban Government on the 
Croua4 that they are armored yshiele. whose im
portation without prior permit trom the Ministry, 
or War is ,Prohibi tad.. 

!he ma~assy has reoeived in~or.aatioD CODeerD
ing a aUilber ot oa.e. of th1~ type and. reports to 
date iaiioate that same 37 yehiel •• have alrea47 
_ •• a oonfisoated by the Cubaa Goy.ram.at. III thi. 
category ara 15 "scout oars" exporte4 by Prioe &. 
Caapany of Cincinnati to CooperatiTa de Oanibu8 
.Allados! S. A.; 8 scout oars exportaa: by the 
tUirala '!ract.r CompaBY' to Benito ..... les; and 
a eomuul. oar. the property ot the Aero Serri.oe 
Coa, .. ,. of Philadelphia, which waa brought into 
the cOWltlT te.porari17' i. cOJUleotloD wi tll all 
•• rial .. ppiq 8Vvey that ooapa.Dy 11a4 cODtracted. 
to do tor tae Juragua JUJllag CoapanT 1. Orieate 
ProTla... Tok. latter autaaoblle had alrea4T be .. 
olear ... throup ouatoa. Oil a teapora17 baai. bUt, 
was oontiscated 18 Ori •• te Proylnce waile actual-
IT 18. .. e D;r UleA.ero Servioe CoapaAY in 1,. u.ppiDg 
operation.. Thi. particular Tehlele was 8ub •• quent- s 
17 relea.e4, partly .a • reault o:r/tae ".ssy'8, 2; 
repr.8.Dtatl0 •• ~ Th ... basaT i. Dot1a posaesaioll ;' 
ot uT d.talls r •• ard.iJl£ the otaer 11 Tehicles re- ~ .. -A 

p'brte41T tak •• 8Ter -1' the Oub .. GoTeraaent. '1'lle 

~,t~~. 
Ji'(,._~,~ I 

y se. Dlba8sy'8 restricted despatch No. 8~~2l ot 
Ja11~o.71" 194.6 enti tIed "Slizure by .ouf)~~~; 
Go~e~.e.t .ot Vehicle belon~in~ to Aero ' 
St"l.ceQotRoratloa. Phl1ade:1Rllla. 
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figure of 37 vehicle. mentioned was volunteer.t..Jl7 
General Genovevo PBRBZ Daaera,.head ot the Cuban 
..Iray. 

I' 
The Babass)" has beeD informed today that :3 aor. 

surplus vehicles, White soout cars, part ot a total 
shipaent ot 6 sent by Brevaire & Company, 19 Reotor 
street, New York, N. Y. arriTed on Jaaua.ry 6,1946 
and were oontiscated by the GoTernaent. The i.porter 
ia this case, Mr. Gerardo VASQUEZ trom Camaguey, took 
precautio •• to prevent Government seizure but to,no 
aiail. Having heard ot the actlon ~t the Cuban Govern
ment with regard to other similar vehioles and upon 
investigatlcm learn1n~ that the action ot the Cuban 
apyer ... n't was aotiT,te4 by the~act that these vehicle. 
were cOIl.·ldere" armored.' JIr. Vasquez requested the 
UDi~.4 a'ates e~.rter to r.aOTe the superstructure. 
ot the T.hioles ant to ship only the chaasi •• 

1Ir. Vaaque_z has int0ra.d the Emba.sY' that the 
Cub.. Go..,..rDII8nthas ~ stated it will talce oyer all 

-' aotorizea equlPaeDt originally built tor th. Uait.d. 
. Stat •• I.rIq whioh is exported as surplus toCubao 
It e ••• ilers. aecordlDg to Mr. Vasquez, all such 
Tehiole. bullet proot aad subJ •• t absolutely to 
If1nistry ot War oontrol. ETeD ohassis alOlle, reported-
17, are i. the .... oatecory; the bullet proot aspeot, 
80 ~ar as GOTernment regulations are cODcerned, is Dot 
al tare' by r.acT&! ot the,superstruoture. 

1Ir. Vasquez .tatect that GGar&! Perez na.ra in
tormel h~ tkat the GOTernaen't did Dot wish trUck. ot 
the a1'llOre4 oatesory to be use' in Cuba bY' oth.r thaD 
taG OabaR Arae4 Fer... and yoluat •• re4 the atat ... nt 
that it persoas &ot .yapathat1c to the preseat recae 
obtaine4 , ••••• S10D ot the ... arous Tahlele. ot the 
t7P ... Ier r.tereao. aow being1aport.d, it ~IR~ 
taoilitate the po.sible activiti •• ot a ...... ralT •• l.
... ts. 

~e Jab •• sy haa b... reque.t.d 1. the case, ot the 
lS 800U.t oars ahlppec1 to co0r-ratlya d. Qu.lb:a • .6ilados, 
S. A., by Fri ••• CO.pan7, ° ClnCllUl8.tl, \0 a •• l.' 
it. 1 ••• 1 repre.entatlTe 18 colleoting trom tae Gaban 
GeTeraMDt t-. yal"e ot the .eized tru.k ••. co.eratlya J 

'8 .•••• .&1ia48., a.corting to ita pr.sid •• t, oUr. 
1Ill~lltlSt i. reluctant to tate steps to obtaia ,..,...t tro. the ""baD GOTeru.ent because a8 .. ia
porter lt aiptbeoo •• subje.t to the ,ea.1t1 •• to 
.. ie.b. i.portera ot seiz.d merohandise are SUbject. 

The Em1D •• sy 1s interM4 tllat Prio. &; eo.P8l17 
shipped the.e lS oars to ·o.alb". Aliade. qaiust an 

irrevocable 
.. , 

/ 
.-



irrevocable letter ot oredit but when it learned 
that the Tehicles were taken OTer by the Cuban/=
GoyerDm8Dt it applied the amount ot the credit 
to other ahipaents to the local tir.m. This actioD 
was allegedly taken as a g$sture to Omnibus Aliados 
which annually purchases about t2oo,o66 to '300f~~O 
worth ot .. rehandiee trom Price ~ Company. T.ae 
Fabassy is inolined to doubt that the trans~.r ot 
tAe ore4it cOTering the tifteen Tehicles aotually 
took plaoe and it is inclined to believe that the 
stat .. eat made by Price &. Company 1s merely aD. 
attempt to induce the Embassy to t~ke steps to ob
tai. P81l11.eD.t tor the vehicles trom'the Cuban Govern
ment, presumably on tbe assumption that any steps 
the labassy aight t~ in the pr,emi88S would be more 
successtul than thoee which might be initiated by 
Qaalbus Aliadoa. Ia Tiew thereot, the Embassy is 
reI.otani to interoede with the Cuban Goyern.ent i. 
tAle particular case and tberefore proposes to take 
ao action unless otherwise instructed by the Depart
.ent. 

Ts. probl ... which arise troa ~e atorementioned 
4eTelo"'B~. are twofold: 1) the closing ot thls area 
.s .. outlet for soae ot the surplus arlIT Tehicles; 
ud 2) "lte cl1ttlcultie. confronting Americo exporters 
ao ship Mrehandie ... i. the above eategory to Ouba 
exoept OA a c.Shin adTanoe basis. 

!ke ~ •• S1 belieTe. that publioity, through the 
Forel .. CGoameroe Weekl,. aad otller .ect1a, should De 
ciTea th1a Ilatterso that AIlericaD exportera eateriDS 
iato aegotiatioDs with Cubu iaporters )18.1' b. tull1' 
aware ot the possible consequenoes ot shipplag sueh 
T •• ielo. here and .. ,. .ake suitable arranc ... nta tor 
adTaa •• payment tor &ay such merchandise _exported. 
Mr. Gerardo Vasquez, .8.t1"0118d above, stat.' that he 
had disous •• ' hi. Oft oase, .involvlag the.ix 8coUt 
oars, wi th the .ead. ot the Cub.. Aray aDd. was intora~cl 
that tae GoTerue.t di4 Bot 1ato.d to llake payaeJlt for 
.. ,. ef the Yabiole. eoatiseated and.tAat it woald'con
i1... tae pollo1' et .e1'zlac all araored aotoriz.' 
.qalpae.t »vollased troa &nil' surplus iA the U.it .... 
states .... exported to cu..a. Should its aTow •• *Bten-

~::i::: ... :ar~.ji:;::~;~::~:!E:!:-.. !~!!~ii:~!~.'.' .. ;.t .•... ,p. S, , 

ea •• Of sales to the Cuban GoT8ruw •• , ud the .. baasT 
..u. appre.i ••• r ••• iTing the Depart.entts 8qge8tlon8 

oel e._ •• ts with respect to this partioular ,118,'S8 ot 
~e probl_. 

1'110 •• '.12 
lOr ' 4'5. 
10 

.especttally yours, 
:ror t • 

ward 
'T"'II-II-4['I!.1iaoh' 
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country tor th ••• ~.h1.l.~ tbat oomparatively f.w hay. b •• n 
mad. avallabl. tor export, and. thfJ proble ...... rather to 
b. that not .n~ w111 b. available tor axport. ~ .eooD4 
point ft.1 ••• 1)7 the ElliballJ" could 'be taken care 'o~, in •• 
tar a. the i'uture 1. concerned, b7 giving ,he .e ••• aUT 
publioity in thl. oountrraa ao~n .a the queationa rala84 in 
th1a 1natructlon are ol.ared up by the Baba.a'Y_ In so ~ar 
as ~,..nts tor shipment. a1rea47 ma4eareeoneerned, it 
would b. appreoia'.4 it tpe Embassy would r.port tul17 to 
the· Departm.n' it Am.J'ic~ .xporter8 are .till having 41~- ' 
tloult7 in ob'ain1nspa~.nt tor v.hicle. which were conti.-
Gat.d "by the Cuban Government. . 

With r.gard to the soout .• ars •• nt'1onad !nthe '141111;a17 
Attaohits report un4er're9trenoe, the Deparum.ntHQ.u •• t. 
that .1t be lntermed. w:p.ether the propOs.cl1nv •• 1;1satl .. bA. 
b ••• ceapleted, whether byO'! the aeaut oar" •• r.", •• ~U7 
armereel and, it 80, who ... ere the Ameri.aD. expor'hr. in ... ch ..... 

J'1nall'1, it would. be appre.iated it an ear17 Hpl,. 
oould be ... 48, preret-abl.,.b,. alrgram, 'e tho •• parts or 'hi. a.truo'1 •• wMoh ind1ca'e aetlon or information •• ade4 
here,pior t. &a7 au" •• '." 'publicit,.. In _kina ~ l'.p17 
'~aaba •• 7~h.eul.4 81~ar17 1n41cat. what part or the ail-pta. 
J.. tor ,"INltll .. 'lon. " 

!hAt BIlba.s,. 1r111 appre.late the he.ite.G,. of the a8.n.i~. 
1n W .. h'nstoa in un.1a& public .t .. t .... :~. on th1. subje.t 
u.a$11· the .t'tlo1al Tle... or the Ouban Qov.mment, 1n.lu~ 
,. •• ,.l" 1U.B1.trl •• oteo ... ~ •• an4,Forelp.At41r., .Ye" It, ...... tUn.4. The Cu.baJt ~ba.a7" in \Y8:M1ng,on, tore.pl., 
hal ••• ,ra1 time. in re •• nt ••• ka ,re.u •• te" from th.. h~t
mant 'l!oenalng and other a.slstan.. 1n ebta1D1ng surplus 
,,,.h101a. tor expert to the Cub ... Governm.ellt. ' 

i iJ . 

( ~8IY.U/W4. 
()~\J."n.~. e .• "~.\t.~ .. ~..,. ': , ;.' \'7Cv ... ~i~ > .... .);. \ • . ,.. .~. /.~ .a\.~. 1.\ 

"I'~ CP:AHHod,d\:mm 
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Enclosure NO e 2 to despatoh NOe 1101 dated 
February 15, 1946~ from the Embassy at Habana 

L.i1!RANSLATI O!y 

Carlos Mendieta y Montefur, P~~visional President 
of the Republic of Cuba, " 

Hereby Makes Known:: 

That the Cabinet has approved and I have ratified 
the following: 

Whereas: In view of the, necsssi ty of ~,repressing 
those acts which tend to disturb the country, the Govern
ment is compelled to take al~ possible measures to main
tain nat<ional peace, assigning the puni ti ve sanction 
appropriate to the penal infraction committed by elements 
that lurk in the shadows beset with the idea of carrying 
the nation tow~rd anarchy and chaoso 

Whereas: The Government, in a previous Decree-Law, 
established the standards that it believed proper in 
orde~ to impose the most severe sanction on those who, 
cloaked in poorly understood politics, carry out vandalism 
against property and persons, and' as a consequence it is 
necess8.ry to nullity the means available to those auilty 
persons for impunity in their reprehensible designso 

Whereas: National interest and nublic welfare call 
for prohibition of ,the use and importation by private ' 
individuals of any kind of bulle~proof vehiole that may 
be used without risk in carrying out the deeds referred 
to in the preceding paragraphs, and, the reising to the 
criminal category, under the jurisdiction of the Summary 
Courts, the infraction of the provisions of the present 
laws. ' 

-
Therefore: In use of the faculties conferred upon 

me by Joint Resolution of the Provisional Government, 
dated Maroh 8, 1935, the Executive Bower resolves to 
dictate the following: 

Law No. 168 
Article t- Any pe'rson introducing or attempting 

to introduce into the Republic of Cuba, without the 
c'orresponding P' rmi t trom the Chief of the Const1 tutional 
Ar.my, a vehicle ot any ki~d, with armor-plate, regardless 
of the intended use thereof, shall be punished by a 
penalty ot trom two to five years imprisonment. 

Ouban consuls abroad will refrain from authorizing 
the shipment to this Republio ot vehicles referred to 
in this article, except those consigned to the Constitu
tional A:rmy. 

The 
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The Customs administrators or their delegates shall 
not olear any vehiole of the type m.enti oned in tlirs le.w 
unless the previous authorization referred to above has 
been presented. f 

.An armored vehicle is one in the construction of which 
there have been employed steel pla ta's or other metals 
which are bullet proofo 

.4.rticle II- it sentence of five to eight years imprison
men~ shall be incurred by any .person having, manufacturing 
or using vehicles de1Jcri"bed in the above disposition with
out the corresponding p~rmit from the military authorities 
referred to. / 

Artiole III- The knowledge and resolution of the crimes 
created by this law shall be under the jurisdiction of 
the Summary Courts. 

ArtioleIV.- This law shall be in torce from the date 
of its publication in~the Official Gazette of the Republic. 

Therefore: I order oomplianoe and exeoution of the 
present law in all of its parts. 

Issued at the Pr~sidential Palaoe. Habana. on the 
21st day of the month of May, 1935. 

Carlos Mendieta 

Carlos M. de la Rionda 
Seoretary of .~rioulture and 
Aoting Secretary of National Defense 

Translated/:1w 
Copy/dts 
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