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" 0 I%have the honor to refor to'my airgram No. : sl

36 Japuary 3, 12:45 p.m., 1945, and to previous
correspondence with respect to possible smuggling
by the Cuban Navy during the period of the BATISTA
Administration. In my telegram No. 9 of January 4,
1945, I have informed the Department of the state- o
ment made by the Minister of Defense, apparently S
out of dissatisfaction over his 1nab111ty to see —
the President on matters relating to the Armed 1
Forces. The Department will have observed from S
. this telegram that the Minister ran afoul of Sena- 2
tor Eddy CHIBAS and that there now seems every '

possibility of the Minister being dropped from the T
cabinet.
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Unfortunately, Commandante Menéndez VILLOCH 2
gave a special interview on the avening of January H %
3 to a reporter of the Diario 4 na and went .. ©°
into considerable dctaiI‘?Ifﬁ ?%éﬁ%h alleged ég
smuggling activities of the Cuban Navy undcr the
previous edministration. He referred, in particu- ’{
lar, to the tires which were smuggled on boa
Gunboat a in May of last year, to which r
was made 1n the Embassy's despatch No. 834
ber 30, 1944. The Minister stated to the
that President GRAU had ordered a strict
tion after "the Government of the Unitod
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r‘sard to the use of the Gunboat Cub
tires from Miami." The Minister went
tho tiros had been slngsled on be d'th

SR



e

A

&t the time. The Embassy has no evidence that Dr.
Abalo was in any way econnected with this smuggling;
ih fact, there is reason to believe that the cen-
trary is true.) ;

It is to be regretted that the Minister attribu-
ted to the United States authorities the initiative
for this investigation of smuggling activities in the
Cuban Navy. It is epparent that the Minister is still
suf fering under the delusion that a written request
for such investigation was received by President Grau
from our Government through the Cuban Embassy in Wash-
ington. I shall take occasion off my next cenversation
with President Grau to straighten out this matter and
to assure him once more that it is not the desire or
intention of my Government to interfere in any way
with the intermal affairs of his Government.
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Roapéctfully;yours,
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Referance Efhaes s despateh lg. 8548, Jonuery
5, 1945 regarding gnuggling of tirss by Cgban lavy.:

Embagsy now in rsceipt of of? 3.cia1 ooxmun-‘soatien ,
txom litnistry of 3State advising that Hajox Fraancieqo
José DE ARCE of the Cuban Army has been #fastructed By

. tie Supreme I"llitary Oocurt to inwvestigate teptain '

- sauggling activitigs in Flamil and reguesgting the co-»
*operapion of our mchoritias in that city. :iajor
de Arge wiill e accompanisd by two other neubers of
the Amled Porces, Lientenant Iuces Ge Ce LUIAD‘IID
10¥Y48 and Sergeant Andles IANIGUEIRQ.

. iinjor 4e Arce had already approaehed the ‘Naval
. o tiisgion wnd the Nevel Kttaohé vejtasting thsir as- .
; sigstance in okrtainlng the collaborahian of the Ugltsd
States Treasury répreséntative .in Mlamiae’ As se®nas
the notc . froa Ghe Liinlsiry of State vas recgived, the
Enbassy telgphoned ire Charles Z. WYATL of the ilani
office of the United Statcps Treagudy and requesded
Ain, to aspist I‘:ajor d¢ Arce in earrylng oat hisg in- -
vestizations- att saio. that a special 1 a1~
gator wuld A('\ tie

‘plaeq ‘emry' Lod
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