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A.ug 21, 1945 \"J 
With reference to the Embassy's airgram A-1319 I' 

of June 29 regarding the use of the Topes de collantes 
Sanatorium, the Department transmitt~d copies of the 
Embassy's airgram to~the Departments of War and N~vy, 
in order to obtain their,views and comments. 

The Department has received a memorandum dated 
July 24 from the Office of the Chief'of Naval Operations, 
Navy Department read~ng textually as follows: 

"1. In r6fe+,ence (a) the view~! of the Navy Department 
are·requested concerning the ·t'entstive offer of 'the. 
Cuban Government to make available tQ the armed services 
of the United states the uncompleted Topes de 'Collantes 
Sanatorium in' Cuba. 

"2. The Navy'Department has given consideration to 
tIllS offer and has determined that the use of' the 
Sanatorium'in question would not be feasible in the 
Navy Haspitallzatlon Program. 

"'\ /. 

"3. It is requested that an appropriate expression o£ 
appreciation for the offer of the Sanatorium in question 
be extended to the Cuban Government on behalf of the 
United States Navy." ... 

The DeJ?artment received a memorandum dated3u.ly25 
from theWaI'Department, Military In·telligence .Sepvice, 
reading textu.ally·asfollows: 

"In answer to your letter'Fe 837.247/6-2945qi' 
1945, ·same sub'jectss above, andenclosedco:pj.es 

"I.~ll"·,...m A-1319 of . 'June . 29, from Havana,.attachf.}d(j.l*fl 
·~"'-I""".·V a letter to Dr.RamirOCollaz().,.;.~0:~ted.21'O?tOb.r~ 

.declin1p~ thl,~ .fo:rmer proposal 
curt'ent ··proposal." 
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The letter ottober J addressed to 
"Ramiro Collazo, .ref~rred to in the Department's 
memorandum ,of July 25, reads as llows: 

"Dr. Remiro Collazo 
t~Flrst· Vice President 
i!Lion'sInternational 
"'(j1Reillyl08 
itHavana,Cuba 

"·Dear Dr. collazo: 

','~<leneral Hines;' Administrator of Veterans Affairs, 
~asf9rwarped,tomeyourletter of 19 September 1944, 
~~f:ering~i~lcr~ational anp.recupera ti ve fac111 tie s in 
Cuba tocol1valesc:ent service men 0'£ ,the United States. 

that this most generous propo~a.l 
Clubls,received with 

ture of .friendship and your 
, the soldle~s .of· our Army 

good will which the people' 
again and again, toward the 

exceptionally healthful 
be'8.uty of the Island or Cuba 

......... ,............ . 'and ~ellgl1t to countless 
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"In ,view of these considerations, we feel it 
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necess~ry', to forego the many advantages inherent in your 
proposal.. This decision was reached only after long 
andpalnstaking consideration of all the factors which 
tend to promQ,te speedy recovery. l!owever,' if in the 
f'uturesuoh 'a,' need -should arise we hope we may feel 
f'reeto discuss the proposal with you again • 

. uWepro~oundl'1 r~gret that the circumstances are 
such~l1.at·~e may notava.il olJ,rse.1ves of the benefits 
of your, splendid or~erof assistance at this time. 

n S'incerely, 

"George F. Lull 
~lv!aj • 'Gen. U.S.A. 
"Deputy Surgeon General"i 

1s authorized to inform the C"\lban 
....... ...,_ ... " ...... 9fthe'decisions of the Army.a.nd 

N.~-n~i~iJJ~etJlar~tmlenlt$ arid. ii0nt$ke a suitable expression of 
the trlendll o1';t;erwhichhewas'kind 
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