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‘-—-- LAFOR CHRONOLOGY ---

Herebelow 1s a chronologlcal treatment of the major develop-
ments In the conflict that has been present between the leadership
of the Confederation of Cuban Workers (CTC) and the Cofilfio leader-
ship in the Labor Federatlion of Electric, Gas and Water Plants
(LFEGWP) .

The Chronology begins on January 18, 1957 with the appoint-
ment of Oscar Samalea Valdes to the Presidency of the Retilrement
Fund of the Electric Workers, which was the first open rupture
projected on the national scene. The Chronology continues through
the interventlon of ILFEGWP by the  Government. And 1t ends with the
Aeparture on May 31, for the ILO Conference 1n Geneva of Angel
Coflfio Garcila, deposed Secretary &General of the ILFEGWP.

A slgnificant aspect of thls Inter-trade union conflict
‘resides 1n the fact that 1t occurred during a period of acute
political tension, thus adding greatly to the complexity and
uncertalnty of the overall national concern.

‘1. January 18....... President Patilsta signed Decr=2 No. 174
naming -Oscar SAMALEA Valdes to replace Angel COFIFO Garc
President of the Geheral Retirement and Soclal Welfare F
the Workers of the Electric, Gas and Water Ihdustries. ] De ¢
appeared in Officlal Qazette No, 17 of January 24, 1957; and it
: provides for a thrco year term of offlce. .

;;January 19....... _Cofifio issued a public letter charging :
Secretary General Eusebilo MUJAL wlth creating disunity.in the
rCuban“Labor Movement.
- 3. January 20....... Mujal answered Cofifio also in a publie
‘letter accusing him of being incensed because hé was not re-
appointed as president of the Retirement Fund. Mujal then stated
that this offlce is an "opening freely to te filled by the Presi-
dent of the Republlc, over whom the syndlcate movement should
not exercilse moral pressure",

4, January OU s e Samalea wds sworn in hils new positlon at a
- ceremony at the Ministry of lLabor, attended by CTC officials.,
Coflfio; who had. heldvthe‘office for nine years, did-not attend

§ ST
Cofiﬁo, Modesto BARBEITO gulllermo MESTRE, Nanuel SIMPSON and ek

“Abelardo IGLESIAS submitted their rcsignations from the CTC
Executive Committee.

5. January 25....... - The Minister of Labor,‘Dr. José" SUARED
Rivas, called Cofific and his supporters to tell them that "rumors
that he would intervene the Electriec Plants: Federation were false",

6. January 25........ Mujal publicly announced that the CTC had
not asked for intervention.

7. . February liveiaaee The CTC Executive Committee accepted the
+ resignations of Cofiﬁo and four of his followers by a vote of ‘
44 to 10, 56 out of the total 66,members of . the Executive Committee«
. Were present. : oo , . ‘ :
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‘8, February 14 and 15....... Cofifio 1ssued paid statements in the
press indignantly denyinz that electrical workers were in any way
connected wilth the terroristic.activity beiny carried on to intvrrupt
11:sht services. Cofifio condemned such activitics as "eriminal acts"

Samalea responded, claiming Cofifio!'s asscrtions were "untruc
and hypocritical'. He said that a bomb had even been placed on his
doorstep and Cofifio had made no protest.

S February 20....... Samalea issued another pald letter in the
press, accusing Cofifio "of admittinz into the Cuban Electric Company
a group of well known gzgangsters and communists, thus endanzering

the stabllity of the Electric Workers' Federation."

10. March 2........ The Ministry of Labor 1ssu=d =z resolution,.
dated March 4, 1057, requiring prior authorization by the Ministry
before "any activitlcs of a labor nature, whatever nature thereof
they may be, shall be started."

The off:ct of this was to cancel all impending trade union’
elections, one of which was the Eleetricenl Workers schoduled for
March 7. et

The Minlster's R\bolution was 1ssued pursuant to the suspension
of constitutional suarantecs whilch were éxtended on March 2, 1957
for another forty-five days.

11. March 7....... It was announcced that Isnaclo TELLECHEA
Gonzalcz would head the Cuban Workerst! ILO delezation, He replaced
Cofifioc who had beun Cuban Workers' Delezate for 9 years. Cofifio
still holds a plqcb on the ILO Governing Board.

l12. Mafrch 12........ The Minister of Labor announch Dee:
signed on-March 8. ' This Decree requircs all new personnel
utility companles to be screcned for communist sympathies and
activities.

MarCh'13...f... An.attack was made on the Presidential Palace
Kssassinatu General Batista., It falled but 40 people were killed
‘hu attack., - o : .

14.  March 19...-... The Minister of Labor issucd Resolution 51
to implement Decree 538. Both measures were stronsly supperted by
the CTC; and they were repudiated.by the Labor Fedurations of (1)
the Electrical Workers and (2) the Telephone Workcrs. Tho two
Federations complalned that they were not consulted about the now
enactments and further, that they had no voice 1n naming persons
to represent the Federatlons on the Sereening Commlttes,

.15, March 2&..;.,.. Calixto SANCHEZ Whyte, Sccretary General of
the National Aviation Foderation was glven safe conduct to the alr-
port after admitting complicity in insurrectionist activities. He
was escorted to the airport by Euscblo Mujal and sevpral other
labor leaders.

16, March 25....... The CTC named 1ts represcntativesaas well as
those from the Federations to serve on the séreening committecs.

17. March 28....... .The National Council of IFEGWP announced 1its
decision to disaffiliate the Federation from the CTC .and to ratify.
this actlion by a referendum vote. Ostensibly this actlon ste emmed
from the CTC's support of Decree 538 and Resolution 51.

18. March 31,...... The Minister of Labor cancelled thc above
.actlon:'and suspended the referendum "‘»claring 1t "null and void
and without any legal effect whatsoever". .

19, April 4....... The LFEGWP formally opposed RcSQlution 51‘ which
implements Decree 538. : S T .

‘;in'éhehhugépmasé rally
escape from injury during

20, April 7....... The CTC parti
to congratulate President Batista-
he March 13, attack
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2. April l12....... National Council of the CTC, called
into extraordinary SeSSion, voted to suspend for two years the
trade union rights of Cofifio and - 17 other leaders of the LFEGWP.
Reasons glven for suspension ineluded public disobedience to the
decisiens taken by the CTC directing bureau; lack of disclpline
with regard to resolutions adopted by majority vote, specifically
the declsions of March 25, of the Executive Committee; "indlscipline
of the persons herceby suspended 1n connection with Communists not
only as shown by conduct but by opposition to Decree 538 as well
as by dilsobedlence to the steps taken 1n favor of national integra-
tlon and against race discriminatlon by the CTC." .

The CTC cited articles 15 and 54 of 1ts Constitutlion and the
resolutions of the 9th National Labor Congress as basls for taking
disciplinary action agalnst LFEGWP. . - . o

. Out of 251 persons present at the meetlng only one vote was -
cast against the action; however, the Electrle, Telcphone, and Rank
Federatlons were repres;ntod only by fraternal delegates and they
came from anti Cofifio elements.

22, April 12....... Thu Minibtur‘of Labor issued orders for the
intervention of the LFEGWP which included appointment of a "pro-
.vislonal governing board" that was empowerad to supervise clections
wlthin 90 days.

23. April 13....... Cofifio announccd that he had two alternatlves:
(1) accept, in cowardly fashlon, the disintegration of his organiza-
tion; or (2) resist the “ariitrary" dceisions. A sltdown strike
ensued, Some arrcests were made; but the sitdown continued,

24. April 16.......  The CTC Executive Committue voted (1)
the intervention to the provinelal. electric unions; (2) to d
the workers' delegatcs from the Retirement Fund T‘oar‘d- and (3)
“hold electlons for thp rnprp%untative of retired workers on the
Fund's, poard.

iil 17¢eeeess Cofifio was arrested and shortly thereafter
_He ordered his followers to desist from thelr protest
and‘to remain peaceful throughout the Easter holidays. He announced
that he. would dlscuss the cntire subject on April 22-wlth the

Prime Minister.

April 22....... The Prime Minister stated publicly that he knew
nothing whatsoever, e¢xcept what he had seen 1in the papers, about ‘
Cofifio's appolintment with him, No interview was held. o

26. .. April 27 - 29.......At a CIC meeting of all the trade unicns

of Habana Province, Mujal accused Cofifioc and Vicente Rubilera, :

Secretary General of the Telephone Workers, of developing a terror- .. |

istic plan "to intimidate the government, the CTC, and the werkers ' , g
of the electrical sector". He also accused Cofiﬁo elements of. setting

off a2 bomb at the Center of the syndicate of Santa Clara Province,

In turn, Cofific and Rublera said Mujal was throttling trade union

rights and rising dictatorlial methods. :

7. April 28,...... JoSe AYNAT, CTC candidate défeated Francisco
BRETEAN, Cofilfio candidate in the electlon for: the representative of
workers already retired on the Retirement Board. .

29. May l....... At the CTC "May Day" celebration, with over 2000
- workers 1in attendance, Cofifio was attacked by several speakers and
‘the CTC Executlve Committee position was fully endorsed. : L o

30. May Beeeonces. President Batista signed Decree No. 10&5 ‘Fased v
on Article 4 of a former Decree (No. 2605 of November 7, 1933), the = /=
new decree excludes supervisory and profe‘ onal personnel of -the
.¢lectric companles from union members . Approximately 500 em-
ployees of - the Cuban Electric Company re affected by Decree No.lOMS
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31, May 5 - 1l...4.+. Cofifio and Rublera tried unsuccessfully to
get governmemy authorization to hold a meeting. They officilally
protested when a baseball game they had planned was cancelled by
the authorities who had learned that over 10,000 tickets had been
gilven out to workers in the electric plants, tzlephone company and
‘banks so that they could use thelr presence at the game for the
purpose of a mass demonstratlon, Cofilfio's radio program was also
taken off the air by the authoritics.

32. May l4....... Cofifio stazed a "lightening meeting" in front
of on¢ of the offices of the Electric Company to protcest the
dismissal of onc of hils followers, Manolo CASTRO, as head of the
Workers Welfarc Fund. This was followed by a "brazos caildos"™ (sit-
down strike) in the officces and shops of the Eleotric’ Company.

There were some arrests and some dismissals. ,
33. May 15....... The Minister of Labor. doclarod that any action,
whatever be 1ts nature, that buspond :d or 1nt rrupt :d putrlic
-service in the electric company was "illcgal. He instructed the
company to dismiss anyohe erigazed in such activity.

34, May 15....... The tclephone workers staged a fifteen minute
" "symtolic" protest strike to show solidarity with LFEGWP. No
services were Interruptaed.

35, May 18....... Cofific announced that the "brazos caildos" would
continue and that it would take the form of a general strike by
electric, telephone and bank workers "only when there is no other
read -to follow"‘

"36., May 2.o...~...v The CTC (1) supported the decision of th
anti-Cofifio elements in LFEGWP to -replace cvery worker or e
. Wwho was not Jworking normally by May 21, and (2) denounced the
sitdown as "a strike to provoke a raevolution in order to destroy
'Prosident Batista and the present CTC Executlve Committee"

LY, 2l Orloinwlly boginnina as a combination s1tddwn- )
AN, the protest turnced into a walkout and extended throughout th
Republic. . Although the CTC denied 1t, 1t was known that
Presddent Ratista would intervene porsonally in the -dispute. ‘The -
provisional governing board began to-make substitutions for atse nt
workers, There were several arrests announced. Although office
and shops of the e¢leetric company were shutdown there was no in—
terruption of electric power. Thils service was malntalned only
through the‘prescnoe of soldiers 1n the producing plants.

Late afte rnoon it was announced at the Presidantial Palace
-that Lt. Colonol José¢ Figarola Infante had keen named ."Military
Superviser" and personal represcentative of the Executive" to .
restore normal operations by whatever mcans necessary. o

38. May 22........ Colonel Figarola took over and announced that
workers must return by midnight May 23, or be dismissed. Several
hundred persons (about 2000, it is estimated) besieged the provision-
‘al governing toard to £1ill the jobs of striking WOTkuPS

39. May 23....... There was a strong drift back to work, . Cofifio,
who was in hiding, ordered the strike to continue.. He severely
castigated provincial leaders who had decidad to have thcir

s followers return to work.

0. May 2&....... It was ostimatod that at least 95% of tho workors
- Wereion the Jjob; hOWover, at the request of Samalea, Colonol Fioarol¢
éxtonded his return to-work ultimatum until May 27 .
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41, . May 27.vssers Operations werc normal, At noon, Cofifio ées
clared the strike a fallure and asked everyonce who had not done so
to return to thelr jobs, He gave as the reason for the strike
fallure that many workers could not keép in contact with thelr
leaders and thus had . to abanden the protest.

42.  May 28ieinnne At 2:10 A,M, the main condults of the Habana
plant of the Cuban Elcctrlc Company were tbwn up by persons as yet
unknown., To dynamite the plant, the terrorlsts tunnelled under
the consolidated cables from a nearby house. Certaln sccetions .of
Vedado and most of old Hakana were without clectric power for more
- than 48 hours. The explosion, which was onc¢ of th: most dramatic
in Cubkan history, prevented the printing of newspapers; closed
mahy shops and business firms; and affected telophonsz service,

43, May 3l....4.. Cofifio doparted for ILO Coriferince in Geneva.
He was <¢scorted to the airport by an official of th. Minlstry of
State and by his lawyer, Prlor to boarding the plan., Cofilfio sald
he was leaving the country under the protuction of the ILO; and
‘that he would press charges of : the trazle Cuban workers' situation
before world labor orzanlzations.,

Travelling on the same plance to Geneva were two members of
the Cuban workbrs delezation: Jos’ PEREZ Gonzalecz, and Tgnacio
TELLECHEA who sald: ”I assum: Cofiffo knows the ILO regulations and
will not contest the dglaraﬂon appeinted by the CTC Exccutive

- Committee,

' Lat r Mujal publicly stated: "It is probable that ome people

. supported by Cubats cnomies will attack Cuba and the CTC ur’

thoe eonference. To mect such possibilities our repres:

have documcntarj proof that the CTC has appli :d the rcgulati ns,
statutes, and rés olutions of the Nationﬂl Congreésses”

. Election3win the IFEGWP 1s are scheduled for late June, under
[_§uperv1sion of the Provisional Governing Board.

Prepared by the Labor Attaché
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