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Angel Cofifio, deposed Secretary General of the Labor Federa- w§§
tion of Electric, (Gas a:d Water Pla :ts, purlicly instructed all #4%;
- workers who had not already done so, to return to work on May 27. gj’gi
e W i
' This date coincided with the final date set by Lt. Colonel bz
José Figarola Infante, the recently-appointed military supervisor
of the Cuban Electric Company. Originally Colonel Figarola had
given the workers who were oOn strike twenty-four hours to return to
work or be dismissed. Later, at the request of Oscar Samalea,who w0
heads the anti-Cofifio faction, Colonel Figarola extended his back- N
to-work order to the morning of May 27. By that time, however, an ~
overwhelming magorlty were back on the job. o
A translation of Cofifio's instruetions to his followers, which 8
~ appeared in the Cuban press, 1s attached.
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Labor Attaché
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of LwxRedtw Cofino's Instruction
The great demonstration of unity expressed by all the electricall
workers in thelr protest against the CTC and those who for so log
have suffered i1 our ra ks, has give: a measure of the milita .cy
ad of their love for the collectivity of the thousa ds of me:: a .d
women who form the legiou of our Federation.

The support and the hopes of the Cuban people who see i~ this
fight of ours the begirning of o r union rehbellion agaiust the imposi-
tions of the CTC and the Government against the workers who do not
suwemit to the inquisitorial regime estailished Ly Mujal in the CTC
which invalidates the large masses of workers from their aspiration
for u iou freedom and democracy, still exists and ig the great hope
of the electrical workers.

Only the unexpected action of a few poor in spirit who rather
than respond to the feelings of the members they represeited and
fearful of the repression that might affect them in a personal order,
made impossible the culmination of this action in the most beautiful
of all the victories that the organized labor movement of our country
would have gained. v '

The corifusion produced by these elements at the time a military
supervisor was appointed in the Companyy establishing drastic and
threatening measures to soften our uni%y, misled our valorous
colleagues who were without knowledge and lacking contacts with g
the leaders of the movement. And at the precise moment of natural z
hesitancy some chose against their wishes not to be the vietims of
the reprisals put into practice by all the factors that were ba.:ded
against our rights and our reasoi. , :

Qur Federation is very proud in this first stage of its struggle
of the behaviour of its members. Those, who expected unworthy sub-
mission without resistaince, those who expected to find a docile herd
without moral strength, to reach their evil purposes disregarded
human freedom and rights and they did nothing other than appealto
the drastic measures of a military intervention. That is why we are
sending everyone this message to recognition for their show of
strength and decency. '

We were sure that our fellow members at Las Villas, Matanzas
and Camaguey who were misled by the weakness of théir representatives,
would respond to the requests of the Federation with the samelove
they had shown for so many years. They are there to answer present
at the call of dignity, as they are in Oriente, Habana and Pindr del
Rio. For these reasons and more convineced than ever before that the
future ‘depends on us ourselves, we ask all our fellow comrades. who
have not gone back to work to do so today, Monday the 27th, carrying
in their hearts the same bz . of hope that caused them to maintain
their combative posit: S . : :
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Our fellow workers who are still in priso.: have asked us
To express to all of you thelr unbreakable faith in the destinies
of the Federation and the assurance that the sacrifices they have
endured will .ot be useless. :

Each oe to his post; those of us who remain do ..ot stand
alone. :

Translations Dr. Gonzalesz




