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The purpose of this despatch is to present a brief account of =
three incidents and developments which have a direct relationship to Z ¥
the recent intervention of the Labor Federation of Electric, Gas =
and Water Plants. gtﬁ
23
1. Mujal Claims 500 Communists in Electric Plants. On April 27, . %
Fusebio Mujal, Secretary General of the Confederation of Cuban WOPKGT%Q%_
(CTC) told newspapermen &t the Ministry of Labor that there are moregagz
than 100,000 secretly organized Communistg in Cuba and numerous UéFé
labor unions have been penetrated by the Red elements'". He asserted N
that there arle "about 500 Communists in the electric plants" and w@
"more than 1000" in the COA Bus Company. o
Mujal said ﬁhat the barbers, musicians anﬂ cigarmakers unions g%
have "numerous followers of USSR orientations' He added that many N
Communlsts can also be found in professional auﬂds. ~,
Mujal praised Decree 538 which empowers the Labor Ministry to '?E
screen all applicants for jobs in public utilities and declared that = |
it was necessary for preventing Communist infiltration in sensitive oo
industries such as public utilities. _ v or
Although leaders of the Federations of Electric and Telephone ~ %

Workers have opposed Decree 538, Mujal has vigorously supported it.
Angel Cofifio, ousted leader of the Electric Workers, was particularly
strong in his opposition to Decree 538 and its attendant Resolution
51, which he claimed violated Constltutional rights.

2. Efforts to Hbld Meetings Thwarted A large mass meeting of \
the followers of “Angel Cofifio, Vieenite Rublera, Secretary General of {B~
the Labor Federation of Telephori § and of Calixto Fernandez
of the Federation of PBEank Worker '8¢ eduled for’ May 5, at the
of paying "homage" to Cofifio.

g wWas cancelléa by

Rublera and- Fennandez.

Government, authorities. o
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A press item on May 8, in El Mundo said that "through the means
O . T - - ane N e e m— ~ 51

f a resolution of the Ministry of Government, s npd 1y Dr.
santiago Rey, a haseball zame to T.e held on Lha eveninz of May [j
between the teams of Artemisa and Culkancleco had been called off

The press item then said "in spitebdf the reserve about this

matter, 1t is supposed that Dr. Rey signed this resoclution since

had had information that the leaders of the telephone, electric
plants and bank workers, had Lbought up about 10,000 tickets for
admission for the purpose of interrupting the game to hold a meeting
against the Government.

3. Supervisory Personnel Parred from Belonging to Unions. A rew

decree, slgned by President Batista, stipulates that “employees of pub-
- lic service companies, especially of the Electric and Gas Company,

will not be able to e members of a union 1if they occupy executive

or supervisory positions. The decree applies to department and

assistant department heads, section heads, superintendents of lines,

engineers, lawyers, doctors, auditors, accountants, foremen, etec.

Article 4, of Decree No. 2505 of November T, 1933 was cited as

legal base for the new enactment.

A transiation of the decree and comment on it will be forwarded ’
shortly to the Department. - (END UNCLASSIFIED)
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