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l@aders o.f th@ Electric Power and Telephone Workers respectively, end Marco =~ &
- A. HIRIGOYEN, a leader of the Prio oppositionist labor faction, have decided ° %
on common a.cti@n in preparation for the CIC National Congress scheduled to @
be held in April, The Conrados--BECQUER and RODRIGUEZ-—recently suspended
from their positions in the FNTA as a result of thelr frebellion’ in the
December sugar strike, and Cruz PEREZ, fired from his job as Secretary- -
General of the CIC Provineiel Federation in Camaguey for supporting them,
have tried to join the group, Beecquer declaring that MUJAL must go amd

that Cofifio should succeed him as CTC Secretary-Gemeral., These devélopments
are widely interpreted as presaging a battle for the CIC leadership. The
Embassy believes, however, that while Hirigoyen and the Priistas are disposed
to fight such a batile, Cofifio, Rubiera, and thelr followers, who bring the
greatest organizational strength to this grouping, »m.~mterested only in’
insuring that they retain a certain mumber 6f posi
ship to be elected at the CTC congress. iHuJ&l g
latest developments similarly. "

&
A number of labor leaders, headed by COFINO and RUBIER&, o i}
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On the evening of February 16 a group of lat ders; fly from
the Electri¢ Power Plant and Telephone Workers!'. Févssstions -and from the
Priista oppositionist labor faction, met at the Eleetric Power Workers!
offices to map out a common strategy for the CTC national congress and its
attendant election for new CTC officers and issued a public statemsnt on
their Viwso

It would be well to mote that this greuping of labor lesaders can
scarcely be ¢ ‘new, since,as Washington is informed, Angel COFINO,

~ Seeretary-( @f;khe Federation of Electric, Ges, and Water Plamt
Workers' Fede ‘b&@n, V:locnte mm > Swrotary-scnoral of the Telephone
rkers ; 80 IRIGOYEN, of the ‘Prilsta labor:factic
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é - all of some importance, who were suspended or fired from their positions

with the Nationsl Sugar Workers' Federation (FNTA) or with the CIC as a
result of their rebellious activities in connection with and following the
sugar strike of the end of last year.

The statement issued after the February 16 mesbing was signed only by
those attending it who were also members of the CTE Executive Committee, and
& consideration of who they were (in addition to Cofifio, Rubiera, and
Hirigoyen) helps in an understanding of the s&gm.fle&nce of the meeting and
of the statement that issued from it

Followers of Cofifios

Guillermo MESTRE, Secretary-General of the Hdbana Provinecial
Federation oi' the Electric Plant Workers,

Abslardo IGLESIAu, Secretary-General of the Habame Construction
Workers' Union, the largest in the Construction Workers?
Federation. Iglesias is in continwal rivalry with the
Mujeliste leadership of the Federation though not entirely
hostile to Mujal himself.

Modesto BARBEITO, Secretary of Orgenization of the €IC. Though
Secretary-(;eneral of a small shoeworkers' union, Barbeito
also receives a salary from the Cia, Cubana de Electrlcidad.
He is in his CTC job as a Gofz.fie man.

Buenaventura LOPEZ I.opez > an cffic:.al of tl@ Electric Power Plant.

Gabriel GASCUE Zubiags, also an official of the Elsctric Power
Flant Workers.

Followsrs of Rubiera:

Ignacio GONZALEZ Tellechea ’. Secretary of Intermt:.onal Affairs -
‘of the CTC and of the National Meritime Workers' Federation,
as well as Secrotary—Gemml of 'a smll ship repairmén's
union. Also, President of ORIT., He holds his CTC. post as
a Rubiera man, Congidering himself ‘sentimentally a
Grausista, Tellechea (as he is better known) bas refrained
from political activity in the la; ew years, even
desisting fren ing into the Kavimi nte de La Nacién with

Rubiera. _ S
-a ubiera man, l




Page. . _of

OFFICIAL USE ONLY ool Do
rr esp. No.
 (Classification) From
Q’ ' Carlos RUBIERA, Vicente's Brother and Secretary for Work !

of the Telephone Workers! Federaticu.

Isidro ESTEVEZ Herrera, official of a paper workers!
union and a Rubiera followsr,

Prifstas:

Cesdr LANCIS, Secretary Gemsral of the Medical Travelling
Salesmen's Federation, who was in exile with Prio at
the time of the political amnesty.

Mario MENDOZA, an official of a union of workers at an
Habana market, Secretary of Propagandd of the CIC,
and one of Hirigoyen'é closest followers.

The declaration these men signed consisted of five points:

1) A call to the Telephone Workers to come back to the CTC fold
and for this purpose to consult with the Electric Plant Workers
in accordance with the resolution of their congress under whiech
they suspended relations with the CTC. .

2) Calling attention to the fact that labor progress was harmed
by the failure to call union assemblies to choose represent-
atives to labor events (meetings, congresses, etc.)

3) A call for unity by all workers in labor matters.

4) To promote "an atmosphere of true respect for the rights of
all workers" at union meetings and assemblies and at the
IX CTIC Congress, with the elimination of all interventions.

5) Proclaiming that these decisions and the task of carrying
them out will be free of political sectarianism and aimed only
at raising the morale of the working people.

The meeting and declaration have been pretty gemerally interpreted as
meaning that the powerful laber leaders imvolved are out to overthrow Mujal.
Hirigeyenm,in informing the Embassy on the matter, categorically declared that
the object was to form a slate headed by Cofifio for Socretary-Gemral of the
CIC. Hewever, after further scouting, the Eubassy doubts if such is the
actual intention of Cefifio and. Rubicra and feols that by this time Hirigoyen
doubts it alse. :
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é its report of the meeting and declaration as merely presaging the return of
the Telephone Workers to the CTC.

Secondly, Cofifio and Rubiera have not appeared eager to have thelr new
movement joined by Conrado RODRIGUEZ, Conrado BECQUER, Jorge CRUZ Peres,
Anibal ALVAREZ and the other labor leaders who were dismissed from their
FNTA and CTC positions as sugar strike "rebelg.!

A day or two after the February 16 meeting, Beccuer called on Cofifio and
had a long talk with him. Becquer came out proclaiming Cofific to the press
ag his choice for new Secrstary-Gensral of the CTC and saying that the ery
must be "Fuera Mujal de la CIC" (Out of the CIC with Mujal.) Bub Cofifio nor
Rubliera has reciprocated with any gesture of welcome for the Comrados and
their fellow martyrs, despite their emphasis on ending the interventions,

Lastly, & well-placed and acute CTC observéer gives to the Embassy en
explanation that seems to fit all the facts. Cofifio, it runs, has no desire
to head the CTC with all its headaches and its rouid-the-clock, Sunday-tow=
Saturday calls on its Secretary-General's emergies. Cofifio, the source
says, gets a salary of $3,000 a month and has juicy perquisites; and he
enjoys considerable power in the CIC and the country. All that Cofiiio is
after is maintaining his position by getting good jobs for his lieutenants
in the CIC,. thus keeping them at levers of power and at the same time loyal
to himself. Rubiera, he says, is only interested today in political advance-
ment ; but to maintain and gain political strength he must maintain his
strength in the CTC and thus, like Cofifio, keep his men in the right
positions there.

The foregoing explanation seems amply confirmed by Gonzalez Tellechea's
explanation of shat has been happening, which while expressed in entirely
different words fitted the same anslysis. Tellechea said that it was mot
sought to replace Mujal but merely to insure that as the result of the
elections there was democratic representation in the CIC leadership, Mujal
was in favor of only one candidacy being presented to the CIC congress, butb
Jjust as when there were elections for a democratic parliament all parties
were entitled to represemtation, so on a single candidacy, Cofifio, Rubiera
& Co. thought, there must be represemation for the minorities also., This
(noble goal) was what the group was seeking to achieve at the CTC Congress.

Immediately after hearing Tellechea's account of the Cofifio-Rubiera
intentions, the Embassy's labor officer had the éhance to hear Hirigoyen
discuss the situation with Tellechea, when the former walked into the latter's
office. Hirigoyen had expécted the group to hold a meeting the night before,
which bad not materialized. Tellechea explained that Cofific had been in t.he
interior and could not attend a meeting in Habana, In answer to a further -
question from Hirigoyen, he said he did not know when the meet:mgii “uld( take
place, Hirigoyen said that he was he’ldmg;as ; llowers
every night, working on. the 201 eion,

he is able to hold in" the W
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! inquired of Tellechsa if Rubiera would. When Tellechea evaded the question, L
he said that Crisol had just come out with an interview from Rubiera in
which he said he did not think the IX Congress would actually be held.
(This was Crisol for February 29.) Hirigoyen ended by declaring that regard-
less of what the others did, his people were determined to have an alternate
slate to Mujal's and if necessary he would head it himself, (Thus répeati
what he told the Embassy some months ago: see Embassy despatch 466 of 12/30/55.)

Later that day Hirigoyen told the labor officer on the phone, in some -
disgust, that he did not know what Cofifio and Rubiera planned or when the group
they and their people had formed with his psople would meet again. In any
event, he affirmed, as he had told Tellechea he would head a ticket himself
if Cofifio and Rubiera were not disposed to oppose Mujal,

As to Mujal's attitudes it has not been possible to speak with him for
soms time; but it is in his nature to make accommodations with other labor
leaders such as have already given them places on the Bureau of Direction and
in the secretariats of the CIC: witness the current incumbencies in the Bureau
of Direction not only of Cofifio, Rubiera, and Hirigoyen but also of Jose PEREZ
Gonzalez, the leader of Workers Bloc of The Presidents' Progresista party and,
in the secretariats, of their followers--Mujal, of course, practically slngle-a
handed doing all the work,

That his attitude in the present instance is the same as it has been in -
the past seems borne oubt by a statement he made on the day following the enun-.
ciation of the declaration of February 16, As if understanding sither that he
was not really faced with a challenge to his position as Secretary-Gémeral of
the CTC, or that, if so, he would handily placate those behind it, Mujal
asserted that the union and federation elections that had talen place had all
been democratic and that all interventions that had taken place had been agreed
to by the federations (i.e. federation executa.ves) either unanimously or by
majority. He then endéd: "thé fratérnal spirit should prevail in our decisions,
and so far as I am concerned unity of purpose énd of action will a.lways find me
disposed to give the most disinterested battle."

, It must also be recognized that Cofific and Rubiera are fully aware of thes
importance of the CIC Secretary-General being able to work with the govermmernt .
This Mujal has clearly demonstrated that he ecan do. It is hard to imagine that
Cofifio or Rubiera would want to run the risk of scmeone else!s-—above all, in
these times, themselves--starting that job afresh. _

In this connection it should be remarked that Pérez Gonzélez and his
Workers' Bloc amply demonstrate through their silence that the govermment is
not interested in. having Mujal turned out of the cTe leadsrshlp. o

It should be meﬁbioned that even before the February 16 meeting Cofiﬁe
had announced that Accién Sindiecalista Independiente (ASI), the group he -
organized some’ yaars,age but which has been practically dead for the Jast two,

' would hold a congress on: March % in prcparatien for “the" GTC Gongress. ‘Since
| the Febmary 16 met.ing Cofifio seems to havo gone right on prepa.ring his
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I strength through ASI as though the February 16 grouping were strictly !
- “circumstancial. During the week of March 5 Cofifio was in the interior

reactivating ASI, and it was notable that he had little, if any, contact
with the Conrados or their followers, and made no significant public
appearance nor any statement vd.th them,

In brief, Cofific and Rubiera. the only laber lsaders with real organiza-,
tional and financml strength behind them who are thought of as anti-Mujaliste
-=although Cofifio, at least, might more properly be called non-Mujalista--do
not appear disposed to do any more at the forthcoming CTC Congress than naine
tain their present positions in the Bureau of Direction and in the secre-
tariats. A consideration of the circumstances surrounding their meeting of
February 16, despite the presence there of Hirigoyen and Prifstas undoubtedly
totally opposed to Mu;jal reenforces this conclusion,

For the Ambagsadors

Vinton Chapin .
Counselor of Embassy




