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There are enclosed three clippings of an article that appeare

_in the Miemi Herald for September 12 dealing with the Cuban labor &

movement. The principal point of the article is that Eusebio MUJAL

is tottering as Secretary-General of the CTC. The recent Bank

Workers and state telegraphists strikes are seen as evidences ofR }{2

" Mujal's weakness. Those most likely to succeed Mujal, in the eyes

of the writer, Ruth McCARTHY, wife of the U.P.. cerrespondent in

Habana, are gparently Marce HIRIGOYEN, Pablo BALBUENA, and Pascasio
LINERAS (not Linares as in the article’ all Auténtico and Priista

omzm-

oy pelt

labor leaders. S »
Articles in the Miami Herald a?ﬁ&égcuba é;@ f?equsntly reprinted
or widely commented upon by the Hab press. So far there has been
no mention in it of the article here reportéd upon,

This article is full of factual errors. The CTC claims to
represent more than 1,200,000 workers, mot 500,000.. There are 33
not 42 federations (the h2 votes were made up of the 33 secretaries
of the industrial federations, plus the nine members of the Bureau j

of Direction)., All strikes in Cuba are illegal unless the steps |
prescribed by law are first taken, which they never are. The state !
telegraphists are not in the CTC zno public employe®s are) and Mujal
was not "forced into supporting the telegraphers® strike.” In fact,
-the CTC merely attempted mediation, and while President Batista made f
an unkind reference in the papers to the strike's not being the CIC's |
business, it is probable that Mujal had some influence with the . .
strike leaders when they called for a return to work. .
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As to the Bank Workers' strike, the last word has yet to be
said. Things could still come out in such a way (for example, by
the sound defeat of AGUILERA in new elections in the Habana union)

as to constitute a triumph for Mujal. It should be observed, also,
in commenting on the Herald article, that intervention of the
Habana union was precipitated by a slowdown (hardly distiaguishable

in this case from a strike) ealled by Aguilera,

o L_ Hirigayen and. Liaéras have labor follewings of some streggthi ?Efj
ey | | o
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Eirst among the workers of Omnibuses Modernos and among other groups
hat are attracted to his leadership, the second among the textile
and henequen workers. Balbuena was recently declared to be the Prio
labor group's candidate for Secretary-General of the CIC at the IX
Congress, now set for April, 1956. However, while once Secretary

of Organization of the CTC, Balbuena has very little base following
of any kind. Hirigoyen is already on the CTC Bureau of Direction

and consequently could not form an ®addition® to it.

The fact is that none of these three men gtands a chance of
becoming head of the CIC so long as the present government staye in
power. Were Prfio or an associate of his to come to power, their
standing would of course be radically altered. But for the time
being Hirigoyen, Lineras and Balbuena must remain well down on the
list of labor leaders likely to succeed Mujal, whether as friends
or as enemies of his, :
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FUSEBIO MUJAL ©  MARCO HIRIGOYEN
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By RUTH McCARTHY

Special To Tha Herald .
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