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| SUMMARY : C '

The IX National Congress of the CTC and preparations for it
dominated CTC affairs during the half year. It appeared at first
that there would be strong opposition to the Mujal leadership at
the Congress from leaders of powerful federations and opposition- -
ists to the Batista government. By the time the Congress met, s
however, there was complete agreement among the federation leaders,
and virtually all CTC officers, including Mujal, were overwhelm=- v
ingly elected. The CTC issued a 30 point plan for economic develop-
ment, Practically all the points are familiar, and there seemed to
be little but propaganda motives behind the plan. Mujal was push-
ing an elaborate ORIT anti-Communist campaign in Brazil, Argentina,
and Chile: it would be financed mostly by the CTC and AFL-CIO and
employ Cuban organizers, The 1956 sugar crop was increased b
200,000 tons over that for 1955, Wages were set at the same {evel.
No difficulties attended the beginning of the harvest, despite
agitation for a wage increase that had preceded it. A national

- congress and elections for officers of the National Federation of

- Sugar Workers are scheduled for August 26, There were strong
opposition elements within the FNTA to the present leadership and
Mujal himself is discontented with Secretary General J. L. Martinez.
The long-gostgonad congress and elections of the Tobacco Workers
were finally held. Despite all the criticisms there had been of
the incumbent Secretary General, he was reelected. The Federation
continues weak although many of its individual unions are strong,
The Habana Bank Workers Union elections returned deposed Secretary
General Aguilera to that position. He was not permitted to take
office by a Ministry of Labor decree., The last kncwn Communist ©
hold important union office was removed therefrom by a Ministry o
Labor decree, The Communists continue ineffectual in the labor
movement, and their influence in the CTC IX National Congress was -
negligible. There was a National Aviation Federation Strike =
against a Pan American plane attempting an intra-Cuba charter
flight. Gilberto Goliath, Secretary General of the Maritime
Workers, died, leaving the federation in weak hands. There wWas
overall union opposition to plans. to institute a ferry system be-
tween the United States and Cuba for loaded truck trailers, al-
though the sailors' union favored them, While in a number of cases
the Supreme Tribunal found the compulsory checkoff constitutional, -
the question had not been entirely clarified, and collectio:
far short of 100%. The census manpower survey was revealin
employment of the proportions of between 20 and 30 percent.  ATLAS
still clung to its ineffectual existence. - flE

INTRODUCTION:

The quarterly labor report for the(firStxthreéVmonthéfof
 current year was not submitted when due owing chiefly to:
. bination of two circumstances: 1) as the deadline for tl
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approached the Cuban political 51tuatlon suddenly became agitated
and disturbed with arrests taking place, a serious plot discovered
in the army, and finally an attack launched against the Matanzas
‘barracks; 25 at the time the Embassy was w1thout a political
officer and these developments had to be covered by its labor
officer. However, the most important events of the first quarter

in the labor fleld--namely, the discord within the CTC and the
National Federation of Sugar Workers (FNTA) that followed the sugar
strike of the end of 1955, the hunger strike of the labor leader=
congressmen, and the wranglings and rivalries involved in the -
jockeying for power positions that took place preparatory ‘to the . .
IX CTC National Congress--were reported by the Embassy in despatches
(Nos. 534 of January 30 and 630 of March 1, 1956),

: The_half year being covered in- the fresent report was all in
all a relatively quiet one on the Cuban labor scene principally
because of the absorption of labor leaders with the IX National
Congress and with the elections of delegates and other maneuvers
that preceded that Congress. ,

I THE CTC

a, Internal Developments

'As already indicated, the_ IX National Congress_dominated
CTC activities during the first half of the year. Until the begin-
ning of April (See Despatch 630 of March 1, 1956), it was generally
believed that a hard fight was in store at the Congress for the
MUJAL leadership., Vincente RUBIERA, Secretary General of the
solidly organized and well-financed Telephone Workers? Federation
and Angel COFINO, Secretary General of the equally powerful ’
Federatlon of Electrlc Plants, Gas and Water Workers, were in close
consultation, and appeared to be making common hostile cause, “with
Priista labor leader karco Antonio HIRIGOYEN, who, while without a-
Tormal union base to back him, nevertheless enjoyed the support of
minor leaders scattered throughout -a wide number of unions as ;‘ll
as of Prio sympathizers, lMoreover, the three were ‘members of T
CTC nine-man Bureau of Direction., Rubiera, who nutured politic
ambitions within the Liovimiento de la Naclén, ‘had already ‘susp
raltions between the Telephone Workers and the CTC. He had fai
in efforts to have his Federation withdraw entirely- from ‘the CTG
and in those efforts had revealed powerful re31stance in the :
Federation to any policy of separatlon.- o ‘

Cofifio had made. harsh attacks on the CTC for its attltud
the sugar strike aef end-December and its action against the
leaders (including Congressmen Jorge CRUZ Perez, Sonrado RODRI
. and Conrado BECQUER who had at least endouraged violence.
strike and had prolonged it after the CTC had officially
These three congressmen and others who had . been relieved

ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁﬁ .....
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| offices because of their attitude in the sugar strike used all v} o
their resources (including in the case of the two Conrados abundant |
demagogic gifts) and their positions to wage a vigorous and utterly |
uninhibited campaign against Mujal. : '

Even though the public was receiving the impression during
2l T

February and March that the IX National Congress would be a knock-
down drage-out affair where kujal's leadership of the CTC would be

some leaders of individual unions were during those months zest-
fully preparing themselves for battle behind the Rubiera-Cofifio-
Hirigoyen leadership, insiders at the top of the CTC were well =
aware that Rubiera and Cofiflo, at least, were merely flexing muscles
and bearing teeth in order to insure that Mujal would let them re-
tain their positions in the Bureau of Direction and confirm their
incumbent.l%eutenants in the CTC secretariats. As to Hirigoyen,
insiders foresaw that he would be able to bring virtually no base
support to the Congress and would be blithely ditched by his sup-
posed collabeorators Rubiera and Cofific. By April it was plain to
insiders that the latter two had already come to an agreement with
Mujal regarding the pesitions in the CTC to be allotted to them and
their lieutenants by the IX National Congress, and that virtually
all the delegates who would attend the congress could be counted as
responsive either to one of these two or to Mujal. The Hirigoyen
problem ceased to be of importance when he was jailed on charges

of conspiracy in March and kept under arrest till the eve of the
Congress.,

In Despatch No. 898 of ¥June 13, 1956 an account and an
evaluation were given of the IX National Congress whose opening was
marked by a unity declaration signed by all the Secretaries General
of the Federations, including Rubiera and Cofifio. The roughly 2800
delegates uniformly supported the platform by votes in the neighbor- .
hood of 2000 to less than 20, Mujal was reelected Secretary General
and Rubiera and Cofific were reelected to the Bureau of Direction., -
The -lieutenants of all three retained their positions in the =~
secretariats. In fact, there was only one change in the Bureau of
Direction--Facundo POMAR Soler, Secretary General of the Tr Tt
Workers and a close collaborator of Mujal's, replacing Hiri
and only one among'th%<eighp§en ggcretariisé adﬂiri gggq£1

i ed, t o onsiderations e: ained in-Despatgch
Eﬁt e%gogg %he 8%C,off§cers agd the pe%god between coggris
extended from two years to four. o C S

To summarize from Despatch 898, the IX National Congx
vealed Mujal's control over the CTC and the essential uni
Cuban labor movement, It confirmed that a stable, harmoni
mutually advantageous, though not necessarily collaborat
tionship had been established between the Batista governm
the CTC. In keeping with that relationship, the Workers'! Bloc
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the President's Progresista Party cooperated with Mujal at the
Congress and in It?gﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁtion. However, it could not be assumed
that the vote at the Congress was representative of the extent of "
the extent of Kujal's support throughout the movement as a whole,
But when the showdown came, that vote showed, the people who run
the movement and the cadres were with Mujal, - : ’

The Congress demonstfated*that for the time being, at,léast,

negligible factors in the CTC. It reflected also some weaknesses
of the CTC. For all the secretaries of the CTC and the impressive
degaytmenﬁs they head (Propaganda, Political, Kconomy, Social
Affairs, Youth and Sports, etc,) the CTC is today largely Mujal;

it is he who tends to all the Froblems which the top leadershi:
must face. Concomitantly, such of the secretaries as he trust
become his trouble shooters, and the departments they head are,
most of them, utterly inoperative. The resolutions passed revealed
large parts of the movement as still absorbed by .a "save the job"
psychology; but it is probable that of the need to offer induce-
ments to new investment, the top leadership is fully -aware,

A few remarks need to be made regarding the political situat
within +the CTC in the wake of the IX National Congress, "Extern
the situation seems quiet, Mujal’s leadership undisturbed. “In-fact,
not all is so peaceful as it seems., Relatively little has been
heard recently from the Conrados, Jorge Cruz Perez, or Anibal .
ALVAREZ (former Financial Secretary of the FNTA, who was suspende
from that ggsition for his part in the sugar strike), but it is
expected that, as explained below, at the forthcoming congress of .
the National Federatlon of Sugar Workers (FNTA), the Conrados and
Alvarez will be able to muster some support and raise a consider- .
able row, Senator Rolando MASFERRER's iMovimiento Sindicalista
Radical made no show whatsoever at the CTG Uongress, but at the - -
FRTA Congress it also is expected to make a fight against the
PNTA lea%ership, ‘ - I : S

From conversations with Mujal the Enbassy has received th
impression that while he is.in a genuinely conciliatory mood
wards Rubiera, he definitely intends to punish Cofifio for h
activities of the beginning of  the year.,- Possibly Mujal
because Cofific has attacked -him so insistently over the
tion of unions and has shouted so self-righteously abo
in the movement, when, as everyone knows, less than two
he had Mujal intervene his_ own Habana Proyvincial Federatlio
order to stave off a probable victory by Oscar SAMALEA ove
candidate to head that Federation, ' I foie

ccording quj us far refrained from a
againé%cgg%igé gggggggléfhghgaiagger'g {oﬁg recbrgias Cub
delegate to the ILO and the fact that the ILO Regional
is meeting in September at Habana. For the same reason
he stepped in to dissuade the government fr0m rep1ac;gg
President of the Electric Plant Workers Retirement Fund wi
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last term expired early this year. ~H0weVer, M”jal‘implied,<after
the ILO regional conference Cofifio "will get his.® Mujal may of !
course change his mind; he is not a person to nurse grudges.

dirigoyen has resumed residence in the United States, thus .
leaving, at least temporarily, the Cuban labor scene, whence the
IX National Congress had in any event pretty effeetively removed
him, Mujal tells the Embassy that he has given Hirigoyen CTC money -
to cover his travel expenses and tide him over for a while in the
United States and that he arranged matters with the authorities in
order that Hirigoyen might leave despite the fact that he was under
indictment for conspiracy. This is generous of Hujal in view of
Hirigoyen's payment in the past of his help to him; but, also
Mujalhmay find Hirigoyen's absence well worth the expense it has
cost him, :

_ by the Embassg of both IHujal and ®"Tony"

VARQNA, President of the Prio Auténtico Party, as_to , the relative

positions of Hirigoyen and Pablo BALBUENA in the Prifsta labor

following has elicited the clarification that while Prid himself

holds Hirigoyen in higher regard than Balbuena, the latter is.

{avgred as leader of the Party's labor sympathizers by its other
eaders.,

‘Incidentally, inquirg

‘b, Thirty-Point Plan

In early May Mujal gave to the press a thirty-point plan
for economic development, which, he announced, he had presented to
the.Government, the Banco Nacional, the sugar mill owners, the cane
growers, and the Leonomic Junta. The thirty points consisted al--
most entirely of bromides: <the establishment of industries to
elaborate the by-products of sugar; the establishment of an iron
and steel and other metals industries; industrial expansion; = =
agricultural expansion; development of a merchant marine; creation
of a cattle, pork and fowl industry; electrification; reforest
irrigation; town and housing development, etc. The plan cont
plated that new companies should be formed. with the capital
cipation of the State, private investors and workers. - "The la
will contribute capital through their organizations of defense
of social security, as well as individually.,"™ - o

The thirty points (transmitted in full and discussed in'
Agricultural Attache's despatch No, 229 of lMay 16) need hardly
taken seriously. Mujal enjoys such gestures, They bring pu
may impress some labor people with the fact that he is thi
constructively and from both a national and a class point
and enable him to say, when employers or otherm criticize
that ne has made concrete proposals for economic expansion b
the employers have not responded. S ' T
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)' with the mone% the movement may be able to collect from. the i
compulsory checkoff there is no reason why the federations should

not be able to make capital contributions to- enterprlaes or
organize productlon cooperatlves. But lMujal, as the Embassy has
had ample occasion to comment, is too busy W1th routine, day-to=.
day CTC operations to devote himself serlously to such progects. ‘
Then too, while he may rebain from his Harxist past some llngerlng '
faith in socialist or cooperative enterprise, he no doubt recognizes
even more vividly the efficiency of private enterprise and the
dangers from dishonesty to which state and cooperatlve enterprlse
are subject in Cuba, .

¢. International Activities

The Department has already been informed of the circum-
stances surrounalng the transfer of the meetlng of the ORIT
Gxecutive in early February from Habana to Miami, HMujal did not— ,
so much fear demonstrations by sympathizers of the labor leaders  — =
deposed or suspended for their part in the sugar strike as, he said
confldentlally, the show of police that, in the uncertain polltlcal
situation, the authorities might feel was necessary in the event ’
of such demonstrations, W

Anfoal ALVAREZ and José VEGA Cuetara, two of the suspe°'" :
FNTA officials journeyed to Miami.to present a complaint agalnsf
Mujal to the ORIT Executlve. Reportedly, ORIT refused to’ hear

of an affiliate. Alvarez gave to understand to the
however, that a number of the Latin American members o
Executive (very few aside from the CTC must have been a
ing) privately expressed concern to him with the CTC siti

1-4-4-4-'

ICFTU Secretary General Jacob OLDENBROEK visited
in February. Apparently, he spoke with Mujal principa
the prospects for anti-Communist work in South America
- to send hlrlgoyen to Chile again, observxng to the Embassy
officer (who knew Oldenbroek from London) ‘that Hirigoyen wor
more good there than he was doing in Cuba.  Mujal was not feel
disposed at the time to do anything at all for-lelgoyen, a
Hirigoyen apparently tried to use the Oldenbroek proposal t
himself reelection to the CTC Bureau of Direction.’ Oldenbrcek
expressed himself to the labor officer as much impressed wi
and the CTC and as very happy with the progress of ICFTU,
in South and Southeast Asia, where he represented it as bea‘
WFTU almost everywhere that the two organizations clashed,
candidly Oldenbroek may have been talking, the Embassy can

|
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| Regardin% Mujal's ambitious plans for CTC anti-Communist

- organizational work in close cooperation with AFL-CIO and ORIT in
Chile, Argentina, and Brazil, the Embassy has reported regularly
in the last few months to Washington. As of this writing, Rafael
OTERO Borlaff and HModesto BARBEITO have gone to Chile and Samuel
POWELL to Brazil on this work, while Victor ALEGRIA expects soon
to go to Argentina, [Mujal went to Washington in mid-June and -
spoke with Assistant Secretary Holland and AFL-CIO President MEANY.
He expects financial assistance for the organizational drive from

. the CTC)} and the discrete cooperation of the American Embassies.
He planned himself to visit the three countries in late June but
hid to postpone his trip because of the problem of the FNTA -
elections, ' : '

The Embassy has also reported on plans of the ICFTU Plantations
Offices in Habana to send organizers to Central and South America
and the Caribbean. So far as the Embassy is aware, only Diosdado

- PINC Leon, aka Eladio LEON Pino, has departed, assigned to the
Caribbean, ' -

The CTC is entertaining the idea of sending Pedro RIVASES
Malo to Haiti in August for organizational work. The Department
may want to ponder the advisability of this prgpesal in the light
of the activation in Haiti and perhaps discuss it with ORIT
Assistant Secretary ROMUALDI. Rivases ialo has visited the United
States on a Point grant and written an interesting pamphlet
regarding our labor movement,

II SUGAR WORKERS .

- ‘The 1956 sugar crop was set by Presidential decree at/ 4,600,000 .

tons, up by 200,000 tons over the 1955 crop. Wages were left the same |

as during the 1955 year; that is to say, they were set, as in 1955,
" at a theoretical price of 4,40 cents per pound., This may be read-
- justed upwards retroactively at the end of the year on the basis.
. of the true average price for the first ten months of the year and
by the proportion that the true average price exceeds 3.96 cents

a pound. o T _ ,

The decree setting the terms of the 195690rc§,madelan important
concession to labor in that it contained an artifle rescinding pro-
visions of a decree of a few months before permitting]gmg}éy§r$> o
in cases of resignation, retirement, or death,'not“to f%l  ;@§1 o
empty Job unless a replacement was really requ%red. Thlsvcopqeagigg; 1
can only be counted as another instance of Batista's retreatlngjga,m ‘
?olicies opposed by labor. : . ‘ o

‘ As was brought out in Despatch 534 of JénuaryV30,~19§§,5§héagf
| 1956 harvest began without any hitch, despite the conslderabxg;}ii,
| agitation that had preceded it in the sense that wages mugt,bef; -
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creased over those of the 1955 harvest. The leaders of that agitatiLn
were for the most part those acted against ané suspended or removed
from their offices by the CTC and the FNTA at the end of the

December 1955 sugar strike. They had things other than wages to
agitate about by the time the terms for the 1956 harvest were set;

and such workers as might have followed them in action against the
wages had blown steam in the strike, Moreover,; ‘the majority of the
sugar workers had not been collecting pay for some time when the
terms were set and were more anxious to begin doing that than to go

on strike before ever beginning to work. o ‘ '

The long-postponed elections in the FNTA now seem definitely
set for August 26. When they were put off from February of 1955
until November of that year, it had been said in support of that
step that they would thus not interfere with the harvest and
grinding, and it had been protested against the measure that few
workers would be at the mills in November to vote in the elections.
Later they were postponed again, till early this year. That they
will indeed be held on August 26 as now scheduled seems assured K
the recent appearance of a long decree in the Official Gazette, the
primary purpose of which seems to be to enable Mujal to have consider-
able say regarding the ¢omposition of the union commissions that
supervise the elections, o

There exists a disturbed situation within the FNTA, which,
having between 400,000 and 500,000 members and a compulsory check-
off in real operation, is by far the most important component of
the Cuban labor movement. As already intimated, the Conradosy
Anibal Alvarez and othér anti-Mujalites have some real force in
the FNTA member unions. Becquer, for example had beéen Secretary
General of the Central Trinidad for almost 20 years. These men .
are only suspended and not expelled from their FNTA jobs, and it was =
understood that at the next FNTA congress the{ would be given a fair -
chance to state their case and to have the delegates pass upon it,
They have been preparing for that chance ever since.

- Also, according to reports which are hard to check, which seem
‘reliable but may be exaggerated, Masferrer's MSR has developed
following in the sugar industry, especially in Oriente province
ought to put a show of some anti-Mujal strength at the FNTA Cong

That, as of this writing, the FNTA Congress situation shape
as much different from that of the CTC Congress seens confirm
by Mujal®'s confidential statement to the Embagsy that his peo
at présent control sugar unions sending only 60% of the deleg
to the FNTA Congress. It remains to be seen by how much his skil s
power, and experience will succeed in raising that percentage at
the Congress itself. : - ‘ EEE S

An additional factor disturbs. the FNTAidongress,prospecpsgﬁ‘ .
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i namely: relations between iujal and FNTA Secretary General José

- Luis MARTIN&Z. As long ago as three years back it was being re-
ported that the two men were at odds. During most of 1955 things

- seemed to be going well between them, perhaps chiefly because
sdartinez needed kMujal's support to maintain his own authority in
the FNTA., For some months now, it has been rumored that Mujal .
would ®dump" Liartinez for a trusted lieutenant in the FNTA,

Asked about this situation by the Embassy, Mujal answered . -
that idartinez had made it impossible for himself to continue as
head of the FNTA by indulging in excessive and stupid graft. The
way he had permitted Anibal Alvarez to manage the FNTA treasury
(Despatch 534 of January 30, 1956) was notorious. It has recently
come oul, according to Mujai that rartinez has collected large sums
from various sugar mill owners against his receipt to them for
advances on the compulsory cneckoff, This money he has simply
used for his own purposes. The situation is made worse by the
fact that the receipts cannot really be considered valid for their
purposes, since they are not countersigned by the FNTA Financial
Secretary. Iill owners wno find themselves defrauded by HMartinegz
may not be willing to excuse him before the law., It was notable
that lujal seemed less shocked by bartinez! alleged dishonest
than by its magnitude in material terms and the stupidity wit
which it had been practiced,

Mujal's favorite candidate to succeed Martinez may well be
Prisciliano FALCON Safiu, who was Secretary General of the Oriente
Provincial Federation of the CTC, and was moved from there to the
same position in Camaguey upon Cruz Perez' removal from the job.
However, the Workers' Bloc of the‘Pngresista.Partg may well press
the claims of Julain SOTOLONGO, ex-Communist, now FNTA Secretary
General for Camaguey, While Falcon is also an.ex-Communist, he
left the Party more than fifteen years ago; while, like so many
prominent members of the Progresista Workers' Bloc, Sotolongo was
still in the Party just belore or perhags even after Batista's
coup of march 10, 1552; The question of whether he is not a
Party infiltrator cannot be discussed lightly.

Owing to the manner in which Alvéréz was discovered tq”hava?
made use of the FNTA treasury and llartinez of the compulsqyy;cbgck~
off, Mujal is playing with the idea of having the FNTA congress

adopt special measures under which Facundo Pomar may continue as'~

FNTA Financial Secretary, closely assisted by public accountants.
Pomar has held the position under such special arrangements since
Alvarez' suspension. o v < : \

Incidentally, J. L. dartineéz changed the name of his newsp:

La Campafla Cubana to La Opinibn, It is said that he mere;nggm

Tn 2 maneuver to avoid paying some debts. The format, type,

content of the new paper continue unchanged, which means that, -

unimproved, it probably is the poorest of Habana's. score of da Ly -
T newspaperse. ‘ > ' v
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) III TOBACCO WORKERS o . B l )

: The National Congress, and the elections for officers, of the
National Tobaccoe Federation (FTN) were finally held just before
the CTC IX National Congress at the end of April. As readers of
these reports are aware, the FTN congress and electlons were over=
due by more than two years. -

Surprisingly enough Luis SERRANO Tamayo was reelected .
Secretary General; more surnr151ngly he was also reelected one of
the worker delegates to the Tobacco Workers Retirement Fund, from
which he had Deen suspended by the Accounts Tribunal, and where
almost certainly, and according to everyone's belief, he had
grafted.

This federation has lon* been a headache to Mujal. Communists’
had to be removed from its national execuktive just two years ago;
party members are still iniluential in some of the member unions.
many of the unions were considerably depleted in membership and-
others had become mere paper organizations, Of a potential of more
than 50,000 members, the Federation probably has fewer than 20,000,
It was generally understood that Serrano had proved too weak a
leader and that Iiujal's problem was to find someone to take his’
place. Just what happened to ﬁersuaae Mujal to have Serrano re=-
elected is as yet unknown to the Embassy.

It would be well to bring but that while the FNT 1tself is in:
rickety condltlon, some of its member unions, and practically all at
the major cigar and cigarette factorles are vigorous,

Iv  BARK HOR&ERS

Mujal and the Intervention Committee of the Habana Bank?;
Workers'! Union worked hard to insure the right outcome ih th
elections for a new executive held karch 3. Alberto GUERNICA
as a former Secretary General of the National Federation
President of the bank workers' social club, enjoys great presti
with the union members, was prevaLled upon to run desplte his g1

~reluctance to do so. A ; _ ,

All parties agreed Lhat the electmons, superv1sed»byx
CTC officials as Secretary of Organization Barbeito a
Secretary ARTIGAS, ‘were scrupulously fair. The count
victory to deposed Secretary General José de la AGUILER
kmbassy's Despatch 466 of December 30, 1955) by ll94:to

The Mlnlster of Labor qulckly stepped in andﬂb‘“de
that Aguilera and another one of the elected offie
union could not take office because they were not
1ndustry.' Both had been dismissed for thelr part 1
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I illegal strike and the dismissal upheld by the Ministry. Guernica
declared he would not take Aguilera's place; Catholic Labor Youth
Adviser Father OSLE protested in the press; even Mujal only said

- that the Minister was there to enforce the law as he saw it.
Cofifio, Becquer, and others grew strident. Nevertheless, on
March 17 a new executive took office, with Calixto FERNANDEZ Otero,
who on.the 3rd of March had won theelections for Secretary General
of the Bank Workers' National Federation, also becoming Secretary
General of the Habaa union. ' : L

José laria de la Aguilera seems to have come to the .conclusion.
that his position is desperate, His wheedling appeal to Mujal and
the delegates at the CTC IX National Congress has already been re-
ported to the Department. In his extremity he called at the .
Embassy on May 25 to seek its help. Referred to its Labor Officer .
{(they had not previously met), he obviously intended to see if the
Embassy would not intervene on his behalf with Mr., William BEAULIEU
of the First National City Bank of New York, who has coordinated
the action of the banks in its troubles with the Habana Union. He
was, however, quickly put off that particular track by a clear
statement that the Embassy could not intervene in the matter,
Aguilera went on to complain generally against Mr. Beaulieu and
against the situation for labor created by the Batista government,

The Embassy may comment that Mr., Beaulieu has not always acted
with effective restraint and has sometimes seemed bumptious in his
dealings with the Habana Bank Workers' Union, but Mujal has con-
fidentially observed that lir, Beaulieuw only says out loud what the
bank employers all think.

‘At the present time 63 bank workers are still dismissed from
the banks for their part in the September strike, Their appeal
from the Ministry of Labor to the courts is still pending. In a
typically Mujalian way, they are being subsidized by the CTC at a
rate of about $2,000 a month, although the CTC is in no other way
supporting them, Of the 63 dismissed men, only five worked at
American banks and three at Canadian. If the Ortodoxos ever come
to power, or possibly some other opposition group, Aguilera, of '
course, may well become a leading laber figure.. o i

v  COMMUNISTS

- In mid-March the Minister of Labor at the request of the CTC
intervened the Habana Beach Club Workers' Union because its. =~
Secretary General, Miguel QUINTERO, was a Communist. This remove
the last avowed Communist from prominent union office in C
Despatch 419 of December 8, 1955 the Embassy reported on-
case and on the factors that at the time kept him in unio
It now turns out that removing him from office has not bee
simple or easy matter, ‘ : ) CM
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According to information from Mujal, which is confirmed by other ' -
evidence, Quintero continues to have a considerable following in : |
the beach clubs and at some of them even to be recognized as
Secretary General by the workers, and to collect dues. HMujal
blames this situation on the attitude of the managers of the clubs
involved and on the ahlf-sympathetic attitude towards Quintero of
José MICHELTORENA, Secretary General of the Gastronomical Workers®
Federation, (Apparently Francisco AGUIRRE is firm enough against .
Quintero now--see Despatch 419 cited above.) .

The intervention of the Beach Club Workers' union has been
attended practically since March by beatings up administered by
both the Communists and anti-Communists. The two sides also issue
a one sheet, two page, mimeographed paper full of mutual abuse.

The anti-Communist one is called Anzuelo~--"Hook"~-the Communist
Ancla--"Anchort, While amusing and indicative of a fine fighting
spirit on both sides, these sheets hardly seem in any way effec-
tive or to suggest that much money is going into the struggle on
either side.

& & & &

The Communists continue to try to operate in labor circles
with their "Comites de Defensa de las Demandas Obreras" ("Committees
for the Defense of the Workers' Demands®), 1lypically, the National
Committee of theme Committees, -according to the weekly Gente, is
headed by Antonio SABATIER, an QOrtodoxo. (The Communists seem to
be able easiest to set up cooperative ventures with Ortodoxos;
leaving out of the "cooperative" classification, that 1s, whatever
infiltration they may have been able to accomplish within the )
Batista Progresista Party, which seems considerable.) The Comites
are quite ineffectual, The Comite Nacional did attract some e
attention by asking for a peFmit To hold a May Dayparade, which was,

“of course, refused them, ~ . , :

I T R &

As already indicated, at the GTC IX Congress the Communists
and their influence were nowhere in eivdenc¢e. One Communist would-
be delegate was refused admittance. (Despatch 898 of June 13, 1

VI NATIONAL AVIATION FEDERATION (FAN) STRIKE AGAINST PAN-AMERICAN
- INTRA-CUBA CHARTER FLIGHT T e T

As the Embassy has elsewhere reported in another connect
on April 5 airport workers refused to service or to permi
vicing of a Pan American airliner which was chartered to
New Orleans Symphony Orchestra on a United States Depar
State tour through the Caribbean and South America. The

. supposed to take the orchestra from Habana to Camaguey,
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: Santiago, and Santiago to Kingston, Jamaica, The FAN objected to i
a non=Cuban craft making these flights within the country, assert-
ing that such flights should only be made by Cabana: de ﬁvxaclén,
a labor point of view of a not uncommon type in western countries,
PAA, however, had obtained a Cuban government permit for the flight,
Cubana offered to make the flight within the country free out of
deference to the cultural, semi-official character of the .
orchestra’s mission. As. the afternoon wore on, Cubana's offer was
finally accepted. ‘ - : , ~

On the surface this strike does not appear to differ signifi-
cantly from many that are held in other countries. But while it
was going on, the Embassy developed the suspicion,,on the basis
of certain evidence, that it was Cubana, rather than FAN, that .
had taken the 1n1t1at1ve in brlnging the strike about. Washington
is already acquainted with FAN's capital participation in Cubana
and its representation on the Gompany's board of directors, With
such a tie up between company and union, a strike directed at a
third and competing party is, naturally, not hard to arrange.

VII DEATH OF GILBERTO GOLIATH

Gilberto Goliath, Secretary General of the National Federation
of Maritime Workers (FOHN), died in late May after months of being
fatally afflicted with cancer. The IX National Congress of the
CTC has a month before voted to buy him a house, which Goliath
lived to see legally transferred to his family's ownership, It
was widely remarked that here was one labor leader who was ending
his career a poor man,

Sergio PONS Rivero is Secretary General of FOMN for the tlme
being. He is not a very forceful personality, but then the FOMN,
like many port workers' unions throughout the world, is in fact
made up of a series of ‘groups, organized around one port or. one
work place, which have their own union bosses and pretty much
run themselves. The FOMN, as is brought out in another section =
of this despatch 1ncludes the country's sailors, whose int ts -
are not always in complete harmony with those of’ the port workers,
‘Pons, by the way, was on an ICA trade union team visiting the =
United States about a. year ago but had to cut his visit short in
order to return to Cuba to take up an appointment as a dlrecto ﬁj
of the then newly established Flshery Instltute. : -

VIII CONTROVERSY OVER TRAILER SEA FmRRIES

During the half-year there has been con51derable wr‘ng'
between the Union of Sailors, Firemen and Related Worke
Habana Port Workers Federation, both of the FOMN, ov
by two companles to establish a ferry service. betwae

TR




' Page_..,f!

Encl. No._______.
Desp. No.__lg___'
Fro

£

United States for loaded truck trailers. These would be loaded
on the ferries with imports from the United States or exports
from Cuba (mostly fruits and vegetables) and upon being unloaded
would simply be attached to a truck and taken right to the con-
signees., The sailors have maintained that the new ferries would .
be registered under the Cuban flag and give employment to Cuban
sailors, The Habana Port Workers have maintained that the trailer
ferry would throw a large number of members out of work. The ..~

~ Port Workers' finally got the Transport Workers and the Railway=-
men to back their point of view, and in Hay the CTC took a stand
against the trailer ferrles.

X COMPULSORY CHECKOFF

The papers announced early in the year a number of cases in
which the Supreme Tribunal had found the compulsory checkoff
constitutional. In a recent conversation with the labor officer,
Mujal stated that despite these stories, which were accurate,
the situation was not actually clear. He understood that there
were other cases pending and that some of the justices were have
ing second thoughts regarding the principle involved. Whatever
the truth of these reports, Mujal alleged, many employers con-
tinued to regard the matter as still not settled and not many
were paying up.

The Embassy is a bit as sea regarding this entire busxness.
The recent issuance of a linistry of Labor decree clarifying one
of the original decree-laws establishing the checkoff would seem
to indicate that the government has not changed its mind about
the checkoff, At the same time, the CTC appears to be doing.
very little either about collecting the checkoff or organizing
the workers who may have to pay it even though they belong to na*-
union., It is reasonable to speculate whether someone is not.
being paid off, or whether Mujal is not partlcularly anxlous at
this time to see the member unions have thelr financial p031t10n
considerably strengthened.

It is probable, however, that enough employers arefpa
the checkoff to greatly improve the CTC's financial po
has had no further financial crises lately, and in fact
its interest in the South American anti-Communist campalg
more prosperous than at any tlme in the last two years.

X UNEMPLOYMENT SURVEY

The manpower survey planned by the Cuban census thi
local. electoral boards (both are part of the Supreme E
Tribunal), and under the guidance of its Point IV

‘ got underway. The flrst reﬁnmj ngﬁ-;llcate that une

- GONELDENTEAL
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Cuba in late spring was of the proportions of between 20 to 30 "
: percent of the labor force., Hore détailed information is not as
yet available on a reliable basis.

, If the first returns are con51stently borne out by subse-.
quent ones, the conclusions can at last be definitely arrived
at that at the height, or depth, of the dead season unemployment
in Cuba runs - in the nelghborhood of 500,000, This is a formid-
able figure but, of course, much under £he 1,000,000 or 1,500,000
figure freouently tossed off as the number of unemployed 1n Cuba
all year round. )

The 20 to 30 percent rate of. unemployment is bad enough 80
that some uncertalnty has developed within the Cuban government
as to whether the survey results really ought to be published.
For that reason the contents of this section of the present.
despatch must be handled with the greatest reserve.

X ATLAS

Cuban Atlas does not seem to have terminated its activities
despite tThe turn of events in Argentina., It has recently sent
a letter to our Ambassador asking him to subscribe to a $5.00
bond to help the organization along. The letter, which is being
ignored, was couched in nationalistic terms, This is the only
evidence the BEmbassy has had in the last few months of ATLAS
activities, but then it was always very hard to ascertain that
Cuban Atlas existed at all. Manuel SAN MARTIN is still Secratary
General.

XII GUANTANAMO NAVAL BASE

The Naval Base reports in a confidential message that by
letter of June 14 from the Base Union the Commander was infq
of elections for new officers that the Union had held on April 2
and of the end of the intervention. The Base then comments.k

#2 a, The letter of 14 June is the first news'th”‘”
Base has had concernlng an electlon of
officers, and it is doubtful that: an "
in the usual sense of the word was h

b. The list of new offlcers is garbled i
and only one (Jose M, Poutou Suarez,
Seeretary); can be definitely iden
Mr, Poutou, who was a member of
Ccmm1351on, is unable to ident
officers at this point, althoug
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| "c, 1t is said that some of the newly “elected” I
officers were unaware that they were being
elected, and have resaned their offices.

"d, There has been practically"no Union activity by
the group during the past six months, and it is .
possible that it is belng maintained as a “paper"
organization to strengthen the position of = .. -
Buseblo Mujal Barniol, Secretary General of the
C.T.C." = :

The Base's deductions are no doubt sound, es eclally in
l'ght of the fact that the CTC National Congress egan on Agrll 27,
Mujal was_no doubt glad to have the Base Union's delegate
there with full voting rights. There has not béen time t6 check

with Mujal regarding the Base Union "elections",

For the Ambassador:

b

-

Vinto ‘
Counselor of Embassy




