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Subject: Sales of Arms to Cuba

Piscussion:

The questlon of the sales of arms to Cuba was referrcd to you for declslon
on January 17 (TAB A). 4t that time you concurred in ARA's recommsndation that
Ambassedor Smith in his discretion inform President Batista that certain s
pending Cuban requests for purchase of arms, including sn order for 20 armored = —
cars, were being approved but delivery would depend on conditions in Cuba at the

sugpest certain measures to President Batiste which might help create an
atmosphere conducive to fair elections scheduled ior June l. In line with these:
suggestions, President Batista restored constitutional guarantees in all but: one
of six provinces of Cuoa on January 25, :

Although this created a temporary atmosphere of peace in Cuba, the Gove:
ment failed to take further constructive steps as suggested by the nmbassador‘
and 1ntrans_gent revolutionaries set off a new wave of terrorism.
the Catholic Eniscopate and a subsequenb Hatlonal Harmony uommlttee ‘o~

precipitously ennounced on Merch 12 that constltutlonal g
suspended. Simultaneously, he ordered a 35 percent 1ncr"“
and told our Ambassador of his plan to move masses of people
combat in Oriente Province in a mejor effort to wipe out the rebel
mass movement failed edrly last year with unfortunate consequence
population of that province,

intensified ' strons arm" measures considerably darken the pros‘ec

our policy.pegerding shipment of arms to. Cuba.
reeﬁam&naﬁrcn are - descrlbed in TAB B. “




2 ..

‘,‘JJJ :P"L;P1 Th‘\) db».\.u . ww e J - i-‘-'.t:bs M
' No._ | of__jz,_,4Lepss,Sencs Zﬁ:;.,.‘

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

5 ttachments
ASSISTANT SECRETARY Three L ALt o

Tos The Secretary

4
- \
3 .

Tarough: /8- '{ b

g & .
Froms ARA -- lir. Snowoﬁj o we

Subject: Sales of Arms to Cuba

¢
[
i
&
,}.

Discussion:

The questlon of sale and shlpments 6f arms to Cuba was referred to you
for 8ecision on January 17 (TAB A). At thit time you concurred in ARA's re-
‘commehdation that Ambassador Smith, in hisidiscretion, 1nform Pres1den§/
Bat1SQa that certain pendlnnguban requests for the pupchase of arus, /’\\

s werg being approved, but that delive
would depend on conditions§ in Cuba at the time the eduipment was ready for
shipment. The Ambassador was also authorized to suggest certain measures
to President Batista whlch might help to create an/atmosphere conducive to_ /o
Lair-slegtions on_lune_l‘ In line with these sugcestlons, Presiaent Batist
restored constltutlonal guarantees in all but“ore of the six provinces of
Cuba on Januagy/25.

Although this temporarllj brought an 1mprovement in the Cuban atmosph're,
the Government failed to take further constructive steps, and intransigent
revolutlonarles began a new campa¢gn of terrorlsm. Efforts by the Catholl

population of that prov1nce falled to enable the Gover ment
Castro forcés).
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Memorandum of Conversahon
CONFIDENTIAL

DATE: March 21, 1958

- SUBJECT: Shipment of Arms to Cubs

PARTICIPANTS: Colonel Kieffer _
Colonel Ferrer, Cuben Army Abteché
Mre Leonhardy, MID

_COPIES TO: ~ MID - lr. T eland

Ve, Stewart 0 e
ARA - I, Hoyt _ : S“’ T
REA - Mr, Litsey : o Y

MG = Mr. Darby S /\'5"

BEmbassy, Habana o

Colonel Kieffer came in to see Mr Leo
- Colonel ‘Ferrer who announced- thet he I
whom he lcnew personally, but Mr. Hoy'tf,was



D
CONFIDENTIAL

to define the criterie which would be used in arriving at such a de=
¢ision but did say that he thought that the Cuban Ambassador was aware
of our procedure for approving arms shipments. e made this latber
statement for the benefit of Colonsl Ferrer as well as Colonel Kieffer,

Colonel Kieffer inquired as to whethsr he should not go to o*bher
officials in the Department for such information. IMr. Leonherdy said
that he was free to do this if he so desired but he didn't believe he
would get any further information. Colonel Kieffer then implied that
he probably could do bebtter by talking to Mr. Hoyt, but apparently de=-
-cided against this move. Ee then asked if the Department would have any-
objeotions to his trying to obtain arms for the Cuban Government in other”
countries, and Mr. Leonhardy stated that the Depariment ha.d no control ’
over sales of arms by other countries to Cuba. '

Before depa.rt:.ng Colonel Kleffer, expla.:.ned ths.'b he did not 'wa.n'b
to get mixed up in any kind of arms deal personally as he was never ine
volved in the purchase of arms and didn't want to get involved in 'bhat
business, but was only trying to help out in this single :.nstanoe. :
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‘From: ARA -~ | Ir. Snow‘

Discussions:

1 3

The questlon of sales and shipments of arms to Cuba was referred to you
for decision on January 17 (TAB A). At that time you concurred in ARA's
recommendation that Ambassador Smith, in his discretion, inform President
Batista that certain pending Cuban requests for the purchase of arms were
being approved, but that delivery would depend on conditions in Cuba at the
time the equipment was ready for shipment. The Ambassador was also authorized
to suggest certain measures to President Batista which might help to create an
atmosphere conducive to a peaceful solution through elections. In line with ,
these suggestions, President Batista restored constltutlonal guarantees through—"
out nmost of Cuba on January 25. : :

Although this temporarily brought an improvement in the Puuan atmosphere
the Government failed to take furiher constructive steps, ana intransigent
revolutionaries began a new campaign of terrorism. Efforts by the Cat olic.
‘Episcopate and a subsequent ifational Harmony Committee to mediate -in sea
of a peaceful solution were unsuccessful and President Batlsta sudoenl"
announced on March 12 that constltutlonal guarantees were agalnroelng suspendt

peaceful solutlon° : e
seems. likely to ensue. ARA considers that the continued? hip
to Cuba at this time would bring sharp criticism from both hou

might 1ncrease bloodshed in Cube resultlng in adverse
+ and Cuban publlc .and press. 2

—




of State

ONLY

rtment

epa

ication

;f

Class

TEXT

ATIM.
SK

oy

V

‘today on March

N
5

2
press

t given

men

e

sy HABANA

Amembas




Page..”2  of telegram to

OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Classification

resolve the issue.® ' o




~ ACTION COPY |

INCOMING TELEG

) epaﬂmem’ a“f é’mw

32 SEGRET .,
Action e Control :
ARA s

, FROM: Habana
nfo
RMR T0: Secretary of State

SS NO: 595, March 26, 11 a.m.

G

SP

c NIACT

W -

L Guell informed me this morning that Batista is anxious to
INR cooperate with US and not embarrass US. Therefore he will
BX cancel order for 20 armored cars. However, GOC 1s in dire

MC need of remaining arms promised by US. Eresent eggiggent

_hands of GOC 1s obsolete and deteriorated. In view of
friendship and good relations which exist between GOC and
US, Batista earnestly hopes for favorable reply to GOC memo-‘
randum March 17.

; Embassy recommends Department continue shipments necessaxy
for preservation law and order.  Embassy's paramount aim. is
for peaceful solution and avoidance of possible bloodbath

‘ in Cuba. B

There is strong likelihood church will shortly call on both
GOC and revolutionaries for period of truce._s

f LMS :ET/5 e
Y1 NOTE: Mr. Leonhardy (ARA) notified 3/26/1 p. m., GHP‘ '
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