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Subject: - Order to Stop Shipment of iifles to Cuben Army

Discussion:

On March 23, 1956 the Government of Cuba through its Embassy in
Washingbon expressed through a formal note its interest in obtaining a
purchase quotatlon on a,OOO Calibre 30, i1 rifles for use by the Cuban
Army under the provisions of Section 408e of the IMutual Defense
Act of 1949, The Department, in accord with existing practlce,‘
Department of Defense by a memorandum dated April 30, 1956 that
objections to the sale of these rifles to the Cuban Government.
letter of offer of June 8, 1956 the Department of the Army sent
Acting Cuban l"/’i:'Ll:i.isary Attaché in Washinbton an ' assistance’réqu"

by ¥MC on ¥arch 7 of this year a’short while a”ter concur
obtained from ARA. These 1,950 rifles are presently in Nev
be loaded in a Cuban vessel destined for Habane.

'purchase of arms in this country were being
the Department informed the Ambassador thau
Batlsta the necesszty of his cooperatlng 1n




