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Mail 

No. 95 33 ~bana, Cuba, June '22, 1945 

Subject: 

UNRESTRICTED 

The Honorable 

Sir: 

The Secretary of State, 
Washington, D.C. 

Major Sergeant and W~. M. M. Peake spent several 
days in this city on an Official missi on for the pur­
pose of gathering information on education and techni­
cal training in Cuba, with a view to the formulaticn of 
a program for the employment of Cuban civilian person­
nel in United States Army military establisru~nts in 
Cuba. The Embassy was able to assist them in arrang­
~g for visits to various public and private techni­
cal schools in Babana and its vicinity. Assistance 
was also furnished by Dr. PORTELL Vila, Secretary of 
the Cuban-American Cultural Institute in this city. 
The enclosed memorandum, wnich contains information 
co nc erning schools in this country, was prepared by 
Dr. Port, ll upon request by Messrs. Sergeant and Peake. 

If the Department perceives no objection, it is 
suggested that the attached communication be transmitted 
to the addressee, as follows: 

Enclosure: 

Mr. M. M. Peake 
APO 845 
Base Headquarters S 3 
Care of Postmaster 
)liem1, Flor ida. 

Original, with copie s 0 r 
memorandum dated Habana, 
June 20, 1945 . 
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Enclosure to Habana's despatch No. 9533, J~ . 22, 194~ 

I 
INSTI TOTO CULTURAL CUBANO -NORTKjJllBlCAJJO 

Paseo de Marti 112 

Habana ~ June 20, 1945 

MBMORANDUM FOR MESSRS SERGEANT AND PEAKE ABOUT EDUCATION 
IN CUBA. 

The General Census of Cuba of 1943, the last taken, 
and whose returns have been published in book form to­
day (June 20, 1945), gives the country a total population 
of 4,778,583 inhabitants, seventy-nine percent of which 
can read and wri te, as cOInpired to seventy-one percent 
in 1931. 

Public schools in Cuba are organized in thi sway: 
kindergartens, escuelas primarias or grammar schools, 
escuelas primarias superiores, secondary schools and 
special schools that used to be grouped into the civil­
military schools. 

First listing the schools supported with govern­
ment funds, the figures are as follows: 

607 

7516 

65 

kindergarten schools, at times with two 
or more classroo~s. 
escuelas primarias or grammar schools, up 
to the sixth grade. 
escuelas primarias superiores, up to 
eighth grade, all having more than six 
classrocms • 

The escuela primaria superior is a vocational 
school. In the 65 schools the re are 104 class­
rooms for the teaching of English, 15 for "sloyd", 
66 for dressmaking and sewing, 62 for home econo­
mics, 37 for the teaching of mus ic, 5 for draw­
i~ and painting, 7 tor physical education and 
~ one tor agriculture. 

Jmong the secondary and special schools the following 
mus t be listed: 

6 granjas agr!cOlas provinciales or farm schools, 
one for each province. 

6 escuelas del hogar or schools of hOllle'aconomics 
w.bose certit1cate of graduation is enoath to en­
ter the School of Educa tion at the University. 

6 normal schools prepar i.og teachers for the grammar 
schools, students spend four years at the normal 
school, atter the primaria superior, and gradua te 
when they are · about eighteen years old. ___ .J 

1 normal rural school preparing teachers who are go­
ing to work in backwoods district~. 

1 .sou.la 
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1 escuela superior de artes y oticios or school 
or arts and trades, located at Havana. 

1 escUilla tecnioa industrial for boys alld, 
1 escuela tecn:loa industrial for girls - both of 

them at the town of General Peraza, near Haban.a. 
1 centro superior tecnologico, at Ceiba del Agua, and 
1 centro superior tecnol6gico al Holguin. These two, 

as the escuelas tecnlcas industriales, are board­
ing schools. The cantros are huge institutions 
housing 1250 students each until they are eighteen 
years old, when they have learned a trade. 

15 hogares intantiles campesinos or boarding schools 
for peasan t children, capable Of housing some 60 
children who made good in th e rural schools and 
are considered bright and better than the average. 
These hogares are scattered throughout the island. 

S schools in the largest prisons. 
866 rural schools, equipped with a small demonstra­

tion field and an elemental shop. Until these 
schools were merged into the regular system and 
ceased being the civic~ilitary school they were 
very good and there was a service of visiting 
nurses and visiting teachers and social workers. 

6 escuelas protesionale s de c omercio or bus ine s s 
schools, one for each province 

1 escuela nacional de bellas artes at Havana and 
two provincial ones, one in Matanzas and the 
other one at Santiago de Cuba. 

1 forestry school or escuela nacional de selvicultura, 
at Havana. 

There are schools of arts and trades supported by 
foundations, as the lrsouela Villate, Havana,. of the Socie­
dad Economica de Amigos del Pais, la Escuela Tirso Mesa, 
at Co16n, Matanzas, 18 Escuela Tecnica Industrial, Cole­
gio de Be 18 n, Mar ianao, an d other s. 

Above the whole system there is the University of 
Havana, with titteen thousand students and an income of 
mo~e than two million dollars a year. It has thirteen 
faculties: Medioine, Dentistry, Veterinary, Pharmaoy, 
Law, Social Studies, Philosophy, Education, Sciences, 
Agriculture, C~erce, Engineering, Arcltecture. There 
are some five hundred professors. The equipnent in 
Medicine, Soienoes, Engineering, Veteri~y, Pharmacy, 
Agriculture and Architecture is first-c1a~. 

, 

As reoorded in the registry of tOe Ministry of Edu­
cation there are 597 private schools throughout the Is­
land; but it can ~e safely asserted that the real number 
must be nearly one thousand, Private schools _Qt the type 
of Havana Busine8s .A.oad8D17, .lcademia Baldor, Colegio de 
la Salle, Instituto 1di8QQ, Colegio Cubano Montori and 
Bfilouelas P!as, at Havana, have more than one thousand 
students each, and so i8 the case with La Progre8i'f'a, 
at Cardena8, far !nst ance • . 

There 
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There are non-denominational or lay private school. 
in great number; but many of them lean towards Catholic1_. 
Catholic schools ere influential, although nOt in the de­
gree to vmich they are in other Latin American countries. 
There are Methodist, Fresbyterian, Baptist and Bpiscopal~ 
schools that are very important, and in Oriente even a 
"Friends" school can be found. A colegio Eebreo operates 
in Havana. 

~ university professor earns from three thousand to 
forty-eight hundred dollars a year; a teacher in the secon­
dary schools, from eighteen hundred to twenty-fcur hundred 
dollars, and a teacher in the publi c schools a minimum of 
eleven hundred and forty-two dollars a year. These sala­
ries are much higher than those paid by even the best pri­
vate schools. A leading private school in Havana pays 
i!a dollars a month per one class of one hour a day, five 
days of the week. The teacher has to have eight classes 
to make eighty dollars. The Catholic schools are no ex­
ception to this, not even with the savings that they can 
make and actual~y make by having a good number of priests 
and nuns who teach without salaries the subjects for which 
they do not have to have lay teachers. 

Hoping that these facts will be of some use, I re­
main, 

(Copied by : DBC) 

Sincerely, 

(Signa d) Herminio Portell Vila 

INSTI'IUTO CULTURAL CUBANO­
NORTEAMmICANO 

Secretary 
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110: L1""tensnt Oolon.l "wu-4 H. JUll.r, 
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101111 tar1 In~.lllg.no. 1)1.1.10D', 
WaJ' . Depafl •• D' . 
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