Congress of the nited States
PBouse of Representatibes
SWashington, B. €.

Zecenber 17, 1943,

The IIonoralble Jonos . Byrnes ;23/
The Scerotury of Stote ‘>’ /’
Vasiinguon, LeCoe

iy dewr ir. Socrotary:

It has beea bro
Intcrnational Lion's Clu
novement to prosent ™T
Goverrment.

t to my attention that the
of America has sponsored a
Three rriends™ to the Cuban

e

This vessel vas owmed by Captain lzpoleon
Boneparte Brovard, a distinguished citizem of Florida,
and vas used by him to aid Cuba durin; tle Span.sh-
Americen Var. Iiis grand-dauchter who is present ovner
of this vessel has oilered to give it to Cube but it
is in need of repeir before it ccx be towed to Cuba.

Mg pwrpose in writing to you in regard to this
e ia %o inquire if the t-ooddwlll ~esture would be of
Wlent value to the United States to have ou recormend
Huvy Department that they do some mirnor repair work
aol, not to put it in run:in: condition but re-
' the extent that it may be towed.

' hﬂ cubl.n Government has accepted this boat and

’ﬂ!.l‘l you please advise me in regard to this matter

1981 § Nvp

Sincerely yours,

.QVL/:‘ZI/QIV‘LSEB







THE THREE FRIENDS
As gallant and audacious a vessel as ever
crossed the Seas of the New World, car-
ried to Cuba in 1836 the brave and daring
Cuban Generals wit! their men, arms and
munitions to help of Freedom

El buque galante ‘ ; mo ninguno
cruzara jamas lo,, Mares del Nuevo
Mundo, llevo a Cuba en 1836 a los bravos
y osados Generales Cubanos con sus
hombres, armas y municiones para
ayudar a la causa de la Independencia y
Libertad.



? reply refer to
AB 837.413412-1746

Ky dear Mr. Price:

I have your letter of Deo 17, 1946 stating
that the Internstional Lien's Club of Amerieg has
sored a movement to t the vessel, "The Three
ends®, to the Cudban ernment. You inguire whether
I feel that this goodwill gumo 10 of -
tance to this ernnent to Justify a recsommmndation
o the Navy Department that it undertaks to eoffest miper
repairs of this vessel.

The presentation of this vessel So the Oubhan
ment 1s a splendid gesture. I would be relustant, b
::nlm m't .:!u::tg:o;;yw::um y
Navy's feeilities and funds are heavily eneusmbered with
regular Navy ship repair verk.

Sinoerely yowrs,
James F. Byrner

e et e

LOR - ARG Uit ,
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Memorandum of Conversatién

SUBJECT: Repalr of Vessgel, "Thg\/gg Friends".

PARTICIPANTS: Senator Pepper
Mr., Walker - CRB

COPIES TO:

cI,: B_Thy, Rt

LYe-2/SIv° LS8

L

ere 1—1403
~e

Senator Pepper stated that he had received an inquify
from some friends who are anxious to aeésist in arranging for
the repair of an o0ld schooner cglled the "Three Friends! in
order that 1t can be towed from Jacksonville, Florida.fo Habana,
Cuba to be presented to the Cuban Government by the Lion's Club
International, He stated that he had taken the matter up with
partmént and had recenbly received a letter from
¥ Bullivan stating that the Navy had no funds
repairing orivate vessels and that a special Act
be required in order to repair the vessel in
ther the Department in the interest of
.0 be able to arrange for the repair of
the vessel. iim that the Department was aware of the
lans of the'lk 0lub to present this vessel to the Cuban
overnment and that while it was oonsidered a friendly gesture,
I 41d not believe that the Department could possibly arrange .

for the ship's repair. t

A /SO

pronoting}

DOR - ARA Unit
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e 935 East] Chub "”“ U %F ST
’ ,{ { kAJ Jackson I%ﬁ
/u/- 14 Februpry,
(A ((” 1‘
The President s '
The White House i | '/("(/ L cRa
¢ | = s

Weshington, D. C.

Fe
s 14“’ /L . 'L//j 3 .
Dear Mr. President: X}’( ‘//3/”“ ’ §31 e :

I am inclosing cliprings, and copies of 1etters in reference to the "
FRIENDS".

As you will note, I have attempted to present, to the people of Cuba, their
'01d Ironsides', and, to all purposes have, except for the fact that no one
has come for her,

I have no desire for any personal gain, but this, as it stands now, what can
I do? The "THREE FRIENDS" is tied up at the dock, I have given her to Cuba,
and, it would be embarrasing to have her destroyed now. Mariano Viranco
Zayas eaild they could, and would, restore the "THREE FRIENDS" for a shrine
in Cuba, if we could get her there,

As the letters indicate, I tried to find a way —— surely there is a way for
this great Country to present Cuba with this good-will gift that means so
much to her people,

I have the honor to remain,

Very respectfully yours,
Drnca, /3. Forler

Dorcas B, Foster ~

RYSTRY

Byvi-2/ci¥° LS8



LIBERTY ¢ INTELLIGENCE -«

PRLSIDENT

DR. RAM'mO COLLAZO, O'RE!LLY 108, HMavana, Cusa

IMMEDJATE PAST PRESIDENT
D. A. Skren, 1301 WALRER BANK BUILDING, SALT LAKE CITY 1,

Uran

¥ OUR + NATIONS * SAFETY

OFFICERS DIRECTORS -

E. B. ‘'SUNSHINE ' BRANT, BOox 14) STATION A, ST. PETLRSBURG,
FLORIDA

THOMAS N. FOWLER, 1710 HOGE BUILDING., SEATTLE 4, WASHINGTO?
(UNIVERSITY DiSTRICT CLuB ¥

W. RUSSELL PORTER, 234 HAWTHORN STRELT, NEW BEDFORD.
MASSACHUSETTS

RALPH M. SHEEMAN. 400 ALBERT STREET, MARQUETTE, M'CHIGAN

1ST VICE-PRESIDEN
s T G. W. BRENTLINGER, 122 S. ELIZABETH STREET, LIMA, OHIO

CLiFFORD D. PrERcCE. 13350 COMMERCE TITLE BUILDING, LIC. FRANCISCO DORIA-PAZ, PALMA NO. 30-308. MEXICO CiTy, D. F
MEMPH'S 3, TENNESSEE HMEADQUARTERS WALTER C. FISHER, QUEENSTON, ONTARIO (ST. CATHARINES CLUB'
" MCCORMICK BUILDING RONALD B. LAING, BOX 10, ABILENE, KANSAS
2ND VICE-
O VICE-PRESIDENT 332 8. MICHIGAN AVE. RALPH F. LESEMANN, MURPHY BUILDING, EAST ST, LOUIS, ILLINO'S
FRED W. SMiT, P. O. BOX 30, VENTURA, CALIFORNIA CHICAGO 4, ILL. ELLIS LOVELESS, NORFOLK NEWSPAPERS, INC., NORFOLK, V.RGINIA

JOMN W. MENTZER, BOX 70. MCCONNELLSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA

IRD VICE-PRESIDENT M. C. PETRY. JR., P. O. DRAWER 218, CARRIZO SPRINGS, TEXAS

EUGENE S. BRIGGS. PHILLIPS UNIVERSITY, ENID, ORLAHOMA TEODORO MENDEZ, ILUSTRE AMERICANO 82, QUINTA ""MARIETTA"'
~ BARQUISIMETO, LARA, VENEZUELA (Ex-OFFiICIO)
SECRETARYEQENERES FISCAL YEAR 1948-48 JOMN M. KALTE, 212 E. WASHINGTON STREET, HIGH POINT,
MELVIN JONES, 350 MCCORMICK BUILDING, CHICAGO 4, ILLINOIS NORTH CAROLINA (EX<OFFICIO)

OR. MARIANO VIVANCO ZAYAS
GOBEANADOR DE DISTRITO. DISTRITO “*C"

CUBA
CALLE VIVANCO 4
SAN ANTONIO DE LOS BANOS. HABANA,. CUBA

Havana, Cuba
June 12, 19‘6

Mr. George H. Rast
District Goyernor
leesburg F¥la.

Dear Governor Rast:

Upon my return from *Iss Villas", 1 recdived
your letter dated June 7 and with it the joy of knowing your
plans about "The Three Friends® who has so much significance to
to Cuba for giving us so meany glorious days bringing to the Cuban,
troops arms.and expeditions with the greatest success in the '
struggle for our independence.

The Cuban Lyons have appreciated very much
your offert and this ast will surely stranghen the friendship
and companionship that unites us to the Florida Lyons, for by
means of you we might be able to keep as a relique thet®glorioug
piece® of our history: *"The Three Friends®.

Next Saturday I shall talk with the Cuban Marines
in order to obtain their aid to bring the ship back to Cuba after
the Convention in which you will present it to Dr. Collazo.

We will organize great feasts for the coming of
the ship and I hope you, your wife and Mrs. Foster will visit us
then to participate of the acts of which you and Mrs. Foster will
be the principal actors.

Waiting to see you at Philadelphia, I am, very
truly yours, %?




Jasksenville, Flerida
um. 1946

Nea. Claude J. Pepper
Tallshassee, Fla.

My Dear Senator;

I knew you are familiar with the yecord of the vessel "TERER
FRIRNDS", uuomumca.uwumwm
able

ummpmw mmm-:utu-xmm
to ebtain, this vessel has been offered to and ascepted by the
Repudliec of Qudba.

A represeatative of the Lioms Oludb of Jascksonville amd a
Mrs. Foster contacted me regarding my on of the safety of
vessel 10 meke the trip under tow frem Jacksemville
nmtomumuu.muusmmm.xmm
looked her ever while afloat.

nqumumswmmbommam
over for miner repairs. However, I believe that if one plase ia the
m.mmmmmw.mxm to be showed
twe inoh plemking, she could make the tﬂ)nowﬂ safeby.
umm-mmmmnmmmmm
vessel over while aflcat. A dry-decking would be necessary for a
cemplets examination miaer repeirs resulting from such and exem~

f
T
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&

1ike teo

v




In reply refer to
CAB 837,.413/13-1748

January 7, 1947

My dear Mr, Pricet

I have your letter of December 17, 1948, stating
that the International Lien's Club of America has sponsered a
movemen$ $0 present the vessel, "The Three Friends®, te the Ouden
Govesmment. You inquire whether I feel that this goodwill gesture
is of sufficient importance to this Govermment to justify a recom-
wendation to the Navy Department that it will undertake to effest
minor repairs of this vessel.

The presentation of this vessel to the OCudban
Government is a splendid gesture. I would de reluctant, however,

to recommend that the repair of the vessel de undertaksa My the

Navy Department, as I am informally advised that the Navy's
facilities and funds are heavily encumbured with regular Navy

ship repair work,

Sinesyely yours,
Jamss ¥, Burnes

The Homorable
Mmory Price
House of Representatives



THE UNDRR SEOEEEARY OF THE NAVY
Washington .

,

33 Janwary, 1947

My dear Semator Peppers

p I have read with great interest yowr lotter
Anquiring as %o whether or not 4% would de for the
nummmuuu Priends®, '
are

Naval apprepriatiens solely for Naval

purpeses and i\l b expended en prejests of
private navure. 1 believe \a X

thobutmo{




UNITED STATES SENATE
Cormittee on Foreign Relations

January 31, 1947

Mrs. Dorcas B, Foster
935 East Church Street
Jacksonville, Florida

Dear krs, Foster:

I regret to have to enclose herewith a letter I jusp received
from the Under Secretary of the Nauvy, advising that the Navy does
not have fund available to repair the "Three Friends" without
special authorization and funds from Congress. It is so diffi-
cult to get through special legislation of this sort that I

have taken the matter up again with the State Department to

see if there is any way the State Department can help us and I
am awaiting a reply from that inquiry. I will let you hear
further as soon as possible,

Cordially and sincerely yours,

/8/ CLAUDE PEPPER

CP:awdb
Enclosure



UNITED STATES SENATRE
Committee on Agriculture and Torestry

Pebruary 4, 1947
Lt-Comdr. James P. Chaplin, U.8,C.0,

Steazboat Inspectioa Division
Jacksonville, Florida

Dear Commander!

luumwhtnﬁytncnondiuunnvmwhr
your kindness in making an wofficial inspection of the "Thres
Triende®, and giving me your general obsePvations about the re-
pdr-mnuolwulduodtoubsudpucm. You were
very kind to do this and you have been very helpful to me.

¥ith kind regards and all good wishes to you, I am

Sincerely yours,
/s/ Clande Pepper
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" International.
'Iles in Philadelphia,

7 h
| rrangements for the

Jaxon to Present Famed Old Steamer,
‘Three Friends,” to Cuba As Shrine

The ‘“Three
again. Soon!
Jacksonville's famous old filibus-

Friends” will

dependence, will be formally pre-
sented to Cuba by her owner, Mrs
Dorcas Foster, at the international

on Monday.

And if present plans are com-
pleted, sometime in the near future,
escorted by the Cuban flagship,
QCuba, and in tow of two Cuban na-
val tugs, the grand old boat will
leave Jacksonville forever to

|at Havana.

Jaxon to Present Ship
presenta-
|tion to Cuba of the vessel, once the
| property of Napoleon Broward, late

| governor of Florida, have been com-| &
| pleted by George H. Rast, of Lees-|
burg, Fla., district governor of Lions|

At special ceremon-|
Mrs. Foster,|
{known as the *“Tugboat Annie” of;
| Jacksonville, will present the boat|
lto Dr. Ramiro Collazo, of Havana,|

'l international president of the Lions.|

i| Foster

About seven months ago, Mrs, |
offered the “Three |
Friends” as a gift to the City of |
Jacksonville, to be preserved here |
as a memorial and a museum. |
The offer was made at a meeting |
of the City Commission at a time |
when Cuba was becoming mmrefE
»nd more interesied in obtaining |
me boat as its own “Old Iron-
sides.” When July 10, the
city had taken no action on the
offer, Mrs. Foster agreed to turn
“Three Friends” over to Cuba
wgh the International Lions

by

¢

ter w h sent

£ 184 y w\ved ihe
n being torn
wood, will enjoy
work tomorrow

sail
tering steamer which played a ro-|
bust role in the Cuban war for in-|
convention of Lions in Philadelphia|

be-|
jcome a monument and a museum ;

battle

The famous

Johns river tugboat.

old filibusterer, “Three Friends,” which will be pre-
sented to Cuba as a national shrine, is shown in quieter days as St.

W
S

et e

o

too het for comfort. Broward or-
dered his crew to pile hundreds of
pounds of bacon—fat bacon—in the
boilers. The resultigg smoke hid
the “Three Friends” from the en-
emy fleet and she steamed happily
back to Jacksonville.
General Used Bhip

Another time, the “Three

| Friends” picked up Enrico Collazo,
{renowned Cuban general, who was
{stranded in the United States when
{the Spanish blockade cut him off

from his native country. The

[“Three Friends” ran the blockade,

engaged in a short but perilous sea
and landed General Collazo
safely near Havana. Dr. Collazo,
the Lions president, is reported to
be a relative of General Collazo,
thus furthering the sentimental ats

|tachment which both the Lions and
Cuba have for the old boat. |
For many years after the Span- |
ish-American war the “Three |
| Friends” operated as a tugboat in
| the St. Johns river here amud had
| the reputation for being « the
“fastest tug with the . loudest,
hootin’est whistle on the river.”

In 1944 while moored at the docks|
of W. T. Coppedge, president of the
Florida Towing corporation, she was
badly damaged by a hurricane.
Coppedge, who had purchased her,
decided that she had outlived her
usefulness. He ordered her destruc-
tion,

Mrs. Fosgr heard about it, start-
ed a one-woman campaign to have
the “Three Friénds.” Finally, Cop-
pedge, who loves ‘hoats ¢gnhimself and

|appreciated Mrs. Foster's senti-
mental interest in the *“Three
Friends,” formally presented her
with her grandfather’s old vessel.
For the pas ear it has rema.medx
at Coppedge locks and he has
| taken exceller of her.

Rast said tha Lions will ye~
habilitate and restore the old eraft
in Jacksonville before she is es-
corted down the river where she
has made history toward dignified
retirement a country she helped

Jo preserve

S S8



TUESDAY, JULY 80, 1048 -

JACKSONVM DL

Battleship Cuba Coming to Jax to E'sco
‘Three Fnends’ to H avana Place of Honor

Cuba’'s Old Ironsides—the ﬂlibus-"

tering steamer Three Friends— wm(
be escorted from here to Havana|
in style, a representative of the
Cuban government assured Mrs.
Dorcas Foster, former owner of the
'boat, here today. ;
| Mariano Vivanco, past district]
|governor of Cuban Lions and a
'judge in 8an Antonio de los Banos,
'a small town rear Havana, told
Mrs. Foster that arrangements had
been completed with the Cuban|
navy to have the battleship Cuba.’
{flagship of the fleet, come here to
'escort the Three Friends to Havana.
Given at Convention

Mrs. Foster, as guest of Lions
| International convention in Phil-
adelphia two weeks ago, officially
presented the boat to Cuba. Ar-
rangements for the presentation
were made through Lions Interna-
tional and fhe vessel was accepted
by Dr. Ra Collazo of Cuba,
international president of the Lions.
Vivanco was in Jacksonville to-
day to look over the old steamer,
built by Napoleon Broward, Mrs.
Foster's grandfather, and used as

a_filibusterer during Cuba's war of | §

Hndcpendence to run supplies and
'men through the Spanish blockade
'of the island.
Date to Be Set Later

The amount of work neceax;
to make the old vessel seawo
will govern the date of the ar-
rival here of the Cuban flotilla of
the batfleship and two navy tugs
that will tow the Three Friends to
Havans.

al Photo b,
mn«mrmmmvm« lbmwA-ﬂ
lemomdmfmbg-ammm
here to,Cuba, where the vessel will become a shrine of Cuba’s war for

-
2 N
h‘m . A '
- L . -
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MAR 161948
B

My dear Mrs. Foster:

Your letter to President Trumen of February 1948 a@
conoerning your desire to have the vessel "Three Friemds™
repaired has been referred to this Department for ackmowe L
ledgaent. :ga

The diffioculties you have encountered in arranging fox
the repalr of this vessel are appreciated, and it is ho ~E$
that you will find some satisfactory solution. I regre 1
to inform you, however, that this Depertment has no .

available for assisting you in having these repairs made. W |
S8incerely yours,

For the Secretary of State: N
W . -
William W. Walker L
Aoting Ohief, Divisiom of O
Caridbean Affairs AV)
Mrs. B. Yoster

 Rast Chureh Street,
Jacksonville, Florida.
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