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Bush Criticizes Administration 
For Removing Boy 'at Gunpoint' 

Bv DON VAN NATTA Jr. 

WASHINGTON, April 22 - In 
harsh language laced WIth outrage, 
Gov George W Bush of Texas cntl' 
clzed the Clmton admmlstratlOn for 
Its decIsion to uSc force when It 
transferred custody of 6-year-old 
Ehan Gonzalez to hIS father early 
today 

Mr Bush satd the photograph of 
the frightened boy being "removed 
from hIS home at gunpomt" was 
"chlllmg" and "not an Image a free· 
dom-Iovmg nation wants to show the 
world" 

Wlthm hours of the 5 a m raId 
today, Mr Bush, the presumptIVe 
Republican nominee for presIdent, 
seIzed on the government's deCISIon 
to use force to remove Ehan from 
the house In the Little Havana sec­
tlonor Mmml 

"I am profoundly saddeoed and 
troubled that the adminIstratIon was 
not able to negotiate a resolutIOn, and 
Instead deCIded to usc force to take a 
little boy from the place he calls 
home In the middle of the mght," Mr 
Bush saId 

In a brmf statement that aVOIded 
any mention of loday's ratd, Vice 
PresIdent AI Gore continued to diS' 
tance hImself flom the admm"tr .l· 
tlOO'S handhng of the hve·month·"ld 
custody case 

.. As I have satd, I believe thIS Issue 
should have been handled through a 
family court and WIth the famIly 
coming together," Mr Gore saId. 

But other semor RepUblIcans also 
condemned the action So did Mayor 
Rudolph W GIUlIanI of New York, 
who IS runnmg for the Senate 

Repubhcan CongressIOnal leaders 
condemned the government's action 
as heavy-handed, With the Senate 
majority leader, Trent Lott, Repubh­
can of MISSISSIPPI, saYing, "my f,Tst 
thought was that thIS could only hap­
pen In Castro's Cuba" 

Some law enforcement offtclals 
smd they also felt the ratd was 
heavy·handed But others smd the 
raid was successful, partIcularly 
smce no one was senously lOJured 
and the federal agents were able to 
move In and out qUickly In what 
could have been a volallie sItuation 

"I thmk It was enllrely appropri­
ate," satd John P. Juhan, a prIvate 
investigator and a former MIamI po­
lice offIcer who has partIcIpated In 
raIds "When you enter a home un­
der these kmds of CIrcumstances, 
you have to expect, ,md be prepared 
for, the absolute worst You don't 
know what IS inSIde thaI house You 
don't know what the reactlOlI WIll 
be .. 


