DBush Criticizes Administration
For Removing Boy ‘at Gunpoint’

Bv DON VAN NATTA Jr.

WASHINGTON, April 22 — In
harsh language laced with outrage,
Gov George W Bush of Texas critr-
cized the Chinton admunmistration for
its decision to use force when 1t
transferred custody of 6-year-old
Ehdn Gonzalez to his father early
today

Mr Bush sad the photograph of
the frightened boy being “‘removed
from his home at gunpomt” was
“chilling” and "‘not an image a free-
dom-loving nation wants to show the
world ™"

Within hours of the 5 am rad
today, Mr Bush, the presumptive
Republican nommnee for president,
seized on the government's decision
to use force to remove Ehdn from
the house n the Little Havana sec-
tion of Miam

“1 am profoundly saddened and
troubled that the admmistration was
not able to negotiate a resolution, and
mstead decided to use force to take a
hittle boy from the place he calls
home m the muddle of the might,” My
Bush said

In a brief statement that avoded
any mention of today's raid, Vice
President Al Gore continued to dis-
tance himself fiom the admumstra-
tion's handhng of the five-month-old
custody case

*as | have said, I believe this issue
should have been handled through a
family court and with the family
cormmng together,” Mr Gore said.

But other semor Republicans also
condemned the action So did Mayor
Rudolph W Guliam of New York,
who 1s running for the Senate

Republican Congresswnal leaders
condémned the government’s action
as heavy-handed, with the Senate
mayority leader, Trent Lott, Repubh-
can of Mississippt, saying, '‘my first
thought was that ths could only hap-
pen w Castro’s Cuba ™

Some law enforcement officials
said they also feit the raid was
heavy-handed But others said the
raid was successful, particularly
since no one was seriously jured
and the federal agents were able to
move in and out guickly i what
could have been a volatile situation

“I think it was entirely appropri-
ate,” said John P. Juhan, a private
mvestigator and a former Miami po-
hice officer who has participated m
raids ““When you enter a home un-
der these kinds of circumstances,
you have to expect, and be prepared
for, the absolute worst You don't
know what ts inswde that house You
don't know what the reaction will
be”



