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Landing Reports Denied;
Special Mass Prohibited

By FRANCIS L. MCCARTHY
United Press Staff Correspondent

Cuban muistary men in Oriente
today denied insistent reports in
Havana that new rebel landings
have been made along the south-
ern coast of that province, or
that there has been any resump-
tion of large-scale fighting in
that strife-torn area. ’

The official denial coincided
with actlon taken by pelice in
llavmfm prohibiting the holding
of a~mass dedicated to the civil-
fan and military dead of I=st
Wednesday’s suicide rald, on the

Presidentinl Palace, The mass, at:

San Antonio de Padua Church,
had been planned by arcand a
huadred women affiliated weith
woo’al, politicnl and rellgious or-
ganizations. .

Presldent Batista, meanwhile,
told visiting' American newspapers
men, that he was the auther of
the plan for defending the pal-
ace which, he sald, precluded the
sudcess of any attack such as
that of last Wednesday. The Pres+
ident, however, did not make any
referenice to the . faet that all
members of the 21-man “sulclde

“isgued’’ assigned to the task of

ontering the palace achieved their
purpose and, indeed, reached the
Lront door of his nrivate dispatch
on the second floox.

The attacking squad falled their
principal asc<ignment. timt of as-
sassinating the President wha was:
on the third floor of the psalage’
defending his runily in  their
‘apartment.

The army denkal of new land-.
ings in Oriente camo diveetly

Xrom the provincial commander,

Malor General Martin Disxz Ta-.
mayoe, in a telephone Interview:
with United Press. .¥e sald his

‘headquarters in Santiage bhad
' "‘nbselutely no such report.’’ Ehe

trumors clrculating in Havana had
the new rebel relforoements led
by José Aleman, Jr., som of the
‘Inte minister of education in the
oabinet of ex-President Carlos

- Prio Socarris. Alemin, Jr., Is g

‘miftformire real estate owner in
Plorida and als, owns the Miami
Baseball: Stadioum, -

Diaz Tamayo also denied Have
anga rumors of an attaek by rem-
nants of ¥idel Castro’s Slerra

- Maestra expeditionary force on

Bl Macio, the army’s advance
cominand post in the area. ‘‘Ab~
solute. quiet’’ relgns in all arens
under his command, the general
sald

In Havang, police blocking off
efforts of Cuban women to hold
8 requiem mass for the souls of
the dead in Miramar, eharged they
had planned a street “peace’’
demonstration to follow the
church ceremony. The women,
however, claimed hey intended to
hold a ‘rreligious ceremony of
mercy, not a political rally.’’

Allthough asked by police te
Ieave the church the women
recited the Rosary aloud for over
half an hour before leawimg the
edifice, The Franciscan brothers
of the Church refused any com-
ment, .

One Havana newspaper, Diario
Nacional, described the nollce ban
on the mercy mass as ‘“without
precedent in the republican his-
tory of Cuba.”’

Tt was a busy week-end for
President Batista. The chief ex-
ecutive granted over half a dogen
“‘exclusive interviews?’’ to visit-
ing American journalists repre-
senting the three major U. 8.
networks, CBS, NBC .and ABC,
several Miami TV stations and
news agencies.

The President told them gen-
erodly -that the government had
advance wasning of the attack
and this, he sgid, enabled him to
lay advance plan for defense of
the palace. He said ‘he had refect-
ed an army suggestion. that he
move to Camp Columbia during
the danger perfod because he feit
he could best direct the defense
of the palace from within the
executive mansion itself.

He did not refer to the fact
that his wife, Martha, and their
sick child, Pulgencio, Jr., =also
remained at the Palace.

Batista also visited military
wounded during the week-end.

Cuban army and navy psatrols
are on 24-hour watch over the
long expanse of Cuban cosstline.
Incessant alr and sea search is
being carried out, officlal sources
said.

There was elso a report In the
government newspaper ¢ Tlempo’’
to the effect that & new wave of
revolutionary activity may be ex-
pected, tled In with new landings
from =abroad, in possibly Pinar
del Rioc, Matanzas and Orlente
nrovinces.

Tiempo, which is published by
Senator Rolando ‘Masferrer, chair-
man of the senato’s armed forces
committee, sald Wednesday’s at-
tr on the Palace had been
ftended to tle in with such new
revolutionary activity but claim-
ed that it had been “adveanced’’
by at least 48 hours for some un-
explained reason, thug throwing
the revolutionary time-table off.

Fiempo sakl that it was known
that am 86-man rebel force is in
Mexico waiting to push off for
Cuba and hinted that at least one
other  expedftion, probably based
in Coséa Rica, is also alerted. It

Havana-Cojimar
Bus-Route Sought

The board of directors of the
Agociaciin Residencial Loma de
Cojimar agreed this week to re-
quest direct bus service between
Havana and Cojfmar along route
Tl. Havana-Colfmar bus service
has alrendy been authorized.

Decision to request the service
wis taken after it was learned
that the Hershey trolley-train
service between Casablance and
Cojfimar will be discontinued in
the near future., The Hershey
roite has been operation for
VeRrs.

Improved bus service to Gua-
nabacoa and Regls will also be

reguested.

" house

| political opposition

said that FEofemio Ferndndez,
former secret Dolice chief, and
Aureliano Sancheg Arasmgo, former
prime min’ster, were among lead-
ers of the reinforcing greups.

Police and military intelligence
agents meanwhile continued their
searches and preventive
detentions in  Havana and its
suburbs. It was estimated that
several hundred members of the
have been
rounded up for questioning many
of whom have been released after
questtoning.

An  opnosition party leader.
Millo Ochea, however, took a fast|-
plane for Miami ‘*because my life
Is in danger.’’ Ochoa, president
of the Cuban People’s (Orthodex~
registered) party ssid pelice had
been looking for him since last
Wednesday’s palace attdck: and
that party headquarters had been
broken into. However, his depar-
ture for Miami from Rancho Bo-
yeros alrport wat not in any way
blocked. A

-A close friend of Ochoa’s, ex-
Benator Pelayo Cuervo Navarro,
was murdered - last Thursday
morning. Cuervo Navarro, veteran
political figure, was president of
the non-registered branch of the
Orthodaox opposition party.

Spokesmen for organized stu-
dents. In eight high schools in
finvana and fits suburbs told
United Press they would not at-
tend classes all this week out of
resprot for the memory of José
A. Mechevarria, president of the
University Students Federatlon mp
to the tlme of his death last
Wednesday.

Hechevarria was shot to death
in 2 gun duel with pelice after
leading a rebel raiding party imte
the Vedado studios of Radio Re-
lo} to broadcast a revelutl y
“manifiesto’’,

The schonl whose student bodies
have decreed a ¢‘Week of Student
Grief?’ are the Vedado, Havana.
Vibora and Marianao institutes,
Artes 'y ©Ofictos, Normal de La
Habana, Comercic de 1o Habana
and Comercio de Marianno.

2 Tremﬂrs
3 Oricente

Shifts in the earth’s crust bet-
ween Jamaica and eastern Cuba
were believed responsible for two
Inrge tremors which shook three
cities in Orlente Province on
Saturday.

The quakes snread near panie
through Santiago de Cuba, Guan-
tinamo and Palma Soriano. The
trrmors ocurred at 7:45 and 7:50
am.,, only five minutes apart.

In QGuantinamo hundreds of
people ran from thelr homes in
fear that the bulldings were going
to collapse. Near panic prevailed
in Santiago and Palma Soriano,

Scienti~ts were not able to pre-
dict immediately whether the
tremors will continue. They point-




