UPRISING TRIALS
SET AT SANTIAGO

— b

90 or More Charged with
Attack on Garrisons

By BEN F. MEYER
(Associated Press Staff Writer)
HAVANA, Cuba, Aug. 22 #—One
of the greatest mass trials _in
Cuba’s turbulent history is sched-
uled next month.

Ninety or more persons charged
with an armed attack on twe
Army garrisons in Criente prov-
ince are to face trial in the hall of
justice in Santiago de Cuba.

Dispatches reaching here through
censorship from Santiago. 601 miles
east of Havana, said the trial is
to take place “in the first days of
September.”

The number of persons to go on
trial before urgency court, a civil
tribunal usually composed of three
judges, will depend on the num-
ber under arrest at the time the
trial gets under way.

in Cuba, trials usually are open
to the public, but there have been
cases where ftribunals or police
barred the public from court rooms
on the claim there was no space,
or held trials in prisons to which
the public had no access.

Courtroom Small

The court room in Santiago has
space for about two dozen specta-
tors. It is the same room where
Karen Nelson, an American girl
once accused of the gunshot death
lof her husband. a wealthy cane
nlantcr figured in an extraordi-;
lnau:v case. The trial was mem(r.
'rabne because it followed an ac-;
cusation by a village gossip. and:
no evidence linking Mrs. Nelson!
with the crime was every pro-i
duced. She was acquitted.

Some 80 men, mosi of them
members of the groups attacking
the two garrisons—one in Santi-:
ago immediately behind the hall
of justice, the other in the nearby
city of Bayamo—died in uprisings.
They brought suspension of con-‘
stitutional .guarantees — such as
freedom of speech, of the press,
and of assembly, and of speedy
trial—as well as censorship.

There have been some indica-
tions the government of President
Fulgencio Batista was planning to
lift censorship on  newspapers,
magazines, radio and TV staticns,
and on messages within Cuba and
between Cuba and abroad. But it
may not come until after Septem-
ber. ’




