Shore Residents Recall Fire
OnMorroCastle40 Years A

By JOSEPH DEITCH
Special to The New York Times

SPRING LAKE—At 3:23 o0
the morning of Sept. §, 1934
—40 vyears apo today--an
£0S went out from the Mort
Castle, an American luxury
liner touted as “one of the
safest ships afloat.”

" The vessel, the flagship of
the Ward Line, was on the
homeward leg of a cruise to
Havana,.one of her regular
“Forget the Depression” voy-
ages to the Caribbean, The
maximum fares for these
Arips of five to nine days
were around $75, and the
passengers varied from those
lucky enough to have jobs
to the socially prominent.

Fire Began in Locker
At 3:24, the ship’s radio

operator transmitted a final’

distress signal. There could
be no more messages because
the Wireless Room had ex-
ploded, The Morro Castle was
engulfed by fire three miles
off Sea Girt and 20 miles
from the entrance to New
York Harbor, Aboard wete
049 passengers and crew.

The last, frantic call for
help was incomplete and gar-
hled. One shore slation
picked it up as: “SOS SOS
SOS de KGOV [the ship’s call
letters] S§ Morro Castle afire
20 miles south of. ..”

The fire, which had started
in a locker in the Writing

Room, was reported to the
acting mastar of the ship at
about 2:46 A.M. A general

alarm, turning out all passen-

gers, was sounded about 10
minutes later. ‘

By this time, the Morro
Castle was doomed. Eighteen
crucial minutes were jost be-
{ween the discovery of the
seriousness of the blaze and
the first SOS.

Instead of leadership,
chaos and cowardice pre-
vailed. Passengers, cut off

from the lifeboats, were on.

their own; it was the ship’s
crew members and officers
who helped themselves to
those boats. ,

. People jumped into the
ocean to escape being hurned
to death, for even the decks
were too hot on which to
stand, Many who jumped,
drowned or were killed. Some
passengers swam toward the
faint lights on shore,

And it all happened in a

laging storm,

The toll: 135 lost, including
86 of 318 passengers and 49
of the 231-man crew. Nearly
30 per cent of the passengers
were lost and only 18 per
cent of the crew. The dispar-
ity was to be a main issue
in the official inquiry into the
disaster.

Of the survivors, 155 came
in at Spring Lake. Today, the
ocean here rolls placidly, and

most vacationists lolling on

the white sand are und
of the desperate strug
the people who sought 4
to the same beach 40
ago. Those who made i
escaped one of the wors
asters in maritime histag
Three Spring Lake!
idents who had impg
roles in caring for the |
vors, and in getting of
help, recalled the t
last week, They were a
officer, a Red Cross Ai
a physician.
Lewis R, Norris, chi
patcher of the Spring
Police  Department
1966, was a patrolman ¢
force in 1934. On the nig
Sept. 7, he reported for =k
on the midnight-to-8 LAY
shift. He ‘was to spen
hours at the desk a
rest of the time on radj
patrol in a Model-T Ford
“There was a t
northeaster that night,§
Norris . recounted, ‘%
than the storm, things}
pretty normal until we §
call at about 4:30 A.M. §
from Walter McManus,8
lived in a house at Was
ton and Ocean Avenues.§
“Walter reported a si
fire, which he had
from a bedroom . win
immediately drove t
beach and saw what
like a huge hotel on
could see things dropp
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TheMorroCastleRemembered

i
survivory o fitweiniecashore” |

: watching Miss Clancy work
‘without letup for many
thours, and with a brace on
tone of her ailing knees. He
d shook his head as he watched
i her feverish activity, Then he
}said, '"Madelaine, why the
theck don’t you go home and
icet some rest?”

Miss Clancy looked up and
sreplied: “You ought to know
ime, Dr. Albright, I can work
s long as you can.” And
ithen, she burst into tears.

'~ Some crew members re-
iceived surprisingly good fits
in donated clothing. One
stubby man told Miss Clancy
dthat his “new” suit fit better
than his “best suit,” which
was on the ship.

A woman who came ashore
dwith no clothes on became
dignant at an offer of ast
sistance. She was a heavy-
set person, as was Miss Clan-

Lewis R, Norris stands on sgot in Spring Lake where first
Continued from Page MILF T

it, especially around the su-
perstructure. The  nearby
Coast Guard Station told me
they saw what was happen-
ing, but, due to the storm,gg
they were unable to connectg®
with headquarters in New
York City.”
Mr. Norris patrolled the
beach the rest of the night,
peering and listening. At 6:15
A.M., he was informed by ra-
dio of a first-aid call from the;
southern end of the board
walk. He sped there in time
to see a lifeboat beaching in
front of the Monmouth Hotel
The boat contained 15
people: 14 crew members and
one passenger, Mrs. Renee
Mendez Capote, daughter of
the former first Vice Pres
ident of Cuba. :
A %pringh Lakehfirst-a N .
team brought in the survi- . cy’s mother.
vors, among them a man rected medical aid for < Mi;? Clancy handed her
with-an arm almost severed.  the ship’s survivors. one of her mother’s prettiest

F taken to Fitkin :
N?:nrlox",iv:lreﬁospietgl (now th&vakened at 3 AM. by . ghrossessions, a percale dress

Jersey Shore Medical Centhunderous explosion thaﬁ':’/ith embroidered edges. The

ter), in Neptune and the restame from the ocean. Rush~ ?{?a}?aééarggv:f_ l‘t&',orn cot-

to a first-aid station that Waing; to the window, Misston,” she sniffed, drawing an

I?Iiglgqj:;tel‘xl‘rs’. next to P°h°?:lancy' saw a red glow atArmy blanket around her.
A few minutes later, MrSea. It is something the Coast  Cited in Proclamation
Notris saw a second lifeboafSuard will take care of, she oo Clancy is now 79
fighting her way in. This waghought, years old and a resident of
a motorboat with 20 persons Three hours later, Mr. Nor-a nursing home. She had two
aboard; all except one wergjg advised Miss Clancy ofspecial visitors not long ago.
crew members. " the disaster and of the needIhey were Edward J, Heine,

People Jump ‘to. give clothing to people}ayor of Spring Lake, and

“] asked about the-situaswimming ashore and broughtiohn M. Sylvester, the town's
tion on the ship,” Mr. Norrisn by boat. She got to the ;)hce Chief. In appreciation
said. “They said that peopldirsi-aid station at 6:30 o (] u}r:usual devotion t,o duty
were jumping off the baclSaturday  morning an&f? the I\gorro Castle’s sur-
amid fotal confusion. Includworked straight through toﬂ’]vors and to the community,
ing the two that I saw, fivéunday .night. Spring Lake; ey gave her a framed proc-
lifeboats landed in Springad)“opened its heart” to all-2Mation issued by the Mayor
Lake over the next fivewho came in from the ship?Nd the Council.
hours. The third, fourth andind, made available 75 of its , Dr. Albright and Mr. Nor-
fifth boats also had mostlhomes to-those survivors whotis have been similarly hon-
crew in them. did ,not need hospital careored.

“It was disturbing to se®ther Red Cross nurses in Dr. Albright directed the
the firehouse and first-aidhe, vicinity and nurses onemergency work of 110 doc-
station filled with these menyacation were ordered to thetors and nurses between
Some had kissed the groungcene, or had volunteered. Point Pleasant and Asbury
when they got off the boats. “About noon, it hit mePark and was in medical
Under the supervlsion of oughat the Morro Castle’s crewcharge of the Spring Lake
Dr. Louis F. Albright, wgomprised most of the survivdirst-aid station. He remem.
treated 155 passengers angyrs!” Miss Clancy recountedbered that he and his wife
didn’t lose one, although 40, qpvio o Conclusion 2nd another couple were on
were sent to the hospital.” . . ) heir way home from a part

Aid squads came from “We didn’t need clothesy oy he'aot word of the diss-’
Avon, Bradley Beach, Belmarfor them. They had the life-yser o “was on hand as the
Manasquan, Point Pleasantpoats, their pay in their poc-fj g two lifeboats came i
Neptune, Matawan, Dunellerkets and they were grinning ., Although .
and Somerville. Last ritefor{ news ° photographers. <, ough weak, these
over bodies washed ashor&Earlier, they were arguin 901(319 }v;/ere”m surprisingly
were recited by the Revand: trying to blame some£99 “;hape, Drl. Albright
Thomas Riley of St. Catherone: for something. With sd’ o ei" were blessed with
ine's Roman Catholic Churchfew: passengers in our aidd favorable current and with

in Spring Lake. building, it was obvious that® Water temperature of about
Faﬁherg Riley spoke for althe crew had decided to sav%? deg.‘ee;’- Many were just
faiths that mdrning. themselves first.” own in. I was astounded at

Another resident who re- The police had given Missiie number of people who
calls the tragedy vividly i€Clancy a list of survivors anduccessfully swam or were
Miss Madelaine Clancy. Athe missing. An elderly man¥ashed in, considering the
the time, she was secretarame to her early Saturdaystorm.
of the Spring Lake Red Crossnorning to inquire about his “In our house, we shel-
and assistant to the town’son, who had gone on theiered a girl who was on a
police chief, who also heldruise as a graduation presdifeboat. She had leukemia
the title of Director of Soent. The boy was not on theand had a month to live. As
cial Welfare. lists. a last, sad fling, she and her

Using Federal grants, the Later, Miss Clancy went tesister had gone on the Morro
Red -Cross bought surplu:s makeshift morgue in SeaCastle cruise. The sick girl
clothing for Spring Lake’Girt to do “some- identify<came ashore; her sister was
poor. Miss Clancy directedng.” The man stood at thelost.”
distribution of the clothingdoor, :
which was stored in her cel- “I have found my son,”
lar. he daid.

She and her mother were Dr, Albright  recalled




