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John F. Kennedy, 1962

Dec. 29 [556]

556 Remarks in Miami at the Presentation of the Flag of the Cuban
Invasion Brigade. December 29, 1962

Commander, Doctor:

I want to express my great appreciation to
the brigade for making the United States the
custodian of this flag. I can assure you that
this flag will be returned to this brigade in
a free Havana.

I wonder if Sefior Miranda, who preserved
this flag through the last 20 months, would
come forward so we can meet him.

I wanted to know who I should give it
back to.

I always had the impression—I hope the
members of the brigade will sit down
again—I always had the impression that the
brigade was made up of mostly young men,
but standing over there is a Cuban patriot 57,
one 59, one 61. I wonder if those three
could stand so that the people of the United
States could realize that they represent the
spirit of the Cuban revolution in its best
sense.

All of you members of the brigade, and
members of their families, are following an
historic road, one which has been followed
by other Cubans in other days, and, indeed,
by other patriots of our hemisphere in other
years—Judrez, San Martin, Bolivar, O'Hig-
gins—all of whom fought for liberty, many
of whom were defeated, many of whom went
in exile, and all of whom came home.

Seventy years ago José Mart{, the guiding
spirit of the first Cuban struggle for inde-
pendence, lived on these shores. At that time
in 1889, the first International American
Conference was held, and Cuba was not
present. Then, as now, Cuba was the only

are also in a very real sense in prison, for
Cuba is today, as Mart{ described it many
years ago, as beautiful as Greece, and
stretched out in chains—a prison, moated by
water.

On behalf of my Government and my
country, I welcome you to the United States.
I bring you my Nation’s respect for your

courage and for your cause. Our primary
gratitude for your liberation must go to the
heroic efforts of the Cuban Families Com-
mittee, Mr. Sdnchez and others, and their
able and skilled negotiator, Mr. James Dono-
van, and those many private American citi-
zens who gave so richly of their time and
their energies in order to save free men of
Cuba from Castro’s dungeons, and to reunite
you with your families and friends.

Their efforts had a significance beyond the
important desire to salvage individual hu-
man beings. For your small brigade is a

tangible reafirmation that the human desire

state in the hemisphere still controlled by a

foreign monarch. Then, as now, Cuba was
excluded from the society of free nations.
And then, as now, brave men in Florida and
New York dedicated their lives and their
energies to the freedom of their homeland.

The brigade comes from behind prison
walls, but you leave behind you more than
six_million of your fellow countrymen who

for freedom and independence is essentially

unconquerable. Your conduct and valor
are proof that although Castro and his fellow
dictators may rule nations, they do not rule
people; that they may imprison bodies, but
they do not imprison spirits; that they may
destroy the exercise of liberty, but they can-
not eliminate the determination to be free.
And by helping to free you, the United
States has been given the opportunity to
demonstrate once again that all men who
fight for freedom are our brothers, and shall
be until your country and others are free.

The Cuban people were promised by the
revolution political liberty, sodal justice, in-
tellectual freedom, land for the campesinos,
and an end to economic exploitation. They
have received a police state, the elimination
of the dignity of land ownership, the destruc-
tion of free speech and of free press, and the
complete subjugation of individual human
welfare to the service of the state and of for-
eign states.

911



[556] Dec. 29

Under the Alianza para el Progreso, we
support for Cuba and for all the countries of
this hemisphere the right of frec clections
and the free exercise of basic human free-
doms. We support land reform and the
right of every campesino to own the land he
tills. We support the effort of every free
nation to pursue programs of economic prog-
ress. We support the right of every free peo-
ple to freely transform the economic and
political institutions of society so that they
may serve the welfare of all.

These are the principles of the Alianza
para el Progreso. They are the principles
we support for Cuba. These are the princi-
ples for which men have died and fought,
and they are the principles for which you
fought and for which some died in your
brigade. And I believe these are the princi-
ples of the great majority of the Cuban peo-
ple today. And I am confident that all over
the island of Cuba, in the Government itself,
in the Army, and in the militia, there are
many who hold to this freedom faith, who
have viewed with dismay the destruction of
frecdom on their island, and who are deter-
mined to restose that freedom so that the
Cuban people may once more govern them-
selves.

I know that exile is a different life for any
free man. But I am confident that you
recognize that you hold a position of respon-
sibility to the day when Cuba is once again
free. To this end, it is important that you
submerge monetary differences in a common
united front; that the brigade, those who
serve in the brigade, will work together to
keep alive the spirit of the brigade so that
some day the people of Cuba will have a free
chance to make a free choice. So I think it
incumbent upon all of you who are here
today to work together, to submerge those
differences which now may disturb you, to
the united end that Cuba is free, and then
make a free choice as to what kind of a gov-
ernment and what kind of a country you
freely wish to build.

Public Papers of the Presidents

The brigade is the point of the spear, the
arrow’s head. I hope they and the mem-
bers of their families will take every oppor-
tunity to educate your children, yourselves,
in the many skills and disciplines which
will be necessary when Cuba is once more
free.

Finally, I can offer no better advice than
that given by José Martf to his fellow exiles
in 1895 when the hour of Cuban independ-
ence was then at hand. “Let the tenor of
our words be,” Marti said, “especially in
public matters, not the useless clamor of
fear’s vengeance which does not enter our
hearts, but the honest weariness of an op-
pressed people who hope through their
emancipation from a government convicted
of uselessness and malevolence for a govern-
ment of their own, which is capable and
worthy.” “Let them see in us,” Mart{ said,
“constructive Americans and not empty
bitterness.”

Gentlemen of the brigade, I need not tell
you how happy I am to welcome you here
to the United States, and what a profound
impression your conduct during some of the
most difficult days and months that any free
people have experienced—what a profound
impression your conduct made upon not
only the people of this country, but all the
people of this hemisphere. Even in prison
you served in the strongest possible way the
cause of freedom, as you do today.

I can assure you that it is the strongest
wish of the people of this country, as well as
the people of this hemisphere, that Cuba
shall one day be free again, and when it is,
this brigade will deserve to march at the
head of the free column.

Note: The President spoke from a platform erected
near midfield in the Orange Bowl at Miami, Fla.,
following the presentation of the flag by Erneido
Oliva, second in command of the 2506th Cuban In-
vasion Brigade. The President’s opening words
“Commander, Doctor” referred to José Pérez San
Ramén, military commander of the invasion brigade,
and José Mire Cardona, president of the Cuban
Revolutionary Council. Later he referred to
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Secundo Miranda, who during the invasion escaped
with the brigade’s flag and took refuge in an em-
bassy in Havana; Alvaro Sinchez, Jr., chairman of
the Cuban Families Committee; and James Donovan,
a New York City attorney, who had negotated with

Dec. 31 [557]

the Cuban Government for the release of the Bay of
Pigs prisoners.

Immediately after the President’s remarks Mrs.
Kennedy spoke briefly in Spanish. The text of her
remarks was also released.

557 Partial Transcript of a Background Press Interview at Palm

Beach. December 31, 1962

THE PRESIDENT [in reply to a question con-
cerning the pact of Nassau and the problems
facing him in connection with it]. Well, I
think it would seem to me that if anybody
bothered to read the pact in detail—we made
several offers to the British. First, the
British position on it has been, I know, some-
what critical. In the first place, we did offer
the Skybolt. We offered a 5050 split in
finishing the Skybolt, even though we, our-
selves, weren’t going to buy any, and the
British could have bought them. So I don’t
think it can be charged that the United States
was in any way attempting to make a politi-
cal decision rather than a technical one.

The fact is this administration put a lot
of money into Skybolt. We increased the
funds substantially after 1961 in an effort
to finish it successfully. We speeded up
the program. As I say, at Nassau we offered
to go 50—50 in completing the research even
though we were not going to buy it, so that
the British would not lack its own deterrent
if it chose to exercise that option. So that
was one of the choices.

The other was, of course, the Hound Dog,
which presented technical problems for the
British, and the third was the Polaris. I
think that the British selected the Polaris
option, first, because of the technical prob-
lems connected with Skybolt and, secondly,
because Polaris offers a hope of being an
effective deterrent for a much longer period
than Skybolt, through the seventies.

In addition, I do find it peculiar that these
people who say that we are trying to phase
out the manned bombers and have an over-
reliance on missiles, when the Skybolt is the
most complicated missile of them all—to
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read that point of view, you would think that
Skybolt was a gravity bomb rather than a
missile which is going to fly itself from a
movable base 1,000 miles. So Skybolt is the
top of the art of missilery.

You are almost going around a full circle
to use the Skybolt. What you are joining
together is a weapon which time is dealing
some blows to, which is the bomber, and
you are joining the most sophisticated missile
and putting them together.

It seemed to us with our other alternatives
we were better off to put our money some
place else. But in any case, I felt that the
offer we made to the British was in keeping
with both our technical and moral obliga-
tions to them, and I think that the arrange-
ment we made was in the best interest of
the United States, Britain, and the alliance,
because the British will have their deterrent.
It will be independent in moments of great
national peril, which is really the only time
you consider using nuclear weapons anyway.
It will serve as a basis for a multinational
force or multilateral force.

It may be that that will not develop.
There are technical problems connected with
it . ..
Our whole policy has been against the
diversion of resources towards independent
national deterrents. We think it doesn’t
make strategic sense, and we think it really
would cost the Europeans a great deal of
money.

We have been putting in, as has been said
before—we are spending perhaps $15 billion
this year for our nuclear deterrent, which
is as much as the budget of all of Europe
combined for all its forces. To begin to
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