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Public Papers of the Presidents 

ar defense of the West­ agreed that in addition to having a nuclear 
ltegic terms this defense shield it is important to have a non-nuclear 
is their conviction that sword. For this purpose they agreed on the 

:umstances of crisis or importance of increasing the effectiveness of 
, unity which is the best their conventional forces on a worldwide 
~st. basis. 
and the Prime Minister 

ion 35II: Emancipation Proclamation Centennial. 
. 28, 1962 

~ the United States of I call upon the Governors of the States, 
tion: 
I, 1963, marks the cen­
mation in which Presi­
lin declared all persons 
~ or parts of States still 
len; thenceforward, and 

lce of the Emancipation 
:l the beginning of the 
institution of slavery in 
d a great stride toward 
principle of the Decla­

nce that "all men are 
~y are endowed by their 
LlOalienable Rights, that 
:, Liberty and the pur­
md 
ncipation Proclamation 
Id 15th amendments to 
he United States guar­
:ns equal rights with all 
United States and have 

progress toward the 
~hts; and 
of equal rights for all 
reached, and the secur­
: one of the great un­
lemocracy: 
I, JOHN F. KENNEDY, 
:ed States of America, 
hat the Emancipation 
:s our Nation's policy, 
d morality, and that it 
I proper to commemo­
the historic Emancipa­
lUghout the year 1963. 

mayors of cities, and other public officials, as 
well as	 private persons, organizations, and 
groups, to observe the centeOLDial by appro­
priate ceremonies. 

I request the United States Commission 
on Civil Rights to plan and participate in 
appropriate commemorative activities recog­
nizing the centennial of the issuance of the 
Emancipation Proclamation; and I also re­
quest the Commission on Civil Rights and 
other Federal agencies to cooperate fully with 
State and local governments during 1963 in 
commemorating these events. 

I can upon all citizens of the United States 
and all officials of the United States and of 
every State and local government to dedicate 
themselves to the completion of the task of 
assuring that every American, regardless of 
his race, religion, color, or national origin, 
enjoys all the rights guaranteed by the Con­
stitution and laws of the United States. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set 
my hand and caused the Seal of 

[SEAL] the United States of America to be 
affixed this 28th day of December 

in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred 
and sixty-two and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the one hun­
dred and eighty-sixth. 

JOHN F. KENNEDY 

By the President: 
DEAN RUSK 

Secretary of State 

NOTE: The proclamation was released at Palm 
Beach, Fla. . 

John F. Kennedy, 1962 Dec. 29 [556] 

556	 Remarks in Miami at the Presentation of the Flag of the Cuban 
Invasion Brigade. December 29, 1962 

Commander, Doctor: 
I want to express my great appreciation to 

the brigade for making the United States the 
custodian of this flag. I can assure you that 
this flag will be returned to this brigade in 
a free Havana. ~ I wonder if Senor Miranda, who preserved 
this flag through the last 20 months, would 
come forward so we can meet him. 

I wanted to know who I should give it 
back to. 

I always had the impression-I hope the 
members of the brigade will sit down 
again-I always had the impression that the 
brigade was made up of mostly young men, 
but standing over there is a Cuban patriot 57, 
one 59, one 61. I wonder if those three 
could stand so that the people of the United 
States could realize that they represent the 
spirit of the Cuban revolution in its best 
sense. 

All of you members of the brigade, and 
members of their families, are following an 
historic road, one which has been followed 
by other Cubans in other days, and, indeed, 
by other patriots of our hemisphere in other 
years-Juarez, San MartIn, BoHvar, O'Hig­
gins-ali of whom fought for liberty, many 
of whom were defeated, many of whom went 
in exile, and all of whom came home. 

Seventy years ago Jose MartI, the guiding 
spirit of the first Cuban struggle for inde­
pendence, lived on these shores. At that time 
in 1889, the first International American 
Conference was held, and Cuba was not 
present. Then, as now, Cuba was the only 

.state in the hemisphere still controlled by a 
.foreign monarch. Then, as now, Cuba was 
excluded from the society of free nations. 
And then, as now, brave men in Florida and 
New York dedicated their lives and their 
energies to the freedom of their homeland. 

The brigade comes from behind prison 
walls, but you leave behind you more than 

•six million of your fellow countrymen who 

are also in a very real sense in prison, for 
'Cuba is today, as M~~ti describedumany 
years ago, as beautiful as Greece, and 
stretched out in chains-a prison, moated by 
water. 
----0;-behalf of my Government and my 
country, I welcome you to the United States. 
I bring you my Nation's respect for your 
courage and for your cause. Our primary 
gratitude for your liberation must go to the 
heroic efforts of the Cuban Families Com­
mittee, Mr. Sanchez and others, and their 
able and skilled negotiator, Mr. James Dono­
van, and those many private American citi­
zens who gave so richly of their time and 
their energies in order to save free men of 
Cuba from Castro's dungeons, and to reunite 
you with your families and friends. 

Their efforts had a significance beyond the 
important desire to salvage individual hu­
man beings. For your small brigade is a 

.!angiblereaffirmation tila!the human desire 
for freedom ami ind~~ndence is essentially 
un<:onguerable. Your conduct and valor 
are proof that although Castro and his fellow 
dictators may rule nations, they do not rule 
people; that they may imprison bodies, but 
they do not imprison spirits; that they may 
destroy the exercise of liberty, but they can­
not eliminate the determination to be free. 
And by helping to free you, the United 
States has been given the opportunity to 
demonstrate once again that ~I men who 
,fight for freedom are our brothers, and shall 
"be until your country and others are free. 

The Cuban people were promised by the 
revolution political liberty, social justice, in­
tellectual freedom, land for the campesinos, 
and an end to economic exploitation. They 
have received a police state, the elimination 
of the dignity of land ownership, the destruc­
tion of free speech and of free press, and the 
complete subjugation of individual human 
welfare to the service of the state and of for­
eign states. 
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Under the Alianza para el Progreso, we 
support for Cuba and for all the countries of 
this hemisphere the right of free elections 
and the free exercise of basic human free­
doms. We support land reform and the 
right of every campesino to own the land he 
tills. We support the effort of every free 
nation to pursue programs of economic prog­
ress. We support the right of every free peo­
ple to freely transform the economic and 
political institutions of society so that they 
may serve the welfare of all. 

These are the principles of the Alianza 
para el Progreso. They are the principles 
we support for Cuba. These are the princi­
ples for which men have died and fought, 
and they are the principles for which you 
fought and for which some died in your 
brigade. And I believe these are the princi­
ples of the great majority of the Cuban peo­
ple today. And I am confident that all over 
the island of Cuba, in the Government itself, 
in the Army, and in the militia, there are 
many who hold to this freedom faith, who 
have viewed with dismay the destruction of 
freedom on their island, and who are deter­
mined to resto.e that freedom so that the 
Cuban people may once more govern them­
selves. 

I know that exile is a different life for any 
free man. But I am confident that you 
recognize that you hold a position of respon­
sibility to the day when Cuba is once again 
free. To this end, it is important that you 
submerge monetary differences in a common 
united front; that the brigade, those who 
serve in the brigade, will work together to 
keep alive the spirit of the brigade so that 
some day the people of Cuba will have a free 
chance to make a free choice. So I think it 
incumbent upon all of you who are here 
today to work together, to submerge those 
differences which now may disturb you, to 
the united end that Cuba is free, and then 
make a free choice as to what kind of a gov­
ernment and what kind of a country you 
freely wish to build. 

The brigade is the point of the spear, the 
arrow's head. I hope they and the mem­
bers of their families will take every oppor­
tunity to educate your children, yourselves, 
in the many skills and disciplines which 
will be necessary when Cuba is once more 
free. 

Finally, I can offer no better advice than 
that given by Jose MartI to his fellow exiles 
in 1895 when the hour of Cuban independ­
ence was then at hand. "Let the tenor of 
our words be," MartI said, "especially in 
public matters, not the useless damor of 
fear's vengeance which does not enter our 
hearts, but the honest weariness of an op­
pressed people who hope through their 
emancipation from a government convicted 
of uselessness and malevolence for a govern­
ment of their own, which is capable and 
worthy." "Let them see in us," MartI said, 
"constructive Americans and not empty 
bitterness." 

Gentlemen of the brigade, I need not tell 
you how happy I am to welcome you here 
to the United States, and what a profound 
impression your conduct during some of the 
most difficult days and months that any free 
people have experienced-what a profound 
impression your conduct made upon not 
only the people of this country, but all the 
people of this hemisphere. Even in prison 
you served in the strongest possible way the 
cause of freedom, as you do today. 

I can assure you that it is the strongest 
wish of the people of this country, as well as 
the people of this hemisphere, that Cuba 
shall one day be free again, and when it is, 
this brigade will deserve to march at the 
head of the free column. 

Non: The President spoke from a platform erected 
near midfield in the Orange Bowl at Miami, Fla., 
following the presentation of the flag by Erneido 
Oliva, second in command of the 2506th Cuban In­
vasion Brigade. The President's opening words 
"Commander, Doctor" referred to Jose Perez San 
Ramon, military commander of the invasion brigade, 
and Jose Miro Cardona, president of the Cuban 
Revolutionary Council. Later he referred to 

John F. Kenned 

Secundo Miranda, who during the invasion escaped the 
with the brigade's Bag and took refuge in an em- Pigs 
bassy in Havana; Alvaro Sanchez, Jr., chairman of 
the Cuban Families Committee; and James Donovan, 
a New York City attorney, who had negotiated with 

Partial Transcript of a Backgroun 557 
Beach. December 3I, 1962 

THE PRESIDENT [in reply to a question con­
cerning the ptUt of Nassau and the problems 
facing him in connection with it]. Well, I 
think it would seem to me that if anybody 
bothered to read the pact in detail-we made 
several offers to the British. First, the 
British position on it has been, I know, some­
what critical. In the first place, we did offer 
the Skybolt. We offered a 5O-S0 split in 
finishing the Skybolt, even though we, our­
selves, weren't going to buy any, and the 
British could have bought them. So I don't 
think it can be charged that the United States we 

was in any way attempting to make a politi­ pla< 
oilecal decision rather than a technical one. 
wiiThe fact is this administration put a lot 
tiorof money into Skybolt. We increased the 
me.funds substantially after 1961 in an effort 
theto finish it successfully. We speeded up
 

the program. As I say, at Nassau we offered
 bec 

to go 50-50 in completing the research even It' 
though we were not going to buy it, so that nat 

the British would not lack its own deterrent ym 

if it chose to exercise that option. So that	 It' 
forwas one of the choices. 

1The other was, of course, the Hound Dog, 
Tbwhich presented technical problems for the 
it.British, and the third was the Polaris. I 

lthink that the British selected the Polaris 
dhoption, first, because of the technical prob­
nallems connected with Skybolt and, secondly, 

because Polaris offers a hope of being an m: 

effective deterrent for a much longer period we 

than Skybolt, through the seventies. m< 
In addition, I do find it peculiar that these
 

people who say that we are trying to phase
 be 

out the manned bombers and have an over­ thi 
reliance on missiles, when the Skybolt is the IS 

most complicated missile of them all-to co: 
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The brigade is the point of the spear, the 
arrow's head. I hope they and the mem­
bers of their families wiII take every oppor­
tunity to educate your children, yourselves, 
in the many skills and disciplines which 
will be necessary when Cuba is once more 
free. 

Finally, I can offer no better advice than 
that given by Jose MartI to his fellow exiles 
in 1895 when the hour of Cuban independ­
ence was then at hand. "Let the tenor of 
our words be," Martl said, "especially in 
public matters, not the useless clamor of 
fear's vengeance which does not enter our 
hearts, but the honest weariness of an op­
pressed people who hope through their 
emancipation from a government convicted 
of uselessness and malevolence for a govern­
ment of their own, which is capable and 
worthy." "Let them see in us," Martl said, 
"constructive Americans and not empty 
bitterness." 

Gentlemen of the brigade, I need not tell 
you how happy I am to welcome you here 
to the United States, and what a profound 
impression your conduct during some of the 
most difficult days and months that any free 
people have experienced-what a profound 
impression your conduct made upon not 
only the people of this country, but all the 
people of this hemisphere. Even in prison 
you served in the strongest possible way the 
cause of freedom, as you do today. 

I can assure you that it is the strongest 
wish of the people of this country, as well as 
the people of this hemisphere, that Cuba 
shall one day be free again, and when it is, 
this brigade will deserve to march at the 
head of the free column. 

NOTE: The President spoke from a platform erected 
near midfield in the Orange Bowl at Miami, Fla., 
following the presentation of the flag by Erneido 
Oliva, second in command of the 2506th Cuban In. 
vasion Brigade. The President's opening words 
"Commander, Doctor" referred to Jose Perez San 
Ramon, military commander of the invasion brigade, 
and Jose Miro Cardona, president of the Cuban 
Revolutionary Council. Later he referred to 
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Secundo Miranda, who during the invasion escaped the Cuban Government for the release of the Bay of
 
with the brigade's flag and took refuge in an em­ Pigs prisoners.
 
bassy in Havana; Alvaro Sanchez, Jr., chairman of Immediately after the President's remarks Mrs.
 
the Cuban Families Committee; and James Donovan, Kennedy spoke briefly in Spanish. The text of her
 
a New York City attorney, who had negotiated with remarks was also released.
 

557 Partial Transcript of a Background Press Interview at Palm 
Beach. December 31, 1962 

THE PRESIDENT [in reply to a question con­
cerning the pact of Nassau and the problems 
facing him in connection with it]. Well, I 
think it would seem to me that if anybody 
bothered to read the pact in detail-we made 
several offers to the British. First, the 
British position on it has been, I know, some­
what critical. In the first place, we did offer 
the Skybolt. We offered a 5<>-50 split in 
finishing the Skybolt, even though we, our­
selves, weren't going to buy any, and the 
British could have bought them. So I don't 
think it can be charged that the United States 
was in any way attempting to make a politi­
cal decision rather than a technical one. 

The fact is this administration put a lot 
of money into Skybolt. We increased the 
funds substantially after 1961 in an effort 
to finish it successfully. We speeded up 
the program. As I say, at Nassau we offered 
to go 5<>-50 in completing the research even 
though we were not going to buy it, so that 
the British would not lack its own deterrent 
if it chose to exercise that option. So that 
was one of the choices. 

The other was, of course, the Hound Dog, 
which presented technical problems for the 
British, and the third was the Polaris. I 
think that the British selected the Polaris 
option, first, because of the technical prob­
lems connected with Skybolt and, secondly, 
because Polaris offers a hope of being an 
effective deterrent for a much longer period 
than Skybolt, through the seventies. 

In addition, I do find it peculiar that these 
people who say that we are trying to phase 
out the manned bombers and have an over­
reliance on missiles, when the Skybolt is the 
most complicated missile of them all-to 
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read that point of view, you would think that 
Skybolt was a gravity bomb rather than a 
missile which is going to fly itself from a 
movable base 1,000 miles. So Skybolt is the 
top of the art of missilery. 

You are almost going around a full circle 
to use the Skybolt. What you are joining 
together is a weapon which time is dealing 
some blows to, which is the bomber, and 
you are joining the most sophisticated missile 
and putting them together. 

It seemed to us with our other alternatives 
we were better off to put our money some 
place else. But in any case, I felt that the 
offer we made to the British was in keeping 
with both our technical and moral obliga­
tions to them, and I think that the arrange­
ment we made was in the best interest of 
the United States, Britain, and the alliance, 
because the British will have their deterrent. 
It will be independent in moments of great 
national peril, which is really the only time 
you consider using nuclear weapons anyway. 
It will serve as a basis for a multinational 
force or multilateral force. 

It may be that that will not develop. 
There are technical problems connected with 
it.••. 

Our whole policy has been against the 
diversion of resources towards independent 
national deterrents. We think it doesn't 
make strategic sense, and we think it really 
would cost the Europeans a great deal of 
money. 

We have been putting in, as has been said 
before-we are spending perhaps $15 billion 
this year for our nuclear deterrent, which 
is as much as the budget of all of Europe 
combined for all its forces. To begin to 
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