Jobn Fitzgerald Kennedy Library

Columbia Point  Boston, Massachusetts 02125

June 3, 1991

Antonio E. De La Cova

Bon Vista Apts. F-3

Morgantown, West Virginia 26505

Dear Mr. De La Cova:

This is in reply to your letter of May 30.

Enclosed please find the photocopies of the Khrushchev-Kennedy

letters from October 30, 1962 thru December 14, 1962 you
requested.

Thank you for your interest.

Sincerel

esearch Assistant

A Presidential Library Administered by the National Archives and Records Administration



Jobn Firzgerald Kennedy Library

Columbia Point  Boston, Massachusetts 02125

June 25, 1991

Antonio de la Cova

Bon Vista Apts.

Morgantown, WV 26505

Dear Mr. de la Cova:

This is in reply to your letter of June 19.
Enclosed please find the photocopies that you
requested of the Kennedy-Khrushchev correspondence

from October 1962.

Thank you for your interest and good luck with
your book.

. incerely,

June Pa e
Archives Technician

A Presidential Library Administered by the National Archives and Records Administration



Jobn Firzgerald Kennedy Library

Columbia Point Boston, Massachusetts 02125

Telephone: (617) 929-4582
929-4500

Mandatory Review Case: NLK-92-23

APR 1 6 1393

Tony Delacova

84-B Jefferson Street
Westover, WV 26505

Dear Mr. Delacova:
Mandatory review of the following document(s) has been completed.
Document (s) _1 . have been declassified in

full. They are available for research use in the Library’s
Research Room.

[ X ] Copies of the declassified document(s) are enclosed.

[ ] Copy(ies) of the document(s) may be ordered at a cost
of $.25 per page. Please use the enclosed order form.

If you have any guestions concerning this case or the mandatory
review process, please contact me.

Sincerely,

\L

e K. Forbes
vist, Foreign Policy Materials

Enclosure(s)

A Presidential Library Administered by the National Archives and Records Administration
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ACTION
ITEM # DATE CUMENT DESCRIPTION PAGES CLASS TAKEN
1 11/5/62 RFK memo to JFK 2 TS DECLASSIFIED

- NOTES FO CHIVIST:

ﬁ Item 1 is located in NSF:CO:USSR, Khrushchev Correspondence, 11/3/62-11/6/62,
Box 184.
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@fYire of the Attorney General
Washington, B. €.

November 5, 1962

+ MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

Dobrynin asked earlier this morning if I could see him
and I made arrangements to have him come to the office at
12 o'clock Noon.

He delivered another letter from Mr. Khrushchev. I read
it and found that it concerned our list of offensive weapons that
Stevenson had submitted,

I explained to Dobrynin that from the first it had been fnade
clear by the Soviet Union that they would get rid of any weapons
which we considered offensive and certainly it was very clear
that the bombers, the IL 28's, had to go. Dobrynin replied that
}'1;3 Qas not familiar with that position and also did not know what
was on the list that Khrushchev mentioned in his letter. Itold
him I would get a copy of it; that it wag:\:l‘zﬁme list of weapons
that had been listed in the President's Quarantine Proclamation..
He replied he would obtain a copy from Kusnetsov.

Durin the middle of the conversation the President called

@r"h‘;\\g{‘_}:r' =D
EO. 12283, Rac. 3.4

NIK-92- 23
By 2L __ NARA, Date._‘é{lﬂfg A




PHOTOCOPIED BY THE KENNEDY LIBRARY DUE TO THE VALIE OF THE OliIGINAL.

Memorandum for
The President November 5, 1962

and said that he had just received some prelimimary information
which indicated that several of our planes over Cuba had been
fired upon. In ending my conversation with Ikisrynin, therefore,
I stressed the fact that any arrangements that were made were
dependent upon there not being any incidents im the air above

Cuba,

RFK:amn
cc/Secretary Rusk
McGeorge Bundy




U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Office of the Assistant Secretary/Spokesman

For Immediate Release January 6, 1992
01/06/92 .

STATEMENT BY MARGARET TUTWILER/SPOKESMAN 0

Release and Joint U.S.-Russian Publication of
the Kennedy-Khrushchev Correspondence Related to the
Cuban Missile Crisis '

- The Department is today declassifying and releasing the
remaining pieces of correspondence between President
Kennedy and Soviet General Secretary Khrushchev relating
to the Cuban Missile Crisis. The Russian Government is
taking the same action and a similar announcement is being

made in Moscow.

- The United States and Russia have also agreed to publish
jointly all Kennedy-Khrushchev correspondence related to
the Cuban Missile Crisis. We are discussing details of
the joint publication, which we expect to be accomplished
this year. For the United States, the correspondence will
be published by the United States Information Agency as a
special issue of its publication Problems of Communism.
This will include both English and Russian texts, plus

scholarly commentary.

- Release by the United States and the Russian Federation of
these letters comes at a time of dramatic change, when
fundamentally new relations are developing between the
United States and Russia. These documents, which involve
critical high-level exchanges at the height of the Cold
War which is now behind us, will be of interest to
historians and scholars, as well as to the general
public. The Department is pleased to be able to work with
the Russian Federation to make the complete historical
record of this correspondence available publicly.

- The correspondence declassified and released today is:

-—- Letter from General Secretary Khrushchev to President
Kennedy dated October 30, 1962 (unofficial
translation);



-2—

Letter from President Kennedy to General Secretary
Khrushchev dated November 3, 1962 (U.S. original text):;

Letter from General Secretary Khrushchev to President
Kennedy dated November 4, 1962 (unofficial
translation).

Letter .,from General Secretary Khrushchev to President
Kennedy dated November 12, 1962 (unofficial
translation);

Oral message from President Kennedy to General
Secretary Khrushchev dated November 12, 1962
(unofficial English translation provided by the
Russians);

Lefter from General Secretary Khrushchev to President
Kennedy dated November 14, 1962 (unofficial
translation);

Letter from President Kennedy to General Secretary
Khrushchev dated November 15, 1962 (U.S. original

text);

Oral message from President Kennedy to General
Secretary Khrushchev dated November 20, 1962
(unofficial English translation provided by the
Russians;

Letter from General Secretary Khrushchev to President
Kennedy dated November 20, 1962 (unofficial
translation);

Letter from General Secretary Khrushchev to President
Kennedy dated November 22, 1962 (unofficial
translation);

Letter from General Secretary Khrushchev to President
Kennedy dated December 10, 1962 (unofficial
translation); and

Letter from President Kennedy to General Secretary
Khrushchev dated December 14, 1962 (U.S. original
text).

Packages with the texts of the newly released
correspondence, along with copies of previously released
material, will be available in the Press Office. A list
of all correspondence between President Kennedy and
General Secretary Khrushchev on the Cuban missile crisis

is attached.



Doc. # Date
1. 10/22/62
2. 10/23/62
3. 10/23/62
4. 10/24/62
5. 10/25/62
6. 10/26/62
7. 10/27/62
8. 10/27/62

Sender/Recipient

Kennedy to Khrushchev

Khrushchev to Kennedy

Kennedy to Khrushchev

Khrushchev to Kennedy

Kennedy to Khrushchev

Khrushchev to Kennedy

Kennedy to Khrushchev

Khrushchev to Kennedy

Kennedy -~ Khrushchev Correspondence

Cuban Missile Crisis, October-December 1962

Summary

Kennedy expresses U.S. reaction to
Cuban developments.

Khrushchev accuses U.S. of
intervening in Cuba; reaction to
Kennedy's speech of 10/22.

Kennedy acknowledges Khrushchev's
10/23 letter and blames Soviets for
Cuban crisis,

Answers Kennedy's letter of 10/23
and accuses Kennedy of offering the
Soviets an ultimatum, not a
"quarantine.”

Replies to Khrushchev's letter of
10/24/ and reiterates U.S. belief
that Soviets initiated the first
challenge in the crisis.

Acknowledges Kennedy's letter of
10/25 and protests U.S. definition
of offensive weapons.

Acknowledges Khrushchev's letter of
10/26 and agrees to work out permarent
solution to the Cuban problem.

Has studied Kennedy's reply to U
Thant; proposes points of agreement
for avoiding armmed conflict.

Citation of Previous Publication

Bulletin, Nov. 19, 1973, p. 635;
ClafIin, JFK, pp. 205-206.

Bulletin, Nov. 19, 1973, p. 636.-
Bulletin, Nov. 19, 1973, p. 636.

Bulletin, Nov. 19, 1973, p. 637.

Bulletin, Nov. 19, 1973, p. 639.

Bulletin, Nov. 19, 1973, p. 640.

Bulletin, Nov. 19, 1973, p. 649;
Claflin, JFK, pp. 209-210; Docs.
on Disarm., p. 990.; Public Papers
of JFK, p. 813.

Bulletin' Nov, 19, 1973' P. 646;
Docs. on Disarm., p. 991.




e

9. 10/28/62 Khrushchev to Kennedy Replies to Kennedy's letter of Bulletin, Nov. 19, 1973, p. 650;
10/27 and assures him that order has Docs, on Disarm., p. 995.
been issued to dismantle offensive
weapons.

10. 10/28/62 Kennedy to Khrushchev Answers Khrushchev's message of Bulletin, Nov. 19, 1973, p. 654; .-
10/28, saying it is an important Public Papers of JFK, p. 814; ’
contribution to peace. Claflin, JFK, PP. 211-212; Docs.

’ on Disarm., p. 1000.

*] . 10/30/62 Khrushchev to Kennedy Discusses Cuba, disarmament, Germany
and Berlin.

*2. 11/03/62 Kennedy to Khrushchev Kennedy replies to Khrushchev's
message of 10/30.

*2a. 11/04/62 Khrushchev to Kennedy {Received on 11/05/62] Khrushchev
discusses a list of offensive
weapons.

3. 11/06/62 Kennedy to Khrushchev Message concerning removal Claflin, JFK, pp. 217-221.
of 1L-28 bombers from Cuba,

4, 11/12/62 Khrushchev to Kennedy Message confirms withdrawal

. of missles from Cuba.

*5, 11/13/62 Kennedy to Khrushchev Oral message on IL~28 bombers.

*6. 11/14/62 Khrushchev to Kennedy Message agrees to withdraw
IL-28 bombers from Cuba.

*7. 11/15/62 Kennedy to Khrushchev Acknowledges Soviet agreement to
remove IL~-28 bombers.

*8, 11/20/62 Khrushchev to Kennedy Confirms Cuban agreement in reply

to Kennedy's 11/15 message.



*9, 11/20/62 Kennedy to
10. 11/21/62 Kennedy to
*11. 11/22/62 . Khrushchev
*12. 12/10/62 Khrushchev
*13, 12/14/62 Kennedy to
14, 12/19/62 Khrushchev

*(NEWLY DBECLASSIFIED LETTERS Jan.

Khrushchev

Khrushchev

to Rennedy

to Kennedy
Khrushchev

to Kennedy

6, 1992)

Oral message lowering the state of
alert on Cuba.

Replies to Khrushchev "s message of
11/20.

Answers Kennedy's 11/21 message.
Discusses Cuba and Berlin.

Kennedy considers Cuban crisis over.

Khrushchev considefs Cuban crisis
closed; discusses nuclear test ban
and inspections,

Published in Claflin,
JFK, p. 222; Beschloss,
Crisis Years, S61.

Published in part in Claflin, JFK,
pPp. 227-229; Beschloss, Crisis
Years, 571.

Docs. on Disarm., p. 1239.
Amer. For. Pol.: Current Docs.
(1962), p. 1306.




=) Jobn Fitzgerald Kennedy Lz’bfmy

Columbia Point Boston, Massachusetts 02125

LETTERS EXCHANGED BY PRESIDENT KENNEDY AND CHAIRMAN KHRUSHCHEV
DURING THE CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS OF OCTOBER 1962

10/22/62
10/23/62
10/23/62
10/24/62
10/25/62
10/27/62
10/26/62
10/27/62
10/28/62
10/28/62
10/30/62
11/03/62
11/05/62
11/06/62

11/12/62

11/14/62

11/15/62

11/20/62

President Kennedy letter
Chairman Khrushchev letter
President Kennedy letter
Chairman Khrushchev letter
President Kennedy letter
Chairman Khrushchev letter
Chairman Khrushchev letter
President Kénnedy letter
Chairman KhrughcheQ:iétter )
President Kennedy letter

Chairman Khrushchev letter

President Kennedy letter

(received) Chairman Khrushchev letter
President Kennedy letter

Chairman Khrushchev letter

Chairman Khrushchev letter

President Kennedy letter

‘Chairman Khrushchev letter

A Presidential Library Administered by the National Archives and Records Administration



19. 11/21/62 President Kennedy letter
20. 11/23/62 Chairman Khrushchev letter
21. 12/11/62 Chairman Khrushchev letter

22. 12/14/62 President Kennedy letter

Letters 1-10 were opened in 1973 by the Department of State and
published in: ° The Department of State Bulletin, Volume LXIX No.

ST
SErc g Bl YTt

Letter 14 was declassified in 1974 as the result of a mandatory
review request.

Letter 19 was declassified in 1979 as the result of a mandatory,

review request.

Letter 22 was released in sanitized form in 1980 as the result of
a mandatory review request.

pE T



NATTONAL SECURITY FILES Box 194
COUNTRIES '
USSR

Khrushchev Correspondence (Cuba), Vol. I-A, 10/22/62-10/27/62 Focbex

——

. ' to—Khrushehev—withsalutation attered-
EXEMPIEYC10 /22 /62 State C(...) 2pp Deptel 970(Moscow) : ‘
5/1#73-30 Reports Secretary's conversation with Soviet ambassador




8| W H. Brubeck memofor McG, Bundy: "Letier to the
3{'1?11  Bresident from Chairman Khrushchewv dated Qctober )h,
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NATIONAL SECURITY FILES Box 184
COUNTRIES ‘ |

USSR

Khrushchev Correspondence(Cuba), Vol. II, 11/20/62-12/14/62

e m xR ¢ ZERE T
Indedtomtho—tonbontsot—thitaiiodinig.

TAB 1 . :
EAEMPT MK -19-59 Qb UNDER PUA-MA-57 RRPENL + woDER MLU-RL-4s, ()BE
11/20/62 USSR ... 13pp
Khrushchev letter to Kennedy in reply to Kennedy
letter of 11/15 NN 7¢. 53
ee/eo/o. USSR ... 1p
' Statement for Kennedy on Castro and making
recommendations for future public statements
ee/e./.. WH U 1p :
Covering tally sheet listing numbered copies of attached
11/21/62 VWH ... 1p
: Different covering memo listing distribution
of copies of attached
11/20/62 USSR ..." 13pp- ~
© Khrushchev letter to Kennedy in reply to
Kennedy letter of 11/15
ee/e./.. USSR ... 1p
Statement for Kenmnedy on Castro and on
recommendations for future public statements

TAB 2 N

11/21/62. ... i 1p
: "Draft reply" of Kennedy response to Khrushchev letter
of 11/20 with McG. Bundy handwritten changes
11/21/62 ... ..., 1p
"Draft reply"of Kennedy response to Khrushchev
letter of 11/20 without any changes

1) ° 1
.QECJ_-!\S?U‘-I 2 .
C el

dmaft (LA G-
TAB 3

MW~ 16-T8 [ 122/c5]  Khrushchev letter to Kennedy in response toKennedy

n)24j18
e
N K-78

')

letter of 11/21/62 wolw G- 50\) N He "M%, LIgY

el et uo
=SS REMPT Wuk-19-59 AVO UNDER MUA-19 -5 BePehL

12/11/62 USSR ™2 9pp [9pp]  NuafL-NG, L\sY 3
Khrushchev {etter to Kenﬂédy re)negotiations -t 76-59

— O, Jk* easarch uaa 3)2)7¢



TAB 5
i 12/13/62

B ooy
@f&ﬁ::%12/13/62
gLLNVCQ}M&{CWQZ

12/14/62 °

SETIZED, UWOER

State TS(...) &4pp

L. Thompson draft of Kennedy reply to Khrushchev
letter of 12/11/62 with copious handwritten changes
by McG. Bundy
wH TS(...) 5pp
Labelled "Bundy_ 3rd draft" of Kennedy reply. Incorporates
Bundy changes made above -

WH .., 1p [& 5 copies]

Final Kennedy reply to Khrushchev letter of 12/11 Mx-79:5¢

N 98 ARERL |l |
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NATIONAL SECURITY FILES Box 184
COUNTRIES

USSR
Khrushchev Correspondence (Cuba), Vol. I-C, 11/3/62-11/6/62

TAB 13

' g} 11/ 3/62 WH S(...) 2pp
EXE tn@YED” (,]\.L " Kennedy letter to Khrushchev in reply to Khrushchev

Nre 18- letter of 10/30/62
A WNELD \mmx RV _\3\%'1
TAB 14
X Sl1311/ 5/62 Justice TS(...) 2pp
EXEmMPTED Memo for the President from the Attorney General re
© ’/3‘”: 73 - 3.7 RFK's conversation with Dobrynin
RS ../../.. USSR ... 3pp
Ao : Khrushchev’letler to Kennedy received on

11/5/62 re Kusnetsov negotiations

TAB 15
DECLASSIFIED \w¥y 8111, 1| %¥
5173 14—7L5746-2—S+&-‘be48-(-1-—r-)—-4—p—

Covertnrgrote—for—Meg—Bundyr—fremtlewveyn—Thompson—
EXEMPTE D é/’/ﬂ’ Po—abbaatre-d—drfta— .o
3 VLR T33O 5173 11/ 5/62 State @. 3pp [3pp] .
EXEMPTED o Draft-Kennedy reply to Khrushchev letter \)
WLVT3730, L‘\‘\ i re missile crisis negotiations with hand-
: M\"/" Ny, ey written Bundy changes
b ExpMpTED  ©17311/ 5/62 State TS(...) 2pp  [2pp] ’L .
NUA-T3:30, LG Draft Lelegram for Stevenson and McCloy5 <
NUA- B1-118 T\<g re missile crisis negotiations
: A6 en— U—3pp-

DifferentLprobably later version] drafh Keanedy—
LA ot e .

X 14/-6/62 II_10pp

|

‘ 2 . L

‘ ~Eater—version of ahove draft, expanded with handwritie
| -




Compretely—different—draft Jetter with handwritten
4maybe—Bunéy%—ehaﬁges——ne%e%+en——d;ciaied_by—Capia;n

Y

q
kenrnedy letter o Khrushchev [a moedification of the
draft two-items above and previons to that] in repily

\O <to—Fhrushchev—3tetterof-11/5

~t/— 76— WH—U. .
-Coveringmemo—fromBromiey—Smithr—to-—W-H-—Brubeek
H7 6762 —4d—~6pp
e 1 1ot o K] hehevi 1 4
Khrushehev—letteor of 44/65—
TAB 16
\
' o] «w  7PP
EXEM : Khrushchev letter to Kennedy received 11/12/62 on
IV - EEFD ‘9 7 . recent exchange of letters .
2 el ee ol Spp (§pp]
: Khrushchev letter to Kennedy received 11/12/62, differ-
- ent typed version than above
EXEMPTED
MU Rl -g\, ng_AM
\ .
11/14/62 S Spp’
_ Khrushchev letter agreeing with JFK proposals
TAB 18
WM qq/45/62 ... e Spp
Draft Kennedy reply to Khrushchev letters re with-
- drawal
\S> 11/15/62 ... TS(...) Spp
/L Copy of document above classified Top Secret
\ eodod/ s . e 3pp
© Pages L— 6 of a "3rd draft'"of the Kennedy reply; agrees
: with text of above document but a different typing
1 ol e/ ee oo esi1p

Pages 2 of the following draft before changes were made

‘? 11/15/62 oo e car 3pp
: Praft Kennedy reply with handwritten changes

19 11/15/62 WH .- 6pp

EXEMPTED Double spaced version of Kennedy reply to Khrushchev
=K worded as sent
B X0 11/15/62 VWH S \4pp [L“pp]

Single spaced version of Kennedy reply as sent

-~
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11

12.

13,

14,

15,

16.

17.

18.

10/22/62
10/23/62
10/23/62
10/24/62
10/24/62
10/25/62
10/27/62
10/26/62

10/27/62
10/28/62
10/28/62
10/30/62
11/3/62
rec'd
11/5/62
11/:6./62
1/12/62

11/14/62

11/15/62

Ltr to Khrushchev re President's speech :
Ltr from KhrL;shchev re President's speéch
Ltr ;‘O‘Kiuushchev -

Khrushchev ltr to Bertrand Russell

Ltr fm Khrushchev o

Ltr to Khrushchey:‘*

Ltr fm Khrushchev (public) -

Ltr fm Khrushchev (Moscow 1101) Z

Ltr to Khrushchev -

Ltr fm Khrushchev (Tass) -

Ltr to Khrushchev ©

Ltr frm Khrushchev .

Ltr to Khrushchev -

5

Ltr frm Khrushchev -

Ltr to Khrushchev re his 11/5 1ltr
Ltr fm Khrushchev re IL-28s -
Ltr fm Khrushchev re I1L-28s

Ltr to Khrushchev re IL-28s -
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The: following message from ihe Pres

sident should be delivered
L0 the orelign Office Tor transmission to Kuiushehev one hour bheiove the

aclivery of e Fresloont's speach, now soleduled for Monday, October
Loy - recondd 3o 7007 pyom. Walhi qton i,

QUOTH ~- Sir:

There is aliached a cope of ihe statemesl I an making ionignt

S
.~

necvedng cevelepmeis i Cuba and the reaction of my Gavernin

et A cupy of this statemear bas clveady been handed to yous
A.xopraor a Washingion, Taview o0 e qravity of the developmenis

i i T esia, Toant pov ooy daaricdiatady and accuraiely Lho
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the pog=ibilin: thal yorr CGoverunieni wauld uot covrectly vuders.aid
the will and dcleinnimaiion of the U dled States i anw

Dealted by Teleptaphit kersmnpen and
CSZATL T Ay e g0 b EGy  Sdeeneie s s e Tha Secraiar:
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since 1 have pot aasnrmed thil vour 01 2nye oier cwnle man would, inthis

> world Lo war which it is crystal

puclewr sge, deliberately pl

S W)

clenr no country conld wir and widoh condd oy rezuld i) canssirepluc

consogrences to the whele worid, includinus the ragressor, .

R ~ o

At onr meeting fn Wisny end sehsenvoutly, T expressed our

ougi peasofil negotisiion, = solution fo
oo and 201 problems that divids us.  Af the came ilme;, I made clear that

1 vieww of tha objactives of the idecloar to whlich you edhsre, the Unitad

Strtes conld wob toleraie wor notlon cuoyoor povi wiick it 2 mijor way

2w

-

disturbed the evistivg over-all bilunce of power fnize world, Istated
thoi e attempt to force ehardonmeit of oo yespensitiaties wd commit-
roerts in Borlio weoeld conctzinde snely - cotion aad that the Unitod Stulen
wold resist with all the power al ils commznd,

L wag I oxder to aveld any nrorvect assescment on the part
of vour Government with respect 1o Cubtin thod Ty Glicky stzted that if ceriain
cevelopmenis in Cubz took plice, the Tndted Sintes world do whelever oust
ha done 1o protect it owa seciwity nod the? of foe nlifes, Mereovery, the
Cougrens adopled & rogelaticu expralsiag e suppant of 1385 declared

rolicy. Despite this, the ropld doevelopoisd of leug- range missidle bases .

and other offensive wepons seatam 0 Cel wes proceeded. I must tell
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you that the United Stutes 4s determinad to remove this threat to the

sceurity of this bemisplere. At ihn some time, I wish fo peint ot that
the seticn we oxe laking in the puttaumn necesesiy to remove the thraat
Lo the security of the nalicas of thee Lnisphera,  The foct of 1his mini- |
mma response should pot ba nkun an a hisls, howeyer, for 2ur misiirdgement on
your part,

I hope that vour Goverrarant will refrain from env notion which

viculd widen or docpen this zlreaayr grave crigis arnd that we can agree to

reswne the path of peaceil negetizticn, VNGUOTE

~

You will be netified shoedd there Do any chzage In this
aschedale or text of Prosideat’s stiiomenl, Toxd stateraont in septel,
If toxt nol receivad in time, del:ver Tetlor end sdvice Foreiga Office it
will foliow,

M1 wessages concarning this subject rust xngalfEl bear ths
ception WELITZY dmmadiotlely befoxe arny other per n% captiong
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE -
WASHINGTON g
I November 8, 1962 B
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BEERER®

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. McGEORGE BUNDY
THE WHITE HOUSE

I enclose two memoranda prepared by
Assistant Secretary Tyler on the matter of
the October 26 Khrushchev letter and the
Rowland Evans story.

The Secretary would appreciate your

bringing the memoranda to the attention of
the President.

M )

William |[H. Brubeck
Executilve Secretary

Enclosures:

1. Memorandum for the
Files, November 6.

2. Memorandum for the
Record, November 2.
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DRAFT
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There is attached a copy of the statement I am making § |‘
tonight concerning developments in Cuba and the reaction of my
Government thereto. A copy of this statement has already been
handed to your Ambassador in Washington. In view of the gravity . -
of the developments to which I refer, I want you to know Immedi-
ately and accurately the position of my E}overnment in this matter.

---- -~ In our discussions and exchanges on Berlin and other.

international questions, the one thing that has most concerned me

has been the possibility of a Wn the part of your

Government of the will and determination of the United States in
any given situation, since I have not assumed ;chat you or any
other sane man would, in this nuclear age, deliberately plunge
the world into war which it is crystal clear no country could win
and Which_ could only result in catastrophic consequences to the
whole world, including the aggressor. |

At our meeting in Vienna and subsequently, I ex~
pressed our readiness and desire to find, through peaceful
negotiation, a solution-to any and all problems that divide us.

At the same time, I made clear that In view of the objectives

- DECLASSIFIED .
Q*\n.\s:.& r§.\ L. TN
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. . /
of the ideology to which you adhere, the United States could not ,

tolerate any action on your part which in a major way disturbed

- -

the existing over-all baiance of power. in the world." I stated

-
h

that an attempt to force abandonment of our responsibilities and;f'

commitments in Berlin would cOnstitI;te such an action and that
the United States would resist with all the power at its command,
It was In order to avold any mis on your
part with respect to Cuba that I publicly stated that if certain
developments in Cuba took place, the United States would ;id
whatever must be done to protect its own security and that of its
é.llies. Moreover, the Congress adopted a resolutlon expressing
its support of this declared policy.’ Despi.;:e this, the rapid
development of long-range missile bases.and other offensive
weapons systems in Cuba has proceeded. I must tell you that in
this case your Government has miscalculated and that the United

States 1s determined to remove this threat to the security of this

hemisphere. At the same time, I wish to point out: that the action )

we are taking is the minimum necessary to remove the threat to
the security of the natlons of this hemisphere. The fact of this
minimum response should not be taken as a basis, howéver, for

any further miscalculation on your part.

O VN UUUI . AU SR
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I hope that your Government will refrain from any

action which would widen or deepen this already grave crisis

and that we can agree to resume the path of peaceful negotiation.
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Subject: Proposed changes In President's messags to Khrushchev
The followlng amendments to the President's message to Khrushchev
(October 20 draft) are proposed.

Changs 1. Page |, pacr ence, change ag, follows:

2, para 2,

9mavold~
Change 3. Page 2, para 2, after third sentence, ending ''has proceeded", Insert
fol lowing:

“For your Informstion, let me add that we have complete knowledge of these

developments. Such actions on the part of the Sovlet Unfon are partlicularly grave

in Yight of the demonstrated lrresponsibility and emotlonal Instabllity of
Premler Castro."
Reason: To emphaslze completeness of our knowledge, In order to undercut
7.5 Culs, & sphosiy olpend deboas Clon cont Cocl orinn avemcen, lploymen,
any Soviet disposition to argue for defensive nature of thelr actIoniébLs-Zﬁﬂ7&“~65
Change 4. Page 2, para 2, begin new paragraph, with a change as follows,
In the sentence beginning 'l must tell you'":!
"l must tell you that In thls case your government has miscalculated
and that the Unlted States Is determined that this threat to the securlty of
the Western Hemlsphere be removed.'!
Reason: To use language leaving open an optlon to Soviets to remove

offensive weapons, rather than lmplying that only way of removal would be

by U. S. unllateral actlon.

L}
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Change S. Page 2, at end of the new paragraph, after ‘‘on your part', addg
"1 should Inform you further that | have already ordered that the following
precautionary measures bs taken:
a. Increase the alert status of the U. S. Strateglc Alr Command;
b. Establish a naval and air patrol of the Cuban coast. |
c. Reinforce the garrison at the U. S. Naval Base, Guantanamo,

Cuba,

d. Initlate evacuation of U, §. depandents from the U. S. Naval
Base, Guantanamo, Cuba.
Reason: To strengthen point concerning serlousness with which we view sltuation,
and at same time to minimlize possibility that Soviets would misinterpret the
implementation of these measures as golng beyond & minimum response to the
Cuban bulldup.
Change 6. Page 3, at end of paragraph, add following:

Jl would also hope to receive from you prlor to the time of my speech @
communication which would Indlcate your willingness to arrange for Immedlate
removal of offensive weapons from Cuba, In order that | can publicly state to
the people of the United States and the world that a satisfactory resolution
of this crisls is In prospect."

Reason: To strengthen President's position of having exhausted all reason-
able avenues of approach to the problem, and to provide an opportunlty to
Khrushchav = In the event he has seriously underestimated U. $. reaction - to
initiate withdrawal before publlc announcement has made any drawing back

altogether unfeasible.

!
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A__'be done to protect 1ts own securit;y and that oi itu elj,,es. ,
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which could only result in'ca

that an attempt to force abendonment of our responsfbﬂitieo and commit— ;
ments in Ber]in would constitute such an action and that the 'United Sta*es
would resist with all the power at 1ts command.

It was in order to avoid a,qy lncorrect asscssment on the pa.rt .

Moreover, the :*f'

| Congress adopted a. r\,solution expressL;g 1ts c:uppor’i; of this de cia.red
policy. Deepite this, 'the rapid development of long-range missile bases

| and other oifensive wea.pons systems in Cubsa ha.s proceeded. I must tell- ‘ g
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 22, 1962

Sir:

A copy of the statement I am making tonight concerning
developments in Cuba and the reaction of my Govern-
ment thereto has been handed to your Ambassador in
Washington. In view of the gravitj of the developments
to which I refer, I want you to know immediately and
accurately the position of my GoVernment in this mat-
ter.

/
In our discussions and exchanges on Berlin and other
international questions, the 6ne thing that has most con-
cerned me has been the possmi]ity that your Government
would not correctly understand the will and determination
of the United States in an;/ given situation, since I have
not assumed that you or any other sane man would, in
this nuclear age, deliberately plunge the world into war
which it is crystal clear no country could win and which
could only result in catastrophic consequences to the
whole world, including the aggressor.

!
At our meeting in Vienna and subsequently, I expressed
our readiness and. desire to find, through peaceful nego-
tiation, a solution to any and all problems that divide us.
At the same time, I made clear that in view of the ob-
jectives of the i eology to which you adhere, the United
States could nof tolerate any action on your part which
in a major way disturbed the existing over-all balance
of power in the world. I stated that an attempt to force
abandonment 'of our responsibilities and commitments in
Berlin would constitute such an action and that the United
States would resist with all the power at its command.

It was in order to avoid any incorrect assessment on the
part of your Government with respect to Cuba that I
publicly stated that if certain developments in Cuba took
place, the United States would do whatever must be done
to protect its own security and that of its allies.
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Moreover, the Congress adopted a resolution expressing
its support of this declared policy. Despite this, the
rapid development of long-range missile bases and other
offensive weapons systems in Cuba has proceeded. I
must tell you that the United States is determined that
this threat to the security of this hemisphere be re-
moved. At the same time, I wish to point out that the
action we are taking is the minimum necessary to re-
move the threat to the security of the nations of this

hemisphere. The fact of this minimum response should

not be taken as a basis, however, for any misjudgement
on your part.

I hope that your Government will refrain from any action
which would widen or deepen this already grave crisis
and that we can agree to resume the path of peaceful
negotiation.

Sincerely,

His Excellency
Nikita S, Khrushchev
Chairman of the Council of Ministers
of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

MOSCOW
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October 22, 1962

‘Dear Mr, Chairmam -°

A copy of the statement I am making tonight concerning
developments in Cuba and the reaction of my Govera-
ment thereto has been handed to your Ambusador in
Washington. In view of the gravity of the developmentl
to which I'refer, I want you to know immediately and, '
accurately the politlon of my Government in this matter.

,'In our dllcuniona and exchange: on Berlin and other ',_

" international questions, the one thing that has most con-
cerned me has been the possibility that your Government
'would not correctly understand the will and determina-

tion of the United States in any given situation, sincel

" have not assumed that you or any other sane man would,

in this nuclear age, deliberately plunge the world into
war which it is crystal clear no country could win and
which could only result in catastrophic consequences
to the whole world, including the aggressor,

At our meeting in Vienna and subsequently, 1 expressed
our readiness and desire to find, through peaceful nego-
tiation, a solution to any and all problems that divide
us. At the same time, I made clear that in view of the
objectives of the ideology to which you adhere, the
United States could not tolerate any action on your part

"which in'a major way disturbed the existing over-all

balance of power in the world, I stated that an attempt

to force abandonment of our responsibilities and commit-
ments in Berlin would constitute such an action and that

the United States would resist with all the power at its com-

mand,

It was in order to avold any incorrect assessment on the
part of your Government with respect to Cuba that 1

iy s & Ay 2 2B
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‘publicly stated that if certain developments in Cuba took

place, the United States would do whatever must be done
to protect its own security and that of its allies,

Moreover, the Congress adopted a resolution expressing
its support of this declared policy. Despite this, the

rapid devclopment of long-rango missile bases and other
offensive wenpono -ylteml in Cuba has proceeded. 'l must
tell you that the United States is determined that this threat
to the security of this hemisphere be removed, ‘At the *
same time, I wish to point out that the action we are taking
is the minimum necessary to remove the threat to the se-
curity of the nations of this hemisphere. The fact of this
minimum response should not be taken as & basis, however,
for any misjudgment on your part. = g

I hope that your Government will refrain from any action
which would widen or deepen this already grave crisis
and that we can agree to resume the path of peaceful
negotiation,

Sincerely,

His Excellency -
_ Nikita S, Khrulhchev. "
Chairman of the Council of Mini-teu ot
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,

Mos cow,
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FROM: MOSCOW e 56 A

T0: Secretary of State

NO: yguz2, OCTOBER 23, 5 PM é?” T A [41,_;;#«/
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ELITE

POLICY

EYES ONLY

EMBTEL 1841

EMBASSY TRANSLATION FOLLOWS OF KHRUSHCHEV!S LETTER OF OCTOBER
23 TO PRESIDENT., KUZNETSOV INFORMED ME LETTER WOULD NOT BE

PUBL{SHED "FOR TIME BEING."

BEGIN TEXT. MR. PRESIDENT.

| HAVE JUST RECEIVED YOUR LETTER, AND HAVE ALSO ACQUAINTED
MYSELF WITH TEXT OF YOUR SPEECH OF OCTOBER 22 REGARDING CUBA.

| SHOULD SAY FRANKLY THAT MEASURES OUTLINED IN YOUR STATEMENT
REPRESENT SERIOUS THREAT TO PEACE AND SECURITY OF PEOPLES.

UNITED STATES HAS-"OPENLY TAKEN PATH OF GROSS VIOLATION OF CHARTER OF

UNITED NATIONS, “PATH OF VIOLATION OF INTERNATIONAL NORMS OF
FREEDOM OF \NAVIGATION ON HIGH SEAS, PATH OF AGGRESSIVE ACTIONS

BOTH AGAINST CUBA AND AGAINST SOVIET UNION,

STATEMENT OF GOVERNMENT OF UNITED STATES AMERICA CANNOT BE EVALUATED

IN ANY OTHER WAY THAN AS NAKED INTLRFERENCE IN DOMESTIC AFFAIRS
OF CUBAN REPUBLIC, SOVIET UNION, AND OTHER STATES. CHARTER OF
UNITED NATIONS AND INTERNATIONAL NORMS DO NOT GIVE RIGHT TO

s isis REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
- 3 PROHIBITED UNLESS “UNCLASSIFIED"
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E.0. 11652, Sec. 3([) and )J; 9t (L)



SEERET

-2- 1g42, OCTOBER 23, 5 PM FROM MOSCOW

ANY STATE WHATSOEVER TO ESTABLISH IN INTERNATIONAL WATERS CONTROL
OF VESSELS BOUND FOR SHORES OF CUBAN REPUBLIC.

IT IS SELF-UNDERSTOOD THAT WE ALSO CANNOT RECOGNIZE RIGHT OF
UNITED STATES TO ESTABLISH CONTROL OVER ARMAMENTS ESSENTIAL T®
REPUBLIC OF CUBA FOR STRENGTHENING OF ITS DEFENSIVE CAPACITY.

WE CONFIRM THAT ARMAMENTS NOW ON CUBA, REGARDLESS OF CLASSI|.F|CATION

TO WHICH THEY BELONG, ARE DESTINED EXCLUSIVELY FOR DEFENSI|VE
PURPOSES, IN ORDER TO SECURE CUBAN REPUBLIC FROM ATTACK OF
AGGRESSOR.

| HOPE THAT GOVERNMENT OF UNITED STATES WILL SHOW PRUDENCE AND
RENOUNCE ACTIONS PURSUED BY YOU, WHICH COULD LEAD TO CATASTROPHIC
CONSEQUENCES FOR PEACE THROUGHOUT WORLD.,

VIEWPOINT OF SOVIET GOVERNMENT WITH REGARD TO YOUR STATEMENT

OF OCTOBER 22 IS SET FORTH IN STATEMENT OF SOVIET GOVERNMENT,
WHICH IS BEING CONVEYED TO YOU THROUGH YOUR AMBASSADOR IN MOSCOW.

/S/ N. KHRUSHCHEV. END TEXT.
ORIGINAL OF LETTER BEING AIRPOUCHED TODAY.

KOHLER
DT

NOTE: PASSED WHITE HOUSE 1@/23/62 11:85 AM WVC
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* TO: Secretary of State

FROM: MOSCOW

NO: 1842, OCTOBER 23, 5 PM

- NIACT
ELITE
POLICY
EYES ONLY

EMBTEL 1g¥1

EMBASSY TRANSLATION FOLLOWS OF KHRUSHCHEV'S LETTER OF OCTOBER
23 TO PRESIDENT. KUZNETSOV INFORMED ME LETTER WOULD NOT BE

PUBLISHED "FOR TIME BEING."

BEGIN TEXT. MR. PRESIDENT.

| HAVE JUST RECEIVED YOUR LETTER, AND HAVE ALSO ACQUAINTED
MYSELF WITH TEXT OF YOUR SPEECH OF OCTOBER 22 REGARDING CUBA,

| SHOULD SAY FRANKLY THAT MEASURES OUTLINED IN YOUR STATEMENT
REPRESENT SERIOUS THREAT TO PEACE AND SECURITY OF PEOPLES.

UNITED STATES HAS-"OPENLY TAKEN PATH OF GROSS VIOLATION OF CHARTER OF
UNITED NATIONS, PATH OF VIOLATION OF INTERNATIONAL NORMS OF

FREEDOM OF “NAVIGATION ON HIGH SEAS, PATH OF AGGRESSIVE ACTIONS

BOTH AGAINST CUBA AND AGAINST SOVIET UNION.

STATEMENT OF GOVERNMENT OF UNITED STATES AMERICA CANNOT BE EVALUATED
IN ANY OTHER WAY THAN AS NAKED INTERFERENCE IN DOMESTIC AFFAIRS

OF CUBAN REPUBLIC, SOVIET UNION, AND OTHER STATES., CHARTER Ok

UNITED NATIONS AND INTERNATIONAL NORMS DO NOT GIVE RIGHT TO
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SECRET

-2- 1g42, OCTOBER 23, 5 PM FROM MOSCOW

ANY STATE WHATSOEVER TO ESTABLISH IN INTERNATIONAL WATERS CONTROL
OF VESSELS BOUND FOR SHORES OF CUBAN REPUBLIC.

IT IS SELF-UNDERSTOOD THAT WE ALSO CANNOT RECOGNIZE RIGHT OF
UNITED STATES TO ESTABLISH CONTROL OVER ARMAMENTS ESSENTIAL TQ'
REPUBLIC OF CUBA FOR STRENGTHENING OF |TS DEFENSIVE CAPACITY..

WE CONFIRM THAT ARMAMENTS NOW ON CUBA, REGARDLESS OF CLASSIFICATION
TO WHICH THEY BELONG, ARE DESTINED EXCLUSIVELY FOR DEFENSIVE
PURPOSES, IN ORDER TO SECURE CUBAN REPUBLIC FROM ATTACK OF
AGGRESSOR.

| HOPE THAT GOVERNMENT OF UNITED STATES WILL SHOW PRUDENCE AND
RENOUNCE ACTIONS PURSUED BY YOU, WHICH COULD LEAD TO CATASTROPHIC
CONSEQUENCES FOR PEACE THROUGHOUT WORLD.

VIEWPOINT OF SOVIET GOVERNMENT WITH REGARD TO YOUR STATEMENT

OF OCTOBER 22 [S SET FORTH IN STATEMENT OF SOVIET GOVERNMENT,
WHICH IS BEING CONVEYED TO YOU THROUGH YOUR AMBASSADOR IN MOSCOW.

/S/ N. KHRUSHCHEV. END TEXT.
ORIGINAL OF LETTER BEING A[RPOUCHED TODAY.

KOHLER
DT

NOTE: PASSED WHITE HOUSE 1@/23/62 11:85 AM WVC
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THE SECRETARY OF STATK
WASHINGTON 13, D. C.

TIONS TO (“
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SBEREE Enclosure.,

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

£

November 1, 1962

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. McGEORGE BUNDY
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Letter to the President, '‘dated
October 23, from Chairman
Khrushchev
There 1s enclosed for the White House files
the original with official translation of Chair-
man Khrushchev's letter of October 23, 1962
addressed to President Kennedy. An informal

translation of the letter was contained in

Moscow's telegram No. 1042,

’W””’{’w

William H. Brubeck
Executive Secretary

Enclosures:

As stated.

SEEREF Enclosures
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ney 1 1862

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, McGEORGE BUNDY
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subjectf Letter to the President, dated
October 23, from Chairman

Khrushchev
There is enclosed for the White House files
the original with official translation of Chair-
man Khrushchev's letter of October 23, 1962
addressed to President Kennedy. An informal
trangslation of the letter was contained in

Moscow's telegram No. 1042,

’-,j’,/f‘/;(.,r’/é’,f’ ok
William H. Brubeck
Executive Secretary

Enclosures!

As sgtated,

SFPEREF Enclosures

DECLASSIFIED - -
SR

EO. 11652, S&Y. 3(E) and 5(0) of E)
.ms\,}&nNARS. o-tcilmj.’lb(



L5969
7-85/1-94
Rnssian

. 3 Il +
! v . S . s R e o CGEEEE
. B - SN § \ ,~.‘ o . t

[Emboased Seal of the ussn] o |
Hoacow, October 23, 1962
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Mr. President: - ‘

I have just received your letter, and have also acqnainted nwself
wlith the text of your speech of October 22 regarding Cubl.

I st say frankly that the measures indicated in your statement
constitute a serious threat to peace and to the security of nations. The
United States has openly taken the path of grossly violating the United
Nations Charter, the path of violating internationzl norms of freedom of
navigation on the high sees, the path of aggressive actions both against
Cuba and against the Soviet Union.

The statement bty the Government of the United States of America can
only be regarded as undisguised interference in the internal affairs of
the Republic of Cuba, the Soviet Union and other states. The Unlted
Nations Charter and international norms give no right to any state to
institute in international waters the inspection of vessels bound for
the shores of the Republic of Cuba,

And naturally, neither can we recognize the right of the United
States to establish control over armaments which are necessary for the
Republic of Cuba to strengthen 1ts defense capability.

We reaffirm that the armaments which are in Cuba, regardless of the |
clasgification to which they may belong, are intended solely for defensive
purposes in order to secure the Republic of Cuba against the attack of an

8gEressor,
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I hope that the United States Government will displsy wisdom and
renounce the actions pursued by yor, which xay lead to catastrophic

.t
‘

consequences for world peace. _ B SN
The viewpoint of the Soviet Government with regard to your statement
of October 22 is set forth in a Statement of the Soviet Governrnent, which
ie being transmitted to you through Imvzlmb“ﬁ?;_?& at Moscow, =
T 'lm[‘.s] N. Khrushchev
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Scar Mr. Chairman:

I have received your letter of Cctober twenty-third., I think
you will recognize that the step which started the eurrent chain |
of events was the sction of your Covernment in secxetly furaish-
ing Janw-;wang":t:s ileg to Cuba. Ve will be dlscussiay this
v .tter in the Sucurity Council. Ian the meantime, T ar: coacerned
cat we becth shou prudence and do nothing to 2llow events to
ozke the sitvztion more difficult to coqt*ol thar it a2lreziyv is,
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moscow nomzsric sznvxcs IN‘Russngwi§zz'z4‘0cr 6
N RSE s i 23 ‘:..;;;;'.‘v\ﬁ.

\ \n

WITH THE ABGRES“IVE ACTIONS ON THE PART OF THE UNITED STATES, WHICH

| ! %
'/ 1 '.L ot
\1';' ‘_

PLACE THE WORLD ON THE VERGE OF A UAR. ONE CAN WELL UNDERSTAND

," \,)

~“

YOUR WORRY AND ANXIETY. .I UISH TO ASSURE YOU THAT THE SOVIET

eovr.mm:m WILL NOT MAKE ANY RASH m»:cxsxons; VILL NOT = =
LET ITSELF BE PROVOKED BY THE UNJUSTIFIED ACTION ON THE PART i
OF THE UNITED STATES; AND VILL DO nomms IN ORDER T0 ELIFINATE '

THE SITUATION, FRAUGKT VITH IRREPARABLE consmuznczs. ; wmcn HAS

ARISEN 1IN CONI\ECTION ¥ITH THE AGGRESSIVE ACTIONS OF THE UNITED

STATES. VE WILL DO EVERYTHING IN OUR POVER TO PREVENT THE LAUNCHING

OF A WAR k’E ARE FULLY AWARE OF THE FACT THAT SHOULD SUCH A WAR BE
LAUNCHED, IT WILL BE FROM ITS FIRST HOUR A THERMONUCLEAR UORLD ‘

‘I V"' &.

CLEAR TO T}{E u. 7 GOVERNMENT. ___.wmcn ﬂAs CAqsr:D THE cmsxs.

THEY SAY THAT mz AMERICAN GOVERNMENT HAS CHOSEN nus RASH PATH SR

VAR, THIS 1s ABSOLUTELY CLEAR TO Us. BUT APPARENTLY IT1s NOT RS

NOT ONLY BECAUSE OF ITS HATRED OF THE CUBAN PEOPLE AND
ITS GOVERNMENT. BUT ALSO BECAUSE OF THE ELECTION CANPAIQ
CONSIDERATIONS AND IN THE HEAT OF THE INTERPARTY ELECTORAL
CAGITATION). s | ~ : _ .
BUT THIS IS MADNESS WHICH KAY LEAD THE WORLD 10 A CATASTROPHE
OF A ‘I‘HERMONUCLEAR wAR. THE PEOPLE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE POLICY oF
THE UNITED STATES oueHT TO THINK OF‘ 'mr_ CGNSEQUENCES ‘mEIR RASH

ACTIONS LEAD TO, qHCULD A THERMONUCLEAR W\R BE UNLEASHED.

whdilin il



?~= (CONCLUDING TEXT) T BEG YOU, W RUSSFLL, TO UNDERSTAND UR

' POSTTION AYD DUR ACTIONS. VWHILE UNDERSTANDING THE ENTIRE .

COMPLICATION OF THE SITUATION CAUSED BY THE PIRATE ACTION. ON H i

PART OF THE (. S. GOVERNMENT, WE CANNOT ACCEPT IT IN ANY CFORM. A

SHOULD WE ENCOURAGE PIRACY AND BANDITISM IN RELATIONS. AMONG:,STATES 4%

IT WILL NOT HELP TO STRENGTHEN THE NCRNS OF INTERNATIONAL: LAY, “AND

.CONSEQUENTLY OF LAW AND ORDER UPCN -WHICH NORMAL RELATIONS ARE.BUILT,

BOTH AMONG 'STATES AND AYONCG PECPLES. THEREFORE, SKOULD THE U.Su!7
COVERNMENT GROSSLY DISREGARD AND VIOLATE INTERNATIONAL RIGHTS; " /'t
SHCULD IT NOT FOLLOW THE APPEALS OF COFMONSENSE IN ITS ACTIONS,: ' T
THEN TRE SITUATION MAY BECOME EXTREMELY ACUTE AND GET OUT OF . W
CONTROL. AND THIS. MAY GROW INTO A WORLD WAR WITH ALL THE SAD

CONSEQUENCES FOR THE PEOPLES OF ALL COUNTRIES.

THAT IS WY EFFORT IS NOW REGUIRED NOT ONLY ON THE PART OF I .
THE SOVIET ANION, THE SOCIALIST COUNTRIES, AND CUBA, WHICH = i<
HAS BECOME THE MAIN FOCUS ON WHICH THE WORLD CRISIS IS CONCENTRATED. . -
{ EFFORT IS ALSO ESSENTIAL ON THE PART OF ALL THE STATES, ALL PECPLES
| AYD ALL CLASSES, IN ORDER TO AVERT THE WAR CATAS?ROPHE.

1 FOR SHOULD THIS CATASTRCPHE OCCUR, IT WILL BRING EXTREMELY GRQVE {
CONSEQUENCES TO MAMKIND; IT WILL NOT SPARE EITHER THE RIGHT GR THE

© LEFT; IT WILL NOT SPARE EITHER THCSE WHC FIGHT FGOR TKE CAUCE CF .

+  PEACE OR THOSp WHO WISH TO RL“AIN ALCOF,

o e

I WISH TC SAY ONGE AGAIN: WE WILL DO EVERYTHING POSSITLE TO
PREVENT SUCH A CATASTROPHE. BUT ONE FUST KEEP IN NIND THAT OUR . "'
EFFORTS MAY NOT PRCVE SUFFICIENT. FOR CUR EFFORTS AND OUR - e, b
POSSIBILITIES ARE THE EFFORTS AMND POSSIBILITIES OF ONE SIDE onlLy.
SHOULD THE .AMERICAN GOVERNMENT CARRY OUT THE PROGRAM .OF PIRATE
ACTION PLANNED BY IT, THEN IN DEFENSE OF OUR RIGHTS AND OF THE.
| INTERNATJONALI RIGHTS WHICH ARE RECORDED IN!THE INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS
AD EXPRESSED'IN THE U.N. CHARTER, WE SHALL OF .COURSE BE OBLIGEDY _
TO N AKE USE OF: THE MEANS OF DEFENSE AGAINST THE AGGRESSOR. n
©WE HAVE NO CTHER VAY OUT. i+ = S |
: ' x
{

t &

. IT 1S .WELL- KNO\N THAT SKOULD CkE TRY TO APFEASE A BANDIT EY , :
FIRST GIVING HIM ONE'S PURSE, THEN ONE'S c0a7, &ND SC ®CRTH, KE WILL - |
NOT BECOME ANY XINDER, AND WILL NOT GIVE UP RCERERY. CN THE
CONTRARY, HE WILL BECONrE INCREASINCLY BOLDER. THAT IS WHY ONE MUST
STOP.THE BANDIT, SO AS TC PREVENT THE LAW OF THE JUNGLE FROM
.SECONING A LAW og RELATIONS BETWEEN CIVILIZED PLOPLE AND STATES.n

THE SOVIET GOVERVNENT BELIEVES THAT THE U.S. COVERNNENT MUST
SHOW RESTRAINT AND KALT THE REALIZATION OF ITS PIRATE THREATS, |
FRAUGHT WITH THE ¥OST SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES. THE QUESTION OF ° : o
WAR AND PEACE IS SO VITALLY IMPORTANT THAT WE WCULD DEEM-IT EXPEDIENT La,
TO HAVE A MEETING AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL, TO DISCUSS ALL THE QUESTIONS: =, #ait
~ WHICK HAVE ARISEN, TO DO EVERYTHING IN ORDER TO REMOVE THE THREAT ~/['.i
“A OF A TH‘W“ONUCLEAR WAR. UNTIL THE ROCKET AND NUCLEAR WEAPONS ok Gy

a W T e e e ST TURE G TRMTAT W e e W W A Ve e e e R Y e a—
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FOLLOWING. 1S EMBASSY!'S TRANSLATION LETTER FROM KHRUSHCHEY
TO PRESIDENT RECEIVED BY MESSENGER FROM FOREIGN OFF ICE AT
11:30 PM MoSCOW TIME,

BEGIN TEXT ' ;

DEAR MR PRESIDENT:
| HAVE. RECEIVED YOUR LETTER OF OCTOBER 23, FAMILIARIZED MYSELF
WITH IT AND AM ANSWERING YOU,

IMAGINE, MR PRESIDENT, THAT WE HAD POSED TO YOU THOSE ULTIMATIVE i
CONDITIONS WHICH YOU HAVE POSED TO US BY YOUR ACTION. HOW .
WOULD YOU HAVE REACTED TO THIS? | THINK THAT YOU WOULD -HAVE - !
BEEN INDIGNANT AT SUCH A STEP ON OUR PART., AND THAT WOULD HAVE

BEEN COMPREHENSIBLE TO US,

HAVING POSED THESE CONDITIONS TO US, YOU, MR PRESIDENT, HAVE
CHALLENGED US, WHO ASKED YOU TO DO THIS? BY WHAT RIGHT HAVE

YOU DONE THIS? OUR RELATIONS WITH THE REPUBLIC OF CUBA, LIKE.
OUR RELATIONS WITH OTHER STATES, REGARDLESS OF WHAT SORT OF STATE
IT MAY BE, CONCERN ONLY THE TWO COUNTRIES BETWEEN WHICH THOSE

i . RELATIONS EX{ST. AND IF ONE IS REALLY GOING TO TALK ABOUT

DECLASSIFIED ~
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SEGRET
-2= 1070, OCTOBER 25, 2 AM FROM MOSCOW

A QUARANTINE, REFERRED TO IN YOUR LETTER, 1T CAN BE ESTABLISHED,
ACCORDING TO ACCEPTED..INTERNATIONAL PRACTICE, ONLY BY THE ‘
AGREEMENT OF STATES BETWEEN THEMSELVES, AND NOT BY ANY SORT OF
THIRD -PARTY, THERE EXIST, FOR EXAMPLE, QUARANTINES ON :
AGRICULTURAL GOODS AND- PRODUCTS., BUT IN THE CASE AT.HAND, THE
QUESTION- IS IN NO WAY ONE OF QUARANTINE, BUT.RATHER OF FAR MORE
SERIOUS THINGS, AND YOU YOURSELF UNDERSTAND THIS.

YOU; MR PRESIDENT, ARE.NOT DECLARING QUARANTINES, BUT. ADVANCING
AN ULTIMATUM AND THREATENING THAT UNLESS WE SUBORDINATE
OURSELVES TO YOUR DEMANDS, YOU WILL USE FORCE. CONSIDER WHAT
YOU- ARE- SAYING! - AND YOU WISH TO CONVINCE ME TO AGREE TO THIS!
WHAT .DOES AGREEMENT WITH SUCH DEMANDS MEAN? THIS WOULD MEAN
TO-GUIDE ONESELF. IN ONE'S RELATIONS WITH OTHER COUNTRIES

NOT BY REASON BUT TO INDULGE ARBITRARINESS. -YOU ARE NO LONGER
APPEALING TO REASON, BUT WISH TO INTIMIDATE US,

AND, MR PRESIDENT, | CANNOT AGREE WITH THIS AND THINK THAT IN
YOUR HEART YOU RECOGNIZE THAT | AM CORRECT. | AM CONVINCED

- THAT IN MY PLACE YOU WOULD ACT THE SAME WAY.

REFERENCE TO THE DECISION OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

CANNOT IN ANY WAY SUBSTANTIATE THE DEMANDS NOW ADVANCED BY THE
UNITED- STATES. THIS ORGANIZATION HAS ABSOLUTELY NO AUTHORITY OR
BASIS TO MAKE DECISIONS LIKE THAT OF WHICH YOU SPEAK IN YOUR
LETTER,

CONBEQUENTLY, WE DO NOT RECOGNIZE THESE DECISIONS.TINTERNATJONAL

LAW EXISTS, GENERALLY RECOGNIZED NORMS OF CONDUCT EXIST..

WE FIRMLY SUPPORT THE PRINCIPLES OF INTERNATIONAL LAW, STRICTLY:
OBSERVE THE NORMS REGULATING NAVIGATION ON THE HIGH SEAS AND

IN INTERNAT IONAL WATERS. WE OBSERVE THESE NORMS AND ENJOY

THE RIGHTS RECOGNIZED BY ALL STATES.,

YOU WISH TO COMPEL US TO RENOUNCE THE RIGHTS THAT EVERY
SOVEREIGN STATE ENJOYS, YOU ARE ATTEMPTING TO LEGISLATE IN
QUESTIONS OF INTERNATIONAL LAW, YOU ARE TRAMPLING UPON THE

SECRET
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-3- 1070, OCTOBER 25, 2 AM FROM MOSCOW

GENERALLY. ACCEPTED- NORMS OF THIS LAW, AND ALL -THIS NOT ONLY

OUT OF HATRED FOR THE.CUBAN PEOPLE AND ITS GOVERNMENT, BUT. ALSO "
AS A RESULT OF CONSIDERATIONS OF THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN IN THE
USA. -WHAT MORALITY, WHAT. LAW CAN.JUSTIFY SUCH AN APPROACH

BY THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT TO INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS?- !YOU "~
CANNOT FIND SUCH A MORALITY -AND SUCH. A LAW, BECAUSE THE -ACTIONS:.
OF THE USA-WITH.REGARD TO CUBA ARE. OUTRIGHT .BANDITRY,. OR, -

IF YOU LIKE, THE FOLLY OF DEGENERATE IMPERIALISM, UNFORTUNATELY,
THE PEOPLES OF ALL COUNTRIES, AND AT LEAST OF ALL THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE, CAN. SUFFER GRAVELY FROM-SUCH FOLLY, SINCE THE MSA

HAS FULLY.LOST ITS FORMER INACCESSABILITY' WITH THE ADVENT

OF CONTEMPORARY TYPES OF ARMAMENT,

CONSEQUENTLY, MR. PRESIDENT, IF YOU COOLY WEIGH THE-SITUATION
WH I CH ‘HAS DEVELOPED, NOT GIVING WAY TO PASSJONS, THEN YOU .
WILL UNDERSTAND THAT THE SOVIET UNION CANNOT FAIL TO REJECT

THE ARBITRARY DEMANDS. OF THE USA. WHEN YOU CONFRONT US WITH
SUCH. CONDITIONS, TRY TO PUT. YOURSELF IN OUR SITUATION AND THINK
HOW. THE USA WOULD REACT TO THESE CONDITIONS. |.DO NOT DOUBT
THAT IF SOMEONE HAD ATTEMPTED TO DICTATE CONDITIONS OF THIS .
SORT TO YOU, THE USA, YOU WOULD HAVE REJECTED SUCH AN ATTEMPT.
AND WE ALSO SAY -- NO,

THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT CONS{DERS "THAT VIOLATION ‘OF FREEDOM OF

THE USE OF INTERNATIONAL WATERS AND INTERNATIONAL AIR SPACE

[S AN ACT OF AGGRESSION, PUSHING MANKIND TOWARDS THE ABYSS

OF A WORLD MISSILE~NUCLEAR WAR, CONSEQUENTLY, THE SOVIET
GOVERNMENT CANNDT GIVE INSTRUCTIONS TO THE CAPTAINS OF SOVIET
VESSELS BOUND FOR CUBA TO OBSERVE THE INSTRUCTIONS OF THE .
AMER ICAN- NAVAL FORCES 'BLOCKADING: THAT ISLAND, YOUR INSTRUCTIONS
TO SOVIET MARINERS ARE STRICTLY TO OBSERVE THE GENERALLY
RECOGNIZED NORMS OF NAVIGATION IN INTERNATIONAL WATERS AND

NOT TO RETREAT- FROM THEM BY EVEN ONE STEP. AND |F THE AMERICAN
SIDE VIOLATES THESE RULES, IT MUST REALIZE WHAT SORT OF
RESPONSIBILITY WILL REST ON IT IN THAT CASE. OF COURSE,

WE SHALL NOT BE SIMPLY OBSERVERS OF PIRATICAL ACTIONS OF

BERER
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| SECRES

-4~ 1070, OCTOBER 25, 2 AM FROM MOSCOW

AMERICAN SHIPS- ON THE- H¥GH-SEAS, WE WILL-THEN BE FORCED
FOR OUR PART TO TAKE THE MEASURES WHICH WE DEEM NECESSARY

AND . ADEQUATE- IN ORDER TO PROTECT OUR RIGHTS. FOR THIS WE
HAVE ALL THAT IS NECESSARY, i

RESPECTFULLY YOURS,

/5/ Ne KHRUSHCHEV

KOHLER

GDW

NOTE: RELAYED.TO-CIA, WHITE HOUSE, SECRETARY MCNAMARA. AND
CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT.CHIEFS OF STAFF, TREASURY AND JUSTICE
DEPARTMENT 10/24/62 PER SS.

NOTE: ADVANCE COPIES TO SS 10/2k4/62 CWO-M.
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FOLLOWING- IS EMBASSY!S TRANSLATION LETTER FROM KHRUSHCHEY
TO PRESIDENT RECEIVED BY MESSENGER FROM FOREIGN OFFICE AT
11:30 PM MOSCOW TIME,

BEGIN TEXT
DEAR MR PRESIDENT:

| HAVE RECEIVED YOUR LETTER OF OCTOBER 23, FAMILIARIZED MYSELF
WITH IT AND AM ANSWERING YOU,

IMAGINE, MR PRESIDENT, THAT WE HAD POSED TO YOU THOSE ULTIMATIVE
CONDITIONS WHICH YOU HAVE POSED TO US BY YOUR ACTION, HOW

WOULD YOU HAVE REACTED TO THIS? | THINK THAT YOU WOULD HAVE
BEEN INDIGNANT AT SUCH A STEP ON OUR PART. AND THAT WOULD HAVE
BEEN COMPREHENSIBLE TO US,

HAVING POSED THESE CONDITIONS TO US, YOU, MR PRESIDENT, HAVE.
CHALLENGED US. WHO ASKED YOU TO DO THIS? BY WHAT RIGHT HAVE
YOU DONE THIS? OUR RELATIONS WITH THE REPUBLIC OF CUBA, LIKE.
OUR RELATIONS WITH OTHER STATES, REGARDLESS OF WHAT SORT OF STATE
IT MAY BE, CONCERN ONLY THE TWO COUNTRIES BETWEEN WHICH THOSE

F . RELATIONS EXIST. AND IF ONE IS REALLY GOING TO TALK ABOUT
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-2- 1070, OCTOBER 25, 2 AM FROM MOSCOW

A QUARANTINE REFERRED TO. IN YOUR LETTER IT CAN BE ESTABLISHED,
ACCORDING TO ACCEPTED.NTERNAT IONAL PRACTICE, ONLY BY THE
AGREEMENT. OF STATES.BETWEEN. THEMSELVES, AND NOT BY ANY SORT.OF -
THIRD -PARTY, THERE EXIST, FOR EXAMPLE, QUARANTINES ON
AGRICULTURAL GOODS AND PRODUCTS. BUT IN THE CASE AT.HAND, THE
QUESTION. IS IN NO WAY ONE OF QUARANTINE, BUT-RATHER OF FAR MORE
SERIOUS THINGS, AND YOU YOURSELF UNDERSTAND THIS.

YOU, MR PRESIDENT, ARE NOT DECLARING QUARANTINES, BUT ADVANCING
AN ULTIMATUM AND THREATENING THAT UNLESS WE SUBORD INATE
OURSELVES TO YOUR DEMANDS, YOU.WILL USE FORCE. CONSIDER WHAT
YOU. ARE- SAYINGY AND YOU WISH TO CONVINCE ME TO AGREE TO THISI
WHAT .DOES AGREEMENT WITH SUCH DEMANDS MEAN? THIS -WOULD MEAN
TO-GUIDE ONESELF- IN ONE'S RELATIONS WITH OTHER- COUNTRIES

NOT-BY REASON BUT TO INDULGE ARBITRARINESS, -YOU ARE NO LONGER

-. APPEALING TO REASON, BUT WISH TO INTIMIDATE US.

AND, MR PRESIDENT, | CANNOT AGREE WITH THIS AND THINK THAT IN
YOUR HEART YOU RECOGNIZE THAT | AM CORRECT. | AM CONVINCED

- THAT IN MY PLACE YOU WOULD ACT THE SAME WAY,

REFERENCE TO THE DECISION OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES
CANNOT IN ANY WAY SUBSTANTIATE THE DEMANDS NOW ADVANCED BY THE
UNITED.- STATES, THIS ORGANIZATION HAS ABSOLUTELY NO AUTHORITY OR
BASIS TO MAKE DECISIONS LIKE THAT OF WHICH YOU SPEAK IN YOUR
LETTER.

CONBEQUENTLY, WE DO NOT RECOGNIZE THESE DECISIONS, 'INTERNATJONAL
LAW EXISTS, GENERALLY RECOGNIZED NORMS OF CONDUCT EXIST.. .
WE FIRMLY SUPPORT THE PRINCIPLES OF INTERNATIONAL LAW, STRICTLY
OBSERVE THE NORMS REGULATING NAVIGATION ON THE HIGH SEAS AND

IN INTERNAT IONAL WATERS. WE OBSERVE THESE NORMS AND ENJOY

THE RIGHTS RECOGNIZED BY ALL STATES. .

YOU WISH TO- COMPEL US TO RENOUNCE THE "RIGHTS THAT EVERY
SOVEREIGN STATE ENJOYS, YOU ARE ATTEMPTING TO LEGISLATE IN
QUESTIONS OF INTERNAT |ONAL LAW, YOU ARE TRAMPLING UPON THE

SEERES
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-3- 1070, OCTOBER 25, 2 AM FROM MOSCOW

b

GENERALLY ACCEPTED- NORMS OF THIS LAW. AND ALL -THIS NOT ONLY

OUT OF HATRED FOR THE.-CUBAN PEOPLE AND ITS GOVERNMENT, BUT. ALSO
AS A RESULT OF CONSIDERATIONS OF THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN IN THE
USA. WHAT MORALITY, WHAT LAW CAN JUSTIFY SUCH AN APPROACH

BY THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT TO INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS?. .YOU ©
CANNOT FIND SUCH A MORALITY AND SUCH. A LAW, BECAUSE THE -ACTIONS:.
OF THE USA-WITH.REGARD TO CUBA ARE OUTRIGHT BANDITRY, OR, -

IF YOU LIKE, THE FOLLY OF DEGENERATE IMPERIALISM. UNFORTUNATELY,
THE PEOPLES OF ALL COUNTRIES, AND AT LEAST OF ALL THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE, CAN. SUFFER GRAVELY FROM.SUCH FOLLY, SINCE THE USA

HAS FULLY-LOST ITS FORMER INACCESSABILITY WITH THE ADVENT

OF CONTEMPORARY TYPES OF ARMAMENT,

CONSEQUENTLY, MR, PRESIDENT, IF YOU COOLY WEIGH THE-SITUATION
WHICH -HAS DEVELOPED, NOT GIVING WAY TO PASSIONS, THEN YOU .
WILL UNDERSTAND THAT THE SOVIET UNION CANNOT FAIL TO REJECT

THE ARBITRARY DEMANDS. OF THE USA. WHEN YOU CONFRONT US WITH
SUCH. CONDITIONS, TRY TO PUT YOURSELF IN OUR SITUATION AND THINK
HOW, THE USA WOULD REACT TO THESE CONDITIONS. | DO NOT DOUBT
THAT IF SOMEONE HAD ATTEMPTED TO DICTATE CONDITIONS OF THIS -
SORT TO YOU, THE USA, YOU WOULD HAVE REJECTED SUCH AN ATTEMPT,
‘AND WE ALSO SAY -- NO.

THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT CONS IDERS "THAT VIOLATION ‘OF FREEDOM OF
THE USE OF INTERNATIONAL WATERS AND [INTERNATIONAL. AIR SPACE

IS AN ACT OF AGGRESSION, PUSHING MANKIND TOWARDS THE ABYSS

OF A WORLD MISSILE-NUCLEAR WAR, CONSEQUENTLY, THE SOVIET
GOVERNMENT CANNDT GIVE INSTRUCTIONS TO THE CAPTAINS OF SOVIET
VESSELS BOUND FOR CUBA TO OBSERVE THE INSTRUCTIONS OF THE
AMERICAN NAVAL FORCES '‘BLOCKADING: THAT ISLAND, YOUR INSTRUCTIONS
TO SOVIET MARINERS ARE STRICTLY TO OBSERVE THE GENERALLY
RECOGNIZED NORMS OF NAVIGATION IN INTERNATIONAL WATERS AND

NOT TO RETREAT FROM THEM BY EVEN ONE STEP. AND IF THE AMERICAN
SIDE VIOLATES THESE RULES, IT MUST REALIZE WHAT SORT OF
RESPONSIBILITY WILL REST ON IT IN THAT CASE. OF COURSE,

WE SHALL NOT BE SIMPLY OBSERVERS OF PIRATICAL -ACTIONS OF
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-4~ 1070, OCTOBER 25, 2" AM FROM MOSCOW

AMERICAN SHIPS ON THE-HIGH-SEAS., WE WILL-THEN BE FORCED

FOR OUR PART TO TAKE THE MEASURES- WHICH WE DEEM NECESSARY

AND - ADEQUATE- IN ORDER TO PROTECT OUR RIGHTS. FOR THIS WE
HAVE ALL THAT IS NECESSARY.

RESPECTFULLY YOURS,
/5/ N. KHRUSHCHEV

KOHLER
GDW
NOTE: RELAYED-TO-CIA, WHITE HOUSE, SECRETARY MCNAMARA AND
CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT.CHIEFS OF STAFF, TREASURY AND JUSTICE
DEPARTMENT 10/2k4/62 PER SS.

NOTE: ADVANCE COPIES TO SS 10/2k4 /62 CwWO-M,
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-LOWING IS EHBASSY'S TRANSLATION LETTER FRON KHRUSHCHEV
PRESIDENT RECEIVED BY MESSENGER FROM FOREIGN OFFICE AT
‘39 P, M, MOSCOV TINE.

IN TEXT | . ‘ /

R MR PRESIDENT:
i

AVE RECEIVED YOUR LETTER OF OCTOBER 23, FAMILIARIZED MYSELF i

I
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B ou HAVI POS!D TO 08 BY YO‘HR ACTI Qh HW

4 A_w m%my_t ‘mcm ro 7’".3,_’ 1 THINK 'nm YOU ¥OULD HAVE

,,,,,,

BELN THDIGNANT AT SUCK A srtp" o' oua PART. mo AT vaaw rm' ‘

e.~..~}"‘4 I3 XUYE s
_. ir lu
U dr g

thu cmpnzrmuéisu 'ro us. F

;ugvxua POSED rn:st connzr:oas ro us. you, uR PRESIDENT, HAVt_g;
<CHALLEuG£D us. vno Asxto YOU TO DO THIS? av WHAT RIGHT HAVE You
'nonn THIS? oun RELArIons v17u ruz REPUBLIC - cusA, LIKE OUR
RELATIONS vxru orusn sr;r:s. REGARDLESS or WHAT sonr OFMSTAfE b ‘??2~{f5*j'*
IT HAY BB!. concsnn oqu THE rvo counrnx:s BETVEEN vuxcn rnosa g
RELATIONS zxxsr., AND IF ONE IS REALLY eoxna T0 TALK Asoux

A QUARANTINE. REFERRED 10 xu YOUR LETTER, IT CAN BE ESTABLISHED. | m
ACCORDING TO ACCEPTED INTERNATIONAL PRACTICE, ONLY BY THE: - %; :ﬁ B
AGREEHENT OF STATES BETVEEN THEMSELVES, AND NOT BY ANY SORT 0? | | ",‘ :
THIRD PARTY. THERE EXIST, FOR EXAMPLE, QUARANTINES ON s
AGRICULTURAL GOODS AND PRODUCTS. BUT IN THE CASE AT HAND, THE . ' N
QUESTION IS IN NO WAY ONE OF QUARANTINE, BUT RATHER OF FAR M ORE L
SERIOUS THINGS, AND YOU vounser unnznsrguo ™IS,

You, ®R ansxnsnr. ARE NoT DECLARING QUARANTINES, Bu4 ADVANCING ]
" ULTINATUM AND THREATENING THAT UNLESS VE SUBORDINATE 'ff“fff;],}‘ , |

LRSELVES TO YOUR DEMANDS, You VILL usz FORCE, CONSIDER VHAT - 7;7af£;m@3;

0y ARE SAYING! AND YOU WISK TO CONVINCE NE TO AGREE TO mst R

/HAT DOES AGREEMENT WITH SUCH DEMANDS MEAN? THIS WOULD MEAN |

‘0 GUIDE ONESELF IN ONE'S RELATIONS WITH OTHER COUNTRIES

/OT BY REASON BUT TO INDULGE ARBITRARINESS. YOU ARE NO LONGER

PPEALING O REASDR, BUT JISH 70 SUTIIDATE Y8y s o St

e s i
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0, MR PRESIDENT. T CANNOT AGREE wxrn rxxs AND rntnx THAT whl
OUR HEART You choeuxzz THAT x AH connzcr. 1 convxnczn $3
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rAxt ozmxsxous mz"‘mu o wICcK You srm w voux LETTER,

:gwg;wmt;r, 'E‘??,"?E lnnc'oeg:’xlzg rum om:sst’.‘ ¥ ’_.1 NTERN
_uw msrrs, GENERALLY nmoamzr.o NORMS o cmmcr msr.
vE anu surponr THE mucxru:s or INTERNATIONAL LAV, sth:_ctu
oassnvz THE NORHS m:em.mne ngvmmou ON THE HIGH séAs Aﬁb
IN mrmmnmu nrsns. VE oés'snvz THESE NORNS AND ENJOY

THE menrs m:coemzso av ALL srm:s. U , '5. il

»;l
- !

YOU VISH TO conpm. us 10 Rsnwut:t rus Rrems THAT m:m |
SOVEREIGN snm ENJOYS, YOU ARE ATTENPTING ro LEGISLATE m
QUESTIONS OF INTERNATIONAL LAV, YOU ARE TRAMPLING UPON THE
GENERALLY ACCEPTED NORMS OF THIS LAV, AND ALL THIS NOT ONLY
OUT OF HATRED FOR THE CUBAN PEOPLE AND ITS GOVERNMENT, BUT ALSO
AS A RESULT OF CONSIDERATIONS OF THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN IN THE
USAe  VHAT uommv, VHAT LAV, cm JUSTIFY SUCH AN APPROACH.

BY THE mmrcm ewm:&mr 10 mrsnnmmm. AFFAIRS?. YOU.
SANNOT FIND SUCH A MORALITY AND SUCH' A LAV, BECAUSE rm: ACTI o | {
OF THE USA wx\rn REGARD 10 cusA ARE QUTRIGHT BANDITRY, OR, ~ "~ "' To. |
F YOU LIKE, THE FOLLY OF DEGENERATE mrsﬁuusu. uuroamu.«rfl.v.‘;,-f"',.\_,":4';:..; VR,
'WE PEOPLES OF ALL cdunmxzs. AND NOT LEAST OF ALL THE AMERICAN © +" %
EOPLE ITSELF, CAN SUFFER GRAVELY FRON SUCH FOLLY, SINCE THE USA -

(AS FUWLY LOST ITS FORMER INACCESSABILITY VITH TNE ADVENT LAl mE s,

F CONTENPORARY TYPES OF ARMAMENT. | S R S Rl

- LoD i Lndhs i, vty ot s

onsmumn.v. MR. PRESIDENT, IF vou coour vman rus snunmu
1ICH NAS nzvm.opzn. NOT exvme \iAY ro PAssIons. 'msn YOU '
ILL unm:nsrmo rrm 'THE sovn:r uuxou CANNOT rm. 10 m:ar:cr

'\SL‘ e
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N‘?‘l",f“"““ cmnor arv: ms_raucn ogg bjrq THE cump Ja: swf"
. VESSELS awnn roa cuBA 10 ossmv: THE msmucnms OF THE
Mmc}m‘ NAVAL FORCES, m.ocxwme THAT ISLAND, oun msrmicnous
10 SOVIET nmnm ARE STRICTLY ro OBSERVE THE GENERALLY =, v
'nzcoamzm NCRMS OF NAvmmou w INTERNATIONAL VATERS. mn R
‘l_nor T0 RETREAT FRO!! THEM BY m:a om: sn:r. AND. Ir m: AHERICAN _;';;_x\-:‘-.f ST
'smz VIOLATES THESE RULES, e nusr REALIZE WHAT SORT o )
RESPONSIBILITY VILL REST ON xr IN THAT CASE. OF counss, _;"-J'A-»?'j_i*”féj.h
WE SHALL NOT BE SINPLY OBSERVERS OF PIRATICAL ACTIONS OF = @ "0
AMERICAN SHIPS ON THE HIGH SEAS. VE WILL THEN BE FORCED |

TOR OUR PART TO TAKE THE MEASURES WHICH WE DEEM NECESSARY {
AND ADEQUATE IN ORDER TO PROTECT OUR RIGHTS. FOR THIS 'g' '
JUAVE ALL THAT IS NECESSARY, , L ‘

. T \ . ) / , £ ot Moo A .

ESPECTFULLY YOURSe = . .o o -a;;_{“?;rjﬁ;,“ FeLT L
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.FOLLOHING IS EMBASSY'S TRANSLATION LETTER FRON KHRUSHCHEV
TO PRESIDENT RECEIVED BY MESSENGER FRON FOREIGN OFFICE AT

Ay

11438 P. M, MOSCOW TIME,
BEGIN TEXT, . . R

DEAR MR PRESIDENTS
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HAGINE, MR PRESIDENT, f’\r VE HAD PGSED T0 YOU rur‘\ ULTIHAT!VI .;1“i3“7
conozrlovs vnxcn vou uAv: [POSED TO US BY YOUR Acrxou. How -~ . ° ¥ '“"f
vouLp You HAVE R;Aprzn ro THIS? I THINK THAT YOU VOULD HAVE Lo g, b
" BEEN xnnlaNAﬁr AT SUCH A srsp ou oun PART. AND THAT WOULD HAVE %"/
:jazzn compnxuznsxans TO us.. P ; -:-':"j,;(;¢;,35;¢ ;;A;_\;:§;f ;gl;,ﬁ,
HAVING POSED THESE conoxr:ons 10 us, vou, MR PRESIDENT, HAVE . R gd .
CHALLENGED U, WHO Asxzn vou TO DO THIS? BY WHAT RIGHT HAVE YOU
fnons THIS? OUR RELATIONS vxru rnz REPUBLIC or cuaA, szs oun
RELATIONS WITH ‘OTHER STATES, REGARDLESS OF WHAT SORT OF STATE
1T EAY BBE, concan ONLY THE TWO counrRIEs BETWEEN WHICH THOSE
'RELATIOVS EXIST. AND IF ONE IS 'REALLY eoxne TO TALK ABOUT -

A QUARANTINE, REFERRED TO IN YOUR LETTER, IT CAN BE ESTABLISHED,
A“CORDING TO ACCEPTED INTERNATIONAL PRACTICE, ONLY BY THE
AGREEMENT OF STATES BETYEEN THEMSELVES, AND NOT BY ANY SORT OF
:THIRD PARTY._ THERE EXIST, FOR EXAnPLE, QUARANTINES ON -
AGRICULTURAL GOODS AND PRODUCTS. BUT IN THE CASE AT 'HAND, THE
QUESTION IS IN NO WAY ONE OF QUARANTINE, BUT RATHER OF FAR MORE
SERIOUS rkxwds; AND YOU YOURSELF UNDERSTAND :ﬁrs;, - S .
ST T L S
YOU, MR PRESIDENT; ARE NOT DECLARING QUARANTINES, BUT ADVANCING L
;AN ULTIMATUM AND THREATENING THAT UNLESS VE SUBORDINATE _

OURSELVES TO YOUR DEMANDS, YOU VILL USE FORCE, CONSIDER VHAT

'YOU ARE SAYING! AND You WISH TO CONVINCE ME TO AGREE TO THIS!.

.WHAT DOES AGREEMENT WITH SUCH DEMANDS MEAN? THIS ¥WOULD MEAN .
TO GUIDE ONESELF IN ONE*S RELATIONS WITH OTHER COUNTRIES - -
NOT BY REASON BUT TQ INDULGE ARBITRARINESS. YOU ARE NO LONGER

APPEALING TO REASON, BUT VISH TO Iurrmvarz USe . - ik 7 S e

NO, MR PRESIDENT, I CANNOT AGREE VITH THIS AND THINK THAT IN
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- TAKE DEEB!SIONS LIKE THAT OF UHICH YOU SPEAK IN YOUR LETTER.
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/zktnct 'ro mt m:cxsxj OF THE onemzmou o A }ucm srm:s
'Annom xn ANY VAY SUBSTANTIATE THE DEMANDS NOW ADVANCED BY ruz
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‘_'cousmumn.r, VE DO NOT RECOGNIZE THESE m:cxsxous. ) INTERNATI am.
1A EXISTTS, GENERALLY Rééoeuxzzn NORMS OF CONDUCT zx:sr. iy,
wE FIRHLY SUPPORT THE PRINCIPLES GF INTERNATI QAL LAw, srmcru |
Joassnvs THE NORMS REGULATING NAVIGATION O THE HIGH SEAS AND
;-j_m INTERNATIONAL vm:Rs. _' v: oasssz m:ss NORMS AND ENJOY

'ms menrs nscoemzsu BY L srm:s. B DR o

~/‘ )- ..
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YOU UISH TO COUPEL us TO RENOUNCE THE RIGHTS THAT EVERY .
SOVEREIGN STATE ENJOYS, YOU ARE ATTHﬂPTING TO LEGISLATE IN
QUESTIONS OF INTERNATIONAL LAY, YOU ARE TRAMPLING UPON THE
GENERALLY ACCEPTED NORMS OF THIS LAU. AND AEL THIS NOT ONLY

T OF HATRED FOR THE CUBAN PEOPLE AND 118 GOVERNMENT, BUT ALSO
AS A RESULT OF CONSIDERATIONS OF THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN IN THE

USAs WHAT ﬁoRAL'nY,- VHAT LAY CAN JUSTIFY SUCH AN APPROACH.
BY THE. ANERICAN eovznmmr ) INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS2. YOU

S CANNOT FIND SUCH A UORALITY AND SUCK A LAV, BECAUSE THE ACTIONS

. CONSEQUENTLY, NR. PRESIDENT, IF YOU COOLY VEIGH THE SITUATION
- UHICH HAS DEVELOPED, NOT GIVING HAY 10 PASSIONS. THEN YOU RN

aF THE USA UITH REGARD TO CUBA ARE OUTRIGHT BANDITRY, OR,

IF YOU LIKE, THE FOLLY OF DEGENERATE IMPERIALISH, UNF ORTUNATELY,

» L -

THE PEOPLES OF ALL couumn:s, AND NOT LEAST OF ALL THE AMERICAN = °

PEOPLE ITSELF, CAN SUFFER GRAVELY FROM SUCH FOLLY, SINCE THE USA
_ HAS FUWLY LOST ITS FORMER INACCESSABILITY WITH THE ADVENT
F commpomm TYPES OF ARMAMENT. I S

i . ) ; L 28
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UILL UNDERSTAND THAT THE SOVIET UNION CANNOT FAIL ToO nrvrnr

‘ 4
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UNITED STATES. THIS ORGANIZATION HAS ABSOLUTELY NO AUTHORITY OR BASIS TO
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rns dovxsr eovznunzur c )IDERS THAT VIOLATIUN oF 1 ‘Enon oF .
| ruz usz oF INTERNATIONAL VATERS AND INTERNATIONAL AIR SPACt
' 13 N 49’ OF AGGRESSION, PUSHING HANKIND rowARDs rnz ABYSB '
aﬁxi'§o§Ln NISSIiE-NUCLEAR VARy' CONSEQUENTLY. THE sbvxzr . ﬁgf;;;*?fjir“‘
, eovsnnnsnr CANNOT erv: Insraucrious T0 rus CAPTAINS o sovxzr RSPy

’j vzssst BOUND FOR CUBA ro oasznvs THE INSTRUCTIONS oF ruz RN
RAERICAN NAVAL Foncss, BLOCKADING THAT ISLAND., ovn INSTRUCTIONS R
TO SOVIET HARINERS ARE STRICTLY ro OBSERVE THE GENERALLY DR
\ RECOGNIZED NORHS OF NAVIGATION IN INTERNATIONAL VATERS mp R
NOT TO RETREAT FRON THEM BY EVEN ONE STEP, AND IF THE AnzniCAn | N

-

SIDE VIOLATES THESE RULES, IT HUST REALIZE WHAT SORT @

i

" RESPONSIBILITY my REST ON IT IN THAT CASE. OF COURSE,
VE SHALL NOT BE'.S.I'MPLY OBSERVERS OF PIRATICAL ACTIONS OF

NIERICAN SHIPS ON THE HIGH SEAS. VE WILL THEN BE FORCED

FOR OUR PART TO TAKE THE MEASURES WHICH VE DEEM NECESSARY

AND ADEQUATE IN ORDER TO PROTECT OUR RIGHTS, FOR THIS VE

"HAvs ALL THAT 1S NECESSARY. L \ | ‘

- v

'RESPECTFULLY YOURSe _ . o

/S N KHRUSHCHEV | ' .'} L WES BNLY
B'r ' 0 : - . =
25/0350Z
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THE BECRETARY OF STATK
WASHINGTON 24, D, G

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON

Bovezber 6, 1962

MEMORANDUN FOR NR. NcCEORGE BUNDY
THE WHITE HOUSE

Bubject; Iletter to the President
from Chairman Xhrushchev,
" dated October 2%, 1962

I sn enclosing herewith the signed originesl and an
official translation of Chairman Khrushchev's letter to
the Presfdent dated October 2k. A translation prepared
by the Embassy in Noscow was forvarded via Moscow's

mlesm No. 1070.

7.7 KeERS
Willism K. Brubeck
Bxecutive Secretary

Enclosures;

1. B8igned original of letter
to the Pregident from
Karushchev, dated October 2.

2. Officiel translation.

DECLASSIFIED

CROFET - EYES ONLY A e
£.0. 11652, Set~ 3(E) and 5(D) or (E)

: Bm;mzf_hmks, Date };}Qﬁj 7Y
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This, ~cument consists of____jt_____. '

(f’ : SEGRAY page'.', qg,.__i_of : coples,
Serlos .
’ L623hL
T-94/T-2l
Russian

“[Embossed Seal of the USSR]
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the USSR
Moscow, October 2L, 1962

Mr. Ambassadors |
Enclosed herevith is & letter from N. S. Khrushchev, Chairman of the
Council of Ministers of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, to John F.
Kennedy, President of the United States of America, '
It is requested that this letter be transmitted to the President
without delay.
Sincerely yours
[s] Smirnovsid

Officer in Charge of USA Bureau
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, USSR

Enclosurst Letter from the Chairman of the Council of Ministers of
the USSR to the President of the United States.

Mr. Foy D. Kohler,
Ambassador of the United States of America,

Moscow,

g r— - .
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[Bxbossed Seal of the USSR]

Dear Mr, Presidents - = .7 -y - oL s
I hava received your letter of October 23, have studied it, and am . -

- .
1Y N oyt et
‘ R A S STRE N

answsring you, Co T e e st R o
" .Just imagins, Mr. President, that we had presented you with.the condi-~-

PRt

[ P

tions af an ultimatum which you:nhave presented us by your action. How would
you have reacted to this? I think that you would have been indignant at
such & step on our part. And this would have been understandables to us.
+i7 0 In presenting us with these conditlons, you, Mr. President, have
flung ‘a challenge at us. Who asked you to do this? By what right did yom
do this? Our ties with the Republic of Cuba, like our relations with other
states, regardless of what kind of states they may be, concern only the
two countries batween which thess relations exist., And if we now spsak of
the quarantine £o which your letter refers, a quarantine may be established,
according to accepted international practice, only by agreement of states -
between themselves, and not by soms third party. Quarantines exist, for
example, ‘on agricultural goods and products. But in this case the question
is in no way one of quarantine, but rather  far mare serious things, and
you yourself understand this. .. S
You, Mr. President, are not declaring a quarantine, but rather are

setting forth an ultimatum and threatening that if we do not ‘give in to
your dernands you will use forge.:  Consider what you are saying! And you
wvant to parsuade ms to agree to this! -What would it mean to agree to these
demands? It would mean guiding oneself in one's relations with other
countries not by reason, but by submitting to arbitrariness. Yom are no
_longer appealing to reason, but wish to intimidate us.

7+~ Noy Mra President, I cannot agree to this, and I think that jn:your
own héart you recognize that I am correct. ' I am convinced that in my place

you would act the same way. = . : S - e



.p;z;u P
Organisation bas sbsolutely no suthority or basis for adopting deéiaionl
such ab»ihb'hnc‘iuﬁ'spéak of in your lettar.' Therefdfo;’ia*doinut reocognise
these decisions; Internatiénal law exists and wniversally recognized norms
of conduct exist. We firmly adhere to the principles of intarnational law
and obsefve strictly the norma which regulate navigation’ on the high sehs;:
in international waters. We observe these norms and enjoy7the“rig£tefbé*
recognized by all states, "

" You wish to compel tis to rencunce the rights that every sovereign
state’ enjoys, you are trying to legislaté in questions of international law,
and ‘you are §iblat1ng'thb universally accepted norms of that law.’ And you
are doing all this not only out of hatred for the Cuban people and its
government, but also becauss of considerations of the election canpaign in
the 6n1ted States. What morality, what law can justify such an approach by
the American Government to international affairs? No such morality or law
can be found, because the actions of the United States with regard to Cuba
constitute outright banditry or, if you like, the folly of degenerate
imperialism. Unfortunately, such folly can bring grave suffering to the
peoples of all countries, and to no lesser dégree to the American people
themselves, since the United States has completely lost its former isola-
tion with the advent of modern types of armament,

Therefore, Mr. President, if you coolly weigh the situation which has
developed, not giving way to pagalona, you will understand that the Soviet
Union cannot fail to reject the arbitrary demands of the United States.
When you confront us with such conditions, try to put yourself in our place
and consider how the United States would react to these-conditions. I do
not doubt that if someone attempted to dictate similar ¢onditions to you--
the United States--you would reject such an attempt. And we also say--no.

The Saviét govarnmenticons;ders that the violation of the freedom to .

use international waters and international air space is an act of aggression



boundfor Cuba to observe the carders of Amorican mvai forces blockading
thnt I‘shnd. Our instructions to Soviet mariners are to observe strictly
the univaraally accopted norms or navigation in inte:rnat.ional waters and
" hob to retrast one step from them. And if the Anerican side violates theae‘
rules, it rmust realize what responsibility will rest upon 1t 1n that case.
Naturally we will not simply be bystanders with regard to piratical acts by
American shipe on the high soaq. We will then be forced on our part to
take the measures we conaid;r nec;essa'ry and adequate in order to protect cur
rights, We have everything neceasuy to do 804 v .7,
o Respect.fnlly,
[s] N. Khrushchev
LTI LS NG tdshohay

TR P
L B A N ks :,'_.-.-:;_;’.J

Moscow

October 2L, 1962

r
]

SEB e W eM b s avie






Lty

Durln. adnnnt

!hnrudvadymhmrdcmauu. au!n;ru
nqmummumwumnwmnu
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 The uqum d oveats is clear, A.ugut thu w4 re
reports of fmportant shipeents of military equipment asd
tochnicians from the Soviet Unloa te Cuba. In sarly Sepramber
I indicated very plainly that the United Siates would regard any
shipment of effansive wespous s presenting the grevest lssues,
Alter that tims, this Goveramsent recsived the most axplicit
assurances from your Government and its representatives, both
publicly snd privately, that no offensive weapons were being vont
to Cubse I you will review ths statemsnt lesued by Tues In
September, you will ses how clearly thls sesurance was given.

In reliance ou these solemn assurances | urged restreint
upon those in this country who ware urging action {n this rustter
at that time. And then I learned beyond doudt what you have not
denied -~ namely, that all thess public assurances wers {alse
and that your militery peopls had set cut recently to astablish
a set of misslle bases {n Cuba. I ssk you to recognize clearly,
Mg, Chalyrman, that it was not I who Issuod the first challengs
in this case, and that fa the light of this record those sctivitias
fn Cuda requized the responses I bave announced,

I Tepeat iy ragret that these avents should cause a
dstarioration in our relations. I hope that your Governmest will
take the necessary actiu to permit a restoration of the esrlier

sltuaiion,
Sincerely yours,

Jotm F. Kennedy

N, &, Khruahchay

Chalrman of tha Council of Mintsters of the
Unioa of Soviet Socialist Republics

Moscow, USSR
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r»ih.n‘don.

Doar Mr. Chalrmaaz ‘ H

I havo roceivod your Ietter of Qctabaer 24, and § regret
vary rauch that you still do not appenr to understand what it is°

t!m bas moved us {n thia mattcr. : f

Tha sequanco of ovcnu is clear. In August there were '

| reports of important shipments of milltary equipment and

technicizns from the Soviet Union ta Cubae. In early September
I indicated very plainly that the United States would rogard any -

:ehipment of offensive weapons a9 prosonting tha gravest issuss,

After that imo, s Governmant zoceived the most explicit
ascurances from your Government and ity representstives, both
publicly and privately, that no ofiensive weapons were being sent

. to Cubs, If you will review tho stetement dosued by Tass in
K September, you will sce how clearly this assurance was given,

In reliance on th2aa soleran assurances I urged reatraint
upon those ia this ccuvitry who were wrging action in this raatier

 at that ime, 42 thea ¥ leained beyond doudbt what you have not

dsofad «- magioly, that al) thass public assureaces were false
and that *,vuur military pceople had set out recently to astablieh
2 set of 1o lssile bacses fa Cudba, 1 28% you to recognize clozrly,
Mr, Ch...h.. an, thatft was not I who issued the first ckallenge
{n thig cas , and that in the light of this record these actvites
{n Cuba r¢juired ths regponses [ have ammouncoed,

I rcxeat my ragret that thess avents should cause a

‘deteriorziisa {n our relations. I bopa that your Goverament will |

take the nocossary action to parmi' 8 rvestoration of the earlier

Sincercly yours,

Joha ¥. Kennedy

-

‘N, 3 Xhrushchav

Chalrmen of the Council of Miniatcru of the
Unlon of Soviet Socialiet Rnpublics

' Mor.__cow, USSR
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Octoher 23, 1962 -

Dear My, Chalrman;

tinvonu!’vﬁmumrd(nuhr 24, and T regret
very much that you still 4o net appesr te uaderstand what it {s
that has moved ua ia this matter,

Ths sequance of evants s clear. In August thers ware
reports of important shipments of military equipment and
tachniclans from the Sovist Union t0 Cudba, In early Septamber
1 indicated very plaialy that the United States would regard any
shipment of olfsnsive weapons us presenting the gravest {ssues.
After that time, this Government recsived ths most explicit
assurancss from your Government and its representatives, doth
publicly and privately, that no offensive wsapons were being sent
to Cuba. If you will review the statemant issued by Tass ia
September, you will sce bow clearly this assursncs was givea,

In reliance on these solemn assurances I urged reatraint
upon those in this country who weze urging acton in this matter
at that ime. And then [ learned deyond doudt what you have not
denled -+ namely, that all these public assurances wers {alse
and that your iilitary peopls had set out recently o establish
a sst of missile bases in Cuba, T ask you to recognize clearly,
Mr, Chalrman, that it was nol I who {ssusd the first challengs
in this case, and that §n the light of this record these activitias
fn Cuba required tha responses I bave snaouacsd,

I repest mny ragret that these events should cause a
deserioration {n onr relations, I hops that your Govarament will
taks the ascussary sction to permit a restoration of ths earlier

situation,
Sincerely yours,

John ¥F. Fonnsdy

N. 8. Kbrushchav

Chairman of the Councll of Ministers of the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

Moscow, USSR
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-In reliance on these XKK solemn assurances I nrged restraint
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d then:I learnedubeyond doubt what'you have not
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that;all these‘public axxnxn’assurances were false
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AT DT T R JOHN F KENNEDY UNQUOTE

Relayed Sec. McNamara-Defense Chalrman JCS, CIA,
fui Treasury and Justice Depts. 10/25/62 per SS
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In"reliance on these m solemn assurances I

upon those’in this country'who were urging'action.1n¥this matfer.

ol
A

"that~it was not.I

v

e
e

mmgr chal‘lenge in this'&case ;s

1!

.\‘\.

I repeat my regret t.hat these KXKX.K events_. should cause _a

deterioration a in our relations. I hope that your.Govermnent wi.ll}

‘ HE ¢ JOHN F KENNEDY UNQUOTE
“Please report Eime delivery, ‘
Note. ‘Relayed.__ Sec. McNamara- Defense, Chalrmar,\ JCS CIA
DA Treasury and Justice Depts. 10/25/62 per SS







INCOMING TELEGRAM ~ Department of State |

55 L : OFEICIAL USE ONLY
Control: 19281

Action Rec’d: October 27, 1962

EUR ' 3:34 p.m.
FROM: Moscow

info
SS
o T0: Secretary of State

EP NO: 1107, October 27
SAL

ARA

10 NIACT

P
USIA

INR
RMR Original of Khrushchev's October 27 letter to President

delivered to Embassy by Foreign Ministry messenger pre-
cisely at 5:00 PM Moscow time. I.E...simultaneously with
beginning Moscow radios broadcasting of text. Embassy
assumes Department has text. Will not translate unless
requested. And will air pouch original October 30.

ACTION DEPARTMENT 1107, INFORMATION USUN 22,

KOHLER

TRT

Relaped White House.
Note:Mr Brubeck (SS) notified 3:45 pm; advance copy EUR 10/27 ERN

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
OFFICIAL USE ONLY PROHIBITED UNLESS “UNCLASSIFIED"
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THE SECRETARY OF STATR -

WASHINGTON 2%, D. C.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON

Kovember 8, 1962

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. NcGEQRGE BUNDY
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Ietter to the President
fram Chairman Khrushchev,
dated October 27, 19&2.

Forwarded herevith is the original text and official
translation of the letter from Chairman Khrushchev to
President Kennedy of October 27. The text of this letter
was broadcast by Moacovw Radio simultaneously with the
receipt of the original by the Embassy in Moscow.

The official traunslation bas been campared with the
broadcast version and no differences in substance were

noted.
:5 /, LoFLS
Brubeck
Executivn Secreta.ry
Enclosures:

1. Ietter to the President
from Chajirman Khrushchev,
dated October 27.

‘ 2. oOrficial {ranslation.

’ﬁm Z/L//L/ /L}
7

r
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. (TEXTY:ESTEEMED MR, Parsxorwr' 1OVE ACQquurﬁo TR,
| KUCH SATISFACTIONWITH!YOUR REFLY TO.U THANT TO THE. srrzcr THAT S i

bTFPa VILL BE: TAKEN T0: _XCLUDE COQIACT CLTUJEN OUR SHIPS A“D THUS
AVOID 'IRREMEDABLE. rarLruL CONSEQUENRCES -

T"SSAGE TO KE'JVD\
~." . ¢ -" \J""": )(! xS

ij RUSSXAV 1450 27“00. sz

);'\1

-xHIo ﬁE#SOWﬁBLa STEP?“"¢<

0N YOUR PART STRENGTHENS MY (BELIZF): THAT/ YOU ARE SHOUING CONC
TO sArEGUARD FEACE, AhD I hOTE T”IS YITH SATI:rACTTou.;;,,: S

I KAVE ALREAD\ SAID THAT ouR P‘O‘Ln ASD GOVERBIENT. AND I R
‘ PEQCOQALLY, AS CHAIRNAW OF THE COUNGIL OF MINISTERS, ARE CONCERNED . o
SOLELY THAT .OUR COUNTRIES SHOULD DEVELOP 4ND OCCUPY A NOATHY PLACE \;;n;
A%ONG PEOPLE QF THE WORLD IN ECONONIC CONPETITION, THE DEVELOPUENT 7% |
OF CULTURE'AND ARTS, AND-THE RAISING OF THE: U”LL-BEING OF. PEOPLE;y?‘\W:
THIS IS THE MOST NOBLE' AND. NECESSARY ¥ IELD:FOR-COMPETITION;: AND A e
VICTORS: AND VANQUISKED WILL ONLY (UORD-INDISTINCTI.* FROM IT, 7 %
BECAUSE THIS MEANS PEACE PND INCQ ASED cow*onxrxgs FOR_THE LIFE" dr
AND ENJOYHENT OF MAN. X s o o e

'?i;. IN YOUR STATE _“r YOU SUPDORTFD THE opruxo: THAT THE HAIV AIu;.~-
“¥AS NOT ONLY TO cor TO AN ACREZNTMT AND TAXE MEASURES TO .. ”??"'
PREVENT CONTACT BITUEEN OUR SHIP3--AND THEZRIFORE THE DEEPENING OF Y ;v
. THE CRISIS VHICH MAY AS A RSSULT CF SUCK & CONTACT STRIKE THE F RE. S5
- OF. A MILITARY CONFLICT AFTER WKICH fLL TALn“ YOULD BE SUPERFL Oy’ ,f::;v
" BECAUSE _OTHER FORCES AND LA¥S WOuLD CO 70 FORCE--THE LAYS OF-
~ WAR. I'AGREE: WITH YOU .THAT.THIS IS CNLY {? FIRST STEP. THE Hnlnlwﬂ_‘t .
fi THING THAT. rusr BE DONE: IS TO NOQUALIZE wa STABILIZE THL STATE -*-'h‘
or FZACE AMOHG srATEs*AVD PEOPLE*” KR oh

““‘r‘

Yy~

. I UNDERSTAND YOUR deCEPN FOR THE SZCURITY o»,rnz'uwxrxo STAzé‘; o
| MR. PRESIDERT, BECAUSE THIS-IS THE 7IRST DUTY OF A PRESIDENTs. .~ -7,

HOVrVEQ, YE ARE VORRIED ABOUT THE SQH:\OUESAIOAS, AﬂD I.BEAR. TKE?

I DR v - - 3
(‘.' 4* A \’}— -;f\x'} ‘L\_\\'\.Y“~X &4 ‘\ < “'.

K\ YOU HAV
CUBA WITH

ggAPOVS YITH: THL ‘AIM OF -STIENGTH

BEEN HORRIED CONCERNIAG rss rAcrglxar’uz”Havg HLLPED
EHING. ITS DEFENSIVE.

"r—CAPACIiY-r
' "BATTER WHAT WEAPONS IT FOSSESSZS,
ARE DIFFERENT QUANTITIES, ALL THE

NSIDERAlION JnE HODLRW NFOvS OF E/zh EIxanON

CLOI\ Cs h Ol

R OUR AIH PAS BEEN AhD QTILL 1S 10 HVLP CUB&. AND
. _THE HUMANENESS OF OUR NMOTIVES, WYICH ARE TO ZNABLE

IN PEACE AND DVVELOP IN THE UAY ITS PVOPLE DESIRE. . .

?_ ‘27 octT JIBSA HLH/Hm St gt R

Sy .PRECISELY ITS "DEFENSIVE cn.acrry '--BECAUSE O~ :{2”
EGUAL YOUs ;
HORE 30 IF OBE TAKES IN&O»wR“

'no ONE ban DENY

THESE .

’ v.\":‘.

CUBA 10 LIVE
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. TEOPLE | | A
NG TEXTISY 00, wapt 10 nqbe R: COUNTRY SAFE, rnzsﬁ>sf
UVD?R\IAVDABLE, BUT: cuaﬁks}oo, wnwrs HE AME'IH}NGgMALE‘QOUNT

;fzzj wANT 10 maxs THEASELVES SAFEL ‘”ﬂ“%ﬁ“i?‘

Qra

u.mf nTP? SOVIET UNIOV YITH UILITARY BAac:g'SLRROUNjED OUR ALLIFS UIIH
2 U MILITARY 8ASES, LITERALLY DISPOSED . ’ILZTARY BASES AROUND OUR-’<Z
-ZL COUNTRY, AND. STATIONED . YOUR ROCXET ARNA ENTS.THEREZ.-THIS IS NOT. g A
. A SECRET.. AMERICAN OFFICIALS ARE! DswoasrqerlquY SAYING, THESs: haalv.
- YOUR. ROCKETS ARE SITUATED-IN BRITATN'AHD 1TAL AID‘AIwED,AGAJNsrs :
uSE;YOUR ROCKETS ARE SITUATED IV TU«K Y. 2
& 'r:'w r.,J - ~‘ ,,_ _~-~.

Y YOU ARE” WORRTED' BY CUSh.. You, SAY r»ar'xr YORRIES YOU BECAGSEQE ya
‘TS’ A DISTANCE OF 90 HILES:BY- SEA. FRON. THE AYERICAN: COAST.LHO EVER,

run IO DEM ND SECURITY. FOR. YOUR: OuN COUWTRY. AND THE. ‘RENOVAL™ OF- tﬁOSE

f el Aﬁru«xav IS NEXT TC US.:YOUR SENTRIES YALR UP AND DOWN"AND: 100K H3i s
15 fgr EACH OTHER. WHAT DO..YOU CONSIDER"THEN--THAT YOU HAVE:THE R'GHT:

"WEBFONS, WHICH . YOU CALL owausxv*T ANJ DO NOT AcxuouLEDas THE sgwgé‘.i;
RIGHT FOR US? 17 B PRSI BES M, 5 i b

"lj‘)’ ‘{ -t;-ﬁ\'"’l

ilkyou HAVE? PLACED DESxRUCTIVE ROCKLT erPons, wwzcn YOU CALL-f
i OFFENSIVE;  IN_ TURKEY, LITERALLY:AT ODR ELBOW. HOW:THEN: DOESi
“"ADMISSION’ OF, OUR EQUAL MILITARY. CAFACITIES TALLY  ¥ITH. SUCH. uwso
_RELATIONS BETVEEN OUR GREAT srgTrS? rnxs CAnwor BE MADE: TO ‘AGRE
P IN ANY: @AY“"%‘*Q” .' a £, el AR R RS

- ‘*?,.. g
Q .-):; Qe e 4,.-

L 15 WELL," MR. PRESIDLNT. THAT Youiﬂavr ACPELD TO OUR*

i cochz, EACH SIDE wHICH IS bqawn Iw;o ths CONFLICT suous GOOD .p' ‘
“UMILUGe IOTHINK THAT IT WOULD BE<POSSIEBLE TO END THE CONFLICT wakTdile. v &
13 L AUTCKLY; ;AND NORMALIZE THE SITUATION, AND THEN PEOPLE 4OULD.. BREATH§ ke
AR RORES EASILY, CONSIDERING THAT THE. DTAT SYEN %HO ARE VESTED. WITF ,P
R eNT I RESPONSIZ TLITY, . HAVE.GOOD. SENSE, AN AYARENESS OF THE IR SRS B
o UEST ﬁg‘awo ¥

. gt

"1 RESPONSISILITY,  AND THE: ASILITY TO SOLVE. cowPsz
'*sBRLﬂG THIHGS TO, THE CATASTROPHE ‘OF. YARJ:

Fr R SR RS R B T B ;
sstide T THERLFORE NAKE THIS. "PROPOSAL.. WE AGRE A S
25 HOSE NEAYS WNICH :YOU REGARD:AS OFFENSIVES MEANSw VE: AGRFE TO‘CARR :
%L THIS OUT AND' DECLARE:TNIS PLEDSE-IN:THE UNITED NATIONS: YOUR™ i '

- . RFPRESENTATIVES VILL'MAXE A DECLARATION TO. THE EFFECT THAT THE

J
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SSTIRE
'rggro;rxﬁsxvs’ IN TURKEY,‘LITERALLY AT OUR ELBOW.-HOW ,THEN DOES3¥
ZADMISSION or OUR EQUAL® MILITARY rAPAclTIvs TALLY. ver‘sucg,
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3@T;~owa EASILYy OVSIDEBING THAT-THE:

e BRING, THINGS TO THE'CAT_S}ROPHL

‘ 1’OFNTI’{E SOVIET STATE, UILL REWOVE ITSs V

': CUBAY T THINK 1T, WILL NOT, BE'DIFF

LUARKEY .15 MNLAL iU Uve avln

“{ AT-EACH OTHIR" VHAT DO, YOU_CONSIDER THEN-=THAT .YOU HAVE I1HE X Gny
. TODEMZND {SECURITY “FOR:-.YOUR-O¥N ; COUNTRY<AND -THE {REHOVAL OFCTROSE
. WEAFONS WHICH . YoU CALL OFFENSIVE NJ\DO NOT AcxnowLans?15:~s gg
: N

RIGRT FOR US? " ht '( ﬁ 3?1&:-‘.\ ‘,- ‘J 7 . ”‘.\.” ‘ .>~l-l.v> , ’{‘ ; .", N,
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" THAT.ME 1S ABLE. TO: COPE MITH.THIS 'RESPONSIBLE. mrssr NZYFy: OF s e b
'ipogasz EACISICE WRICH IS DRAUN "INTO. THIS CONFLICT' SHOYS™B00D 5! A
S WILUE S LITHINKG THAT: 1T, ‘WOULb .BE-POSSIBLE :TO -END THE! CONFLICT /i & % ;

“AND -THEN PEOPLE VOULD BREAT

S AUTCRLY AND ; SNORMALIZE: THE SITYATIONy
'oTATESi&N YHOARE :VESTED> UIT§4?

M ,A’JARE\‘ESS OR THEIR QAT o
TD s L! EfCOMPsz«QUEsIggqﬁ,gND, 3
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“RESPONSIZILITY, HAVEGOOD|SE Nss
't RESPONSISILITY,- AND THEZASILITY

SVl JHEREFORE MAKE‘THIS PROPOSAL" > “REHNO s
el 12 ost ﬁ?aus WHICK .YOU REGARD -AS orrsns:uv MEANS. YE AGREE Td,CAQRy,@zgi
“THY8 DUT FAND: DECLARE ~TH1S PLEDGE IN THE UNITED NATIONS.YOUR S~k
"REPRESENTATIVES WILL MAKE.A DECLARATION TO.THE EFFECT, THAT,TBE-»'“*;iﬂé
UNITEDTSTATES ON ITS PARTy" CONSIDERING. THE‘UV9ASINESS ANQ;ANX,BTY A
| ALoeou Msans FROMrTU RE ok

NT‘AS 1o ruz SDA& OF TIHE NEEDED FOB Yogy; e
o YPERSONS ENJOYING'THE\‘ Sty
{ 'CONF IDENCE OF, THE Vs NSECURITY . COUNCIL nzenr “CHECK-ON=THE=SPOT-.
' FULFILLNENT .OF: THE PLEDGES' ASSUNED. OF,.COURSE," THE :AUTHORIZATION ¥,
‘OF. THE COVERNKENTS OF cuza AND TURKEY "ARE .\‘ECF‘SSARY FOR ~ENTRY ~ 5
'..INIO THOSE COUNTRIES OF THESE PLL,N'IP.')TFNTIP‘QIES AVD FOB INSPEOT Otm‘" E

P FULFILLUENT OF THE 'PLEDGE ASSUMED BY EITHER, s:ns.iggﬁzﬁ,,;“ .
)

"N 5. - - ";‘ ‘ _
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TOTEHE  HO ng, OF: PAEAm0 Pt Eor 0] cw DL TURKEY
ETR. CONFT CEVIN, THETRSECURITY % 45, VILU, MAKEA
THIN'THE FRAMEWORK OF THE SLC”RITY COUNCILITO rus
: VIET GOVERWIENT MAKES A SOLEMN PROMISE TO RESPECT: TH
,,;rvaOLABILIIY OF THE: raowrxﬁns AND: SOVEREIGNTY, OF TURKEY, - NOTLy”;. S
~.TO INTERFERE-IN<ITS: INT\RNAL AFFATRS,:NOT,. 10 .INVADE” "TURKEY," Normifgrf7“
;5°TO MAKE:ITS' TERRITORY AVATUABLE AS A BRIDEEWEAD FOR SUCH" AN INYAS ON,)
i AND WILL-ALSO RESTRAIN. THOSE_WHO' CONTEHPLATE PERPETRATING AGCRES on
50 AGLTNST-TURKEY BOTH FROY: THE TERRITORY OF THE SOVIET.UNION AND et
o ;srauw THE.TERRITORY. OF ornsq urzeueoa STATLS OF TURKLY. Vit e ad

;:,__,-’}_g 4, 1‘ ,

S THE UeSst eévaannsnr UILL RAKE. A SIHTLAR: STATEIENT wzrnzw THE 1
;Dn*swoax OF..THE:SECURITY COUNCIL:.IN.RESPECT.TO. CUBAy. IT $ILLu:k.
DECLARE THAT/ THELUNITED) STATEQ $1LL RESPECT THE INVIOLABILITY OF: -
“THEFRONTIERS OF{ CUBA“AND:1TS SOVEREIGNTY,” UNDERTAKES NOT/ T0 %05
-7 INTERFERE: IN" ITS INTERNALYAFFAINS,. NOT :T0 INVADE, -AND NOT: ro“%Ax )
‘"i;xxs TERRI{ORE AVAILABLE AS A BRIDGEHEAD FOR SUCH AN INVAS TON OF Ay s
;.-+:CyBAy AND*WILL ALSO RESTRAIN THOSE UHO MIGHT CONTEHMPLATE PLRPETRAT*VGPE
;:;:“;Aﬁeasssxow AGAINST CUBA,  BOTH. FROY .THE TERRITORY. OF THE UNITEDZSla%aity
E.ﬁu;;sraras .AND; Fqu THE® TERRITORY OF GTHER NEICHWORING srnras OF: CUBA.
e FRp Dol 3 R A S AR iE
~+2 "~ OF, COURSE,. FOR rnxs VE. uouxo PAVF 10 4% Rn? fo SOHE xzwo OF |
,?;IIME LIYIT, LET US AGREE TO SONE PER1OD OF TINE, BUT NOT TO
‘"uoELay--ruo OR runzz wﬁzxs; NOT HORE THAN 4 rourn.,4r

.htHE\MEANS SITUATED IN CUBA UH};CH YOU Aml“ STATED ARE Pr_RTURB NG
 YOU: AREIN:TRE; HANDS; OF; .SOVIET. OFF ICERSs  THEREFORE;" ANY. ACCIDENTAL:
YSE; OF THEM:TOXTHE{DE TRI%ENTHOFr;HL UNITED STATESIS; EXCLUDED,}K“* 252
THESE: EANS™ CARE! SYTUATED':T¥; CUBA! AT  THE' REQUEST OF THE! CUBAN.:. Rr&ZMigz

el b

~r
aaapes, w5 .

AoVERN%ENT ‘ANDTARE" ONLY. FOR,DEFLNSIVE PURPOS?S. THEREFORE.IF" THLREi
187N INVASION: OF "CUBA.