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INTRODUCTION. 

The volume here humbly submitted is a d a l  revision of the text of 
s sketch sometime ago published = a  serial in  THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE, 
of Wdington,  D. C. This sketch had been written almoet entirely from 
memory, a t  odd spells, during e busy lifetime, and little effort wse made 
to revise or 'Ledit " it for the aerial publication. The result was much 
inaccuracy of atetement, ill-considered criticism and reflections upon the 
conduct i f  cooperating~tmps, which, however faithfully they have 
mpreaented the feeling of the camp and bettlefield that they were designed 
to portrsy, were clearly not calculated to form part of n just and impartial 
history in the light of evidence attainable in  calmer days and under peace- 
fnl conditions. The Author has felt a due sense of the reaponeibility in- 
volved in the publication of a book, historical in character, no matter how 
anpretentious. Hence, so far aa might be, withont breaking the main 
thread of personal narrative, recourse has been had to offlcial records wher- 
ever it  memed necessry to verify statements or correct the natural and 
unavoidable errors or lapees,of memory. I t  is a h  to be remarked that, 
during the publication of the original sketch, which ran through 26 nhm- 
bers of THE NATIONAL TBIBUNE, the vast circulation of that paper 
among the veteraus, and the kind intereat of the comrades, brouglit out 
a p t  d d  of correspondence commenting on, criticizing, coxmcting and 
elaborating the text of the sketch. Some of this correspondence will be 
found incorporated in this volume a t  appropriate pointe. It has all been 
sedulously preserved, and i t  is doubtful if there ie or ever will be again 
such a collection of the pereonal reminiecencea of soldiers-mainly enlisted 
men-aa existe in the 2,000dd letters called out by the original sketch, 
embracing, as they do, recitals of individual experience in nearly every 
battle of the Army of the Potomac. Almcat withont exception these let- 
ters are from men who are now the yeomanry of our land ; men who gave 
two, threa or four years of their young manhood to the defense of the 
Union, and who have since taken the places of honor and i m p o h c e  to 
which their virtnea and taleute entitle them in their respective communi- 
ti-. The limite of apace and scope of this work prohibit the incorporation 
of more than the mereat fragmente of this rich and varied compondence. 
At no distant day i t  is probable that these letters, carefully edited and 
annotated, will be given to the public in a volume. 



Persandy the Author haa bat to my that hie mrvics wm brief and 
adeventful compared to that of moet of his cormadea Donbtlaa h b  expe- 
rience wae, on the whole, much loee hatsh and trying than that of the 
average private aoldier. The pictures he d m  of his company oiNcers 
and his comdea  are by no means wftened by the " half-tone pnmm of 
memorg and l o w  ago," bat are literally true to the life. The pternd 
care and kindnoee of Oept. Stewart and the brotherly sEe&on and solici- 
tude of Lient. Mitchell are not in the alight& degree idealized or axsg- 
gerated; nor is one exomdoe word or phrase offered in depicting the 
soldierly virtnea or the pemnal excellences of the comradea in the ranlis. 
Every old soldier hae a t  least the privilege of maintaining that his com- 
mandera were the bravest and moet ekilthl, and his cornnulea the be& and 
deareet h t  the m y  afforded. The Author claims no more then that 
privilege. T h w  of ns who survive are scattered to the foar cornera of the 
earth, never to meet again, but I thi& it cen be mid without the slightest 
hazard that no man or boy who did hia duty in Stewart's BBttery has any 
recollection of any comrade that is nnpleassnt or any reminiscsnce of his 
service that he doea not love to tell. The name of the Old Battery is 
blazoned high on the scroll of the Union's battle-feme. h n n d  her guidon 
staff twine the triple laurels of 1812, the Mexican War and the Struggle 
for the Union. The gloriea of PlsttPbnrg, of Monterey, of Buena Vie.@ 
of Antietam, of Gettysbnrg, of Spotteylvania, of BetBheda, and of Appo- 
mattox Courthouse - the battle legends of a half century - cluster among 
her " croee-csnnone, " imperishable while the Old Flag wavea 

Col. William F. Fox, the accepted Statiaticisn of the Civil War, in 
anawer to an inquiry recently propounded to him by Comrade R 8. Little- 
field, of Empire City, Orag., ssp : 

~he'"0nnnoneer" is oorreot in olalming for hi8 Battery the greatat aggre- 
gate losses of any light battery in the service. There is no doubt but 
that more men fell at Btewsrt's gum than in any other battery In the Union 
Amlie8. 

Capt. Stewart, in a letter from his home at  Csrthege, Ohio, eep : 
Beallzing, as I did, the distinguished services and the already eatsbliehed 

fame of the Battery, I often wirhed that It might have had a hihrian. When 
I flnished reading your oonoluding artiole I felt ratirfled that Battery B had 
fol~nd a historian worthy of Its history. 

But I also feel that you havegiven me too muoh praise personally. Among 
other things, you have represented me as a man destitute of fear. Let me se- 
rure you, my dear boy, that whatever may have been my apparent oonduot in 
&ion, no man ever went under fke with a keener wnse of the perils and 
horrors of battle than I did. 

Butlt was my fortune to be placed in oommand of men of exoeptional pride 
cmd bravery. No 05oer having a rpark of manhood about him oould have 
helped doinn well at the head of suoh men. I oannot think of them now, 
whether they areliving or dead, without emotion. I waure you that it wss my 
men and boys who held me up to my workin our dasperate battle8 of Antietam, 
Oettyeburg, Spottsylvania, Bethesda Church, etc., and not I who held them to 
theirs. 



The only oooasions when fear departed from me were when some of the men 
and boys whom I loved would fall before me, torn and mangled by bullet8 or 
shot o; pieoes of shell, when the battle waa so hot that I could not spare men 
to remove them, and they would turn to me with beseeching faces for help, 
which I could not give them for the time being. Then, perhaps, I would be- 
oome desperate, and in the f u l n ~  of my desire to avenge their sulTeringe I 
might have appeared to be reoklees. Whether any one could have donebetter 
than I did with such men I will not pretend to say. But I will say that it must 
have been a very poor ofecer who could not have done as well. Itwaa my men ' 
and boys who made my Battery's reputation. I t  la their glory, not mine. 

This expression of Capt. Stewart is valuable not only aa a tribute to 
the men who served under his command, but also as an index to his own 
character. No one who ever served aa an enlisted man can mistake the 
meaning of such sentiments e x h e  by a company or battery com- 
mander. Without intending to be invidious, it seems proper to remmk 
that service in a battery dating almcst from the birth of the Union and 
honorably identified with al l  our wars was calculated to produce an -it . 
du corpe and excite sentimenta of pride and motives of conduct not oki-  
narily felt by rnembera of organizations temporary in charsder. This vol- 
ume will be found a continuous tribute to the manly worth and soldierly 
virtue8 of a claas of men who have received want justice in o~ military 
history -the enlisted men of the Regnlar Army. Their example of eteadi- 
nese, discipline, devotion and fidelity am never be forgotten by any one 
who served ehoulder to ahodder with them a6 a detached volunteer. 

' 



CHAPTER I. 

Y act of Congress approved March 16, 
1802, the existing Regular artillery of 
the United States was fo11nded. This 
was the act which 8eparated the "Corps 
of Artillerists and Engineere.," created 
by the act of March 3, 1799, into distinct 
arms of service. 

By act of April 12, 1808, the desig- 
nation waa changed to "the Regiment 
of Light Artillery." This regiment was 
authorized to coneist of nine companies, 
each having under thmt establishment a 
Captain, two eubalterns and about 35 en- 
listed men. These companies, however, 

were employed in garriaon duty, none being equipped ar, light artillery. 
In January, 1812, as part of the preparation for war with G m t  Britain, 
two mom regiments of light artillery were crated. The service of the 
artillery during that contest bas not made much impreas upon history, 
hardly any m r d  of the operations of batteries having been preserved, 
either in the annsls of the time or in official reports. The Largest force 
aeembled in b y  engagement war, the five batteries with Jackson at  New 
Orlesna Gen. Brown appeass to have had three batteries on the Siagarm 
bntier ,  and Macomb had three a t  Plattsbnrg, beaides several artillery 
cornpaaka mrving ae hhntrg; but there isonly d mention of their 
performance. In 1814 the three regiments were coneolidated into what 
was termed the I' Corpe of Artillery, " consisting of fonr battalions of eight. 
companies each. On -March 3, 1816, the President was authorized to 
&re the light artillery regiment on the footing of 1808, and to retain 
the fonr battalions of 'LCorps Artillery" for g&n duty. This organi- 
zation war, maintained until March 2, 1821, when the existing lst, 2d, 3d' 
and 4th regiments were organized, to con&& of nine companies each, 
having a etrength of three officers and 32 enlisted men to the company, 
beaides six artificers, who were known as "ordnance mechanics," and who 
were the pioneers of the existing Ordnance Department, separated from 
the artillery by the act of April 5, 1832. 
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orid;; the 'drsa$iz.tlon of 18% one company in each regiment was 
equipped as light artillery, the others being equipped as infantry and 
gsaigned to garrieon duty. The companies equipped as light artillery 
were K of the 1st -a new company - A of the 2d, C of the 3d and 
B of the 4th regiment, the Captaine being Worth of the lst, Fanning 
of  the W, Jones of the 3d and Humphrey of the 4th. For 17 years 
these light companies did garrison duty the same as the reet, the only 
difference being that they were each equipped with batteries of fonr 
bras8 six-pounders and were drilled in the light artillery m a n 4  of that 
time. I t  is worth while to remark that theae batteries were not eqnipped 
with horaeg during that period. The guns had neither caiseons nor limber- 
cheats, but were hauled by the men with drag-ropes, and carried their am- 
munition in  boxes mounted on the axle of the gnn-awrbge between the 
"cheeks" of the stock and the wheels. 

In  1837, on account of the Florida war, two of t h m  batteries were 
horsed and their complement increased to 71 enlisted men. They were C 
of the 3d, commanded by Capt. Ringgold, and B of the 4th Capt. Wash- 
ington. But of these two only Washington's Battery, B of the 4th, actu- 
ally took part in the operationa This battery, prior to the reorganization 
of 1821, h d  been Company C, of the Third Battalion, Corps of Artillery, 
and as such had Served as a rifle company in the battle of Plattsbarg in 
1814. The orders by which Battery B was aeaigned to 5eld service in  the 
Florida war were ae follows : 

Capt. Washington's company (B), 4th Artillery, servlng as light artillery, 
with its pieces, caissons, ammunition wagons and traveling forge, will move 
with the column, eta. [Paragraph 12, Cf. 0. NO. 88, Jan. 21,18aB.] 

The use of artillery not being practicable in the forest9 and swamps 
a f  Florida, Capt. Washington's guns were parked a t  a fortified camp on 
Jupiter River and the men acted as provisional dragoons for some months. 
At the. aame time Companiea B and H, of the 1st Artillery, were drawn 
from Savannah and old Fort St. Augnstine and eqnipped as Light infantry 
a r  riflemen, in which capacity they served to the end of the SLaminole war. 
In  March, 1839, appears a paragraph in general ordem complimenting 
Battery B upon it9 "arduous and effective service in the pestilential region 
forming the theater of operations," and ordering i t  North "with a view to 
W o r e  the health of the officers and men. " The loeses of the Battery dur- 
ing the Florida war are stated at 19 out of about 70 p m n t  for duty; but 
this was no doubt mainly, if not entirely, by disease, there baing no eeparate 
record of casualties in action so far as am be aecertained. 

May 20,1839, an order was iesued,which marked an era in the his- 
tory of American artillery. This was Secretary Poinaett's order dinxting 
the establishment of a camp of instruction a t  Trenton, N. J., where the 
fonr light batteries were ordered to rendezvous "for a thorough c o r n  
of drill and instruction aceording to the system of tactic8 lately approved. " 
[Vide "Instruction for Field Artillery, Horse and Foot, 1839-40." 
Translated from the French by First Lieut. Robert Anderson.] 



At this csmp a light srtillery brigade was formed, under command 
of Ma. Abrahsm Enetie. It ?misted of Battery K of the let, Capt. 
Tsylor; B a t t .  A of the Id, Lieut. Duncan; Battery C of the 3d, Capt 
Ringgold, and Battery B of the 4th Artillery, Oapt. Waehington. 'l'he 
armament of the Battery a t  this time waa four braes six-pounders, and the 
complement was one Oaptain, two subalterns, four Sergeante, eight Cor- 
porale and 60 men, with 40 draft-horaee and 12 saddle-horaea-all the 
non.commidoned of0mrs being mounted. 

Tronblea on the Canadisn frontier c a d  two of the batteries - A of 
the 2d and B of the 4th-to be gent to Ogdensbarp; in 1842-43. In  1845 
the impending diflicoltipa with Mexico &need ~ i & o l d ' e  Battery - C of 
the 3d-and Weshingtonls-B of the 4th-together with T. W. Sherman's 
Battery-E of the 3d- to be eent to the Rio Grasde, where they were in- 
corporated with Gen. Taylor's "Army of Obaewation." The armsment of' 
the Battery was i n c d  by adding two 12-pounder howitzers to the fonr 
six-pounder guns, and the complement was raised to four officers and 122 
enlieted men. 

As the requisite number of fiegnlsr artillery racrnita were not avail- 
able, the three batteries were filled up by detaching men from the in- 
h t r y  commanda Battery B had 76 men of ita own, and them were 
reinforced by 20 from the 3d Regnltu Infantry m d  15 each from the 1st 
and 2d Illinois volunteers, making 126, or fonr more than the complement. 
The officers of Battery B a t  this time were Capt. J. M. Washington, First 
Lieut. John P. O'Brien and 8econd Lients. Brent, Whiting (who died 
of yellow fever in 1853) and M n s  N. Couch (afterward M.ajor-General 
in the Union A~rny). 

Upon the capture of La Vegals battery of six Mexican four-pounders 
at  Reeaccl, the captured gnns were divided among the threa batteries of 
Taylor's b y ,  two of them being assigned to Battery B, thus making 
it an eight-gun Battery, consisting of four six-pounders, two 12-pounder 
howitzers and two captured Mexican four-poundera To man these new 
pi- an additional detail of 14 men was made from the 3d Infantry, 
which brought the strength of the Battery up to 140 enlisted men, in the 
camp a t  Mier immediately before starting for Monterey. 

The Hon. William R. Morrieon, Member of Con- from Illinois, 
who was then a private eoldier in CoL Biseell's 2d Illinois volunteere, 
haa informed the author that Waehington's Battery (B of the 4th) was. 
considered a t  that time a corps d'elite, and that when the call was made 
on their re&ent for voluuteere to join it the only difficulty was in 
selecting the 15 or 20 required out of the 200 or more who were anxious 
to go. The qnality of theae "detached volunteers" M m  the 2d Illinois 
may be imagined from the fact that two of them- William Queen and 
Patrick 07Harnett - b e m e  Sergwmts in leee than two months after join- 
ing the Battery. 

No event of importance i n  the h i s to rye  the Battery occurred during 
the march from Mier to Monterey. During the operations which ended 



in the cspitulation of Monterey Battery R took a prominent part, d 
O'Brien's section (two six-pounders) is credited with silencing and driving 
,off a Mexican battery of four four-pounders on the Seltillo Road. 

Adranciug to hltillo, Buttery B was thrown out toward Bnena Vista 
with the advance of the army, and on the 22d of February, 1847, Oen. 
Wool posted Capt. Washington's guns to command the road leading from 
'8an Luis Potod, from which diredion Oen. b t a  Anna wae approaching 
in heavy force. During that &moon the Battery drove off mveral detach- 
,merits of Mexican lancers who menaced ita poeition. 

Early in the morning of Feb. 23,1847, Oen. Taylor in pereon directed 
.ap t .  Washington to detach h i s  leR half-battery, under Lieut. John P. 
O'Brien, with orders to report two gnns to CoL Bowlea, 2d Indians, end 
two to CoL Biseell, Id Illinois volunteers Lient. O'Brien proceeded with 
,one six-pounder gun, one 12-pounder howitzer and the two c a p t d  
Mexican four-poundera to the front, but upon the suggestion of Col. Biasell 
.went into battery with three guns on the flank of the 2d In* leaving 
,only one gun (one of the Mexican four-poundera) with the 2d Illinoh 
'The Mexicana soon attacked the position of the 2d Indiana Prom the 
cover of a deep ravine, end a deapemte encounter ensued, in which the 
Hmiers, assailed front and flank, were forced to retire. O'Brien worked 
'his guns until the enemy was within 30 feet of his mnzzlea, and then 
retired hie six-pounder and his 12-ponnd howitzer by prolonge, abandon- 
ing the four-pounder to the enemy, every Cannoneer, Driver and horn 
attached to it being either killed or disabled. 

Arriving a t  the position of the 2d Illinois OIBrien halted, unflxed 
prolonge, and made another desperate effort to atop the Mexican advance. 
Gten. Wool says in his report that O'Brien, after having two horaee killed 
under him, and being painfully wounded in the knee, took charge of his 
howitzer in person and continued to fire canister until the Mexicans 
I d  actually killed his "No. 1 " and captured his "No. 2 " at  the 
mnzzle of the piece. He then abandoned both gnns- the &-pounder and 
the howitzer-and made good his retreat, with hie few remaining men, 
nnder cover of the fire of the 2d Illinois. Col. William R. Morrison, 
already quoted, eays t,hat, though serving in two wars-the Mexican 
war and the Rebellion - he has never seen oi3icers and men etand by their 
,guns like OIBrien and his men stood by Battery B at  Buena Vista. 

At this moment O'Brien succeeded in getting a horse, mounted on 
which he returned to Capt. Washington, who had three six-pounders 
and the remaining 12-pound howitzer still in reserve, and a t  hie requeat 
the Captain gave him a section compoeed of two six-poundera, with 
which the indomisble O7Brien returned to the front a t  a gallop. Ar- 
riving a t  the line of battle he found the 2d Illinois, reinforced by 
the remnant of the 2d Indiana, and the 2d Kentucky, which had 
just come up nnder CoL McKee, engaged in an &oat hand-to-hand 
conflict with the Mexicans, Jbho, largely reinforced, had now changed 
their attack Prom the left flank to the right, and who had aleo got 



three grins in poeition to enfilade the front of B h l l  and McKee. 
"Give it to their artillery, Mr. OIBrien," mid Biasell, "and we 

will take arre nf their infantry. l l 
07Rrien with his two &pounders now advanced ss close to the Mexi- 

can gnng ae the conformation of the ground wonld permit, supported by 
two c o m p i e a  of the Id Kentucky, and opened on the Mexican battery 
with csnister and round shot. He eilenced them in about 10 minutes. 
Meantime the enemy on our left h k  had been working m n n d  until 
they came in range of Cspt. Washington's reserve gum, pouted in  the 
main mad, and he opened on them, caneing them to break end take shelter 
in adjacent ravine0 in great confusion. During theae operations Capt. 
Bragg had come into close action in our center with Battery C of the 3d, 
anlimbering within 50 yards of their leading h h t r y ,  and, "spreading his 
grins," (that is, 5ring to the right with his right mction end to the left 
with his leR, eo aa to enfilade their line,) gave them such a torrent of oan- 
ister that they bmke and fied at  the third round. 

It was at  this moment that the %mow, though apomyphel, inddent 
of "a little more p p e ,  Cspt. Bmgg!" is elleged to have occurred. The 
author of that celebrated "Whig cempeign story1' could not have been 
much of an artilleryman, or he would have known that there was no such 
thing aa "grape in light artillery. The actual fad, ss related to the, 
author by Gen. Pleaeonton, who, as a Lieutenant of dragoons, was then 
=wing as a temporary Aid to Gen. Taylor, is as followa : ' 

"G-an. Teylor, accompanied by his Chief of Staff, Col. Bliss, and two 
or three Aids, rode up to Bragg7s battery just as it  was opening. Observing 
the effect of the first round, he inquired : 

"'what are you 5ing1 Captsin?' 
'I 'Canister, sir. 
'' ' Double or single? ' 
" 'Single, sir. l 
" 'Then double it, and give 'em h-1 ! l1 

It is not necessary to d d b e  the total ront of the Mexican army or 
the subsequent operations of that part of the United States forces com- 
manded by Gen. Taylor, becaese this is not only not a history of the 
Mexican war, but the object of the present chapter is merely to show that 
Battery B wa~ no "raw hand a t  the business l1 when it  joined the Army 
of the Potomac in Odober 1861. 
. The loeeea of Battery B at  Bnena V h  (all from the left half-batterg 

under Lieut. OIBrien) were as follows : 
KILLED. 

Privates- Private%-- 
Jama Holley, 4th Artillery. Miohael Doughty, 4th Artillery. 
Horaoe Weekley, 4th Artillery. W i l h  Green, 86 Infantry. - Kinokes, 4th Artillery. 

BEVERLLY WOURDED. 
Lieutenant-John P. O'Brien. SergeantWilliam Queen, ad Illinois. 
Bergeenbhdrew Pratt. 4th Artillery. Corporal--0'Barnett. ad Illinois. 
Pdvate--Floyd, let Illinois. Private-Baker, ad Illinois. 



P r i v s ~ H a n n a n s ,  4th Artillery. Prioatea-Clarke, M Infantry. 
Thurmen, 2d Illinois. Butler, 4th Artillery. 
Pfeiffer, 4th Artillery. Bumh, 4th Artillery. 
Beagle, 4th Artillery. Brown, 4th Artillery. 

Berrler, 4th Artillery. 
BLWIETLY WOUNDED. 

kleven men- names not glven in the oaaualty report. 
RECAPITULATIOR. 

Killed .................. .... . ..... .................................... 6 
Died of wounds.. ...................................................... 4 
Severely wounded.. ................................................... 11 

..................................................... Slightly wounded. 11 - 
Total .......................................................... 31 

Battery B was not engaged seriously during the Mexican war &r 
Bnem Vista Upon t& evacuation of Monterey i t  retired to Ringgold 
Barrack4 where it remained for some years, until ordered to New Orlectns, 
en route to Fort Leavenworth, in 1855 or 1856. 

Nothing of importance in ite history occurred during this period, 
except the enlistment of Private Jamea Stewart in ite ranks in the year 
1851 -an event destined to be immortally linked with ite fame in a greater 
war snd on more important fields. 

The exigencies of the Mexian war had c a d  several other batteries 
to be horsed and equipped as light artillery, but they were all reduced 
after the peace except three, of which Battery B was one-even Bragg's 
(Ringold's) BaBtery C of the 3d being dismounted at  Santa F6 in 1849.' 

The history of the Battery from this time until ite arrival in the Army 
of the Potomac from Utah, October, 1861, is told by Capt. Stewart in a 
charming little memoir, recently p r e p 4  by him a t  the reqneat of the 
author, and published as an appendix to this volume. 



CHAPTER 11. - 
REOBOANI~ATION - THE DETACHED V O L U N ~  - TBE ''ALL QUIET " 

W I ~  - SECOND B m  R m  - Som MOUNTAIN - A N T I ~ U  - 
THE BLOODY COBNFIELD - GALLANTRY OF GEN. GIBBON - TEB- 
BIFIC SLAUOHTRB IN TEE B A ~ Y  -INPAN= AND ARTILLEBY 
AT 30  PACE^ - CAPT. CUPBELL WOUNDED - STEWABT TAKES 
COMMAND - PROFOETION OF KILLED TO WOUNDED - MCCLEG 
UN'S W m m  OPPOBTWNITY- R I ~ ~ ~ T I O N B  UPON ANTIETAB~. 

+ HE Bsttery upon arriving a t  Waebing- 
ton was armed with six 12-ponnder 
Napoleon gnns, or "light twelve8," ae 
they were officially called, and ordered 
to be placed on the "full war footing" 
-that if4 to my, six g q  12 &ne, 
battery wagon, forge, eta., with aix 
h o r n  each for the gnna, rniseons and 
forge, and eight for the batterg wagon, 
12 spare h o r n  end 16 saddle-horn for 
the Sergeants, Artificere, Buglers end the 
Guidon. The personnel authorized was 
four commissioned oflcera, two Staff 
Sqeimta (Orderly and Qmrtermester), 
six line Sergeante (Chiefs of Piece), 12 
Corporels (six Gunners and six Chiet?i of 
Caiaeon), five Artificers, two Bugle- 

one Guidon, and 120 Cannoneers and Drivers- 152 in all. 
At this time, which was in the month of October, 1861, the Bsttery 

had i n  ite ranb not more than 59 enlisted men, all Regulara A few 
Regular ~ecmite  were sent on from Carlisle Bsrrscks and other rend- 
vow of the Regular Army, but net near enough to make up for the losses 
by expiration of terms of service. 

The following is the roster of the "Old Regdma" who constituted 
the Battery in 1861 when it first joined the Army of the Potomsc and be- 
fore my detached volunteers had been assigned to i t  : 
Captain-John Gibbon. SergeanteHenry Workman, 
LteutenanbJohn Hunt, Chris. Yirfsalr, 

Edmund Bainbridge, Robert Moore. 
Joeeph B. Campbell. C o r p o ~ J o h n  Mitchell, 

Orderly BergeantJarnesStewart. Andrew McBride. 
SergeantCharles A. Santmyer, William West, 

a 



CorporaIsJohn M. Benjamin, Prlvatea--Jarnee Maher, 
Jonathan Harding. William M a t t ,  
John C. Conners, Barney McQuade, 
Samuel Bnll, Frank Rudge. 
Henry Moore. Horace DeLacey, 

Buglers-John Cook, William Schroeder. 
William Cestor. Charles A. Scott. 

Privates--Andrew Ames. John Sheehan, 
John B. Lackey, Henry Lyons, 
Jamea Knowlea. William Kelley, 
Moses Armstrong. Phillp Smith. 
Patrick Hogan, Joeeph Herzog. 
Michael Gallagher, William Qreene, 
William Hayes. William C. (fardiner, 
Dennis Driscoll, Wchael Donovan, 
Andre Benzinger, Qeorge Steigner, 
John Bingham. Richard Tea, 
Ed. Bogey, Adam Trodon, 
Hugh Boyd, William Trotter, 
John F. Bradley, Julius Turk, 
Joseph Brownlee, Henry Vogle, 
John Brown, John Willsee, 
John 8. Carter, John Woodward. 
James Cnhfll, Artificers-John A. (foeb, 
Fred. A. Chapin, Pat McCabe, 
William L. Crawford. Ed. Sullivan. 

These were always designated in the parlance of the Battery as "The 
Old Regulars," a title which they made a synonym of honor and glory in 
the great events which they were eo m n  destined to share. The "Old 
Regulars" of Battery B were men 
of extraordinarily high character 
-far above the ave- of enlisted 
men in the Regnlar Army. Many 
of them attained distinction in the 
operations which ensued. 

Every Regnlar battery w a s  
Uort of ita complement, by m- 
son of the fad that recruiting for 
the Regular Army had nearly 
ceaeed in conseQuence of the 
popularity of the volunteer aerv- / ' 

ice, and it became necessary to' 
fill np the Regular batteriea by 
detaching men from the volnnteer 
regiments. Accordingly orders ORD. SERO'T SA~YEB. 
were issued by Gen. McClellan (A Bample "Old Begular.") 
authorizing the r e d t m e n t  of the Regular batteriea from the volun- 
teer regiments of the commands to which they were attached. Battery B 
was a t  that time attached to what was eometime later known as King's 
Division of Mcihwellls Corpe. This was when the batteries were aaeigned 
to divisions, and the artillery of King's Division was corn@ or Edgel17s 
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1s t  New Hampehire Battery ; Battery Dl 1st Rhode Island ; Reynoldels \ 
Battery L, 1st New York, and Battery B, 4th Regnlars, then commanded 
by First Lieut. Joeeph B. Campbell, who waa a h  Acting Chief of Artil- 
lery of the division. John Gibbon waa Captain of the Battery on the hgu-  
la r  Army list, but he had been made Brigadier-General of volnnteere, and 
waa then commanding the Fonrth Brigade of King's Division. This bri- 
gade, afterward known to &me as the "Iron Brigade," con&d of the 
2d, 6th and 7th Wieconain Regiments and the 19th Indiana. 

The Third Brigade of the division wae compoeed of New York troope, 
the regiments being the  20th, 21st, 23d and 35th and was then commanded 
by Gen. Marsena R Patrick, afterward Provost-Maxahal General of the 
Army of the Potomac 

The result of McClellan's order of November, 1861, was to "detach " 
men from these commands aa follows : 

[These men were not all detached a t  one time, but a t  various periods from 
Ootober, 1881. to June, 1882.1 

From the 23d New York : 
John Austin, Chris. Brennan, Henry Brown, 
h a  Carman, Stephen Chilton, Timothy Dean, 
Albert Easton, Henry Garr, Jesse Garr, 
Charles Hathaway, Charles Harris, William Hogarty, 
George Johnson, Dewitt C. Johnson, Andrew Kelley, 
George m y ,  Samuel McManus, Edward O'Brien. 
Orlando Patrick, George C. Smith, Ira Slawson, 
Azal Buokley. William Mason, Fred. Osborne. 
Lewis Putnam, Joseph Bandall, 

From the 35th New York : 
James Arnold, Charles Allen, Frank Call. 
James Cobb, Patriok Comafort, James Clark, 
James Kline, Robert Dewar, Frank W. Dexter, 
Henry Dildin. Nathan Forbee, Dave Redenburg, 
Jam- Gordon, John Relley, George Lawton, 
Frank Muldoon, William J. Moore, Robert McAlone, , 
John McDonald, Frank McDonald, Joseph Morgan, 
Henry Plumb. Thomas Shaw, George Van Anden. 
Edward Wheeler, Lewis Tooley, Eben Taylor, 

Elon Waters. 
From the 19th Indiana : 

John Anderson. William Balch, Fleming Smith, 
Peter Casper, William J. Codey, George Crannelle, 
William Dickinson, Joseph Gould, John O'Neill, 
Joseph Grim, James Jenkins. John W. Jones, 
John W. Knight, John C. Kennedy, Philip Wingate, 
Martin Phillips, La Fayette Pursley, Claus Young, 
Arthur Stedman, Ieaac Sowerwin, James Wine, 

William Zimmerman. 
From the Id Wisconsin : 

John Compton, Preston Johnson, Nathaniel Malson, 
Charles Jenks, Thomas M. Clarke. Henry Burkhardt, 
William Bartholomew, George Orifin, John Johnson. 
Edgar A. Thorpe, Henry B. Foster, ' John McDermott, 

Elbridge G. Packard. 



From the 6th Wisconsin : 
Henry Childe, Isaac Fort, Henry O. McDougsll, 
John (3. Hodgedon, Edgar B. Armstrong Alonzo Priest, 
James 8. Armstrong, Henry M. Colby, * Seymour W. Colby, 
Henry Cardey, Miner Whemple, William L. Johnson, 
John B. Sanborn, John H. Fillmore, William Ctardner. 

From the 7th Wisconsin : 
Ebsn B. Dunlap, Philip Frazier, Andrew J. Brunt, 
John L. Jonee, Edwin Mackey, Maitland J. Freeman, 
Albert Hunt, Lawrence Dowling, Lucius Marshall, 
Aqdrew Bishop, Benjamin F. Bsanham, James Thorpe, 

Benjamin 11. Stillman. 
This roll embrecee al l  the volunteers detached into the Battery from 

October, 1861, to June, 1862. Others from the =me regiments came in a t  
later periods and will be mentioned i n  their t u n  Some of those in the 
above roll did not remain with the Battery. The total number was 117 
men, of whom about 100 =wed in the Battery until their terms of enlist- 
ment expired, or they fell, killed or b b l e d ,  in battle. 

These detached volunteers, with the remaining "Old Regulars," 
brought the strength of the Battery up to the authorized complement; 
but i t  never had the full strength preaent for duty &r the Winter of 
1861-62. 

Great and radical changes have been made in the material of light 
artillery since 1861. The 12-pounder Napoleon gun and ita coadjutors, the 
10-pounder P m t t  and the three-inch Rodman d e s ,  have made a place in 
hiatory which seems to entitle them to a t  least a cursory description. The 
12-pounder Napoleon was of bronze, smooth-bore, and muzzle-loading, aa 
waa all the artillery of that day, except one or two experimental guns by 
Armatrung and K ~ p p  in Europe. I t  waa officially known as the ILlight 
twelve," to distinguish i t  from the old regulation 12pounder, which was 
longer and heavier, though of the ?me caliber. Ita principal dimensions 
were as follows : 

Length over all.. ................................... 6 feet. 
Length of bore ..................................... 5 feet t3+ inches. 
Diameter at breech.. .............................. .ll inches. 
Diameter at muzzle ................................ 8)  inches. 
Diameter of bore.. ................................. 44 inches. 
Weight of gun. ..................................... l+!ZZJ pounds. 
The round, solid shot for this gnn weighed 12 ponnds. The common 

shell, with bursting charge (84unce) and fuse, weighed nine and one-half 
pounds. The shrapuel or spherical caee, which was a thin shell filled with 
musket balls and a bursting charge, weighed with ita "sabot," 12) pounds. 
The canister, which was a tin can of the size of the bore and six inchea 
long, filled with cast-iron shot about an inch in dimeter, weighed 14 pounds. 
The "wbot was a piece of wood turned to fit the bore, and w a ~  placed 
between the powder and the projectile, instead of the "wads" formerly 
nsed. I t  was used only in imooth-bore guns firing spherical projectilea 
The rifled gnns, which fired conical projectiles, did not nse the "sabot." 
By regulation the powder charges for shot, shell and caee were two and 



m s  pioture is engraved from a'tintype taken in the field in July. W, 
when the Battery waa in front of Frederioksburg, and kindly furnished by 
Comrade Charley Harris, who preserved a copy of it. The gun - "Old 
myn- was of the orfgfnal pattern of the 12-pounder Napoleon. The 
later patterns were oast smooth-that is to say, without the "handles" on' 
top. "Old Betmy *' waa unlimbered for aotion at  Appomatto.. but did not 
open fire.] 



o n s W  pounds, and for mnieter two pounds. The fuee a t  that time need 
for round shell and case shot was a metal disk one and one-half inches in  
diameter. Ita outer surface was of lead or an alloy of lead soft enough 
to cut easily. Underneath this metal snrfsce waa a ring of " meal-pow- 
der " or igniting composition. The exterior of the metal disk was marked 
like the dial of a clock -thr&quartere, one, one and onequarter, one and 
one-half, one and threequartera, two, and eo on up to five. Theso flgnres 
indicated in seconds and fractions thereof the time a t  which the shell 
would explode after leaving the muzzle, if the soft metal was cut out 
immediately over the desired figdre on the dial, eo aa to expose the com- 
position at  that point to the flames of the powder-charge. 

The "rangea" of the light 1Zpounder were as follows for ayle shot: 
At point blank.:.. ............ a00 yard8 ............... Fuse, 1 woond. 
At 1 degree elevation ........ E40 "............... " I t  " 

At lt degrees " ........ 700 I' ............... " " 

At 2 degrees " ........ 800 " ............... " 8 " 

At 3 degree8 " ....... .l,W " ............... " 4 " 

At 4 degrees " ........ 1,200 '* ............... " S " 

The ranges for common shell were a trifle grater  for esch elevation 
than those for caee shot (because the common shell was lighter), and in 
timing shell fuses more accuracy was nsnally obeerved than with case shot, 
because in shell practice it waa generally desirable to burst the shell at or 
close to the actual target ; whereas, with case, i t  was sufficient to burst it 
almost anywhere in the neighborhood of the enemy. The carriage of the 
light 12-pounder complete weighed 2,600 pounds, which, with the gun, 
made a total weight of 3,800 pounds, or nearly two tons. This was a 
pretty solid load to be dragged, as i t  often was, by six powerful horses 
right over ditches, plowed fields, done walls, or slaehings full of h u m p  
and logs. 

The pattern of o a h n  remains now substantially as it was then, so 
no detailed description of i t  is necessary. The equipment of the rifle 
batteries was in general the same as that of the 12-pounders, except in the 
matter of ammunition. The 10-pounder Parrott was want three inches in 
caliber, and was made of cast iron, with a wrongheiron band shrunk on 

. over the breech. The three-inch Rodman waa of m n g h t  iron, forged 
solid, and then bored and rifled. Both these types of g n u  used conical 
projectiles, weighing, for eolid shot, 10 pounds ; common shell, about eight 
pounds, and shrapnel, about 10) pounds. They also had a special canister 
made for them. The three-inch wronghbiron rifle waa generally consid- 
ered superior to the 10-pounder Pamt t ,  in consequence of the liability of 
the latter to blow up or break off between the foreend of the reinfom and 
the trnniona 'But so long as the P a m t t  gun held together it  waa as good 
aa any muzzle-loading rifle. 

The P a m t t  ammunition could be nsed in the three-inch gun if neces- 
sasy, but the three-inch projectiles could not be nsed in the 10-pounder 
Parmtta, because the latter were one-tenth of an inch smaller caliber. 

The first real organization of the artillery of the Army of the Potomtw 



occurred during the minter of 1861-62, ehortly &r the completion of 
McClellau's first plan of divisional organization for the infantry. At this 
time three or fom batteTiea were assigned to each infantry division, one of 
the batteriea being in moet auw Ftegdar, and the senior officer of the 
Regular battery waa made Acting Chief of Artillery for the division. In  
this manner the Regular artillery became, ao to epeak, the nucleus of 
organization, pattern and instruction for the volunteer artillery - a wise 
meamre, the practical reanlta of which soon became apparent. 

At this stage of the contlict several Captains of Regular artillery 
were made Brigadier-Generala of volnnteera Gibbon, G*, Ricketta 
and Ayrea were prominent emong theae. At the same time many Lien- 
tenanta were detached for the numerous staff dntiea incident to the co- 
l d  scheme in progregg which wae the organization of a h n n d d  
thonsand raw volunteers into what wss destined to be the greatest, most 
famous and most successful m y  known to history. As the comple- 
ment of officers allowed on the roster of a battery waa fixed by law, 
the m a l t  of this indieahinate detaching of line officers of Regnlar 
artillery greatly reduced the force of officers serving with the gum. 
To such an extent did this practice obtain that, a t  any time after Jan- 
nary, 1862, hardly any Captain of Regnlar artillery wonld be fonnd 
commanding his battery; there were seldom more than two officers present 
with the guns, and theae frequently two Second Lieutenants, the senior of 
whom would be in command. There were aleo instances where a battery 
wss dmmmded for considerable periods of time by its junior Second 
Lieutenant Pone. 

Besides, many of the beat equipped and moet meritorious Sergeants 
of the old Rej@ar batteriea were commissioned as officers in either the 
Regnlar or the volunteer artillery, and in moet cases these men did grest 
honor to themselves and to the echo01 in which they had been trsiqed. 

As a rule, the volunteer bstteriee during the initial period of the 
civil war were better off ss to pereonnel than the Regulars. The volnn- 
teer btteriea always had their full complement of officere. The same was 
true of the 6th Regnlsrs, which had been raised in May, 1881, and hence 
did not differ from the volunteers except in name. But the old lst, 2 4  
3d and 4th Artillery, entwined as their guidons were with laurels from all 
the early battles of the Republic, not only had to furnish instructors for 
their new comrades, but had aleo contributed liberally to the reeonrces of 
the foe by the defection of their hu thern-mbd officers. It happened 
that the 3d and 4th Artillery had been favorite regiments with huthern- 
born officen, in the old army, and between them they furnished the Con- 
fedemcy with some of the best commanders they had. In short, the old 
Regular artillery in 1861 fonnd itself a divided a m p ,  contributing 
almoet impartially to the artillery organizations of two hoetile armies, deu- 
tined to wage the greatest war known to human annala 

After Capt. Gibbon had left the Battery to take up his duties aa a 
General Ofllcer of volunteers, laving his First Lieutenant, Joseph B. 



Campbell, in command, the m& important event, as it proved, in  the 
history of the Battery o d .  This was the pmmotion of James Stewart, 
then Orderly+ergeant, to be ita Second Lieutenant. This gentleman wae 
a native of Scotland, but had aerved in the ranks of the Battery for 10 
years prior to the war in every capacity from private to Orderly kkrgeant. 
He was a handsome man, of h e ,  soldierly presence, rather p v e  and 
taciturn in manner, and had a fair education, though not what would 
be called a man of culture. But he had that rare faculty of enforcing 
rigi4 di~cipline without severity, and of exerting the most absolute com- 
mand without harshnesa or mgance .  Punctilious in  every duty of his 
own toward his men, he simply&ked them to do ae well by him. To 
their wanta or complainta he was ever ready to listen patiently and 
kindly, and in any cme requiring decision he was absolutely just and 
impartial. The result was, having an exceptionally apirited and self- 
respecting lot of yonng men to deal with, he eoon brought them to regard 
him as their personal friend as well aa commander-a feeling that 
"told " with terrific power when they had to share a danger or a glory 
with him. 

This was splendid raw material, but it had to be hsndled "right 
side up with care," for these yonng M e r e  and lumbermen from Wis- 
consin, Indiana and New York were L'qnick on the trigger," and would 
not take any nonsense from anybody, with or withont shouldemtraps. 

Stewart was at  this time a b u t  33 yeara of age. In pemn 
he was five feet eight or eight and a half inches high, though his erect 
carriage and the poise of his head made him look an inch taller than 
he really was. His shoulders were broad and sqnare, and his chest 
measure was probably not less than 41 or 42 inches. His heir was a deep 
anburn-brown, and he always kept it t,rimmed rather short, after the 
"old Begular " fashion. His forehead was ample, broad and square, the 
frontal or eyebrow bonea projecting or swelling a little. His nose was 
short, but straight shd full, with a tendency to dilate the nostrils, par- 
ticularly in action.. His eyebrows were squareeut, rtnd his eyes were 
dark-blue and very large. Ordinarily their expression was kindly and 
often quizzical, betraying the droll humor of his nature; but in battle 
they became lighter in hue and had a hard, mt expression which be- 
tokened his fierce courage and invincible resolution. His mouth was 
pretty much concealed by heavy, crisp mnstache, which dropped down 
below his chin at  the ends. His voice was deeptoned and strong, and 
on drill or in battle he could make it ring above the clamor and orash; 
but in ordinary intercourse he always spoke low and soR. He had just 
a trace of the Scotch-Irish accent, though hardly enough to all a 

brogue. ' l 
In character Stewart was simply a perfect soldier. 

the Regular A m y  he was m l m d  to a great extent wig = 
West Point, who, of course, were much better educated and more poliahed 
in manner than he was, but he yielded to none of them in the attributse 



of the true gentleman. He wes one of Nature's noblemen His qualities 
of head end heart were thoee which neither education can mpply nor the 
lack of education obscure. I have always had a theory that courage is the 
first and p t e s t  attribute of a gentleman, and that no man ae brave ae 
Stewart conld possibly be mean or cruel. 

His long service in the ranks had imbued him with an instinct of 
subordination and habits of deference, which put him at  a sort of diead- 
vantage when brought in social contact with superior oficers, particularly 
if they were West Pointers. Aa to habita, he was fond of "creature com- 
forts," and sometimes indulged in them quite as much as was good for 
him. But he always realized when it was "time to quit," and whatever 
happened during convivial nights a t  headquarters, or in Washington, he 
was always on hand in the morning where dnty called him. In personal 
affairs he was hjgh spirited and qnick tempered, a6 several pugnacious 
officers found out to their coet one time or another in a m p  festivities. In 
the administration of his Battery he was qnick to discriminate between 
the occasional weakneases of a good, true soldier and the habitual faults of 
a "deadbeat." He wonld forgive or ignore many trifling offenses on the 
part of a man who had shown distinguished courage in action or attention 
to duty in camp, but a man who shirked in camp or skulked in battle need 
expect no mercy from him. As it  happened, the quality of his men was 
snch that while he had frequent cases of the former sort to deal with, he 
had few or nearly none of the latter, though in the few that he did have 
his treatment of them was exemplary. One of his strong points was that 
good conduct on the part of an enlisted man never escaped his attention, 
and he mentioned a greater number of his men in battle reports for distin- 
guished conduct in action than any other battery commander in the army. 
Another strong point was his indefatigable attention to the physical wants 
of his men. If supplies were to be had a t  any hyard Stewart's Battery 
always had them. He wonld stay up all night hunting for a Commissary 
or Quartermasterle train to insure his men and horses a breakfast in  the 
morning. In a case of necessity on snch occaeions wo to the Wagonmaster 
or Commimaq of Subsistence who atood in his way ! With his superior 
officers-corps or division commanders, such as Gibbon, Reynolds, New- 
ton, W m n  or Griflin, as the case might be-he was always a prime 
favorite, and conld always get from them anything he wanted, became 
they knew they conld invariably depend on him implicitly whenever they 
wanted him for any dnty, no matter how dmgerous or desperate. 

The detaclifl volunteers of 1861 were all young men, fresh from the 
farms, sawmills and worhhopa of New York, Wisconsin and Indiana, who 
had been,accnstomed to hard work for an honest livelihood, respected 
themaelves, valued their reputations, had honorable ambitions, were keenly 
solicitone about "what the folks at  home will say abont us," and were 
ready to fight anything on earth at  any time or in any shape ! 

Now, i t  wonld have been easy for an officer of tyrannical or overbear- 
ing temperament to have stirred the deadly resentment of these fearleus, 



independent young fellows, most of whom would not brook an &on& 
from a man with Bhoulderstrape any more than from a man without, and 
who would all "fight at  the drop of a hat l1 if imposed upon. Fortunately, 
Stewart was just the man to deal with each customers. His first appeal 
was always to a man's self-respect and sense of duty. If that failed he 
would sometimes send the offender back to his volunteer regiment with 
the statement that he "was not made of the right stuffv tingling in his rn e m  On other occasions he would 

endeavor to muse the dormant 

,+ ambition of the man by calling his 
attention to the eucceae or advance 
ment of some other fellow. Down- 
right punishment he alwtlys avoided 
to the last extremity, and when he 
did M i d  it, methods were need 
calculated to make the culprit 
ridiculous withont serious physical 
suffering; and above all, he avoided 
those savage devices so much in 
vogue with many company officenq 
such as "bucking and gagging," 
stringing up by the thumbs, tying 
to the fifth wheel, etc., which maally 
failed of their intended exemplary 
effect by exciting the sympathy of 
the other men. In  his personal in- 
tercourse with the men he was more 
free than Regular officem usually 
are, but no man in the Battery, from 
Orderly Sergeant down, ever ventured 
on the least undue familiarity with 

.-,-A - - - It is notorious that the volun- 
-% 

- - -  - - -  - teem of 1861 and 1862 were enor- 
CORP'L ALONZO PRIEST. mously superior, as a class, to those 

(-4 ample l V i ~ n s i n  volunteer.) of any later period, and the regiments 
of Gibbon's and Patrick's Brigades were extraordinarily fine soldiers, even 
f6r that period. As Gen. Gibbon, aesisted by Capt. Campbell and Lieut. 

, Stewart, picked their men at  the rate of two, three or four from each com- 
pany, and made a personal selection in each case, i t  will be seen at  once 
that the Battery became a corpa d'elite of the most pronolmced character. It 
maintained this character to the end. 

Capt. Stewart, in a letter to the author, referring to the quality of the 
men under his commmd in Battery B, says : 

Just after the war, in 1866, I met an English ofaoer with whom I had a 
convereation relative to the characteristics and merits of the English and 
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American armiea. He wss familiar with our army anh admitted its effective 
new but mid he was astonished at  the apparently lax disoipline in the fleld' 
during the war. I told him that in an army of volunteers, such ss oum wcy 
there was no necessity for the rigid discipline common in European armies; 
that a great many of our private soldiers (some of whom were in my Battery) 
were young men of collegiate or academic education - well connected, high- 
spirited young fellows, and the peers of odlcers of the British army or any 
other in the world, so far as education and social podtion were concerned. 
Such men disciplined themselvea, set examplea for their comrades, and also, 
when called on for dangerous or even deeperate duty, were alwaye actuated 
by pride and self-esteem toaooomplish it in aaatiefactory manner, at whatever 
ooet. Such men oannot be treated like maohines, as Europe811 soldiere are, and 
it waa not neoessary to hold over them the fear of punhhment. On the con- 
trary, the hope of honorable mention of their namea in battle reports spurred 
them to incredible daring. They enlisted in the ranks from patriotic motivee, 
to b'save the Union," and not for pay. They were the grandest types of 
manhood. Of course, In oommanding such men, the Bame as others, an ofecer 
had to maintain certain forms of intercourse necessary in military etiquet ; 
but, aside from such forms, I always considered these men aa my comrades in 
every sense of the word, and they always appreaiated and eocepted the situ- 
ation. 

The sentiments expremed by the Captain in his convemtion with 
the Britieh officer exactly indicate his feeling toward his men and his 
method of dealing with them. The author h o p  this letter will dispel 
a common impression that mrvice in the Regnlar artillery was marked 
by cruel discipline and dieagreeable relations between officers and men. 
There may have been such instances, but they were exceptiom. 

The Win* of 1861-62 was p d  in m p  near Alexandria without 
special incident, the traditional "all quiet on the Potomacfl being varied 
only by incessant drills, target practice, inspections and reviews, in which 
the Army of the Potomac served ite severe and thorough apprenticeship to 
the trade of war. Only those who participated can appreciate the toile- 
and privations involved in that Bret Winter of drill, discipline and train- 
ing, laying deep and broad the foundations of that martial character and 
warlike quality which in after yeam made the Army of the Poto~nac what 
it  was-an m y  that could flght more desperately, endure defeat more 
phil08ophically~ enjoy victory more calmly and close up around Appo- 
mattox Courthouse more chivalrously than any other army that ever 
existed on the face of the earth! 

The camp of a light battery is much more pictnresque and imposing 
than that of a company of cavalry or infantry. There wefe two different 
plans of encampment in vogue a t  the time of the civil war, each of which 
had certsin advantages, according to the lay of the ground. One was 
known as the "haaf-batteryn plan of camp; the other as the "section" 
plan. As a mle, the men preferred the section plan, as i t  preserved the 
individuality of the section, and brought the h o r n  all on one picket line, 
which, in Winter qus;rters, required the building of only one stable; 
whereas the half-battery plan separated the h o w  into twu lines, and in 
Winter ne-itated the building of two stables. The diagrams on next 
page will show roughly the different plans of battery encampment. 



a! Them plana were some- 
times slightly varied, either 

a2 aa to space or arrangement, 
@ ?  but the above diagrams indi- 

8 ate the general outlines of 
all b a t f e ~  camps. Some- 

& times the cooking would be 
A A A A A A* done for the whole battery at  

one fire. At other times each 
half-battery had a cook. In 

flflll1lllllllflfflllllllllI1IfIIII \vinter the cooking : : .  . 
- 8 .  . would be done frequently by 

1IIIIIIIIA1III1IIII1l1lllll11A section, which arrangement 
Y X X L ; :  - the men generally preferred; 

in fact, you would always 
find, particularly in an old 

fi ' 1 8 battery manned by veb- 
who had seen a good deal of 

2 ! 8 1 X Id service, that theindividdity 

n* 
SECTION PLAN. 

1. OWcers' cook-tent. 
2. Captain's tent. 
3. Lieutenants' tents. 

C. Men's cook-tente. 
4. Men's tents. 
6. Horses. 
4. Harness-polee. 
7. Battery wagon, forge, e t a  
8. Caissons. 
9. Guns. 

10. Guard tents. 

be in s regimental organi- 
zation. and the men of each 
section liked to be as inde- 
pendent of the othera as poe- 
sible in all affairs pertaining 
-to the "domestic life of 
a m p .  

There waa still another 
plan, not laid down in the 
regulations, but eometimea 
resorted to in the field, par- 

of the different sections wae 
# f quite aa pronounced aa that 

of separate companies would 



teries. It mae similar to the camp of a compnny of cavslry, with the 
tents all in one line, facing the stables, a broad street between them, and 
the guns and caiasona parked in  line, each caimn resting on the lea  of ita 
gnn and the battery wagon and forge a t  the foot of the company street. 

Ihr ing the first campaign of 1862 the Battery remained with King's 
Division, of McDoweU's Corps, in Northern Virginia, and took no part in  
the operatione on the Peninsula. The filet h o t  6red by the Battery in 

the civil war was on the occasion of 
Gen. McDowellfs occupation of Fred- 
erickeburg in May, 1862, when sev- 
eral batteries were posted to 6re acm 
the river to cover the preliminary 
operations of the infantry. 

From this time until the beginning 
of Pope's disastrous campaign of the 
Second Bull Run no event of interest 
happened in the history of the Bat- 
tery, except the muster out of most of 
the remaining "Old Regularsn who 
had enlisted a t  Fort Leavenworth in  
June and July, 1857, when the Bat- 
tery waa preparing for the Utah ex- 
pedition, and whose five-year ternls 
expired a t  this time. The must 

.- i prominent of these was Charles A. 
Santmyer, then Orderly Sergeant of 
the Batterg, who took his discharge 
to accept a commission in the volun- 

- 
teers, in  which sentice he won con- 

+- 
' k t  - siderable distinction later in the war. 

_ .. _ ,L -- - He was e n d e d  as Oderly Sergeant 
- by John Mitchell, with whom the 4 7  - .  - '-' - -- \ -  - - ' reader of this sketch will soon become I,---- - - - 

well acquainted. 
ANDREW J. BRUNT. The old Regulars discharged at  
m e  flrst man hit.) this time were about 30 in number. 

Their places were filled by Charles Haneon, James H. Lewis, William J. 
Gleason, John W. Miles, James Rnssell and Amos Bnrdick, from the 2d 
Wisconsin; Harvey Childq Sylvester Fort, Martin McCandra, John 
McLanghlin, Jerry Murphy, F m k  Bell, John H. Cooke, Hiram Whit- 
tmker and James L. Barney, of the 6th Wiseonein; Frank Blair, Tom 
Prim, Henry Beechanl, Horace Ripley, Alphonse Collins, Charley and 
John Fnlton, Henry G. Klinefelter, Johnny Lee, Frank Noble, John 
Dolphii Charlea Levins and Charles Harris, from the 7th Winsin, and 

. five or six more from the 19th Indiana, who were detached in the Batterg 
a t  different d a t a  from June to September, 1862. 



The Summer paerred without any noteworthy event until Aug. 26, 
when Gibbon's and Hatch's Brigades had a skirmish near Fauqnier Snl- 
phnr Springs with a force which two days later proved to be the van of 

#Stonewall Jackson's column debouching from the Shenandoeh Valley. In 
this skirmish the Battery had one man wounded-Private Andrew J. 
Brunt, detached from the 7th Wisconsin, who had one of his hsnds shot 

.off, and who was the first man hit in the Battery. 
On the 28th of Angnst occurred the battle of Gaineaville, in  which 

the four regimenta of Gibbon's Brigade and two regimenta of Donbleday 's, 
namely, the 2d, 6th and 7th Wisconein, 19th Indisna, 66th Penneyl\.snia 
and 76th New York, aided by Battery B, awtained the shock of one wing 
of Jackson's command, composed, according to Confederate mmtu, of 
11 regimenta of infantry and two batteries, one of six and one of four 
Rn"a 0 

This was the flrat heavy action in which the Battery took pmrt. Ita 
'behavior was complimented by Gens. Donbleday, Hatch and Gibbon, and the 
.effectiveness of ita fire was conaidered remarkable under the circnmstancea 
On Angnst 30, at  Groveton, the Battery was again in action. During 
these operations the enemy a t  no time got to cloee quarters, ao that the 
lossea were comparatively slight, being one msn killed, one mortally 
wounded and five more or less severely hit. During the fight a t  Gain* 

, ville Lient. Stewart's home, " Old Tartar," d e r e d  the lose of his tail, 
and es he aRsrwad became one of the moat famow horses in the Army 
and will be frequently mentioned, a brief &etch of him here may be in- 
&resting. His "biography " is from the pen of Stewart hi : * 

CARTHAO~, Om 93"" , De&. B,lS@9. 
DEAR CoaraADm : Yours of Nov. 28 at hand. You aak for Tartar's " biog- 

raphy." His military reaord is aa follows: He entered the service at Fort 
Leavenworth, Kan., in July, 1867, just before Battery B started on the Utah 

expedition, aud waa then four yeare of age. 
Before reaching Green River, Utah, he wss taken sick with distemper of 

a malignant type, so we had to abandon Mm when we left Green Biver Camp, 
.Salt Lake. The following Spring Gen. Albert Sidney Johnston offered Wl 
apiece for abandoned horsee and mules branded "U. 8." which should be re- 
turned to camp. I was at the tent of Maj. Rtz-John Porter one morning when 
two Indians came in with a couple of homes, one of which I recognized as 
Tartar. They said they had found him the Fall before on Green River, and 
-they had used him all Winter to haul tent-poles. I had him taken over to the 
Battery, where Capt. Phelps, then commanding, remarked that " he had fared 
better with the Indians than the other homes had with the Battery." 

In the Summer of leaO the guns were left at Camp Eloyd, and the pereonnel 
of the Battery formed into a provisional company of cavalry, doing duty in 
keeping open the mail, emigrant and pony express routes between Salt Lake 
City and Carson City, Nev. We were engaged in this duty from May toootober, 
during which time Tartar's average work was from40 to 60miles a day. Early 
in 1861 the Battery marched from Camp Floyd, Utah, to Leavenvorth, Kan., 
-whence we were shipped by rail to Washington to join the Army of the Poto- 
mao. At the Seoond Bull Run Tartar waa struck by a shell, carrying away his 
tail, and wounding both hips or hams. At flmt I thought I wuld not use him 
.any more, and turned him into a small fleld or farmyard. The next morning 
;however, he jumped the fence and followed the Battery. 
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Bame time after this Realdent Ltnoaln reviewed tbe army in front of 
Fmderlokabug, the Firat Corpa being then in csmp on the Belle P l a e  B d .  
After I had paaeed in revlew, riding Tartar. I wse sent for, to allow the M- 
dent to look at  the home's wound. Aa noon ae Mr. Lincoln ww it, he u d  to 
the general ofeoers about him : "This remind6 me of a tale 1" wMoh he P- 
ceeded to relate to their great amumment, but I was not near enough to hear 
what it WM. But his little son "Tad," mounted on a pony, followed me and 
insisted on trading ho- I told him I could not do that, but he peraiated in 
telling me that his papa was the President, and would give me any horse I 
wanted in trade for Tartar. I had a hard time to get away from the little 
fellow. 

Tartar was sgein wounded at  Frederiokaburg, and nfbr that it waa dim- 
oult to get him to stand under mueketry flre. The day before we reaohed 
Gettysburg he wes lamed by running a nail into one of his forefeet, and did 
not go into the battle. In the pursuit of Lee after the battle heoould not keep 
up with the Battery, and I left him with a farmer on the road, with a note 
stating what command he belonged to, eta. About amonth afterwad a friend 
of mine informed me that he had wen him over in Kilpstriok's Cavalry 
Mvbion, tied up. 1 went over and got him. Thls WM in August, lM8. He 
had no further mfshape. but served through the war, and wa6, I understand, 
at Appomattox Courthouse. When I WM promoted and transferred to the 
18th Infantry, in lSfi6, I left Tartar with the Battery, in the tenth year of hfs 
honomble and dirtbgubhed aervioe. 

JAY= m m ~ ,  Captain, U. 8. A. 
I n  these battlea Battery B, though performing all duty required of it, 

by no means bore the brunt of the artillery fighting. Ite volunteer com- 
rades - Monroe's (D) lat Rhode Island, Gemsh's 1st New Hampehire 
and Reynolds's (L) 1st New York-having been on the whole more 
cloeely engaged and suffering much greater 1- 

During the retreat of Pope's army Battery B wae with the d r  guard, 
and unlimbered for action at  Ox Hill or Chantilly, and again near Feirfax 
Feminary, though not seriously engaged in either instance, and suffering 
no caanaltiea 

On the 10th of September, 1862, the Army of Virginia wae disam- 
timed and its fioope merged in the Army of the Potomac. By this reor- 
ganization King's Division, which had been the First Division, Third 
Corps, of the A m y  of Virginia, became the First Division, First Corps, 
of the A m y  of the Potomac; Rickette'a, the Second Division; and the 
Division of Penllsylvania Reserves, under Mesde, was added as the Thud. 
The command of the corps wag conferred on Maj.-Gen. Joe Hooker. In 
the infantry some changea aflerward occurred, among which wae the 
incorporation of Meade's Division of Pennsylvania Reserve8 in the Fifth 
Corpe after the battle of Fredericksbnrg ; but in the main the organization 
of t6e Fir& Army Corps on Sept. 12, 1882, wae that under which ite 
renown became imperishable in our am& Bg for the rest of the t m p e  
of Pope's short-lived Army of Virginia, they were reorgsnized into the 
Eleventh and Twelfth Corpe of the Army of the Potomac. 

The batteries atill remained attached to divisions, and there wae little 
chenge in their assignments. Edgell's 1st New Ham*, Reynolds's 
(L) 1st New York, and Battery B, remained with King's Division ; but 
Monroe's (D) 1st Rhode Leland was t r a n e f e d  to the Ninth Cow 



Thne reorganized, the Army of the Potomso took up its line of march 
for the Upper P o t o m ,  en route, as it proved, to the battlefields of 
South Mountain and Antietam. 

The forcing of the paasee, of &nth Mountah, Sept. 14, involved the 
right section of Battery B, which, under c o d  of Lieut. Stewart, 
advanced with Gibbon's Brigade and effectively shelled a battery of the 
enemy posted in the gorge of Turner's Pasg firing over the heads of our 
infantry. Of this &air Gen. Gibbon mys in his oilicid report [page 248, 
volume XTX, part I, War Records] : 

Lieut. Stewart used his two guus with good judgment and effat, and 
begged to remain upon the fleld after his mtion waa relieved by the other 
four pieoes of the Battery under Capt. Campbell. I beg to reoommend 
him to thefavorable notioe of the authorities. 

CoL Sol. Meredith, of the 19th Indiana, a h  says in his report [page 
250, same volume] : 

On arriving near a house on our extreme left, surrounded on the south- 
west and north by timber, I disoovered large numbers of the enemy in and 
around the house. They had been annoying us aa well as the skidshere by 
flring from the house and outhouses ; also from the woo& rear the house. I 
ordered Lieut. Stewart, who commanded a section of Battery B, 4th Ar- 
tillery, to oome forward and open flre upon the house. He moved forward his 
section of two pieces and threw several splendid shots, the flrst of which took 
effect in the upper story, causing a general stampede of their foroea from that 
point, enabling us to go forward more rapidly, and with lees loss from their 
sharpshooters. 

'Phe Battery suffered no loss in this action a t  Turner's Paas, though 
Stewart's section was quite actively engaged for a considerable time during 
the afternoon of Sept. 14. On the following day, and also on the 16th 
of September, the Battery advanced in such positions as were assigned 
to it by Gen. Hooker, commanding the First A m y  Corps, but was not 
engaged with the enemy. 

The 17th of September broke clear and warm for the time of year. Gen. 
Hooker advanced the leading brigade of the First Corps-Gibbon's-at 
daylight down the Hagerstown Pike, toward Sharpsburg, to a point a t  
which its skirmishere encountered the pickets of Stonewall Jackson's 
Cow, posted generally on a line a t  right angles to the pike, through fields 
mostly planted with corn (then higher than s man's head), and extending 
h m  the "East Wood1' to the "We& Wood," aa shown on the ac- 
companying map. Jackeon aLso had artillery p t e d  close up  to hie 
picket line, and he opened with it as soon aa our columns appeared on the 
pike south of the Poffenberger House. Upon thus developing the pres- 
ence of the enemy in force, Hooker instantly put the First Corps in 
motion of attack by divisions, the First Division leading. This division 
was commanded by Gen. Doubleday, in consequence of Gen. John P. 
Hatch having been severely wounded a t  Turner's Gap, three days before. 
It consisted of Gibbon's (Fourth) Brigade-commonly &led the "Iron 
Brigadew-composed of the 2d, 6th and 7th Wieconsin and 19th Indiana; 
Patrick's (Third) Brigade, composed of the 20th, 21st, 23d and 35th New 



York; Wainwrightle [formerly Doubleday's] (Becond) Brigade, crrmpcaed, 
of the 7th In- 76th and 05th New York and the66th Pennsylvania, 
and Phelpla (Firat) Brigade, compoeed of t h e m ,  24th and 30th New York; 
14th Brooklyn and the 2d United Statea Shqehoters-end it advanced 
in the order above given 

The Divisional ArtUmy, cmnmsoded by w. AlW Monroe, of the 
1st R h d e  Leland Light Artillery, codeked of Battery D, 1st Rhode Island 
the 1st New H m p h i r e  Battery, Capt. Edgell ; Battery L, let New York, 

\ Capt. John A. Reynolds, and Battery B, 4th Regnlsle, Capt. Jomph B. 
Campbell and (after the latter waa wounded eerly in the'combat) Lieat. 
Jamea Stewart. 

A general d d p t i o n  of the battle of Antietam is not within the mpe 
of thia work. Hence nothing will be attempted beyond the action of tbg 
Fket Corps in and about the fernour ''Chmfield. lV 

The First Division led the attack, the b r i d e s  of Gibbon, Petriok, 
Phelpe m d  Wainwright striking Jackson's positions in the Cornfield om 
both sidesof the pike d extending as fer as the Weat Wood. The enemy 
opened abont sanriee from a battery on a knoll about half way betwe& 
the turnpike and the Eaet Wood. GBn. Doubleday ordered Battery B  to^ 
shell this battery, which wan soon silenced. Stewart wse now o d d  to 
take hie section (the right eection) and proceed with Gibbon's Brigade, 
leaving the other four gum temporarily in the former position Stewart 
formed in  front of Dr. Miller's barnyard, on the right (weat side) of the  
pike, looking south, and within 30 or 40 yarda of the fence mparsting the; 
Cornfield from the p a u t ~ d .  The tall corn was full of the enemy's 
akirmishera and sh&ooters, and Stewart's section had three men killed 
and 11 wounded fn a few minutea, when a p t .  Campbell brought up the 
other four gum asd all of the caimone-the battery then being equip@ 
with 12 csiseona. 

Dr. Miller's farmhouse wae on the e& eide of the pike, a d  the 
bsrnyard and outbuildings alhched to thia farmhow extended mme 
distance down the road. Theea buildings were on a slight knoll, which 
descended jnst beyond the barna and stra- mmewhat abruptly into 
the creek bottom or &at, which a t  that time was illled on both sides of 
the pike with h g e  fields of tall corn nearly ripe. The fence dong the  
pike was a low stone wall, but next to the pomtion of the Battery, and 
hardly 100 feet.in front of it, the Cornfield was fenced off from the pastnre 
by a rail fence quite deneely grown up with briare and bnshea, forming 
a complete acreen. 

The Battery was formed on the brow of thia knoll, m that they could 
hardly depress their muzzles enough to regch the line of the fence with their 
canister. Fmm this fact much of their canister went over the Rebela who 
lay behind this fence and rattled harmleasly through the corn beyond. 
The distance from where the left gun was posted to the nearest part of t he  
cover where the Rebels were was only 28 pa- It seeme alm08t incredi- 
ble that any man conld have mped in a battery working in an open &la, 

8 



with vetenm infantry under dense cover eharpahmting a t  it within 28 or 
30 paces 1 Capt. Campbell was hit i n  the neck, shoulder and eide almost 
as soon as he got into the position, and the command of the Battery de- 
volved on Stewart, who was , , J  , 
then the only commissioned 
otficer present The Sergeants, 
Corporals and Cannoneers fell ' / 

i n  every direction so rapidly 
:that the working of the guns 
-was seriously impeded, but 
t h e  remaining men filled up 
thegapsaswellastheycould~ .,, 
and stuck to the poeition like ' 
grim death. 

At this moment Gen. Gib- 
bon came into the Battery, and 
seeing the Gunner and No. 3 
on the gun that was in the 
road both shot down he took 
charge of the piece and acted 
as Gunner and No. 3 together 
during several rounds. His 
escape was miraculous, as he 
wore the full uniform of a A m n o  GUNNER JOHN GIBBON. 
B-ier-General, and the enemy was so close that they could not help 
discerning his rank, unleas the smoke obscured him. His example had a 
great effect on the men, and b e m e  one of the cherished traditions of the 
Battery. 

This t e d c  and m e q d  contest d t e d  in the Battery driving the 
enemy's infantry out of their cover; but, as the latter were immediately 
reinforced, the Battery was limbered up and hauled off without the loss of 
a single gun or misson, though some of the guns had only two borsea left. 
They went into position again on another part of the field, and were en- 
gaged a t  other times during the day, but not in any such manner as here. 

The casualties of the Battery in this part of the action were nine killed 
and 31 wounded, including Capt. Campbell, and of the wounded three 
afterward died. Thus a loas of 40 killed and wounded was suffered by a 
battery having about 100 men present for duty. There were one or two 
instances where batteries, which were run over and captured by the enemy, 
suffered greater losses, including prisoners; but there was no other case 
during the whole war, in either m y ,  where any battery lost 40 men 
killed and wounded in a square stand-up fight, out of 100 present, and not 
only held all their guns, but actually went into action with them again 
the same &y ! Among the killed was Serg't H e m ,  who was shot 
through the lower part of the abdomen, from side to side. When taken 
back to the 5eld hospital, which was Dr. Miller's bam, the Snrgeon told 



him that his wound w h  necearily htal, and thst he had but s few horn 
to live. Being in p t  agony, poor Joe remarked, "If that is the caw, 
Doctor; those few hours are not worth living," whereupon he deliberately 
drew his revolver and shot himself through the right temple. 

This fighting at  Antietarn settled the reputation of Stewart's Battery 
in the Army of the Potomac Bfter that its name became s synonym for 
pluck and resolution. Stewart always showed an eapecial &&ion for the 
boys who had stood by him in that  awful crunage, and the m i t e  who 
came lster had to content themaelva with the second pbce in  his regard. 
Thii was a matter of conma, and Stewart would not have been the man he 
was if he had failed to appreciate the heroio devotion of his veterans of 
Antietam. The old Battery afterward got into a good many ton& plsoq 
such as Gettysburg, Spottsylvania, Betheada Church, e tc ,  a8 will be seen 
later on, not to mention Frederickabnrg and Petemburg. But the mmita 
of 1863, even with Gtettysbnrg on their records, always took off their cape 
to the old Antietam boys whenever there wae a c a m p h  debste about 
prowess, and cordially yielded the palm to the iron veterans who had 
brsved the butchery of that fatal Cornfield on the Shsrpebnrg Pike. 

Stewart's official report of this &ir gives a very clear idea of the 
natnre of the struggle. It is also an admirable specimen of what a bat- 
tery commander's report ought to be, both in ite lucid delineation of 
events and its frank mention of the services of the enlisted men He says : 

I was ordered by (3911. Gibbon to bring my seotion forward and place it  in 
pdtlon, about 75 yards distant from and to the left of the turnpike, for the 
purpose of shelling the woods, dietant from 800 to 800 yards, directly in my 
front. 

After shelling for some time. Gen. Gibbon ordered the &ion to be sflU 
further advanced to a position in front of some strawstacks, about 8) yards to 
the right of the turnpike. As aoon as I came into battery in this position I 
observed large bodiea of the enemy, from 4Ol to 600 yards dietant, and ordered 
the guns to be loaded with spherical case, one and onequarter and one and 
onehalf seconds, because the around was undulating, and not suitable for 
canister. After Mng two or three rounds from each gun the enemy partially 
broke, ran across a hollow fn front of the section, crossed to the left of the 
turnpike, entered a cornfield, and, under oover of the fences and corn, crept 
close to our guns, picking off our Cannoneers so rapidly that in lees than 10 
minutes there were 14 men killed and wounded in the motion. 

About this time Capt. Campbell, commanding the Battery, brought the 
other four guns into battery on the left of my seotion, and commenced bring 
canister at the enemy in the Cornfield on the left of the turnpike. In leas than 
20 minutes Capt. Campbell was severely wounded in the shoulder, his home 
shot in several places, a l~d  the oommand of the Battery devolved upon me. 

@n. Gibbon was in the Battery, and, seeing the advantage which the 
enemy had, ordered one of the guns which was placed on the turnpike to be 
used against the enemy's infantry in the Corntleld, Gen. Gibbon acting both 
as Cannoneer and Gunner at  this piece. The bre was aontinued by the entire 
Battery for about 10 minutea longer in this position, the enemy part of the 
time being but l5 or 20 yards distant. The loss, whilst in this position, was 
one Captain wounded, three Sergeants, four Corporals, 8 privates killed and 
wounded, and I home6 killed and seven wounded. While in this position the 

a Battery was supported by Oen. Gibbon's Brigade and the Xkh New York. 
h n .  Gibbon ordered me to limber to the rear and place the Battery in 



battery in the name pceition my w t i o n  h t  ocoupied in the morning. Here 1 
found (?apt. Baneom's battery, of the 6th Artillery, in position. and immedi- 
ately came in battery on Ma left, but had no opportunity to ulre my guns, ar 
m e  of our infantrp were formed 20 y d  in front of the Battery; so I lim- 
bered up and followed Capt. Bansom's battery to the edge of the w& in 
resr, having my home shot under me in two p l m  in 1- than two minutea 
Here I removed my wounded homes and regulated the men and horses 
throughout the Battery. 

At thin time I received an order from Qen. Gibbon to plaoe the Battery in 
the name podtion my seotion h t  ocoupied in the morning, but to flre to the 
right. I immediately took a w t i o n  to the point indicsted, sending word to the 
Oeneral that I could not take the Battery. as we had not men and h o r n  to 
man the nix pieces. I went into battery on the right of Capt. Beynolds's New 
York battery, who was then under a very heavy flre from two of the enemy's 
batteries. After my seotion had been flring for some time part of Qen. Sum- 
ner's Corpa p& to the rear very much disorganized through the wood6 
on the right of my section. clocrely followed by the enemy. During thie t h e  
I waa in a verydifeoult podtion, as the enemy had esoertained my exact range. 
and I waa utterly unable to get his on m o u n t  of the emoke from the m u s  
ketry. d i t e r  carefully viewing the ground I limbered to the rear, and came 
in battery upon Capt. Beynolda's left, when one of my Cannoneers reported to 
me that the turnpike directly in my front, and about 76 yarda distent, waa full 
of the enemy's infantry. I ordered my guns to be loaded. The enemy com- 
mencing to fall back on the name road. I waited untal I 8aw four stands of the 
enemy's colors direotly in front of my wtion, and then commenced flrhg with 
canister. which soattared the enemy in every direotion. I kept up the !iring 
until the enemy was out of eight. 

In  a few minutes Capt. Clarke, Chief of Qen. BumnePs artillery, advised me 
to limber to the rear and crocur the plowed fleld, er, I had no infantry support, 
and he was going to retlre his batteries, which were in my rear on the left, and 
the enemy then advancing on the left in foroe. I remained in the plowed fleld 
for some time, wheu, learning that Qen. Gibbon h e  p W  the other four gum 
of the Battery In position, and w i n g  there wss no um for me there, I joined 
them on an eminence in rear of the w& between 1 and 2 o'clook p. m., re- 
maining there Inactive until 6 p. m., when the enemy opened from two batr 
teries. I opened with my entire Battery on the neamat battery, which waa on 
my right, and from 830 to Ww) yards distant, and after firing two or three mun& 
from erurh gun, the enemy not responding, I oeaaed flring. 

The behavior of my men was all that oould be deaired, but the men whocre 
names are given below came under my immediate observation, and disoharged 
their duties with such calm, cool ooursge and d i ~ r e t i o n  that I would earnestly 
request that their conduct may be brought to the favorable notice of the Qen- 
era1 oommanding. Their namea are aa follows: Firat Serg't John Mitohell, 
Serg'ta Andrew McBride, William West, Corp'l Frederick A. Chapin, Lance 
Corp'le Alonzo Priest, Heury 8. McDougal, Privates Henry A. Childs, Jam- 
Cahill, William Kelly, John B. Lackey, Jeremiah Murphy, William Green. 
Charles Harris and Elbridge Q. Packssd. 

I desire to state that since the Battery flrst went into action, on the BBth of 
August, Benjamin N. Meed, Clerk a t  headquartersof &n. Gibbon, and private 
belonging to Company B, 6th Wisconsin. has voluntarily acted aa Cannoneer in 
my seotion in each and every engagement in which my section haa partici- 
pated, and, although he haa nover been drilled with the Battery, haa rendered 
oheerful and very efecient aervice. 

In this battle a t  the Cornfield Battery B wae the very vortex of the 
fight from start to 5nish. The enemy made no leee than three determined 
efforta to teke it at the point of the bayonet, and the infantry of Gibbon's 
end Patrick'e Brigadea mllied to ite support with equal xwolntion, the 



rwalt being, without doubt, M 5erce ead marderoas 5 combat w ever 
6 q p d  about a sir-gun battery. Whatever may be said of the stoical 
pluck and despexute courage with which Campbell, Stewart and their men 
stuck to their guns, no less praise ie due to the devoted *try of the 
First Division, who staod by them through thick and thia Aa to the 
behavior of the *try, Qen. Doubleday, c o m m d q  the First Mvirbon, 
etatea in his report : 

Ishted in the flmt part of this report that the 7th Wlaoonain and lOth 
Indiana moved into the wood8 to drlve off the enemy, who were noting sqatnrt 
our r&ht flank. This movement was simultaneous wtth that of Patrlok's BrI- 
gsde, all ommatug the road and moving forward into the woods at  the anme 
time. The two regimenb named took podtion in advance of, and parallel to, 
the rest of Gibbon's line. Patrick's three regimenb had warmly taken pcd- 
tion in the woo& before a body of the enemy appeared on their right, guard- 
ing a battery of light gun8 they had po&d there. Qen. Hooker dlreoted that 
one of Patrick's reglmenU be mnt to watch this battery. and the P8d New 
York, under Col. Hofhnan, was detached for that purpcrse. The two remain- 
in# re.eeiment8, the Blst and 26th New Pork, o l d  up on the 7th Wlsoondn 
and 19th Indiana, and all moved forward together. The enemy previou6 to 
this had kept up a brirk are, but was sheltered by a mriea of rooky ledgeu, 
whioh afforded them almost perfeot murity; they poured in heavy volleys of 
musketry. To meet this inorease of lire Patrick's two reghenu were thrown 
forward in the first line. To all appearance the enemy had been strongly re- 
inforoed, and they not only resisted our further advance. but moved to try 
and oapture Campbell's Battery and regain posseseion of the Cornfield. This 
ohsrge was bendsomely repulsed by the i r e  of the Bd and 6th Wiwonsin, 
by the rapid diwhargea of the Battery, whioh flred double oanistem, 
and by the flank i r e  of the 7th Wlsooneb and lQth Indiana, of Gibbon's 
Brlgsde, end the Blst and 26th New York, of Patrick's BrIgade, these four 
regiments having taken up a position perpendicular to their former one, 
which enabled them to pour in a heavy fire upon the flank of the charging 
oolumn. Patriok oould not have ohanged podtion in thL way under ordinary 
airnumatauces, but it was evident that a large part of the troops that had been 
in his front were detaahed to aid in the oharge. Theae united agendea drove 
the enemy back, saved the guns and gave us a renewed powwion of the Corn- 
field. Campbell's Battery having lost 40 men in kllled and wounded, including 
its commander among the latter, and having had I homed kllled, was no longer 
in a condition for active servica, and was compelled to retire behind the s u p  
p o d  of Sedgwiok's Division. 

Gien Gibbon says : 
The brigade was, by direction of Maj.-Glen. Hooker, detached from the di- 

W o n  and ordered to advanca into a piece of wood on the right of the Ewers- 
town Turnpike, toward the village of Sharpaburg. The brigade advanoed in 
column of divLsions on the left of the turnpike untfl the head of it m h e d  an 
open space, when the 6th Visaomin was deployed and pushed forward into a 
cornfield in our front, the 2d Wlsoonsin being deployed and formed on ita left, 
while a W o n  of Gibbon'r Battery, under Lieut. &emu?& mu broughtlnto 
action in the rear to flre over the heada of our men in reply to one of the 
enemy's batteries in their front. The 6th and Bd pushed gallantly forward, 
supported by the 7th Wiwonaln and 19th Indlama. when, finding the enemy was 
llkely to flank us on the right in the wood, whioh extended down in that di- 
motion, I ordered up Btewart'e &Ion, and direoted the 7th W h n s i n  cmdl9th 
Indiana to deploy to the right of the line and push forward rapidly into the 
woods. The whole llne soon beoame hotly engaged, and tho enemy, heavily 
mbforoed from the wooda, made a dash upon the Battery. Thia attwk, how- 



ever, was ~ucoeesiully repelled by heavy dieohurges of c d a t m  from the guns, 
the fire of the few remaining men of the 26 and 6th Wisconsin, and the flank 
fire poured in by the 7th Wisconsin and 19th Indiana, which had been brought 
around to sweep the front of the Battery with their fire, Capt. Campbell having 
in the meantime jolned Stewart's with the other four piecee of the Battery. 

While referring to the regimental reports for special mention of meri- 
torious individuals, I beg leave to call attention to the steadinese and gallantry 
of both ofecers and men, and especially to the ooolneae and bravery of Lieu+- 
Col's Bragg, Bachman and Allen ; Maj. Dawes, Capt. Callis (of the 6th W W n -  
Irln) and Capt. Campbell and Ueut. Stewart, of Battery B. 

Gen. William W. Dudley (who, as senior Captain of the regiment, 
commanded the gallant 19th Indiana &r the death of Lieut.-Col. Bach- 
man, early in the adion) says : 

Early on the morning of the 17th inetant we were called up and prepared 
to go into action. We moved directly to the front in column by divieion. Our 
f m t  caeualty occurred in a peach orchard near the destined battlefield. We 
how moved to the edge of a cornfield near a stone house, which was imme- 
diately used as a hospital. Here we lay down, while our skirmishers were 
soouring the Cornfield in front. We were soon ordered to the right, to a pieoe 
of woods which sklrted the battlefield on the right. Here we deployed column 
and formed our line of battle on the right of the 7th Wisconsin, and Ueut.-Col 
Bachman ordered Company B, then my command, to deploy forward as skir- 
mishers. This being done, the regiment moved slowly forward till the right 
was through the wood, when we halted. I t  wae a t  this time that the attempt 
was made to take Battery B, 4th Artillery, which wae stationed a t  the etraw- 
stack8 near the stone house hospital. Upon seeing the advance of the enemy, 
Ueut.401. Bachman a t  once called in the skirmishers, and changed front for- 
ward on the tenth company, so as to front the left flank of the enemy. AE 
won a8 it was practicable we o w e d  fire on them, and we have every reaeon 
to believe that our fbe was very effeotive in repulsing their attmk on the 
BBttery. 

The action of the 35th New York ie deadbed in a letter to the enthor 
by Comrede J. E. Otis, late Orderly Sergeant and Lieutenant of Company 
B of that regiment, H e  s a p  : 

At one time during the battle the 86th New York was drawn up in line of 
battle on the road beyond the Miller House. There was a heavy rail fence on 
the left of the road, opposite our fro& and a t  a distanoe of something like l60 
to 200 yards was the oelebrated Cornfield. Gibbon's batterg of six brass plccer 
waa to our left, between t,he buildings and on a level with the front part of the 
Cornfield. At this time we were reoeiving some casualtibs from front and flank, 
and firing a t  will into the Cornfield. I remember that the Rebel8 were reating 
their guns on the rtraight rail and post fen* and just busy picking off Gib- 
bon's Qunnem. I think I am correot in saying that two of the pieoee next the 
building were abandoned, but covered by the fire of the next two, which were 
so feebly manned that their guns were not pushed back. At this point in the 
engagement the 86th made a charge into the Cornfield and oaptured a color and 
quite a batah of prisoners, and saved Gibbon's guns. It was underetood a t  the 
kime that Col. Lord sent due acknowledgment for this very opportune act, but 
i t  never went further than acknowledgments. 

Comrade Henry G. Klinefelter, now r e d i n g  a t  Nora, Wis., and who 
served in the Battery ae a detached volunteer from the 7th Wisconsin, 
writes to the author ae follows : 

The position of the Battery was to the right of the road as we faced the 
enemy. One pieoe was In the road (the Sharpsburg Pike.) I t  was right on the 
brow of a little ridge, close to some buildinge. I was No. 1 Cannoneer on the 



gun in the road. There was a straight rail fence in front. The buildings were 
to our right and rear. I think the Cornfleld came up to the road to our left. 
It was here that Stonewall Jackson's troops made three desperate charges to 
capture the Battery, and the last time came within about four rods of our guns 
before we could stop them, and when Gen. Gibbon saw that we had checked 
them he ordered his brigade Qron Brigade) to charge them, and I claim that it 
was the Iron Brigade (which was right there with us all of the time) and the 
courage and desperate work of the Battery boys that saved the guns. The 
two guns on the right were silenoed for a few minube., but not until nearly all 
of the men were shot down, and two of the boys had crawled on their hande 
and knees several times from the Umber to the piece and loaded and tlred 
those guns in that way until they had moiled so far thst they could not use 

. them any more. Not until then were they entirely silenced. The rest of the 
guns were well handled. At my gun there were only four of Us left, but 
we were helped by the inianhy boys of the 6th and 7th Wisoonsin. During 
the thickest of the fight Qen. Gibbon came up to my gun and straddled the 
trail and sighted the gun, and said "Give them - boys ! " 

So far es I can remember, only one New York regiment came in line with 
our Battery a t  the Cornfleld. This was the 20th New York, which came in on 
the right of the road. I t  was said a t  the time that Qen. Gibbon sent to Gen. 
Patrick for help, as the whole battle on thst  part of the line waa centering 
right on his (Gibbon's) Battery. and Gen. Patrick sent the ZOth New York. 
This was the only New York regiment that we saw. The 86th waa in Patrick's 
Brigade, and also the a t  and 28d-all good men- and we had men in the Bat- 
tery from all of thoee ragimenta 

As a eample of the experience which a "detached volunteer" was 
likely to undergo in  a Fkguh battery, a oharaoterietic letter from Com- 
rade Horsce Ripley will be instructive and amusing. Horace waa s 
"broth of a boy." He was detached from Company B, 7th Wisconsin, 
(Jept. 12, 1862, and joined the Battery on the morning of the 13th, the 
day before South Mountain. Not being assigned to the section engaged in 
that battle, he had a day or two to familarizs himaelf with the dutiea of 
an artilleryman. But let him tell his story in his own way. He say6 : 

When I reported to the Battery they put me on the caisson of Paokard's 
gun as supernumerary. This was Bept. l8,lW. The battle of South Mountain 
was the next day, and it so happened, between marching and fighting, that 
there was no battery drill of any description between the date of my joining 
the Battery and the terrible struggle a t  the Antietam Cornfleld. At that time 
I wss still supernumerary. When the Battery went into action in the early 
morning of Sept. 17 it was literally my fimt "battery drill." The closest 
investigation will show thst  I wes never absent from duty one day from the 
tlme I joined, Sept. 18,18Bie, until my time was out, Sept. 1,1864. When Pack- 
ard's gun 5mt went into action on the Sharpsburg Pike below the Miller 
House in the morning I was employed acr a hitohing-post for the Sergeant's 
horse. Very soon after the difeculty began the Sergeant (West) waa hit in 
the thigh, and I helped him back to the Miller barn, which waa the field 
hospital. Returning to the Battery I had two horses to hold. One of them 
was soon hit fn the flank and fell down, dying. In  a moment the other one 
had his bits completely shot out of his mouth, carrylug away his whole 
under jaw, so that the Oorporsl blew hie brains out to put him out of his 
misery I 

By that time the Johnnies had made room for me a t  our pieoe, so I left the 
horsee and went in as Cannoneer on Packard's gun, beginning by acting N W  
6 and 7, carrying ammunition from the limber to the grm. The slaughter a t  
our gun continued until Packard and I were the only men left standing, when 



some of the 7th Wfsoonein oame in to help ua. At thin time Paokard waa aot 
fng Sergeant, Gunner and Nos. 8 and 4 on that pieoe. We both got out of that 
dght unharmed, and after that we were bunk mates until he reoeived hie death 

I 

wound at  the North Anna River on the 26th of May, 1.964, nearly b months 
afterward. He was one of the most fearlese men that I have ever known. i 

Thia d d f h l  butchery a t  the Antietam Cornfield marked an epoch in 
the history of the old Bethy. Prior to that time ite, aveer had been, 1 
with the excaption of its comptamtively bloodlem service a t  W d e  
and Groveton, s career of discipline only, and that sometimes harsh and 
drarrtic Capt. Campbell wss an officer of high scientific a t ~ m t a  in 

DIAGRAM o r  THE POBITION AT THE CORNFIELD. 
his profemion and of the moat heroic conrage. The men admired Capt 
Crtmpbell and re8pecW him. But it is donbtfol if he could ever have 
got the work out of them that Stewart did ; becauae, with all his accom- 
pliehmenta as a n  officer, Capt. Campbell newr succeeded in getting the 
affections of the men. 

Stew&, with hi good-natured methode of personal intercom, hia 
quick discernment of merit and cordial acknowledgment of it, and hi con- 



stant contact and convektion with the soldiers, had, to a degree perhdpe 
unequalled in the whole Regular Army, the rare tact of making his 
enlisted men feel that he and they were comladea, without weakening his 
prestige as commander. I t  must not be imagined that Stewart, M a die- 
ciplinarian, wse weak or lax. On the contrary, he cmld be-apd wan so 
when occasion required-severe and h a d .  But he always knew where 
to dmw the line. 

The battle of Antietam, M a whole, and its general resnlte, have often 
been deucribed and analyzed by abler writera I t  is doubtleae the genenrl 
verdict of history that the results achieved were neither adequate to the 
opportunity nor worthy of the heroic devotion of the subordinate ofacsrs 
and the rank and file who fought Gan. McClellan's battle for him. 

Without going into detaila of tactics or attempting to analyze stnrb 
egy, it will s u b  the present purpom to ahow by the conclusive evidence 
of oflciml s t a t i c s  how each commander-in-chief handled the fo rm at  his 
dispal.  The usual ditHculty of acculately estimating the Confedelste 
f o m  actually "effective present " o c m  in this case. But the moet tmet- 
worthy accounts (from Confederate sonrces) converge on a total of 40,000 
infsntry and artillery, with perhaps between 5,000 and 6,000 cavalry, or 
roundly 45,000 of all arma 

Gen. McClellan reports the "present fbr duty equipped" of the Anny 
of the Potomac at  m y  time between Sept. 10 and Sept. 17, M follows : 

Strength. Loas. 
First Corps ....................................... l4,W 2,690 
Becond Corps.. .................................... 18,818 6,lB 
With Corps.. ...................................... 12,- 109 
Sixth Corps.. ...................................... 113,800 raS 
Ninth Corps.. ..................................... 18,819 Z,M9 
Twelfth Corps.. ..... ... ... .. .................. 10,128 1,748 
Cavalry .............................................. 4,833 a0 - - 

Total.. .............................. .. . 87,W l2,lOl 

This table indicates beyond dispute that the battle was fought on the 
Union aide by the First, Second, Ninth and Twelfth Cow, aggregating 
57,614, or not more than twethirdll of the effective force available, and 
that their loea waa 11,823, or nineteen-twentieth of the total. The author 
leaves to soldiers of better military education, wider experience and more 

, 

exalted rank, the tsek of deducing from these and cognate faete what 
might have been the result if McClellan had need all his available force, aa 
Lee certainly did his, and had followed up the shocks of the First, Second, 
Ninth and Twelfth C o w  with the megni5cant veterans of the Fifth and 
Sixth C o w  who, 25,000 stlong, intact and freah, were themselves almost 
equal to what wae left of the Confederate h y  available after the battle 
of the forenoon. 

Snrg.-Gen. Guild, of the Army of Northern Vilginia, givea the loeeerr 
of that army in killed and wounded alone at  10,291. But thia embraces 
the whole period from Sept. 14 (South Mountain) Sept. 19 (Shepherds- 
tewn Ford), inclusive. So it is not poseible to separate accurately the 



d t i e s a f  Antietam proper. None of $he Confedemte reports give my 
m n n t  of their loas in prisoners. Onr own sficounta state about 980 cap 
tnrea bf Confederate prieoners, mainly a t  8011th Mountain, while the total 
loss of the Army of the Potomac in prisonare wae ae follows in the whole 
~8mp8ign : 

Crampton's P w  ...................................................... Z 
Turner's Pass.. ....................................................... 85 
Antietam ............................................................. 746 - 

Total ............................................................ 888 I 

The battle of Antie- hae Pweye been considered remarkable for the 
amall proportion of captures to the other 088nalties. The m d n g  of this 
fact is plain to any soldier. Prisonere are faken by manuvers, f b k  move 
mente, surprisee, e t c  The fact that so few were taken st Antietam indi- 
catea that it waa s slugging match p m  and simple-which in fact it 
waa- to s greater extent than any other battle between the A m y  of the 
Potomac and the Army of Northern Virginia 

The percentage of killed to wounded waa llleo h g e r  than in any other 
general engagement, being for the Army of the Potomac 2,108 killed to 
9,549 wounded, and in the Confederate Army 1,667 killed to 8,724 wounded. 
The loss in the Battery wae ae followa : 

KILLED. 
Sergeant-Joseph Herzog. PdvatebJohn Anderson, 
Corporal-John Brown. Henry Lyons, 
Privates-Martin McCandra, Hiram Whitaker, 

Henry Brown, Sylveeter Fort, 
Smith Young. 

WOUNDED. 
Captain-Joseph B. Campbell. Privab+Timothy Dean, 
Sergeante-William West, John Wllmore, 

Robert Moore. John Holland, 
Bugler-Johnny Cook. John Hodgedon, 
Corporals- - Wilbey, - Hill, - BenJllmiJh John W. Jones, - Conners. George Johnson, 
Private+ - Amee, John Lee, I 

James Armstrong, William MafBtt, I - Brennan. William J. Moore. - Bishop, Robert McAllone, - grownlee, - Malson, - Burdick, Frank Noble, 

~ 
James Clarke, Edward O'Brien, I 
Henry Colby, Arthur Stedman, 
Harvey Childs, James Thorpe, 
William Dickinson, Claus Young, 

Ieaao Sowerwin. 
Of the wounded, Brennsn, Hodgedon and Hill died. There were also 

four men wonnded in the Battery who belonged to the 7th Wisoonein, 
t-qd were not accounted for in our m a l t y  returns. 

The only other batteries in the Army suffering heavy loeaea were 
Tompkins's (A) 1st Rhode Island, belonging to the Second Corps, and a 



Monroe'e (D) 1st Rhode Island, brigeded with Battery B. They were 
both heavily and cloeely engaged, and lost 19 end 18 rwpectively. It WE& 

not generally thought that McClellan made the beat poeeible urn of his 
artillery in the battle. He had 48 batteries, beeidea the fonr horse- 
batteries with the cavalry, but only five or sir of them were need with 

pa t  effect, though all were in a high atate of eicieneg h d  d o m i  
to fight. 

The tiightftrl gaps that Antietam had made in the ranlrs of the BmG 
tery were never d l e d  -at l e d  not up to the complement it had before. 
Of the wounded a few returned at  intervals for several months afterward, 
but there was a permanent loee of killed.or totally disabled, amounting ton 
over 30, and moet of theae were among the b a t  men the Battery ever 
had. Their places were tsken by Bart. Fagan end Dan Shemmd, from 
the !2d Wisconsin; John Finley, Pete Smith, Cherley S p q u e ,  Job m. 
end Den. Fuller, from the 6th W h n e i n ;  Dan Ackerman, John S d ,  
Pat Wahm,  Wealey Richardeon, Jim Moore, and one or two otherg from. 
the 7th W h d q  end Joe Andemon, Dan Blaine, Dave Dmmmond, 
Perry Rowe, Daniel Kingfield, Ranse McDaniel, and perhap one or two* 
others, from the 19th Indinna-or about 10 in all. With them mxmions. 
the strength of the Battery was brought up  to ahout 112, which waa still 
a short complement for a six-gnn battery equipped with double caksone, 
end therefore requiring nine driver0 to each piece, beeides the drivere on 
the battery wagon, forge, etc 

Thus equipped, the Battery followed the fortunes of the Firet Corps. 
during the vmiow marches by which the Army of the Potomac wae 
moved fmm the banh of the Upper Potomac, a t  Shepherdstown, to those of 
the Lower R a p ~ n o c k ,  oppoeite Frdericksbnrg. The moet noteworthy 
incident in its history during this period was the aeaignment of a Second 
Lieutenant of the 3d Regdam, named James Davhn,  to service with it, 
Ste*aut having been since Antietarn the only commimioned ofaoer present. 
Like S t e w e  he had rieen by hard work, faithful eervics and sterling. 
merit fmm the rank8 of the old R.egnlsr Army. He had enlisted aa a 
privets in 1854, and had aerved in every grade up to July, 1862, when h a  
was promoted to be Second Lieutenant, a t  the personal ?nest of Gen. 
Henry J. Hunt, from the poeition of Sergeant-Mqjor of the Artillery Re- 
serve. Davieonla character aa a man and hie excellence aa an ofleer will 
become apparent in uubeequent pages, At this point suillce to say that, 
his p o p M t y  with the men was of quick growth. 



CHAPTER 111. - 
FBEDERI--S- APATHY OF TBE TBOOm- USE= DB 

VOTION AND HOP- COURAGE- ''PUF~LIC OPINION " IN THE 
ARMY - THE AUTHOR JOINS - CEANCELU)BBVILLE - HOOKER'S 
" GOOD PLANNING AND POOR FIGHT IN^ " -SPLENDID CONDUCT OF 

ARTILLERY - S ~ Y ' S  BAT~ERY - STEVENS'S B A T I ~ Y  - h- 
OTHEB REPULSIE- WRATH OF THE TBOO~-C~PFIRE FEWITI- 
=-THE AUTEOR KNOCKED OUT- WE PREPARE FOB GElTYS- 
BURG. 

3 REDERICKSBURG is not a pleaesnt 
topic to a Union mldier. The part which 
Battery B took in it ww Witable  to the 
officers and men engaged, but the greenest 
l a n d s  wither in the cold shadow of such a 
miserable d i i t e r  as that battle m, and 
for that reason its description here will be 
brief. Fredericksburg was the G e b  
mane of the Union cause, and ita battle- 
field M the Golgotha of the Army of ' 

c+T wretched butchery of that ill-fated 13th 
.of December coet the writer a gallant 

/hn. ; d'Nf; relative, 8srg7t 8am BU~U, of ~a t t e ry  E, 
p/* .,* 4th Regnlara Fickle as ia the fortune of 

war, it has always aeemed that the butchery of Fredericksbnrg trsnscended 
even the m p e  of that apology, and that the unfortunate men who shed 
their blood there h d  less glory to asma@ their pangs than the victima of 
any other battle known to civilized history. 

It bas already been remarked that the mpe of this volume does not 
contemplate exhaustive details of battles, but is c o h e d  to such mention 
s f  the action of co-operating or supporting forcee ea may be necessary to a 
clear understanding of the operations of the Battery ihlC It often hap. 
pened, as at  Antietam, already dated,  or in later battles, ea will appear in 
subsequent pages, that the Battery was involved in the vortex of battle a t  
points of vital importance, and thereby became the focus of combat to an 
extent requiring considerable reference to other orgauizations; but Eked- 



edcksbnrg was hardly one of these instsncea In  general, i t  m y  be odd 
that the effective ppreeent for duty equipped of infentty and artillery of the 
Army of the Potomac was greater a t  Frederickeburg than in sny other 
battle of the war. The force wes 114,000 men and 66 bstteriee, aggregating 
352 guns, or 44 eir-gnn snd 22 four-gnn batteries. The same wm trne of 
the Army of Northern Virginia, which had, according to the field r e t m  
of Dec. 10,1862,78,800 men snd 272 gnna I t  ia hardly n m r y  to spe8k. 
of the mpective nwrcrls of the two forcea At no time during the asd a d .  

, trsgic history of ita 5ret two yeam had the Army of the P o t o m  had leae. 
' reeeon to put ite trnst in the God of Battlea or more reseon to doubt the 

omen8 of the fortunea of war thsn now. Ita commander was a man of fine 
personal appearance, reeonant general orders, windy proclamstions, little 
militmy prestige, and, if pomible, leae aenae, destitute slike of the respect 
of hie eubordinste oflcers and of the wddence of hia men. Such facte- 
could not be concealed from men of each average intelligence and discern- 
ment as the rank and file of the Potomac Army. The result wes that the 
great hoet d the Rappshannock in a mood of sullen apathy to danger 
and amnlted an exultant enemy behind impregnable works with a dogged. 
indifference to conaeqnencee which warlike history may be @arched in vain. 
to find a parallel for. Of the rmylnificent and hitherto unprecedented. 
artillery force preaent, about 200 guns were left on the north bank of the: 
river to pound vainly a t  ridicnloua ranges upon an enemy either securely 
sheltered by his own works or msaked by the near approach of our 
aseenlting columns. Of the 140-odd grins that crossed with the infantry, 
more than half were jammed up in the atreeta of Frederickebnrg, whence. 
they could be extricated only by hauling them back again in silence to the 
north benk, where the only compeneetion for their useleamess wag their 
eafety. 80 far as actusl fighting on the south aide of the river ia concerned,. 
i t  appears that only about 16 batten-, aggregating 82 gnns, were engaged,. 
and of them only eight were in poeition to be perceptibly effective or in 
serious danger themmlvea. Theae were Hazard's (B) let Rhode Island and 
Egm's (E) 4th Regulars, belonging to the Second C o w  ; Edgell'e 18t New 
Hrunp&im, Stewart's (B) 4th Regulars snd Hsll'a 26 Maine, of the First 
Co-, with Simpson's (A) and Amaden's (G) 1st Pennaylvanie, attached to. 
Meade1a Division, and Butler's (G), of the 26 Regalam, belonging to the. 
Sixth Corps It ia hardly n m r y  to enlarge on this pmpoeition. The- 
grand totel of artillery 1- for the whole 66 bstteries preaent a t .  
Frederickebnrg was 176, of which the eight above mentioned lost 101, aa 
follows : 

Hazard'e (B) 1st Rhode Island.. ................................... 16 
Egan'e (E) 4th Regulars.. ............................................. 13 
Edgell's 1st New Hampehire.. ........................................ 16 
Stewart's (B) 4th Regulars.. .......................................... 10-(8). 
Hall's Zd Maine.. ...................................................... 15 
Simpeon's (A) let Pennsylvania.. .................................... U 
Amaden's (Q) 1st Pennnylvania.. ..................................... 9 
Butler's (a) ad Regulw.. ............................................ 10. 



Of the other 58 batteries only 19 were salEciently in d o n  to 
"'show blood," and t h w  lost altogether 75 men. It remains to be seid 
'that every battery which got a chance a t  the enemy acquitted itaelf with 
.credit, and the work done by Hazard, Egen and Hall was particularly 
brilliant. 

We had two men killed outright - Bartley F w ,  h m  the Id Wie- 
 ams sin, and Patrick Hogan, Regular. Of the wounded, t h  lost limbe, 
.and one of them- John Johnson, from the 2d Wimwnain-had his right 
.$rm torn off a t  the shoulder by a solid shot, which carried away so much 
of the shoulder that the cavity of the body was exposed and the tiesue of 
the lung plainly visible through the hole. The medical and surgical 
reports eay that this wound, taking into m u n t  the nature of the shock 
.and the subsequent exposure of the vital organs-several h o r n  elapsing 
before the wound could be properly dread-was almost n&y fatal, 
and that Johnson's recovery waa literally miraculous But he did recover, 
.and is very much alive a t  this writing, being en able and eflicient Clerk in 
the Register's Ofiice of the Treasnry, hsving learned to write rapidly and 

.excellently with his leR hand. 'I Johnny," as the boys used to call him, 
wag a Norwegian boy of about 18 or 19 yean, when wounded. His m a  
is noted for invariable courage, fortitude and endurance. The way he 
.etood up under this terrible wound caused his name to be cherished by 
hi comrades in the Battery as an example of I' grit" and nerve. William 
Hogarty, from the 23d New York, loet his leR arm. 

During the 14th and until after dark of the 15th of December all the 
batteries remained substantially in the positions they occupied at  the close 
,of Saturday's battle. It being deemed important to hold the cmearoada 
where Stewart was posted, the Battery wag directed to remain there, which 
was practically an artillery picket, as its only support was our own picket- 
line, while the enemy advanced his pickets to within 200 or 250 yards of 
,our muzzlea. During the day, Sunday and also Monday, t h w  picketa were 
.drawn back, to be advanced again a t  night. Bnt there waa little or no 
sharpshooting, and during Sunday afternoon there was an informal truce 
for a couple of hours, during which time the wounded remaining between 
the lines were collected and the dead buried-at least on that front. 
During this period the men of the two armies mingled freely, and our 
boys were informed that the battery they had handled so roughly-blow- 
ing up a caiaaou, dismounting one of their guna and driving the rest out ' 

of position-was one of the celebrated batteries of the Washington Artil- 
lery of New Orleans. As soon as it waa dark Monday night ordera came 
to withdraw to the north side of the river. This was an easy task for the 
other batteries of the corps, as they were considerably to the rear and pro- 
tected by the main body of the infantry. Bnt Stewart had no f i n t r y  in  
his front except the enemy's picket+ and none in immediate supporting 
distance of him except our own pickets, whose line waa that of the road 
in which the guna stood in  battery. Hence i t  was di5icnlt to withdrew 
the  guns withont attracting attention, which, without doubt, would have 
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been the aignal for a rush on their part to take the gans. Carsfhl ream- 
noissance from our line, conducted by Lieut. Davieon, Serg't Mitchell, 
Corp'l Murphy and Private John Lackey, who crawled out considerable 
distances to the front just atter dark, 
developed the fact that the enemy's 
picketa were within M)O feet of the 
guns, and thst their picket line was 
really a heavy akirmish force, from 
which a rush was to be apprehended 
if they ehould detect signs of retrest 
on our part. Under these circnm- 
stances, the guns were limbered as 
ailently as possible and hauled off, 
still ahotted with double canister and 
primed ready for action if the enemy 
should attempt a rush. 

This little affair was considered by 
Gen. W&,wright, Chief of Artillerg 

of the Firat Corps, to be of sufficient 
importance to warrant the following 
credit in  his official report: THE R~conn018sanrn. 

Boon after 8 o'clock on Monday night, in accordance with your orders. I 
oommenaed withdrawing the batteries along our line, beginning with Lieut. 
Stewart's, which was the most exposed, being within 200 yards of the enemy's 
pickets. This and all the others were got off without any disturbance, and be- 
fore 11 o'clock they were safely on this side of the river. without, so far as I 
can learn, leaving a serviceable'harness strap behind. With hardly an ex- 
ception, the otacera and men executed this delicate movement to perfection. 
Stewart's Battery, being most exposed, deS0~eS especial praise for the nolee- 
leasnesa with which they brought off their guns and caissons. 

The enlisted men mentioned by Stewart for conspicuous conduct a t  
F'redericksbug were Mitchell, McBnde, Chapin, Cahill Jimmy Maher, 
Priest, McDongall, Mnrphy, Ned Armstrong, Ed. Thorpe, John Lackey 

JO~I I  s a n b o n  
After this disastrous battle the Battery returned to armp on the Belle 

Plaine Road, where it  remained without incident of note during the re- 
mainder of the gloomy Winter of 1862-63. Private William Hogarty, 
who had lost hi left arm at  Mericksburg, was promoted to be Second 
Lieutenant in the Veteran Reserve C o p ,  and Corp'l Ira Slawson received 
a commission in the New York Volunteers. Both these young men were 
detached volunteers f y m  the 23d New York, and had sen-ed with the 
Battery since October, 1861. Along in February, 1863, Stewart ascer- 
t a i i  that the two-year men from the New York regiments, whoae time 
would expire early in May, were not disposed to reenlist. As there were 
about 40 of them in the Battery it would be newswry to fill their places. 
It was probable that active operations would be in progress again about 
the time when their terms would expire. Hence Stewart thought it 
Would be better to let them go then and get t h y e a r  men in their 



placeaintimeto drill the Iptter,rather then wait t o L L m a p  h o r n  Qoeaing 
?he etaearn." &I he sent the two-year men bsck to their regiments and 
Wed thek placea with 17 r e m i t s  from the 7th W h n s i n ,  22 from the 
24th Michigan, which had recently joined the Iron Brigade, together with 
dx thee-year New ~ o r k e r a  

The men from the 7th Wiaoonsin in this detachment were: Dave 
Smith, Andy Wikimon, C W c d  Scott, Jim Rogers, Henry Jeesee, Hugh 
Evans, Fred. Barbour, Oeorge Smith, John J o h n ,  James B W ,  Ahaz 
Thurston, Winfield 8. Willkmq Luuns Merahall, Billy Hinman, Rufe 
H o d g e m ,  C k q e  W. Barhydt snd Horace Ellin. From the 24th Michi- 
pan crune M o r e  M e ,  Lyman B W y ,  Henry Brown, Anthony 
Eberta, William Fmke, Ed. Gore, Theo. Grover, Jiunea Qnnsollis, John 
Happy, Billy Irvhg, h k  Kellogg, John McDermott, Robert Morris, 
George Onkley, John Orth, John Patten, Charlee Patten, Robert Reed, 
Will Robinson, Bill Thornton, Imac VanDicar, Abe Velie. Of the six 
New Yorkers, only four were ret&ed-M McCormick, Oeorge C. 
Bafiett, Anee J i l b n  and the author. (Another one, Frmk Root, waa ae 
cepted on reapplication in the Fdl, affar Gettysbnrg.) There wae also one 
from the 107th Pennsylvania, Peter bsdrewa This waa e reinforcement 
of 44 men, or rather boys, as very few of them were over 20 yerue of age, 
and brought the Battery up to its working etrength @. 

My original a i p n e n t  was to the gun detachment commanded by 
Serglt M e r i c k  A. Chapin. He was an " Old Regnler, l' e veteran of the 
Utah expedition, and one of the b&hearted comredea it wae ever my 
fortune to know. He wae liked by every one who came in contact with 
him, and as e soldier he had no superior, having been apedally mentioned 
for dietingnished conduct in every action of the Battery up to that time. 
He left the Battery upon the expimtion of his five-year term in June, 1863, 
and ai?.erward, it was mid, beaune a Lieutenant of volunteers Besidea 
Mitchell, McBride and Chapin, the other Sergeants a t  this time were 

er Edgar A. Thorpe, James Cahill, Robert and Henry Moore. Yk Robert M wae abaent, on either mcmiting service or ordnance duty, 
and Henry G. McDougall was acting in  his place, Among the noteworthy 
charactera waa brglt Jarnee Maher, or "Uncle Jimmy, l 1  as he was gen- 
erally called by the boya He wae a grim "Old Begnlar,ll having served 
several yeare in the British army, including the Crimean war, before enlist- 
ing in  our service. " Jimmy l 1  waa s typical Irishman, brave, generow, 
jovial and irascible. He served through to the end of the war and some 
time afferward, and a t  this writing lives a t  Dnvall's Bid, Ark., whence 
he hss from time to time written me valuable mggeationa in regard to the 
make-up of this volume. On the whole, I think it perfectly safe to say 
that the non-commieaioned,o~cem of Battery B were a t  this time not sur- 
paseed in  manly c h w t e r  or soldierly quality by thoee of any other battery 
in the world. Every one of them waa perfectly capable of b d . l . i q  e 
d o n ,  or, if need be, the whole Battery in any kind of emergency. 

The relief of Bnrnside and the aeeignment of Hooker to command the 



Army of the Potomec, while per- inspiring the men with that kind of 
sardonic satiefaction which proceede from comcioueneae that any sort of 
change mnst be for the better, did not create any wild enth-. Hooker 
waa known to the m y  as "Fighting Joe," a soubriqpet which had been 
given to him by his old division in the Peninsular campsign. The troop 
of the First Corpe, whom he had commanded a t  Antietam, reepected him. 
But even the capability of enthnsiaam seemed to have died out of the army 
a t  this time. It was ready to fight a@ ae it had o&n fonght before. 
Aa a body ita superb conrage and ita s t o i d  fortitude had not diminkhe& 
nor had the enlisted men loat a psrticle of their self-reliance. But the 
rmik and file of the Army of the Potomae had begnn to consider them- 
selves better soldiem than their commandera Probably the ideal army e 
one in which no mch thing as "public opinion " can exist. But the h y  
of thd Potomac waa not made up of that sort of soldiery. On the con- 
trarg, every comparny or battery camp waa s community of .American dti-. 
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zene, and every log hut in the 
. . - .--- . -=-. - . - - Winter quartem waa an imp- 

viaed "debting society" of' 
bright, smart young men asdt 
boys, for the moat part fairly 
educated, and retaining, despite' 
military discipline, the hsbita of 
free thought and free speech 
which had been bred in their- 
flesh and bone in the peaceful 
days gone by. Hence the Army 
was full of public opinion, which 
was neither slow nor diflident in 
finding expression; snd there 
were few officers, no matter 
what their rank, who would 
have felt flattered by the average 
campfire discussions in the Win- 

d. CAMP " D E B A T X ~  80CfETY.'' ter qmrs of 1 8 6 m .  
But throughall thisdiscontent, want ofconfidenceand even apathy, ran 

a Gein of good-natured cynicism, in which the men reasoned that ' 'the old 
h g  was still there," and would be found there a t  the finish right side u p  
and on top, and that, though it might be through great tribulation, we 
were going to whip the Rebela asd restore the Union some way, sometime 
and somehow in spite of poor commanders, silly editors, scheming poli- 
ticisns d thieving contractom ! 

In wch a frame of mind the Army passed, the time from December to 
May in tireless drills, reviews, inspections, fat ippart ies and dl the other 
incident8 of a Winter camp of preparation for hostilities in the Spring. 
Considerable chsngea took place in the orgsnization of the Army. Bnm- 
side's "Grand Divisions " were discontinued and the normal condition of 

I 





the army corps wrul resumed. The First Corps remained under command 
of Gen. Reynolds, but Meadels Division of Pennsylvania Reaerves was 
transferred to the Fifth Corps, and a new Third Division, under command 
of Gen. Doubleday, was organized in its place, consisting also of Pennsyl- 
vanians. They were the 121st, 135th, 1426 and 151st1 brigsded under 
Gen. T. A. Rowley, and the 143d, 149th and 150th, brigmded under Col. 
Stone. Them regiments had dl been rmised in the Fall of 1862, and had 
not seen much senice a t  this time, though they were soon to win high 
rank and imperishable renown. 

The artillery of the First Corps maintained its former organization, the 
batteries being attached to the infantry divisions. The only change was 
the detachment of Battery Dl 1st Rhode I s h d ,  from the First Division. 
It went into the Ninth Corpa, and we did not see it again. This left Rey- 
nolds's (L) 1st New York, Edgell's let New Hampahire and Stewart's (B), 
of the 4th Regnlare, attached to the First Division of the First Corps; 
Hall's 2d Maine, Leppienls 5th Maine (afterward Stevens's), Thompeon7s 
(C) Pennaylvanis and Ransom's (C) 5th Begnlera, at,tached to the Second 
Division, with Cooper's (B), Rickette's (F) and Amden's (0) lst Pennayl- 
vania, attached to the Third Division. 

The strength of the Army of the P o t o m  on April 30,1863, was reported 
to be 114,500 of m l l  ranks and arms. But it was notorions that not mom 
than 82,000 to 85,000 musketa crossed the river to fight the battle of C b n -  
cellorsville. The artillery consisted of 57 batteries distributed among the 
infantry divisions and 14 in reserve. The total number of guns wae 384, 
and the personnel aggregated over 7,500 men, most of the b a W e a  being 
pretty full-handed at  this time. 

The artillery which was with the Second, Third, Eleventh and Twelfth 
Corps did yeoman service a t  Chancellorsville, ss did a h  two or three of 
the Fifth Corpa batteries. But the batteries of the Sixth Corpa, for some 
m n ,  cnt but a comparatively small figure in the desperate struggle of 
that corps a t  Smlem Church on May 4, while the First Corps bmtteries,. ex- 
cepting the 5th Maine, shared the inaction of that corpa and performed no 
service worth mentioning. As for Battery B, it was engaged briefly on the 
extreme left a t  Fitzhugh7s C d n g  May 1, and lost two men wounded - 
Phil. h z i e r ,  who died of his wounds sometime afterward, and another 
man slightly. On May 3, the Corps having been brought round to the 
extreme right, the Batterg wns in action again for a short time near Hunt- 
ing Creek Crossing, and had two more men wounded or W g .  

The 5th Maine Battery, however, early in the morning of May 3, waa 
detached fmm the First Corps and ordered to report to the Chief of Artil- 
lery of the Second Corps, near the Chancellor H o w .  ,There i t  became 
engaged in a most deapemte combat, in which it had b u t  30 men killed 
and wounded, including ita gallant and accomplished Csptain, George F. 
Leppien. All the acconnta were to the effect that the 5th Maine Battery 
covered itself with glory on this occasion, fighting at  the closeat mnge 
against both infantry and artillery until ita ammunition was expended, 
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d then saving ell its gnns and caissons, notwithstanding that its loee of 
h o w  was so great m to require some of the gnns to be hauled off by hand 
with the aid of some men of the I* Brigade, of the 8econd Corpe, consist- 
ing of the 28th Maseachusette, 63d,69th end S t h  New York and 116th 
Pe~sylvania.  

All the artillery that wm in action a t  C h s n c e I l o d e  behaved splen- 
didly. In fact there was no battle of the whole war in which that arm 
of the aervice performed more efficient and deoieive service than it  did 
in arresting Jackson's advance in the evening of May 2 after the mnt, of 
the right flank of the army. There hae been so much dispute about the 
proper credit for thie performance that it is r delicate subject to deaJ with. 
The beat evidence, from d n l  comparison of oficial reports, shows 
thst Martin's 6th New York, Clark's 2d New Jereey Battery of Par- 
rott gum, Lewis's 10th New York, Bnrton's 11th New York nnd Hunt- 
ington's (H) 1st Ohio were formed in grand battery of 22 guns by the joint 
effortu of Gen. Pleaeonton and Capt. Huntington, and that, while they 
were forming, a forlorn-hope charge was made by the 8th Pennsylvania 
Cavalry, under u s .  Peter Keenan and Pemock Hney, of that regiment, 
to check Jackson for a moment to enable them to get in battery and load. 
Many anecdotes have been related of this joint forlorn hope of mvdry and 
artillery, and it was a staple of campfire gomip for a long time afterward. 
The general impregsiou among the troops was that the charge of the 8th 
Pennsylvania Cavalry wae the most heroic act performed by that arm of 
the service during the whole war, and that the behavior of the batteries 
above named left nothing to be desired. 

In the conflict of May 3, chiefly involving the Third Army Corps, the 
palm for artillery service waa won by Frank Seeleyla Battery (K), of the 4th 
Regalma, closely seconded by Winslow's (D) 1st New York and Dimick's 
(H), of the 1st Regulars. The spirit of generow rivalry which always 
prevailed among the batteries of the 4th Regular artillery require3 that a 
representative of Battery B should aay that the behavior of Battery K a t  
Wcellorsville, in the battle of May 3, wae not surpassed by that of any 
battery in any battle, and waa seldom if ever equalled. Nothing short of 
the behavior of Burnham's Battery (H), of the 5th Regnlars, at  Chicka- 
mauga, or Stewart's (B), a t  Antietam, already described, mn be compared 
with it. And even then it  is doubtful whether, all things considered, the 
behavior of Seeley and his men waa not entitled to the first rank in the 
history of the Regular artillery ! Because, while Steware and his men a t  
Anti6ltam and Burnham and hie men at  C h i c k h u g a  were fighting with 
some hope of SUM a d  some chance of victory, poor Seeley and his de- 
voted Cannoneers had to struggle in the face of certain defeat and to fight 
as they fought and die as they died in the cold shade of foregone disaster. 
What they did and how they died fills an honorable page in the history of 
the Regular artillery, and the only regret is the melancholy fact that 
m m d  that page. must be drawn a heavy black border of mourning for the 
futility of their devotion and their daring. It was not their fault. Poor, 



humble eubaltem, Bergeante, Corporals end Csnnoneers, M they were, 
they did and dared and died in the wreclr of ~ l l o m v i l l e  jnat M 

grandly and w gamely w they would have done amid the glories of Gettp 
burg ! It wrvs all the same a t  last. Let old K, of the 4th ktillery, cherish 
her m r d  of Chance.llomvill8. No other bettery of the Regular artillery 
will ever do mything to make it grow dim! 

According to the teutimony of hie men, Frrrnt Sealey waa about like 
our own Stewart w an ofacer and a man. Private Andrew J. Miller, who 
served in Battery K all through the war, writeu m follows conearning him ; 
and all old soldiem will agree that the gregteut glory that a wmpsny or 
bsttery commander can win ia the prsim of hie &ted men C o d e  
Miller says : 

Lieut. Beeley mee from the rank& and he wan one of t h a e  oool, breve men 
that always *'lrtood by." He waa a good omoer, and hL ohersoter L sbove 
reproaoh. I knew him from Yorktown to Gtettyabu~, where he waa badly 
wounded s t  the Peaah Omhard. Our battery end Battery B were always on 
the beet of terms, and we knew all sbout Stewart-"Old Jook," aa they ueed 
to 0811 him. Everything that you boya of Battery B oould any in praise of 
Stewart. we of Battery K would oordially eoho in favor of our own Frank W. 
Beeley. 

While the battle of Chan~~llcnaviIle waa going on a number of na 
detailed from the d ie ren t  batteriee of the First Cow had been abaent a t  
what was called "Dismonnted Camp " after new horses to replaca the rav- 
ages of the preceding campaigns Thia detail 'was made about the middle 
of April, and ita duties did not terminate until about the middle of May, 
so the men engaged in it miseed the Chancallorsville campaign eltdgether, 
which was not a matter to be regretted, as i t  eaved ne one defeat ! 

Our atay there was longer then we had expectd, and it wse a fortnight 
or more before the o5car in charge-a Lientensnt belonging to another 
battery-could get hia complement of homea of the quality he desired. 
Returning to camp on the Rappahamock, several weeke were spent in 
comparative inaction, watching the manuvers of the Rebel army on the 
other side of the river. Daring this time the Battery was drilled in man- 
ual of the piece, school of the &on and battery drill, tirelessly, in order 
to familiarize the newlydetached volunteers with their duties and to train 
the new h m  There waa something grand and inspiring in the fierce 
clash and clamor of a battery manuvering at  a gallop over rongh fielda, 
with the tramp of its powerful ho-, the thnnderona rumble of ita huge 
wheels, the shrill blast of ita buglea, the ahonta of the drivers, the waving 

, of guidons and the glittering of ita polished braes guns in the sunlight. 
However, no event of importance happened for eeveral weeks. Gloomy w 
was this Winter and Spring of 186243 in front of Fredericbbnrg, it muat 
not be imagined that the b o p  failed to divert themaelvee. 

Among other institutions in the Battery was an amatear "opera," 
eometimes performing aa a "minstrel tronp," in which Billy Irving and 
A m  Jilleon or Tom Price were first-rete "end men, " while sometimes 
Packard and sometimes Lon. Prieat acted aa ''impresearioH and the author 



as ''second tenor." Fire of those youthful voices were stilled forever- 
Charley Sprague, a t  Gettysburg ; Billy Irving and Anm Jilleon, a t  Spott- 
sylvania ; Packad, a t  Jericho Ford, and " Brig." Johnmn in the slow tor- 
ture of Andersonville ! Another of our divereions was sparring or boxing 
with gloves, which Stewart always encouraged, and which formed one of 
the regular " exercises " of the Battery. There was no lack of teachers. 
Beaidea Stewart and Davison, who were both accomplished pugilists, there 
were Serg'ts Mitchell, &hill, Fred. Chapin and Jimmy Maher (who had 
been a British mldier before enlisting in our Army, and was all through 
the Crimean war), of the Old Regulars, and Bill Bartholomew, Tom Clarke, 
Pat. Wallace, Lon Priest, Packsrd, J im Moore and several othem of the 
older Wi8~011sin rolunteera. One day the boys were ha\ing "set-to's" 
down near the forage-pile, with Johnny Cook as "bottle-holder." I had 
been succesqful in n s n ~ d l  bout with a boy of my own age and size, when 

Serg't Cahill came down to see the fnn. Jim was one of the best men 
of his inches in the Army. About five feet eight or nine inchea tall, he 
was built like a four-yeardd bull, lLnd would strip a t  about 180 pounds. 
He had lived nearly all his life in  camp, being one of the oldest Regulars 
and, literally, a man of iron. Flushed with success, I challenged him to 
put on the gloves. The old fellow finally peeled his jacket, put on the 
gloves and good-naturedly began "spamng for pointe" lightly, while I 
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tried my best to '' dug " him. I was a t  this time well g r o q  five feet 
seven and one-half inchea, weighed 157 pounds, and could throw hand- 
springe over the polea of the guns in park. Jim's patronizing way a@p- 
vated me, aa he let d l  the boys see that he waa only trying to " etop " me 
playfully, and eo I called out, "Come on, I'm not a d  ; hit me ! Let's 
have a good rally ! fl 

" Oh, " he said, "you're nothing bat a cab (a nickname, by the way, 
which always stuck to me afterward), you're nothing but a cub ; I don't 
want to hit yon." 

But I kept teasing him, and 5 a l l y  he d d ,  '' Look out, now," feinted 
with his left for my side and, aa I threw my guard down, gave me a 
terrific straight right-hander plumb on the point of the chin ! I think I 
went about 10 feet, striking the ground a11 in a heap, and probably 
''sliding" a foot or two after I struck. Old Jim thought he had hnrt 
me and rushed to help me up. In fact I felt of my neck to see if it 
wasn't broken, being completely dazed by the shock ! The gloves were 
soft and I waen't hurt, but if it had been a bare-knuckle blow my jaw 
would have been broken m. "Old Jim" always stood v e v  high in 
my estimation after that. With such diversions we whiled away the 
d r e w  days in front of Rwhicksburg. 



CHAPTER IV. * 
- 

ABTILLERY REOBOANIZATION - MAECHINO TO G ~ S B W Q -  WE 
STBIKE FREE SOIL - FIRST DAY'S BAT~LE -CUTLEB'S BBIGADE 
LEAM OFF-THE BATTERY AT TEE RAILBOAD CUT -TEBBIFIC 
SL~QQING AT SHORT RANQE-HEBOISM OF OCB INFANTBY SUP- 
POBTB- DAVISON AND TEE LEFT-HALF B A ~ Y  - STEWART 
SL~~BOUNDED AND CUTB HIS WAY Om-FALLING BACK TO TEE 
HILL -THE SECOND DAY - EABLY'S CEARQE-SPBIQQ CA& 
mu's COUNTEB-CHAEQE-THE TEIBD DAY - CULP'S HILC- 
COLOSSAL CANNONADE- PICKEIT'S CHARGE. - BOUT the middle of May the artil- 

lery underwent a reorganization. 
Hitherto batteries had been attached 
to divisions, and though for eome time 

l -  an oBcer had been remgnhd as 

artillery." But now all the artillery 

teries were attached to each infantry 
division forming part of it, and under the orders of the Division Com- 
mander. This system held away until changed to the corpe wm, where 
a11 the batteries belonging to en army corpa were gron@ into what was 
called the '' Artillery Brigade." 

For administxnti\~e pnrpoees the ArtiUar~r Brigada was a diathct or- 
ganization, having a commander, who was called the "Corpe Chief of 
Artillery," with staff arrangements of their own about the same as a 
regiment of cavalry or infantry would have. The batteries, however, re- 

9 mained to a certain extent independent as to action, and were d g n e d  to 



temporary service with d i d o n s , m d  evep with brigdea, when expedient. 
No effort wee msde to keep batteries of the same artilley regiment to- 
gether, Regular or volunteer. In fact, it wae the policy to keep them in 
that mpect  separated as much as poesible. The Regular artillery, aa is 
well known, consisted of five regiment8 of 12 batteries each, and them 
were scattered all over the theater of war, serving with every army from 
the Potomao to the Mississippi. In the volunteer artillery the Stater had 
followed two different modes of organization. y n  aome States the volun- 
teer batteriaa were laised as entirely independent o r g a n h t i o q  and 
numbered 1st battery, 2d b t t e  y, etc. ; as, for example, those from Msine 
or Wisconsin. Other Statea orgsnized their ertille y in regiments, on the 
plan of the Regnlsre, and designated them by letter; as, for example, 
Pennsylvania New York, Ohio and Illinois had both systems in oper- 
ation, keeping up both independent betteries and artillery regimente. If 
we conaider that the bsttery is the true unit of service in the field, we may 
conclude that it ought to be an independent orgasization in all other re- 
specta But, as in  large srmieu, artillery officers of higher rank than bat- 
tery Captsins are needed for the command of the corpe brigades, the 
artillery reserve, and for handling that arm in maaw whenever concen- 
tration is desirable, the regimental system becomes neceesary to afford 
mesns of conferring suitable rank on such oflicera in their own branch. 

But whether independent and designated by number, or regimental and 
designated by letter, oflicially, every bttey soon b e m e  known in the 
Army by the nsme of ita Captain, and by that title ita exploita pa& into 
history. This becsme inconvenient and often confusing to the reader of 
history, ee commanding offlcens were f q h e n t l y  changed, and with them 
the current designation of the battery would be correspondingly altered. 
In  our cagethe Battery was known between 1861-65 as " G i b b ~ n ~ s , ' ~  
"Csmpbell's," "Stewart's," and "Mitchell's," though so much of its 
work was done and ita fame earned under command of Stewart that the 
other namea are not usually connected with ita history. 

Under this reorganization the Artillery Brigade of the Firat Corps con- 
aisted of the I d  Maine Battery, Capt. James Hall ; Battery L, 1st New 
York, Capt. Reynolds; the 6th Mdne, Capt. Greenleaf Stevens; Battery 
B, 1st Pennsylvania, Capt. James Cooper, and onn),'which was the only 
Regular Battery in  the brigade. 

These four volunteer batteries were dl excellent organizations, and 
haying been without exception d e e d  in 1861, they had become thorough 
veterans a t  this time. As to excellence of service there a n  be no invidious 
comparisons between them, but in a personal sense there waa cloeer fellow- 
ship-between us and the Maine boys, particularly Stevens's, than between 
us and our New York or Pennsylvania comradea This may have been 
due in some degree to the fact that Stevens's battery and oura were armed 
aliki, both having 1Zpoonder brass Napoleons, while the other three were 
armed with the three-inch wrought-iron rifle, commonly temed the Rod- 
&I field piece. The exigencies of service frequently reqnired all kinds I 



of guns to be put to the same rises; but, as a rule, whenever there 
was opportunity for choice, the rifle batteriea were used for long-range 
shelling, while our smooth-bore 12-poundera wonld be put in  close. qnar- 
tern to doctor the charging lines of the enemy with double canister. But 
the rifle batteries frequently got in cloee qmrtera, where they a h  used 
canister with effect, though they could not load and fire quite as rapidly as 
the smooth-bore batteriea could ; while we, in turn, got our sham of long- 
range shell and shrapnel Business. 

Speaking of Stevens's battery, we need to knew it6 boys almost as well 
as we did our own. There was a good deal in common between us, many 
of them being Kennebec lumbermen, as many of our boys were Wisconsin 
lumbermen. Beaides Capt. Stevens, there were Lieuts. Clark and Whittier, . Serglta Hunt, Jim Bartlett and Ed. Stevens, together with George Whittier, 
the Lieutenant's brother or cousin, who wae sometimes on detached duty 
at  headquarters %vith me later than this ; Jim White, the two Woodbury 
boys, Charley h e ,  A1 Harmon, John Murphy, Ben Mom, Ed. Shuns,  
Ike Rt. Clair, Hank Hamilton, Charley Cook, Bill Brown, and two or three 
other Browna, Mike Hickey, a typical Irish soldier, Dave Black, Bill 
Towne, Con Powers, Hiram Paul, Andy Welch, and many others-but 
this is not a sketch of Stevens's battery. Reynolds's was known among 
the New York troops as "the Rochester Battery," fmm being mainly raised 
in that city. Just now there occur to me the two Buell boys, Austin asd 
Melville - distant relatives of mine - Serglt George Sill, Moeier, Nelson, 
Ganyard, Chapman, Lieuts. George Breck and Wilbour, etc. Stewart and 
Stevens were always great friends, being doubtless more intimate than any 
other two battery commandera in  the brigade. 

' 

The enlisted men of the artillery a t  thii time were personally armed 
with sabers, a clumsy weapon and perfectly absurd, becaw i t  was of no 
use, and, when worn, was always in the way. The artillery saber was 
,more curved than even the wvahy sword, which increased ita uselessness 
and nnhandiness. 

A more ridiculous spectacle can hardly be imagined than a Cannoneer 
, sponging and loading in the position of No. 1, or running back and forth 

between the gun and ammunition chest as No. 5, with a long, cmoked 
cheeseknife in a heavy scabbad dangling at  his hip and getting between 
his legs to trip him up. Moreover, the only need a Cannoneer could ever 
have for a personal weapon at  all would be when charged by infantry at  close 
quarters, and in that caee the old crooked, dull saber wonld be about ae 
meleas against a musket and byonet as any incumbmce that could be 
devised. 

The true side-mm for enlisted artillerymen is the revolver, and' they 
should never be required to carry any other. The non-commidoned offi- 
cera of artillery-that is, the Sergeante-were provided with revolyers 
from the start ; but it was not until 1863, and after a number of batteries 
had been run over and captured, that our slow-going ordnance authoritierr 
concluded to serve out revolvers to the Gunners and Cannoneers, and even' 
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then m y  batten- never got them at  all. Our Captain waa too old and' 
pract id  8 eoldier not to 8ee the absurdity of the saber, and eo we were 
never incumbered with it in battery drill or in action ; but they had to be 1 
kept along, aa the regulations required iq and so they were d e d  in the 
wagon. We had to keep them and their scabbards bright, which involved 
work that might better have been expended in grooming the horsea or- 
taking care of the harness and gnna However, the sabers had to be kept 
on h d  for the satisfaction of the inspecting officer when he came round' 
once a month. t 

The volunteer batteries in the Rrst  Corps Brigade generally had the, 
advantage of ns in number of men present for duty, they frequently hav- 
ing aa many as 130, while we aeldom exceeded 100. This waa owing to 
the fact that they could always get recruita from home, and each battery 
had more or less of load repntation where it wae raised, which facilitated' 
recruiting ; whereas we had to depend on detached men from infantry regi- 
menta in  the corps, and could not always get them, particularly after the 
Battery had begun to get ita name up for desperate fighting and appalling 
lessee. 

During this time the Firee Corps held the left of the army, camping 
along the Belle Plaine Road as far back as White Oak Church, and made 
no movement from the end of the battle of Chancellorsville till the middle. 
of June, when i t  broke camp and marched to Bealeton, where it halted to 
obeerve the fords on the roads leading to Culpeper, where Longstreet was 

. understood to be with his whole corps. In the meantime Pleasonton's 
cavalry wae active, and had a deapemte fight a t  B m d y  Station, jnst be- 
fore our arrival a t  Bealeton, in which a horse-battery (Martin's 6th 
New York) had edered heavily and gained great d t .  From this 
place we withdrew slowly by way of Manassas, through Centemille, to 
a point on the line of the Alexandria and Loudoun Road, called '' Hern- 
don%," where we camped two or three daya From there we moved rap- 
idly to the Potomaq a t  Edwards's Ferry, where we crossed on the 25th and 
marched up the east bank of the river and halted in front of the old battle- 
field of South Mountain. It was now rumored through the camp that the. 
main Rebel army was moving up the Cnmberland Valley into Pennsyl- 
vania 

In front of ua waa South Mountain, Crampton's Gap on om immediate 
right, ssd jnst over the ridge was the Valley of the Antietam, where our 
Battery had lost ita Captain and 40-odd men killed and wounded, and 30 
or 40 horses killed or, disabled a few months before. We remained near 
Middletown the 25th and 26th, and on the 27th fell back through the gape 
toward Mechanicstown, where we arrived that night. It was by this time 
well known to all the h o p s  that Lee's army waa moving up the Cumber- 
land Valley, on the other side of the mountain from us, and we used to- 
watch every gap in momentary expectancy of seeing the head of a Con- 
Wemte colu~nn debouch from it. 

Bs we moved slowly northward, rumors of Lee's operations in Penn- 



aylvania filled the camp, and there was among the men a universal feeling 
a f  distrust as to the capacity of Gen. Hooker, who was still in the command 
.of the Army. The men had confidence in themeelves, end were aure they 
could whip the enemy if, as the veterans wed to my, '<The Pmident 
would only give na a commander who wonld flght a t  leaat one battle to a 
h iah .  " 

There wae something pitiful in the average sentiment of the rank and 
' file of the gloriona old Army of the Potomac a t  this time. The prevailing 

idea among the old eoldiers , and it formed the ataple of camp talk -was 
that  the Army wae being murdered by inches. They had always been I 

ready and anxious to fight. When beaten they had believed that i t  wae 
because of bad handling by their commanders. Even McClellan, for whom 
the veterans generally had a warm side, was criticized. They thought that 
i f  they had been allowed to follow up the Antietam &air vigoronaly, Lee'a 
:army would have bean hopelesely crippled, if not deatmyed, on the north 
aide of the river. But they always found an excuse for '' Little Mac," in 
that he hated to put hia men in unless he waa a m  to win, and that, whet- 
.ever happened, he would never get them murdered in hopelees enterpriaea 
As for Burnside, they execrated him. No epithet could be severe enough 
to express their sense of his folly and atnpidity. They always spoke of 
Fredericksburg ae a " masseme. " 

Hooker they admired to a certain extent, bat there was hardly a ml- 
dier in the ranks who did not know that the whole First Cow and part of 
the Fifth, embracing some of the oldeat and best troop in the Army, had 
hardly been permitted to pull a trigger at  Chancellomville, and it is 
hard to convince such men as the old First Corps was made of that they 
*could not have made mme impression on the fortunes of the day if they 
had been put in on the right of the Third Corps after Pleasonton and 
8ickles had checked, Jackson's attack. Knowing, as they did, that the 
Commander-in-Chief had not fought them to the best advantage a t  Chan- 
cellorsville, it was mcet natural that they ehonld distrnst his ability to 
handle them in the forthcoming great battle on onr own mil, on the result 
,of which the whole issue of the war was not unlikely to depend. The 
Antietrtm campaign, thyugh fought on mil under Union control, waa not 
regarded by the troops as really an invaeion of the North. Margland was 
more than half Rebel, anyhow, and none of the troops from tbe Northern 
.and Western States had much sympathy with her people. But Pennsyl- 
vania was held in altogether different estimation, and the thought of 5ght- 
ing a big battle on her mil inspired the men with an altogether novel sen- 
timent. Reporta were coming to na every hour giving what in the light of 
later history is known to have been frightfully exeggerated reporta of the 
numbers and equipment of Lee's army ; but we believed it all then, and 
every man in the Army of the Potomac was sure that he wae about to be 
matched against a vaetly mperior Rebel force in a strnggle which might 
end the war, and they all believed that if i t  went against na that bat- 
ltle must terminate the conflict, for it was a common k-k among the 



men, "If we are whipped here, and I pull through it  dive, I am going to 
mske tracks for home, and the provoet-guard may be -." . 

In  view of this atate of feeling, i t  is quite pmbble that, had the Army 
of the Potomac been whipped a t  Gettyeburg as, for example, Pope's army 
was at  Manaseas, it wonld have diseolved to all practical intenta and pur- 
poeee. Organizations like our own, and doubtlem some of the older volnn- 
teer regiments, would b v e  held together m d  made some aort of retreat 
toward the Suaquehanna, but the heart of the army would have been 
broken, and its power a8 a p a t  fighting unit wonld have departed to 
return no more. 

But there were no forebodings of defeat among my veteran comrades. 
The universal expression was the hope that the men would be permitted 
to fight the battle to a flnish. Any old commander of troop at  Gettys 
burg will tell you that he never before or afterward found hie men so, 
willing to advance or so reluctant to f d l  back as they were there. The 
sole inisgiving was about the Commander-in-Chief. No one questioned his 
courage, but even the buglers were convinced that he was unable tohandle 
m y  larger body than an army corps to advantage, and so the old Army of 
the Potomac moved slowly toward the scene of ita moat immortal triumph 
in a frame of mind that cannot be imagined by any one who was not a 
soldier in the mks, and that can only be described ae a sullen resolve to 
whip the fight if each Illan had to do i t  all himself. 

Such was the state of mind of the Army when, during the afternoon of 
June 29, the news sped through the ranks that Hooker had been relieved. 
In the First Corps i t  was a t  the start reported thi t  Gen. Reynolds had been 
put in Hookerls place, and, of conme, there was wild enthusiasm ; for no 
commander in any army ever had the respect and affection of his men to a 
greater extent than Reynolds had of the men of the old First. But later 
in the evening Stewart announced informally that the command of t+e 
Army had been confemd on Gen. Meade, of the Fifth Corps. He did not 
aay much about Meade, except that he was "a rattling fighter," and would 
"give old Lee a bellyful before he got throngh with him." But we all 
wanted Reynolds-at least in the First Corps ; and moat of us who survive 
believe that if he had been in command, and had not been killed as he 
was, Lee wonld have had a much livelier time getting back into Virginia 
than he did. 

We moved at daybreak the next morning, pwwd through the village 
of Emmittebnrg, and about noon halted with the head of our column at a 
bridge acres I k h d  Creek. Here we remained during the afternoon and 
night of June 30. While we lay there Pen. Buford's division of cavalry 
paeeed up the mad toward Gettysburg. They had plenty of news for us, 
and it was of an exciting character. They wonld sing out as they rode by, 
"We have found the Johnnies; they rtre just above and to the left of us, 
and the woods are full of 'em. l' 

Of c o r n  but few details conld be got, as the cavalry was moving 
rapidly, but Devins's Brigade made a brief halt in the road on our front,. 



:and some of the 6th New York men told us that they had tried to go to 
,Oettysburg early in the morning by a shorter route, and had encountelvd 
;a large force of Confederate infantry, which had compelled them to turn 
h k  and come round by Emmittaburg. The Colonel of the 6th New York 
.told Stewart that there was no doubt but that Lee's whole army was in 
(front of us, and that they -the cavalry - were advancing to bring on an 
*engagement. The known proximity of the enemy in great force, and the 
<certainty of an immediste battle, which every one said was bound to be 
.the greatest and moat desperate yet fought, began to have a perceptible 
+effect on the men. 

They were a little more serious than neual, and there wae less chaff 
and badinage among them. That was all. No one could detect the least 

.appearance of apprehenaion on the part of any man or boy in the Battery. 
The night of our halt a t  Marsh Creek occurred one of the unpleasant 

.things in the history of the Battery. Frank Noble, one of the best boys 

.we had, went to a neighboring farmhouse to get some canteens of milk. 
' The farmer, who wae doubtlea an '' Adam County Copperhead, l 1  as we 
.d to call them, demanded an exorbitant price. Fmnk got angry a t  
.this, went to the farmyard and milked one of the cows himaelf, bringing 
the milk to camp. The farmer followed and reported him. This perplexed 

$Stewart, b e c a w  Frank had been severely wounded a t  Antietam and had 
'but  recently returned to auty, and stewart always hated to p i s h  one of 
.the Antietam veterans. However, the general orders againut marauding 
of any kind were terribly stringent, and the Old Man knew that if he failed 
to take notice of the complaint it would be carried to higher authority, 
doubtless with much worse consequences both to Frank and himself. €30 he 
ordered Frank up on the caieson, which atisfled the complainant. But 
the boys all sympathized with Frank and gathered abont him to e x p m  
the$ aentimenta Stewart ordered them away, but they were sullen and 
for e few momente it seemed as if there wae going to be confusion at  least, 
if not worse trouble, which would have been terrible in e Battery with 
such a reputation for orderly conduct and good discipline. But good coun- 
wls prevailed, and afler a little vehement language and a M e  of insub 
adination the men obeyed. Frank took his punishment sullenly, and 
nothing more came of it. But he never got over it, and the next January, 
when he veteranid, he leR the Battery and returned to his regiment. No 
doubt he feels different abont it  now. 

Whatever may have been the feeling in other Corps of the Army, it is 
aafe to say that every man and boy in the h t  brps, from Gen. Reynolds 
to Johnny Cook, our Bugler, started in that July morning to whip ! There 
was a curioua sensation among us when one of the 8ergeante of Cooper's 
Bs.ttery (B, 1st Pennsylvania) came up the road about daylight on some 
e r m d  or other and remarked to some of our men who were in the road, 
" Boys, don't forget that this is free soil ! We are now about half a mile 
north of the Keystone State line ! l 1  Being fhrther intemgaM, this sturdy 
,Sergeant told us that his own home was not more than 10 or 12 rnilea 



sway-in the direction of Hanovertown-and he mid : "You am Wik 
consin, Indiana, Michigan and New York boys, and maybe you don't know 
how a Pennsylvanian feels when he may have to 0ght to-morrow in his I 
mother's dooryard ! " It is not nec- 
essary to remark that we all assured 
this stout Pennsylvania Sergeant of , 
Cooper's Battery thst Wisconsin, 
Indiaua, Michigan and New York 1'; '": 
'' wonld , stand by him until h-1 
froze over ! And then, if necessary, 
perish ontheice!!" 

The last thing we did the ni&t 
of June 30 was to draw three days' 
cooked rations, and when we were 
packing our havemks Corp'l Pack- 
a d  &: ''See here, 'Cub,' you 
want to hang onto that grub, my 
aon, because we shall probably be 
fighting up here for two or three 
days, and you can't get any more "You BET wm WILL STAND BY YOU." 
while that is going on. " 

We were tnrned out the next morning about daybreak, harnessed up, 
and, afler crossing the creek, halted to let the infmtry of Wadsworth's 
Division file by. There waa no mistake now. While we stood there 
watching these splendid soldiers file by with their long, swinging " mute- 
step," and their mnaketa glittering in the rays of the rising sun, there 
came out of the northwest a sullen " boom ! boom ! boom ! " of three guns, 
followed almost immediately by a prolonged crackling sound, which, at 
that distance, reminded one very much of the snapping of a dry brush-heap 
when you Brat set it on fire. We soon reasoned out the st& of affairs up 
in front. Buford, we calculated, had engaged the leading i n h t r y  of Lee's 
army, and waa probably trying to hold them with his cavalrg in heavy 
skirmish line, dismounted, until our infantry could come up. They said 
that the enemy had not yet developed more than a skirmish line, because 
if he had shown a heavy formation Bnford would be using his artillery, of 
which he had two or three batteries, whereas we bad thus fmr heard only 
the three cannon shota mentioned. These apparently trifling incidents 
show how the men in our Army were in the habit of observing things, and 
how unerring their judgment was, as a mle, even in mattem of m i l i w  
knowledge far beyond their sphere or control 

But my eyes were riveted on the infantry marching by. No one now 
living will ever again see those two brigades of Wadsworthls Division - 
Cutler's and the Iron Brigade-file by as they did that morning. The 
little meek made a depression in the road, with a gentle ascent on either 
side, so that from our point of view the column, as i t  came down one slope 
md up the other, had the effect of huge blue billows of men topped with a 



q r a y  of shining ateel, and the whole spectacle wae cslmlated to give nerve 
to a man who had none before. ,Partly became they had eerved together 
a long time, and, no doubt, because ao many of their men were in  our 
ranks, there wasa great affinity between the Battery and the Iron Brigade, 
which expressed itself in cheers and good-natured chafang between us se 
they went by. "Find a good place to camp ; be snre and get near a good 
dry rail fence ; tell the Johnnies we will be right dong," were the ealuta- 
tione that pmed on o m  part, while the infantry made such reaponaea as 
"All right; better stay here till we send for you; the climate up there 
may be unhealthy just now for such delicate creatures as you," and all 
that aort of thing. It was probably 8 o'clock when the laat brigade had 
@, and then we got the order to march, moving with Doubleday's 
Division. As we moved up the road we could see the troop of the next 
division coming close behind. By this time the leading regiments of 
Wadeworth's infsntry had got on the ground, and the m d s  of battle 
were increasing rapidly. 

Wadeworth's D i d o n  consisted of two brigades. The Firat was the 
Iron Brigade, compoaed of the fM, 6th, and 7th Wisconsin, 19th Indians 
and 24th Michigan. The Second was Cutler's Brigade, compoaed of the 
7th Indiana, 76th, 96th, 147th and 14th (Brooklyn) New York and 66th 
Penneylvaaia It happened to be the turn of Cutler's Brigade to lead the 
column on the morning of July 1. Comrade E. R. Graham, of the 56th 
Pennsylvania, now living a t  Grand PW, Mo., writ@ as follows concerning 
the order of advance from Marsh Chek : 

The drat infantry regiment of the Ahny of the Potomac to enter the State 
(of Pennsylvania) waa the 78th New York, under Maj. Grover, followed in 
order by the 60th Pennsylvania, commanded by Brevet Brig.-Oen. J. W. Hof- 
mann ; 147th New York, Lieut.-Col. F. C. Miller; 14th Brooklyn, Brevet Brig.- 
Gen. E. B. Fowler, and the 96th New York, under Maj. Edward Pye. The 78th 
New York, Mth Pennsylvania and 147th New York formed on the right of the 
Railroad Cut, facing west in the order indicated, and the action waa begun by 
the Mth Pennaylvania, followed instantly by the rest of the command. 

The Second Brigade was very proud of Stewart's Battery, and eupported it 
in action as often aa any other troops. 

A m f u l  survey of the ground occupied shows that the division crossed 
the State line the night before, when the Iron Brigade was leading, the 6th 
Wisconsin in front. But the 76th New York waa the regiment which led 
off for Gettysburg the next morning, when Cutler's Brigade took the head 
of column in the order of alternation that waa obeemed by the mpective 
brigadea 

The sounds of the cavalry fight had been d i i c t  ever since we left Marsh 
Creek - a fitful d l e  - but now we head fierce, angry c d  on crash, 
rapidly growing i n  volume and intensity, signifying that our leading in- 
fantry- Cutler's and the Iron Brigade-had encountered the "dough- 
boys " of Lee's advance. It is well known that the men of the Iron Brigade 
always preferred slouch hata (Western fashion), and seldom or never wore 
my. At the time thia heavy craehing bep;an we were probbly half way 



up  fmm Ma& Creek, and, as the Battery was marching at  a walk, most of 
ua were walking along with the gnne inetead of riding on the limbem. 
Among the Cannoneers was a man from the !2d W i m a i n  (John Holland) 
who took great pride in the Iron Brigade. €30, when that mdden crash I 
crash ! clash ! floated over the hilla to our ears, John mid, with visible 
enthusiasm, ''Hear that, my son ! That's the talk I The old elouch hate 
have got there, you bet ! ! 

Now the artillery began to play in enmeat, and it waa evident th&t the 
three batteries which had preceded ns were cloeely engaged, while the 
mnaketry had grown from the crackling sound of the 61' ' ' ' g we had 
heard early in the morning to an almoet inceseant oresb, which betokened 
the file firing of a main line of battle. Just before reaching the brow of 
the hill, south of the town, where we could get our h t  sight of the battle 
itself, there was a provoking halt of nearly half an honr. We could hear 
every sound, even the y e b  of the troops flghting on the ridge beyond 
Gettysbnrg, and we could see the smoke mount up and float away lazily 
to the northeaatwd ; but we could not eee the combatants While halted 
here Doubleday's Division paesed np the mad, each regiment breaking into 
double quick as i t  d e d  the top of the hi l l  The Eleventh Corps a h  
began by this time to arrive from Emmittaburg. Finally, when the last of 
the Second Brigade of Doubleday's (Stone's) had p d ,  we got the order to 
advance again, and in two minutea the whole scene burst upon ns like the 
lifting of the curtain in a p n d  play. The spectacle was simply stupen- 
dons. It ie doubtful if there waa ever a battle fought elsewhere of which 
wch a complete view was' pmsible fiom one point aa we got of that b t t l e  
when we reached the top of the hill abreast of Round Top 

The Battery kept moving rapidly to the front along the Emmittaburg 
Pike until i t  arrived a t  a c m  road or fsrm lane leading toward the Semi- 
-, when it turned to the left and shortly after halted in column a little 
to our left of that building and just on the crest of the ridge. The k t t e r y  
remined here perhaps an honr, when it waa relieved by Stevens's 6th 
Maine bt tery and proceeded at  once to form "by half-battery " on both 
sides of the Railroad Cut, on the ridge neareet the town, and abreast of the 
T h o m p n  H o w .  The formation of the left half-battery was open order, 
and the t h m  guns fronted abont half the space between the turnpike and 
the railroad, the &nu taking cover of the buildings and the rear dope 
of the groll~ld. Lieut. Davieon commanded the left half-battery, and had 
with him Ord. Serg't John Mitchell, Serg'te Thorpe and Moore, Lanee 
8erg't McDougaU, and about 42 Corporals, Drivers and Cannoneera 

Our gnns pointed about due west, taking the Caehtown Pike en echarpe. 
The right half-battery waa in line with rm on the north side of the cut. Ita 
right gun rested on the edge of a little grove, which extended some distance 
farther to the right, and was full of infsntrg (the 11th Pennsylvania) s u p  
porting na There wse also infastry in our rear, behind the crest and 
in the R a i M  Cut (the 6th W h n s i n ) .  One of our squad volunteered 
the facetious remark that them infantry were put there to shoot the re- 
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m i t e  if they flinched," for which he was rebuked by Corpll Packard, who 
told him to "see that he himself behaved as well aa the remits.ll As 
Stewart commanded the right half-battery in person, he did not have much 
to do with us, directly, during the action that followed 

At this time, which was probably abont noon, all the infantry of the 
Firat Corps, except that massed immediately about our-position, together 
with Hall's, Reynolds's and one of the cavalry horse-batteries-Calefls- 
had been struggling desperately in the fields in our front, and for a few 
momente we had nothing to do but witness the magnificent scene. The 
enemy had some batteries flring down the pike, but their shot-probably 
canister - did not reach us. In  a few minutes they opened with shell from 
a battery on a high knoll to tpe north of us (Oak Hill), and, though at  long 
range, directly enfilading our line. But they sent their shells a t  the troops 
who were out in advance. We stood to the guns and watched the infantry 
combat in  our front. Over a m  the creek (Willoughbyls) we could see 
the gray masses of the Rebel infantry coming along all the roada and deploy- 
ing in the fields, and it seemed that they were innumerable. At this time 
some 200 or 300 Rebel prisonera paesed by our position on their way to our 
M r .  They were s tough-looking set. Some had bloody raga tied round 
their limbe or heads, where they had received slight wounds. 

In the meantime our infantry out in the fteld toward the creek waa being 
slowly but enrely overpowered, and our linea were being forced in toward 
the Seminary. It was now considerably past noon. In addition to the 
struggle going on in our immediate front, the so.unds of a heavy attack from 
the north side were heard, and away out beyond the creek, to the south, 
a strong force could be seen advancing and overlapping our leR. The 
enemy was coming nearer, both in front and on the north, and stray balls 
began to zip and whistle around our ears with unpleatant frequency. Then 
we saw the batteries that had been holding the position in advance of us 
limber up and fall back toward the Seminary, and the enemy simnltane- 
ansly advance his batteries down the road. All our infantry out toward 
the creek on both sides of the pike began to fall back. 

The enemy did not press them very closely, but halted for nearly an 
hour to reform hie lineal which had been very much shattered by the battle 
of the forenoon. At la&, having reformed his lines behind the low ridgee 
in front, he made his appearance in grand shape. His line stretched from 
the railroad grading a c w  the Cashtom Pike, and through the fields south 
of it half way to the Fairfield Road-nearly a mile in length. Firat we . 
could see the tips of their color-staffs coming up over the little ridge, then 
the points of their bayonets, and then the Johnniea themselves, coming 
on with a steady tramp, tramp, and with loud yells. It was now a p  
parent that the old Battery's turn had come again, and the embattled boys 
who stood so grimly at  their posts felt that another page must be added to 
the record of Buena Vista and Antietam. The te rn  "boys " is literally 
true, bemuse of our gun detachment alone, consisting of e Sergeant, two 
Corporals, seven Cannoneers and six Drivers, only four had hair on their 



f-, while the other 12 were beardlees bop whoee ages would not 
average 19 yeam, and who, at  any other period of our hietory, would have 
been a t  achool ! The same wae more or leea true of all the other ppn d4 
Wmenta.  But if boys in years they were, with one or two exception8 
not necessary to name, veterans in battle, and braver or ateadi~r soldiera 
than they were never faced a foe ! A glance along our line at  that moment 
would have been a rare study for an rtrtist. AB the day was very hot many 
of the boys had their jacketa off, some with sleeves rolled up, and they 
exchanged little wo& of cheer with each other as the gray line came on. 
In quick, abrp tones, like succeesive reports of a repeating ride, came 
I)svisonls orders: " Load-Canister-Double ! l' There was a hustling of 
Cannoneera, a few thnmpe of the mmmer-heads, and then "Ready !-By 
piece!-At ~ U ! - l ? i r e ! ! ~ ~  

Ln order that the situstion of the Battery at  this moment may be 
clearly undewbod, a brief survey of the atate of the battle ia neceaeary. 
We were formed, as previously remarked, "straddle of the Railroad Cht, 

the "Old Manv with the three gum forming the right W-battery on the 
north side, and D&vison with the three guns of the left half on the sonth 
side. Stewart's three guns were somewhat in advance of o m ,  forming a 
slight echelon in half-battery, while our three guna were in open order, 
bringing the lee  gun cloee to the Oaehtown Road. We were formed in a 
small 5eld just west of Mxa Thompson's dooryard, and our guns raked the 
road to the top of the low creet forming the east bank of Willoughbyls 
Creek. The time of day was perhaps 230 or 3 p. m. At all eventa, H d ' s  
and Reynolds's batteries, which had held the crest in our front all morn- 
ing, bact retired either into the streeta of Gettysburg town or to the grove 
near the Seminary, and all the infsatry of the Finh Corps that had been 



' fighting in our front had fallen back, except the invincible remnant6 of the 
6th Wisoonsin and l l t h  Pennsylvania, which were a t  that moment filing 
a m  the Fbilroad Cut dose in our rear to anpport ns in our h 1  struggle. 

Diredly in  our front-that is to say, on both sidea of the pike-the 
Rebel infantry, whose left lapped the north side of the pike quite up to the 
line of the railroad grading, had been forced to halt and lie down by the 
tornado of canister that we had given them from the moment they came in 
sight over the bank of the cwk.  But the regiments in  the field to their 
right (muth side) of the pike kept on, and kept swinging their right flsnks 
forward ae if to take us in reverse or cut us off from the reet of our troop 
near the Seminary. At this moment Davimn, bleeding from two desperate 
wonnds, and m weak that one of the men had to hold him up on his feet 
(one ankle being totally a h a t t e d  by a bullet), ordered ns to form the half- 
battery, action lea, by wheeling on the left gun as a pivot, so ae to bring 
the half-battery on a line with the Cashtown Pike, muzzlea facing muth, 
his object being to rake the front of the Rebel line dosing in on us from 
that side. Of the four men left a t  our gun when this order was given two, 
had bloody heads, but they were still ''standing by," and Ord. Serg't 
Mitchell jumped on our off wheel to help us. "This is tough work, boy&" 
he ehouted, es we wheeled the gun around, "but we are good for it." And 
Pat Wallace, tugging a t  the near wheel, shouted back: "If we ain't, 
where'll you 5nd them that is ! " 

Well, this change of front gave us a clean rake along the Rebel line for. 
a whole brigade length, but i t  ex* our right flank to the raking volleys. 
of their infantry near the pike, who a t  that moment began to get up again 
and come on. Then for wven or eight minntea ensued probably the most 
desperate fight ever weged between artillery and infantry a t  close range 
without a particle of cover on either side. They gave ns volley &r volley 
in front rtnd flank, and we gave them double csnieter aa fast ae we could 
load. The 6th W b n s i n  end l l t h  Pennsylvsnia men crawled up over the 
bsnk of the cut or behind the rail fence in  rear of Stewmt's &ns and 
joined their musketry to our canister, while from the north side of the cut 
lbahed the chain-lightning of the Old Mm's half-battery in one mlid 
Etn?&k! 

At this time o& lea  ha-battery, taking their find line en e c h r p ,  
swept it m clean with double canieter that the Rehela sagged away from 
the rcad to get cover from the fencea and treea that lined it. From our 
second round on a grey squirrel could not have crossed the rcad alive. 

How those peerlees Cannoneers eprang to their work! Twenty& 
yema have but mRened in memory the pictnre of "Old GrS" (Wallace), 
hie tough Iriah face set in  hard lines with the unflinching resolution 
that IUled hi6 mul, while he sponged and loaded under that murderous. 
mneketry with the precision of bafirtck drill ; of the burly Corpoxal, bare- 
headed, hi6 hair matted with blood from a ecslp wound, and wiping the 
crimson fluid out of his eyea to sight the gun ; of the M y  Orderly Ser- 
geant, John Mitchell, moving calmly from gun to gun, now and then 





changing men about as one &r another was hit and fell, stooping over s 
wounded man to help him up, or aiding another to stggger to the rear ; of 
the dauntless Davison on foot among the gum, cheering the men, praising 
this one and that one, and ever and anon profanely exhorting us to Feed 
it to 'em, G- d- em; feed it  to 'em ! " The very gum became things 
of life-not implements, but comrades. Every man was doing the work 
of two or three. At our gun a t  the finish there were only the Cbrporal, 
No. 1 and No. 3, with two drivers fetching ammunition. The water in  
Pat's bucket was like ink. His face and hands were smeased all over with 
burnt powder. The thumbstall of No. 3 was burned to a crisp by the hot' 
vent-field. Between the black of the burnt powder and the crimson &reaka 
h m  his bloody head, Pachrd looked like a demon from below ! Up and 
down the line men reeling snd fslling; splinters flying from wheels and 
axlea where bullets hit ; in rear, horses t e a g  and plunging, mad with 
wounds or terror ; drivers yelling, she& bursting, ehot shrieking over- 
head, howling about our ears or throwing up great clouds of dust where 
they struck; the musketry crashing on three sides of us; bullets hissing, 
humming and whistling everywhere; cannon roaring'; all crash on crash 
and peal on peal, smoke, dust, splinters, blood, wreck and m a g e  inde- 
scribable; but the brass guns of Old B still bellowed and not a man or boy 
f i c h e d  or faltered ! Every man's shirt soaked with sweat and many of 
them sopped with blood from wounds not severe enough to make such bull- 
dogs "let go9'-bareheaded, sleeves rolled up, faces blackened-oh! if 
such a picture could be spread on canvas to the life ! Out in front of ns an 
undulating field, 5lled almost as far as the eye could reach with a long, low, 
gray line creeping toward us, fairly fringed with flame ! 

On every side the passion, rage and h n z y  of femlee~ men or reckless 
boys devoted to slaughter or doomed to death ! The same sun that a day 
before had been shining to cure the wheatgheavea of the harveat of peace, 
now glared to pierce the gray pal1 of battle's powder smoke or to bloat the 
coipses of battle's victims. How strange it is to think of now ! 

When this desperate work began I had stood close in to the gun in 
thumbing vent, standing bolt upright according to the letter of the manual, 

, arching my left arm and mating my fingers on the gun. I waa wearing 
my jacket, and had the two top buttom buttoned. About onr third load a 
bullet from the enemy behind the fence on our 5ank tore throngh the 
breaat of the jacket, making the cloth 57  and carrying away the second 
button from the top. I t  hurt like a sharp blow of a whip; but, running 
my finger along the track of the bullet, I saw that the skin was not broken. 
Packrtrd, who had his hands on tho screw at  that moment in the act of 
LLletting her muzzle down" a little, noticed this and &led out : "Stretch 
out yonr m, LCub,l and get down by the wheel! Get cover of the 
wheel ! Quick ! This is hotter 'n h-1 ! ! " The wheel of a 12-pounder 
Napoleon, with its deep felloes and its huge spokes, affords pmiderable 
cover for No. 3 against either a h k  fire or fire en echarpe from infantry. 
My breast had a red welt across it, and was eore for several days. 



The queation most frequently asked of a soldier who has been in action 
is : "How do you feel when under h? " Leaving othera to rekte their own 
experiences on this rn the w r i t .  desires to say aimply that he felt like 
hurting the enemy a9 mnch as poesible in the short& time, and wanted 
above all things to whip the fight. The eeneation did not differ materi- 
ally from that which I had experienced in boy* roughad-tumble fighta 
about my native village or a t  schooL Doubtlees artillerymen, when expoeed 

to a murderous fmillade at close range, such as that was a t  the Gettyebnrg 
Railroad Cut, are d l e d  upon to exhibit a pretty good average of the stay- 
ing q d t y ,  a d  this requirement is newsari1 J increased in the case of a 
battery of eetabliahed reputation. The men and boys who fought our 
grins there were all conversant with the history of the Battery, and it is 
safe to say that not one of them was willing that the laurels of Plattsburg, 
Buena Vista or Antietrtm should wither, by so mnch as one leaf, at Gettys- 
burg. Whatever may be the opportunities of infantrymen to get corer in 
battle, every one who has ever seen open field fighting will admit that the 



artilleryman, when the sopmne moment carnee, has to atgnd up and take 
his medicine like a little man. For him trees, fences and bouldere or im- 
provised riflepita mean nothing. 'J!here can be no akulkiug in a gun 
detachment. If one man on a gun flinches or aknlks his cowasdice must 
be instantly perceived by every other man on that gun, becaw each gun 
number is like a cog-wheel in a perfect machine, and if he faib to do his 
work every other human cog-wheel will be "thrown out of gear. l 1  For 
this reason it is very seldom that artillerymen flinch from their guns even 
in the most fearful butcheries. The history of all wars is replete with 
imjtancas wheie Cannoneem and Drivers have ataid a t  their poste to he liter- 
ally murdered by attacking inhtry or hewn down by charging cavalry or 
mangled by the shot and shell of hoetile batteries, while the instanma of 
different behavior are comparatively few. Beside, there is something in 
the "atmosphere" of a battery in action that holds ib men to their work. 
As a rule, a battery in action will be the central figure of an important ope* 
tion or the focus of a desperate combat. Ite men instantly appreciate the 
prominence of their station and the fad that their behavior is necessarily 
subject to general obeervation. Moreover, the nnmber of individuals en- 
gaged in working a battery is emsll in compwiaon with other a m  of the 
service, eo that each Cannoneer f& that his pemnsl behavior is being 
specially observed by a11 the infantrymen or cavalrymen who can see him. 
The ConseQuence is a sensation of noblase oblige, which o h n  compels artil- 
lerymen to stand up and be slaughtered in their tracks when, really, retreat 
or even flight wonld be the more sensible thing. There have been instanma 
of Cannoneere refusing to abandon their gnne when ordered to do. eo by 
their own officers. To sum up, an artilleryman hae to fight ! 

In  our Battery-and the enme waa true of many others-the @t du 
ewps ran so high that the raweat recruit instantly became imbued with it 
as soon as he joined. Everybody was always setting an example for every- 
body else. We had before us the calm, placid resolution of Stewart ; the 
grim, stoical pluck of D a v b n  ; the enthusiastic gallantry of Mitchell ; and 
in our Sergeante we always saw the sullen indifference to danger which 
marked " Old Bull1' McBride, whom stolid apathy always grew with the ' 
battle; the rollicking Irish recklessnes of Jimmy Maher; the quiet eang 
froid of Xed Armstrong ; the methodical nerve of Henry Moore ; the amil- 
ing chivalry of the handsome Thorpe, who wonld take off his cap and 
"fluff up " his dark curly hair with his fingers in the hottest action ! In  
short, thia apirit was u n i v d d ,  each man in his own way, even to our 
"baby bugler," little Cook, who, though a child of 14 or 15 yeare, never 
tlinched anywhere or from anything. 

On one occasion a lead driver had dismounted without orders while a t  
a halt under shell fire. He remounted at  the muzzle of [3tewart1s revolver ! 
At roll call after the action this man waa ordered to step out, and Stewart 
told him in the presence of the company that he must go back to his volun- 
teer regiment ; that he (Stewart) wonld inform his Colonel that he was 
not made of the  tuff required in that Battery and was not fit to associate 



1 , -.- with ita men and boys, and therefore he mnat send him back and ask his 
/ , \ Colonel to give him a man of courage in his place. There was not mother 

-man or boy in the Battery who would not rather have been shot than 

' receive such an awful sentence aa that. Such were the feelings and im- 
.pnlse9 of the men and boys of Battery B in the crisis of battle ! 

For a few momenta the whole Rebel line, clear down to the Faideld 
Road, eeemed to waver, and we thought thst maybe we could repulse them, 
singlehanded aa we were. At any rate, about our fifth or sixth round &r 
changing h n t  made their first line south of the pike halt, and many of 
them sought cover hehind tn&i in the field or ran back to the rail fence 
parallel to the pike at that p in t ,  from which they reenmed their musketry. 
But their second line came steadily on, and ae Dsvison had now succnmbed 
to his wonnds Ord. Serg't Mitchell took command and gave the order to 
limber to the rear, the 6th Wisconsin and the 11th Pennsylvania having 
begnn to fall back down the railroad track toward the town, turning about 

. 
-and firing a t  will aa they retreated. At the esme time Stewart began to 
'limber up his half-bttery on the north side of the cut, but, as we could 
:swing directly into the pike where we were, while he had to come down 
through the p t u r e  and scroes the railrod grading before getting into the 
.smooth road, we got into the town 15 or 20 rode ahead of him. 

The Rebels could have captured or destroyed our left half-battery- 
.and perhape Stewart's, too-if they had made a sharp rush on both aides 
of the pike aa we were limbering up, because aa our laat gnu (the right 
.gun of the left half-battery) moved off their leading men south of the pike 
were within 50 yards of ns ! But they contented themeelves with 5le-firing, 
.and did not come on with the cold ateel. However, se eoon es they saw 
the limbers coming up the Rebels redoubled their fire both in front and on 
,our left flank, their objed apparently being to cripple our teams so we 
would have to adandon the gnns. They hit several horses, three or fmr of 
the drivers and two or three more of the remaining Cannoneers while we 
were limbering up. During all this wreck and carnage Berg't Mitchell 
was perfectly cool, and all the men, following his example, were steady. 
'The Driver of our awing team being hit as they wheeled the limber to 
"hook on," Mitchell ordered me to mount his team. Just then the off 

'leader was shot and went down all in a heap. But Mitchell and Thorpe 
had him cut out of the t m e a  sooner than it  arn be told, and off we went 
.down the pike toward the town, the nerirest honeee of which were about a 
third of a mile off. By the time we had got into the town the other half- 
battery had come up, and the 6th Wisconsin, which had formed a c k  the 
.street, opened to let ns Adj't Brooks, of the Bth, having a musket 
in hie hand, was loading m d  firing with the troops ; in fact, moat of the 
sofflcere were doing the same thing. Col. Rufus Dawes waa in command a t  
this p i n t ,  and he had, besides his own regiment-or the remnant of it- 
.a m h l l m e o u s  lot from several other commands whom he had rallied 
in the edge of the town. As the Battery entered the town Col. Lucius 
Pairchild, of the 2d Wisconsin, was sitting on the porch of a h o w  close 



to the road. He had been wounded in the battle of the forenoon, and 
' 

his left arm had just been iamputated. But he waved his remaining 
hand to ns and called out: "Stick to 'em, boys ! Stay with 'em ! ! 
You'll fetch 'em, h l l y  ! ! " We passed on, and Col. Fairchild was taken 
prisoner when the enemy occupied the town. He was very well known 
and popular in the Battery, some of our best men being from his 
regimenfi and hie ringing words of cheer under snch circumetssces did 
us mnch good. ' Mitchell had halted the half-battery j u t  beyond the 
little house where Col. Fairchild had found hospital, and we "prolonged" 
"Old Beteey "-the rertr gun-in the street and stood by to load. 
John said he was afraid that the Old Man had been gobbled up, but we 
would wait there a few minutee so as to be able to help him, if necessarg. 
But in a few minutea Johnny Cook came down the road and eajd that 
McBride wae coming with all of the right half-bettery, and that Stewart 
would soon be along, as he wae only waiting to have some of his cainsom 
destroyed which had been disabled. I was astonished a t  the caution of' 
the enemy at  this time. He seemed to be utterly paralyzed at  the. 
punishment he had received from the First Corps, and was literally 
"feeling every inch of his way" in  his advance on our front. Riding. 
the swing team on our gun, I kept looking over my shoulder to see him 
come on, and wondered why he was so cautious, knowing, a~ I did, that 
none of om troop were left in the position that we had just abandoned. 

Capt. Jim Hall, of the 2d Maine, had a section of his battery formed 
at  the 5mt c m  street we came to, with fixed prolonge, and we heard him 
open on the advancing enemy as eoon as the 6th Wisconsin cleared his 
front. This retreat into the town, and our subsequent march up the hill 
to om new position nem the Cemetery gate, wae perfectly cool and orderly. 
There was not a sign of confusion, mnch less panic, in the First Corps. 
The t m p e  of the Eleventh Corps were swarming into the town from the. 
north at  the same time. 

Without doubt the Rebels could have got on top of us by a sharp rush 
while we were limbering up, and we could not comprehend their failure to 
do so. Everybody expected that we wonld be taken But their General 
(Heth) has told me since the war that they did not understand the sitna- 
tion, not being able to conceive that a battery would hold snch a position 
so long without adequate infantry support, and being convinced that the 
Railroad Cut behind us must have been MI of concealed infantry waiting 
for them to come on. Besides, Heth's Division had been frightfully pun- 
ished during its advance from Willonghby's h k ,  having lost over 2,500 
men, or nearly one-third of its force, while the two brigades of Pender's. 
Division that had come in on our left, south of the pike, had &red ter- 
ribly from, om enfilading canister, losing several hundred men, including 
Gem. Pender and Scales-the fin& mortally and the latter severely 
wounded - within a few minutes. 

Of course no one claims that all this execution was done by our Bat- 
*, because there was a sec~on  of Reynolds's let New York on the rising 



ground to om leR re+ toward the hmiuary, playing on them with every- 
thing it could muster, and Stevens's old 5th Maine was blazing from the 
brow of the ridge, while the 6th Wisoonain's musketry and thst of the 11th. 
Pennsylvania was humming in our ears from the Railroad Cut behind us, 
and there was a draggling infantry fire from detachments all along the 
ridge. But, allowing for all these facts, i t  is true that Battery B was in 
the wide open jaws'of the battle there ; that it stood ite ground till all the 
rest were gone, and that Capt. Stewart was the last man to leave the Union 
poaition on Seminary Ridge, anywhere west of the Seminary itself. 

There was some difficulty about limbering up the last gun of the right 
half-battery, and it did not start off a t  its proper distance in  column ; so, 
as there was a good deal of smoke and confusion about that time, we 
t,hought the lost. We were happily disappointed when this gun 
joined ns as we halted in the main street of Gettysburg village, awaiting 
orders as to the position we should take up on the Cemetery Ridge. This 
gnn and its crew had a close call. On this occasion the difficnlty in lim- 
bering up was due to the pintle-hook being broken off, so that the trail haQ 
to be %ned up with the pmlonge. But after the gnn was thns patched 
up and started off, the indomitable Stewart repeatedly halted and fired 
munds of double canister into the pursuing enemy at  distances less than 
100 yards ! It is a pity that Capt. Stewart's official report of the action of' 
the Battergat Gettysbmg haa not been p r ~ ~ e d ,  and hence cannot appear 
in the War Records. It would be valuable as a military paper on the art 
of extricating batteries from almost hopeless positions. Gen. Doubleday, 
who stationed the Battery at  the Railroad Cut, will prvbably admit that 
he expected that it would be sacrificed:as he put it there to cover the 
general retreat. The withdrawal of the leR half-battery has already been 
described, and the following letter from Capt. Stewart to the author d e  
tails that of the right half. The Captain writes me : 

I did not leave the position until notifled by an Aid of Gen. John C. Robin- 
son that his division had fallen baok, and that there was no infantry left to 
support me. 

When I got my half-battery on the road I ordered Serg't McBride (a better 
man never wore the uniform of a Sergeant) to move toward Qettysburg. I 
then rode to where I had placed Lieut. Davison, not knowing that Gen. Wads- 
worth had already fallen back and taken the half-battery that Daviaon com- 
manded with him. In riding to the position which Davlson had occupied I 
found it occupied by Heth's troops of A. P. Hill's Corps. I waa called upon to 
surrender, but of course did not see it in that light, not being there for that 
purpose. I wheeled my horse about, when they eent a volley after me. I made 
my escape, with two bullet holes through my blouse. I then rode over to the 
road in which Serg't McBride with the half-battery was leading to httysburg. 
I found that occupied by Rebels. I then had to start in another direction, 
when I found I was completely surrounded b tho enemy, they calling upon 
me to halt. I headed my horse toward a fenoeJ&nd the horse took the fence 
splendidly, but just as I was crossing I waa hit on the thigh by a piece of 
shell. At first I thought my leg was broken, but after feeling it I found I was 
all right, but got so nauseated that, after riding about a hundred yards, and 
eeeing a little water in one of the furrows of the fleld, I got off my horse,drank 
alittle, bathed my face, and feeling some relief I mounted again. I had gone- 



but a short distance when I found one of my caieeons with the rear axle broken' 
One of my men (and to the best of my recollection it was Private Winfield 
Scott Williams) was there at the caieson taking out round after round of am- 
munition and destroying the chargea of powder, so that the enemy could not 
uae them against us. I waited with him till he had the last round destroyed. 
I then told him to come with me, and on entering the town I found my Battery 
together. I t  was then that I learned Lieut. Davison had been wounded and 
taken to the hospital. I will state that before I got 8erg't McBride upon the 
road we had to fire upon the enemy with canister, in order to check them. 
They did not appear to me to be any regular organization, but detached bodies, 
and all making their beat endeavor to cut us off. After firing several rounds 
to the right, front and left we had no furtber dificulty in moving off. We 
lost a good many Drivers and Cannoneers before getting on the road lead- 
ing to town. When I reached Cemetery Hill I was halted by Gen. Hancock, 
who aaked me where my Battery was. I told him it was corning up the road. 
He then ordered me to place my guns, or as many as I could work, on the pike 
in front of the Cemetery gate, and the others at right angles with them, to bear 
upon the enemy approaching from that direction. 

The General ordered me to remain in that position until he relieved me in 
person, and to take no orders from any one else. I remained in that position 
from the afternoon of the 1st till the mornlng of the 6th. 

I t  wna said among the boys that the Captain used his revolvers with 
effect on the enemy's infantry who tried to intercept him at  the stone 
wall, but he always avoided d i s c d o n  of the matter, and so probably the 
actual fa& will never be known. 

While we were retreating down the pike the Rebels cloeed in on us from 
their right (south aide of the d) and kept up a running fire. Several 
,of our men were hit a t  this time, among them Dan Ackerman, who fell off 
his team, and was suppoeed to be killed. But during the forenoon of July 
4, after the enemy had evacnrr;ted the town, our invincible Dan was 
limping up the hill toward the Batterg, where, of course, he was received 
with open arms. This is literally true, becsuee Dan was one of the very 
bravat and most orderly boys in the Battery, and a particular favorite of 
the Old Man, who had given him up for dead. So, when he came back, 
"somewhat disfigured but a t i l l  in the ring," Stewart, whoee own leg was 
so badly hurt that he could hardly stand up, put his arms around Dan's 
neck and gave him a good hug in the presence of the Battery, or what was 
left of it  ! But, afhr  congratulating Dan on his m p e ,  we discovered that 
hie wound was very severe, and even dangerous ; eo that Stew& ordered 
him to go over to Dr. Ward, of the Iron Brigade, for examination. The 
reenlt of this was that our gallant Dan did not rejoin the Battery again 
until just before the beginning of the Wilderness campaign, which he went 
through from the Rapidan to the Jerusalem Plank Road. I mention him 
simply as a specimen of the sort of boys we had. Others did quite as well, 
but none better. 

Comrade Henry G. Klinefelter, who was Cannoneer (No. 1) on the 
gnn that had so much difficulty in getting off (Ned Armstrong's), 
that they fired several rounds of triple canister-that is to my, three can- 
isters in each load-before getting into the road, and that the lead driver 
a n  their gun, Mate Freeman, had both his horses wounded, but managed 



to hold them to their work until they got into the town. He a h  cap 
that the behavior of Serglt Ned Armstrong, chief of that piece, was 
exceedingly gagellant 

Gen. R. R Dawea, then Lieutenant-Colonel commanding the 6th Wie- 
conain, fays: 

Aa the 6th Wiaoonsin and Battery B clung together in the fight, so we 
stood by each other in the retreat. The skilful extrlcatlon of both commands 
haa not been fully apprec~ated. Neither Stewart nor I had any instructions 
until Lieut. Clayton Rogers brought us the order to "retreat beyond the city," 
and it was then every fellow for himself. a n .  A. W. Sealee, of North Caro- 
lina, and I went over this ground together in W. Battery B almost destroyed 
hie brlgade I 

Gen. Dawea also remark8 that "his Adjutant, Lieut E; P. Bmks, R. 

boy of 20 years, behaved with the most distinguished gallantry in every 
phase of the battle.ll 

Gen. Donbleday, in his history of &tQsburg, [eee Doubleday's. 
"Gettysburg, l 1  page 155,] says : "It waa said that during the retreat of 
the artillery one piece of Stewart1s Battery did not limber up  as soon 
as the othera A Rebel officer ruahed forward, placed his hand upon it, 
and presenting a revolver at  the back of the driver directed him not 
to drive off with the piece. The latter did so, however, received a 
bullet in his body, caught up with the Battery, and then fell dead." 
But Gen. Doubleday also eeys that he "had no oppor td ty  to verify 
thiA" 

Gen. Doubleday must have be8n to Rome extent mieinformed. The 
"wheel driver" on that gun was certainly shot in the back as they 
moved off. He waa mortally wounded, but stuck to his saddle till 
the gun got into the town. But no "Rebel ofticer put his hand on 
the gun.lr No Rebel hand was ever laid on any gun of Stewrtrt1a Battery 
i n  any battle of the war,.from B u l l ' ~ n n  to Appomatta This is a 
matter of no historical importance in  the general eense, but in the par- 
ticular history of the Battery i t  is ell important. It was always our 
proudest boast that h e  was a virgin battery ! Becauae, though in battle 
many times, and in the wide-open jaws of desth more than once, not. 
one of her bright guns had ever been deffled by the touch of a Rebel hand ! 

However, we got off a t  last, even if it wae by the skin of our. 
teeth, and before sundown were in position egain on the north brow of 
Cemetery Hill. The excitement of the fighting had now pwed away 
temporarily, and after hunger had been dispelled by a dice of cold boiled 
pork and three or four hardtdc, washed down with water-for there 
was no opportunity to make coffee - we began to "take account of stock. 
Of cotme, in the tremendona excitement end fierce activity of the final 
struggle, when every man was straining every nerve, end every gun being 
fired a t  will as faet as it could be loaded, there waa no opportunity to 
notice who wae hit. It was in these few minutes, and while we were 
retreating into the town, that the bulk of our losses occurred. And when: 
we had arrived a t  our new position on Cemetery Hill, out of range,. 



and got a chance to draw a long breath, we were appalled at  the number 
who had disappeared from the ranks. Lieut. Davison was gone, having 
received two severe wounds at the very last of the struggle. Some of 
the men said he had fallen into the hands of the enemy, but that turned 
out to be a mistake. Three men had been killed outright that we knew 
of and 33 wounded, of whom three fell into the hands of the enemy, and 
were never a h w a r d  heard of ;  while of the rest that got off, three subse- 
quently died of their wounds, abont 12 were permanently disabled, and 
12 or 13, who were lass severely hurt, tied up their own wounds with tent- 
cloths, or whatever rags they could get, and remained with the guns. The 
bullet that tore through the breast of my jacket did not break the skin, 
but i t  made iny breast sore for several days. The guns and caissons, with 
the teams, had been handled quite aa roughly as the men. We had got 
away with all the guns, but two of them were so disabled by their 
carriages being hit or pointing-rings being broken, etc., that we could 
not use them any more in the rest of the battle. One caisson had 
been hit with a shell and blown up, and just before we got into the town 
three othera had their wheels or axle-trees smashed by shot, so that 
the drivers abandoned them and came off with the limber-chests alone. 
Serg't Henry Moore, who had charge of the caissons of the right hdf- 

\ battery, and McDougnll, who commanded ours, were corllplimented on 
their conduct in the retreat. Of the horses abont 12 had been killed out- 
right, and several more were so badly hurt that they had to be shot to 
"put them out of their misery." 

The near horse of the 'Lswing team" on om gun, which Mitchell 
srdered me to mount when his driver (Smith) was wounded, was one of 
these. He had been hit in  the side with a piece of shell-which could 
not have missed my leg more thaq two inches-just as we swung into the 
"Cashtown Road. He flinched under me as the iron struck him, but did not 
fall, and between my urging and the help of the lead horse we pulled him 
-through until the halt, when he was cut out of the team. As his entrails 
were protruding from the wound, Packard shot him at  once to put him out 
of his misery, and that left only fonr homes on our gun. I t  is worth while 
-to say that when Packard went to shoot this poor horse he had to borrow 
Johnny Cook's revolver to do i t  with, as every revolver in om gun detach- 
ment had been emptied a t  the enemy during the retreat, when they kept 
filing dong the fence and shooting at  us. 

As this loss of 36 men was out of a total of 90-odd present for duty in 
the morning, with both of the commissioned officers hit, and one of them 
permanently disabled, while nearly half our homes were hit and one-third 
of our guns esd half our caissons destroyed or disabled, it will be agreed 
that it  was a pretty rugged experience. And it  must be borne in mind thpt 
d l  bhis terrific execution had been done in the last half hour of the fight, 
and most of it  in five or six minutes, when we were exposed to a close and 
deadly fire of infantry in front and on the left, and an enfllade by three or 
fonr batteries at close range on the right. 



It may have been about 5 o'clock when we got fairly into our new 
position on Cemetery Hill. I t  was mnch like the one we had taken up in 
the morning, in that it  was in a certain sense in reserve ; that is, it waa 
considerably behind the advance line, ae there was both artillery and in- 
fantry in some force head of us, and we were on about the highest ground 
the position afforded. We all expected that the enemy wonld attack our 
new position a t  once. It was plainly to be seen from the hill that fresh 
troops of theirs were coming up all the time, particularly from the north, 
or along the Carlisle Road. Two hours of daylight remained, and it was 
but natnral to suppoee that the Rebels wonld be flushed with their sucrese 
in the battle of the forepart of the day on Seminary Ridge. But the day 
waned apace, the sun went down behind the ridge we had contested so 
desperately i n  the morning, and there were no sign8 of attack. From 
our elevated position we could see the Rebel troops as they cade in from 
the north deliberately deploying in our front or 5ling off toward the valley 
of Rock Creek on our extreme right, so that their intention to go on with 
the,concert was unquestionable ; but a t b r  the sun went down we 5t tered 
ourselves that they wanted a good night's rest, the same as we did, and, if 
that was the case, we did not care how soon they might wake us up in the 
morning. 

8 2  previously remarked, there wse always a great deal of "public 
opinion " in the Army of the Potomac, together with an adequate ability 
to expreea it. So, as aoon as the danger of an immediate attack appertred 
to have ~ d ,  the nien began to discuss the evente of the day and proba- 
bilities of the momw. These discnesions and critidsma of the old veterans 
were always the most interesting part of the experience of soldierinp;, and 
every recruit longed for the day when his own status as a ' 'veteran " wonld 
be snfticiently established to warrant him in taking part i n  these debates. 
I t  has been stated in descriptions of that battle since the war that "the 
Army of the Potomac was whipped a t  the end of the 5rst day," but that 
is untrue. It is true that the First and the Eleventh Corps had been 
driven out of their position8 in the morning and forced to take up new 
ones, but the rawest recruit in the ranks could see that the new position 
was much stronger than the old one, and we all knew that reinforcements 
had come up amounting to nearly twice the force that had sustained the 
unsuccessful contest of the morning. The Eleventh C o w  had behaved 
well enough to redeem themselves from their disgrace at  Chancellorsville, 
while the old FYI& had covered itaelf with glory, and every man in its ranks 
knew it. They were not whipped or defeated; they did not feUl that 
they had been beaten, because they knew that they had held their ground 
against superior numbers; that they had punished the enemy terribly, 
and that they had h a l l y  made an orderly and respectable retreat to a 
mnch stronger and better poaitiun. The reflection that half their number 
had been leR dead or crippled in the meadows and paatnres over beyond 
the other ridge had lost the keen edge of ita eadneas to such v e t e m  as 
they were, whom long fsmiliarity with battle and slaughter had taught 



that the proper place for sentimentality in wsr is at  a long distsnce in the 
rear. There was not mnch dispoeition among the men to criticize the 
manner in which they had been handled dnring the day. &me of them 
thought that the Twelfth C o w  ought to have been put into the fight on 
Seminary Ridge aa soon aa they d v e d  on the field, instead of stopping, as 
they did, on Cemetery Hill and quietly watching the Rebels murder ns 
almoet within musket shot. And generally their idea waa that a more 
energetic Commsnder-in-Chief, having three army corpa within six miles 
of a battle that began almost a t  sunrise, would have managed to get some 
of them mder fire before dark, particularly on one of the longest days of 
the year ! It was not easy to make the old warriors of the First Corpe un- 
derstand the sort of tactics that made them reach the field from the Marsh 
Creek Bridge in time to 5ght eight h o w  and lose more than half their 
number, while the Twelfth should come from Two Taverns-not much 
farther away-only in time to witness their 0nsl strng~le for existence at  
a eafe distance. . And that still rernaine to be explained. Anyhow, the. 
old Fhwt Corpa waa not whipped, and, baning the frightful gape in i t s  
ran@ iits remains were aotnslly in better heart a t  the end of the first day 
than a t  the beginning. At dl events, we knew that we had done as dea- 
perate work as ever befel an m y  corps, and were almcet aa proud of the 
record aa we would have been of a victory. 

Buch waa the "state of public opinion " in  the mka of the old Firat 
Corpe when a t  roll call it waa ennomced that Oen. John Newton, of the 
Sixth Corps, had been placed in command, vice &ynolde, killed. This 
met the instant dieapprobstion of the men. Newton was a man they did 
not know. The corps had already been commanded for several days by 
Gen. Donbleday, of the Third Division, in coneequence of Q-en. Reynolb 
b e i i  placed in command of the whole left wing of the axmy &r cmming 
the Potomac, and he had actnally taken command by seniority when Rey- 
nolds fell. Gen. Donbleday had the reputation among the men of his  
divieion of being an anstere man, not oalonlated to excite mnch enthusiasm, 
bnt in handling the corpa that day he displayed &ill end conrege which 
the dullest private could not help commending; and he had, moreover, 
exposed himeelf all day in plain sight of the troop with a reokless gallantry 
which never Mls to win the affection of soldiers, no matter what may be 
the other qualities of an oficer. Hence the men considered Donbleday 
entitled to the command of the corpe, snd they were disgusted when they 
l d  that a stranger had been put over them. 

Gen. Doubleday was not a man of " pemnal magnetism, l' nor what ia 
called "a dashing officer." He waa an earnest and conscientious man and 
a safe and steady eoldier-precise, methodical, and to be depended on 
in any emergency. He waa not "the idol of his troops ; l 1  and in fact 
ibat phrase, so hackneyed by hietoriank, really never meam mnch of 
enbetantid credit in the estimation of u soldier. Yon will generally notice 
that the "idol of his trooprrl7 is some officer who cnltivates the fiendship 
of the newspaper compondenta, hae his ''hesdqusrkra in the eaddleY7 



or ieeuea general orders largely composed of wind. The merage man 
in the ranks, particuhly if he is a veteran, is pretty cynical, and m o t  
be easily fooled by pretension or gasconade. Doubleday, Gri th ,  Reynolds, 
Warren, Ayres, Getty, Ricketta, Joe Bartlett, Robinson and Wadsworth 
were all of the class of officers who depended for their rank in history on 
faithful discharge of duty and the argument of m l t s .  Hence, while the 
men of the First Corps had no particular affection or enthnninnm for 
Doubleday, they all respeded him, and believed that he had fairly won 
the command of it in e n d o n  to Reynolds. 

We turned out about 4 o'clock in the morning of the 2d of July. 
The roll was called in low tones. In  the dim light of the daybreaJr: 
we could see our infantry in front of ns astir, rtnd looking a little farther 
out into the gloom below ns we conld see the enemy's gray picket%. 
The stillness of everything was oppressive. We felt that a few W e s  
of muaketry would be a relief. But the daylight came on, the sun rose 
and mounted up higher and higher, and yet the enemy, though in plain 
sight, gave no sign of hostility. Our men looked at  each other and asked, 
"What does it mean?,, Off to the north and east-that is to say, 
in front and to the right - we conld see the infantry of the enemy moving 
but there was no attack. 

From the position of the Battery the trend of Cemetery Ridge shut 
off the view to the southward, m that we could not see the movemente 
of our own troops in that direction; but we could see the m i n g  of 
the enemy all along the edge of the woods that fringed Seminary Ridge, 
hour &r hour, and we could not understand why they did not attack. 
We began to think that they were manuvering to provoke ns into an 
attack upon them. At all evente the morning passed away, noon came 
and the sun began to sink in the west before anything waa done on 
either aide, except fitful skirmishing way down n a r  the Reand Tops. 
The suspenea was worn thss 8ttwk would have been. There we were, 
stasding hour after hour, in plain sight of the foe, watching his w u v e r s  
and waiting for some demonetration which would indicate his designs. 

So the forenoon pawd away. It was 4 o1c1o& before m y  sign of re- 
newed battle occurred, except, of corn,  scattering picket s h o t ~  Then, 
away down on our leR, and mainly hid from our view by the curve of the 
hill, began a c d i n g  of skirmish h. In a few minutes this grew into 
a solid and the cannon began to roar. This was the beginning of the 
attack on the Third Corps at  the Peach Orchard; but beyond increased 
activity in their m m h b g  and countei-marching, the Rebel8 in our own 
front made no demonstration. About this time, in obedience to an order, 
our Battery formed across the road leading up from the town, our gnne 
fronting northwest. Thie m o v ~ m a t  brought ne out where we got a view 
of the Peach Orchard, and a grand sight it was. Looking down the Em- 
mittuburg Road the fields west of the Round T o p  were alive with moving 
masw of infantry enveloped in flame and smoke ; a dozen batteries in 
different pceitions were blazing andbming ; shells were bunting in every 
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direction ; buildings an'd haystacks were on fire here and there ; pandemo- 
nium broken loaee generally, and the fight down abont the Peach Orchard 
increased in uproar until its grandeur passed description. All the men 
strained t,heir eyea in that direction in spite of the frequent commands, 
"Attention ! Eyes front ! Stand to p t a  ! etc. I don't believe'there 

, was ever discipline in any army that could make men keep "eyea front1' 
when one of the most desperate struggles of hietory was going on over 
their left shoulders a mile and e half away and in plain sight. Moreover, 
it is terribly demoralizing to stand idle when such fighting is being d m  
on another part of the line, and you are waiting momentarily for a strong 
force in your own front to begin. The suspense is awfuL We knew that 
if 1he enemy drove in our troop down there by the Peach Orchard we 
would be taken by reverse in leR end rear. So we actaally longed for 
Ewell's men in our own front to come on. 

Thus the whole day of the 2d of July dragged its slow length along. 
The snn was almost down ; the sighta and sounds of battle on the left were 
demeaaing. We could see that our troop there had been driven back, but 
we conld also see thmt the Rebels, too, were weakening, and that their broken 
lines in the fields west of the Taaeytown Road were being drawn in. 

They had driven our men back, i t  was true, but had themeelves re- 
coiled &om the d d y  work that had been required to accomplish it. All 
this was quite as evident to the men in the ranks as it  waa to the officere 
in command, and we began to think there would be no fighting at  all on 
our part of the line that day, when suddenly the musketry began to craeh 
a t  the foot of the hill, and almost simnltaneouely a long Rebel line swept 
across the fields east of the town, bearing straight for the position of the 
Eleventh Corps in oar own front. The sun was just going down. On 
they came. Two batteries (Weidrich's and Ricketta's, of the Eleventh 
Corps,) were formed on the lower ground in advance of us, and they opened 
with canister. Tb infantry of the Eleventh also opened. I t  was one solid 
crash, like a million trees falling at  once. Still on the Rebels came, begin- 
ning to fire themselves as they drove in the front line of infantry and ran 
over the advanced batteries. As there wae no enemy coming up our mad 
out of the town, we were ordered to change front half right and face them. 
But we could not open fire immediately without blazing into nn indistin- 
guishable mass of friend and foe. However, in a few moments the rem- 
nants of Von G i h l s  Brigade had sagged off to the right enough to open 
a clear road for our canister. 

"Fire bypiece! Fire atwil1!l1 came in ringing tonea,and wean- 
swered with the hoasse roar of a solid "broadside." 

Reynolds, who was about 200 yards to our right, and Stevens, about 
the same distarnce to the right of Reynolds, opened also, and for about 10 
minutes there was a fine display of firework 

Compared with the frightful fighting and the awful 1- we had suf- 
fered the day before, this little finny at sundown on the .second day seemed 
a rather trivial affair. Still there wne a time for a few minutea when tbe 



praapect was that we wonld have all we wanted. This waa when Von 
(3ilea7e Brigade broke, leaving Ames's Brigade exposed to a flank attack. 
But Amea behaved very g d h t l y ,  and rallied about half of his men on our 
left and rear, where they remained available to eupport na The enemy 
aune on rapidly in  two columne of regimental front, apparently two bri- 
gadea The one forming hie right came straight a t  na Part of it waa in 
an open paetnre, and these were soon made to flinch by our canierter and that 
of Stevens and Reynolds, together with the straggling musketry of Ames's 
men and some other infantry that had just come into action; but their right 
wae covered by a m a l l  ravine running obliquely to our front and a stone 
wall extending over to the road at  the weat baee of the hill. So, while their 
left was wavering, and, in fad, giving way, the right regiments-which 
we afterward learned were the far-famed " Louisiana 'rigera " -suddenly 
swarmed up the bank of the little ravine and over the stone wall, and 
charged with loud yells. Their near& tmp were then within 10 or 19 
rods of our guns. If  they had hd a volley at  ns then there ia no doubt 
that the remnant of our poor old Battery wonld have been wiped out ; but 
for eome reason they came on with the cold steel alone. It may be imagined 
that we gave them the beat we had, but artillery fire doea not have its best I 
effect upon troops coming straight on, and it is plain that we could not 

, have stopped them with our four gnna d d e d .  But as they pressed up 
the hill and 8el#usted from their comrades they brought @eir left flsnk 
almost on a line with Stevens's guns to our right, and this magnificent 
battery, making a quick change of front half left en echelon, poured into 
them a fearful blast of canister almost a t  right angle8 to the direction of 
their advance, while we kept a solid sheet of flame in front of our own 
muzzles, with our direct play on their line. As a u t t e r  of conme, no 
tmp that ever lived could stand that, particularly when isolated and un- 
supported on either flank as these were, and so they broke when so near ns 
that if it had not been almost dark we could actually have wen the white8 
of their eyes. However, they only fell back to the ravine and stone wall, 
under cover of which they rallied to some extent and b e e  a spattering 
flre of musketry. This must have been very destrnctive to us  had it con- 
tinued any time, but just a t  that moment we heard cheers immediately on 
our right, and in a few seconds a splendid brigade of our infantry swept 
past na and charged straight a t  the ravine and wall, from which they 
routed the Rebeb pell-mell, driving them clear to the bottom of the hill 
and retaking Weidrich's and Ricketts'e gum. Thie ended the battle of 
the aecond day on our part of the line, and it  had been ended on the left of 

, the army half an hour before. The fighting over back of Chlp's Hill, 
where the Twelfth Corps was, also ended about the m e  time it did 
with us. In fact it was now quite dark; but the enemy shoved his picketa 
up verp cloee to o m  in the edge of the town and to the eastwad of it, and 
there was more or leas picket firing until nearly midnight. We were anx- 
ious to find out what Wtry it was that had charged in so opportunely a t  
the  la& moment. They had taken up the ground at  the foot of the hill, 



and so when we went to the spring for water we got among them. The 
spring was surrounded with them filling their canteens, and we soon learned 
that they were Ohio, Indiana and West Virginia troops, forming Gen. 
Sprigg Carroll's Brigade, of the Second Corpa They told us that the Third 
Corps had been completely cut to piecea about the Peach Orchard during 

. the afternoon ; that Gen. Sicklea had been killed (of course an error), and 
that the day had been saved finally by the Ehond and Fifth Corps, but 
that the Rebels had gained a good deal of ground on the leR, and were 
expected to renew the attack early in the morning. They also informed 
us that the Sixth Corps had been arriving all the afternoon, and was now 
in position. Ae this was the first news we had been able to get from the left 
of our line, it was very interesting. When we returned to the Batteg m d  
had finished our frugal supper of pork, hardtack and cold water, we fell in 
for roll d l .  We found that only two men had been hit in this encounter - 
both slightly - by the fire of the enemy &er he began to fall back. 

In order that the situation after the rep& of Early's charge at  
sundown on the 2d of July may be clearly undemtood, it  is nemsaary 
to explain briefly the lay of the ground. Our Battery was posted in 
front of the Cemetery Gate, on the north brow of the Hill, to com- 

\mand the Baltimore Pike leading out of Gettysbnrg town. At that 
time we had only men enough to man four p a  Our other two 
guns-which were still disabled by the bmking of their pointing- 
rings from the first day's fight -were parked with our remaining (four) 
caissons in the Cemetery, just in our rear. Prior to Early's attack the ' 
ground immediately in our front had been held by the Seuond Di- 
vision of the Eleventh Corps, which, a h r  Oen. Fmnk Barlow was 
wounded and captured the first day, was commanded by Gen. Adel- 
bert Ames.. This division consisted of two brigades. The Firat was 
Von Gilect'e. The Second was Amea'a, which, after Ames succeeded 
Barlow in command of the division, was commanded by Col. Andrew 
H d  Thee two brigades, together with Bruce Rickette's Pennsyl- 
vania and Weidrich's New York batteries, held a line about 200 yards 
to our front, reaching from the Baltimore Pike on the leR round to a 
straight post-and-rail fence on our right. From this point to the pc- 
sition of Stevens's 6th Maine Battery, which formed the extreme leR 
of Wadsworth's Division on the west slope of M p ' s  Hill, wae s gap 
of some length, which was held only by Reynolds's Battery (L, 1st New 
York,) with, perhaps, a slight infantry support. . But I do not know 
about thst. &rg7t Ueorge Sill, of Reynolds's Battery, has told me 
that he does not remember seeing any of our infantry near them at  the 
time the attack was made. Om right was then prolonged by Wads  
worth's Division and the Twelfth Gorp, clear round to the east face 
of W p l s  Hill. About 600 yrtrda in front of our position-or, in other 
words, right in the south edge of Gettysburg town-a small b m k  
heads and runs nearly due east till it emptiea into Rock Creek a t  the 
baee of W p ' s  Hill. About half way between the main street leading 



up out of the town and Rock C m k  a rivulet empties into this little 
brook, and this rivulet heads in a spring, which. wae about 600 feat 
from the right front of our Battery and, prior to the assault, just in 
rear of the junction of the two brigades of the Eleventh Carps holding 
the line. About 150 yards in front of our position, looking directly 
toward the town, the Baltimore Pike and the Emmittabnrg Road join. 
From this junction the Emmittabnrg Road runs southwest and the 
Baltimore Pike southeast. The original formation of Early's t m p a  
was in the ravine formed by the brook previously spoken of, and the 
trend of their line was nearly east and ,weat. When they started on 
their charge they came at  ne in a line nearly perpendicular to the 
smaller ravine of the rivulet referred to. When they struck Von Giha 
their line obliqued in a general direction from northeast to southweat, 

doubling up " on th'e batteries of Weidrich and Ricketts, and in that 
manner continuing their advance until W y  checked almost a t  the 
top of the hill. 

I have, since writing the original sketch as published serimlly in THE 
NATIONAL TRIBUNE, made a careful survey of the ground, together with 
an exhaustive study of the official reporb, the result of which is that I 
am eattisfied that Amesls (or Hanis's) Brigade did not "break," as I then 
stated, but that it aimply changed front to accommodate itgelf to the retro- 
grade movement of Von Gilsa's Brigade on ita right, which was certainly 
broken, and that the 17th Connecticut, of Ames's Brigade, which held the 

. left of that organization next to the Baltimore Pike, did not retreat a t  all, 
and was not affected by the onalaught. I stated in the original sketch 
that Ames's men broke and many of them came through our Battery and 
rallied in the Cemetery, etc. But by information from Capt. Stewart and 
others I am now satis54d that the men who m h e d  through or past our Bat- 
tery were only the ordinary concourse of sCregglers on such an occasion -no 
doubt magnified in my boyish mind by the excitement of the situation- 
and the Captain assuren me that the troops in our left front did not b& 
a t  all ; in fact, he says that the weight of Early's attack, as he saw it, fell 
on Von Gilss's Brigade, and had been checked by the fire of Stevens, Rey- 
no ld~  and ourselves before it  r a l ly  reached far enough to our left to over- 
whelm Amea's Brigade, which was next to the Baltimore Pike. 

However, there was much excitement and confusion on our part of 
the line during Early's charge. i h  soon as Carroll's Brigade had counter- 
c h g e d  down the hill and retaken the ground previowly occupied by Von 
Gilea, our water supply was &red by recapture of the spring in our 
right front, and I, with others, was sent down there loaded with canteens 
to p m m  water ior use during the night. As before related, we had to 
wait our turn at the spring, which was surrounded by Camll's Hoosiers, 
Buckeyea and i'Kanawhns,fl filling their own cantee~m 

On my way up the hill from the spring back to the Battery I kept close 
to the fence running parallel to the Baltimore Pike, and abont 200 yardE 
distant from it, in order to avoid the dropping picket shote which were 





plentiful jnat then, when wddenly I heard an animated colloquy j w t  to 
my right. There was at  this point a largel wide-epresding hard-wood tree 
stending in the corner formed by the stone wall and the rail fence, about a 
third of the m y  up the slope between the spring and the Cemetery gate, 
and there was a group of offiam under this tree. It wea so dark that I 
mnld not distinguish their &rces, but one of them wea Gen. Oasroll, which 
I know from having h d  another officer call him by name. The other I 
a u l d  not identi$, but supposed he wss a staff o%lcar. They were evi- 
dently very much in earnest. I heard one say : "Well, I can hold this 
Line to-night a8 long as n-ry ; but why in the name of - don't he 
get hia men into shape win and get them down here? He's got all night 
to do it in. l 1  The other replied : " Cfen. Oasroll, our troops a m  very much 
demorelized. The General does not feel that he m depend on them." 

Then the one who had been addrawl ea Carroll replied : "- - 
auch a speech as that  Don't talk to me that way. Tell him to bring hie 
men back here and align them on thia wall. They will then be in support 
of my brigsde line. If he can't inspire them, by -, I can. Get them 
bsck hem. Don't let them cower like a hak of sheap up there behind the 
upper batten-. l 1  (Referring to onre and Stevens's and Reynolds's on the 
brow of the hill.) 

The officer addreseed mplied in a low tone, which I could not make 
out, to which C m l l  replied, as I thought, in great wrath : 

DIAGRAM OF TEE BATTLEFIELD. 
The main diagram shows the po- 

sitions of the third day. The space 
incloeed in the heavy black linesshows 
the positions in the final struggle of 
the flrst day. 

1. Twelfth Corps on Culp's Hill. 
2. Wadsworth's Division, Firat Corps. 
8. Eleventh Corps. 
4. Bobineon'a Division, First Corps. 
5 6. Second Corps. 
7. Doubleday'a Division, First Corqs. 
8 8. Third and Fifth Corps. 
9 9. Sixth Corps in reeerve. 
10. Vermont brigade (Stannard's) 

striking flank of Piokett's Division. 
11. Reserve ammunition parlo. 
a a Pickett ready to start out of the 

grove on Seminary Ridge. 
b b. Pickett striking front of Gib- 

bon's Division. 
c c. Hill's Corps supporting Plckett's , 

left of the Battery. (This poeition was 
shifted slightly once or twice, but not 
for any length of time.) 

Explanation of small diagram : 
1. Stewart's half-battery north of the 

Railroad Cut. 
Z. Davison's half-battery south of 

tho Railroad Cut (flrst position). 
8. Davison's half-battery south of the 

Railroad Cut (second position slewed 
to the left to rake Scales's front line). 

4. Wllbour'a section of Reynolds's 
Battery (last posftion). 

6. Greenleaf Stevens's battery near 
the Seminary (last position). 

6. 6th Wisconsin and 11th Pennsyl- 
vania supporting us. 

7 7 7. All the other infantry going off 
toward the town and Cemetery. 

a a a. Rebel front line charging and 
flanking us. 

left flank. / b b b. Their main line coming on in 
d d. Longstreet's Corps supporting great shape. 

Pickett's right flank. I c c. Scales's Brigado broken by our 
e e. Ewell's Corpa in the town and canister and Wilbour's and Stevens's 

east of it. from the brow of the hill. 
B. Position of Battery B second and ; The little cross marks the spot where 

third days. Cemetery gate just to the Reynolds fell. 



'LEIancock sent me over here to restore this line. I have done it. But 
I can't be responsible for the whole right center of the army, with my little 
brigade unsupported. - - a commander who says he has no confi- 
dence in his t w p a  He had better go and shoot himsex Probably your 
troop8 reciprocate your General's lack of confidence. Tell him to either 
get them back here on this line or relinquish the command." 

Then Carroll went on to eay that he himself occupied a peculiar pod- ! 
tion ; that Hanoock had ordered him over there to restore the line, but had 
not told him to report to anybody, nor had he given him any authority in 
that position. So he said his brigade was isolated there. He had no 
authority to =me command on.that part of the line. LLIf  I had such 1 
authority," he said, with great vehemence, 'LI'd resume& thinge here 
quicker than - muld scorch a feather." 

There was more of the same sort, but ae I knew our gun detachment 
was waiting for me to come back with their canteens I could not stop for 
any more of this interesting "eavesdropping. " 

I respectfully add to this "impromptu interviewM that aeveral com- I 
d e s  of the Eleventh Corps have disputed it6 accuracy, as published in the 
original sketch in THE NATIONAL TBIBUNE, I am pemndly authorized 
by Gen. Carroll to say that the above conversation-barring the alleged 
picturesque profanity -occurred subatantially as stated betwean himeelf 
and Capt. J. AI. Brown, Assistant Adjutant-General of Ames's Division, 
Eleventh Corps, a t  the place described and under the circumatgncea de- 
tailed. For further information any inquiring comrade may ad* Msj.- 

I 
Gen. Sprigg Carroll, 1801 F street, Washington, D. C., or Maj. John M. 
Brown, Portland, Me. I give thia incident so much prominence bemuse 
it was one of the most dramatic occurrenw of Gettysbnrg, beside8 having 
a most important bearing on the fortuner, of the battle. 

After this a detail was told off to go to the park of the reserve ammu: 
nition train to help bring up f m h  mppliea We went down the Taney- 
town Road till we came to the bivouac of the Sixth Corps, and thence to 
the Baltimore Pike by e cram road, and found the reserve ammunition 
parked in a field some distance to the rear of Gen. Meade1e headquarters 
that night. I t  was nearly 6 o'clock a t  night when we set out, and i t  was 
past 2 in the morning when we got back to our position. The route ran 
along close in the rear of the position8 of the h n d ,  Third and Fifth 
Corps, which had sustained the brunt of the main fight of the second day, 
and the whole way it  was literally a solid field hospital, Our own wounded 
in the first day's battle had mostly been lefi in Gettysburg village, so that 
during the rest of the conflict they were practically in the hands of the 
enemy, and we could not see them or do anything for them. But this 
wreckage of the second day was safe in our own rear, and everything pos- 
sible was being done for them. As we paesed slowly along the road we 
could see on every side in the fields in and around such hrm buildings as 
had escaped the flames, and fairly lining both sides of the road, innumer- 
nhle p u p s  of wounded in all stagea of misery ; groaning, crying, swear- 



ing, begging for water or whiaky, or for food; en tmt ing  the Surgeons 
and attendants to come to them ; some in delirium, calling for their friends 
a t  home ; some even begging some one to shoot them, to  escape from their 
present pcmga ; and the whole scene fitfully lighted up by the h ~ n g  Ian- 
terns of the hospital forces, or the fickeling fires of rails and boards here 
and there ; the flelds toward the front full of flitting lights from the 
terns of the stretcher parties buay bringing fresh additions to the wretched 
mass. Meantime the Surgeons were a t  work as best they codd, i n  the 
darknem and conhion,  dressing wound4 administering s t i m u l a n ~ ,  and 
all that sort of thing. In the courae of t h h  mile or so of road there must 
have been, according to statistia publiehed since, not less t,han 8,000 
wounded men, of whom, no doubt, 1,000 died during the night. NO one 
ever will see again so much or such awful sufering, wo m d  deepsir in 
equal space of ground. It waa indescribably awful ! 

At the reeerve ammunition park every one wanted canister, and re- 
ported themeelvea entirely out of it. To an  artilleryman this fact is  the 
most eloquent p i b l e  evidence of the close and deadly fighting that the 
artillery did a t  Gettysburg. We made the best of our way back, and ar- 
rived a t  the position about 2 o'clock, when we a t  once lay down for the 
hour or two of rest that remained. 

Regarding the charge of Carroll's Brigade a t  such an opportune 
moment on the north brow of Cemetery Hill, Mrlj. William Houghton, of 
the 14th Indiana, writea to the author aa follows : 

The action of sprigg Carroll's Brigade that evening, though it lasted but 
8 few momenta, was the moet important event of the day. The Hebels had 
driven out the brigade that held the gate of the Cemetery, had captured the 
guns, and were sweeping forward on the right and rear of our lines. If they 
had not been driven back our whole line would have been taken in reverse, 
and a distastrous defeat would have been almost inevitable. During the day 
we had been in reserve immediately behind the right of the Twelfth Corps 
line. We had witnessed the Q h t  on the left, but were not ourselves engaged. 
h'ight was coming, and it eeemed we were not going to get our usual share of 
hard knocks. Suddenly there was an order to move to the right; we were 
thrown into line of battle and moved toward the crest of Cemetery Hill. Being 
in the ccnter of the left wing of the 14th Indiana, I recollect I passed to the 
left of the Cemetery gate-the most of the brigade psssed to the right. We 
met Hicketts, who wtu frantically imploring us to save his guns. The mu* 
ketry was very heavy, and thbblaze seemed to be almost in our faces. It was 
middling hot for a minute, but it couldn't last. We came in good style; a 
cheer, a volley, a charge, and the hill was ours, the guns retaken and the 
Rebels whooped across the stone wall below. 

I recollect the flat North Carolina was in our front; our regiment got 
tbeir flag and one of their flcld oflicers. I think the Lieutenant-Colonel was 
taken prisoner (wounded), while their Major was killed. I don't know the 
brigade loss in this charge. The 14th Indiana lost I in killed and wounded, 
which was getting off easy compared to our losses a t  Antietam and Fred- 
erickshurg. But we saved the center and held the position taken that night to 
the en* of the fight, and, although we were not again attacked, I assert that 
the batteries on the hill behind us could have slept in security while Carroll's 
Brigade were pointing their guns over the stone wall a t  the base ; tbey would 
never have driven us from that stone wall. Carroll's Brigade had one West 



Virginla regiment (the Yth), which, with the 14th Indiana, 4th and 8th Ohio, 
constituted the brlgade. 

There was a story to the effect that when Carroll had restored the line 
the Captain of one of the recaptured batteries asked him if he desired any 
change in the position of the gnna Carroll said, "No f the position is well 
enough, but (pointing to one of hia regiments ia line behind the fence) 
you had better get your guns away when those Hdosiera quit !" 

Comrade 3. R McClure, 14th Indiana, says : 
I am glad Qen. Carroll geta oredit for what he did. I think Carroll was 

the most abused man in the army. But when there was any quiok and bloody 
work Carroll and the 14th Indiana, 8th end 4th Ohio and 7th West Virginia 
were called on to do it. He wae called on at Chanoelloravffle after the Eleventh 
Corps broke; also, at Gettysburg. At the Wildernese, when the Rebels broke 
our center, and at the Bloody Angle Carroll took the lead. The boye used to 
call him "Old Brloktop," on amount of hia red head, and, flnslly, from this 
circumstance, the whole oommand WM nioknamed "the Brfoktap Brigade." 

The battle of the third day began over on the farther aide of Culp's 
Hill ae soon as it  waa light enough to see, or a little before sanrise. The 
flrat we heard of it  wae the batteries of the Twellth Corps opening in &voa 
This waa the extreme right of the army, and aa the line bent round like a 
book a t  the north end thin fighting waa almost in  our rear. We were 
facing to the northwest. There waa no movement of the enemy ic our 
immediate front a t  that moment, though soon after about 16 guns of theirs 
opened on our podtion from a rise of ground eaet of the village, called 
Benner's HilL Stevens's, Reynolds's and ours replied to them with s h d  
and spherical case. The rasge was pretty long, and no one waa hnrt with 
ns, but one of Stevens's or Reynolds's &ns wau blown up. At all 
events, this "long-taw l 7  business did not laet a great while ; perhaps on 
our part 10 rounds were fln3-I. But there waa no demonstration of infantry 
in our front, except that our own line8 were drawn in from the position 
occupied along the base of the hill d u r i q  the night, and took up a new 
line on our position, or a little in front of it, Sprigg C m l l ' s  Brigade 
occupying the line of the Btone wall in our immediate front and right, and 
Ames's Brigade lying down on our left and rear, holding the ground in 
front of the Cemetery. 

But the battle over beyond Cdp's Hill grew in volume, and ae it had 
extended so far around to the right and directly in our rear, whereas the 
big battle of the second day had been away off to the left, we got the un- 
pleagant impreasion that we were sur ro~~~~ded .  Of course it  will be nnder- 
stood that this is written in the light of the knowledge we had, or the 
impreseions we formed then, and not in view of the subsequent revelations 
of history. The object is to p m n t  a picture of the battle taken on the 
spot, as it  appeared to the men who were fighting it then e d  there ; not 
a picture retouched by study of later history. So we got the disagree- 
able idea that we were surrounded, and that the Rebel army was much 
bigger than we had supposed. As the fighting was on the opposite side of 
Calp's Hill from us we could see nothing of the infantry manuvers. Al l  
we could see was that the batteries of the Twelfth Corps, positioned on top 



of the crest, were blecinp; a t  something down below them on the farther. 
side, and we could not see whethex they were csccompliehing anything or 
not But we n o w  tbst the enemy them was not acing artillerg in reply 
to them. Some of our fellow mid this was beocwee the Twelfth Corpe 
battmka kept those of the enemy silenced. Othem snrmised that the enemy 
wae taking his batteries w m d  $ome circuitoas mute with a view to get- 
ting on the h k  of td~e Twelfth mni enfilsding its line, m Longstreet did 
FitaJahn Porter's line a t  the m n d  Bull Run. We aleo noticed that no 
attempt was made to ~ i n E o r a ,  our troop who were fighting s t  Culp's Hill, 
which further convinced ua that wa were snrronmled, end that Meade did 
not dam to weaken hie line8 a t  my other point by taking awrty troops to 
reinforce Slocum and Wadmvorth a t  the extreme right. And this ugly 
impremion WM not absted when we saw, 10-g to the h t  and l&, 
gl&pw of columns of infantry moving about o n  Seminary Ridge, and a 
palpable concenhtion of their t&i&q near the Seminary a d  to the 
southward of it. It is sPfe to my that at no time ehca the beginning of 
tbe struggle had 'fhingu looked more ''alriW l '  to the average mes in the 
r m h  tlum they did in the forenoon of the third day. 

Meantime we stood i d 4  in o n .  old position. The tlghting beyond 
Cnlple Hill continued stubborn, tho- fitfnl, with frequent lulls in both 
musketry and &illerg fire. Finally, when it was almost noon, the 5.m 
elackened, and then cessed altogether ; and ehortly &mad we saw the 
Bsbel infantry moving around through the fields to the north of Cnlp's 
Hill, evidently retreating from that poeition and m e f i g  for the main line 
af the enemy on Seminary Ridge. 

During dl the afternoon of the second day and forenoon of the third 
there had been a good deal of dmpehooting by the Rebels from the houeea 
and fen- in  the south edge of the town. We had one man- Blakeley - 
alightly hit by this flm, and in  Stevens's Battery Capt. Stevens himself 
wae severely, and one of hie men mortally, wounded. In our immediate 
front the most annoying of this sharphooting came from s mull brick 
house which stood a short diatance south of the place on the Baltimore 
Pike, where the watering-trough was, and about 600 yards from our 
mnzzlea The gable end of the house fronted us. It hsd two windowe 
in each story. When Blakeley was hit or "scratched l 1  by a bullet from 
this house, Mitchell ordered the gun in the road to be loaded with rt crlse 
hot ,  cut for 600 y d .  This was one of the new guns issued in front of 
Fredericksburg i n  June to replace one of the old pattern, condemned on 
&coount of er&ve " ecering l 1  of the bore. Never having been used 
except in  the firet day's bhtle, its bore was perfect, and hence i t  was as 
aeourmte as a smooth-bore could be. Mitchell sighted this gun himself, 
and aLeo had Jimmy Maher sight her. When they got her right they 
palled h y a r d ,  and the case shot went right through the brick wall be- 
tween the two windows in the aewnd story, exploding beautifully in the 
house. The Rebel sharpshootera evidently did not consider it a desirablb 
reaidenee after that. Upon occupying the town on the 4th we learned. 



that this case shot killed one and wounded another of the sharpshootera 
It was one of tfhe beat shot6 I ever saw from a smooth-bore gun. 

About noon everything on our extreme right was quiet, and we began 
to look anxiously to Seminary Ridge again to see what the w i n g  of artil- 
lery and infantry there wonld bring forth. We could aee over across the 
valley a line of Rebel guns reaching from near the Seminarg on the north 
clear down to a point nearly opposite to the Peach Orchard on the south, 
l i i g  that ridge for over a mile in length with what was almost one un- 
broken battery, over 100 guns strong ! I venture to say that no msn now 
living in this country will ever aee another artillery line like it, a t  least 
not on our own soiL Looking to the southward along Cemetery Ridge on 
our own side, so t b  as we could see, what appeared to be the whole artil- 
lery of the Army of the Potomec was in similar formation, though we 
could not aee it all from our position. 

It was now past noon, very hot, and the sir, surcharged with the 
smoke and vapor of two days of battle, held a sort of mvky ham, which 
was almost sedative in its effect on the senses. What little breeze there 
was blew from the south, but it was not much. No sounds were heard 
except thg clank of harness, the sharp tones of orders here and there, and 
the stamp of the impatient horses' hoofs as Orderlies and staff officers flew 
up and down the line. One could distinctly hear the hum of the honey- 
bees working. That sound took me back to the little garden behind our 
old farm homestead away up North, where the beehives stood in rows on 
long planks, and where I had often gone in the hot Summer days past to 

lie down in the shade of the 
pear trees and read a book to 
the music of the humming 
bees ! But this thought was 
instantly dismissed as mere 

thumb, brought my eyes 
front and scowled at the 

- Hunt came along our line, 

their ammunition, etc. When 
he came to us and saw that 

"DON'T PUT US OUT OP ACTION." we had but four gnus and 
had lost four caissons, with hardly half enough horses even for what we 
had left, and that our force present for duty was only about 50 men, driv- 



era and all, he stopped, and seid : "If I had known that yon were in this 
condition I would have relieved you this morning with a battery from the 
m m e .  I had no idea you were so much cut up." 

"We have suffered some, sir," replied Ord. Serg't Mitchell, who was 
for the moment in command (Stewart having gone to a Surgeon to get his 
wounds dressed), "but we do not want to be put out of action ! " whereat 
we all cheered. The General smiled, nodded his head and Iode off. 

He had not been gone a gmat while when a puff of white smoke came 
h m  a gnn abont the center of the Rebel line, and then, h o s t  before the 
sound of the report had time to w.ach us, they opened fire on their extreme 
right, about opposite the Pea& Orchard. This opening flre ran swiftly 
along their line, gun after gun and bat* afler battery tsking i t  up in 
succmsion. It reminded me of the "powder snskee" we boys used to 
touch off on the.4th of July, where yon lay a long, sinuous train of pow- 
der on the ground or sidewalk and ignite it a t  one end. But it was on a 
thousand times grander scale, and though within one day of the 4th it was 
not being done for fun. The explosion of their shells showed instantly 
that they were concentrating their flre on onr center, some distance h m  
us, so but few of their projectiles came onr way. ~es idd ,  we were so far 
around to onr own right that the range was too long for onr light twelvee, 
except aa to the enemy's guns neareet the town, and that waa very long. 
range. With solid shot the maximum range of a light 12-pounder, a t  five 
or six degrees elevation, is about 1,700 yards, or a mile in round terms, 
whereas the nearest of the enemy's gnne was more than a mile from us;. 
so we stood to onr p t a  for the time being and watched the performance. 
Meantime eight gnns that they had poeted on the elevation north of the 
town, commanding the Carlisle and Mnmmasbnrg Roads, fired a few 
rounds a t  us, but aa the shells all fell short or exploded in the air before 
they reached us, these gnns eoon ceesed. We did not reply to them. The 
enemy served his guns very slowly, and also, judging from the frequent 
explosions of the caissons of our btteriee to the left of ne, with gmat pre- 
cision Then, for the first time, we envied the batteries that had the rifled 
pieces, Parrotla or the three-inch Rodmana If ours had been rifled gnns 
we could have "joined in." However, onr lack of employment rtfforded 
us all the better opportunity to witnees the scene. I n  the light of these 
times i t  ie a grest thing to have witnessed the b t t l e  of the third day, and 
the greet duel between the ancentrsted artillery of Meade's and Lee's 
mmies I 

Onr shells did not appear to blow up ae many of the enemy's caissons 
aa his did of onre. This was because hie miawns were mostly under cover 
of the woods in the rear of his guns, or were out of eight behind the creat, 
while ours were in the open fields east of the Taneytown Road, in plein 
eight end with no a v e r  of any kind ; in fact, their stray shells came clear. 
over into the eaat side of the graveyard, where our cabmns were, and one 
of the latter was blown up, wounding two more of onr men, one severely. 
Oru Battery formed s pretty picture while thie wae going on. An oil 



,painting of it  that would embody recognizable portraits of the men, if one 
were possible, mnld entice a good many shekels fmm my pocket at this 
time. Stewart stood moet of the time near the Cemetery gate, with one 
arm thrown over the neck of his horse and a field-giasa in the other hand, 
sweeping the ecene from end to end. The men stood a t  ease a t  their guns, 
some leaning against the wheels, others standing up on the "cheeh" or 
axlea, all eyes bent on the stupendone drama before them, the like of 
which no one ever saw b e h ,  and in all probability no one wil l  ever aee 
,again, commenting to one another on the incidents of the pmctice ; com- 
paring and criticizing the performance of the respective Rebel batteriea, 
and all the time regretting that the range wse too great for oar own little 
braes twelves. 

L '  Oh, well, boys, be patient, " said Mitchell. "All this is to hammer 
our folks down to the left and pave the way for their infantry. There's 
going to be a - of a charge pretty soon, along the whole line, snd then 
we'll come in for our share. Keep your shirta on, boys !" 

The thing that we regretted moat wim that, owing to the convex curve 
of Cemetery Ridge, and our position being a little too far to the right, we 
could not see the p s  of onr own batteries that were in action, except 
those immediately to onr leR, in the road below the Cemetery gate. But 
excepting now and then a stray shell that struck below the road, or ~uore 
rarely went over the road and bnrst among the tombstonee, the Rebels 
paid but little attention to the right of our line, although these two rMe 
batteries in the road must have been doing efkt ive work against the 
Rebel left. All tbis lasted about an hour and a half, during which time 
the Rebels must have 5red 60 or 70 rounds per gun, and our folks perhapa 
more. The men in the rifle batteriea to our immediate left told ns thmt 
night that they had used up all their shell and ehrapnel 

By 3 o'clock the ih on both sides slackened a b l y .  This was be- 
cause the guns were getting hot and the Cannoneers tired and hot, too, for 
the aRernoon was sultry. About half-past three our guns ceased firing al- 
together along the whole line. 

While this grand artilery duel had been going on to our left, a d m ,  
.deanltory exchange of shots had ocoarred on the right between eome Rebel 
gnns posted in the fields northeast of Gkttyebnrg village and the batteriea 

I that were in line with the Eleventh Corps. But this had been at  very long 
range, and wss unimportant when compared with the grand chom from 
Seminary Ridge. 

After the artillery flre had ceased there wss a lull of 20 minute or half 
an hour, and then the grandeat of all qxx tdea  recorded in history buret a 

upon our view. We were where we could see Pickett's column 5& come 
out of their cover ; where we could watch every step of their progreag for 
htdf s mile across the fields, and observe the effect of the renewed 5re of 
oar batberiea to the left of UH on his men. Ib ie true that, owing to the 
trend of Cemetery Ridge, the h l  collieion between his men and thom of 
Gibbon's Diviaian, of the Second Corps, and Doubleday's, of the Finst, wm 



shut out from us, but we saw them remil end witne%aed their %i@t baalr 
t o  their own linee. Our view wee idnitely elearsr end leee obetrncted 
than waa that of the t roop against whom the onsst was made, because the 
moke  drifted constantly away from us, and, with the exception of a brid 
cannonade of spherical caw against the Rebel batteries near the tom, we 
did nothing ba t  look o n  Momover, ee this cannonade d during 
the interval when Pickett's column wee in collision with Gibbon's Di- 
vision, and shut out from ns by the curve of the rid*, we did not really 
lose any p r t  of the m n e  by reason of it, It wee some minutee dter the 
artillery eeaeed flring before the Rebel infentry ceme out of the woods 
behind their guns and started on the greet chaw. They had to travenre 
about a mile. At first there wes a gentle dope down the east aide of Semi- 
nary Ridge for a third of'a mile, then, my, a quarter of a mile of level or 
slightly undulating gnmnd, and then another 80 rods or so of 8 consider- 
able '&up grade, l 7  forming the west dope of Cemetery Ridge, the p h  ab 
whkh they atruck our line being the lowest point in that ridge between 
Cemetery Hill proper and the Ronnd Tope. Bs they came out of the 
woods they appeared in line of battle about one brigade h n t  extended. 
The first line had gotten, say, 30 rods from the woode when a second line 
emerged of about the eeme strength ae the fir&, and this was, in tnm, fd- 
lowed by a third at  e similar distance. They moved down the dope and 
across the level ground very rapidly, but not a t  double quick. Stewart, 
watching them, remarked to Mitchell : "They mean bnsineea You notice 
how few of their officere are mounted. They are going to try to bmak o w  
csnter. I think it is their laat e&rt." 

When theae three linea had got down onto the level ground another 
long line moved out from behind the ridge near the village and began 
to advance slowly toward our poeition, keeping on the left tlaulc and a little 
in the rear of the force that waa making the main charge. We s t  once 
prepared to give them e hot reception Some of our infentry that hsd 
been lying down behind the road now got up and deployed down the hill 
in skirmish line, while the others stood up and formed line of battle in the 
road to our left. 

At thie instant the scene down to the left where the main line wae 
charging reached it6 cli- Every gun in our lines that could reach them 
was going, and owing to the openness of the level ground they had to rroee 
frightfnl execution wee being done at  every step. As we could not fire at  
them after they got within the range of o w  gnna without firing along the 
front of our own line, and ee the force in our front waa not yet within easy 
range, we had nothing to do but look o n  Noticing expressions of mxiety 
on our faoes Mitchell said, "Steady boys. .They can't break the line down 
there. I only hope that those fellowa (pointing to the force in oar own 
h n t )  will come on, too." Then mounting his horse he rode rmnd m$ 
the Cemetery gate and down into the field below, where he could eee better. 
In e moment he came back and a i d  : "They are going to strike the Second 
Oorp and Doubleday's Division, of ours. They couldn't fall into bettar 



hands. It's all right." Meantime the advance line of the charging force 
had got across the level ground and had begun to climb the slope of Ceme- 
tery Riage. This brought them into contact with ouf advanced skip 
mishera, who limed every stone wall, clump of bushes and bowlder in the 
fields along the Emmittebnrg Road, and who opened a deadly fusillade. 
Then, for the first time, the charging troops began to use their musketa 
It was now abont 4 o'clock, and though the sinking SM was shining bright 
and hot the enormous a m o ~ t  of smoke that had drifted over to the west- 
ward made the air seem like one of those soR, hazy effects that you see in 
Indian Summer. But the peacefulness of nature found no reapom. On 
the contrary, the whole expanse between the two ridges was a pandemonium 
of yelling soldiers, flashing muskets, shells bnrsting in air and on the 
ground, riderleas horses b r i n g  abont, barns, honses and haystacks on 
&-everywhere &me, smoke and every other evidence of destruction ; 
while above all was the stupendous uproar of hundred w o n ,  30,000 
muskets and myriads of bnrsting shells-the whole making one ceaeeleas 
crssh, as if the world was breaking up ! 

Our position wm just a t  the north bend of Cemetery Ridge, near the 
point where the Emmittsbnrg and Baltimore Roads meet, just before enter- 
ing the village. And if you will lay a ruler on the m p ,  allowing for the 
trend of the ridge, yon will see that our line of observation was about win- 
cident with the line of the Emmittsbnrg Road, so that when the enemy 
crossed i t  a t  the point he was charging on he passed out of our view, and 
we could not observe the fnrther proceedings until he got back to the same 
point in his retreat. We regretted, this, bemuse, according to d l  the ac- 
c o ~ t s ,  by far the most intemting struggle of the whole battle, and one of 
the most thrilling in history, occurred in the f3nal collision between the 
enemy and Gibbon's men, who were holding the poaition that they stmck; 
eo a description of this culminating scene m o t  be attempted here. 

But at  this moment we had some bneinees of our own to attend to. AS 
Pickett's lines crossed the Emmittebnrg R o d  and pressed up the dope the 
Rebel infantry in our own front began to advance again, this time more 
rapidly than i t  first, and soon got within our range, their left f h k  re&- 
ing to the eonthem edge of the town; in fact, their extreme left was 
entering the atreets. We now got orders to open on them with epherical 
caee, to bear on their left as far as we could without shelling the town 
i h l f .  We fired slowly several rounds, but as the enemy halted again we 
ceased. Our practice was very good ; every one of our caw shot struck and 
exploded right in his ranks, and, supposing that the main object was to 
hammer the enemy as much as possible, we could not see why we were 
not permitted to go ahead. 

We had hard1 y ceased tlring when we began to notice wttered p u p s  
of Rebels running as fast as they could back a c w  the Emmittsburg Road, 
and making tracks for their own lines. As soon as Stewart SEW them he 
exclaimed : "By G - , boys, we've got 'em now ! They've br& dl to -!,, 



Aa the Captain was near our gun when he said this, the writer asked: 
"Are they whipped now, sir? ) l  

He looked somewhat runused a t  my ~ ~ I T W ~ ~ I I B B B ,  end replied : " Y ~ s ,  
yes, my eon, they sre whipped now, for good. They can't recover from 
this. It is the last of them ! " 

During their tlight onr gun8 down to the left kept pouring caae h o t  
into their dieordered messes, but there was no sign of onr infantry follow- 
ing them. I aaked Mitchell why om infsntry was not a t  their heels, and 
he replied : "Our i n h t r y  has probably got all i t  can do to stay where it 
is ! l )  which raieed the laugh on me. The fect wm that om infantry did 
want to follow them, and one diviaion (Crawford's) advanced eo far that' 
we could sea them from our position ; but they halted thie side of the 
Peach (Xchard. The troops in our own h n t  (Pender's)& began to fall 
back repidly, end were aoon back on the top of Seminery Ridge. The 
flight of Pickettle men lasted some 20 or 30 minutes, by which time the 
level ground between the ridges was cleared of the enemy, except strag- 
glers here and there. Some of their grins down opposite the Peach Orchard 
now began to fire, but did not keep it up long. I snppoee that wm done 
to show thet they were ready for ne, if we wanted to make a counter. 
attack. 

From this time till dark nothing was done. Onr lines were reformed 
all along Cemetery Ridge, additional gnne were brought up from the re- 
serve artillery and strong picket lines thrown out. But Boon 8 t h  dark 
we heard sounds to the north of our poeition, which indicated a retreat of 
the enemy from his position on that side. At roll call Stewart a i d  that 
'' the enemy would donbtleae be gone in the morning ; that he felt sesured 
in saying thst we had won a great victory, and that the battle of Gettys- 
burg wonld be forever one of the most ~ o n s  in hiatorg. ') He made quite 
a little speech on this occasion, as was hia cuetom after a brtttle. Among 
other things he wid that just a t  thie time end under these circnmstancee 
he could not trast hie feelings in the attempt to say how much he a p  
preciated the way the b o p  had stood by him. Where all, from the oldest 
Regular to the youngest r d t ,  had done eo well and served eo faithfully, 
it would be invidious to mention individnala But he muat say that what- 
ever might be the future of the old Battery, its past a t  least wes secnre in  
the glory of duty well done and greet deeds mmpliahed. 

Just befire dark, or a t  dark, an i n t e e  incident occnrred. The 
enemy wae preparing to withdraw h m  the town, and about dark one of 
their picketa made a break for our lines. His comrades evidently eew 
what he was up to, and they eent two or three bulleta after him, but with 
no effect. Our own infentry pickets halted him at  the atone wall and die- 
armed him, but soon let him paee, and he came into the Batterg, where 
we received him cordially. He add he belonged in Pittebnrg, but wae in 
New Orleans when the war broke out in 1861, being a -boat hmd on 
the river. In a drunken frolic he and several more "shipped" in Beverly 
Kennon)s "Louisiana Navyl') and eerved in it np to the ca tp~re  of New 
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Orleans, when they were d m M  off into the Confedemte army, he getting 
into the 5th Louisirtna, which was one of the socalled ''Tiger l 1  regiment& 
He told us that hie regiment belonged to Hays's Brigade, of Early's Divis 
ion, Ewell's Corp, and said it  was his brigade that had got so near to us 
in the charge a t  dusk on the wcond day. He eaid that he himself got on 
our side of the stone wall, and wonld have staid there under pretense of 
being wounded and crawled into our lines, but waa borne back with his 
comkdes in the rush when they broke. We gave him pork, hardtack and 
coffee, which we got then for the first time since the morning of the 2d. 
He gave us in return a great deal of news. He said the Rebels were much 
disheartened at  their repeated failures to f o m  our lines. All their troops 
believed after the success of the first day that the Army of the Potomac 
wonld retrectt toward Washington, leaving them to forage at  will through 
the rich country they were in. He said that when the Rebel troops a p  
proached Gettysbnrg, after the few brushes they had had with the militia, 
they fully believed that they could clean up the Army of the Potomac in 
about four home and put an end to the war. "And to tell yon the truth, 
boys," he added, "I began to think so myeelf&r Chancellorsville." He 
had been in Jackeon's celebrated attack on the Eleventh Corps there. 

But he told us that the Rebel Generals could not get their men to a t  
tack our strong positions on Cemetery Hill any more. He raid that it had 
been reported in Hays's Brigade during that afternoon that Gen. Ewell had 
tried to get Gordon's Brigade to l e e  another waault on.the north front of 
the hill, where the "Tigers" had charged the night before, bnt the men 
would not try it. [This waa doubtlees a "camp canard," as no mention 
of it can be found in any history.] But he also declared that if Stone- 
wall Jackson had been alive and in command, instead of Ewell, that corps 
would have stormed the hill a t  the end of the 5ret day, before we could 
have recovered from our reve- in the battle west of the town. I t  is 
worth while to coneider that this ia poeeibly true. It is certain that Jack- 
son could make his men do more than any other commander ever could ; 
and so, if he had been alive and there, he might have made them storm 
the hill. Bnt he wasn't there. And they never "stormed the hill." 

The night of the 3d was pawed in the old position, where nothing 
occurred to disturb our reat, though the camp guard said that there had 
been some picket IWng away down on the left al l  night. 

At dawn on the 4th of July we stood to posta again, ag usual, and 
though the enemy wag still plainly visible in his old lines on &minary 
Ridge, his movements very early in the day convinced us that he was get- 
ting ready to move off. 

The roll call of that Sunday morning was an affecting scene. The 
battle was over and it was time to "render the butcher's bill" of the old 
Battery. Mitchell called the roll with faltering voice, and Stewart delib- 
erately turned on his heel and limped over into the Cemetery, where our 
remaining caiasons were. I t  took quite a while to call that roll. One 
reason was because we had been f o r d  out of the position in which most 



of the victim had fallen (the Railroud Cut the first day) and could not 
take care of our wounded, m there was much doubt as to how they had 
fared or what had h o m e  of them. Tho88 abeolntely known to have been 
killed were John Sheehan, one of the old Regnlare ; Charley Sprague, 6th 
Wisconein ; Dave W t t ,  7th Wisconein (serving temporarily) ; Uri Pal- 
mer, 6th Wisconsin, and Richard Allen, an infantryman from one of the 
regiments of the Iron Brigade, who, being separated from hia command in 
the 5nd wreck, and having loet his musket, heroically fell in to help carry 
canister for McDongall's gun in the very vortex of the alrnoet hand-to-hand 
struggle between the left half-battery and Scales's Brigade. John Sheehan 
was, as his name indicaw an Irishman. He had got a alight wound in 
the leR arm early in the action, but, with the traditional pluck of his war- 
rior m, remsed to go to the rear, though ordered to do m by Mitchell. 
Hia death wound was a rifle bullet through the heart, which he received 
&om a aharpahooter while aticking to hia post despite hi previous wound. 
He was a noble mldier, and dwrvee the gratitude of his adopted country. 
Charley Spragne was a smooth-faced boy hardly 20 yeara of age-a Wia- 
conein volunteer detached in the Battery, and a dear friend of the writer. 
He fell comparatively early in the action, ahot through the head while in 
the act of serving a round of caniater on hia piece. Capt. Stewart, in a p  
prising Charley's relatives of hia ead fate, described him as "one of the 
very beet and bravest of my soldier bop, and one whoee loes is mourned 
by every one in the Battery." M a t t  was from the 7th Wisconsin, and 
had been in the Battery but a few days. He waa never mastered on it8 , 
etrength and hie name doea not appear on ita rolla Uri Palmer, from the 
6th Wisconsin, was No. 1 on Henry Moore's gun. He was ahot through 
the throat in the act of loading, and Henry had to take the rammer from 
hie dying hands and f i s h  sending home the charge ! 

The wounded were Capt. Stewart (painfully but not disabled), Lieut. 
Davison (ankle shattered and bullet wound in right breaat, totally diaa- 
bled), Serg't McBride (slight), Serg't Moore (injured by fall of home ahot 
~ d e r  him), h c e  Serg't McDongell (slight), Corp'l Greene, Corp'l Jerry 
Mnrphy (severe), Dorp'l Packard (slight, smlp wound), Corp'l Childs 
(severe), and Privatea Ackerrnan, Blaine, Barrett, Bache, Blakeley, Bur- 
dick, Compton, Collins, Ehrt, Galdner, Holland, Happy, J o h n ,  Jeesee, 
Kennedy, K w e l d ,  Kocher, McDermott, Monahan, John Moore, Orth, 
Patten, Rowe, Shemmell, George Smith, S h e p p d  and Thnreton. There 
were several othera alightly hit, but not enough to be reported in  the re- 
t u r n  Of those reported wounded, two-Bnrdick and Thurston-after- 
ward died. The total waa seven killed or mortally wounded and 36 
wounded, though three of the latter did not quit, and hence were not 
reported in  the returns of cssnaltiea By days the loea was es follows: 
July 1, seven killed or died of wounds and 29 wounded; July 2, two 
wounded ; July 3, two wounded. Several of those above named were not 
reported in Stewart's offlcial casualty list, as they did not @.to hospittLL 

The Battery and the whole service seered  a great lase in Lient. James 



Davimn, who wee permanently dieabled, m that he had to retire from active 
service mmetime afterward. At the time Davieon was disabled he had 
been in the Regular h y ,  in all gradea from private to Lieutenant, abont 
10 yeass. He hid been promoted from Sergeant-Wor of the Artillery 
Reserve, a t  the pereons1 reqneat of Gen. Henry J. Hunt, just about a year 
before Gettysbnrg, eo that he wee only at  the beginning of a carear which 
could not have failed to be one of the most brilliant in the history of the 
war. He had been mentioned in general reporb for distinguished gal- 
lantry in every battle up to Gettysbnrg. At the time of Gettyabnrg he 
was not more than 28 or 30 years old, eo that he was right in hie young 
pnme when stricken down. Hie disposition was generous, and in dealing 
with the boys he did not put on the lea& style or airs, but invariably 
treated them as fellow+oldiers and gentlemen; at  least eo long as their con- 
duct justified it, which was nearly always the - with the men of that 
Battery. Davison wns the one we always went to for prma and all that 
eort of thing, and he would never refnse a request from a man who did his 
duty like a eoldier. Ae a fighter he was superb ! It is tme  that, among 
onrselvea, we nsed to call him " Jimmy," but that wee by no means a title 
of dismpct .  On the contrary; i t  wee an expression of the utmost affec- 
tion, and indicated that we regarded him as one of onreelvea-a regard, 
by the way, which the history of the leRhalf battery at  the R a i W  Cut 
the 6rst day of Gettysburg sufficiently teetifiea Every survivor of the old 
Battery, wherever he may be, will bear me out in the statement that no 
officer crippled in action was ever more sincerely mourned by his melr and 
c o d e a  than "Jimmy " Davieon wee by the snrvivom of that devoted 
little band of Cannoneere and Drivere who " stood by him " that awful 
July afternoon in front of Mre. Thompson's House the 6rst day of Gettys- 
burg ! For he was literally "the braveat of the brave " and "the truest 
of the trne ! " In my humble opinion there is not in the annale of hu~llan 
heroism a finer study for the painter or sculptor than Jimmy Davieon amid 
the wreck of hie half-battery at  Gettyaburg, faint and bloody from many 
wounds, his emgle ha lit with the battle fhmea, hie arm outstretched, and 
his strong voice still ringing out shove the crash, bidding the remnant of 
hie boys to be of good cheer and hurl defience at  their foes ! 



CHAPTER V. 
REVIEW OF G ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ B W C ) - S T B E N O T E  AND L088m OF THE ABMI=-- 

Pu~surr OF LEE-PBOBPECT OF A SECOND ANTIETAM-SAVAGE 
TEMP= OF THE TBOO~-PE~~MOTION OF MITCHELL-SEVEBAL 
WEEKB OF INACTION-LIVELY T ~ ~ I w  IN Cm-RIECOLLEC~IONS 
OF TEE COXUEADE~. 

WING to the 6 q u e n t  and constant 
changes in the pemnnel of a Regular 
battery, manned chiefly by detatcbed 
voluntmre, ft ia diflicnlt to give the ex- 
act present-for-duty roll in any @im- 
Isr battle. Therefore, for fear of doing 
iqjnstica by omisgion to some worthy 
comrade, the author will not attempt to 
give the roll of those present a t  Gettys 
burg, the names of all who fought there 
having been previody mentioned. 

The artillery certainly had ite fhll 
share of the trials and gloriea of Gettys 
burg. In no other battle of the civil 
war-and hardly in any battle known 
to history-was that arm of the service 

worked as itbvaa there. The total number of batteries with the army 
waa 65. Of thew 37 were attached to the different corps, 19 were in the 
reserve artillery and niue were with the cavalry. The following waa the 
organization of the Union artilleq a t  Oettpburg, together with a state- 
ment of its snfferings in the battle, in  detail of batteries: 

FIRBT COaPB BRIOADIC. 
Col. Charlea 8. Wainwright. 

Lose. 
ed Maine Battery, Capt. Jamea A. Hall .......................................... 18 
5th Maine Battery, Capt. Qreenlenf T. Stevens.. ................................ 27 
Battery L, Ist New York, Capt. Gilbert H. Reynolds ........................... 17 
Battery B, 1st Pennsylvania, Capt. James H. Cooper.. ......................... 12 
Battery B, 4th Regulars. Capt. Jam- Stewart.. ............................... 40 - 

114 
SECOND CORPS BRIOADE. 
Capt. John Q. Hazard. 

Battery B, 1st New York, Capt.Jamea M. Rorty and Lieuta. Albert Sheldon 
and Robert E. Rogers.. ...................................................... #I 

Battery A, l a t  Rhode Island. Capt. William A. Arnold.. ....................... 82 
Battery B, 1st Rhode Island. Lieuta. Fred Brown and Walter Perrin. ........ 28 
Battery I, 1st Regulars, Lieuts. George Woodruff and Tullg MoCrea ......... 28 
Battery 4 4th Regulars, Lieut. Alonzo Cushing and SergY Fred Fuger.. .... 4 





RECORD OF BATTERIES. 103 

LQeS. 
Battery F and Q, 1st Pennsylvania, Capt. Bruce Ricketta ..................... 28 
Battery C, West Virginia, Capt. Wallace Hill.. ................................. 4 
BtkMaine Battery, Lieut. Edwin Dow.. ........................................ la 
Battery A, Maryland, Capt. James Rigby.. ..................................... 0 
1st Jersey Battery. Lieut. A. N. Parsons ........................................ 9 
Battery Q, 1st New York, Capt. Nelson Ames.. ................................ 7 
Battery K, 1st New York, Capt. R. H. Fitzhugh.. .............................. 7 - 

247 
FIORBE-ARTILLEBY. 

Capta. James M. Roberteon and John C. Tidball. ' 

Bth Miohigan Battery, Capt. J. J. Daniela ....................................... S 
6th New York Battery, Capt. J. W. Martin ...................................... 1 
Battery Band L, %I Regulars, Lieut. E. Heaton.. .............................. 0 . 
Battery M,2d Regulars, Lieut. A. M. Pennington .............................. 1 
Battery E, 4th Regulars, Lieut. Sam Elder. ..................................... 1 
Battery E and G, 1st Regulars, Capt. A. M. Rand01 and Lieut. James Chester 0 
Battery K, 1st Regulars, Capt. William M. Graham.. .......................... 8 
Battery A, Zd Regulars, Lleut. John Calef ...................................... 22 
Battery C, ad Regulars, Lieut. W. D. Fuller .................................... 0 - 

28 
It thus appeara that of the 37 batteries attached to army corps 29 

were heavily engaged during one or more days of the battle, and suffered 
loesea hitherto unheard of in that arm of the service. The batteries of the 
Corps Artillery not suffering loss were Almont Barnea'a (C), of the 1st New 
York, belonging to the Fifth C o w  Brigade, and seven of the Sixth Corps 
batteries, which remained in reserve with that corps, only one of its bat- 
teries-Andrew Cowan's let New York-getting seriously into action. 
Barnes's battery was in position during the cannonade of the third day but 
did not h. Cowan's battery was detsched from the Sixth Corps Brigade 
on the third day and fought on the line of Doubleday's Division of the 
First Corps, performing magnificent service and losing heavily. Comrade 
W. E. Webster, of Cowan's battery, relates the following anecdote : 

\ The let New York Independent Battery (Cowan's) was ordered to report 
to Qen. Doubleday on the third day, and moved into position under flre of the 
great cannonade. Each piece opened flre as they unlimbered. We noticed a bat- \ 
tery that joined us on the left with brass guns. They did not return the flre of 
the Rebela. Our Captain called Qen. Hunt's attention to this fact, and theGen- 
era1 rode over to the battery and said : "Why are you not returning thlfire?" 
An offtcer jumped from the ground, saluted the General, and replied: "Our 
guns are short range ; we cannot reach them." I t  was singular, as the John- 
nies were using brass guns on us with a vengeance. 

Of the 19 batteries of the reserve artillery every one was in action 
either on the seeond or third day, or both, and all suffered loas except 
Rigby's 1st M a r y h d  Battery, which was in line with the Twelfth Corps, 
and, though aharply engaged the third day, happily ewapd casualty. Of 
the nine horse-batteries only one was in action with the infantry. This 
was Calef's (A), of the 2d Regulars, which was the first battery to get into 
action, and performed excellent service in line with Wadsworth's Division 
at  the opening of the battle near Willoughby's Creek the first day. T h e n  



the nse of artillery was so general, and where all the batteries in action 
did so well, i t  would be almwt absurd to single out any for especial com- 
mendation. I f  any battery fairly won pre-emihence it was doubtless Alonm 
Cnshing's (A), of the 4th Regulare. This battery wes stationed with Webb's 
Brigade, of the SecondCorpe, at the point where Pickett's chargeculminated, 
and was involved in the very vortex of that immortal action. The enemy's 
infantry, led by Gen. Armistead in person, got among the guns, but the 
devoted Cannoneem stood their ground, fighting hand to hand with pieto4 
rammer-staves and handepikas, until the enemy were driven out of the 
battery by the 7dd Pennsylvania and Pickett's column collapsed. The 
Rebel leader -&n. A d a t e a d  - fell mortally wounded among the guns 
of Battery A. The noble Cnshing and 4 M d  of his men were killed or 
wounded, some of them by the cold steel, and the battery was left in com- 
mand of Ord. Serg't Fred. Fuger, who was promoFd on the spot for his 
gallantry. 

Grij3in's Battery (D), of the 5th Regulars, was also closely and desper- 
cttely engaged on Little Round Top the second day, repulsing several heroic 
chargea of the famoue Texss Brigade, and losing its commander, Lieut. 
Charlas E. Hazlett, an offic~r beloved by his men and respected by all who 
knew him. Ord. Serg't Tom Bderick,  of that battery, who maintained 
his post to the end of the fight, notwithstanding a severe wound, was also 
specially mentioned for distinguished conduct. Bigelow's 9th Maseachu- 
setts Battery, which had never been seriously in  action before, was run 
over by the enemy in Trestle's field, and its Cannoneers defended their 
pieces, rough and tumble fashion, against the 21st Mississippi in  a man- 
ner worthy of the oldest Regulars. But lack of space forbids indulgence 
in the pleasant task of specially mentioning the behsvior of the Union 
Batteries a t  Gettysbnrg. Suffice to say that, so long as hietory end-, 
the record of our artillery in  that struggle can never grow dim. 

I have devoted much space to Gettysburg, because, as a matter of 
history, that battle will always form the '' center-piece of onr great civil 
war. Students of history have noted the tendency of the mind to crystel- 
lize events. In war annals this tendency operatea to select one great battle 
as the center or focus of any war and to p u p  all others in subordinate 
places about it. Gettysburg has already taken that rank among our bat- 
tles. Many other great and desperate engagements were fought to save 
the Union,,and in all of them Amencane did miracles of valor. But away 
yonder in the future, when all of na shall have p d  away, and our 
descendants dm11 pride themselves on our deeds as we now pride onraelvea 
on the deeds of our Revolutiomry grasdairea, the proudest of all boasta 
will be, LMy grandfather was a soldier a t  Gettgeburg ! " Hence, in view 
of the peculiar interest which must eternally abide by the records of that 
battle, I have gone somewhat outside the natural scope of this work in 
dealing with them. I therefore offer the following survey of the forces 
engaged, their organization, strength and losses. On May 30 Gen. Lee 
issued an order reorganizing his army. At that time i t  was in  two army 



corps, each of four divisions, of strength as follows, according to the field 
return of May 31, 1863 : 

FIRST OORPB- LONaBTREBT. 
OWoers. Men. Total. 

Anderson's Division. ........................... 848 8,787 7,440 
McLaws's Division ............................. tW7 6,884 7,811 
Hood's Division ................................ 880 7,080 7,720 
Pickett's Division .............................. 8l6 8,012 8.867 
Artillery Brigade.. ............................. 88 1,492 1.5i4 - - -- ...... . . .  Totals ................ ..... ... 2,657 %8,075 80,m 

EECOND COBPB - HILL @WELL). 
.... Hill's Division .................... ..... ..... TaB 8,501 6,299 .. ...... Rodes's Division.. ............ .... .. 648 7,808 8,454 

Early's Division ................................ 575 8,888 8,943 
Johnson's Division ............................. 476 6,088 6,584 
Artillery Brigade ............................... 118 2,215 Z.826 - - -  

Totals ...................................... 2,549 29,979 q 5 8 8  

This is a force of 63,320 of infantry and artillery. 
By the same return Stuart's Cavalry Corps is given at  a strength of 

10,292. In a special return, dated May 25, Stuart deecribes 2,261 of his 
men as " non+ffective l1 and 6,216 as 'Leffedive.v But as Stuart's cav- 
shy cnt little or no figure in the main battle of Gettysbprg, its force is 
not material to the purposea of this paper. The reorganization of Lee's 
army was made by creating three m y  corps of three divisions each out 
of the two corpe of four divisions each then existing. The additional 
division necessary to make this arrangement was organized by tak- 
ing Hethls and Archer's Brigades from Hill's Division, and adding to 
them the new brigades of Pettigrew and Cooke, and shortly afterward 
Field's Brigade, then under Brokenborough, was assigned to this division, 
which was placed mder command of Gen. Henry Heth. The rest of Hill's ' 

Division, consisting of the brigades of Pender (Perrin), Lane, Thomas and 
McGowan (Scales), was p l d  under command of Gen. Pender. The 
division of Gen. Andereon was then detached from the First Corps, and 
with the two newly-organized divisions of Heth and Pender above deacribed 
formed the Third Corps, under command of A. P. Hill. The First Corps 
then consisted of the divisions of McLaws, Hood and Pickett, and the Sec- 
ond of those of Rodes, Early and Edward Johnson. 

We have seen that the force on May 31 was 63,320 of infantry and 
artillery. Three brigade8 were subsequently added, but as Corn's Brigade 
of Pickett's and Cookels of Heth's Divisions remained behind and did not 
take part in the Pennsylvania campaign, it is fair to reckon only Pettigrew's 
as actually added to the force operating. This brigade is deacribed in one 
of the Confederate regimental reporte as "entering the battle (Gettysbnrg) 
over 2,000 strong.ll From this it is proper to my that Lee's m y ,  upon 
it8 reorganization, was 65,000 strong, infantry and artillery. I t  is well 
known that nearly all the Confederate commands gained men during the 
northward movement by the return of convaleecenta, amnestied desertens, 
etc., but there are no definite data of the numbers so gained. 



But one Confederate divimon commander makea an officiel retnrn of 
his strength on Jnne 30. This is R o d q  who, in a 5eld return dated Car- 
lisle, Pa, givea hie strength as follows : 

Danlel's Brigade .................................................... 2,294 
Doles's Brigade.. ................................................... 1,U 
Ivemon's Brigade ........................................... 1,470 
Ramseur's Brigade ................................................. 1,080 
Bodes's (O'Neallls) Brigade ........................................ 1.W - 

Total .......................................................... &w . 
The commanding officer of the 26th North Carolina, in Hethls Division, 

sbtea in  hie report that that division "went into the battle about 8,000 
strong," but givea no detaila 

The above data ere given just as they o m  in the ofticiel reports It 
appeera that Rodea's was the largset division in the Confederate army after 
HiU1s was cnt in two by the mqpiza t ion ,  while Edward Johnson's a p  
peara to have been the small& Johnaon apesks in one place of having 
'L61200 men, of whom onethird are barefooted." ~ i n c h m k r ,  June 14.1 
This wonld indicate that hie division had gained about 600 since leaving 
Fredericksbnrg, or since May 31. On the other hand, Rodeis's reported 
strength of 8,042 a t  Cmlisle, June 30, is about 400 Leas than hie strength 
May 31. It is to be regretted, for the sake of historid sccnracy, that 
Rodea's example was not followed by the other Confederate division com- 
manders on Jnne 30 ; because, if i t  had been, all comparison and compu- 
tation wonld have been n n n m .  However, if we take Rodea's as the 
largeat and Edward Johnson's as the smdleat of the Confederate division4 
we observe that they average 7,000 each, and that average multiplied by 
nine gives a total strength of 63,000, beaidea the corps artillery. This is 
probably as near aa can ever be definitely ascertained. 

This force mar brigaded as follows : 
Brigades. 

Pickett's Division. ................................................ 4 
Hood's Division. .................................................. 4 
McLaws's Division ................................................ 4 
Early's Division.. ................................................. 4 
Johnson's Division.. .....,,.,,. ... ............................... 4 . 
Rodes's Division ................................................. 5 
Anderson's Dividon .............................................. 6 
Heth's Division. .................................................. 6 
Pender's Division. ................................................ 4 - ................................... Total infantry brigades 89 ......... Cavalry brigades (exoldve of Imboden'e command). 6 

If to this force of 63,000 infantry we add the 6,212 "effective cavalry" 
in Stnartls retnrn of May 25 and the Corps Artillery, the effective total will 
be about 71,000 of all arms "effective present " of Lee's army a t  G e m  
burg, after making all reaeonable deductions and accepting the Confederate 
fignrea thronghout. 

Maj. E. C. Dawea, late 53d Ohio, who has given much time and 
ability to the statistics of the war, has evolved the following estimatea of 



the Confederate strength a t  Gettyeburg, which he has conrteonsly sent to 
the author of this sketch : 

The Army of Northern Virginia by its return of May (n, lsBa, numbered 
present for duty, otacers and men- 

Qen. Lee and staff.. ................................................ 17 
Infantry ........................................................... .50,407 
Cavalry ............................................................ 1 0 m  
Artillery, 208 pie- ................................................ 4,m - 

74,478 
Alexander's and Garnett's Battalions of artillery are not included in this 

return. Alexander's Battalion had 28 guns, Barnett's 16. Estimating them a t  
the same number of men per gun as in the battalions reporting, gives B 5  t o  
add to the total, making the line-of-battle strength of the army, Slat of May, 
76,- with 247 pieoes of artillery. 

Early in June the army waa reinfowed by the infantry brigade of Gen. 
J. J. Pettigrew, from the Department of Richmond. with 8 , W  ofecers and men ; 
for duty, and the brigade of Gen. Joseph 8. Davis, from the Department of - 
North Carolina, with 2,577 for duty. The strength of these brigades is taken 
from the return of the Department of Richmond and of North Carolina for 
May 81,1888. Corse's Brigade, of Pickett's Division, and one of Pettlgrew's regi- 
ments, about 2,200 in all, were left a t  Hanover Junction. Three of Qen. Early's 
regiments, numbering, awording to an  article by that ofecer in Volume V of 
the Southern Historical Society Papers, 919for duty, weredetached a t  Winchek 
ter to guard prieoners and garrison that place. The 26th Virginia, of Johnson's 
Division, and the 8Ist Virginia, of Early's Division, which had been on detached 
service since April !20, rejoined their commands near Winchester with 700 men 
for duty, and a t  the Bame place the 2d Maryland Battalion was added to John- 
son's Division. Maj. Qoldsborough, in his history of the "Maryland Line," 
says it took 600 men into action at  Qettysburg. TheConfederate infantry that 
crossed the Potomac, assuming that the gain by recruits, conscripte, and re- 
turn of convalescent, furloughed and detaohed men was offset by the amall 
low a t  Winchester and by sickness and desertion, wae 64,000. 

The cavalry was reinforced a t  Wincheater by the Ist Maryland Battalion, 
800 strong, and by the brigade of Gen. A. Q. Jenkins, 1,B00 for duty. Gen. Im- 
boden, with a force which, in an article in The f3- for April, l 8 n ,  he states 
as "about 2,100 effective mounted men and a six-gun battery," joined the army 
a t  Chambersburg. The oommands of Mosby and Oilmore were also attached 
to the cavalry. 

Two batteries of six guns eaoh were added to the artillery-one, the Bd- 
timore Light Artillery, a t  Wincheater; one came with Imboden. 

The Confederate army in the Gettysburg campaign had for duty, in round 
numbers, a t  l e a s t  

Infantry ............................................................ 84,000 ............................................................. Cavalry 14,500 .............................................. Artillery, 259 pieces.. 6,900 - 
-And on the field of Gettysburg 80,000 men. &m 

It will be noticed that there is  a considerable discrepascy between 
Maj. Dawes's figures and mine. The gallant Major, in my judgment, over- 
estimates the Confederate cav- f o m  actually present. He adds Davis's 
Brigade, which I include in the original estimate. No doubt he is right 
in that and I wrong. He gives Pettigrew's strength, as per the return of 
the Department of Richmond, April 20, "3,885" of dl ranks, while 1 
give it as "over 2,000 strong," etc. However, we will leave the two ac- 
counte for other stndente of history to examine. 



The Army of the Potomac confronted them with the following strength, 
ae shown by the "Preeent for Duty Equipped " ~ e t n r n  of June 30 : 

Infantry. Artillery. 
OBPcera. Men. OtBcera. Men. 

First Corps .................. 687 8,716 81 598 ................ Second Corps 927 11,486 14 581 
Third Corps.. ................ 790 lO,%l 19 6M 
Fifth Corps.. ................ 237 11,167 8 M7 
Sbth Corps.. ................ Oes 1&6aO 88 1.008 
Eleventh Corps .............. 649 8,648 l6 838 
Twelfth Corpa.. ............. b2l 7,672 18 a94 
Remrve Artillery.. ......... ed 818 - - m 2,1m - - 

6,286 71,m 194 6 .M - - 
Total infantry.. ......... .. .. .'. ........................... 7 7 w  
Total artillery.. ............................................. 6,889 - 
Total infantry and artillery ................................ 83,9W 

Cavalry.. ............ ... ....... ... ............................... 10,800 - 
Grand total ................................................... 94.703 

But from the 94,700 reported ee "Preeent for Duty Equipped" must 
be deducted the 14,516 inhntry and the 1,039 artillery of the Sixth Corpa, 
who, with the exception of Cowan's 1st New York Battery, were not 
eriously engmged in the battle, es will be sn~cient ly evident from the 
following facts : 

The losses of the Sixth Corpa at Gettysburg were as follows : 
First Division.. ....................................................... 18 
Second Division.. ..................................................... 16 
Third Division.. ..................................................... 188 

................................................ let New York Battery.. 19 - 
Total ............................................................. W 

This loss wee out of a total "Effwtive Preaent " of 15,555, or leas than 
1) per cent. By way of comparison let us take the First Corpa, which had 
9,403 infantry and 619 artillery. Its loeees were 6,059, or s fraction over 
85 per cent, for the total number engaged. 

Of course the presence of the Sixth Corpe on the field late in the en- 
gagement had a moral effect, but when we come to coneider the actual 
iighting force of the army, it k evident that the atrength of the Sixth C o w  
must be deducted. 

Again, the Cavalry Corps at  Gettyeburg numbered 10,800 men, and 
they lost 852, of whom 418, or nearly half, were from Buford's Division, in 
the flrat day's fight, Greggls whole division losing only 56 ; while of Kil- 
patrick's Division, Cnster's Michigan Brigade snffered a loge of 257 out of 
355 in the entire division. I t  ie not my purpose to belittle the eervicea of 
the cavalry or the Sixth Corps ; but we find that the cavalry and the Sixth 
Corpe together had the following strength in that battle : 

Strength. Losses. 
Sixth Corps.. ........................................ 15,KKi 243 
Cavalry .............................................. 10,800 . 868 - - 

Totals .......................................... 28,366 1,091 





McLaws, Anderson and parta of Penderls and Heth's on the Confederate 
aide, without reference to thedesultory attack by Early's Division on Ceme- 
tery Hill a t  nightfall. The whole of the Third Corps was engaged (11,924 
strong). Reference to the "h.eaent for Duty Equipped" account of brig- 
ades on June 30 ahows that about 7,200 out of 12,507 in the Fifth Corps, 
and about 8,000 out of 12,914 in the Ekcmd, were cloeely and heavily en- 
gaged the aemnd day, together with certain batteries from the Artillery 
Reserve, which would not appreciably swell the total ; that ie to say, we 
had abont 27,000 men heavily engaged in the left center and left of our 
line the second day. 

Opposed to these the Confdemte f o m  was as followe, as nearly as can 
be awert$ned from the retnrne : 

.................................................. Hood's Diolelon 7.m 
McLaws's Division.. ............................................... 7,Sll 
Anderson's Division .............................................. 7,m 
Pender's Division (two brigades) ................................ Z.800 
Heth's Division (one brigade) .................................... 1,200 - 

28.471 

Thna it ap- that the heaviest pnrt of the second day's bat$ was 
fought between our left and left center and the Confederate right and right 
center, with about 27,000 men on our aide and 28,000 on theirs, or prsc- 
tically equal forcea Up to this time the Sixth Corps of our m y  aqd 
Pickett's Division of Lee's army had been absent hom the field, ao that in 
estimating the total infantry force of each army actually preaent we must 
subtract the 6,330 of Pickettle horn the 60,095 total, laving 53,765 ; and 
the 15,556 of the Sixth Corpa from our 77,208 total, leaving 61,652. There- 
fore, so fsr ae infantry was concerned, 53,785Confderate and 61,652 Union 
troops had been in conflict during the two daya Of these, again, up to 
snndown on the second day, neither the Twelfth Corpe of our army nor 
Johnson's Division of Lee's army had been mrionsly engaged, though they 
were in  p i t i o n  about Culp's Hill. Thus, if we again subtract Johnson's 
Division, 6,038, from the Confederate 53,765, and the Twelfth C o w ,  8,193, 
from our 62,632, we ahall eee that, with unimportant exceptions, only 
47,727 Confederate and 54,475 Union infantry had been cloeely engaged in 
the first and aecond days' battlea of Gettysbnrg taken together- or, say, 
48,000 and 54,000 in round numbera 

In this day's Qhting the losses-which cannot be more than approxi- 
mately separated or divided between the respective days-were abont 
10,000 out of 27,000 engaged on our side, and about 8,500 to 9,000 out of 
26,000 or 27,000 engaged on the Confederate side. 

The third day must be divided into three parta : 
Fiixt, the battle of the forenoon, between the Twelfth Corpe and Ed- 

ward Johnson's Division, with parts of Early's and Rodes's Divisions, on 
the slopes of Cnlp's Hill. 

Gecond, the grand m o n a d e  between 1 and 3:30 i n  the afternoon. 
Third, the aaeanlt by Pickett's Division on the line held by the Bewnd 

Gorpa and Doubleday's Division of our (First) corpe &r 4 p. m. 



THE T W E L ~ H  COBPB. Ill 

The force of the Twelfth Corpe was 8,589, including its artillery. It 
wae assailed by Johnson's Division, about 6,000 strong, reinforced by two 
brigades (O'Neill'a and Daniel's) from Rodea's Division, about 2,500stmng 
afler their losees of the h t  day, and Gordon's, from Early's Division, 2,000 

The TwelRh Corpe was to mme extent aided by Shaler'e Brigade, Third 
Division, fiixth Corpe, but as thia commend lost only 75 men in the whole 
battle they could not have been very closely engaged. However, if we 
add Shaler's 1,860 men to the 8,589 of the Twelfth Corpe, we shall have 
10,449 Union troop against about 10,500 Confederatea in the almoet sepa- 
rate battle of Cnlp's Hill during the forenoon of July 3. The 1- are 
stated as follows : 

Twelfth Corps.. ..................................................... 1,W 
Shaler's Brlgade (Sixth Corpe) ..................................... 75 - 

L?. - 
Johnson's Division, eta. ............................................ 1,873 
Gordon's Brigade.. ................................................. 890 

13.252 

There is no meene of determining the 1- of O'Neill's and Daniel's 
Brigades, of Rodes's Division, in this Qht ,  as their loeeeg appear in bulk, 
including both the flrst and third days, they not having bean engaged a t  
all the second day. 

The artillery duel of the third day of Gettysbnrg is chiefly remarkable 
as the only W y  great exhibition of strength in that arm of the service 
ever made by the Army of Northern Virginia On no other fleld during the 
entire war did Gen. Lea develop a f o m  of over 100 gnns in  line, or main- 
tain a grand cannonade for more than an hour. Bs a demonstration, or 
rather as a spectacle, i t  was superb ; but as a military operation it was not 
effective, as the aequel showed. 

I t  is not possible to consider this cannonade as having had any effect 
on the fortunea of the battle, becaw its deatructiveneas was not such as 
to impair the g w e r  of our infantry to m i s t  and repulse the p t  charge 
for which it was deaigned to pave the way, nor did it cripple our own artil- 
lery to an extent commensurate with the expenditure of ammunition on 
the part of the enemy, which then and there was irreplaceable. Hence I 
think it proper to say that the great cannonade of July 3 was an error on 
the part of the Confederate commander, because it was the means of ex- 
pending stom which he could not and never did replace, prhile its effectg 
were not only not decisive, but did not even serve to mitigate the c o n e  
quencea of the total collapse of the aamnlt when attempbed. 

In this grand artillery duel the Rebel8 had the advantage in  number 
of guns sctnally engaged a t  any one time, but we were superior in equip 
ment and in reaervea wherewith to replace our batteries aa they might be 
dppled or exhausted. They a h  had the advantage of position in that 
the lay of the ground on their side was such as to afford 'good cover for 



moet of their limbers, caieeone, drivers and teams in woods or behind creete 
in their rear, whereas ours were necessarily expoeed in open fields and sub- 
ject to the effect8 of overshots and ricochets for long distances in rear of our 
lines of guna Still, with all these advantages of position, which affected 
our supporting infantrg quite as much ae they did our artillery line, Gen. 
Lee's guns ceaeed firing, with little or nothing to show for their efforts ex- 
cept hot muzzles and empty caissons, whereas our gnne were still able to . 
play destructively on his infantry column of attack soon as it  showed ' 
ita formation within range. Hence, all things considered, i t  eeems safe to 
say that the result of the second epoch of the third day's battle of Gettys- 
b'nrg-the artillery duel- waa a Confederate hilure, quite equal in mag- 
nitude to the collapse of Edward Johnson's attack in the early morning 
on the Twelfth Corps at  Cnlpls Hill, and only pmphetic of the culminating 
reverse of Pickett1s charge, which formed the third epoch of that fateful 

Pickett's Division is stated by the Confederate returns of June 20 to 
have had 6,114 present for duty equipped. I t  is, doubtless, fair to say 
that it started on ita immortal "charge " with at  least 6,800 rank and file. 
What ita supports and flankers were it is not necessary to inquire, because 
they did nothing to help it while advancing and little to succor it while 
recoiling. So far as active attack was concerned, it is perfectly fair to say 
that Pickett's Division charged the Army of the Potomac Other Rebel 
commands made simultaneous threats m d  demonstrations, but this was 
the only column of any weight that struck our line. The question, " What 
did Lee hope to accomplish by Pickett's charge? will alwrtya be one of 
the most interesting in the study of great b t t l e a  My own impression 
has always been, and it  has grown upon me with increasing study and re- 
flection, that Gen. Lee could not have put Pickett in aa he did for any 
other purpose than to gain time. Lee was a great General - one of the 
greatest that the world has seen. From this point of view he must have 
seen before 3 o'clock p. m. July 3 that he had lo& the battle, and that all 
he could hope to do would be to secure the retreat of his army. He had 
been repulsed a t  every point of hopeful attack. His form had been de- 
pleted by loeaes the like of bhich he had never known before. His ammu- 
nition was nearly exhausted. He was far from hie base of supplies. But 
one line of retreat was open to him, and to make that available he must 
have leisure to withdraw from his positione of battle. ' To insure this he 

, must make an heroic effort somewhere so brilliant, no matter if abortive, 
ae to etrike temporrtrg terror to his antrtgoniet. This was certainly the 
immediate result of Pickettls charge. If Gen. Lee intended it for that 
pnrpoee alone i t  was the act of a great General. If he hoped that it might 
succeecl it waa the hope of a madman. Thus it seems clear that Pickettls 
charge waa Lee's last resort to "brave a loet battle out, l l end the deaperate 
expedient of a great General, beaten by circum~tancss, to make good his 
e m p e  from what might otherwiee have easily resulted in the total wreck 
of his defeated army. 





Losa 
Third Division, Third Brigade.. .................................... Sa 
Light Artillery Brigade. ............................. ..... ........ 18 - 

Total ............................................................ 248 
ELEVENTH CORPS. 

First Division, First Brigade ...................................... 627 
First Division, Seoond Brigade .................................... 778 
Second Division, First Brigade. .................................. 697 
Becond Division, Second Brigade.. ............................... 348 
,Third Division, First Brigade. ....................... ... . . . .  801 
'Third Division, Seoond Brigade. .................................. 869 
Light Artillery Brigade ........................................... 69 - 

Total ........................................................ .q 3,789 
TWELFTH CORPS. 

First Division, First Brigade ...................................... 80 
First Division, Second Brigade.. .................................. 174 
First Division, Third Brigade. .................................... 279 
Second Division, First Brigade.. .................................. li(g 

............................... :Seoond Division, Second Brigade.. 98 
Second Didion, Third Brigade .................................. a@ 
Light Artillery Brigade ........................................... 9 - 

Total .................................... .... ............... 1.M 
ARTILLERY RESERVE. 

First Regular Brigade. .............................................. 88 - 
First Volunteer Brigade ............................................ Pa 
Second Volunteer Brigade.. ........................................ 8 
Third Volunteer Brigade ........................................... 37 

........ . . .  Fourth Volunteer Brigade.. ................. ... ... 88 - 
Total ............................................................ 242 

From the above i t  appears that one brigade in the Union army escaped 
low as a whole-the First Brigade, Second Division, Sixth Corps. The 
following regiments escaped loss: The 12th and 15th Vermont, of Stan- 
nard's Brigade, Third Division, First Corps. (They were detached, guard- 
ing the ammunition train.) First New Jersey, 5th and 6th Maine, 49th 
and 102d Pennsylvania, 43d and 77th New York, 5th Wisoonein, and 243, 
3d, 5th m d  6th Vermont, all of the Sixth Corpa. (The 102d Pennsylvania 
waa left as corps.baggage guard a t  Westminster, Md.) 

The heaviest lass suffered by any brigade was that of the Fint  Brigade, 
First Division, First Corpa (the Iron Brigade), 1,153, m d  the heaviest 
loss of any regiment was that of the 24th Michigan, of that brigade, 363. 
The largest loss of any brigade by percentage of numbers engaged wss also 
that of the Iron Brigade, but of regiments it  was that of the 1st Minnesota, 
86 per cent, aa against 81 for the 24th Michigan. 

Other extraordinary redmental 1- were the 151st Pennsylvania, 
337'; the 149th Pennsylvania, 336, and the 157th New York, 307, in each 
case over 70 per cent. of thoee engaged. 

Exoeasive losses of light batteries were the following : 
LOMI. .................................... Gushing's (A) 4th Regulars.. 39 (48) ..................................... Stewart's (B) 4th Regulars.. 88 (40) ................................. Amold's (A) 1st Rhode Island.. 82 (88) ..................................... Bheldon's (B) let New Pork eB 





I 
BETH'S DIVISION. h. 

Pettigrew's Brigade.. ....................................... 1.1W 1 
Archer's Brigade ............................................ 677 
Davis's Brigade.. ............................................ 887 
Brmkenborou h's Brigade.. ................................ 148 
Cooks's ~r igafe. .  .......................................... 0 

PENDER'S DIVISION. 
z,m 

Penln's Brigade.. ........................................... 677 
Bcales's Brigade.. ............................................ 636 
Lane's Brigade.. ............................................. W 
Thomas's Brigade.. .......................................... 1Sa 
Artillery Brigge.. .......................................... 84 - 1,787 - .......................................................... Total 6.649 
Eeaerve Artillery, A. N. V ........................................ 80 

The heaviest lossea by brigadas were those of Armistead's, 1,191 (dm 
the largest by percentage), and of Pettigrew's, 1,105. The heaviest regi- 
mental loss was that of the 26th North Carolina, Pettigrew's Brigade, 
Hethls Division, 688, all killed or wounded, none being captured. Thia 
was the greatat loss suffered by any regiment of either army at  Gettys- 
burg in numbera, though the percentage waa 83, or less than that of the 
1st Minnesota,. One company of the 26th North Cmlina wae totally wiped 
out on the field of battle, not one man in it afterward reporting for duty ! 

The Union army had 52 infantry brigades, of which 48 were more or 
less engaged, whose average strength was 1,420 men and their average loss 
420. The Confederate army had 39 brigades, whose average strength was 
1,540 and their'average loss 518. 

It has already been shown that one whole brigade and 14 regiments of 
the Union army escaped loss. No brigade or regiment of the Confederate 
army escaped wholly. The smallest regimental loss was that of the 12th 
Miseissippi, of Poseyls Brigade, seven wounded. The heaviest loss of any 
Confederate battery was Carpenter% (Alleghany) Battery, 28. 

The official g m d  total of losses at Gettysburg is as follows : 
UXIOR. LOES. 

Killed ..................................................... 8,166 
Wounded ................................................. 14,629 
Captured and missing.. ................................. 6,866 - 

Total ............................................... 28,049- 
CONFEDERATE. 

Killed .................................................. . .8,592 
Wounded ................................................. 12,700 
Captured and missing.. ......... ..... . ... ............ 6,150 - 

Total.. .............................................. 20,443 (21,247) 

The figures in parenthesis refer to statements on other authority than 
that of the "revised returns." In  almost every case the returns of the 
Confederate brigade commandera differ slightly from thorn of their M e d i d  
Department. 

There has been much comment and controversy about what is usually 
termed "Meade's failure to make a vigorous counter attack after repnl- 
sing Pickett." But there was no such discumion among the hungry, 
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exhausted, battered and mangled men whoae strong arms and stout hearts 
had won the fight. Any person who says that they were not for the time 
being perfectly satisfied with the victory as it stood a t  sundown on July 
3 ia either ignorant of their state of mind or intent on miarepreaenting 
them for pnrposea of hie own. 

There was no dispoeition on the part of the enlisted men of the Army 
of the Potomac to force t h i n e  &r Pickett's repulse. This was not be- 
came of any lack of nerve, but simply became of that most imperative of 
all reasona for inaction -utter phyeical exhaustion. Critics, writing a t  
great distances from the scene of battle or a long time after it, are apt to 
forget that soldiers have lega that get tired, bscks that ache, stomachs that I 
get famished and heads that get sleepy, the same as other men, and that 
the capacity of an army is limited by the average phyeical endurance of 
the individual soldiers composing it. 

aftdr Pickett's Division recoiled not more than three hours of clear 
daylight remained. The troop immediately available for a counter attack 
were those of the Sixth Corps. They had not fought much in the battles 
of the second or third days, and they had had one night of rest -such ae 
it was -&r their terrific forced u r c h  of near1 y 40 miles to reach the 
field. They were as good troop6 as the world ever saw, but were ex- 
hausted, and besides, they formed the laet reserve of the asmy. 

AE for the other corps, onre (the Firat) had been utterly stove to 'pieces 
the first day, and could not a t  that time muster much more than 4,000 
muskeb, though what wae left was in good heart as far as "being will- 
ing" was concerned, but completely worn out physically. The Third and 
Fifth Corpe were in similar condition from the second day's battle. The 
Second and TwelRh had borne the brunt of the third day, the latter in 
defending Cnlp's Hill during the forenoon, and the former in repulsing 
Pickett in the afternoon ; so that there wae not much leR of them- a t  
leest they were not in condition for a vigorous offensive movement. The 
Elerenth Corps had been badly hammered on the first and second days. 

The strength of the army on July 4 and 5 &er the close of the battle 
was as follows, as nearly as can be ascertained : 

Bimt Corps.. ............ ... ...... .. ................... 4,XO muskets. 
Second Corps ........................................... 7,800 muskets. 
Third Corps ............................................. 6,700 musketa. 
Fifth Corps ............................................. 7,600 muskets. 
Sixth Corps.. ............................................ 14,000 musketa. 
Eleventh Corps ......................................... 5,400 muskets. 
Twelfth Corps ......................... .. .. ... ....... 7,600 musketa. 
Reserve Artillery ...................................... 2,000 men. - 

Total ............................................... 65.000 . 
That is to say, 55,000 effective, besides the cavalry. 
The Rebel army had, according to the most reliable statistics, not less 

thsn 48,000 muskets effective on July 4. 
Assuming that the cavalry commands o&t eech other, it will be seen 

that the effective of infantry and artillery of the two armies was much 



nearer equal after the battle than before, in  consequence partly of our 
greater loesea and partly became we had to leave men behind to take care 
of both our own wounded and the Rebel wounded left in our hands, while 
the enemy s u f f e d  no corresponding diminution of force on this amount. 

In short, dl the t m p s  of the different corpa were either butchered up 
like the First, Second, Third, Fifth, Eleventh and Twelfth, or exhausted 
by three days and two nighte of constant iighting, or completely tired out, 
by a f o r d  march like the Sixth. The stetisti- show that over 3,000 
had been killed ,and. nearly 20,000 wounded during the three daya The 
Sixth Corps had lost a t  leaat 2,000 men from total exhaustion in their 
tkightful forced march h m  Weetmimter. !Chere never was an army on 
earth in which the losea in  snch a battle from sickness, straggling or 
neaxwy details to take care of the wounded would not be equal to one- 
fourth of the gun-shot casualties ; so, in the absence of accurate statistics, 
it will be within the mark to my that Meade could not poaeibly have 
brought more than 45,000 actual muskete to bear in a grand charge on 
Lee's lines a t  any time between 6 o'clock p. m. July 3 and dark Jnly 4, 
and most of these would have been in the hands of tired, hungry, lame 
and footeore men who, however brave they may have been, had had all 
the dash and m i v e n e s s  taken out of them by 60 hours of solid battle 
or by 40 miles of forced march ! I t  stands to reason that a " grand assault " 
by mexi in that condition must have lacked the physical momentum neces- 
ssry for success in snch operations. As for our artillery, it had also been 
pretty badly smashed up, but as a whole it was in better shape than the 
infantry. It could not cut much figure in  an attack on.leels line on 
Seminary Ridge, bemuse, in order to fire over the heade of our infantry 
moving to the attack, we must have remained on the highest part of Ceme- 
tery Ridge, and this would have been out of range of all the 12-pound Na- 
poleons and very long range for the three-inch and P m t t  riflea. Beaides, 
we were all nearly out of ammunition, particularly the rifle batteries, as 
they had been chiefly conarned in the grand cannonade of the third day. 

Another thing to be considered is that the best t m p s  in the army had 
been the worst cut up, while thoee least hurt were the poorest, excepting, 
of course, the Sixth Cory, which had not been engaged to speak of. If 
we take the Iron Brigade as a sample of the "best troops, " i t  had certainly 
been the worst muled, because of its regiments the 2d Wisconsin could 
not muster more than 140 men, the 6th not more than 125 or 130, the 7th 
less than 200, the 19th Indiana hardly 100, while the 24th Michigan had 
pretty much ceased to exist. At all evente, the brigade could not have 
put 600 muskete in line during the evening of Jnly 3. 

80 i t  is perfectly safe to my, without reference to any of the contro- 
versies that have taken place since, and speaking from the etandpoint of 
an enlisted man, that Meade could not have counted on anything but the 
Sixth C o w  for an immediate counter attack or pursuit of Pickett's routed 
division. The Sixth Corps could probably b e  mustered 13,500 muskete 
that moment. They were as good t m p s  as there was in the world, but in 



the then condition of the Gecond, Third and Fifth Gorp troops, who were 
nearest them, they could hope for little support, and if they had been re- 
pnleed severely the Last reserve of the army wonld have been destroyed. 
It was certain that Lea had at leest 5ve divisions on Seminary Ridge 
within eeeembling distance of any point that the Sixth Corps could have 
attacked in following Picketti. He would have had Hood and McLewe on 
hie right, and Hill's three divisions between that point and the town ; 
while Rodes, Early and E d w d  Johnson wonld have prevented any move- 
ment of our troops on the north brow of Cemetery Hill to aesiat in  attack. 

On our part of the line in h n t  of the town we all expected that  
Pickett's attack would be followed by a general aessnlt on the positione 
at and about the (lemeterg by Ewell's entire corps, which was in the town 
and in the fields east of it, and we could not understand why they did not 
assault in conjunction with Pickettls attack. So strong was the conviction I 
thet they would aawult our position that our batteries on that front -our 8, 

Reynolds's and Stevens's-had got out several ronnda of d t e r  and laid 
them on the ground, convenient for our Nos. 2, as was nsnal in cam of 
expeded attack by infantry. So, under all the c i r r n 1 1 1 8 b q  i t  is proper 
to say that the men who are least b M e d  with Meade's failure to 
make a counter attack on the third day are thoee who had done the most 
fighting. And vice versa 

About 10 in the morning of the 4th of July a squad waa told off to go 
with a detail to draw rations of food and forage. This gave ns another o p  
portunity to witness the scenes in  the resr of the army, but, although they 
were still very horrible, they were nothing to compare with that dreadful 
night of the second day, when we went after the ammunition. We par- 
ticularly noticed on this trip large numbers of the Rebel wounded, who had 
been brought in during the morning ssd were still coming in fmm the 
ground over which Pickett's Division had charged, and which was literally 
covered with them, particnlrtrly after they began to ascend the elope of our 
ridge. The appearance of t h e e  men was even more wretched than that of 
our own wounded men, they being in almost every case ragged and dirty 
in the extreme, while many of them were ga4t and emaciated as if fro111 
want of proper food ; but, as a mle, they bore their m k r y  with aomewhat 
greater fortitude than many of our own men did. 

At Gen. Hunt's headquarters we found Col. Wainwright, who in- 
formed Stewart that it would be impossible to get any new material for the 
present, but that he would have the Batterytemporarily relieved by another 
from the reserve if necessasy. SO we went back to our position. Although 
it was the Fourth of July, the thought of the day ~ y l y  entered our 
mink  We al l  felt that we had burned powder enough in the last three 
days to make about 60 first-class Fourth, and were willing to let i t  go a t  
that. The remainder of the day was spent in cooking rations, grooming 
the h o r n  (who had been aadly neglected sinca we left Marsh Creek), 
cleaning the guns, rearranging the disordered equipment, and, in general, . 
getting ready to march, which we all expected to do the next day. 



Dnring the afternoon our in5utry took p o d o n  of Gettysburg town, 
which they found fall of the First and Eleventh Corpe wounded from the 
&st day's battle, together with many of the Rebels who were too badly 
hurt to be removed. Some of our Surgeons had remained with our wounded 
in the town during ita occupation by the enemy, of whoee treatment of 
them they said they had no complaint to make. The Rebels had not 
plundered the town aa much as we suppoeed they would, but they had 
atripped it  of everything eatable, so that the inhabitants had to draw rations 
a t  first from the commiesarg. The tompeople told ns thet there had not 
been many Rebel troope in the village a t  any time, excspt enough for a 
general guard and to take care of the wounded that were bronght in. 
There was no difference in  the treatment of the wounded by either side ; 
in fad, discrimination wonld have been almost impoeeible, as they were all 
huddled together in the same h o w ,  frequently in the same rooms, and 
sttended by the same Surgeons, our own and the Rebel Surgeons having 
worked together aa if belonging to the same army. Several of the Rebel 
Surgeons were still there after their army had leR 

The ecenes in  the fields west and north of the town where the h t  
day's battle had been fought were horrible beyond description. The 
Rebels had buried moat of their own dead while they occnpied the ground 
during the second and third days, and probably some of ours also. But a 
great many of our deed were left where they fell, and three days of hot 
July weather had made hideous sighta of their corpees. Without excep- 
tion, they were swollen to twice their natural size ; those who had not 
been stripped by the Rebels had burst their clothes open ; their skins were 
dl turned black or dark blue, or spotted with livid spote; their swollen 
tongues protruded from their mouths, and the stench from them was almost 
overpowering. We found one who must have been killed a t  the h t  
skirmish line of the Iron Brigade in the morning, as he was close to the 
bank of the creek, in the most advanced position occnpied by our infsntry. 
The Rebels had taken most of the clothing off his body, but left a letter 
by him which they had taken out of his pccket They had secured the 
letter by laying a s d l  atone on it, and it enabled ns to identify him 
surely. The letter was from some relative in Waukesha, Wis., and from 
ita date muat have been received in the last mail before the battle. It 
told, among other things, of the news that had been received at  the Wis- 
consin home of another relative killed in Grant's operations prior to the 
siege of Vicksburg. Tmly, we thought, this must be an afflicted fsmily. 
The name on the envelope was C. A. W a ~ ~ e n ,  Co. E, 7th Wis." We then 
pansed on and spent some time looking over the poaitibn first occupied by 
the Rebels, after which, having already overstayed our time, we started 
back for the Battery. From Willoughby's Creek to the town the Cashtown 
Road and the fields on both sides of it were full of the wreck of the fight, 
broken muakets, old knapsacks, haversacks and canteens, belte, broken frag- 
ments of gun-limbers and caiiaeons, dead men, dead horses, etc. In our 
own position at the Railroad Cut, near the Thompson H o w ,  and s c a t t e d  
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along the road, we fonnd the wreckage of our caissons and teams. We 
did not find the bodiea of our dead - Sprague, M d t t  and othera-be- 
cause, being near the town, they had been picked up earlier in the day. 

Among the "debria of the fight near the Cashtown Roed was one 
very welcome object. We had gone out as far as the mineral spring, on 
the west bank of the creek, following the route of the 7th Wimnsin, and as 
we were returning acrosa the field to the pike I found a new canteen lying 
on the gmmd, almost hid by the rails of the fence, which had been thrown 
down. Much to our joy the contente proved to be e h e  article of rye 
whisky-not commisesry, but real Old Mononphela. Talk about won- 
derful escapes a t  Gettysburg ! But the most wonderful of all was the 
eecape of that new canteen full of h e  old whisky, to lie there as it  had 
for four days on ground occupied by the Rebel army ! We a h  found a 
amall but very h e  meerschaum pipe, which was in the pocket of a blouse 
lying on the ground south of the pike, about 40 rods from our position, 
with a Lieutenant's b r a  on the collar and a bullet hole and blood stains 
in the l ea  shoulder. The bbuse evidently had been stripped off to enable 
them to get a t  the wound, and being thrown d d e  was not thought of 
again. Another abandoned coat had a diary in the pocket. This, how- 
ever, was a gray blouse, and according to the diary ita owner belonged to 
one of the North Carolina regiments in Hethls Division. There were no 
evidences of wounda on this blouse, but ite owner must have been hit, as 
he would hardly have abandoned his diary under other circumstances. 
The handwriting showed that he was well educated, and his diary, which 
.dated from Jan. 1, 1863, was interesting. 

The most pathetic aight of all was a poor horse, both of whoee forelegs 
had been shot off at the knee in the first day's battle. He had lein there 
nearly four days and was still alive, but of course almost famished. His 
dim eyes seemed to brighten as we approached him, and he made a spas- 
modic effort to rise, but sank back with a groan that was almost human. 
As he was pa& help, one of us mercifully ended his snfferings with a 
revolver. 

The 5th and 6th of July were occupied by the army in burying ita 
dead, taking atre of ita wounded, drawing rations and forage, renewing 
equipment as far as possible from the stores at  hand -in a word, repair- 
ing damaga generally. The only part of the army that left its position 
on the 5th of July to p m e  the enemy was the Rixth Corps, which had not 
been engaged in any of the three days, except 13artlett1s'and Shaler's Bri- 
gades, slightly. This corps started off about 10 olclock in the morning of 
the 5th, and was followed later in  the day by some of the Fifth Corps, and 
possibly a division of the Twelfth, and the First Corps followed on the 6th. 
They went as far as the South Gap, where they fonnd a Rebel rear guard i n  
force, and they did not attack. The Second, Third and Eleventh Corps 
remained in their old positions on the field till the fourth day after the 
battle, when they started on the march back to the Potomac. We all went 
fbt to Emmittsburg, where some of the infantry and all the cavalry took 
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the B m c h  R o d  to Mechanicstown, and thence over through Cavetown 
Clap to Hagerstown ; while the mt of the infantry kept on d o k  the main 
road to Frederick, and thence by the Middletown Road and Turner's G ~ D  
to the old ~ n t i e k m  battlefield, where Lee's m y  was again found & 
position. It wsa eaid by the men who had been in that battle that the 
Rebels occupied substantially their old poeition, though more extended on 
the leR flank. Our own line occupied substa4tially the road from Boons 
boro to Funkstown, the First Corps being in front of the last-named place. 
Here we all expected to fight the battle of Antietam over again. But no 
demonstration was made on either side for two days, and on the morning 
of the third day it was found that Lee's army had decamped during the 
night and was safe on the south mde of the Potomac. 

There wsa eome difference of opinion among the men about the man- 
ner in which Gen. Meade pursued Lee. Some of them maintained that 
the pursuit should have begun on the morning of the 5th of July by the 
whole army, and should have been vigorously pushed throngh the gaps 
and on the same roads that Lee took in his retreat, instead of moving 
parallel with him, as we did, with a big mountain between us. Others 
declared that the Army of the Potomac had suffered such enormom losees 
-at that time estimated as high as 28,000 or 30,000 men, and afterward 
oficielly given at  23,049-while many more had remained behind on de- 
tached duty with the wounded and the trains, etc., that it was not in 
condition to attack even an enemy equally enfeebled. During the march 
from Getty~burg to Antietam the Army of the Potomac had been rein- 
forced by a division or more a t  Frederick, and numerom recruits and con- 
valescents had returned to the old regiments. But it was reported in our 
camp that Lee had also been largely reinford,  some rumors being that 
Beauregad had come up from the South with a corps of 25,000, and others 
that several divisions had been sent East from Bragg's army in Tennessee. 

So, on the whole, we believed that the Rebel army was at  lleast equal 
to us in numbers, and as we had had our hands full to defend e strong 
position against them a few days before, most of the t m p e  thought it 
wonld be folly for us to attack them now in a still stronger one. How- 
ever, there was not.much enthusiasm about Meade. The men thought he 
was a careful commander, and that if he made any blunders they wonld 
be on the safe side. And they were particularly pleased with the prompt- 
ne:s with which he had the trains brought up to snpply them with full 
rations and new clothing, of which last they were sadly in  need, the con- 
tinuous marching, bivouacking and fighting from the 1st of May to the 
middle of July having made carpet-raga of almost every uniform in the 
m y .  I t  was very acceptable to us to get new clothes. There was nothing 
in which we took more pride than in being the bestdressed battery in the 
m y .  In  this, of course, we had a great advantage over the infantry and 
cavalry even, as we could always carry our baggage on the caissons, battery 
wagon, etc. But at  Gettysburg so many of our caissons were destroyed, 
together with our knapsacks that were strapped on them, that moat of ae 



had loet our I '  swell clotheaw So, aa we all took quite ae much pride in 
"styling up as Stewart did in  seeing ns well dnased, i t  waa very grati- 
fying to get this new supply of clothing. 

After Lee had croeeed the Pofomac we moved down to that river and 
went into camp on its north bank, above Shepherdstown. There was mnch 
impatience in the North a t  this ap&rent inaction, and the newspapera 
that now begen to find their way into camp were full of criticism end a b w  
of Meade because he did not follow Lee. This abaee by the "newspaper 
Generals fl did more to popularize Meade with the army than anything 
elm could have done. The soldiers, without exception, always bitterly 
and contemptuously reeented the " On to Richmond " shrieking of pen- 
drivers who, from the aafe distance of their editorial sanctums, incessantly 
and vehemently demanded the instant +ping out of Lee's army, capture 
of Richmond and execution of Jeff Davis, without the least reflection as to ,  
what theae performancee involved, and, i t  ie needle= to say, without the 
&$test deaire to join the procession and help do it. 

Of c o r n  we now know that when Lee turned and faced ns on the 
banks of the Antietam he had only about 40,000 muskets, as shown by his 
official reports to the Rebel War Department, now in poeeeasion of the 
Government ; while, with the reinforcements that had joined ns a t  Fred- 
erick and the recrnite and convdescenta constantly corning into the old 
regiments, the Army of the Potomac had, say, 60,000 mnsketa q n h n t i n g  
Lee the day before he recrowed the Potomac. And we a h  know that the 
reports we haci of large reinforcements under Beanregard, etc., above men- 
tioned, were canards. Indeed, Confederate officers have told me since the. 
war that they sent spiea in  the guise of deserters to give ench information 
to our commanders in order to deter them from an attack, as Lee did not 
want to fight mother battle north of the P o t o m  But Lee's official re- 
ports were not accessible to us then, and so we believed in the '' large 
reinforcementv stories. Moreover, we all knew then that the Army of 
the Potomac under Meade was much weaker than it had been the Fall 
previons under McClellan, and, believing that Lee's asmy waa larger now 
than then, we reasoned that if McClellan was unable to rout him from the 
strong lines of the Antietam we would not have mnch show of doing it. 
So, summing up from the standpoint of a man in the ranks, it is proper to- 
say that had Meade ordered an assault on either of the two days that we 
were confronting Lee's army there, the t roop of the Army of the Potomac 
would have obeyed sullenly, as they had so often done before, hopeless of 
succese and convinced that they were to be murdered once more to satisfy 
m m i n g  +tors in the North and blatant pliticiane a t  Washington. 
Meade did exactly right. Hie caution saved many a gallant life that a 
raaher commander would have wasted, and the 5nal result waa the same. 
Without doubt, if we had assaulted the Rebels along the Antietam on the 
12th or 13th of July, we would have snffered a bloody repulse, which, so 
m n  after the carnage of Oettysburg, we were in no nlood to endure. 

After Lee croesed the Potomac we left our position at  .Funkstown an& 



moved over to the river, near Williamsport. This march took us over 
part of the battleground of Antietam, our own particular route bringing 
us within a short distance of the position of the Battery on the Sharpsburg 
Pike, in fmnt of the Miller Honee, where I t  had been t dreadfully butch- 
ered up. As there wae a halt here duering the middle of the day, some of 
the men went to look over the ground they had fought on the Fall before. 
There were many objecta of melancholy intereat scattered over that field. 
Some of us went down the pike as far as the Dnnker Church, and walked 
part of the way through the "Sunken Rand. Rusting k r e l s  of broken 
muskets, half buried in the plowed ground, f rapenta of havelsacks, 
knapsacks, canteens, belte, cartridge-boxes, rotting piecee of clothing and 
dl that t r t  of thing were scattered plentifully around. Here and there 
could be eeen ghastly white arm, leg, rib and skull bones of men ex- 
humed from their shallow graves by piga or v u l ~  or washed out by 
*he rain. Near the upper end of the Sunken Road wee found a jawbone 
half buried in the dirt. Some of the teeth in it had been filled with gold, 
which had been loosened by the action of f& on the teeth, and one or 
two of these little "nuggete" were taken fiom their ghastly "mine" and 
carried away as souvenirs ! 

Speaking of going over old battlefields, our veterans had to have their 
fun, and sometimes it wae pretty grim. When we were moving up from 
Fredericksburg to go to Gettysburg we camped about June 21 or 22 neaz 
the line of Pope's retreat from Groveton. Some of the b o p  who had fought 
the? went over to look at  the ground. They found an old skull on the 
field, and when they got back, finding me asleep on the ground nnder a 
tree, they carefully arranged the skull close to my face. Then they got 
a rush or twig and tickled my ear. The thing startled me a little, but not 
so much as they expected, becaw, not to be outdone in crang froid, I raised 
up on on my elbow, surveyed the skull a moment, and remarked quietly, 
"Oh, I thought that we had got a new recrnit from the 19th I n d i m  ! " 
As the authors of this joke were 19th Indians men, it waa agreed that the 
laugh was on them. The old fellows were up to all eorb of ghaetly jokea 
on the recruite. 

After leaving the field of Antietam we marched over to the bank of 
the Potomac and camped there, just below Williamsport. The army was 
tired, hungry, footsore, ragged, poverty-stricken and savage. Between 
Gettysburg and the Potomac, while we were following up a Ectory, there 
had been 10 times more straggling, desertion and "coffee-boiling" than 
ever had been known. This wae because the people up North were spend- 
ingtheir time firing hundred-gun d u t e a  and holding thanksgiving prayer 
meetings over Gettysburg, while the t roop who had won it were sweltering 
nnder s July sun, in raga and on half rations, chasing the Rebels bsck into 
Virginia ! And, as if to add insult to injury, everg etay-abhome editor 
from Maine to Minnesota was howling in his newspaper becaw we had 
"let Lee get away !" 

Let Lee get away, forsooth ! We were all deviliah glad to see the last 



of his infernal infantry disappear behind the Shenandoah hi. And we 
were quite content to get into a decent camp, out of rifie range of the  
enemy, where we could get a chence to waah om clothes and take a mim- 
ming bath, and get three b y e  of comemtive reit for the first time since 
Chancelloraville ! 

To return to our m t i v e :  After about a week or 10 daya in camp on, 
the bank8 of the P o t o m  we c m x d  at  Berlin and moved alowly south- 
ward by way of Lovettaville, Whatland and Circleville to Middleburg, at 
the weat end of Aldie Gap, where we aunped for several daya No event 
of importance occurred here, except some additional new equipment was 
distributed to the batteriea of the Artillery Brigade, and a few r e m i t e  
were received in our Battery - not more than eight, I think, and several 
men who were hit in previous battlea, even some a t  GettyaJurg, returned; 
to duty from the hospital. This brought onr etrength up to about 75 or 80 
present; for duty, and having had onr damaged gun carriages repaired an6 
getting new caissons, together with a few horses, we resumed business ass. 
six-gun battery, having since Gettysburg been able to handle only four. 
However, our complement was still very short, though the excellent quality. 
of our veterans made thie dacn l ty  leas serious than it would be under 

. ordinary cimmstanm. 
In  thie camp three men, Bill Earle, McDermott and Ned Mackey, all 

Wisconsin volunteers, deserted. It waa mid that Bill joined Mosby's 
command. Mackey was never again h d  from, nor was McDennott. Bill 
had been a pretty fair soldier, but he was rattle-brained, and for sometime 
he and Stewart had not got along well together. Desertion from the Bat- 
terg had been rare, and there was much pride on the score of record, but 
apart from that nobody mourned these worthiea Stewart, who had come 
near ahooting one of them one day for misconduct in the face of the enemy, 
was apparently glad to get rid of them: I n  the few caeee of desertion we 
had he was always glad to let them get away, becaw he had a homr  of 
having any man in the Battery executed. 

It should be stated that there were two John McDermotta in  the Bat- 
tery. One wae from the Id Wisconsin and the other from the 24th Michi- 
gan. It was Wisconsin John who deserted. Michigan John was a brave 
and fsithful soldier and there was no better record than his. He was 
among the wounded a t  Gettysburg, and atterward returned to his regi- 
ment or probably was discharged on account of disability. The two men 
were not alike in anything but name. The incidents of this camp most 
vividly impreed  upon the memory of the writer were trivial, though per- 
hape amusing. One b y  the mail brought a letter from father inclosing a 
crisp $20 greenback. At t h i ~  time funds were ecarce w o n g  the enlisted 
men, over fonr months' pay being then due them, so this $20 wae a Godsend 
to onr little gun squad. The old feuows had long ago "tumbled to " m y  
pet vanity - which wae to be praised for my behavior in action. Thus, 
when they saw that crisp greenbaok pulled out of the envelope, with many 
a furtive wink end blink among themselves, they deftly turned the con- 



versation in that direction. After skirmishing around on general.msnuvenr 
and all that sort of thing for a while, GriiT insinuatingly remarked to 
.another veteran : 

By the way, Mac, did yo? notics the Cub there a t  the Railroad Cut 
when things was hottest? 

"Notice him ! I should say I did ! Everybody, even the Lieutenant, 
was looking at  him ! By the way, Griff, did you see Davison speaking to . 
me just before he was hit? ' 

" Yes, I did." 
"Well, hewas saying that he had never seen a veteran behave better." 
"But didn't he fight? the little cuss." 
"I should say he did, like a regular bull-pup." (iiBull-pnp" w ~ e  not 

the exact phrase used, but it  meana the same thing.) 
And so on, accompanied with pats on the back, and all that 601% of 

thing, the result of which waa an immediate pilgrimage to the sutler of 
the nearest German regiment-the German antlers were allowed to sell 
.beer - where the XX was eoon broken and rapidly disbursed for very bad 
beer a t  vexy high prices. The finale waa that about dark the gun quad 
reached camp with one member in a condition that snggeated avoidance of 
official observation. Pat answered "sick in  his quarters" when my name 
was called, and it was passed over. But the next morning Mitchell sent 
for me, and remarked, sententiously, "You were drunk la& night." 

Yeq sir." (Very meekly.) 
No punishment was inflicted, but terrible threats of "the fiRh wheel, " 

" p a d  eagle" and "barrel drill" were uttered in case the offense should 
be repeated. Moreover, the culprit waa etrictly enjoined not to let '!the 
.Old Man " hear of any such perfonnancea, as he had a, fashion of dkiplin- 
ing the younger boys in the Battery with a halter strap or a birch limb, 

. schoolmaster-fashion - a fact of which the writer was well aware ! 
There were several boys in the Battexy who were so young that 

their mothers a t  home still cherished them, and were more solicitous 
about them than they would have been about full-grown sons. When 
these mothers found out that their boys had been detached in Stewart's 
Battery they would write to him, begging that he would look after their 
behavior, prevent them from falling' into bad habite, such as drinking, 
gambling, etc., and authorizing him to deal with them as he would with 
his own children. The Old Man used to keep these letters handy, and 
when one of these boys offended he would draw his mother's letter on him 
with great effect. But the boys were pretty tough, on an average, and 
whenever Stewart a u g h t  them getting too much " commissary " or p- 
bling or easaing the Sergeants or other emall offenses of camp life, his 
methods of discipline would be truly paternal. Of course this sort of 
thing was wholly codned to the younger boys. With the grown men he 
observed the usual military methods. But it was worthy of note that the 
young boys who used to receive the' halter strap or the birch limb a t  hie 
;.hands never laid up resentment against him, and they were alwaye the 





objects of his special a r e  and atTedion. He always nsed to speak of these 
boys as ' my laddiea l 1  -in his Scotch phrase -to dietingnish them from 
the older men. 

Another escapade was a rough-and-tumble fight one day at  the forage 
train between the author and one of Reynolds's men, in which one of the 
combatants got pretty well mauled, and nnfortunately that one was not 
Reynoldsls man ! This battle grew out of a dispute as to which of the two 
batten- hsd held ite position the longer in the wreck of the first day of 
Gettysburg. Another " brilliant opemtion l l was the " capture l l of a large 
demijohn of whisky from the quarters of Capt. Jim Cooper, of Battery B, 
1st Pennsylvania. This was taken from under the gallant Captain's bunk, 
while he lay in it  one night, by cutting through the rear of the tent. Ad- 
vantage was taken of a heavy shower of rain, which made so much n o k  
beating upon the roof of the tent that Capt. Jim could not detect the oper- 
ations in his flank and rear. I t  is not n e m r y  to mention names, but 
several of the moat distinguished warriors of our Battery were convinced 
that Capt. Jim Cooper was not only a moat excellent officer and brave sol- 
dier, but also a thorough connoisseur in the matter of good whisky. In 
order to make it  more binding we succeeded, with Mitchellls assistance, in 
getting one canteen of this nectar into the hands of the Old Man, thereby 
making him particeps eriminie. And, to make the record entirely corn- 
plete, the story went that when Capt. Cooper happened to visit Stewart 
the next day and bewailed the loss of his ' L  supplies, l l Stewart sympatheti- 
d l y  solaced him With a drink of'his own whisky out of that same canteen, 
and neither of them was ever the wiser for it ! But there was always a 
mystery as to who stole Capt. Jim Cooper's big demijohn! 

Another incident occurred one night, just after dark, a short distance 
above our camp, where a two-horse sutler wagon loaded with "officers1 
stores1' tipped over. Quite a number of us went up there to help put the 
wagon on its wheels again, but candor compels me to say that its load was 
much lighter when we got it  righted than it was before. Among those 
who helped this poor sutler out of his difficulty were Henry Klinefelter, 
Tom Price, Johnny Cook, Anse Jillson, Billy Hinman, the author and 
others. I t  is quite possible that we "took our pay in advance," or words 
to that effect. I do not mean to say that any one of us was a boy who 
would take anything that did not belong to him-unless it  belonged to 
an infantry sutler, which was considered as being different. The next 
day the sutler-whose ancestors had found shelter from the deluge 
in Noahls Ark-came over to our camp to complain to Stewart about it. 
The Old Man asked him what he had lost, and whether he could clearly 
identify the men who had helped right his wagon. He said he thought 
so, whereupon Stewmt said that if he would come that evening a t  roll 
call he would walk down the battery line with him, and they would pick 
out the malefactors ! It was a most peculiar coincidence, and I never knew 
how it occurred, but between the Old Man and Mitchell not ct single one 
of those who had "agsisted" the Hebrew sutler happened to be present a t  
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roll call that night ! They were all "detailed" eomewhere ! ! Probably 
on extra lktigne. 

To get back to mrione. things, about this time, which was the early 
part of Angnst, a general memorandum of the strength, eerviw and losses 
of the Battery during the past year was prepared by Mitchell, aseieteci, by 
Billy Irving and your humble servant. During the period covered by thie 
memorandum itappeared that the effective strength of the Battery had 
varied from 130 in the retnrn for August, 1862, to 63 in the return for 
J d y ,  1863, which was the strength remaining just after Gettysbnrg. The 
monthly average had been about 103 enlieted men preeent for duty, and 
from 112 to 136 homes, according as we had 12 caieeons or eight. 

The loeaes had been as followa : 
Men. Home. 

.. Seoond Bull Run ................................ ... 5 (8) 8 
Antietam ............................................... 44 (40) 40 ................ F+erioksburg ..................... .. 10 (8) 11 
Chancelloraville.. .................................... 4 (4) .. 

............................................ Gettysburg 40 (38) 37 -- - 
Total.. ........................................... 10a (81) 81 

Of the 103 men, 14 were killed and 10 mortally wounded, namely : 
B d  Run two, Antietam 12, Frdericksbnrg thee, and Gettysbnrg eeven. 
Phil h i e r ,  one of the fonr wounded at  Chencellomville, a h  died a little 
later than thie. 

The Bgnree in parentheses refer to loeaes oBcially reported. It mast 
be understood that there were many slight wonnds temporarily inmpaci- 
tating men from duty, but not severe enough to require hospital treatment. 
Stewart and Mitchell did not include such cawa in  the casualty retnrna 
Besidea, kt Antietam, four infantrymen of the 7th Wisconsin were wound& 
while helping to carry ammunition, and two infantrymen were killed and 
two wounded at  Gettysbnrg in  the same way. These were not included in 
the Battery returns, but were nominally reported to their regiments 

It thus appears that the lossesof the Battery in  sction during the year 
were about equal to ite monthly average present for duty. Of c o r n  theae 
appalling lows' required 8n almost constant etream of recrnite to keep the 
Battery sapplied with anything like a working complement. It must be 
urulerahd tihat the &bove m u n t  of loeaes inclndea only men killed or 
more or leee dieabled, or compelled to go to hospital for treatment of their 
wounds. If all thdee hit elightly were included, the Battery would have 
been wiped out, for at 'the time thst memorandum was made out there wae 
hardly a man in  the Battery, veteran or recruit, who had not been hit or 
had the blood drawn or been bmieed, or had hie clothe8 torn by a bullet 

' or a piece of shell ! And yet, in all that fighting, the Battery had not loet 
a gnn, had not been tsken or mn over by the enemy, had lost no equip 
ment, except h o r n  killed or caissons blown up or crippled by the enemy% 
shells in battle, and not a men had ever been known to finch ! 

' 

It will be eeen that them @urea differ slightly from thom of the 
sketch ae originally printed in THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE. Tho88 fig- 

0 



were given from memory only. These sre the reault of carehl examina- 
tion of tlfe o5cial records. 

These ghastly faote were well known in the cow.  In view of them 
the soldiers of the Iron Brigade nicknamed the Battery "Bloody B!" 
About this time an effort was made to obtain some more detached volun- 
teers, in  order to 6ll up the complement to 100 men. Among the regi- 
ments called on was the 14th Brooklyn, as gallant a lotrof fellow as the 
army dorded, but no one volunteered. I t  was said that the word was 
peeeed among them : "Remember the Antietam Cornfield and the Rail- 
mad Cut of Gettpburg ! l1 No one apparantly wanted any of that medi- 
cine! However, by return to duty of convalescente, who had been 
wounded in previoua battles, the strength of the Battery was gradually 
brought up to a comfortable footing. 

Our old boys had a fashion of retnrning to duty after severe wounde, 
which beape~ks the stuff that was in them more eloquently than eulogy 
a u l d  do. The Battery had lost prior to Gettyaburg 62 men wounded, 
and yet quite a number of them were on hand at  Gettysburg ! And some 
of them were hit there egsin and went to hospital, and atill returned to 
duty a third time ! Eulogy would go to waete on snch soldiers as they 
were ! 

Be Stewart was the only officer now with the Battery, and needed a 
Second Lieutenant, he vehemently recommended the promotion of Ord. 
Serglt John Mitchell. This recommen&tion was approved by Gen. Wain- 
wright and Gen. Hunt. About a month afterward the news came that the 
Orderly Sergeant had been made Second Lieutenant, and would be sfsigned 
to our Battery. This promotion gave greet @atisfaction to the men. We 
had heard that a young Lieutenant from Weat Point was to be &igned to 
us, and did not like that. Not that we had anything againat West Pointers, 
but Mitchell was regarded by every man in the Battery as his pemnal 
friend, and they all felt that if ever a man had emrned a promotion i t  was 
he. In the capacity of Lieutenant he.was, of course, compelled to keep 
somewhat more aloof from the men than he had previously done, but he 
did not " put on any nnneceseary style. l l Among " ua veterans " he was 
"Jack Mitchell l 1  alwaya. In his subsequent career as an 05cerl either 
as second in command to Stewart or as commander of the Battery after 
Stewart lei% it in the Fall of 1864, Mitchell's i n t e r c o m  with the old men 
who had eerved with him in the ranks was a curioua blending of the com- 
mander and the comrade. To the new men who came in from time to 
time he was always the oficer. And while he never really unbent his dig- 
nity with the old veterans, still i t  muat be said that there were &M 
when his perception was very dull. Sometirnea the v e t e m  wonld get 
drunk or get to fighting with other soldiers. On them ooceeionathem 
would sometimes be exercise of no little ingenuity to subeerve the forma 
of good discipline, and at  the aame time avoid punishing a man who "had 
fought at Antietam or at  Gelityeburg. " Became i t  wae almoet a mle in' 
the Battery that snch v e t e m  should not s d e r  any humiliating pnaieh- 



ment. If he hed a faalt ae an officer i t  waa in the direction of partiality 
toward his veterau commdea in the  rank^ But, &r ell, this waa only 
a good streak of human nature. 

Mitchell was full of droll Irish humor. One day in the Winter camp 
near Culpeper -as the boys told the story- there waa a "pemnal diftl- 
culty l 1  between Tom C- and s volunteer artilleryman. Our Tom was 
a Wisconsin lumberman and a " honey-booler," aa the boys my. His an- 
tagonist i n  about two minuta Looked as if he had been put through a 10- 
horse thraehing machine head ti&. Well, they were separated and arrested, 
and the volunteer Captain came over to see Mitchell about it, bringing his 
dilapidated man along. He wanted both men severely punished, and mid 
he would punish his man a t  once if Mitchell would promise to inflict the 
anme punishment on our Tom. 

Mitchell looked the man over and replied, with a twinkle in  hie eye, 
"Well, Captain, don't you think your man hae got about all the punish- 
ment he needs? " 

During these weeks of eomparstive inaction the na-1 turbulence of 
our boys expreeeed iteelf in several raids on the sutlers of neighboring 
'infantry regiments and other offenses of camp life, which ca& inveati- 
gation, though nothing waa distinctly located upon ua But suspicion was 
strong, and one day, when Stewart had gone to Washington on a brief 
leave and Mitchell was in command, the Acting Chief of Artillery of the 
corps came over to my that unless something was done to keep our boys 
h m  disturbing the infantry camps, fighting, etc., their liberty wonld be 
suspended - in  other words, that the Battery wonld be "quarantined in 
camp,,) a s w e d  tomy. 
. In response to this Mitchell said that '(the boys we* always on hand 
when needed; that he did not pretend that they were Sunday+chool scholars. 
As for the Qhting which waa complained of, he would do all he could to 
keep them peaceable, but it waa necessary for the good of the service that 
they should keep their hand in ! ! ) l  He was sorry to hear that they had 
tipped over the sutler's cart, of the 41st New York, as alleged, but if the 
sutler knew them aa well aa he did, he would be d - d glad that he got 
off that easy ! In short, Mitchell said the bast way to comct the turbu- 
lence of the Battery in  camp as complained of wonld be to give them 
another chance at  the enemy. The promotion of Mitchell made Andrew 
D. McBride Orderly Sergeant. Andy was one of the "Oldest Regnla~~,~~ 
and had then just begun his third term of service in the Battery, h a ~ i n g  
been with it in the Utah expedition. He waa by no meam so agreeable 
in his ways as Mitchell, but waa a flne soldier, and a man of the most 
dauntless bravery. &me of the boys did not like him, and they nick- 
named him "Snapping-tnrtlew and "the Old Bnffalo BuIl,l1 and similar 
eobriqueta. But underneath his rude exterior beat a heart as warm and 
aa brave aa ever tenanted a man's bosom, and when the boys got used to 
him there was no trouble. To me he was always kind and pleaeant, ex- 
eptionally so, in fact, and my recollections of him are all agreeable. 



The praap of bop w h m  portraits appear on page lW represents five 
S t e k  h.eemsn, Price, Shemmell, Hinman, Klinefelter and Johneon 
were from Wismnein, Irving from Michigan, Knight from Indiana, Cook 
from Ohio and m p l f  from New York. They were aU under 20 years of 
age, and Cook was but 16. All were detached volunteers except Cook, 
who was a Regular. All of them had been in the battle of Antietam 
except Irving and mymlf, who had not then joined. All were a t  Gettys 
burg except J o h n ,  who had lost his right arm at  Fredericlreburg. All 
except Johnson were in the Wilderness and at  Spottsylvania, and all of 
thoee except Irving,,who fell a t  Spottsylvenie, were a t  Bethesda Chnrcb 
and in the assaults on Petemburg. The oasnalties in this group of 10 
boys were : Irving, killed; Shemmell, Johneon, Cook and Price wounded, 
more or leee mverely, and Knight, Klinefelter and Hinman slightly. Of 
thom wounded ell returned to duty and mrved out their terms of enlist- 
ment except John J o h n  ; and they are dl alive at  thi~ writing e x c e .  
Billy Irving. No doubt there were mrtny other groups of 10 boys in the 
army that could show a better record, but I am waiting to see it. It is 
s pleasum to add that all these boys have clone tolerably well in life 
aince the war, and, barring the scan, of thoee wo~~nded, are not much the 
worn for wear on amount of what they went through during those event  
fnl years of their y0nt.h. One of them, Henrg G. Klinefelter, was pro- 
moted to a Lientenantcy in the 51& Winmnnin after two yeare' service 
in the Battery. 



CHAPTER VT. - 
A SPECIMEN ~ F T - ~ L E B K ~ ~ ~ G  AT HEAD~UABTEBB-C!OWT&MABTIAL 

-Ma LINCOLN'B CLEMENCY-MANY CONVICTED BUT FEW EX& 
CUTED    HOOTING D~EBTEBB - PUBLIO SENTIB~ENT AMONG THE 
!hoops- REOBGANIZ~TION OF THE A B ~ -  TEE NEW Fmm 
C!OBPS -Om. WAEEEN - GEN. GBANT'S VIEWS - CROSSING THE 
RAPIDAN-HALT IN THE WILDERN~R 

WA.8 not immediately familiar with the 
movements of the cope or operations of 
the Artillery Brigade afler October, 1863, 
b e i i  detailed about that time for clerical 
duty at  headquartera in connection with 
courte-martial, many of which were going 
on at that time-a bit of "soft duty, " for 
which I wae indebted to the good gnma 
of Lieut. Mitchell; ao I will not attempt 
to describe in detail the work of the Bat- 
tery during the Mine Run campaign, in 
November, I-, except to ssy that ita 
services were limited to marching and 
countermarching, until it finally went 
into Winter qnartera near Cnlpeper Conrt- 
home about the 1st of December with the 
rest of the Firat Cope and the army 

The operatione of the &my of the Potomac immediately after Get* 
burg were not marw by any great eventa. There was a great deal of 
marching and manuvering, with owdona1 &bmbhee, mainly by the cav- 
alry, rarely ever involving mom than one brigade, and a good many recon- 
n o k c e a  in force, involving exchange of shots, but no &Xr of my  con- 
siderable importance happened until about the middle of October, when a . Large ' ' ' 5 or amdl battle occurred at Bristoe between the Eiecond and 
FiRh Cope and a division of cavalry on our side and a varionely-sthated 
force of the enemy. At headquartem thia affair need to be diecneeed by 
offimrs, and the prevailing sentiment wae that Glen. Meade hsd a good 
opportunity to atrilre a heavy and pmbnbly enccessfnl blow there, but lost 
i t  in consequence of the lack of concentration of hia forces, the different 
corpe of the army being at that moment even more widely diape.raed than 
they were on the eve of Gdpbnrg. I t  was Imown in our camp that Lee 
had reduced his army by sending Longetreet's Cope out West to reinforce 
Bragg, md  all the information we m l d  get was that hia remaining forces 
were at low ebb numerically. 



About thia time we boys at  headquarters made the acquaintance of 
one of our eeouts, who need to be abont headquarters frequently. He had 
a large and varied aseortment of names, of which the one beat known to 
us was Graham. He waa a cool, taciturn, grayeyed man, who always gave 
you the idea that he was not a good subject to "project with." He had 
several timea gone into the Confederate lines, and a t  the particular time in 
mind he had jnrrt returned from a trip to Richmond. He had made his 
way thither from Washington by way of Saffolk, through the Black Water 
country to Petemburg, and thence to Richmond, where he had remained 
aome time. He had then gone to +hrdonsville and thence m e s  the 
mountaim into the Shenandoah Velley. From there he had made his way 
back to our army near Wamnton. 

It is not w y  to comprehend the perila that would surround such a 
journey as this a t  that time. Detection and capture meant death without 
benefit of clergg. He had an asortment of Confederate paseee under 
different mmea, and we need to wonder how on earth he could have ob- 
tained them. &me of the boys d to tip the wink and whieper to one 
another that pwsibly Graham wae a " u n i v e d  scout," and that he di- 
vided his eerviw impartially between Meade end Lee. 

However, the information he used to bring in as to the poeitions of 
Lee's forcea and their approximate strength and condition were as accurate 
ae his meens of ohemation wonld permit. If, ae some of the boys abont 
headquarters enspected, he gave equally valuable information abont our 
m y  to Lee, it wae a t  leaet a off, As remarked, thie fellow was 
ordinarily taciturn, but once in a while he wonld thaw out a little, and 
then his stories of adventure were elmoat incredible, but he had a pecdhr 
feehion of relating them in a low tone of voice, and in such a nonchalant, 
matter-of-fact manner that it was impoaeible to d M t  him. One of his 
moat remarkable stories, however, was amply vouched for by attendant 
h t a  which formed prima-facie evidence. He wae a printer by trade, and 
on one of hie s c a b  had worked at  the case l' in a job printing office in 
Richmond, which had a contract to do confidentialprinting for the Con- 
federate War Depsrtment. In this manner he had poeseaeed himself of 
eecret c i r aha  m d  other confidential matter of more or lees importance, 
and, M y ,  and most important of all, a copy of a report printed in conti- 
dence for the use of members of the Confederate Congree. 

This report related to the condition of snppliea available for the use of - 
the Confederate army in the Spring of 1863, giving estimtttea of the meat, 
flour, cornmeal, ete., then in the Confederacg, together with an estimate, 
baaed on previous averages, ae to the extent to which it wes eafe to depend 
on the blockade runners for additional enppliea Among other things, this 
circular referred to baneled beef and pork chipped from New York, Boston 
and other Northern porte, on board Engliab vease4 ostensibly for Liver- 
pool, but actually taken to Bermuda and NBBB&U, end thence reshipped in 
blockade runners for Wilmington, Mobile, Savannah, and other points in the 
Omfederaq. There was one amusing claw in  this report complaining 



that some of the m a t ,  particulqrly the beef, waa dasleged, and suggesting 
that the bamls "bore mark of previous condemnation by the inepecting 
officers of the Federal navy.ll It was recommended that the Confederacy 
ought to have inspectors a t  the Northern porta (New York, Boston and 
Philadelphia) whence this meat w k  shipped, as it appeared that the In- 
s p e c t ~ ~ ~  they did have a t  Bermuda and Naaaau aeemed to be inefficient ! 
This suggestion that the Rebels ought b have inspectom stationed a t  the 
principal Northern porta to inepect provisions shipped thence by way of 
N m u  and Bermuda for their army etrnck me aa quite absnrd. And yet it 
wae a fact -and, to the Confederates themselves, a most important consid- 
eration ! There was one thing about this scout that attracted the attention 
and commanded t.he profound respect of dl of us boya Ehversl of us, my- 
eelf included, considered onreelvea ertirrte with a sixshooter. We used t o  
practice frequently, and moat of us m l d  put dl aix bullet6 into a pIrtfiug 
card at  12 pacsa Among the clerks a t  headquarters Charley Drake, of 
the let Jersey, and the writer, were considered about the best p i h I  , 
markeman. But we all "bid down our playthinge " when Graham came 

. dong. He had a very i b e  pir of squa&-led (that is to say, octagon) 
dragoon pisto4 pattern of 1857 (Colt's), which had been presented to him 
by Gen. Hooker on the occasion of a certain very dangerous and important 
scouting expedition. At least, eo he mid. They had ivory butts, silver 
mountings and elaborately carved bam34 and he was inordinately proud 
of them. He always wore them when awake, and when asleep he kept 
them neatled in his bosom, inside hia blanket. With these pistols Graham 
would perform wonders. He was always wanting one of us to hold a lit 
cigar in the teeth and let him knock the ash off from it a t  10 pacee. None 
of us would do that, but he would take a cigar that had been smoked 
enough to make one-half or threefonrths of an inch of ash on it, stick it 
in s crack in a poet and then knock the off every time. We have seen , 

him teke a b l o w  and button it around a bundle of straw or cornsteLks 
and then drive every button in, one after another, from the top down, a t  
12 paces. But his moat remarkable feat waa to tatkehia pistol in one hand 
and an empty quart bottle in the other. He would 'then throw his pistol 
up in the air and fling the bottle after it ; when he would catch the pistol 
aa it csme down, oock it and shatter the bottle before it struck the ground ! 
This he would do at  lea& three times out of four. So we all concluded 
that he would not be a good kort of person to intercept anywhere on the 
mad ! However, a tmoe to these triflea 

After the Brhtm affair the Artillery Brigade of the Firat C o w  mde* 
went some chngea Hall's 2d Maine was detached and went in the reserve 
or home to recmit, and Dowls 6th Maine, Rigby1s Maryland Battery and 
Mink's Battery (H), 1st New York Light Ilrtillery, came in. Dow's brttteqr 
waa soon aftemmd sent to the Second Corps, and the Marylanders went 
to the reserve, but Mink remained with us to the end of the war. Mink's 
Battery was an institution, and Charley Mink himaelf waa one of "the 
characters" of the army. They had been in the P e n i n d m  campaign ir 



1862, but had remained with the old Fonrth Corps, under Dix'e command, 
when the rest of McCleIh's army came back to Wmhhgbn, EO that they 
had not shared in the fighting of the L3econd Bull Run, Antietam, Freder- 
ickeburg, Chancellorsville or Gettysburg. But when the Fourth Corps was 
broken up in Angnat, 1663, they came to Camp Barry, and-were thence 
amigned to the' Artillery Brigade of the Firat Gorp+ Mink's Battery bed 
been raieed in Oswego and Lewie Counties, State of New York, and was 
compoeed of the beat c h  of young men of thst region. Their discipline 
was not exactly of the style prevalent among the R e g u h ,  but, as the 

, sequel ahowed, they would Q h t  whenever it atme their turn, and "@$t 
all over," too! From the time they joined the Artillery B r i M e  of the 
E'irst Corps in October, 1863, until the surrender at  Appomattox, there was 
no battery ,Volunteer or Regular-in the army that made a better 
record than Mink's, and no lot of boys were better neighbors or pl-ter 
comrades, a t  least so-far as we were concerned. Every wrvivor of Stew- 
art's Battery will agree tha$ there was no more cordial or pleaennt com- 
radeship than that which always existed between us and the gallant 
volunteers of Charley Mink's Battery (H), of the 1st New York, from 
the camp at  Warrenton in 1863 to the Grand Review a t  Washington 
in 1665. They made for themselves an enviable place in the military 
W r y  of the Union. 

Early in October the Eleventh and Twelfth Corps were eent out to 
reinforce Roeecrans's m y ,  and they all remained out Weat during the 
remainder of the war. At this time (October, 1863,) the Army of the 

' Potomac struck its "low-kater mark" of strength in actual pment  for 
duty. After the Eleventh and TwelRh Corps went away and the nine 
months' regiments in all the corps were mustered out, the army could not 
muster more than 50,000 mnsketa, if so many. The Firat Corps did not 
have quite 10,000, the S ~ n d  Corps not more than 11,000, the Third about 
7,000, the Fifth and Sixth probably 11,000 apiece, and there was about 
5,000 or 5,500 cavalry. Therefore the writers who criticdm Meade's Mine 
Run campaign as a ",f&m" do not take d d e n t  acconnt of all the facts 
The "defense of Washington" was then, as it always had been, the pri- 
niary consideration, and in the Fall of 1863 the Army of the Potomac had 
doubtless become so weak in numbers that it was not considered prudent 
to take the ri4ka which an energetic offensive campaign south of the hPih 
would have involved. These matters were &d by officers about Gea 
Patrick's headquarters, and the impression a t  the time wasthat ourauthori- 
ties a t  Waghington had adopted a waiting policy, psFtly in  belief that 
every day of delay weakened the Confederacy, and pertly becaw it had 
become necessary to take energetic stepe to recrnit up our own forces for a 
h l  effort. 

ARer the Bristoe' affair Lee retreated again, the army following him 
back to the country between the Rapidan and Rappa$annock. Here an 
affair occurred at  Rappahannock Station in which Rnssell's Division, of 
the Sixth Corps, showed that the old spirit was still strong in the breasts 



ef our men, and taught the enemy a leeson of cantion which their long 
immunity from eerions attack had put them verg much in need of. , 

Lee now retreated to the south side of the R a p i h ,  and about the 5rst 
week in November the Army of the Potomac took up a line b d  on Cnl- 
peper Courthouse, and picketed the north bank of the Rapidan with cavalry 
or infantry, or both, from the mouth of Ctxlar Run on our right to Ger- 
mania Ford on the left, a distance of over 20 milea The troop now gen- 
erally supposed that this would be Winter qatlrtere, as the season was 
unusually cold and wet, the reeds bad, and there was every indication of 
a eevere Winter for that lmtitude. They therefore went to work at  once to 
build hutq snd soon made themselves quite comfortable. The camp of the 
F M  Corpe wae dong the road to Rsccoon Ford, in  the neighborhood of 
Pony Mount&, where the signal etation wae. The ground +me a ridge 
forming the divide between two small W m s  emptying into the Rapidrm, 
:M that i t  was dry and afforded good &&age for the campa There wss 
plenty of timber in  the neighborhood both for log h u b  and fuel, the front 
and flank were easily guarded, the railroad from Alexandria was soon m 
pired and got in  running order to Brandy Station, and soon after to Cnl- 
peper, so that we had a competent line of supply, and everybody settled 
.dam to the pl-t anticipation of a good long m t .  

But thisdid not snit the h0me-gmm.I editors, who, with ~ o r a &  Gmley 
a t  their head, now redoubled their shrieks of "On to Richmond." The 
disgust of the troops a t  the front on m u n t  of .these tirades was w- 
able. The editor8 were all either too. old or too cowardly to .come to the 
h n t ,  and exploited their i'patriotism " by urging gallant eoldiers on to 
naeless slaughter, as if their exploite in the eame direction the pr&kns 
'Winter, when they goaded the President to order Burnside's miserable 
butchery of Fredericksburg, was not enough. 

However, the howling of these journalistic "strategiata l1  had its effect, 
as it had so oRen done before, and the result was that the army, j u t  es i t  
had begun to get a little rest and take some comfort, wse routed out, put 
in motion, and in the laert week of November, in the midst of cold rain 
and sleet, rroesed the Rmpidsn a t  Germania Ford. On thia occasion the 
Second, Third, Fifth and Sixth Corps, and the cavalry, with the First 
Corps in m r v e ,  advmnced towmrd Orange Courthouee on the pike and 
p h k  roads m t i l  they encountered Lee's army in a strong position, 
well intrenched, dong the weat bank of Mine Run. This stream heads 
.about two or three miles aouth of the plank road, and flows directly north, 
emptying into the Rapidan near Brooks's Ford, or, ee some of the inhabi- 
tants all it, "Jake's Ford." In ito course it  c r o w  both the plank road 
.and the pike, and for the greater part of the way iC  weat bank affords 
positions commanding all paesable roads from the north and ea& Here 
-they found Lee, with a force variously eatimated a t  from 35,000 to 40,000 
men, in strong earthworks and abundantly supplied with artillery. After 
arefhl  reconnaissance and some cannonading our Generals discovered 
wncl'kirely that to &l theae works with the 40,000 or 45,000 troop 



then dective in the Army of the Potomac would be simply to repeat the 
butchery of Frederickebnrg, m d  they at  once ret& their atepe to the 
c a m p  north of the Rapidm, where they were content to remain the rest 
of the Wintex. Tbin camp was the most comfortable Winter quartars they 
had ever enjoyed. Camp wae not moved or disturbed fmm the 1st of De- 
cember until May following, a period of five montha The men built log 
hate for themselves and stables for the horses Suppliea of every descrip 
tion were plenty and of good quality. During the Winter a good many 
men whose terms would expire during the following Summer re-enlisted 
under the veteran law, receiving bomntiea amounting to $1,000 in many * caees, together with 3-y farlough to visit their homea About 25,000, 
or perhape more, re-enlisted in this manner during the Winter. Be before 
remarked, I sctw but little of this Winter camp, being detached on cleri- 
d duty at  headquartem from Oct. 10, 1883, to April 12, 1864. 

During the Gettysburg campaign, particularly aRer the battle, there 
had been an enormom number of deeertiom, largely from the Pemcyl- 
vania, New York, New Jersey and New England regiments Along in - 
September and October of 1863 many deserters had been apprehended in 
the North and sent back to the army. It is h ted  in the histories that 
5,000 men deserted the Army of the Potomac between May and Angnst, 
1863. So in the Fall of 1863 Gen. Meade determined to see if something 
could not be done to put a stop to this evil. He therefore ordered that 
courts-martial should be convened in every division, and a more vigorous 
mode of dealing with deserters put in practice. It was currentl~under- 
stood that every man against whom a clear caae of willful desertion a u l d  
be proved should be eeutenced to death. 

Of course no snch order was h u e d  in thoee worde, but the wish of the 
Commander-in-Chief was well known to all officers forming comtemartial 
The death sentences began to roll in frightfully. The clerke actually 
sickened with the fearfbl iteration of copying the phrase, '&And the Court, 
more than two-thirds thereof concurring therein, do therefore sentence 
him, the said Private -, of Co. -, -th regiment, - volunteers, t@ 
be shot to death with musketry, a t  snch time chnd place as the command- 
ing General may direct." 

These findings, after being copied and filed; were sent on to Washing- 
ton for review by the President. In hardly any case were they returned 
approved, with orders for execution ; but they came back pardoned, o r  
commuted in various ways, h m  imprisonment at hard labor from six 
months to two yeam, down to, in  some casea, "forfeiture of three months' 
pay, " or "making good the time lost by desertion," e tc  This wes very 
dieheartening to Gen. Meade, who could not see how he wse to maintain 
discipline if the power to punish malefactom was taken h m  him or re- 
duced to a farce, 8s above desQibed. Besides, the good, honed men who 
stuck to their duty felt that it was unjust to them to let sknlkere and 
deserters off so essy, and they began to wonder whether, aRer all, it paid 
to be faithful to duty in that army. 



On one o d o n  we made up a lbt of 186 death sentences by courte- 
martial for such offenses ae deeertion, sleeping on picket poet, robbery, 
and even murder of comradea or of civilha, inrmbordination in the face 
of the enemy, etc, and the record showed that only three ont of the 1BB. 
were appmved by the W d e n t  and execnted. Of these three, two were 
for rape and the other one for murdering en officer. It ia doubtleee tme- 
that, in the laat two years of the war perticularly, conrta-martial dealt out 
death aentencea with a pretty lavish band, and so Mr. Lincoln's clemency 
wss in many casea well timed. Thie waa chieily tme of "sleeping on 
post" caeea, where often a soldier, already exhausted by long march or 
enfeebled by dieeaee, would succumb to the reaistleee requimmenta of 
natnre and fall asleep. There waa one case in which the evidence 
&owed that the secneed-a private of the 8th New Pork Cavalry, 
a gallant and faithful boy soldier-had been on continuom duty for 48 
hod on a raid, when he waa put on picket, and not relieved for seven 
how ; yet this boy was sentenced to be l'ahot to death with musketry," 
though the members of the court-martial themaelves recommended him to 
Executive clemency on the grounds above atated. Of c o r n  he waa per- 
doned and restored to duty at once. But in many of the deeertion, rob- 
bery and murder cmea the Pr&dm;'t'a clemency waa mistaken, 8nd did 

much harm to the cause of' 
dimipline by aaving lives. 
which were of no value, and 
by slling the militmy prie- 
on8 with a claee of despera- 
does who frequ&tly commit- 

for the p u p m  of 
bettie by going to 

justice and hardship on the 
good soldiers and honest men 
of a command. Every veteran 

erate deadbeate, skulkers or 
thieves among a company or 
batteryof 90or 100 men would 

destroy the reputation of the entire command, and muse no end of annoy- 
enm and humiliation to the honeat and faithful men, no matter how largely 
they might be in the majority. For this reaeon the more respectable pub- 
lic opinion of the army always favored strict discipline. If there were 50, 
men in a company, and one committed a grave crime, al l  the other 4 8  



thought he ought to be punished. They conld eee no reaeon why they 
themselves should atick to their duty if one d y  sneak or deeerter wae 
permitted to go nnecsthed. From this point of view Mr. Lincoln's habit- 
ual clemency certainly had a bad effect on the U p l i n e  of the army. 

During my time a t  Provost headquartem there was not one execution 
or even d&th sentence of a light artilleryman ; in fact, but t h m  men be- 
longing to that arm of the mroice were executed in the Army of the Po- 
tomac during the whole war. They were Private Chandler, of Bsttery K, 
4th Regulars, shot in front of Petereburg, Ekptember, 1864, for desertion ; 
and Privatea Clarke and Dermody, of Battery EI, le t  Pennsylvenis, hanged 
for murder near Washington in Merch, 1863. From Angnst, 1883, to May, 
1864, there were in the Army of the Potomac two executions in the 14th 
Connecticut, one in the 3d and two in the 5th Maine, one in the 3d and 
another in the 4th Maryland, one in the 15th Massechneette and one in the 
Andrew (Masswhneette) S m o o t e r a ,  one in the 4th Jereey, nine or 10 
in different New York regimente, mven in Pennsylvania regimente, two 
from Vermont and one from the 11th Regulmr Infantry. The moet re- 
markable of these execnt,ions occurred in the 118th Pennsylvania (the 
"Corn Exchange Regiment ") the last Friday in Bugnet, 1863, when they 
shot four desertere a t  once. This was the most comprehensive execution 
that ever took place in the Army of the P o t o m  It was conducted with 
extraordinary solemnity. The 118th belonged to the First Brigade of 
Griffin's Division, Fifth Corpe. How Mr. Lincoln was ever induced to a p  
prow the sentence% of these unfortunate men no one can ever know ; but 
he did, and the reault was a scene which no eoldier of the Fifth Army C o w  
can ever forget. Of them executions the writer witnessed quite enough to 
satisfg any res~onable mrioeity, though subeequently he saw three more, 
one near Winchester in  the Valley campaign of 1864 by drumhead court- 
martial, and the other two in front of Petereburg, shortly before the be- 
ginning of the Appomattox campaign. On one occasion the culprit, a 
man named Folsncey, of the 118th Pennsylvania, w a ~  not killed by the 
firing party, though hit by several bulleta He sat down on the ground 
and moaned pi t .&ly,  swaying his head h m  side to side, dazed by the 
horrors of his situation, but still realizingit ! The Deputy Provost Marshal 
approached him, revolver in hand, to perform his m e 1  duty, but seemed 
to falter. For a moment every one held his breath. You could have h& 
a pin drop anywhere on the field. The officer in charge of the ceremonies, 
a Pennsylvania Colonel and a good-hearted man who, it  is p r e m e d ,  would 
prefer not to have his honorable name identified with such a horror, spurred 
his horm up to the Deputy Provoet and sternly commanded, "Do your 
duty, sir ! l J  The Deputy, a young Lieutenant, let go of his revolver and it 
fell to the ground. The Colonel then dismounted, drew his own pistol and 
shot the man just above the right ear, instantly terminating h i sder inga  ! 

It was said that the Lieutenant reaigned and left the mrvice. But 
everybody who saw it  pitied the Colonel, who really never got over the ter- 
rible affiir ; though if he w a ~  a philosophical man he should havediemieeed 



it from hie mind aa a matter of dnty performed-extremely chgnxable, 
perhaps, but still abeolntely neoessarg nnder the circnmetgncea Six 
months of clerical dnty at  or in connection with the office of the Provost 
Marehrrl General mi&t of itaelf fnmiah interesting matter for a nairstive, 
bat conld hardly be included in a sketch like this. Snftlce to say, that it. 
was " derkiug " quite as much a s s  eimilar position in civil life would be, 
and bore little or no maemblance to d soldiering. During October, No- 
vember and part of December the work was, as previody described, con- 
hed to coart-martd cases, and wae done at  heedquartera, Brandy Station. 
Dnring the latter part of December I was detailed on special dnty aa clerk 
to an officer ordered to report to Washington, grid went thenca to Nodolk, 
where I remained until ordered back to the front 

Thne the Winter of 1863-64 paeeed plessantly, and my delightful 8ix 
months of "soft dnty " from October to April wae veritably the "calm I 
before the storm " which ensued from May to November of 1864 ! During 
the last week in March we heard of the reorganization of the h y  of the 
Potomac, in which the First Corps waa merged in the Fifth and the Third 
in the Second. This was soon followed hy a general order requiring all 
able-bodied men on detached service to report to their commands in the 
field. I had got tired of the Provoet service and of clerical dnty generally, 
and so was glad of a chance to take the field. My only r q p t  for leaving 
Norfolk waa that it would n e d l y  break up an wmcbtion that had be- 
come very p l e w t .  However, yielding gracefully to the fortune of war, 
and s b r  a farewell visit to the little girl m e a  the river in Portsmouth, 
I took a Government steamboltt for W d g t o n ,  and the next morning 
arrived at  Alexandria, reported promptly to the officer of the Provost 
gnard and asked for transportation to the front. 

At this time the tmp were being sent on partly by mil and partly by 
marching. Many re4nlieted veterans were returning a t  this time from 
their fnrlonnhe, and there were aleo large numbers of " big-bounty " re- 
cruits fmm t$e North. The former, as a rule, were allowed to make the 
beat of their way to the front in eqnade, aa it wse aewmed that they were 
honest soldiers and would not deeert; but the "bounty-jnmpers,v con- 
scrip@ subetitntea end "coffee-boilers" were sent forward under heavy 
guard, which never let go of them until they were receipted for by the. 
officers to whoee commands they were assigned. The officer, 5nding my 
deathtion to be the FiRh Cow, told me to "go and fall in with that 
detachment," indicating a party some distance awsy halted in the street 
Approaching near enough to these to obeerve that they were a gang of the 
"recruits" above d d b e d ,  nnder a strong nnerd. I returned to the officer 
and aaked him to spare methe hnmiliatioi>f bekg marched to the front 
between 5lea of Provost gum%, calling his attention to my deemiptive list 
and paesee, which were good anywhere within the linea of the ~ e & e n t  
of Virginia and North Carolina and t$e h y  of the Potomaa He exam- 
ined them, and then said: "Well, there is a detachment of returning 
vetenma going down by rail pretty soon, and you can go to the depot and 



join them. They do not travel under guard." ThB officer, who was a 
very pleasant gentleman, seemed smnsed at  my earnest disinclination to 

.join the procession of bounty-jumpera, and eaid that "he could undenkand 
why a soldier who had always done his duty and had no intention of 
deserting should dislike to be thrown into such company. But we have to 
handie theaa men in that way," he continued, "bea~uae many of them 
would desert at  the 6rat opportunity." 

' 

Making the beat of my way to the railroad, I found e train of cattle- 
.cars and common box-cars, pmvided with mgb bosrd seats or benches, 
and pretty full of "returning veterans," most of whom were "pretty full" 
themselves. But I happened to espy some familiar faces belonging to regi- 
ments in Wadaworth's Division, and so climbed into their car and felt more 
.at home. The next morning I m h e d  down to the Battery camp, reported 
for duty and was assigned to a team at M, but soon sfter to my old poet 
.of No. 3. Thepld fellows 'I hazed me a little to make up for my six 
monthe of "soft duty. " Thie " hazing " was as follow : On returning to 
the Batterg my attire wse a natty tailor-made W o r m  of 'L oficere' cloth " 

had been my custom to wear 
while on headqusrterla duty. 

.and calfskin boots, which it A1#?i/iilli 

Bs aoon as the old fellows 
"got ontott this outtit they 
immediately ‘'arrested me " 
and convened a "conrt-mar- 
tial" at  the forage pile, be- 
fore which they arraigned me 
with due solemnity. The 
charge was : " Conduct un- 
becoming an artillerymsn." 
The sped5cations were : 

1. Six months' absence on 
L'sofi duty." 

2. Sleeping in a feather 
bed a, long that he had for- d & : q b  &;- 
gotten the uses of an army - - - -  
blanket. 

The trial was rather mm- 
mry ,  and the accused yas "DOYESTIO DIBCIPLINE.~ 
found guilty on all the specifications. 

He was then sentenced 'Lto be 'tossed ' six times in the aforeaid 
blanket -one for each month of absence - in order to fa- him 
with an army blsnket once more." Of course there was no use resisting 
or appealing to the officere 61 pmWon,  as they never interfered with the 
diversions of the men. So I asked them to find a mft spot of ground, and 
submitted with good grace. They did not break any of my bones, but 
there were " feeling reminders of my " punishment " for several dsya 
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The Army of the Potomac at  this time was at  its beet. I t  was not MI 

strong numerically as it  had been under Bumside a t  F\redericksburg or 
under Hooker at  Chancellorsville, but nearly all the men were veterans, 
and ae a lighting machine it was incomparably superior to what it ever 
had been before. There w a ~  much speculation among the men as to what 
direction the army would take, though every one was mtiafled that it would 
be an.overland campaign. Some thought we would cmm the Rapidan at  
.and above Raccoon Ford and strike Lee right in the face a t  Orange Court- 
h o w ,  aeesulting hia works ae we aune to them. Grant's known propen- 
.city to "move immediately upon your works l 1  p v e  strength to this theory. 

- Othera surmised that we would move by way of Madison Courthow, 
strike the Rapiden a t  Liberty Mills, and then make a push for Oordona- 
ville to get in on Lee's left and mar. This the veterma said would be 
analogous to Grant's strategy in the preliminary operations about Vicks- 
burg. Still others-who, by the way, were in the minorits, though their 
theory proved true-argued that "Old Unconditional Surrender," ae we 
called him, would cross lower down, a t  Germania and Elleyls Ford, and 
push atmight for Richmond, which would give Lee the choice of a rough- 
and-tumble i n  the Wilderness or a race between the two armies, we moving 
by the way of Spotteylrania and Hanover Junction, while Lee wonld move 
by way of Louisa Conrthow and Goochland. It ie needhu to remark that 
Lee choee the "rough-and-tumble in  the Wilderness." Well, by the 1st 
.of May our spare stuff and Winterquarter plunder generally had been 
accounted for, turned in and receipted. Our horses had-all been shod 
up, hsrneee oiled and mended, wheeled gear overhauled, ammunition 
cherrte filled, and e v e m i n g  put i n  caslpign order. There had been 
change in the Uttery; it had received recruite during the Winter. 
Some of the old men belonging to the regiments of the Iron Brigade 
had returned to their commands, sa they had re-enlbtd. It seemed 
that eome of the new material was inferior to the old, but between 
the iron discipline that pervaded the m y  generally under Grant, and the 
moral influence of what remained of the old c b  of men, our new men 
were brought pretty q ~ l y  into line. 

The new Fifth Corps, to which we belonged aRsr the reorganization, 
wae made up of the old Fifth consolidated into two divisions, with the old 
Rrst similarly consolidated, which made four divisions in the new Fifth. 
The I ? '  Division, commanded by Gen. Griffin, wse made up of old Fifth 
Corpa troopa It was in three brigadee, commanded respectively by Gen. 
Sweitzer; Gen. Ayrea and Gen. Joseph J. Bartlett, of New York. The 
Eecond Divieion, old Fir& Corpe troops, commanded by Gen. John C. Rob- 
inson, was also in three brigadas, commanded respectively by Gen. Leon- 
ard, Gen Baxter and Gen. Denieon. Denieonls Brigade was composed 
exclusively of Maryland troop, and had not been with the old First long 
prior to the. consolidation They were not with us at  W p b u r g .  The 
Third Divieon was old Fifth Corpa troops, commanded by Gen. bwford ,  
and was in two brigadas. under Qena McCandlesa and Fisher, and 



mmisted entirely of thoee magnificent veterans, the Pennaylvda Re- 
aervea The Fourth Division, commanded by Oen. Wadeworth, wae the 
flower of the old First Corps, and contained the old regiments with 
which we were moat femiliar, p t i c d m l y  the Iron Brigede gnd Rice's, 
which had been Cutler's old brigade in the Gettpbnrg campaign. 
Oen. Bartlett's Brigade, of the Hmt Division, to which we were at- 
tached aftexward, wae also e splendid body of men, coneieting of aeven 
regiments of &-enlisted veterans from Maine, ~ ~ t t s ,  New York, 
Pennsylvania end Michigan. This brigade had been specially oxganized 
for Gen. Bartlett, and, without dieparaging othera, it wae an extreordina- 
rily h e  body of tmpe.  It wae not only one of the large& brigadea in the 
army, nnmerically, but had in ite ranke a much greater percentage of re- 
enlisted veterans than any other. Its commander was quite generally 
recognized ae one of the best oofcera in the whole army, who had riaen to 
&nerd rank from enlistment in the volnnteera. He wee young, h d -  
some, popular, in  ehort, the beau-ideal of a soldier. The detailed organi- 
zation of the new F '  Corps at this time (Mey 1) waa ae follows : 

Paovos~  GUARD. 
12th New York Battalion. Maj. Henry W. Rider. 

FIRST D I ~ B I O N .  
Brig.-Oen. Charles Qrl5n. 

First Brigade - Brig.&n. Romeyn B. Ayred. 
140th New York, Col. Qeorge Ryan. 
148th New York, Col. David T. Jenldna 
9lst Pennsylvania, Lieut.-Col. Joseph H. Binex. 

166th Pennifylvania, Lteut.401. Alfred L. Pearson. 
2d Regulars, Companiee B, C, F, H. I and K. Capt. James W. Long. 

11th Ftegulars, Companies B, C, D, E, F and 0 ,  b t  Battalion. Capt. 
Francis M. Cooley. 

12th Regulars, Companies A, B. C, D and G,  b t  Bathlion, Maj. 
Luther B. Bruen. 

12th Regulars. Companies A, C, D, F and H, 2d Battalion, MU. 
Luther B. Bruen. ' 

14th W l a r s ,  b t  Battalion, Capt. E. Mag. Hudson. 
17th Regulars, Companiee A, C, D, G and H, let Battalion, Capt. 

James E'. Grimes. 
17th Regulars, Companies A, B and C, Zd Battalion, Capt. James F. 

Grimes. 
k o n d  Brigade - Col. J e p b  B. Bweitmr. ' 

9th Maesachusetta, Col. Patrick R. Quiney. 
a26 Maeseohusetts, * Col. William 8. Tilton. 

Maesaohusetta, Col. George L. Preacott. 
4th Michigan, Lieut.-Col. Oeorge W. Lumbard. 

Bad Pennsylvania, Lieut.401. James C. Hull. 
Third Brigade- Brig.-Qen. Joseph J. Bartlett. 

20th Maine, Maj. Ellis Spear. 
18th Mawaohusetts, Col. J w p h  Hayes. 
bt Michigan, Lieut.-Col. William A. Throop. 

16th Michigan, Maj. Robert T. Elliott. 
44th New York, Lieut.-Col. Freeman Conner. 
886 Pennsylvania, Ool. 0.8. Woodward. 

118th Pennsylvania, Col. James Gwyn. - 
Second Company Maeeeohusetts Bharpehooters attached. 



SECOND DIVISIOR. 
Brig.&n. John C. Robinson. 

First Bfigade - Col. Samuel H. Leonard. 
16th Maine, Col. Charles W. Tilden. 
18th Massachusetts, Capt. Charles H. Hovey. 
89th Maesaohusetts, Col. Phineaa 8. Davis. 
104th New York, Col. Gilbert G. Prey. 

second Brigade - Brig.-Qen. Henry Baxter. 
12th Maeeachusetta, Col. James L. Bates. . 
B8d New York (9th Militia), Col. Joseph A. Moesoh. 
Wth New York, Col. Charlee Wheelook. 
11th Pennsylvania, Col. Richard Coulter. 
88th Pennsylvania, Capt. George B. Rhoads. 
BOth Pennsylvania, Col. Peter Lyle. 

Third Brigade - Col. Andrew W. Denison. 
1st Maryland, Maj. Benjamin H. Schley. 
4th thfaryland, Col. Richard N. Bowerman. 
7th Maryland, Col. Charles E. Phelps. 
8thMaryland, Lieut.-Col. John G. Johannes. 

T ~ I R D  DIVISION. 
Brig.-Gen. Samuel W. Crawford. 

First Brigade - Col. William McCandless. 
1st Pennsylvania Reaervee, Col. William C. Talley. 
2d Pennsylvania Reaarvea, Lieut.-001. Patrick McDonough. 
6th Pennsylvania Reserves, Col. Wellington H. Ent. 
7th Pennsylvania Reservee, Maj. Le Grand V. Speece. 

11th Pennsylvania Reserves, Col. Samuel M. Jackson. 
lath Pennsylvania Reserves (1st Rifles), Maj. W. R. Hartahom. 

Third Brigade-Col. Joseph W. Fisher. 
6th Pennsylvania Reserves, Lieut.-Col. George Dare. 
8th Pennsylvania Reserves, Col. Sflao M. Bailey. 

10th Pennsylvania Reserves, Lieut.-Col. Ira Ayer. Jr. 
12th Pennsylvania Reserves, Lieut.-Col. Richard Gustin. 

FOURTH DI~ISLON. 
Brig.-Gen. James 8. Wadsworth. 

First Brigade - Brig.-Qen. Lysander Cutler. 
7th Indiana, Col. Ira G. Grover. 

19th Indiana, Col. Samuel J. Williams. 
24th Michigan, Col. Henry A. Morrow. 
1st New Pork Battalion Sharpshooters. Capt. Volney J ,  Shipman. 
2d Wisconsin, Lieut.-Col. John Mansfleld. 
6th Wisconsin, Col. Edward 8. Bragg. 
7th Wisconsin, Col. William W. Robinson. 

Second Brigade - Brig.-Gen. James C. Rice. 
76th New York, Lieut.-Col. John E. Cook. 
84th New Pork (14th Militia), Col. Edward B. Fowler. 
B6th New York, Col. Edward Pye. 

147th New York, Col. Franois C. Miller. 
66th Pennsylvania, CoL J. William Hofmann. 

Third Brigade - Col. Roy StoncL 
Mat Pennsylvania, Capt. Samuel T. Lloyd. 
llZd Pennsylvania, Yaj. Horatio N. Warren. 
ld8d Pennsylvania, Col. Edmund L. Dana. 
149th Pennsylvania, Lieut.401. John Irvin. 
160th Pennsylvania, Capt. George W. Jones. 

10 
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Artillery Brigade - Col. Charles 8. Wainwright. 
*W Massaohueette Battery. Capt. Augustus P. Martin. 
*5th Maamohueetts Battery, Capt. Charles A, Phillips. 
*let New York Light, Battery D, Capt. George B. Winslow. 
t 1st New York Light, Batteries E md L, Lteut. George Breok. 
t 1st New York Light, Battery H, Capt. Charles E. Mink. 
4th New York Heavy, 26 Battalion, Maj. William Arthur. 

t lst Pennsylvania Light, Battery B, Capt. Jamea H. Cooper. 
t4th aegulars, Battery B, Capt. Jams Stewart. - 
-5th Regulars, Battery D, Lteut. B. F. Rittenhouee. 
The Artillery Brigade of the new Fifth Corpe consisted of eight ba& 

teriea, being those of the old Fir& and Fifth together, of which six were 
volunteer and two Regular. The Regular batteriea were o m  and Bitten- 
house's (D of the 5th Regulars). The Chief of Artillery of the corps waa 
Gen. Wainwright, who had held the same position in the old First Corpe. 
The volunteer bstteries were Martin's and Phillip's 3d and 5th Mama- 
chnsette, Winalowls, Breckls and Mink's New Yorkera and Cooper's old 
1st Pennsylvania. Of thase Mink's, Breck's and Cooper's had been with 
ns in the old First Corpe, Breckls being the battery that had formerly 
been known ae Reynoldels. The two Maine batteries that had been with , 

ns in the First Corps-Hall's 2d and Stevens's 5th-had not come into 
the new FiRh C o w  but had been transferred, Hall's to the Ninth Corps 
and Stevens's, which had been home during the Winter to " veteranize," 
had been put into the Reeerve Artillery. We were mrry to lose Stevens's 
Battery, b e m w  it had been shoulder to shoulder - or, aa artillerymen say, 
" hub to hub ')-with us  for nearly two years, and was one'of the very 
best volunteer batteriea in the army. It had no superior, and but few 
equals, Regular or volunteer. 

A close fellowship always prevailed between the batbrymen of an 
artillery brigade, similar to that between companies inthe ssme re-ent. 
They were nsnally camped together at or near corps hesdqnarters, and 
were commanded by a Chief of Artillery, who reported directly to and re- 
ceived orders direct from the Corps Commander. In  the old First Corps 
ours had been the only Reg* Battery in  the Artillery Brigade, but now 
Rittenhouse's (D of the 5th) was with us. This was a distinguished bat- 
tery. It was Gri51n1e old battery, and enjoyed the rare distinction of 
hating been in action at  the First Bull Run. It had done yeoman service 
i n  the Peninsular campaign under Capt. K i i b u r y ,  where it had been 
mentioned in nearly every battle report. It8 men always claimed that 
they had captured the flag of an Alabama regiment in one of the Seven 
Days1 battles in front of Richmond, but that it  had been stolen by the in- 
fantry regiment that was supporting them, and the infantry received d t  
for it in the official reporb. Their story was that they were charged by 
this Alabama regiment and broke it all to pieces with their canister about 
100 feet from their muzzles, the remnant8 fleeing in such confusion that 
they left their colors lying on the ground in front of Battery D. But some 

*Old Fifth Corps Batteries. 
Sold Flrst Corps Batteries. 



of the infantry, who were lying down in line with them, ran out and 
picked up this tlag and then claimed it as their own capture, though they 
had not pulled a trigger, and the Rebel charge had been repulsed by the 
battery alone. If Battery D had been properly credited with the capture 
of this stand of colors it  would have been e unique distinction, as there 
was no similar case recorded on either side during the whole war. 

There is also official evidence that Battery D was entitled to the honor 
of having captured these colors. Gen. F'itzlTohn Porter, in a special memo- 
raudnm dated Headquarters Fifth Army Corps, July 8, 1862, and ad- 
dressed to the Commander-in-Chief, says : 

I desire to state that auother flag was taken by a regiment of Couch's Dl- 
vieion at the battle of Malvern Hill from a Rebel regiment which had been 
already cut to p i m  by tbe destructive flre of Kingsbury's Battery. This flag 
is properly a trophy of this battery, although it fs held and clalmed by the 
above-named regiment of Couch's Divieion. 

Rittenhonse's Battery was a very fine organhtion. I t  was manned, 
the same as ours, largely' by detached volunteers, but mainly New Eng- 
landers, New Yorkers and Pennsylvanians, while o m  were moetly Western 
men from Wisconsin, Indiana and Michigan, with only a few New Yorkera 
Ita esprit du corps ran very high, and a sharp rivalry naturally sprung up 
between them and na It was, however, a generous and good-natured ri- 
valry, never resulting in  any pereonal ~ c n l t i e a ,  thongh some debata 
about the prowess of our mpective betteries were pretty animated. At 
this time (May, 1864,) Battery D had doubtless been in a greater number 
of actions than Stewart's had ; but iC, had never faced such "music by the 
full band" as old B faced at the Antietam Cornfield, or even at the Gettys- 
burg R a i l d  Cut, excepting, of course, the First Bull Run, where it  waa 
nearly destroyed as to ita pemnnel, and lost all ita guna It was in a 
pretty hot place on Little Round Top at  Gettysburg also, as noted in a 
previous chapter. Its principal laurels up to this time had heen won in 
the Peninsular campaign, where it  belonged to Fib-John Porter's Corpe, 
end was held by that corps in much the same estimation as Stewart's Bat- 
tery was held by the old First Corps. But with all the record of Griftin's 
Battery, there was nothing in iia hist.org to compare with the terrific and 
almost incredible fight that old B made in h n t  of the Cornfield at Antie- 
tam, which statement is equally true of every other battery in the army. 

Battery D was armed with the 10-pounder P m t t ,  which was always 
considered inferior to the three-inch rifle. The P m t t  rifles were made on 
a bad plan, being of cast iron, with a wrought-iron band shrunk on over 
the breech. They frequently broke off just forward of this reinforce, and 
sometimes blew up with fatal results to their Cannoneers. But e 12-pounder 
Napoleon or a three-inch mughei ron  rifle was never known to blow up. 
I f  anything could justify desertion by a Cannoneer i t  would be an assign- 
ment to a Parrott battew ! However, Griftin's boys managed toget a great 
deal of glory out of those abominable old P m t t  guna they had from Bull 
Run to Appomattox, under Gri89n himself, or Kingabury, or Hazlett, or 
Bittenhouse, or Rawlea, one time or another. 



On the Regular Army list John Gibbon was still Captain of Battery B, 
while Charles GrilBn held the same relation to Battery D; but both batteries 
were actually commanded by their Lieutenante, while the two Captains 
were both Major-Generals of volunteers-Griftin commanding a division 
in our own corps and Gibbon a division in the Second Corpe, and both after- 
ward commanding army corpa Under theae circnmet9nes i t  is easy to see 
that there must have been a sharp rivalry between two such batterieq each 
having a brilliant record of ita own. But very few names of the men in Grif- 
h ' s  old k t t e r y  linger in my memory. The officenr I recollect are Kings- 
bury, Hmzlett, Rittenhonae, Van Reed, Catlin and Rawles. Of the men I 
can r e d 1  only Ord. Serg't Tom Broderick, one of the handsomest soldiere 
in the army ; Serg't Grady and e few of the Cannoneers-hcker, Hyatt 
and two or t h m  more. But my recollection of detaila of all kinds as a 
veteran is mnch lem vivid than when a new recruit. Rittenhonee and 
Stewart were warm frienda, having e common bond of, sympathy in that 
neither of them was a West Pointer, the Old Man having been promoted 
from the ranks, as before relatea, and Rittenhonee having been appointed 
from civil life upon the organization of the 6th Artillery in 1861. 

We could always see that there wss something lacking in the behavior 
of West Pointers toward rankers, or officers appointed from civil life. 
They would be courteous enough and all that, but it was plain that they 
considered themselves superior beings, and their manner toward those who 
had not been "anointed " at  the Military Academy was supercilious and 
patrouizing-sometimes in a painful degree. 

Battery D had a mnch larger complement than we had. On May 1, 
1864, they could not have had less than 150 or 156 men present for duty 
with four commissioned officers, while we had only about 110 to 112 men 
with two officers-and one of those was Lieut. Goodman, a volunteer offi- 
cer from one of the Jersey batteries, temporarily assigned for duty with 
us in consequence of the absence of Lieut. Mitchell, who was on sick leave. 
The boys of Bitttery D used to poke fun a t  us for being so shortrhanded, 
and plumed themselves on the fact that their battery could always keep 
its ranks full and that they had their pick of the entire Fifth Corps for de- 
W e d  volunteers, while we had diRirmlty in getting recruits of any kind 
enough to make good our battle casualties. To this we d to retort that 
it was no wonder that detached service in Battery D was popular with the 
infantrymen of the Fifth Corps, because its battle records showed that 
that battery was e very aafe place to be in ! Whereas the record of oxr 
Battery showed that most of ita fighting was done on the skirmieh line, and 
that i t  was always where it  "got the butt-end of the shillalah " in every 
battle ! On this point we need to compare notes, from which it appeared 
that, with all its fighting and all the official mentions i t  got for distin- 
guished services, Battery D had lost in the whole Peninsular campaign 
only 16 men ; Second Bull Run, two; Antietam, none ; Fredericksburg, 
none ; Chancelloraville, none, and Gettysburg, 20, a total of 38 from the 
Spring of 1862 to the Spring of 1864, as against our 1- of 44 in the single 



battle of Antietam ! Notwithstanding the ghastly natnre of the subject, 
there was something comical in the spectacle of the young soldiers of these 
two rival betteries, the most diatingukhed in the army, d i s c d n g  their 
fighting and "staying " qualities, and earn&ly '' making profert, l 1  ae 
lawyers would say, of their " butchem' billell ae argnmenta of suprem- 
ecy. Another boast of the boys of Battery D wae the number of Gene* 
and subordinate officers who had been promoted from it. This list in- 
cluded, a t  thet time, Gen. Charles Oriftin, Gen. Alexander S. Webb and 
Gen. Adelbert Ames ; Maj. Alexander Piper, Msj. end Lient.Co1. 
Simonde, t d e r r e d  to the Commiseary Department; Col. Horatio Reed, 
promoted to command a volunteer cavalry regiment. From the ranks were 
promoted Ord. Serglt John Malone, who became Captain and Acting Ord- 
nance Officer of Buford's Cavalry Division ; Serg't Connelly, Serglt Sem 
Peeplea, Serglt John Muqhy and Serglt Fred Robinson (who will be fnr- 
ther mentioned in this volume). This meter of three Generals and two 
Colonels promoted from the officers, and 5ve Lieutenante from the rank6 of 
one battery, is something to be prond of, considering the kind of Generals 
that G r i e  and Webb were end the sort of officers that the rankers be- 
came. Our Battery could show up but one General, Gibbon; while 
Stew&, Santmyer and Mitchell had been promoted from the ranks in  the 
Regnlara But we had Im Slawson and William Hogarty, of the 23d New 
York ; Job Driggs, Cherley Jenka and Henry Klinefelter, promoted from 
among the Wisconsin detached volunteers; while of the Old Regulars Serg't 

. Fred Chapin, discharged in June, 1863, received a volunteer commiesion 
in the early pert of 1864 ; Capt. Joseph B. Campbell received an important 
staff eppointment after being disabled at  Antietam, and Lieutenant Mar- 
cm P. Miller was detached to command Battery G, of the 4th R e g u h ,  
and was promoted to a fXl Captaincy in the regiment in 1864. 

As for the volunteer batteries in the h-tillery Brigade of the new Fifth 
Corps, namely, Martin's 3d Massachusette, Phillip's 6th Masssohusette 
snd Winslow's (D) 1st New York, from the old Fifth ; and Mink's (H) 
1st New York, Breckls-formerly Reynoldsls-(L) 1st New York, and 
Cooper's (B) 1st Pennsylvania, from the old Firat, they were all first-claea 
and quite worthy to be in such distinguished company. Them volunteer 
batteries had all been recruited up during the Winter, and ell but one of 
them- Mertinls 3d Massachnsette-had 'veteranized. l Mink's had a 
smaller complement present for duty than any of the others, ite force 
not being much over 100, or about the same as oura The others had from 
125 to 140 each. TheM was so little difference in the quality of those vol- 
unteer batteries that special mention would be unfair ; but for good com- 
radeship in camp or bivouac, atrtying quality on ,the 5eld of battle, and 
other attributes of true soldiers, i t  is necessary to say that Charley Mink 
and his "comrades" nsed to "keep their end up quite even" all the 
time, and occasionally a little aheed. Their discipline was pretty Isx, 

according to Regular standards, and in camp they were more 
e a family than like a battery. Their enlisted men were frequently 



heard to addreee Capt. Mink as " Cherley, l 1  which familiaritg he seemed 
to like instead of reeenting it, and every day he could be heard arguing, 
expostulating and reasoning with his men in csaea where dm& any other 
Captain would have peremptorily ordered instant obedience or perhap 
inflicted punishment. But, notwithetanding these easy-going methods in 
a m p ,  Mink's boys would all obey him in the field and stand by him in 
battle quite qnal  to those of any other battery in the army. 

The armament of the eight bstteriea was as follows: Stewart's (B) 4th 
Regulars, Mink's (H) asld Winslowls (D) 1st New York and Martin's 3d 
Meseachusetts, each six lZpounder Napoleons ; Breckle (L) 1st New York, 
Cooper's (B) 1st Pennsylvania and Phillips's 6th Maesachueetts, each six 
thllee-inch Rodman rifles ; Rittenhousels (D) 6th Regulars, six 1Gpounder 
P m t t  rifiea Prior to this time it had been the policy to have a greater 
number of riile batteries than of Napoleons or 12-pounder smooth-boxes in 
an artillery brigade. But in the new Fifth Corpe Brigade, which was con- 
sidered an ideal organization, the proportions were exactly equal. This 
arrangement was due to the foreaight of Gen. Hunt, Chief of Artillery, who, 
knowing that the campaign was to be overland and that much of the oper- 
ations would necessarily be conducted in a country unfavorable for long- 
range artillery work, had reduced the proportion of rifled guna and in- 
creased that of the lspounder smooth-borea The total strength of the 
Rfbh Corps Brigade on May 1,1864, waa eight batteriq 48 guns and 1,196 
men present for duty equipped, beaidea 4 companies of the 4th New York 
Heav .  Like al l  the reat of the army, Battery B had undergone considerable 
change8 of personnel during the preceding Winter. Many of the detached 
volmteers from the 2d, 6th and 7th Wisconein and nearly all those from 
the 19th Indiana had returned to their regiment8 ; in fact, as well as I can 
remember, there were but two of the Indiana volunteers remaining with 
the Battery on May 1, 1864, Corp'l John W. Knight and Blacksmith 
Pete Oasper. The men from the 24th Michigan nearly all remained, to- 
gether with the New Yorkers who joined in 1863 from Febrnary to Novem- 
ber. Of the Viaconein men, about 30 were atill present, The rest of the 
complement were men who had been assigned to the Battery in January, 
1864, and they were mostly Regulars, or, as they were called, the "New 
Regulars," to distinguish them from the "Old Regularsu who had been 
with the Battery before the war. In  order that these different classes of 
men may be distinguished, a roll ia herewith given, with certain initials 
marked opposite each man's name. ''0. R l 1  means Old Regular ; "X. R., l '  

New Regular ; '' W. V., l l Wisoonsin Volunteer ; ' ' I. V. , l 1  Indiana Volun- 
teer ; "M. V.,ll Michigan Volunteer; "N. Y. V.," New York Volunteer, 
and " P. V., l )  Pennsylvania Volunteer : 
Captain-James Stewart, 0. R. Eergeanta-Edgar B. Armstrong, W. V. 
LieutenantJohn Mitchell, 0. R. (ab- James Maher, 0. R. 

sent, sick). Edgar !4. Thorpe, W. V, 
LieutenantThomas Goodman (tempo- Robert Moore, 0. R. 

rarr), Jersey volunteer. Henry Moore, 0.8. 
Orderly Sergeant-And'w McBride, 0. R. Jno. B. Sanhorn,W.V. (act), 
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Corporal--Elbridge G. Packerd,W.V. CorporslbJohn McLaughlin, W. V. 
Charles Harris, W. V. John Dolphin, W. V. 
Johp Knight, I. V. Alphonse Collins, W. V, 
Patrick W. F o l b ~ ,  N. R. Bugler-Johnny Cook, 0. R. 
James W. Y[oorq W. V. -=re.-Ferd Dettloff, W. V. 

. Richard Tea, 0. R. John A. Goeb, 0. R. 
Frank Blair, W. V. John Doran. N. R. 
James Lewis, W. V. Andrew Delaney, N. Y. V.. 

Peter Casper, I. V. 
Cannoneers and Ddvere- Cannoneers and Drivere- 

Daniel Ackerman, W. V. Henryl~dey,  N. Y. V. 
Peter Andrews, P. V. Henry Amst, N. R. 
John C. Barthe, N. Y. V. William Bartholomew, W. V. 
Henry Beeoham, W. V. Theodore Bache, M. V. 
Peter Bateway, M. V. Lyman Blakeley, M. V. 
Henry C. Brown, M. V. George C. Bowers, N. R. 
Herman Burkitt, N. R. Henry Burkhardt, W. V. r 
Ben F. Cooper, N. Y. V. Patrick Colgan, N. R. , 

Thomas M. Clarke, W. V. Seymour Colby, W. V. 
Charles Daniels, N. R. Jay  DeGraU, N. R. 
Lawrence Dowling, W. V. Anthony Ebert, M. V. 
Thomaa Fltrpatrick, N. R. Henry Foetor, W. V. 
John Fulton. W. V. Charles Fulton, W. V. 
Maitland J. Freeman, W. V. (Corp'l.) William Funk, M. V. 
Warren Givens, N. R. Willlam J.  Gleason, W. V. 
Edward Gore, M. V. Theodore Grover, M. V. 
William Harvey, let, N. R. James Gunsollis, M. V. 
William Harvey, 2d, N. R. Henry 0. Hill, N. R. 
Wllliam Hartley, N. R. William Hutchinson, N.R. 
Albert Hunt, W. V. Willlam Hinman, W. V. 
Fxd Hubbard, N. Y. V. William Irving, M. V. 
Louis Jerome, N. R. Preston Johnson, W. V. 
Aneon Jillson, N. Y. V. John Johnson, W. V. 
Thomas Kelley, N. R. William Kelley, N. R. 
R a n k  Kellogg, M. V. John Maddice, N. R. 
Frank McCormick, N. Y. V. Napoleon B. Milton, N. R. 
Thomaa Maloney, N. R. Martin McNamara, N. 8. 
John MoDermott, M. V. Robert Morris. M. V. 
George Oakley, M. V. John Orth, M. V. 
William Obst, Y. V. Edward O'Brien. N. R. 
Tbomaa Price, W. V. John Pattee, M. V. P 

Horaoe Ripley, W. V. Robert Reed. M. V. 
Wllder Robinson, N. Y. V. Edwin Rhodm, N. Y. V. 
Frank Root, N. Y. V. John Bmall. W. V. : 
Daniel Shemmell, W. V. David Smith. W. V. 
Ben Stillman, W. V. (rejoined May 9). Guatavue Baxey, N. R. 
Frank Bteinmuller, N. R. Samuel Starke, N. R. 
John Bmfth, lst, N. R. Frank Smith, N. R. 
John Smith, 2d, N. R. Albert Schwanecke, N. R. 
William Thornton, M. V. Fred Volker, N. R. 
Morris Vanderpwl, N. R. William Voss, N. R. 
Isaac Vandicar, M. V. Abram Velie, M. V. 
Winfleld 8. Williams, W. V. Mike Williams, N. R. 
Peter Williams, N. R. Andrew Wilkeson, W. V. 
John Willsey, 0. R. George Walker, M. V. 

The Author. N. Y. V. x 

Lient. Mitchell, Private Ben Stillman and three or four more were 



abeenton May 1 and rejoined the Battery a t  variow times during the 
period h m  May 5 to June 5. This is a total of threa officers, 18 non- 
commissioned officers and 96 privates, and of theae one officer and fonr or 
five men were temporarily abeent. So the Battery croesed the Rapidan 
May 4,1864, with twoofficers and about 111 or 112 men for duty, of whom 
only eight besides the Captain were Old Regdam, 32 Wisconsin Volm- 
teem, 23 Michigan Volunteers, 36 New Regulars, nine New York Volun- 
teers and two Indiana Volunteers. It will be obeerved from this roster that 
all the Old Regulars besides the Bugler, Johnny Cook, were non-commissioned 
officers except John Willsey. John had been a Sergeant, but in the Fall of 
# 6 3  he undertook to visit hi8 home without the trilling formality of a fur- 
lough. He succeeded, and not even the most vigilant Provost Marshal 
was able to cat& him. But when Mr. Lincoln offered amnesty to all  de- 
serters who would return to their commanda within a dated period, John 
quietly walked into camp one morning, informed Ord. Serg't McBride that 
h e  wonld report for duty, and if there wes no objection he would mume 
command of his old gun. But when Stewart's attent,ion was called to the 
matter, he said that &r John had served as a private long enough to 
make good the time lost by abeence without leave, they wonld have a talk 
itbout the gun-but not now. John did not get his chevrons back again 
until late in the FalL Stewart was as good.as his word. As soon as the 
old Utah veteran had made tlp his lost time he got his gun back again. 
John Willsey was a fine soldier, but a little erratic. 

The effective strength of the Army of the Potomac, infantry and d- 
lery, on May l was as follows, according to a memorandum compiled in 
the office of the Adjutant-General from the field returns of April 30: 

Omcera. Men. Total. 
Second Corpa.. ......................... 1,828 Z7,001 - %,mil 
Fifth Corps.. ............................ 1,m 25,663 
Sixth Corps.. ............................ 1,048 B,lG 24.213 - 

Total Army of the Potomac proper 78,209 
Ninth Corps ............................. 868 21,784 2e,76Z 

There were also 193 officers and 5,491 men attached to army headqnar- 
tere- Staff, Engineers, Provost gnarls, Orderlies, etc., and the cavalry 
numbered 609 officers and 12,678 men, or 13,287 in alL 

The commander of the new FifGh Corps, M4.-Gen. Gouvernenr Kemble 
Warren, was one of the noblest men t h t  ever lived. He wae not only a 
most accomplished officer and a brave soldier, but kind hearted as well, 
and it was to be mid of him -which unfortunately could not alwrtys be 
aaid of Generals-that he never forgot that private soldiers were men and 
that  they had feelings and spirita quite as acute and sensitive ae thoee who 
wore shoulder straps. The veterans of the old First Corps did not a t  the 
stctrt relish the idea of the organization they had made so famow being 
wiped out of existence, but they soon got accustomed to this new situation, 
and after a fight or two vied with their comrades of the old Fifth in w t  
du corpe. 

in the Spring of 1864 there was a new style of discipline, or rather a 



new &ate of feeling, among the men. Things were more strict and meth- 
ods more regular among the volunteers; in fact, the whole army had 
become like Regulars Gen Grant had made a profound impression on 
the rank and fUe. The wla2 of his gmat achievements in the Weat; his 
plain, unaenming appearance, his habit of going m n n d  among the camps 
frequently, and above all the rumors that he wee occasionally subject to the 
besetting frailty of the soldier, all tended to popularize him with the men 

There wae a h  a m e r e n t  method of estimating the enemy in vogue. 
All through the early history of the Army of the Potomac the habit of it8 
commanding officera was to exaggerate the strength of Lea's army. Ae 
eoldiere always get their imp~eesione on such matters h m  their officera, it 
is apparent that i t  mu& have been the policy of the earlier commanders of 
the Army of the Potomac to exaggerate the numbere of the enemy, with 
a view, no doubt, to explain their h q u e n t  defeats or to excuse the butch- 
eries that resulted from their incompetency. But now all this was changed. 
We men in the ranks were informed that the Rebel army, though still strong 
no doubt, and very desperate, was inferior to us in numbers and equip 
ment, and that we were expected to wind up its mreer that Summer. 

Long after the war-in fsct, after he had left the Presidential chair- 
I had a talk with Gen. Grant about this matter. He told me that he took 
pains to have the troops correctly informed as to the strength and equip 
ment of We enemy ; that when the m y  croeeed the Rapidau he knew very 
nearly how many men Lea had and what their condition was ; that the only 
mistake he made was in suppoeing that Pickett's Division was present with 
Longstreet's Corps at  Gordonsville, which he said was a natural suppoei- 
tion, as Spring had opened, and the Confederate commander could not help 
knowing that our army would soon attack him, and, therefore, he would 
be likely to have all his troops present. So Gen. Grant mid he took pains 
to  have his men informed that the .enemy was inferior to them. He said 
it was wicidal for a commander to exaggerate the force of the enemy ; that 
it tended to depreas the spirits of the troop ; that it was the beat policy, 
particularly with so intelligent a body of men ae the Army of the Potomac 
was, to let them know the exact truth as near as it could be aecertslined, 
80 that they might know approximately the work that was cut out for 
them, and nerve themselves to its proper performance. 

Gen. Grant on this occasion added that, while he knew that Lee's 
army was inferior to onre in numbers and equipment, he did not under- 
rate the brrific fighting power that they still #, nor the vast 
advantage which they derived from the fact that they were fighting on 
their own soil in a difficult country among a friendly populace, and above 
all, with an intimate personal knowledge of mads, fords, etc., which our 
cornmendere could only get by reconnaissances or from map,  which were 
often defective. He told me also that, as matter of preference, he did not 
want to !lght a great battle in the tangled underbrush of the Wildernees, 
but hoped to get out into the more open country south of Spottsylvania 
before Lee could strike the flank of his column. Still, he said, he knew he 



would have to fight in the Wilderness if Lee moved against hie flank 
promptly, which was a chance he had to take and for which he was pre- 
bred; but that he partly expected that Lee, when he eaw the Army of the 
Potomac moving to cross the Rapidan by the more easterly fords, would 
push out fkom Orange Courthonse and Gordonsville by the rorads following 
generally the north bank of the North Anm River, with a view to the 
protection of the Virginia Central and Richmond & Frederickaburg Rail- 
roads from that position. This, Gen. Grant eaid, would have been Lee's 
true strategy if he had felt sure of the strength of hie asply to mest the 
Army of the Potomac in the open. 

He (Gen. Grant) had studied the whole situation oarefnlly, and so when 
he saw Lee moving rapidly by the pike and plank r o d  to strike him in 
the Wilderness, it proved to him that Lee waa aensible of the comparative 
wesknees of his force, and hence, like the grent General he wae, he sought 
to make np for his nnmer id  inferiority by forcing a fight on ground like 
the Wilderness, where superiority of numbera and equipment would be of 
least valne. Gen. Grant said he knew that the Confederacy could be con- 
quered only by destroying Lee's army as a military organbattion, and 
hence he desired, if possible, to draw it out into open country where he 
could get the most benefit of his superior numbem in assaulting or out- 
flanking its positions, as occasion might require. But he said he was not 
wholly master of the situation ; that his army could move only a certain 
dbtance per day, and that if Lee moved rapidly enough to strike his flank 

\ 
before he could get clear of the Wilderness, of course he would have to 
fight there. It was, he said, a contingency which he wanted to avoid if he 
could, but which he was prepared to make the best of if i t  was forced on 
him - which was the case. This convemtion took place in Gen. Grant's 
office in the First National Bank Building in New York, when he was Presi- 
dent of the Mexican Central hidroad Co. He was in fine spirits that day. 
The Hon. Thomas Murphy was present during part of the interview, but 
left, saying that when Gen. G m t  could get a, chance to fight the war over 
again with an old private soldier who had served ~ d e r  his command there 
was no end to him. 

In  conclusion, Gen. Grant, after musing awhile, remarked : "Well, 
Gen. Lee did what any great and prudent commander would have done 
there, wllsidering the state of his army at  the time, and its relative infe- 
riority to mine; but I do not think that he accomplished as much as he 
expected. He in5icted great losses on my force, and sufYered much less 
himself in the a%gregate, bnt proportionately he wss worn crippled in the 
Wilderness and at  Spottsylvania than I was. 

L'I think on the whole that he would have done better if he had fallen 
rapidly back on Richmond, manned the strong works there with hia army 
intact, and waited for the assault which, under such circumststnces, we 
should certainly have delivered. In that case my army would have reached 
Richmond in a condition of dash and exultation that would have compelled 
its commander to order an assault, the same as the feeling of my army a t  



Vicksbnrg compelled me to assault that place before they would coneent to 
the hard work and privations of a siege. It is d o u b t l a  best ae it waav 

h e ,  the above ia a digression and rather foreign to the main purpose 
of this sketch, which is to give the "Reminiscenm of a h o n e e r n  during 
the war, and not his experiences afterward. But aa the above-mentioned 
views of Qen. Grant have not been published anywhere- not even in hie 
book, with so much detail-I trust the digression will be pardoned, in 
view of its application to the subject matter of the sketch. 

At  1 oo'clock in the morning of May 4 we mounted and filed out on the 
Stevensburg Plank Road on the msrch for Germenirt Ford. We d v e d  at  
the vicinity of the ford about daglight, but had to wait some time for Wil- 
eon's Cavalry Division to the p o n b  bridges, and we utilized this. 
time in making coffee and breakfaeting. While halted here a funny inci- 
dent occurred. Strict orders had beenissued that no knapsacks or bundles 
were to be strap@ on to any part of the gun- but that every- 
thing necesearg ehonld be carried on the caiemna and battery wagon& But 
one of our batteries had considerable stuff strapped on, contrary to orders ; 
eo when Oen. Wainwright came along aa we were halted in column in the, 
road he noticed this. A Lieutenant waa at  that moment in command. 
W. Wainwright reined up his horse, looked at  the battery and said : 

"Lieutenant, what is this you have here?" 
"Why, General, this is Battery -, 1st -." 
"Ah, thank yon for the information, Lieutenant ; I couldn't quite 

make it out. You ewry too many guns for a beggage-train, and too much 
baggage for a battery ! " 

With this the old General rode on, leaving all the men roaring with 
merriment. It is needleas to remark that the resemblance of that battery 
to a baggage-train eoon ceaaed. Finally the cavalry got rums and we. 
moved close at  their heels, Perhaps it  was 9 o'clock in the morning on 
May 4 when our old Battery pu lM up from the pontoon bridge, and &r 

- halting for aome time to let Wadsworth's infantry file past we again moved 
forward-forward, as it proved, to begin within 24 hours a campaign with- 
out parallel in the annals of war ; a campaign in which two great armies 
h e d  and fought for 11 months-from May 6,1884, to April 9, ,l885- 
without ever being out of gunshot. 

The immediete conflict in which we were so soon to engage proved to 
be unique in history. I t  is best described as one solid bsttle from the. 
6th of May to the 3d of June, inclusive, and from the Rapidan to the 
Clhickahominy. The two veteran armies grappled each other like two huge 
Mdoga ,  hung to each other for 30 days, literally rolling over and over for 
100 milea, and chewing each other's W t a  all the way-a campaign beat 
dmribed by drawing a broad crimson stripe right across the map of Vir- 
ginia from the Rapidan to the Appomattox. 

The Army of the Potomac, aa it now stood on the south bank of the 
bpidrtn stripped for battle, was at  ita zenith as an organization. It8 offi- 
m, without exception, were experienced in warfare: Its rank and f3le 
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were largely ~ e t e m ,  many of whom had just r e - ~ n l i i  aRer k years' 
service, and were innred to battle, fatigue and privation. Its commander, 
Grant, had come to it with the prestige of sn unbroken reoord of victories 
in the West And though all the Potomac veterans knew that Lee's Axmy 
.of Northern Virginia was an altogether different institution from the West- 
ern armies that Grant had beaten or captured, still we felt that the Army 

of the Potomac wan quite equal to 
the situation. At all events, Grant's 
reputation was that of a commander 
who always fought hie battles to the 
Wish, and that was the kind of Gen- 
era1 the old Army of the Potomac had 
wanted for three long yema It is 
needleas to say that they were not 

9- disappointed in Grant. The long 
reat of five months in the Winter 
camps of the Rapidan had made 
the men anxions for the excite- 
ment of an active campaign. They 
knew that the Rebel army was 
inferior to them in number and 
equipment. And it was the almost 
unanimous opinion of the rank 
and file that this was to be the last 

quent experience showed that the 3,\~1,- 1. - " 

+f- "A , ,I 
'- -- Rebel army was a harder nut to .# - -- 

7 1  
. . - crack than we supposed, still there 

was never an hour from May 6, 
1864, to April 9, 1865, when the 

c -- 
- rank and 5le of the Army of the 

Potomac doubted their own mastery 
of the situation, or regarded the de- - ? ,  - +, --,; t, 2- - -- strnction of their antagonist as any- 

# 1. , ' . - thing but a question of time. . . L - , -  . - . . Pemnally, my sensations a t  en- 
-- - bring upon this campaign were 
- 

_- - 
different from thoee which I had 

- -- experienced the preceding year when 
THE AUTHOR AB A VETERAN. starting for Gettysburg. Then I 
[From s war-time arnbrotype.1 was a raw recruit, inclined to regard ' 

my officers with awe and my older comrades with veneration. But now 
I considered myself a veteran of the deepest dye, inured to the M p s  
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and vidwitndea of the field, regarded the officers with a feedg  of friend- 
ehip, respectful and deferential i t  is true, but not servile. I felt on terms- 
of fnll equaLity with any enlisted man in the Battery. All the ditfidence 
and timidity of the recruit had vanished, and in their stead I felt that 
mastery of the sitnetion, ability to take care of myself, and exultant self- 
reliance which always characterize the v e t e m  soldier. My old descriptive 
list my6 I was 19 years old, five feet seven and a half inches high, fsir 
complexion, brown eyes, brown hair, wei&t 161 pounda. My chest 
measurement was 39 inchea, waist 30 inches, and doubtless I was as good 
a man physically the day we crossed the Rapidan as ever in my life. 

Well, under such circnmstances, the FiRh Corps moved slowly down 
the hrmania Road during the afternoon of the 4th of May and halted along 
that road from the Wildernew Tavern back to a farmhome called Spotta- 
wood'a The different batteries had been ordered that morning to report 
to the division commanders, two to each division. As there were fonr of' 
each kind of batteries in the brigade, one of rifles and one of 12-pounder 
Napoleone were essigned to a division, ours and Breckls (L, 1st New York,) 
being aaaigned to Wadsworthls Division, which brought us once more 
shoulder to shonlder with the old Iron Brigade and the other troops of the 
old First Corps. 

Toward evening on the 4th of May we heard faintly in the west oc- 
casional crackling volleya, which, to om practiced ears, suggested cavalry 
skirmishing, as we knew that Wilsonls Division had gone in that direction 
before we came up. Some of the men thought that Wilson's cavalry had 
found Lee's h k e r s ,  which would indicate that the main Rebel army was 
moving to the southward to head ne off somewhere down below. But the 
others expressed the opinion that the cavaliy had encountered the advance 
skirmiehers of the enemy moving straight toward us on the pike and Plank 
Roads, and if this was so we knew it mertnt a great battle right where we 
were. It turned out to be so. However, we passed the night very 
fortably and stood to paas in the morning just before daybreak. 

The original dispoeition of the batteries was 8s follows : With Grifflnls 
Division, Martin's 3d and Phillips's 5th Msssachusetta ; with Robinson's 
Division, Mink's (H) 1st New York and Rittenhouse1s (D) 5th Regulars ; 
with Crawford's ~ivision, Cooper's (B) 1st Pennsylvania and Winslow's (D) 
1st New York, and ours and Breck's as rtbove. Rut for some reason, juetas 
the movement began in the morning of May 5, Winslowls Battery was 
taken from Crawford and ordered to Grillin. In this shape the artillery- 
men of the Fifth Corps stood to poets a t  daybreak that f a t .  morning and. 
calmly waited for the battle of the Wildernese to begin. 



CHAPTER VII. 
:BATTLE OF THE WILDERNESS-ROUGH-AND-LE IN THE BBUSH 

-B~TSHWHA~KING ON A GBAND SCALE-CRISIS OF the B A ~  
-GEN. FIELD'S ACCO?NT-ADVANCE OF THE ARMY-SPOlTSYL- 
VANIA-GEN. S ~ W I C K  KILLED-TERBIFIC ASSAULTS-CAPT- 
UBE OF A WHOLE REBEL DIVISION-TEN DAYS OF SOLID BAT- 
TLE-DEATH OF LIEUT. GOODMAN-HARD WORK FOE THE -1L- 

LERY - THE AUTHOR " PUNISHED~-REFIJ~~ONS. 

HO fired the 5rat shot of the battle of 
the Wilderness, and thereby insugurated 
the great Virginia campaign of 1864, hes 
been a subject of much contention among 
the veterans. AE for the infantry, sev- 
eral comrades have written to the author, 
each claiming that his own regiment 
was entitled to that honor. Chief among 
these disputants are comrades belonging 
to the 140th New York and the 14th 
Regulars, of Ayrea's Brigade, and the 1st 
Michigan, of Bartlett'a AE no conclu- 
sive data exist upon this point, our gal- 
lant comrades must " fight i t  out on that 
line." So far as the artillery of the 
Fifth Corps is concerned there is no room 

for doubt on this score. The first cannon shot of that campaign was fired 
by Cooper's Fhttery (B), 1st Pennsylvania, which followed Crawford's 
Division on the crossroad leading to Parker's Store early in the morning 
of May 5. But Martin's 6th New York, a horse-battery with Wilson's 
cavalry, was already in action near Parker's Store, and was quite serionsl y 
engaged with the advance of Rodes's idantry, lming two men killed and 
several wounded before they limbered up. The author will not pretend to 
decide whether the skirmish between Wilson's cavalry and Rodes's idan- 
try a t  daybreak was properly to be considered a part i f  the grand battle of 
the Wilderness, though i t  would seem that if Buford's skirmish on Wil- 
loughby Creek in the early morniug of July l, 1863, was part of the bat- 
tle of Gettysburg, the same rule ought to apply in this rase. If so, then 
the 5th New York Cavalry is entitled to the honor of beginning the colossal 
Virginia campaign of 1864, and the 'Lfirst shot in the Wilderness" was 
fired by Private Gmne, of Cooperstown, N. Y., who was a cavalry videt 

.on the Plank Road beyond Parker's Store, and opened on the enemy's a p  
proaching infantry with his Spencer carbine just about daylight. But 
leaving the cavalrymen to tell their own story - which they were always 
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amply apable of doing-let us return to the Fifth Corpa at and about the 
Lacey Home. 

It was, perhaps, 7 o'clock in the morning of May 5 when the leading 
i n h t r y  of the Cow- Crawford's Division - moved out along the cross- 
road l d i g  in a southwesterly direction from the Wilderneas Tavern to 
Parker's Store. Cooper's Battery went with them and they soon reached 
the open g r o u d  of the Chewning F a m ,  which was about half way to the 
store. Cooper went in battery on a knoll, which was the highest ground 
in the clearing, and flred two or three h o t s  for range, as the enemy's 
infantry were beginning to show up in some force in their h n t  toward 
the &re. In the meantime Wadsworthls Division, accompanied by Breckls 
Battery (L, 1st New York,) and ours, moved partly by the same road, 
but deployed to the right of i t  as soon as we got into the clearhg, while 
Crawford deployed to the leR, which movement soon made a coneiderable 
gap between the two divisions. It at  once became evident th& the enemy 
waa present in force and meant business. There was but little skirmishing 
to preeage the coming battle. Onr Battery and Breckls had just cleared 
the brush on the eeet edge of the clearing when Wadeworth's infantry 
&ruck the main Rebel line of battle in the b d  which fringed its west 
edge. About the same moment Crawford's people strnck the advance of 
Hill's troops in the edge of the Chewning Farm, and an almost simnltane- 
one crash of musketry from two heavy linea of battle nearly a mile long, 
opening in concert, told that the battle of the Wilderneae had begun! 
Owing partly to the badness of the road and partly to uncertainty as to 
the position of the enemy, the two batteries halted a t  the east edge of the 
Hagerson Clearing ; but as soon as Gen. Wadsworth saw that the enemy 
was in force he personally directed Capt. Stewart to command both battar- 
ies, thereby, in effect, making him Chief of Artillery of the division, the 
immediate command of Battery B thne devolving temporarily upon Lient. 
Goodman. Gen. Wadsworth being ordered by Gen. Warren to take ground 
toward the Plank Road, no doubt for the pnrpoee of closing the gap between 
his division and that of G-en. Crawford, moved by his flank in that direc- 
tion, but, owing to the broken p u d  and tangled brush in which the 
enemy found almost impenetrable cover, he was repulsed, and his troops 
as they retreated slowly were pushed by the enemy, who appeared extend- 
ing to envelope the left flank of his division. At this time Capt. Stewart 
was with the General, and he had the guns and limbera of our Battery 
with him in the direction of the left flank, while the caissons remained 
some distance back with Break's Battery. At this moment Stewart rnnt 
our Bugler, Johnny Cook, back to onr position, with his complimenta to 
Lient. Breck and an order to "retire the aissons," together with Breckls 
Battery, and that battery, followed by our caissons, pulled back to the 
h y  Clearing b the road above mentioned. 

Meantime C I pt. Stewart and Lieut. Goodman unlimbered the gun6 of 
Battery B with fixed prolonge, so as to fight retiring, and opened with ccm- 
ieter on thorn troope of the enemy who were endeavoring to envelope wade- 



worth's flank. This fire was continued, and the enemy checked by it  until 
the retrograde movement of the i n h t r y  was ertfely mured ; whereupon 
the Captain limbered up his guns and brought them back into the Lacey 
Clearing, where they rejoined the caimns. The Captain, in  his polite ang- 
gestion to Lieut. B w k ,  gave no reason for retiring his battery and onr 
caissons, but probbly it was because the road was very bad and, intend- 
ing tb hold the position as long ee poesible, he did not want it encnm- 
bered with another battery and onr caissons (we had eight a t  that time, 
six regular and two spare,) in case a rspid withdrawal of the guns should 
be neceasssy, particularly as that road was the only one practicable for artil- 
lery anywhere between the pike and the plank a t  that point: It was grown 
up with small brush and full of old stumps, rotting logs, etc. It had been 
need in former timea to haul out charcoal, as there were many be& of old 
charcoal-pita along the route between the two clearings, which was perhaps 
threequartem of a mile. With the exception of the shots fired by Cooper's 
Battery, with Crawford's Division, before mentioned, this little action of our 
Battery was the first engagement of the Fifth Corps artillery in the battle of 
the Wilderness. This d a i r  wasof short duration, but very destructive to the 
infantry while it lasted. Four men were hit in onr Battery, but none of them 
severely enough to be reported officially in the catmalty lists. They were all 

'hit by spent balls from the enemy's skirmishers when the Battery was 
retiring through the Hagerson Farm. At that time there was much die- 
cussion between the men of Wadsworthls and Crawford's Divisions, the 
former accusing the latter of having ii broken " and thereby exposing onr 
left flank ; but calm investigation dispels this theory. The fact wa8 that 
thb two divisions moved in such a manner as to open a gap between Wads- 
worth's left .and Crawford's right, and the enemy took advantage of i t  
perhaps as clear an analysis of this circumstance as will ever be made is 
that of Comrade William A. Holland, of the Pennsylvania "Bucktails," 
of Crawford's Division, who writes me as follows: 

The facts are that neither division "gave way." The two divisions ad- 
vanced on the morning of May 5 in a sort of fan-shaped alignment, separating 
as they moved forward until a wide gap was left between the left of Wads- 
worth a ~ d  the right of Crawford, and no provision was made to guard this gap. 
I will not undertake to say whose fault this was, but it was certainly an error 
of tactics that cost the life of many a brave man and boy in both divisions be- 
fore the day was over. 

Wadsworthhad Stewart's Battery and other artillery with him that followed 
him through the brush, and when he had to retire they materially aided his re- 
trograde movement by checking the enemy who tried to flank him. But the 
two batteries that were told off with Crawford's Divieion could notget through 
the brush that we had to penetrate, and so we had to "go it alone." Cl"l'ere 
was but one battery, Cooper's, with Crawford.) 

Wadsworth's Division, moreover, was exposed only on one flank- ita left - 
where the gap was between its left and our right ; whereas we were erpoeed on 
both flanks, for the reason that as we separated from Wadswprth on our right 
we also failed to connect with Hancock's troops, who should have met us on 
the left, and hence in the forenoon's battle of May 5 our division of Pennsyl- 
vania Reserves (Crawford's) was "in the alr," as taaticians say, exposed to a& 
tack in front, on both flanks, and, as It ie proved, in rear also. 
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The result was that the enemy came in on both our flanks unmolested in 
the two edges of the Chewnlng Clearing or Farm, which waa anarrow clearing 
at  that point, and our two brigades were practically surrounded before we got 
orders to fall back. We were tbBn compelled to cut our way to the rear, and in 
doing so paesed down the ravine of the Wilderness Run, with the enemy on 
both sides of us. Qen. McCandleea was captured, but was rescued or escaped 
and rejoined us. There are a few of the "old boys" still living who will re- 
member when he came down the ravfn6 through which we made our escape. 
He had loet his hat, and when we saw him riding for his life, and his gray hair 
flying in the air, we gave him a hearty cheer. I think the movement was made 
for the purpose of ascertaining the position of the enemy. 

It was doubtlees what the Qenerals would call a "reconnoiesance in force;" 
but, if so, it wt~s a costly one, involving, aa it  did, flghting which made even 
veterans of Qettysburg bite their lips. and where the musketry of the O p  
posing Unes, almost muzzle to muzzle, whipped the dense brush into "broom- 
stuff." The Pennsylvania Reserves were veterans of many battles, but that 
Wilderness flghting was a new kind of murder even to them. The same was 
true of Wadsworth's troops, the Iron Brigade, and others, as their survivon, 
have often told me since the war. It was, as the "Cannoneer" says. "amugh- 
and-tumble all along the line.'' The fact ie that there was a gap between the 
two divisions, by reason of which both w& flanked. Whose fault this wt~s I 
do not attempt to say; butit must have been the fault of some one far above 
Stewart's "Cannoneer ** or your humble servant in rank and power. 

Having fallen back, we went into position near the L a e y  H o e ,  and 
remained there during the dsy not engaged. But the infantry fighting in 
our front and to the left of us, in the low m b b y  woods and beyond them, 
was frightful. All we aw of this il& day in the Wilderness waa the awful 

proceeeion of mangled men 
aent back to the W i l d e m  
Tavern and other pointe on 
the Germsnia R o d  from the 
infantry divisions of Grillin, 
Robinson, Wadsworth md 
Crawford, of the Fifth Corps. 
Occasionally spent barlls from 
over the woods kicked up the 
dnat near us, but nobody was 
hurt. Artillery was not much 
nsed on our front this day. 
Almoet dl the work was done , 
bythe infantryinaeortof a 
rough - and - tumble &&ion, 
catch as catch can, and we 
couldn't make head nor tail 
of it from the m d ,  which 
was a pretty nearly -lid 
cresh of musketry from day- 

TOM BFOD~PICU light till dark. There was 
O N . ~ C * ~ +  ~ V.P /~F IN  &rncnr, comperative reat sffer 9 , 

o'clack, but the slightly-wounded stragglers from the i n h t r y  in  our front 
kept coming back through our poeition more or less all night. 
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The battery in the Artillery Brigade of the Fifth C o w  most seriously 
engaged this fifilt day in the Wildernw was Winslow's (D) 1st New York, 
which was with GrifIinls Division on the pike. They had a section pushed 
out on the pike cloee up to the enemy, and when Ayrea's Brigade fell back 
.they were caught in the flank by the enemy coming in on the north side 
of the road. Bartlett made an effort to retake these guns, but, being 
unsupported by Ayres on his right and the enemy threatening to get in on 
his left rear, he was unable to accomplish his purpoee. Consequently this 
section of Winslow's Battery was lost, md,  though the two guns remained 
there in the road in plain eight the reat of the day, the enemy eucceeded 
i n  hauling them off during the night. Winslow's loss in men was eight 
or 10 and all the horsea of this section. No men were hurt in the other 
btteries, except Cooper's, which lost a man or two and some horsea The 
whole trouble on Gdinle front aeemed to be, so fsr as the artillery engaged 
there was concerned, that the batteries could do little or nothing except 
to fire along the pike itself, and that was ineffectual, becanse the enemy 
brought no artillery to oppose them, but de5led his infantry through the 
'bmsh on their flanks, and so caught them in helpless positions when Ayres 
m i l e d .  No blame whatever could attach to Capt. Winslow for the 1- 
of his section ; in fact, he himself was severely wounded in a gallant but - vain attempt to reacne his guns after the infantry had broken. His battery 
was afterward commanded by Lient. Lester Richardson. 

The men of Griffin's Division felt very sore about losing these two 
guns of Winslow's Battery. I t  was said that they were the first guns ever 
taken by the enemy from the Fifth Corps. As there was then, and has 
been since, so much discussion about it, doubtless the following extract 
from Gen. Wainwright's official report, of that battle will serve to s e b  
the dispute. The General says : 

I t  having been now ascertained that the enemy was in full force and would 
resist our further progress, four batteries were posted on the crest to the right 
of the Laoey House, commanding the valley and the road to Parker's Store, 
in the following order from left to right : ad Maasaohwtte; D, 5th Regulars; 
H, 1st New York, and B, 1st Pennsylvania. At times during the afternoon 
the  rifled batteries opened at bodies of the enemy seen passing tho open ground 
to which Crawford at first advanced. Thedistance was about2,700 yards, prac- 
tice good. I had here an opportunity of judging of the relative merite of the 
Parrotts and three-inch guns at this range. The elevation required wae the same 
for eaoh, nor could I see any difference in the accuracy of the fire. I should 
judge the proportion of shells which burst about as five to four in favor of 
the three-inch Hotchkiss, while five Parrott and three three-inch burst witbin a 
few yards of the muzzle. Meanwhile Winslow's Battery (D), 1st New York, ad- 
vanced up the Chancellorsville Pike with Qri5n1s Division about a mile be- 
yond its junction with the GermaniaPlankRoad. Onesection was takenfrom 
the battery (which was left at this point) and pushed up the road along the ad- 
vance of the infantry, about a mile farther to an opening in the Wilderness, 
across which the road passes diagonally to the right. The sect ioncrod tbia 
opening and went into position part way up the rise beyond, firing solid shot 
up the road. Finding that the infantry line of battle at his right had not ad- 
vanced with him, Capt. Winslow withdrew his section to the bottom of the hill 
nearly across to the hither side of the open space and again went into poeition. 



But at the same moment Ayms's Brigade, which suppwted them on the right, 
gave way and fell back a c w  the road. A few shote were fired by the seotio? 
even after the infantry had left them, but nearly all the horses were ehot, 
Oapt. Winslow severely wounded, Lieut. Shelton wounded and a prisoner, and 
the enemy actually between the guns before they wereabandoned. No blame 
whatever can be attached to either the battery ofecere or men, nor to Capt. 
Martin, acting at the time aa Division Chief of Artillery. They all acted under 
orders from Gen. Orifen. The gum were fought to the last, and lost aa honor- 
ably as guns could be lo&. I may as well mention in this place that the guns 
were not removed by the enemy that night, as I found on visiting the picket 
line the next morning. Had I known it I believe they might have been drawn 
within our lines that night. The next day arrangements were made to do so 
immediately after dark, but just at that time Ricketts's Divi~ion, holding the 
right of the road at which they lay, was driven in, and although Qen. Orifen 
offered togiveme a brigade to try to recover them, if I would ask for it, I did 
not feel willing to incur the responsibility myseli of bringing on an engage- 
ment and the consequent low of life. 

The average reader so long itter theae even& ocoarred may wonder why 
so much fum is made about so simple a thing as the capture of two 12 
pounder Napoleon gnns by the enemy in such a battle aa the 5ret day.in 
the Wildernem was-when about 10,000 men were killed or crippled. The 
explanation is that guns and colors are always mgmhd by soldiem ee the 
symbol8 of military honor. When a couple of batteriea are attached to a 
division every infantryman in that division at  once mgmda the gone of 
thoae batteries ae hie personal estate. or private property. He may not 
care a continental about the artillerymen who work those guns. But the 
grins themselves have been placed in his care; he has been mide their 
guardian ; he knows that if the enemy tries to take them the Cannoneers 
themeelvea can do but little to defend them, and that, therefore, it is the 
infantryman who must always protect the gum of the artillery, or, failing 
to do so, must incur the reproach of losing them. Heuce it  is that when- 
ever you see two old infantrymen 5 h t i n g  their bmttlea over you will ob- 
serve that the bulk of their reminiscence relatea to "batteriea that we took 
from the enemy or " batteriea of our own that we have retaken," or "bat- 
teries that we have rescued1' or "batteries that we have snpportedlv etc. 
On this account you will also notice, a t  assemblages of the veterans, that 
an artilleryman will always be the center of a group of his old infantry or 
cavalry comradea earnestly aasnring him of the many occasions on which 
they "saved his battery ! " Hence it was that the troops of Griffinls Di- 
vision felt so keenly the lm of Winslow's two guns on the turnpike that 
day. They were the first, last and only guns lost by the Fifth Cow in  
action. Of course it is understood that guns disabled or dismounted and 
therefore abandoned are not conaidered as 'L guna lost. " I t  is only when 
the enemy captures them in condition to nse them against their former 
owners that they are considered aa "gnns lost in action." Such was the 
caw with theae two. h d ,  to complete their history, theae selfsame two 
guns of Winslow's New York Battery, taken by Doles's Brigade, of Rodea's 
Division, in the Wilderness, May 5, 1864, were retaken by the 8th New 
York Cavalry in  the rout of Early's army at  Cedar Creek, Oct. 19. 



Early in the morning of May 6 Wadsworth's Division wns pnshed 
through the brnsh south of the Lacey Clearing, under orders to effect jnnc- 
CIon with Hancock's troop0 and Stevenson's and Wilcox's Divisions, of the 
Ninth Corps- which had just reached the field by a foroed march from 
Ckntreville-advanced from the Wildernesa Tavern to prolong the left of 
the Fifth Corps, which Crawford held a h r  Wadsworth moved. I t  was at 
flmt expected that Stewart and Breck wonld go with Wadeworth, as they 
had done the day before; but just as Wadsworth started off the batteries 
were ordered to take position on the knoll a t  the south end of the Lecey 
Clearing, abont 100 rode from the honee, where they could command the 
ravine of the Wildernem Run and also enfilade the edge of the brnah on 
the opposite rise of ground in csse the enemy should try to come out of it. 

. The battle of May 6 bepan on the Plank Road, about one mile from our 
pdt ion,  a t  daylight, and f b m  that time until about 10 a. m. a conflict of 
unparalleled ferocity raged among the barren knolls, brushy iavinea and 
pine thicketa which filled the epam between the Lacey Clearing and Tapp's 
Farm on the PLank Road. By 10 o'clock the sounds of musketry and the 
dense volumea of smoke rolljng up above the scrubby woods began to a p  
proach our position, which meant, of course, that the Johnniea were driving 
our infantry from the Plank Road. Before long the &t rnsh of stragglers 
began to emerge from the woods in our front, and we could distinctly hear 
the Rebel yell through the btush; the mnsketq in the meantime beat 
anything ever heard. Unbroken by the hoaraer roar of artillery anywhere 
on the line, it was one solid, eavage orash, crash, without the slight& lnlI 
or intermimion, extending along a line over two miles in length, of which 
we were about in rear of the right center. We could do nothing, becaw 
no homes could have pulled a gun through the brneh in which the infantry 
were fighting. As for the roads, there were only two, the plank and the 
pike, and they were at  that place simply wide paths throngh thickets 
Onr artillery had but one chance of work, and that was if our infantry 
should M l  back into the Lecey Clearing and the Rebels should attempt 
to force the position at  and about the Wilderness Tavern. And about 10 
o'clock in the morning it seemed as if we wonld get that chance. The 
& and the yells had kept coming our way for half an hour, when dud- 
denly our infentry, the old Iron Brigade, came pell-mell out of the woods 
a little to the left of our front in some confusion. They had not been 
broken by the enemy, but their formation had been destroyed by the 
density of the thickets where they fought. Then came rapid commands to 
change front with the left and center sections ; to " fire to the left ; load 
mister-ready. " But the narrow clearing was full of Cntler'e disordered 
infantry, so we stood a t  a ready, pieces aghted and lanyards in hand for 
aeveral minutes, expecting to see the enemy's line emerge from the bmsh. 
Meantime Cutler's infiLntry had eagged to the leR toward the Gemania 
Road, or were seeking shelter in the little ravine cm our leR front, and in 
a few minutes they cleared a path for our canister, But the Johnnies, 
when they came to the edge of the brush and ~ a w  18 guns looking at them 



from the Lacey Honse knoll, hesitated, and instead of charging, aa we 
expected them to do, lay down in the edge of the bmsh and began sharp 
ehooting a t  us and om then rallying infantry. To thia we instantly 
replied with canister, which, &er a few ineffectual munds, wae changed 
to case. Of course, they had no artillery, aa they had come through brush 
that men with muskets could hardly penetrate, let alone team and gnu- 
carriages. No one know what we did to them with our d t e r  and CBBB 
shot, but they hit four or five of ns in the three batteries with their eharp 
shooting, though i t  was tolerably long musket range. But they did not 
seriously follow our broken infantry beyond the edge of the brash. I t  has 
been stated in magazine articlea published since the Rebellion by Confed- 
erate oacers, that their t m p  at  this time - Greggls Texans and Benningls 
Georgians- " got into the Oermania Road and within pistol shot of the 
Wildernew Tavern. l 1  And that, "if they had been suitably supported, 
would have cut our lines in  two at  that point and separated the Army of 
the P o t ~ m a c . ~ ~  The fad is that from where o m  Battery stood we could 
see half a mile in either direction, right or left, along the G e m k  Road, 
and the Wildernem Tavern was perhap about half a mile in our rear, also 
in plain sight, and there wae not during the whole 6th of May any Rebel 
more than 10 rods outside the edge of the bmsh that fringed the Lacey 
Claringjand even those didn't stay out of the brash long. 

It waa now toward noon of May 6. The Johnnies had driven Wads- 
worth's whole division in ; they had killed this good old man and captured 
his corpse, and they had stopped in front of our guns at  the edge of the 
Lacey Clearing. Then the heavy artillery came into action as inhntrg. 
These heavy artillery troop were Kitchingls Brigade, composed of the 6th 
and 15th New York Heavy, and they were attached to the Artillery Re- 
serve in  the organization oi'the army. The 6th New York had been with 
the army in the fleld prior to this and had seen some fighting in 1863, but 
al l  the other Heavie. had been in the defenses of Washington until ordered 
to the Army of the Potomac by Gen. Grant in  this campaign. They were 
organized in regiments of 12 companies each and some of them came into 
the field with from 1,500 to 1,800 muskets. They had been thoroughly 
drilled and disciplined during their two yema or so of garrison duty, and 
were superb troops, as their subaeqnent record showed. Of course the 
veterans of the infantry and light artillerg poked fun at them when they 
first came out, asking them if they had brought their trunks along, if they 
had a full supply of paper collars, etc., and informing them that there were 
plenty of L'fortificationsll for them to "man " just the other side of the 
bmsh. But no one was inclined to make fun at  their expense after they 
hud been in battle and showed what they were made of, because the records 
and reports of the Wilderness, Spotteylvania, Cold Harbor and the 18th ot 
June shows that no troop fought better than those heavy artillerymen serv- 
ing as infantry. They truly "manned earthworks," Rebel earthworks; 
they "manned them l1 f b m  the wrong side. They got in, and stayed there. 
Many of them are there yet, or under the shade of the trees at  Arlington. 



No t m p e  fared harder or died gamer. Kitching's Brigade " went in, " 
and the enemy fell back through the brush in our immediate front. But 
the "heavie~," when they got to the clearing on the other side of the b m h ,  
were assailed in their turn and driven back with great losa During this 
time mother frightful battle had been going on to our lei% on the line of 
the Plank Road, and from the sounds we thought our folk~ were being forced 
back to the Brock Road. There was plenty of work for the M l e r y  down 
there, judging from the sound, and we afterward learned that the Sixth 
Corps bstteriea that were with Getty's Division, and those of the Second 
Corps, did b e  buainess in the open ground where the Brock Road- croeses 
the Plank. I t  was rumored up our way about 4 or 5 o'clock in the &r- 
noon that the line of the Second Corpa had been forced at  the intersection 
of the Brock Road and the Plank, and that the enemy was sweeping up the 
Germania Road towad the Wilderness Tavern. This would have brought 
them in om left and rear. But they did not come. It was soon known that 
they simply stormed one salient in Hanoock's intrenched line and were 
immediately driven out of it by Sprigg Camll's Brigade, of the Second 
Corpa, and the Second Brigade of Wadsworth's Division, commanded by 
Gen. James C. Rice. In the afternoon we could see that the woods were 
on jim on the southern edge of the W y  Clearing, the fire extending away 
to our left, and this made us apprehensive for the wounded of our infantry, 
who were lying helpless in this bmsh in great numbers. The fighting in 
our immediate front -south side of the turnpike - had pretty much ceased 
by 4 o'clock ; but Stevenson's Division, of the Ninth Corpe, had now come 
up, and went into the brush in the same place where Crawford's Division 
had attacked in the morning of May 5. 

At first they drove the enemy clear out of the bmsh, and we could see 
the smoke of their musketry rolling up in grertt volumes over in the clear- 
ing on the other side. But they soon came back pell-mell, and were re- 
formed, some in the Lacey Clearing, and others not until they had got back 
to the Germania Road, where there was now quite rt line of earthworks, 
Night was now coming on. In our own front all was quiet, except spat- 
ting picket shots. To the left things were cooling off, though there were 
occasional crashes of heavy musketry down there as late as 9 o'clock. But 
just a t  dusk a fearful uproar set in  on our right just north of the pike. 
This was not far from our position. The b m h  here lined the pike on its 
north side, and the formation of the ground was such that we could not eee 
the clearing beyond, which was part of the Spottewood Farm. But it was 
now dusk enough so that the rapid, k h i n g  volleys over there would light 
up the sky like "h&lightningV in s Summer night, and we could dis- 
tinctly hear the yells of the troops. As the firing rapidly swept back to- 
ward the Germania Road we knew that the Sixth Corps, on our right, was 
being driven in, and we all momentarily expected an attack along the pike, 
which would have made s night battle. To meet this probable attack 
Rittenhouse's, ours asd one of the batteries of the Ninth Corps-the 7th 
Maine, which was temporarily reporting to Gen. Wainwright-were or- 
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dered into position to command the pike, but only Rittenhonee went into 
battery. This flurry proved to be an attempt to tnrn our right W, held 
by Wright's and Ricketts's Divisions, of the Sixth Corps. I t  resulted in 
the capture of Gens. Seymour and Shaler, with portions of their brigades, 
and forced the right of the Sixth Corps back to the Spottawood House, 
which line they held after repulsing a renewed effort of the enemy. No 
part of the Fifth Corps, infantry or artillery, was involved in this affair, 
except to get mady for an apprehended attack, ae above stated. However, 
it was a trying time for half an hour or so, as a successful attsrck on our  
right flank just a t  that stage of the conact would have had a serious effect 
on the troops of the center A d  let% wing. But no attack wae made on our  
front, and afler about half an hour of scrambling, yelling and crashing u p  
there (to the right) everything stopped as if by magic. In  a few minutes 
we ourselves limbered up and fell back to the road, where we bivouacked 
for the night, having held one position, with but little change, on the Lacey 
House knoll for two days and one night. Our casualties during the two 
days had been fonr men hit, all slightly, by spent ba lk  None of them 
were returned as wounded. 

a This battle of the Wilderneas wae a singular struggle. I t  was contested 
for two days on a line approximately fonr miles long by about 90,000 troops 
on our eide and 65,000 on theirs, and there ww no open ground anywhere 
wide enough for a division to deploy on. Artillery could have been used 
there, but only in shelling woods and thickets at random. Tbe battle mas 
brought on by the Rebels moving up to us on the pike and Plank Road 
and striking the h k  of our column as we moved along the Germania. 
Road and the Brock, which intersect the other two at  about right angles. 
The Rebels could have but one reasonable object in this move, and that 
must have been the hope of repeating Chancellorsville. It has been stated 
thst Gen. Lee believed that he had us whipped on the night of the 6th, 
snd expected that we would retreat back arroes the Rapidan or towara 
Wericksburg. But that hope was soon shattered. Bs for the fighting, 
it  was simply bushwhacking on a grand scale in brush where all formation 
beyond that of regiments or companies was soon lost, and where such a 
thing as a consistent line of battle on either side was impossible. I knew 
a Wisconsin infantryman named Holmes who walked right into the Rebel 
skirmish line on the 6th about the time Wadsworth was killed. He sur- 
rendered, and a Rebel was sent to the rear with him. In  two minutes 
Holmes and his guard walked right into our own lines, and that in broad 
daylight. After dark on the 5th fonr or five men who had straggled from 
Ayres's Brigade were halted by Bartlett's skirmishers, surrendered to them, 
m d  had been started off toward the Wilderness Tavern under guard before 
it was discovered that they were 6ur own men. During the night of the  
5th two men came bank to the Lacey House, both slightly wounded. One 
was e Rebel, belonging to Hill's Corps, and the other was one of our men 
from Cramford's Division. They had got together in the brush ; both had 
I& their muskete, and w the brush was getting afire they made the beat 



of their way out of it together, taking their chancea se to which of the two 
linea they might fall into. A man named Coombe, of the 44th New York, 
whom I knew, got lost in Bartlett's attack in the afternoon of the 6th, and 
after dark found himaelf away down to our left smoug the troop of the 
Second Corps, on the B& Rmd, and he hsd pawed at  least two milea in 
the rear of the Rebel linea, and through them twice, unchsllenged. He 
told me that when he came to the 8econd Corpe front on the B& Road 
about 10 o'clock at night and was halted, he w e r e d  : "I belong to the 
44th New York ; who in the -are you?" He hadn't the remoteut idea 
where he was. 

The Rebel prisonen, taken on the 6th eeemed convinced that we were 
whipped end must retire&. They hsd an idea that they bad cut our army 
in two, and that the Second Corpe wastotally cut off below the Plank Road. 
It was impossible to make them understand that we were only just begin- 
ning to fight. There were hundda  of such instsncea 

One old fellow was brought up out of the braeh a t  the m t h  edge of 
the Lacey Clearing. He belonged to the 6th Texas, of Oregg's Brigade. 
He had been hit in the shin by a bullet, which had temporsrily palyzed 
hie leg without breaking the 
bone, at the extreme point of 
their advance in the &r- 
noon of the 6th, and so waa 
leR in our hands when they 
fell back. Some of the boys 
asked him what he thought 
of the battle. He was a comi- 
cal old cuss, and his reply was, 
"Battle be -! It ain't no 
battle! It's a worse riot than 

Chickamaw was! " (He 
had been with Longstreet at 
Chickamauga the Fall be- 
fore.) " You Yanks don't call 
this a battle, do you? At 
Chickamauga there waa at 
least a rear, but here there 
ain't neither front nor rear. 
It's all a - meae! And 
our two ain't nothin' 
but howlin, mob ! v ~h~ A COMRADE FROM BUENA VISTA. 

eang froid of this grizzly old Texan was superb. While he sat them 
aopping his @me leg with a wet rag and gnawing at a hsrdtack and . 
piece of pork we had given him a pretty fresh yonngster from one of the 
batteries came along and stopped to chaff with him a littla "Say, 
Uncle Johnny," inquired the yonngster," "Haven't yon fellows about 
made up your minds that one Southerner can't whip five Yankees?" 



The venerable Rebel looked at him aolemnly and responded : "Son, 
d id  you ever hear any Southern man say he coda whip five Yankees? l 1  

"N-no ; I don't know that I ever did." 
"Well, then, whm did yon git t b t  notion?" 
"Oh, aome of the men who went roMd up home making qmchea to 

raise companies told ne that the Johnniea bragged that one Southerner 
,could whip five Ysnkesa Maybe they told na that to get our dander up ! l 1  

I '  I expected ae much,, l replied Uncle Johnny. '' Now let me tell you, 
Sonny, that that story, like a good many other things which helped to 
bring on this war, wasn't nothin1 but a - Abolition lie,! ! l 1  

YOU couldn't phase that old mo&r much. He won onr hearb by 
telling na that he had been in the 26 Kentucky in the Mexican war, 
.and had helped support the old Battery at  Bnana Vista 

The heavy artillerymen felt keenly the jibea which the veteran infan- 
try and light artillergmen poked a t  them when they first came into the 
field. h d  no doubt m y  of onreelves were eorry about it when we saw 
their thinned ranks a few ' d a p  later. The 4th New York Heavy was 
divided up among the artillery brigadea of the Second, FiRh and Sixth 
C o p ,  one battalion to each at  the beginning of the aunpaign, but this 
arrangement did not last long. They were oflicially termed the Artillery 
Brigade Gnaql, but were used all the time as ordinary infantry. Com- 
rade F. 0. Talbot, lat Maine Heavy, writee to me aa followe : 

I t  is very late and perhaps unneoeessry to oomct the veteran infantry and 
light artillerymen in the idea that they entertained of the notions, hopea and 
expectations of thoee heavy artillerymen when they volunteered in the Bum- 
mer of 188% But I wish to do so, as I, and I have no doubt all other surviving 
heavies, do not like to rest any longer under the stlgma of enlisting with such 
motives as were and are ascribed to us. The surviving veterans (infantry 
and light artillery) do us a great injustice when they say that the heavy artil- 
lerymen enlisted with the hope of staying in the defenses of Washington, eat- 
ing three square meals a day and sleeping on a good bed every nlght, and doing 
no ilghting except poseibly behind good earthworks. I also have to say that 
we were all volunteers, and there were no drafted men in my regiment. -X en- 
listed in the 18th Maine in August, I&%, as a private, and went with my oom- 
pany to the end, and for five months after the end. The regiment enbted as 
infantrymen, with the hope and expeotation of going right into bu$ness and 
helping the veterans finish the war. Well, after we arrived in Washington, 
we, with several other regiments, were, by order of the War Department and 
much to our disgust, made heavy artillerymen and put into the forte and bat- 
teries around the city. We, the 1st Maine Heavy, were to a mandisappointed, 
mad and rebellious. We kicked. We felt mean and degraded; and talked 
.among ourselves of open rebellion, but of course we had to obey. Then all 
the time that we were in those forte almost every man in my regiment had his . mind made up to go to the front and enlist in a fighting regiment if we were 
.discharged in thoee forte and the war not ended. We chafed and fretted, 
.sulked and swore all thoee months, and when at last we did reoeive the order 
;to go to the front in May, 1864, we, to a man, excepting, of course, the average 
number of coffee-boilere to be found in all regiments, were thankful, and we 
Lft  our camp with cheers, being glad to go and aee service. 

When we reached Fredericksburg and the Wildernese beyond we were as- 
tonished and mad at the insulting greetings we received from the veterans. 
We did not know why they should sneer and scoff and insult us. But they did 



no, and it only made us the more anxious to "go in" and show them that we 
could fight, which we proceeded to do aa soon a8 we were given a chance, and 
which our record shows we did do. (Witnese Col. Fox's "bsees in the Rebel- 
lion.") The 1st Maine Heavy, in which I am proud to have served more than 
three years, lost more men killed in percentage than any regiment in the 
Union armlea during the four years. I t  also lost more men killed and 
wounded in proportion to its numbers and in percentage in a single battle 
than any other regiment during the four years. (Gen. Walker's History of 
Second Corps.) My company went in at  Spottsylvanla with 147 men ; 80 days 
&r there were seven of us left- one Sergeant (myeelf), one Corporal and 
flve privates. And of those 147 men and bops there were only 10L'cof?ee- 
boilers," not a larger proportion.1 think, than were to be found in other com- 
panies of 147 men of any other branch of the service. That leaves la7 good 
boys-aa good a# were in the Army of the Potomao or any in the world. We 
have long since forgiven the veterans for their scoffs and sneers, but it is time 
that they knew that the "Heavies" did not not enlist aa "Heavies" and did not 
wish to be "Heavies;" that we, the 1st Maine Heavy, enlisted as infantrymen, 
and never dreamed of being heavy artillerg-men until made so against our will 
by order of the War Department. 

Comrade William A. Glenning, 6th New York Heavy, writes to etGy 
that that regiment ''was r a i d  as the 135th New York Infantry. Then, 
when we arrived a t  Washington, we were made heavy artillery. But we 
joined the army in the field in  July, 1863, and never left it until the 'jig 
wae up1 a t  Appomattox. We led the attack a t  Thoroughfare Gap, when - - 
the Rebels were retreating from Gettysburg. Some regiments of heavy ar- 
tillery may have remained in the fortifications about Washington, but ours 
was not one of them. All the &earthworks we ever manned7 were those 
that we routed the Rebels from, and we 'manned7 a good many of that 
sort of 'emthw~rks,~ as yon will eee by wnsulting the records of killed 
and wounded." 

Without doubt the crisis of the battle of the Wilderneas occurred when 
Kernhaw's and Field's Divisions broke Hancock's intrenched line at  or near 
the intersection of the Brock Road and the Plank. Gen. Haucock reported 
that the broken line there was restored by Gen. Sprigg Carroll's Brigade, 
"assisted by some other troops," whose designations he does not give. 
Gen. Humphreys, in his admirable and claaaic history of the great Virginia 
campaign, evidently following Hanoock's authority, says : 

Col. Carroll, of Gibbon's Division, had hie brigade near at hand, and was 
ordered by Gen. Birney to drive them out, which he did, moving forward at 
double quick. Gen. Hancock's dispatch referring to this says that both the 
attack and counter attack were of the handsomest kind, etc. 

Now, Gen. Hnmphreys was the last man in the world to be intention- 
ally unfair. But there is reliable testimony to show that the &' some other 
troops" mentioned casually by Gen. Hancock bore a gallant share in the 
work of restoring the line, and that they were Fifth Corps troops, too. 
Hence, in view of the fact that this affair was to the Wilderneas what the 
repulse of Pickett was to Gettysburg, it is no more than right that all who 
participated should get their just dues in history, As the Battery did not 
go with Wadsworth down to the Plank Road on the, 6th of May, the writer 
a u l d  have no knowledge of this affair based upon pemnal observation; 



bu t  several comradea of the Seamd (Rice's) Brigade of Wa&worthls iH- 
vision, knowing of my intention to prepare this sketch, have ssked me to. 
etate all  the facte. Several of them, including Capt. E. R. Graham, 56th 
Pennsylvania, Brigade I m p e h r ,  have written detailed mxtunta, but  lack 
of apsce compels me to condense their information. 

The fade nre that Col. Hofmann, commanding Rice's Brigade, was. 
ordered by Han& in person to retake the breastwork in his front, m d  did 
eo i n  a terrific charge, hurling the  exultant Confederates pell-mell out of the.  
works and capturing quite a number. 

The kcond  (Rice's) Brigade of Wadsworth's Division was composed of '  
the 14th Brooklyn, 76th, 95th and 147th New York and 56th Pennsylvani& 
It was one of the smallest brigades i n  the Fifth Corps numericelly, going 
into the Wildernese with between 1,900 and 2,000 mnsketa, but  its loeiw~ 
May 5 and 6 aggregated 672, among whom were 38 officera Capt. Hugunin, 
of the 147th New York, in a letter to the author, gives a graphic and faithful 
account of what was about the everage experience of thousands. H e  ssys : , 

The 147th New York waa on the left of the brigade, and my company next 
to the left of the regiment. Bkirmishers were out, but n6 firing. The Colonel 
came and took the left company and sent them in as skirmiehers, directing. 
them to extend out to the left. They were hardly out of sight, and the Colonel 
only about 60 or 80 feet in front, when the crash came, and the Colonel (Frank. 
C. Miller) fell, shot through the body, and was taken prboner, and did not m. 
turn till the close of the war. We afterward heard from some of our wounded 
skirmishers who lay on the fleld that the Rebels advanced, without skirmish- 
ers, in four lines, the first flring and lying down, the other lines walking over 
and successively flring. Nothlng could stand it. We fired once and then were 
blown away. I lost four killed and flve wounded and we never saw a Rebel ; 
the brush waa so thick. We struck the command about a) rode back. When 
I got to them they were in line; the fact was, I was ashamed to  run, not seeing . 
any one. I informed the Lieutenant-Colonel that the Colonel was shot. BY 
thia time they were on us again. We had only one line. We f ied  better now, 
as we took to trees and hung on longer, but were pushed back by force of 
numbers. We now heard flring on every side. We would rally and flre and 

. fall back, but could keep no line for the brush. Flnally, three Captains of our 
regiment found ourselvss together, with a few of our men, some 40 altogether, 
esoh one looking for the regiment and the colors. While consulting the Adju- 
tant  joined us. We were lost, or the regiment a t  least was lost, for we could 
not flnd it. Our men gathered around us like a flock of sheep waiting for salt. 
There was Capt. James Coey, afterward Postmaster a t  Ban Francisco for eight 
years and Major-General of California Militia; Cnpt. A. R. Penfleld, a t  present 
Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of New York, Grand Army of the 
Republic; Adj't H. H. wman ,  the Collector of the Port of Oswego, N. Y., and 
the writer. I waa the oldest man, but junior omcer, and knowing the temper 
of our fleld oflicers I thought they had gone to  the front. But where was the 
front 7 We heard a sputtering on all sides and mnny bullets came eround. I 
flnally proposed to form line and advance to  what I thought was the front. 
The Adjutant thought the regiment was in just the opposite direction; so, 
when we started in a northerly direction, he went douth. Lieut. Esmond 
lltsrted with him, but after going a few rods started off alone more to the left. 
He said he had hardly left the Adjutant before he saw him taken prisoner and 
give up hissword; and just 15 years afterward, while Sheriff of OswegoCounty, 
N. Y., It was returned to him by the Rebel oacer, and they have several times 
exchanged friendly visits. 



Our three companiea advanced some half a mile and oame upon four com- 
panies of Pennsylvania Reserves standing in line a t  &'order arms," under the 
command of a Lieutenant-Colonel, who waa walkhg back and forth in their 
front. We joined their right and aligned on them. We asked the offioer what 
he was doing there and where the army waa. He replied he did not know; he 
was waiting for orders. I aaked if he had a skirmish line out. He eaid no. 80 
I directed some of our men to go out some 200 yards and see if they could h d  
anything in front; not to fire, but reconnoiter and come back and report. The 
way I assumed oommand was a caution, and later I would not have dared to 
do so. Our videts soon returned, having found a line in front. I said to Capt. 
Coey, who waa the senior, "Jimmey, that Lieutenant-Colonel acts rather nerv- 
ous, and I don't want to  Btsy under him ; you take command of us and ask him 
t o  let us go and rejoin our regiment." We were afterward told by Bome Rebel 
prisoners that they were making preparations to take thoee companies prison- 
ers when they saw us ooming, and waited to get us, too, and as we left they 
closed in and took those four companies without firing a shot. We thought 
we fell back in a southerly direction to  the place where we entered the woods. 
A s  we fell back we found the leaves on i re ,  and some one calling to  our left. 
We went there and found a Rebel with a broken leg. We scraped away the 
leaves around him and gave him a canteen of water. Near him was one of our 
men in a similar fix, and we did the same for him; i t  wae all we oould do. 
Starting on, we ran 'lnto a Rebel regiment or brigade behind an old brush 
fence; the line was at  right angles.to our line of retreat and on the left. Capt. 
Coey went a rod or so toward them and said, "Who are you?" An o i ce r  
stepped out and said, "Rebs." We then broke lnto a trot and swept along their 
entire front. I suppose they did not 5m, because they thought they had us 
sure. As I jumped over a log I almost stepped on a Rebel lying oloee to  it. I 
reached down, rolled him over and said, '' Hello, Johnny, are you hurt? " He 
made some reply, and I, having more urgent business, put on after the boys. 
We now met four men of our regiment without arms; we stopped and asked 
them where they were going and what they were doing without arms. They 
mid that right over there, not more than 10 rods, a Rebel officer had taken 

. away their guns and sent them to the rear; that they were prisoners, and that 
we were inside the Rebel lines and oould not get out. We told them we gueseed 
not much, and to  look around and find some guns and go out with us. We then 

.called our men around us and gave them the altuation, and asked them if they 
would stand by us to  break through and make a hole somewhere. They eaid 
they would. So we advanced a little ways to  where our men said they were 
disarmea, and sure enough there was a skirmish line facing us and a mounted 
o i c e r  riding along the line. Of coure we halted, and I directed some of my 
men to  fire a t  the oicer,  but he was not hit. We then turned squarely to  the 
left, following down their skirmbh line on a trot, thinking we would get out 
of the corner before they closed up. As we were trotting along now without 
any formation I became aware of some one a t  my side, and looklng up Waa 
rather surprised to  see a tall, bne-looking young man in gray, with a carbine 
on his shoulder, trotting along with me. He was smifing, and I said, "Hello, 
Johnny, are you going out with us?" E e  said he reckoned so, but the next 
moment he was missing, and I saw him no more. I think we must have N n  
over a mile when we came out to a clearing, which we entered, and soon saw 
"Old Glory" some 50 rods to our left around a cornor of the woods, which 
proved to be our brigade and regiment. We had been given up as lost. This 
was  about 4 o'clock, and at  5 we were put lnto the woods again to  find the 
.enemy, whom we found about dark. When the brigade fell back they entered 
the clearing from where we started, and our brigade commander seeing some 
troops on a knoll a little to the left, and thlnking they were ours, tded to rally 
his brigade on them, but soon found they were Rebels. 

Some time afIer the war I became acquainted in both social and pro- 



M o n a l  relations with Gen. Charlea W. Field, who commanded the be 
ond Division of Longstreet's Corps in that campaign and to the end. A t  
my reqneat Gen. Field hss courteonsly prepared the following sketch o f '  
the Confederate operations a t  the theis of the battle of the Wilderness on 
Hancock7s front the 6th of May. It will be found not only vivid in  nar- 
ration but of great historial value. I n  his private letter accompanying it 
the General playfully mys thst "it msy go to history as his oillcial report 
of that operation : 

Kershaw's and my division, of Longstreet's C o w  (F'iokett not joining for,, 
eome days later), arrived within about twomiles of the Wilderneaa after a f a -  
uing and rapid march over the Catharpin Road on the evening of May 5, biv-. 
ouacking about two miles apart. After the divlelon had settled to rest about 11' 
p.m. I waa dtreoted tooooupy, early the next morning, the position held by Hetb 
and Wilcox. Letting my tired people rest, I broke camp a t  2 o'clook a. m. a n d  
moved a c r w  the country for the Orange Plank Road, striking i t  a t  Parker's, 
Store about daylight. The head of Kershaw's Division waaobserved approach- 
ing in oolumn. We moved together in parallel oolumns down the mad, and 
very soon were met by broken squads of Confederates coming to the rear, in- 
oreasing with the augmented fire and cheers of the pursuing Federals. The 
Texaa Brigade was quickly put into line, followed by Benning's, of Georgia, 
and Law's, of Alabama, on the left of the road, and Jenkins's, of South Caro- 
lina, and Anderson's, of Qeorgia, on the right. Each brigade advanced to the 
attack aa soon as in line of battle, and the Texaa Brigade, being in front, was 
the first to lead off, when this Incident of ite refusing to permit Gen. Lee to. 
lead occurred. The moment waa oritioal, and the splendid courage of that 
brigade and Benning's gave the first check, and being quickly followed by my 
other brigades and Kershaw on my right the onset of the Federals was  
arrested. They were finally driven back a few hundred yards with heavy loss. 
to both parties. For the next two hours the 5ghting to the right and left of 
the Plank Road was very .severe but without deoisive results, the casualties 
being heavy, Gens. Benning and Law, of my Division, being among t,he 
wounded. About this time Gen. Longstreet informed me that some troops had' 
been sent around to threaten the Federal left flank, and a t  a ooncerted signal 
I waa to attack vigorously his front. All being in readiness a t  the appointed: 
moment the plan succeeded, the enemy was dislodged from hie slight breast-  
works and withdrew beyond our fire. 

We all thought then the battle waa won, and i t  waa won, but a fatal error. 
oommitted in not following i t  up promptly lost its fruite. The enemy in my 
front having passed out of sight and hearing my division, compoeed of Gregg's,. 
Law's and Benning's Brigades in line of battle on the left of the Plank Road, 
Anderson'son the right and Jenkins's in oolumn on the road,with Gens. Lee and 
Longstreet a t  its head, moved rapidly forward to flnd him. As Gens. Lee and 
Longstreet joined me a t  the front the latter seized my hand and congratu- 
lated me on the brilliant work just done. As we rode chatting down the road 
Qen. Lee and myself etopped a moment to have a log and rail obetruction re- 
moved from it, Longstreet and Brig.-Gen. Jenkins with their staffs continuing 
on. They had gotten 50 yards ahead when a volley from the woods on the 
right waa delivered, inetantly killing Jenkins and several of his staff and cou- 
riers, and seriously wounding Longstreet in the right shoulder. We soon 
learned that this fire came from our own troope- Mahone's Brigade, I think - 
whlch had been employed in the flank movement and approaching the Plank 
Road on a perpendicular line had in the underbrush mistaken Longstreet for.  
the retirlng Federals. Longetreet being lifted from his horse and propped 
againet a tree, awaiting a eurgeon and stretoher, directed me to take command 
of the oorpa and push ahead. 



I74 THE CASSOSEEB. 

Had this movement been made promptly, I have always believed Grant 
would have been driven across the Rapidan before night. but Gen. Lee was 
present and ordered that our line, which wa6 nearly a right Bngle (my divleion 
being the base and Kershaw'e and the other flankingforce the perpendicular), 
.should first be straightened. The ditllculty of manuvering through the brush 
made this a tedious operation, eo that when we did advance, with large rein- 
.fomemente from Ewell's Corps placed under my orders, the enemy was found 
.awaiting us behind new breastworks and thoroughly prepared and expecting 
,us. Nevertheless the seesult was gallantly made, and at one point at least his 
breastworks temporarily taken by a part of my division. We were, however, 
.too weak to hold them against their reinfommente and wed compelled to 
fall back, leaving some wounded and prisoners in the works, amow them 
,Col. Van H. Manning, of the 8d Arkanem regiment, serving in the Texas Bri- 
.&fade. 

n o u g h  several later attempte on that part of the field were made, the 
!spirit animatinp our earliest effort was wanting and no serious advantase was 
gained. Among the many killed and wounded which were left in our rear as we 
gained ground to the front was the ohivalrousGen. Wadsworth, of New York. 
'Though mortally wounded and unable to articulate, he was apparently con- 
,scious, and it ie a pleasing refleotlon that myself and assooiatee did all in our 
power to alleviate hia sufferings. He was tenderly propped against a trea and 
provided with water, and every attention and reepect shown him which kind- 

. n w  oould suggest. The battle was really ended on the Bth, for though there 
was some desultory firing on the 7th there was never a eerious and oombined 
.effort made on either side. 

The battle of the Wilderness was unique in military history. Never 
'before had so great a battle been fought on such ground or under an& cir 
mmstancee. Tactically it did not reflect much credit on any of the Genera4 
Union or Confederate. It was throughout a "soldier's battle," and, so long 
;as history endme, it will stand ss a marvellolls though melancholy evi- 
dence of the conrage, fortitude m d  devotion of the American race embattled. 
We had lost heavily, but ao had the Johnnies, and, as it proved, we could 
&ord it better than they could. Ae a factor in the general result: my de- 
-liberate conclusion is that the battle of the Wilderness was a disaster to the 
Rebel mum on the whole. They had mede the most of their advantages of 
- p i t i o n  and the nature of the ground ; they had fought better than ever 
before, and though we were considerably superior to them in total numbera 
t,he peculiarity of the situation-broken country and thick brush, where 
every wood-road and cow-path was well known to them and strange to our 
troop-largely neutralized this advantage. We lost more men than they 
did ; but their loasea were larger than ours, reckoned by percentage of num- 
bers engaged. And we wnld repair onr losses, while they c o d  not replace 
their dead and dimbled men. Hence the battle of the Wilderness waa to 
all intents rtnd pnrpoees a defeat for the Rebels, estimated in the light of 
,subeequeut eveute. 

There are no exact oflcial data as to the Confederate loeeee in the Wil- 
derness. From such fragmentary reports as are extant, m d  estimating the 
whole upon the basis of percentages deduced from the fragments, it appears 
that their loss was between 11,500 and 12,000 men, or about 18 to 19 per 
.cent. of those engaged. 



m E S  IK THE WILDEEXE~S. 

The losses of the Army of the Potomac were aa follows : , 

BECOXD CORPS. 
First Division.. ................................................ 881 
Second Division.. ............................................ 1 3 7  
Third Division ............................................... 2 , m  
Fourth Division.. ........................................... 099 
Artillery Brigade.. .......................................... 11 - 5,m 

FIFTH CORPS. 

Nret Division.. ............................................. 1.748 
1 ............................................ Becond Division.. 792 

Third Division.. ............................................. 573 
Fourth Division .......................................... 2,007 
Artillery Brigade.. .......................................... 11 - 6,lm 

BIXTR CORM. 

Nrst Division... ............................................ 1,028 
Seoond Division.. ............................................ 2,991 
Third Division ............................................... 991 
Artillery Brigade.. ......................................... 22 - 

CAVALRY CORPS. 
5,032 

FYret Division ............................................... 815 
Second Division ............................................. 161 
Third Division ........................................... 229 
HomsArtillery ............................................ 5 - 710 ............................ Total Reserve Artillery.. bB - 

Total Army of the Potomac.. ....................... 16,018 
KINTH CORPS. 

Nrat Division .............................................. 685 
Second Division ............................................ Clss 
Third Division... ........................................... 621 
Cavalry Brigade .......................................... 13 
Provisional Brigade.. ...................................... 9 - l , W  , - 

Grand total Union losses.. ........................... 17,055 

These fignres are official, and are those which will appear in the War 
Records when publiabed. 

During May 7 we remained all day in the positions occupied at  the 
pcloee of the Wilderness battle, engaged in drawing and cooking rations, 
repairing damages, etc., and about 9 o'clock that night the Fifth Corps 
moved out on the B m k  Road for Spottsylvania Courthouse. The batteries 
marched with the divisions. The night waa very dark, and the infantry 
straggled to such an extent that it was 1 o'clock of May 8 before the lest 
battery, Rittenhouse's, left the Lacey H o w .  From that time until b y -  
light the rear of the column did not make more than half a mile an hour. 
About 6:30 a. m., our wvalry being held in check by the enemy, Robin- 
son's Division, with Martin's and Breck's Batteries, followed by GrifHn, 
with Mink's, Phillips's and Richardson's Batteries, moved past the atv- 



dry and pnshed on about three-fourths of a mile beyond the Aleop House. 
Breckls Battery waa left in poaition on the high ground cloee to this honee, 
while Cspt. Martin moved to the front with his battery and went into 
position on the right of the Maryland Brigade near the point of woods 
where Gen: Sedgwick fell the day after, end where the two branchee of the 
road which separate in the rear of the A h p  Honee again come together. 
Capt. Martin here brought his battery into poeition and fired solid shot 
into the woods on the opposite rise to enable our infantry to gain posses- 
sion of it, but failin in this, and Robineon's infantry being driven back, 
the battery fell b a c k L t h  them by the right-hand md, about hidfa mile, 
to a emall knoll which commanded the valley of e little stresm running 
from our right into the Po. In  the withdrawal of his battery a p t  
Martin received a severe wound in the back of his neck, just grszing 
the spine, end the command of the battery devolved upon Lieut. Wal- 
cott. 

The other divisions aa they ceme up were formed on the right and leR 
of the Alsop House, about a qnarter of a mile to ite front, end Mink and 
Richardson took poeition around the house. An attempted advence of the 
enemy waa checked a t  this point with the aid of the fire of these batteries, 
and on the arrival of the rest of the corps snd Wrightls Division, of the 
Sixth, our line was again pushed forward to the point first gained, which 
continued to be the salient of our line through the remainder of the battle. 
The batteries were now diapoeed ae follows : Breckls, Mink's and Richard- 
son's in position on the right of the main-Brock-road, commanding the 
little valley leading to the Po, Richardson relieving Walcott, who joined 
our Battery then advancing, and the two moved forward to the position 
from which Robinson's Division had recently been driven Robinson's 
attack had evidently bean aimply a feeler, as &n Warren, accompanied by 
some of his at& and Stewart, Mink and Martin of the battery commanders, 
had reconnoitered down the road on the arrival of the head of column in 
the morning. They had discovered that the enemy wae busy intrenching 
across the Brock Road in front of Spindler'a H o w ,  where the road to the 
"Old Courthoneen forks with the Bra&, and that they had guns in position 
there. This position, as we aRerwad learned to our ooet, was very adven- 
tageom. I t  seemed that Gen. Warren did not e t  firat sp$rehend the 
strength of the Rebel position. He had Gen. Merritt dismount some of 
his cavalry end form them off to the right of the old road as flankers, 
and then proceeded to &essult the enemyla works with Robinson's 
Division, Gen. Warren leading the troop in person in his full-dress 
Major-Generalla W o r m ,  Baeh and all, and mounted on his big dapple- 
gray charger. 

Gen. W i n  waa badly wounded, and his troop driven back in 
mme confusion about the Alsop H o w .  Gen. Warren did not aeem to pro- 
ceed with hiR U B I ~  caution here. The march the night before had been 
very hard and fatiguing to the infantry, who not only marched several 
milea, but had been compelled to help clear the road of t m a  that the 



Rebels had felled acroae it in their retreat ; and, a5 this was early in the 
morning, they had not rested a bit, except to breakfast on hardtack, pork 
rtnd cold water, there having been no chance to make coffee. 

BRer the war I met Gen. Warren at  the h%bitt H o w ,  in Wa8hin@n, 
and, having known him before, said verg mnch t h w  things to him. He 
said that hie idea was then that the Rebels had only reached that point the 
eeme morning, or late that night, and eo he thought they could not have 
intrenched mnch, end hence the best thing to do was to attack t,hem a t  
once, before they could get a chance to dig. But if he had known that 
they had been there all night, as was afterward clearly ascertained, he 
would have attacked with the artillery first and put the infantry in after- 
ward. However, d te r  the repnlee of Robinson's Division, it was apparent 
that t,hey would have to be pretty well ahakeh up with mrtillery before 
infastry could do anything, eo o m  and Martin's (Walcottls) Massacha- 
eeth Battery were now ordered np eome dietance beyond the Alsop House, 
forming an b i l l e ry  skirmish line of 12 gnna, and opened with spherical 
case at  a ''2-8eCOnd range1)-that is to my, about 800 ysrde-on 12 or 14 
gnna of the enemy, well posted. Just back of the lllsop H o w  the Brock 
Road forks, making what the inhabitant9 them d l e d  the "old road " and 
the ' ' new road." The "new road is the essterly one of the two. They 
come together again just before reaching the Spindler H o w ,  where the 
Rebels had made their earthwork across the road, with redoubta in the 
form of baetiona raking ita front or taking the road from either aide en 
eeharpe. In the- works they had their gnus mounted, and long flanking 
bmahvorks on either aide fnll of infantry. The thick brush came up  
close to the "old road, l 1  on the weat, while the "new dl" on the east, 
ran along the bank of a little ravine or gully formed by a rivulet that headed 
right in front of the Rebel works, and ran north into the Ny. The spaca 
between the two roads was mostly an "old field," with little clumps of 
6tunt pine and jack-oak trees, all bare and desolate, as if good for nothing 
except to fight a battle on. The place where we unlimbered was unfhvor- 
able. The ground roee a little in our front, eo that we could not see the 
Rebels' heads over the low mat. We would have done our work better if 
we had gone on the higher ground to our right and unlimbered there, 
though, of conrse, that would have brought na within easy musket range 
of their flanking works, which was not the case where we were. However, 
the old Battery was used to ''easy musket range," and we always had s 
prtiality for point-blank busineta. Be this 8e it may, we went in here 
and opened with case, sighting the guns to graze the low crecrt in our front. 
The enemy replied with spirit, and one of the firat men hit in the Battery 
was Lieut Thomas Goodman, commanding the left section. Lieut. Good- 
= had recently joined us, and was only serving with om Battery tem- 
pararily. He was a volunteer officer from one of the Jersey brttteriee. 

Bs the firing began he said something to Serglt Thorpe or Sanborn, and 
had hardly got the words out of hie mouth when he was hit, fell mortally 
wimnded, and died a few b y e  a f t e m .  The practice was very difficult. 

Itd 
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, If we cleated the treat in our front the case shot would either explode in the 
air or go Clem over. Hence it waeneeaeiq to 'lgraze" them and let them 

explode aa they stmck, which 
wonld aend their bulleta and 
frapenta tumbling in on top 
of the Rebels in their re- 
donbta This, as any arti- 
lerist knows, is the very 
hardeat kind of practice. If 

I the crest ie cloae to you, all 
you have to do is reduce your 
powder charge tin YOU 

the exact mge, and then you 
can drop your shells or csse 
right on top of them, mortar- 
fsshion. But in this affsir 
the crest wae close to the 
Rebels and distant from ns, 
so that we conldn't make 
"mortar-practice," but, as 

c&G above stated, had to explode 
ourcamahot "on thegraze," 

DEATH OF LIEUT. GOOD~AR.  to do any execntion. 
On the contrary, the Rebels had a chance of "mortar-practice" at  ns, 

aa above explained, and they certainly made the most of it. However, we 
rapidly got the upper hand ae soon as we established our range, and in 
about half an hour they ceased to reply. GrifEn's Division waa now 
brought forward again, and we limbered up and took a new position to Our 
right of the east road, cloae to the edge of the woode snd near the cFegt of 
the high ground, where we proceeded to shell the enemy's -try in their 
breastworks prepamtory to Gen. Grillin's attack 

At this point, ae we were on the high ground where there were no 
springs or brooks, wewem distreseed for want of water, our csnteens haring 
been emptied during the night march and at  brestrfast in the morning. 
Besides, we could not replenish our bucketa with water to epong with. So 
some of our men went off to the right, where there was a little hollow, in 
which it was supposed water could be fonnd. They found both water and 
fire ; for the enemy had come out of his trenches, and hie skimishem at- 
tacked this pnrty, wounding and capturing one of them - "Brig" John- 
son - who never came back, and who was said to have ended his days amid 
the homm of Anderaonville some time afterwad. "Brig " waa s good, 
honest fellow, brave and faithful, and as hi time wonld have bees out in 
a few weeks hi fate was particularly hard. 

At this time i t  wae apparent that Gen. Warren intended to repeet hia 
fwault with the infantry. Bartlett'e Veteran Brigade now defiled into the 
edge of the brash, past our right, deployed out toward the dashed woods on 



the left h n t  of the Rebel works, and in five minutes that eternal crash of 
musketry began again. We could now eee that the enemy had pulled his 
guns out of his advanced works and wee poeitioning them in the heavier 
retrenched work in his second line, leaving only infastry in his old works 
at  the forks of the road. That Bartlett would have taken this line at  the 
first dash is certain but for the slashing. Some of his men did get into the 
enemy's works on their right, but had to get out again in consequence of 
the others not being able to get through the dashing. I t  was eaid that the 
16th Michigan had their colora planted on the enemy's b m t w o r k  for aome 
minutea in this charge. The late Congresman Jsmes Laird, of Nebraska, 
then a private aoldier in the 16th Michigan, is my authority for thia 

Comrade Joseph B. Potter, Rergemt 83d Pennsylvania, says of this 
charge : 

In forming for the charge our line was not' parallel to that of the Rebels, 
but our right too much advanced. The 16th Michigan, being upon the right, 
struek the Rebel line ahead of us and the 44th New York, yet there ww no 
break in our line, as mlght be inferred from the description given by Mr. Lsfrd. 
That we were there is shown by my diary giving the names of a2 killed, BM 
wounded and I missing out of a roll of 520 in the whole regiment. My oom- 
pany (H) had 18 reported missing. Of that 16 there were five returned to us. 
being reoaptured by our cavalry at Trevillian Station, while the other 10 have 
never been heard from, and the same ratio for the regiment added to the Billed 
would make it  74 killed and 204 wounded, out of a possible 520, in less than a0 
minutea. 1 it is remembered that neither army ever had possemion of that 
deld ; that the dead were not buried until the close of the war (a year after- 
ward). I think it should be conceded that those forever miesing should be 
alassed a8 killed, for no aoourate list of the killed ever was or ever could have 
been made. 

e n .  Bartlett himself hae eaid to the author that his brigade took a 
few prisoners from eome part of these works. But, on the whole, Bartlett 
wee repnlsed from the Rebel main line, though his t m p e  and those of 
Ayres did not retire very far, but took up and intrenched our line on the 
crest, which was held during the rest of the fighting about Spottsylvania 
Courthouse. At night om Battery wee withdrawn to an inner line nearer 
our first position. 

The h t  b y  of Spottsylvania was over. Night settled down on the 
scene, and a cold, drizzling rain fell nearly till morning. Our losses were 
three men killed, three mortally wounded, and eight or 10 wounded, of 
whom six were disabled, besides five or six others slightly hit. The phe- 
nomenally large percentage of killed to wounded was due to the fact that 
the casualties were all from artillery h, all the men hit being struck by 
eolid shot or piecea of shell or case hot .  Lieut. Goodman was hit in the 
head, and fell after w r i n g  about 10 feet. As soon as Lieut. aoodman 
fell, Stewart, who, with all his courage and even ferooity in battle, could 
never bear to see one of his men die, turned and went out of the section 
toward the right of the Battery. But Goodman got right up, and, though 
his head was bleeding, appeared to be not badly hurt. The ball had just 
gmzed his head without penetrating the skull. It was doubtless one of 
the flying miseiles from an exploding case shot. Serg't Thorpe, com- 



manding the No. 1 gun of the left &ion, picked up Goodmm'n's cap and 
handed it to him. The shot had driven the cmecmmon~ of the artillery 
clear through the cap. Goodman took the cap, thauked Berg% Thorpe for 
his attention, and said, laughingly, "Itls only a mtch, but i t  waa a close 
call." Then he almoet instantly fainted, He wss then taken to the reas, 
and died in a few daga 

I was knocked down in our flrst poeition by the air conenasion of a 
shell, which exploded almoet in my face, killed one man and wounded 
several others, but waa not hurt, except a queer numbness about my head 
and temporary deafness. One man's head was partly shot off, and he wae 
a frightful spectacle ! You could distinctly eee the fiagmenta of hia skull 
fly ! He must have been etrnck in the face by an unexploded shell or solid 
shot, and never knew what pnrt him. He was not one of our own men, 
but belonged to an infantry regiment in Robinson's Division, and being 
separated from his command had come into the Battery. From letters, 
etc., in his blouse pocket his name was aecehined to be Paul Winegar, 
but the number of his regiment has pa& from my memory. This com- 
brtt a t  Spottsylvania was a regular LLalugging match" between brttteries, 
with the advantage of position and lay of the ground largely in favor of 
the enemy. He served his guns rayidly and well, but many of his CUB 

shot and shell howled jnst over our heade or tore up the ground in our 
midst without bursting. Maj. Dnpre, late of the Confederate army, who 
was then serving in one of the batteries opposed to ns, eays that their fuses 
were nearly all bad, so that their shell and case were little better than solid 
shot would have been ; whereas, he mys, nearly every one of our case shot 
burat right in their faces, so .that, notwithetanding that they were partially 
covered by the slight redonbta they had made during the latter part of the 
night, we soon made the position untenable. 

In this action Stewart had abundant opportunity to show his skill ae 
an artillerist. He got hurt in one leg some way, probably by a stone torn 
up by a gnuzing shot, or perhape a piece of spent shell, but paid no atten- 
tion to it. He limped along from gun to gun, instructing the Gunners and 
praising the Cannoneers. He would watch a shot, and when he eaw the 
dirt fly from the crest where the shot grazed and then exploded he would 
slap the Gunner on the back and tell him, "You've got her just right, now, 
my son ; keep her right there ! l 1  He got a brevet of Captain for that day's 
service, and we always conaidered the work of the 3hWry the first day 
of Spottayl~ania ee the finest piece of purely artillery practice under diffi- 
culties of position and ground that it had ever made. 

Stewart wee very proud of our performance the 8th of May. Prior to 
that time the history of the Battery had been mainly rough-and-tumble 
iights with infantry at  close quarters, which involved mmple "slugging " 
with double canister, aa at  Antietam and Gettysbnrg, with very little o p  
portnnity for nice artillery practice. At Fredericksburg the Battery had 
engaged the enemy's artillery at  a fair rasge, ctnd had driven one of his 
batteriea out of action after dismounting one of his grins and blowing up 



a caiseon or two. But this fight a t  Spottaylvania was purely an artillery 
combat, undisturbed by infantry h, except occaeional pot-shota by sharp 
shooters a t  very long range, which had little effect. It was fought under 

of position and ground calculated to bring into play all the 
skill and precision that an artillergman can command. The enemy was 
screened from point-blank fire by an elevation in his front, and was, be- 
sides, protected by slight epaulementa of earth and logs, which he had 
thrown up during the previous night, while we had no prohtion whatever. 
On all  aides there waa universal praise for the behavior of the Battery- 
from Gens. Warren, G W ,  Cutler, BmtJett, A p  and Wainwripht, Chief 
of Artillery of the Afth Corps. Walcottls 3d B+sa&usetb Battery, in 
line with us, though a t  some little distance, was also superbly served, 
though, as i t  wae not in such an ex@ position aa we were in, and, be- 
sides, as the enemy seemed to concentrate his h more on us, the Bay 
State boys did not suft'er as much as we did. Stewart wrote a very fine 
report of this engagement, mentioning a good many of the boys and call- 
ing Gen. Wainwright's attention to their conduct. This report unfortu- 
nately is not on fie among the War Records, and Capt. Stewart tells me 
that the copy of i t  which he retained was destroyed by fh some years 
ago. A protracted artiiery duel such a8 we had at  Spottaylvania, is by no 
means so stirring an event as a cloeequarter fight with charging infantry, 
like the Gettysburg Railroad Cut or the Antietam Cornfield, and hence 
does not admit of such vivid description. When a bat- is 5ghting in- 
fantry in that way it  is simply an exchange of double canister for mus- 
ketry, and while in q c h  casea the casualtities are almost always severe if the 
infantry stands up to its work well, the conditions of the fight will be ex- 
citing and inspiring to the Cannoneers, so that tbey will not, for the time 

- 
being, realize the frill extent of their danger, but will be absorbed by a 
desire to destroy the infantry in their front. For this reagon a w e l l - t d e d  
battery always appeam at  ita best when d t i n g  an infantry charge or 
when etandi  up to ita work against a heavy and destructive fire of in- 
fantry under cover at  cloee range. Such situations stir the blood of the 
most sluggish Cannoneer, nerve him to almost incredible deeds snd make 
him oblivious of his peril. There is nothing that can stir the latent hero- , 
ism of a Cannoneer like the sight of the wsisebelta of the enemy's infantry 
coming on ! Then the only thing he has to do is to chuck in the canister 
as fast as he can and get it out again as qniok as he can without blowing 
No. 1 from the muzzle. 

But you get none of the beneat of this excitement when fighting bat- 
t e n ~  a t  fair range in an artillery duel pure and simple. I f  they are in 
plain sight it is better. But if they are screened fmm you so that you 
m o t  see your foe, as was the case with us a t  Spotteylvanie, whereby your 
range and tke m u l t  of y o u  ibe can be judged only by ita evident effect 
on the enemy, every man in the battery, from Captain to Cannoneer, is 
subjected to a great mental and moral strain, without the compensating 
effecte of excitement or enthusiasm. On such owasions the guns will be 



loaded carefully, often reducing the chargea by spilling some of the pow- 
der on the ground. If firing shell or awe there may be a debate between 
the Sergeant and the Gunner abont the time of the fnse. Then there may 
be another debate about the elevation of the piece. In the meantime the 
air above yon will be blue with the mingled flame and smoke of the enemy's 
shells ; hia ricochet shot will be filling your eyes full of dirt ; his exploding 
case will be killing or wounding your comrdes in every direction. But 
you mnst stick to your post in perfectly cold blood, without the slightest 
inspiring or exciting circumstance. If you are killed it  will be by a solid 
shot taking your head off, or tearing out your vitals, or cutting you in 
two; if wounded, it will be by jagged pieces of iron shell tearing your 
poor body in agonidni gashes, or by the equally horrible holes nlade by 
the flying ounce balls with which the case shot are filled ! On the whole, 
it is alwaye eaaier for a battery to face infantry a t  close quarters, with 
all the attendrwit excitement and enthusiasm of such a fight, than to stand 
up under a cold-blooded and methodical cannonade such as that of Spott- 
sylvania. 

One of the touching incidents of this slaughter a t  Spottsylvania was the 
death of Isaac Vandicar, from the 24th Michigan. He had been the Cap 
tain's Orderly for some time, ssd as such had taken care of "Old Tartar," 
who was Pwrtys esteemed one of the most important and meritorions 
"comrades" in the Battery. Ike was serving as No. 5 on one of the gum 
in the left section, and an exploding caea shot literally made a seive of 
him-no lew than four of the missiles hitting the poor boy. He was 
struck in the face, breast, abdomen and groin by shot, P I  from the same 
case. Some of the boys started to carry him away in a blanket, when he 

- said, "IwanttoseetheOldMan!" 
They d e d  Stewart, who atme to him snd said, "Van, my poor boy, 

what can I do for yon ? 
"Nothing, Captain, " replied Ike, with perfect composure, ' I  I know 

I mnst die, but I wanted to my good-by to you, and I want yon to see that 
'Old Tartar ' has good cam after I am gone ! " 

Stewart wrung Ikels dying hand, turned away from him and when he 
m e  into our section, though it was in the very hottest of the fight, he 
was visibly affected. 

This "first night of Spotteylvanian was a gloomy one. Every man 
. knew that the Fifth Corps had suffered a sanguinary repulse of a despemte 

aesadt, or series of assaults, by Robineon's, Grifhls  and Crawford's Divis- 
ions in succession, and that the Artillery Brigade -particularly Stewart's, 
Walcott's, Mink's and Phillip's Batteries -had lost aeverely. Our own 
loas included three of our best asd brightest boys, all killed in their tracks- 
Billy Irving, Anee Jillson and Ike Vandim-and Lieut. Goodman mortally 
wounded. All these boys were particular favorites with the Captain, and 
Vandicar had been his personal Orderly for a long time. Stewart attempted 
to make a little speech to the Battery that night a t  14 call, which was his 
invariable custom &r a battle, complimenting his boys on their conduct 



rtnd expressing his appreciation of the way they had stood by him. Hie 
voice was husky with emotion, and when he mme to speak of the soldierly 
virtue8 of those who had fallen he choked up entirely and had to quit. It 
waa a very sad occasion. 

Thomas Goodman waa the only volunteer officer who ever served with 
the Battery. He had been an old Regular before the war ; then c&111e out 
in 1661 as a Sergeant in the 6th Jersey ; was promoted to a Lieutenantcy, 
and, having been in the old artillery, was transferred to one of the Jersey 
batteries, where he sewed until his assignment to us. He was a trim-built 
mas, jnst abont my eize at that time, though he was not quite as stocky in 
build as I was, and probably weighed not over 150. He was full of energy 
and intensely proud of his assignment to our old Battery. Capt. Stewart, 
in a letter to me, says : "Among officers, Goodman was inclined to be reti- 
cent, and during the time he waa with M I never succeeded in learning 
much abont his history. He considered his sssignment to our Battery as a 
promotion, and it seemed very sad to have him cut off so soon. Had he 
been spared he would have made a brilliant career with ns." 

But Goodman was not reticent in dealing with the men ; on the con- 
trary, his chief delight was to be among them and to converse with them. 
Short as was his stay with us, he had made a close personal acquaintance 
with every man in his section, learning all about where he was from, taking 
an interest in his affsirs, inquiring when he had head from home, and if 
the folks were well, and all such little attentions which win the affections 
of soldiers for an officer. All of UE took a great intereat in his condition 
that night, and after the Battery's position was established on Griffin'sline 
and the fighting appeared to be over for the day, Stewart left the Battery 
temporarily under command of McBride and rode back to the field hospital, 
taking Thorpe with him, I believe, to see how poor Goodman was getting 
along. He came back about roll-call time much encouraged, and told ns 
that while the contusion in his head waa more severe than waa a t  first s u p  
posed, i t  waa not neceeaarily dangerous, and he would doubtless recover and 
rejoin us soon ; but he died in a few daya The shock, it was mid, ruptured 
a blood vessel in the brain and the internd hemorrhage killed him. In 
character, Goodman was a very thorough and precise soldier, and always 
wanted every duty done promptly and fully. But his manner was very 
pleasant and winning, and in giving orders he always spoke in an ordinary 
tone of voice, and when off duty waa sociable and companionable. I believe . 
he was taking especial pains to ingratiate himself with the men, and he was 
certainly enweding. In appearance he was of e rather florid complexion, 
having deep blue eyes and light brown hair and mustache. As to his be- 
havior, it ie not neceseary to describe the courage of a mas who was killed 
in adion on the front line with his face to the enemy. 

During the 9th of May there was considerable activity on our side but 
no decided attack. The day was spent in  manuvering and intrenching 
somewhat, and also in reconnoitering the enemy's position. The principal' 
event of the day was the death of Gen. John Sedgwick, killed by a Con- 
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fedelate rharpehooter while in the position of Mink's Batbry, which was a 
few rods from the position occupied by Stewart's during the heavyeaanonade 
of the day before. Comrade H. R &.hell, of Mink's Battery, M i h e e  the 
following 80a)1111t of the death of that noble old soldier and General : 

The killing of Oen. Sedgwiok oooured while standing between the gum of 
a eection of Battery H, let New York Artillery, nearly opposlte to the Bloody 
Angle at  Spottaylvania Gen. Sedgwick had been observfng the enemy's lines 
through his fleld-glsea, when a New Hampshire regiment began to flle paat our 
right and rear for the purpose of relieving a regiment who had been all night 
in the breaatworks to our right. The enemy's sharpshooters had our range to 
a dot, and were sending their leaden compliments over at  intervals of two or 
three momenta between each shot. Several men and horaea had been hit that 
morning in the battery. Brig.-Oen. Morrie, I think a eon of the Poet Morrb, 
had been wounded sfanding 
almoat in the same spot, and 
only a few momentabefore the 
gallant Sedgwick received the 
fatal shot that lost to our coun- 
try one of her moat distin- 
guished Generals. As the New 
Hampshire regiment was flling 
past some of the men were pay- 
ing thelr compliments to the 
angry, whiz of the bulleta a8 
they sped unoomfortably near; 
and I never saw a man so brave 
that he would not. Among the 
men of the regiment aa it had 
nearly paesed us waeasergeant 
who seemed a little shaky and 
appeared never to have been 
under fire before. As a ball 
sang past nncomfortably near 
him, he got down to the bosom 
of Mother Earth as nearly as 
possible, without a c t u a l l y  
crawling on his hands and 
knees. die oonduot aeemed 
to make the General very an- DEATH OF GEB. SEDQWIQK. 
gry, and he stepped rapidly up behind the Sergeant and touched.hlm with his 
boot, remarking, a t  the same time, "What are you dodging at ;  they can't hit 
an elephant a t  that distance." The words were mamly uttered when the fatal 
bullet hit him near the left eye; he staggered backward and was caught in 
the arms of Gen. Martin McMahonof his staff, and in afew momenta waa borne 
to the rear upon a atr4taher. Soon after this episode Battery H wae relieved 
by a battery of the Sixth Corpa, and we took our position again in the line of 
the Fifth Corps, about 300 yarda to the right a t  an angle in the works. 

The Sixth C o w  troops always llattered themselves that the death of 
"Uncle John," as they called him, did not go nnmvenged. Their story, 
ae told in a letter to the author by Comrade D. R. Sanborn, of the 6th Ver- 
mont, one of the regimen& of the immortal old Vermont Brigade, ie as 
follows : 

Immediately after the death of Sedgwiok a detail waa ordered from the 
Vermont Brigade, of the Second Division, Sixth Corps, then in reserve, to go 
to the front to eat as sharpshooters. Serg't Sanford Q. Grey and the writer, 
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members of the 6th Vermont, were of thin detail, and under the oommand of 
8 Lteutenant we mamhed out to the front in the immediate vloinlty of the bat- 
t e r~ '  where Bedgwick fell. I t  was then that we first heard of his death. Hie 
lifeless body was being placed in an ambulance that had been ordered up from 
the rear. Union and Confederate dead were thickly mattared all around, tell- 

* ing us of the hot work our men had had in gaining the podtion we then held ; 
but our thoughts were not of what had paeaed, but intent upon avenging the 
death of Uncle John. Reaching our position, and running our rifles through 
an aperture in our breastwork of r a w  we patiently waited. But a moment 
passed, when suddenly I saw, as I supposed, our man of the red shirt expose 
himself on our right. I whlapered, "There he k, Grey," and was about to fire. 
when Grey plaoed hie hand on my arm and whispered, "Don't flre; don't you 
eee he has a red cloth upon a stick, with his hat plaoed upon the top? He is 
waiting for our men in his front to exposo therrmelvee. Let me have a shot a t  
that fellow; I can beat you shooting; we shall 800 him in a moment at  the 
other end of hia pit. There he b now I"  But a wond elapsed ; the sharp re 
port of Grey's d e  rang out upon the morniu breeze, and as I watahed the 
6hot it seemed that the vlatim jumped six feet in the air, falling back into his 
pit. We knew that he was at  least badly wounded, for there was no more 
shooting from that quarter during the day; but his =ed flap hung there in the 
w n  all that hot May day, and many a bullet sped ita way in that direotion, our 
men on the right being deoelved by it, as we had been before we had gained 
our near position. 

Just before sunset our linea were advanoed and the enemy's sldrmishers 
drlven back nearer the line of battle. That evening Grey and I visited the pit 
of the big fellow wlth the red shirt. We found him in a half-altting posture 
8t the end of the pit dead. His right hand still flrmly graaped his rifle, which 

\ was of the old style mumle-loading patah-and-ball pattern. I judged him to 
be 50 yeara of age, aix feet two inches in hlght, of large frame, a heavy brown 
beard mlxed with gray covering hia face. He had an old-fashioned horn pow- 
der flask hung over hie shouldor, and a leather pouch upon a belt that sur- 
rounded his body was med wlth caps and bulleta. He wore a faded uniform, 
gray pair of pants and an old white patched cotton shirt. Grey's shot had , 

struck him in the right side, probably passing through his heart, and it is likely 
that he died instantly. Hie undersMrt, old and of red woolen, wes stretahed 
on a pieoe of timber split from a fence rail, with a crosspiece, over which was 
stretched the shirt. An old coonsgin cap surmounted the shirt. I have always 
thought that thie man Billed Gen. Sedgwick, and that his own life, forfeited 
within the hour, was all the revenge we could get. 

During May 9 the Fifth Corps ocmpied an irregular cowed line, with 
its left near the road to Spottaylvania Courthouse, at the selient where 
Oen. Sedgwick fell, and its right in the woods to the rear of the Pritdmrd 
House. At daylight Mink's Battery (H) and Richrdeonls (D) 1st New 
York were eent to the front and posted under Gen. Gr i f i ' s  orders a short 
distance to the right of where Stewart's Battery was the dsy before. An 
orchard with rains of a home were immediately in front of them, and a 
hesxy wooded knoll beyond a t  a distance of 500 yards. The fire of the 
enemyle eharpshooters waa exoeedingly annoying ftom these pointa At 
6:30 p. m. the enemy opened from a battery to the left and advanced their 
skirmish lines, but were driven bsck into the woods and their battery 
a i l end .  Mink and Richardeon were again withdrawn after dark. Cooper's 
Battery occupied it8 position of the afternoon before, on a knoll to the 
right of the Courthouse Road and commanding the valley toward the 
Pritchard Honse.. Rittanhousels Battery was alsa placed on the Bame 



knoll to the right of Cooper's, and in the afternoon Phillip's Battery was 
posted about 400 yards in their rear on commanding ground. The two 
first named were engaged at  different times dnring the day against bat- 
teries of the enemy which opened on the right of our line. Phillips, though 
not engaged, suffered somewhat from the random fire of a battery beyond ' 

the woods on his left flank. The other batteries remained in reserve near 
the Alsop House until late in the afternoon, when Walcott relieved Cooper's 
Battery, and the latter moved off to the right, about half a mile and fired 
several rounds at the enemy across the Po. Breck's Battery had been sent 
also to the same position in the afternoon, and was engaged under the fire 
of the enemy's sharpshooters. Both t h w  batteries were withdrawn after 
dark and camped near the Alsop Honee. Early May 10 Mink and Rich- 
ardson resumed their position of the previous day, slightly advanced and 
well protected by works thrown up during the night. The latter battery 
had but three guns in position, having badly cracked the trail of one of 
their pieces the day before. Both batteries fired a good part of the day 
under Gen. Griffin's orders at  the enemy's skirmish line and to enconrage 
our own infantry. The enemy also occasionally opened from a battery on 
their front, but was m n  silenced. Rittenhonse's and Breck's Batterie~ 
were posted during the morning on the right of the corps to fire on the 
enemy's line across the Po, which was being attacked by the BecondCorp. 
They were engaged a good part of the day, but when the corps fell back 
were much exposed and were withdrawn before night. At the time the 
Second Corps fell back Cooper's and Walcott's Batteries were ordered to 
report to Col. Tidball, Chief of the Second Corps artillery. They reported 
back the next morning, but were not need. Phillips's Battery ,remained 
in its position of the previous day cLnd Stewart's was posted to its right 
and rear, close to the Alsop House. , 

During the 10th of May itwae quiet on our part of the line up to noon 
or after, but we heard heavy firing all the morning from the direction of 
the Sixth Corps, which was on our left. About 3 o'clock one section was 
sent throngh the brush on our left of the Brock Road, and after a dif3icnlt 
haul got out into the edge of the east clearing and halted a ahort distance 
from where Gen. Sedgwick had been killed the day before. 

Sections from two other Fifth Corps btteries followed, but only one 
came through the brush-a section of Walcott's. To our left waa a pine 
grove, more open than any woods we had yet seen in these parte, and we 
observed that a heavy line of battle of the Sixth Corps infantry was massed 
in this grove, lying down. There was a hollow in the front of ns, and i n  
this were two batteries of the Sixth Corps-McKnight's (M, 5th Regn- 
lam,) and Kimball1s (4th Maine). In front of these there w& rising ground 
just high enough to shut out the Rebel works in our immediate front, but 
we oould plainly see their heavy works on the hill beyond, which was the 
famous iiAngle." In course of about half an hour these two Sixth Corps 
batteries were thrown forward to the top of the rising ground in our front, 
where they ulllimbered and opened furiously. The sound of the enemy's 
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reply showed that they were elom up to his works, and his shot and even 
bnllete which paeeed over them reached us. So we pulled down a little to 
the left and into the hollow, where we found shelter from their dropping 
lire. We taok no part in this action, being simply held there in reserve. 
Suddenly the b a t t e r i ~  in front of us ceased firing, and then the infantry 
that was in the pine woods to our left bmke cover and in magnificent style 
swept past our flank out into the open ground, over the little rise, thence 

down upon the Rebel intrenchments and out 
of sight where we were. Their right marker 
p s e d  very close to us, and we saw the colors 
of the 6th Maine and 121st New York re@- 
menta We now moved quickly by our right 
flank up the little hollow, and soon emerged 
h m  it onto the high ground and halted at  
the end of a little wood road which there 
m e  through the brush from the B m k  R d .  
Here we could see the whole of the west face 
of the enemy's works, and we instantly d i e  
covered that our infantry had gotten into 
them and were advancing rapidly through 
the open ground toward Spottsylvania Comb 
house. But they encountered desperate resist- 
ance, and as it was now almoet dark, and no 
one appeared to be supporting or cooperating 
with them in the assault, they fell back, and 
before it wasquitedark reanmed their position 
in the pine grove. This is usually called the 
charge of Upton's Brigade, but as a matter of 
fact i t  was a picked column from the Sixth 
Corps, aud moved on the enemy's works in 
three lines, of which the 5th Maine, 121st 
New York and 96th and 119th Pennsylvania 
formed the first line ; the 77th and 43d New 
York, 6th Wisconsin, 6th Maine and 49th 
Pennsylvania the second, and the fM, 3d, 5th 
and 6th Vermont (the Old Vermont Brigade) 
the third line. There was no finer operation 
in the shape of a dim& assault on strong 
works during the whole struggle, but, Like 
many other actions of the kind, i t  was iso- 
lated, and, though in itself s u ~ f u l ,  its sue- ' 

CLINTON BECKwmn. eegswaa rendered mlese by lack of concerted 
LFrorn a war-time tintm.] support. Somebody was to blame for such 

a &5ce of a thousand or soof the best troop in the army, and i t  certainly 
waa not Gen. Upton. He did his part asd hi men did theira Who i t  was 
that hriled ia a questton that no one has endeavored to answer. One of the 



notabb incidente of this charge was the behavior of young Clinton Beck- 
with, of the 121st New York, a neighbor and friend of mine at  home. He 
w m  a sturdy boy, not more thsn 18 y a r e  old, and hardly aa tall as his 
musket. When the aesanlting column began to fall back after almoet 
reaching Lee's headquarters, Clint. heard some one &g for msistancs, 
and, answering the appeal, he found a Captain-It w m  either Clsrke or 
Wight, of the 5th Maine-badly wounded and unable to move. So Clint. 
shouldered the Captain like a bag of grain, and, though the Captain was 
mnch larger than he was, Clint. bronght him safely back to our line8 ! 

Returning to the Fifth Corps : During May 11 Mink and Richardson 
occnpied substantially their posts of the day before, firing caee and shell at 
intervals into the enemy's works. Cooper remained in the little redoubt 
he had built, commanding the valley before mentioned. Breck's, Phillip's 
and onra continued in position as before around the Almp Honae, with 
Rittenhoase and Walcott in reserve, until the afternoon, when Stewart's 
Battery was moved to the left and front of Cooper, and Walcott was ordered 
to report to Brig.-Gen. Ayrea, now in command of the Second Division. 
None of theue batteries were engaged dnring the day. May 12 Phillip's 
and Breck's Batteries took position to the left of the road which rroeaea 
the Po a t  Corbitt's Bridge. During the forenoon they shelled the woo& 
across the river and replied to a few gum which opened on our skirmish 
lines, but they were either so far off or so mnch conwled by the woods 
that the effect of their fire could not be seen. I n  the afternoon they had 
a brisk engagement for about 25 minutes with a Rebel battery in  their 
front a t  1,200 yards and silenced it. The fire of the enemy was very wm- 
rate, wounding several of the men apd exploding one of Capt. Phillip's 
limbera Mink's and Richardeon's Batteries shelled the woods opposite 
them at  the time of the attack made by the W n d  Corps and a t  intervals 
during the day. Walcott7s Battery and Stewart's, or a section from each, 
were also engaged near the Angle dnring the asaaulta by the Sixth Corpe. 
The other batteries of the Fifth Corps remained in reeerve. 

In  the afternoon of May 11 the Second Corps began to moye toward 
the left of the army. Ae they a t  first moved off by the Chancalloreville 
Road, which was one of the routes to the rear, some of our new men snr- 
mised that it was the beginning of the retreat of the army, and beta were 
offered that we would be across the Rappahannock in two daya But the 
veterans knew that was not Grant's style, and they insisted that the Sec- 
ond Corps was being taken k u n d  to attack some other part of the enemy's 
line. The Sixth Corps maintained its position of the day before, connect- 
ing with our left on the edge of the east clearing and extending to the apex 

'of the great Angle. The night of the 11th was dark and cloudy, with some 
rain about midnight! turning to mist or heavy fog before daylight. Be- 
tween 3 and 4 a. m. one section of onre, with one from* the volunteere- 
Walcott's-were moved as noiselessly as possible down the east road and 
put in position there in our main trenches. I n  order to make as little 
no& as possible, we unlimbered some distance back and ran the grins into 



poeition by hand, leaving the caissons, limber-chests and teams in the.= 
nnder cover of the b r a  on the east side of the d. The infantry that 
wae in those works - Rice's Brigade - told as that the Johnnies had rifle 
pita in  line with the Spindles Honse, not more tban 500 or 600 feet away, 
8nd that their main line, with W e r y  in it, waa just beyond the forks of  
the Brock and old Courthome Eloada, about 300 yards distant These two 
eectiona were commanded temporarily by Lient. De Motte, of Richardaonla. 
Battery. Everybody w a ~  m W e d  that a general m n l t  was intended a t  
daybreak, and we knew that our contest with the Rebel artillery in our 
front would hat  be "muzzle to mnzzlelV if they remained where they 
had been the day before. 

Meantime the other eections remained back a t  Aleop's in reserve. All 
thia time other infsntry of the Fifi C o w  had been filing in from both 
&mks and msssing in the darkness and fog close behind ns. Everything 
on our eide was done almost breathleesly, but we had made enough noise 
to attract the attention of the enemy, and they were all astir. We could 
distinctly hear their offlcers call out from their main works to the men in 
their advanced pits, and wnld hear the latter respond, their voiw sound- 
ing almost ghat-like through the fog. The Lieutenant explained the "lay 
of the ground," m d  said to as, "Now, boys, this is the h t  time yon have 
ever fought nnder cover. The range ie very close. You ought to be able 
to knock a man's head off every time. Keep cool. Don't try to work 
your grins too fast. Try to put your shot right under the head logs every 
time. I f  they have embrasure, aim at  them. If they fire over the tops 
of their parapets, aim at  their mnzzlea And now sea what yon can do." 

By this time it would have been daybreak but for the fog, which was 
still dense. Jnst a t  this moment I h d  distinctly a Rebel in  a rifle pit 
right in our front, m d  not more thsn 150 yards distant, call out, "Look 
sharp there to the leftu (their left). "The Yanks are up to something 
over there-look sharp ! Almost before he hished the mni3led sound 
of cheers m e  through the fog from the east, apparently quite distant, and 
then came craeh on crash of heavy volleys. For a few minutea there was 
a medley of cheers, yells and volleys over on our extreme left, and the 
enemy in our own front and in the salienta of the great Angle to the imme 
diate left of as opened a heavy fire of musketry a t  random through the 
fog. Our infantry replied in the same way. The effect was very grand, 
the rapid volleys lighting up the gray fog fitfully, like distant lightning 
fbh ing  through the clouds, I never mw anything just like it before or 
eince. But the eonnds of the h t t l e  away on our leR seemed to come 
nearer, indicating that our troops had taken their works and were pushing 
for Spottsylvania Courthonse. The fog now began to lift rapidly, and s m ~  
aa we c d d  me the outlines of the enemy's works we opened with our two 
sections on the Brock Road, while the other Fifth Corpe batteries, which 
had gone in position, followed snit fnrther to our right. The enemy re- 
plied, but feebly. His p s  turned out to be in the retrenched works a t  
the base of the.Angle, instead of being in the Brock Road intrenchments 



in our immediate front, as we had expected. They had apprently been 
withdrawn during the night, as the infantry amnred UE that they had 
counted 14 gulls in the redoubta behind the Spindler Honae the evening 
before. But our artillery was going along the whole line, from our right 
clear aronnd to the east fsce of the Angle, where Hancock was mnl t ing ,  
and the enemy appeared to concentrate his guns mainly on the infantry, 
attacking the two facea of that work, and paid but little attention to na 
While in this position, as eoon as it  got fairly light, en episode m u d ,  
which Comrade Grove Dntton, a &~ergeant of Company D, 147th New york, 
tells so graphically that we will let him d e d b e  it. [3erg9t Dntton wya : 

Speaking of the 12th of May, when the artillery was put into the breast- 
works before daylight, a section of Battery B came into the works just on the 
right of my company. They were so near that we could hear the Lieutenant 
instructing the Gunners. As soon as it was light enough to eee the enemy 
opened from hie rifie pita, while the Battery began to 5re at their main work8. 
Finally, after a few rounds, the sharpshooting from the advanced rifle pits 
became annoying, and the Lieutenant ordered hi6 Gunners to reduce their 

-charges and see if they could drop a few oaee shot or shell into those pits. So 
they spilled some of the powder on the ground and cut their fuses to the short- 
eat time. The very 5rst shell, from the left gun of the section, exploded right 
in the embankment of a pit, and the right gun followed snit, equally accurate 
in the next pit. If you ever saw men ''dig out and skeQaddle,"it wae the 

.Johnnies; not only in those two pits, but from several more to the right and 
left of them. That whole line of advanced pituwtu silent for the rest of the 
day. 

The young Lieutenant who had charge of the two sections was Charlea 
De bilotte. He belonged to Battery D, 1st New York, while the two eectiona 
he commanded belonged one to om Battery and the other to the 3d Mae- 

:shnset ta  Battery. But in that campaign such tempomry essignmenta of 
junior officers from one battery to another took place every day. Lieut. 
De Motte was a most excellent young offlcer, and was very genial m d  com- 
rade-like while with us. 6ad to say he was killed just three weeks from 
that'day at  Betheada Church. 

About 9 o'clock Cutler's Division (formerly Wadeworth's) was brought 
forward, extending some distance along our works, with ita left center 
about at  our psition, and formed in two linea of battle. They swept over 
our works with loud cheers, and went straight for the enemy's main Line. 
They swayed off to the left somewhat, bemnse the rebel works were 
weaker there than at  the forks of the road. They went clear np to the 
enemy's main worke in several places, but owing to the slashing and abatis 
they could not make a uniform attack at  all points. On the east aide of 
the Brock R d  the Johpniea left their first line and sought refuge in their 
eecond, which was part of the retrenchment a t  the base of the Angle. At 
this, our infantry hrtving taken possession of the first line of rdoubta near 
the Spindler H o w ,  and our artillery being nseleas where we were, Lieut. 
De Motte suggested that we should get out of om own works, rnah the 
guns scroes the open ground in front and run them up e l m  against the 
Rebel works, where we could get a h e  ed lade  on part of their retrenched 

iiine in reverse. But before this conld be done our infantry began to recoil 



on  our right, and then the whole line fell back to our trenches again. 
Almost immediately Cutler's Division be- to file out ,of the works 
by the left dank, and Gen. Warren came into the trenches on foot. He 
gave some quick orders in a low tone and we instantly began, with the 
help of a lot of infantrymen, to drag the two mctions out of the works. 
Getting back to the teama we limbered up and followed Cutler, thrashing 
through the brush a t  the head of the ravine until we got into the wood 
road we had umd on the night of the loth, and so out into the edge of the 
open ground over which Upton's Brigade had dwged a t  that time. 

Here we again unlimbered, leaving our horsea and drivers in the braeh 
as before, and with the help of the infsntry ran the gum by hand right up 
to the edge of the eleshing. From this point we could snfilade the north- 
weat face of the Angle in one direction and part of their retrenched work in 
the other. We took the Angle and Walcott's mction the retrenchvnt. 
We were now very close to their main line, but being obecured by the 
smoke, which settled toward ns, and partly screened by the slashin& they 
did not detect ne till we opened. Several mctiona of the Sixth Corps bab 
teriea were in  similar position on our left - in all perhapa 10 gnns. The 
whole Angle (we& f-apex and east h) was now enveloped in &me 
and smoke, and the sounds of amault came from every point. We had just 
got the range and were beginning to search their traversee with case shot 
beautifully when an Aid of Gen. Wright's came tearing down to us with 
orders to stop enilkding the face of the Angle. " Yon will kill our own 
men ! " he yelled. "The Vermonters have got in ! " In a few minutea 
the enemy's infantry neareat ne began a fusillade which we endeavored to 
supprees, but they were too well covered for canister and too close to bnrst 
case effectively. We began to tear out the slashingand heap it up in front 

for a screen, in which we were assisted by our supporting infantry. "1 As n as we ceaeed firing the enemy's infantry also ceased, and they 
made no effort to come out of their worb  at  any point. 

Finding it imposeible to uae artillery to an advantage in this pcaition, 
Gen. Griffin-who had now come up at  the head of his division, follow- 
ing Cutler's to the &stance of the Sixth Corps a t  the Angle-tnmed his 
home and rode into the section and eaid, "Boys, you can't do mything 
here." He then ordered ne to "get the guns out of that," and '' go back 
into the wood6 where your horaea am, for the preeent." So we ran the 
guns back into the woods by hand, and remained there until about 2 in 
the morning of the' 13th, when we limbered up and returned to our old 
place near Aleop's. The infentry fighting on both f h a  of the Angle, how- 
ever, continued with unabated fury and with varying fortunes till long 
&r dark. Indeed, there wm quite a crackling of skirmish fire dong the 
west hca in the Sixth Corps front and away round our extreme left, where 
the Ninth Corpe wae, as late a6 2 o'clock in the morning, when we lim- 
bered up to fall back to our old position. It turned out that the enemy 
abandoned the whole of the Angle during the night of the 12th and fell 
back to the retrenched line acroas it8 base. Though the two eectiona had 



been e n m e d  all day from earliest dawn until dark, wme of the time cloee 
u p  to the enemy's works, onre loat only three-one mortally and two 
elightly wounded - while Wal&tls section loat four wounded. Our gun 
I h d  08 rounds during the day, and some of the othere over a hundred. It 
would not be fair to claim for the Fiffh Corps more than a wcondary share 
in the great battle of the 12th of May a t  Spottsylvania By large odds the 
bmnt  of the  combat and the "lion's shere" alike of t.he sufferings and 
the glory fell to the  lot of the Second and Sixth Corpe, and the battery 
which carried off the palm for that day's work was Battery C, of the 5th 
Regulaq belonging to the Artillery Brigade of the  &mnd Corpa This 
battery was m n  right up  to the enemy's works, l i t e d y  charging with 
Bsrlowls infantry lineal and they fought their guns in that  position till but 
few men were left a h d i n g .  

The story of the night maax41 of the Elecond Corps from the extreme 
right mund to the left of the army during the  night of May 11 and the 
attack on the  12th is most brilliantly told in a let,ter to the  author h m  
Comlade W. P. Hainm, of Company F, 12th Jersey. H e  eays : 

On May 9 we were across the Po River, and on the extreme right of our 
srmy, paying our respects to Longstreet; May 10 and 11 back in the center of 
our position a t  Laurel Hill, giving our regrets to Early. Just  before the night 
of the 11th a cold rain set in,and we stood and shivered around our green p ine  
wood flres, that whirled and smoked our eyes just as they always did. The 
wind waa raw and sharp, our clothing wet, and we were just about aa discon- 
solate and miserable a set of men aa ever were seen. But "we've all been there 
before many a time, many a time." 

About 8 o'clock In the evening we got orders to pack up and march imme 
diately, and a t  thL stage of the campaign we had our housekeeping outfit in 
such ashape that i t  didn't take long to pack up. Nobody knew where we were 
going, but a rumor waa started that we were going back to the war  to rest and 
wash our clothes, and this proved partially true, as i t  rained so hard all night 
that our clothes were thoroughly washed- but they needed wringing Wdly; 
and I think I can safely say that of all our many night m m h e s  this one took 
the cake. A cold, cheerless rain, falling in torrents, mud a la Virginia, and 
just ae dark as Egypt; every man followed his flle leader, not by sight or 
touch, but by hearing him growl and swear, as he slipped, splashed and tried 
to pull his pontoons out of the mud. 

But this night came to an end at  laat, and about 8 o'clook In the morning 
we halted and formed line of battle in columns of brigade. We waited a little 
while for signs of daylight d then the order was given to flx bayonets and 

thing of what waa before us, ae thls terrible night forward march. We knew% 
march had confused our ideas of direction, and we were s o  tired and bed&- 
gled that we were reckless, and as we moved silently up through an old fleld. 
partly grown over with pine, the low branches ladened with water. which the 
man ahead very klndlp held until you got just in the right place to recelve the 
bath. 

All a t  once we struck their picketa and captured them all, but few shota 
being 01ed ; but in that damp and heavy atmosphere the report waa no louder 
than the snapping of caps, but sufRclent to.tel1 us that there was work ahead. 
Therefore we began to  prick up our earn and wake up just aa our brigade oom- 
mander, Carroll, shouted "double quick," and we broke into a run, and all line 
or formation was soon lost, as each man seemed to try to outrun hie comrade; 
and we went up that slope for about 200 yards just like a tornado. In leas time 
than it takes to tell it we were in front of their breastworks, tugging and pull- 



ing a t  the abatb, orawling over and through it (for i t  was oertginly well built) 
just as the Rebel heads began to show along the earthworks and their leaden 
compliments to reach us. 

As the Wond  Divbion sprang upon the w o r b  I glanced down to our right 
and eaw the "red clubs" breakin@ over their intrenohmenta Uke a big see 
wave, and I have never yet seen any 01- or dbpute as to who got there first, 
for we all had plenty of businese in our front, as the Johnnies rolled out of 
their bla11ket-a and jumped for their guns; but we were on the earthworks 
above them, and they were quick to  see that we had the drop on them. One 
big fellow in partioular oame orawling out of a shelter-tent, gun in hand, just 
bringing i t  up  to his shoulder as one of our boys oovered him and very gently 
asked, "Hadn't you better drop i t?" and if his gun had been red hot he 
wouldn't have dropped i t  any quioker. I t  took us but a very few minutes to' 
olear out th& line, as i t  was a complete su rp rb .  Their position and earth- 
works were so very strong that they were too self-oonfldent, and their strength 
proved their weaknese. As we ran over this flmt line we passed through be- 
tween the guns of a heavy battery of, I think, eight blctok Ppounders. (Maybe 
i t  waa two batteries right olose together, and the dim light and exoitement may 
have made the gum seem larger than they really were.) We saw no horsee 
with these guns, but the harnese was hanging on the wheels of the ooissons, 
and their flag was leaning agrtinet one of the guns; but we were so eager to  
get a t  their aeoond line that I passed right by it, and thus missed the only 
chanoe I ever had of capturing a flag. As we pressed forward another battery 
on the right was giving us its deadly oomplimenta of oanister and grape, double 
shotted, mowing a swath right through our ranks at  every diwharge, and out- 
ting down small trees and bushes. BheU were bursting right in our faoes with 
a report quicker and sharper than a lightning stroke, sending those rough, 
jagged, death-dealing fragments in all directions. The smell of powder and 
brimstone waa almost suffocating, but on we rushed. At every step a Ufe we8 
lost-a man went down. Grand old Carroll, always in the very thiokest of the 
fight, was oarried back to the hospital. and, I think, had ong arm crippled for 
life. Our own gallant Colonel, Thomaa H. Davis, his tall form towering in our 
midst, bareheaded, his long beard flying over hi6 shoulders in the wind, with 
sword in hand, while oheering and urging us on, went down in this terrible 
whirlwind of death, and gave up his sword and life. The very air was thick 
and hot with flashing, smoking, whirling missiles of death; the piteous, heart- 
rending cries and groans of the wounded, and cheers and yells of defianoe from, 
the living. But still we preseed forward, and there were a few brave spirits. 
who almost reached their next line. d h b  line was the one that ran across and 
formed the baee of that triangle of which the "Bloody Angle" was the apex. 
one side heavily traversed, where the hand-to-hand fighting, so graphically 
described by Q. Norton Gallaway, took place later in the day.) But we were 
few in numbers, and, being out of ammunition, we saw our efforte were hope- 
less, and therefore the order was given to fall back to the flrst line, where we  
replenished our empty cartridge-boxes, and found that i t  was after 8 o'clock. 

There had been over three hours of the very hardest kind of fighting done 
before breakfast, and In what seemed to  us to be only a few minutes. The 
rain was falling fast; we were wet olear through ; black with smoke and pow- 
der; tired and hungry - but we had not notioed i t  until it was over. Of the 
fruits of this charge-guns, prisoners, eta.-I shall eay nothing, aa history 
tells all about these things. But I remember well what a t M l l  of joy i t  
gave us to  see our gallant brethren of the Bixth Corps coming to our help; 
for, if we were given any ohoice in the matter, I oan truly say that the Becond 
Corps was always glad to be helped by, and felt more confidence in, the Bixth 
Corps than any of the others; and though we were veryfar from being whipped 
(as Q. Norton (3Bllaway says we were), still the sight of the old "red orossv* 
mming up the hill was a very welcome one, indeed. 

13 



194 THE CANNONEER. 

In  a m n t  conversation Gen. Lewh A. Grant, then commanding the 
Vermont Brigade, and a t  thie writing Assistant Secretary of War, gave me 
a graphic d&ption of the hand-&hand Wting done by the Second Di- 
vision of the Sixth C o w  a t  the Bloody Angle. The General said that it 
he had not seen it no one could have made him believe that troops would 
fight aa the Vermont and Bidwell's Brigades fought there, getting right up 
into the ditch of the enemy's works and staying there, some holding their 
mnaketa up over their heads trying to fh into the enemy who lay on the 
other side, some jumping on top of the breastwork and firing down among 
the stubborn enemy until they were shot themselves, others digging holes 
between the logs so aa to fire through the parapet, and all this for mom 
than an hour, the cont8nding f o r m  being only the thickneaa of the log 
breastwork apart ! Gen. Grant relatee an effort that was made to get 
a section of one of the Sixth Corpe Batteries up to a point whence it  could 
gnfIl.de a part of them works.   chi^ was a section of McKnightla Battery 
'(M), 5th Regdare, commanded by Lieut. Robinson. The General ssys the 
llm from the enemy's works was so terrible that all the horees of this sec- 
tion and about half the men were deutroyed, and even then the remaining 
men tried to unlimber the gnne by hand, hut could not do so owing to the 
softness of the ground where they were. Finally the two guns were aban- 
doned and left there until night, when they were extricated and hauled off. 

Dnring May 13  all the batteries remained in camp that day, and at  
night moved by by-roada in rear of the army to the Beverly H o w ,  on the 
Fredericksbnrg and Spotteylvania Courthom Road, reaching that point 
about sunrise of May 14. On arriving a t  the Beverly H o w  Ritten- 
house's Battery waa posted acroes the pike abont half a mile beyond the 
bridge over the Ny, bearing upon the Courthow ; distance, 2,200 yarda. 
Cooper's and Breckls Batteries were posted close to the Beverly Honae, 
firing to the left h k  and aiding in both the attmka on the Myers H o w  
made on the afternoon of this day. The remainder of the batteries re- 
mained in reserve. On May 15 the batteriea were not engaged. Cooper's 
and Rittenhoeee's remained in their former poeitiona, and the rest of the 
batteries were massed in  column along the road. Dnring May 16 and 
17 none of the batteriea were engaged. By order of Gen. Meade the 
batteries were this day all reduced to fonr p a ,  one section of each being 
turned in at  Belle Plain. The six caissons were, however, kept and the 
surplus horses, so far as they were mrviceable. On the 17th Maj. R. H. 
Fitzhugh, 1st New York Artillery, reported from the reserve with four 
batteries, as follows: Sheldonla (B) 1st New York, four 10-pounder Pasrotte; 
Barneals (C) 1st New York, fonr threeinch Rodmans ; Bigelow'a 9th Masea- 
chnsette, four 12-pounder Napoleons ; Hart's 15th New York Independent, 
four 12-pounder Napoleons. So the number and caliber of the guns in  the 
brigade remained the eame as it was on leaving Cnlpeper, being now 12 
fomgun instead of eight six-gun batteries. May 18, the Second and Sixth 
lCorpe having returned to the right of the general line and so uncovered 
-the left, Hart's, Bigelow's and Walcottls Batteries of light lZponnders 



were posted in the neighborhood of the Anderson H o w  to protect that 
tlank should the enemy attack there. Before daylight ~ittenhonae's Bat- 
tery waa pushed forward on the pike to oar advaneed works, about 1,400 
yards from the Courthonee, and was joined by TaR's 6th New York I n d s  
pendent Battery of six 20-pounder P I U T O ~ ~ ~ ,  which had temporarily joined 
the brigade the night before, and Sheldon's Battery, making 14 guns, 
under command of Mej. Fitzhngh. At the eame time Capt. Cooper, with 
his, Breck's and Phillip's Batteries, making 12 three-inch guns, was 
posted a t  a eharp knoll to the front, and some 400 yards to the left of Maj. 
Fitzhughle line, making an angle of about 60 d q  with it. 

 he poeition of all these batteries was excellent ; the W w a s  p m  
tected by fair works, and the rapid deecent of the knoll from the rear to 
Cooper's afforded excellent shelter for the limbere. The enemy had 20 
pie= behind their lines, in h n t  and to their right of the Courthow. At 
the time the Second C o w  advanced on the right the batteries on both &lea 
opened. The engagement wqs brisk for near three-fourth of an hour, and 
the practice on both mdee was YW m t e .  Fire was kept up at  inter- 
vals during the day without any exprees object, and with no perceptible 
mult except the silencing of the enemy's gnna At night, the Sixth Cow 
having returned to its former position at  the Andereon H o w ,  the bat- 
b r im there were withdrawn. Taft's Battery also left for Washington. 
May 19 F'itzhugh's and Cooper's Batteriee remeined in the same p i t i o n ,  
Taft being replaced by Bigelow. They h d  but little during the day. 
The Fifth Cow now being the right of the army, Mink's and Stewart's 
Ba@riea were posfed with the Fourth Division near the Deserted Honee, on 
the right of the pike and commanding the Valley of the Ny for a short dis- 
tance. During the enemy's attack that eflernoon on the Fredericksburg 
Pike the former was alightly engaged and helped to repel s demonstration 
on\ the point he occupied. Barnee's Battery had been posted in  the morn- 
ing near to where army headquartem had been, and Hart wee sent up there 
ss eoon aa the attack commenced. These two batteriee contributed mate 
rially in aiding the heavy artillery to repulea the attack. 

On the 14th of May I went with a detail back to the trains for some 
supplies. The trains had been moved over from the Germania to the 
Fredericksburg Road during the tlghta about Spottaylvania, and were 
guarded by Ferrero's Negro Division, of the Ninth Corpa While on this 
detail we came across Gen. Grant, whom we had not seen before since May 
6 a t  the Lscey Honse. He was at  a place called Beverly's Farm, just 
north of the Ny Bridge, on the Fredericksbnrg Road, and Gen. Mead and 
a good many sWofflcem were with him. The road was f i l l  of wagons 
and ambulances, eo we had to move slowly, and when we came out into 
the clearing and saw the big Generals, one of our squad mid, "Boys, there 
ie Old Grant ; let's get s good look at  him." (&me people think it is not 
respectful to say "Old Orant." But that is what the boys called him 
almost universally.) He wee on foot, as i n d d  were all the group, except 
two or three messengem, who were probably waiting for their brd& The 



officers about him were nearly teller than he was, and he was certainly 
theplainest dreeeed man in the party. He had on a General's undreee 
coat much the worse for wear, without shoulder straps, but with his stam 
worked in the collar. Hie blue t r o w r s  were eoile(l and threadbare, and 
bagged at  the knees. On his head waa a battered old hat that had once 
been military style, but was now a genuine "elouch," the only military 
vetige it retained being the shabby-looking gold cord that encircled it. 
He had no belt on or a m  of any kind about hie pereon, tho* doubtless 
he had revolvers in hie d d l e  holeten* 

On this occasion he did not have the traditional cigar in hie mouth, 
but stood with one foot on a small log and kept tapping hie bootleg with a 
emall riding-whip while he Wed. As our detail waa halted quite near 
him we watched our chanoe, and when he glanced in our direction we 
all saluted, which he returned with precision. As soon as we could get 
aoroea the road we, of course, had to move on, and when we came birck he 
was gone. The whole of the FFederickeburg Rosd aa far beck aa the old 
toll-gate, where our journey ended, and aa far beyond aa we conld see, was 
jammed with our trains, baggage and ammunition wagons, ambnhces,  
diaabled gun-camages and c a h q  besides great numbexu parked in the 
open fields aa we went along. All the old honaes and sheds were fnll of 
wounded who conld not be moved farther, and in the 5eld weat of the 
mad, near the toll-gate, were many of the wounded Rebel prisoners from 
Johneon's Division, captured on the morning of the 12th. Some of theae 
had bayonet wounde, inflicted when Barlow's men first jumped their 
breastworks. One poor devil had been bayoneted right under one nostril, 
breaking through his upper jaw and lacerating hie tongue so he conld not 
speak. He h y  right near the toll-gate, where we halted, and one of our 
Surgeons wm cleansing and dreeeing his wonnd. He must have got "s 
down lungev from one of our fellows on the top of the breastwork. The 
Elnrgeon, in reply to my question, Baid the wonnd waa not neceeearily clan- 
gerons, though he wonld probably always have an impediment in his 
speech ! Perhaps more bayonet wounds were inflicted the 12th of May at 
Spotbylvania than in all the other battles of the war put together. 

Ae but comparatively few of the wounded of Spottsglvania had been 
sent to Acquia Creek aa yet, I preanme there were 15,000 of them strung 
along the Foed at  this time. But I will not attempt to describe the scene ; 
sufica to say that it waa even more horrible than that " m n d  night of 
U-etty~burg,'~ described in foregoing pagea 

The operations of May 19 ended the battle-or rather the wries ot 
battles-known to history by the general term of Spottsylvanis. We had 
been en& 11 days, from the 8th to the 18th, inolneive, and had been 
under fire six days out of the 11. The batteries had eqjoyed but compwa- 
tively small chance of nsefulneas in thia ' I  bnahwhecging on a grand d e l l 1  
known aa the Wildernem and SpottSylvanie campaign. We had not bean 
once real sharply charged by infantry in  the open. Probably we did not 
expend a dozen rounds of cmister in the whole campaign Most of our 



work had been cannonading earthworks &om unfavoreble poaitiona, or in 
minor demonstratione connected with infantry ~ u l k  But we had done 
everything that had been requid of ne, and had been willing to do more. 

The Battery had suffered casualtiee on the 8th, the 12th and two other 
dsp, aa follows, without attempting to separate the losses of difperent days : 
Killed or mortally wounded, Lieut Thomae Goodmen and Privates William 
Irving, Isaac Vaudicar, Aneon Jillson, A. J. Wilkeson, "Brig" Johnaon 
(captured and died in Andemnville), w t h e r  with an in5ntryman h m  
R o b i n ' s  Division, named P a d  Winegar, who wes killed in the Battery 
May 8. The wounded were Peter Bateway, Frank Root, Tom Evana, 
Willism Hulin, Lewie Jerome, Martin McNamam, John Orth, Tom Price 
(not badly), William Hutchineon, John Maddice, Richard Tee, Herman 
B m k i t t  and Jay DeGraff ; but five or six of these were not disabled, and 
hence not reported in the casualty returna The terri5o fatigne and pri- 
vation of more than two week of almoet eolid battle had a h  told upon the 
health of the men, and mveral gave out. Our horses were aleo pretty much 
"done up." They had been in hama aLmoet continuonsly ainca May 6 - 
two whole weeks - and when the back pads and c o l h  were taken ofP, in 
many arsea the skin of the poor animals ceme off with them ! Hsving been 
raised on a big farm where much attention wes given to breeding horeee, I 
had fivm boyhood been a great lover of those animmls, and found pleaenre 
in taking care of them. The Captain knew this, and so nwally eeeigned to 
my care one of the spare horsea when we had any. In  this campaign we 
had a little monse-colored pony mare - a mustang - who had evidently 
been captured or strayed h m  the enemy in the Wildem-, and she was 
a d p e d  to me to take care of. She was a very intelligent and affectionate 
little creature, and, though not more than 12 hands high, did good service, 
as will appear later. On this occseion Andy McBride was going to put her 
into one of the teama to replsce a horee thet wes played out, but my pro- 
testa were 60 vigorous that the Captain would not sllow her to behsmeaaed. 
S d e s  this pony, part of the care of "Old Tartar " devolved on me eRer 
his gaardian, Ike Vmdiatr, was killed the 8th of May. Altogether the 
campaign from May 5 to May 20 had coet the Bsttery about 35 men, sick in- 
cluded. This would have cut us down to about 75 present for duty, but 
between the above dates several of the veterans returned from the hospital 
or veteran f'urlough, among whom were Ben Stillman, Griff ~ a l k e ,  
who rejoined May 6, Colby, Dan Ackerman and Frank McCormick, and 
beaidee the88 we got a few excellent men from the Reserve Artillery when 
it waa broken up. Among the88 were Charley Seymour and A m b m  
Seeley, fivm one of the Rhode Island batterieg Jerome Msuners, from a 
New York battery, and the othera hsve p w e d  from my memory. They 
were all near the ends of their thee-year terms and were discharged 
shortly after our arrival a t  Peterebnrg. Seeley and Manners were very a e  
compliehed young gentlemen and excellent er t i l lw ,  both having been 
non-commissioned oficera in their original batteries. Both had enlisted 
h m  college in 1861. A large number of young men of excellent social 



amnectione and superior education served in the Battery from time to time 
during the four yeam Stewart wee always delighted to get men of that 
character, and at once did everything in his power to make them "feel at 
home " in his camp. 

My most aeriom offense againat good discipline in three years' serv- 
ice occurred during the battles of Spotteylvania The offense was in- 
nubordination and diareapectful or insulting language toward Ord. Serg't 
McBride while building little redoubts for the guns the night of May 17. 
Andy -or " Old Bull, " aa we used to call him-pulled my em pretty 
sharply and said that he had a mind to knock my head off, but contented 
himself with repeating his order, which I started to obey. But the Cap 
tab, overhemkg the conversation, reprimanded me sternly; eaid he was 
amazed at auch behavior, and very gravely told me that I had been '%- 
subordinate in the face of the enemy, a crime punishable withdeath," etc, 
but that he would not 
prefer charges this time 
bn amount of previous 
mod conduct. He must 
Lbuke such behavior, 
and therefore I must go 
on firtigue duty all night 
or until the works were 

"And t u f l  
he added, "in view of 
the gravity of your 
offense can hardly be 
called punishment." 
His manner waa 80 

awfully serious that at 
5rat I thought myself 
lucky to eacape being 
court -martailed and 
shot. But I gum he 
never really had much 
idea of having me 
"brought up to the 
bull-ring," aa we used 
to term the fate of mili- BEN STILLMAN. 
targ execution ! On oc- From a war-time photograph.] 
casiom of discipline he c d d  certainly assume an air of awful sternness 
that, to a young soldier accustomed to his nsnally genial my@, was simply 
overpowering. , To return to larger and more interesting themee, it will probably be the 
verdict of impartial hist.org that the enemy had the best of it in the battlee 
around Spotteylvania Courthouse. They were fighting behind strong cover 
all the time, both -try and artillery, and never once showed up in the 





CHAPTER VIII. - 
ON TO RICEMOND-HEAVY SKIBMIBHINO AT NORTH ANh'A-SEAEP 

WOBK FOB TEE BAT~EBIBB- i b V M C E  TO COLD HARBOR - BE- 
THESDA CHUBCH-~HARGE OF THE BAT~ERY -TEBRIFIC CAN- 
NON DUEL AT SHORT ~ Q E -  DEBPEEATE BUT FUTILE bBAULTB 
- SICKENINO FATE OF THE WOUNDED -UGLY TEXPEB OF TEE 
TBoo~8- ADVANCE ON P ~ B U E O .  

MOW the bstteriea which had joined 
us from the remrve on the 17th or 
18th of May, the 15th New York 
(Paddy Hart's) had long been distin- 
guished both for the peculiarity of its 
peraonnel and exmllencs of ita eerv- 
ice. It had been formed originally 
by consolidating two propond bat- 
teries rsieed to Sccompany the Irish 
' Brigade and the Cornran Legion, re- 

spectively, end soon came under com- 
, > mand of a p t  patrick ~sr t .  a p t  

Hart wae an old Regular, a avetenrn of 
theMexicanwar,andarare chmctm; 
in fact, he waa wch an old ~e- 
that no one could remember when he 
wasa d t ,  s n d m h o d y i n t h e F '  
Corpe, from Oen. Warren down, ever 
thought of calling him anything 
but "Uncle Paddy." AS long 8s 
they remained in the Corpe the brave 
old Irish &or and "me Batthery," 
as he used to call it, were the obeerved 
of all ob!servera Uncle Paddy, like 
moet other old Re@am, had a very 

aoR place in his heart for a good soldier, but he wae great on W p l i n e  - 
which he always pronounced with a etrong accent on the second syllable 
-and his "betthery " waa a verg poor Summer m r t  for a deadbeat or a 
coffeewler. Some of Uncle Paddy's "pnnishm emts," when he wae deal- 
ing with the nxmita of 1864, of whom he had some tough pximens, were, 
to eay the leaat, exemplarg. And when them warr no other convenient 
subject upon which to exercise discipline, Uncle Paddy would aometimea 
put one of hia Lieutenants under arrest simply to keep his hand in ! How- 



ever, laying aeide all the jokea we used to crack at  his expenee, our Uncle 
Patrick waa a noble old soldier, and if any artillery organization made a 
better record than hie Iriah " B a t t h q  " did whemver it  got a chance, the 
fact haa escaped my notice. I f  Paddy Hart's Battery had my conspicnow 
fault, it was the fact that it had a little too mnch "fight " in ita compoai- 
tion, and waenot always psrtimk in  selecting the "enemy." The author 
. h e ,  and will carry to hie grave, a viaible reminder of thia peculiarity in 
the shape of a deformed 5qpr which one of Hert's boys &ewed to a pulp 
one night when we hslted on the march from the North Anna to Cold Har- 
bor. This affair came near involving the men of both battariea in  a gen- 
eral riot. h it wee, bloody noses were distributed mound with perfed 
impartielity ; but the officer6 interdared, and after thet there wae no aeriow 
~tronble. 

When quiet wae reetored Stewart a t  once demanded an explanetion 
.of the row. I related the fecte, with which he aeemed to be a e W ,  aa he 
paid no fhrther attention to the matter. But he remarked that he "should 
-think that the boys could get fighting enough in that campaign without 
~chawing each other up ! Stewart did not countenance hie men in pick- 
ing quarrels with other troop, but he always expected them to take cam 
of themselvea in proper ahape if they were imposed on, 8nd he very seldom, 
if ever, punished one of hie men for 5ghting outaide'of the Battery. Com- 
rade Phil Hanrahaa writes me that thia boy who chewed my fingers waa 
a little fellow named &ninn, from Troy, N. Y., and that he waa killed a t  
the Weldon. Railroad. He waa a game and galhut little fellow. I threw 
him eaaily in the clinch we had, ae he wae mnch lighter end weaker than 
I, but he fought like a wild cat, as well under ae he would have done on 
top, a fact to which the fore and middle 5ngers of my left hand will bear 
testimony m long aa I live. Poor boy ! peace to his aehea snd honor to his 
name ! 

Generally speaking, however, it it safe to say thet in no other cam- 
paign of the Army of the Potomac was there so much or such deepen& 
rough-and-tumble fighting among the enlisted men, and even officers, as in 
this veritable battle-march from the Rapidan to the Jemea It may have 
been a sort of reflex of the nature of the campaign ; but it is certain that 
.a tiger* spirit seemed to pervade every bra&, and men and boys who, 
a t  home or in camp, would never think of fighting or brawling, now be- 
came perfect deaperadoea Hence it wae that within the scope of that 
"crimson stripe across the map," which d d k  the campaign of 1864, 
it seemed aa if the days of medhval chaos had come back again, and that 
on our fsir soil were being repeated the dread amnee which Thomas Carlyle 
d d b e s  in hie m y  on Voltaire, where he says : 

When Tamerlane had flniehed building hie pyramid of 70,000 human ebulls, 
and was seen etandIn# at the gate Damasme, glittering in steel, with battle-ax 
on his shoulder, while hie fierce hosts ffled out to new victoriee and new car- 
na&e, the pale onlooker might have fancied that Nature waa in her death- 
throes; for havoc and deepair had taken posseeeion of the earth, and the Sun 
of Manhood seemed setting in seas of blood I 



Such wae the frame of mind and such the grim, savage, almost mnr- 
deroua spirit that pervaded the relentlees Army of the Potomac aa it  swung 
looee h m  the blood-clotted breeetworke of eangninarg Spotteylvanie and 
st&d again for Richmond at  dsylight May 21, 1864 ! 

The Artillery Brigade of the Fifth Corpe l& the Beverly Home a t  10 
a m. and moved to Guiney 's Station, crossed the &-pony at  the bridge 
near that placa snd bivouacked for the night on the south side of theriver. 
On Msy 22 we startea a t  noon and msrched by the old Telegraph Boad to 
Bullock Church and camped for the night. On May 23 we moved a t  day- 
light, the head of the column arriving a t  the North Anna about 11 o'clock 
a m. This being the position which the W n d  Corpe.was to occupy, we 
paseed to the right, striking the river again a t  .Tericho Milla or Jericho Ford. 
Rittenhouse's Battery waa then placed in position on the north bank, im- 
medistely on the left of the Foad leading to the ford, and soon a f k  Breckls 
Battery took position about 100 rode fiuthez down below the bend of the 
river. The First Division was at  once pushed enoss the ford, Bartlettle 
Brigade leading, meeting with no opposition, followed by the Third and 
Fourth Divisiom As soon as the pontoon bridge washid the six 12-pounder 
bstteriea crossed. Meanwhile the First Division had advanced into a piece 
of woods, about 1,200 ysrde from and immedistely in  front of the ford, snd 
had slightly intrenched their position. While c m i n g  the North Bnns our 
rear gun ran one of ite wheels off the edge of the bridge and blocked the 
way. Stewart a t  once proceeded to extricate the gun, and while he was 
doing so Gen. Grant came along, add finding the way blocked b e m e  im- 
patient and began to give ordera directly to the men, appsrently dim- 
gerding the Captein. The Irttter saluted him, &a said : 

"General, if you will permit me., sir, I will take care of this gun ! l 1  

"Very well," replied Grant ; "you probsbly know better how to do 
i t thsn Ido!"  

The Third and Fourth Divisions were now - about 6 p. la- puahed 
f o r w d  on the lei% and right of the Firat to complete the chord acrose the 
bend of the river. On the left Chwfordls Division succeeded in reachiq 
ita position near the Fountaine H o w ,  and Hart's and stew art?^ htteriea 
we& posted in rear of its right, on good ground. In  the attack which was 
made on both &esge near dusk the enemy bronght eight gun8 to bear on 
this point, which were won ailenced by the t ire of Stewart's and Hart's 
Batteriee at cloee range, using case shot, added by Rittenhonse's, Breckla 
and Cooperls Bstteriea, on the north side of the river, a t  long range, using 
shot and shell. M w h i l e  Cutler's Fourth Division waa going into posi- 
tion on the right of the Firat. The column moved by the l b k  and formed 
into echelon of regimente as it neared the corner of the woods. One brigsde 
had joined ne to the right of the Firat Division and extended to the edge of 
the woods. The leading brigade was advancing toward an open ridge on 
the right of the woods in the direction of the river, when the enemy's line 
of battle srose from behind the ridge, fired a volley and at  once charged 
upon their b k .  The brigade gave way. Mink's Battery was moving up 
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behind the column to take p i t i o n  on the ridge as eoon aa the division could 
deploy. Cfen. Wainwright, being p m n t  a t  this point in peraon, ordered 
Mink to cover our right W. Cspt. Mink advanced in line and came into 
paition a t  crtnieter ranget and soon checked the enemy's advance. Rich- 
ardson's Battery (D, 1st New York,) and Walcott's 3d Massachnsetta, were 
alao brought up at  a trot and formed on the right of Minkla, so aa to cover 
all our flank to the river. The behavior of all these batteriea was admirable 
and their firing excellent. By it  the attack of the enemy waa repulsed and 
our infantry enabled to reform. The 1- were severe in all the batteries 
but ours. a p t .  Davis, our gallant and popular Brigade Inspector, was mor- 
M y  wounded in endeavoring to rally the broken infantry in rear of Mink's 
Battery. Lieut. Matheweon, of D, 1st New York, and Lieut. Craighill, 
of the .3d Maesachwtte, were hit soon sffer their batteriee went into po- 
mtion. In  Capt. Davia the Artillery Brigade loat one of the moat promising 
young officera in the mrvice. He waa mod&, gentlemanly, hard-working, 
and every inch a aoldier. He was without exception the most popular. 
staff o5cer in the brigade. 

The most intereathg part of this day's ambat  to us was our joint 
operation with Paddy M 1 s  Battery, the t b t  time we had ever been in 
action "hub hub l 1  with that gallant Iriah outfit. About 4 o'clock in 
the afternoon the Iron Brignde and other troop of Cutler's Division were 
atill "extending to the right," when the enemy attacked them front and 
5nk,  and they began to fall back rapidly, though in good order, toward 
our p i t i o n .  Aa soon as we could aafely flre over their heads we opened 
with caee, which we chunged to canister as soon as our front was sdc ien t ly  
clear. Some of the 7th Wiaconuin men, who reformed about the honse in 
our rear, told ns that our caniater eang song8 in their ears as they came up, 
the hill. There waa an musing circnmatance in this little flurry. The, 
Rebels followed the retreating troop of the Iron Brigade closely, keeping 
along the bank of the river until they came under a heavy axes ilre from 
our guns on the hill and our rifle batteriea on the north bad.  This ma& 
them lie down, and the 5m was so hot that their retreat was cut off. In 
thie way as many as 600 of them were compelled to surrender by our in- 
fantry advancing again, and thorn prisoners declared their belief that t h e  
rspid retreat of the Iron Brigade was dmply a device to drew them into 
the trap. That was the way it turned out, but probebly there was no. 
premeditation of that sort on the part of the Iron Brigade. That brigade, 
with all ite heroiem, was by no meass deficient in speed when occasion re- 
quired, which was the csee here ! As it was now almoat dark, picketem 
were thrown out and we bivouacked in position. We remained in t h b  
poeition all night, intrenching by relie& during the night. The Sixth 
Corpe- or part of it-dim came up and reinforced ria before morning. 
Early this morning-the 24th-the enemy began d e m o ~ t i n g ,  skir- 
mishing and aharpehooting against our right front and flank. One section 
waa now put in position on the knoll west of the Fonntgine H o w ,  where 
they opened with cage on the Rebel skirmiahera. In  this affair the Bat- 



tery lost Lance Serg't Elbridge Cf. Peckard, mortally wounded, end four 
cothers wounded, none of them mverely. This young gentleman was one 
.of my best friends in the Battery. He waa about 25 yeare of age. His 
.native State, I think, was Maine, but he had gone to Wisconsin, where he 
,enlisted at  the very first tooain in May, 1861. He was a t  thet time teach- 
ing school a t  a place d e d  Snn Prairie. He was a prime favorite with 

t Stewart, who conaidered him one of the beat dl-round men he had. He 
.had a long recohl of g d b t r y  and honorable mention in battle reports, 
:beginning as far back as Antietam and including Geteyeburg and Spottayl- 
vania ; but his bright career was forever blighted in this miserable ekir- 
mish at  the North AMa. Veterans though we were of many a desperste 
battle, and inured to mneu of human butchery, there were many moist 
eyes in the Battery when our poor Psckard was taken away to die. We 
:all tried to comfort him by telling him that he would pull through and all 
thst ,  though we knew he couldn't, bemuse he was hit in the abdomen, and 
'hie death waa only a q d o n  of a few daya Just a t  sundown they loaded 
:him into an ambulance and took him away. We never saw him again. 
He died two or three days aflerward. Poor Psckard 1 All thst can be 
.said of him ie that he waa one of Stewart's k t  and braveat Cannoneere ! 

We remained in this position till daylight of the 25th. . Then we ad- 
-vanced to the left front until we reached the track of the Virginia Central 
Railroad. Here we went into battery and some strange infantry csme up 
to support us. We soon learned that this was a division of the Ninth 

~Corpe, commanded by Gen. (kittenden, who hed just come from the West, 
.and had been temporarily attached to that corps. Part of them were 
;Stevenson's old Division, of the Ninth Corps, which we had known a t  the 
Wildernass Tavern May 6, and which had been broken up after Spotteyl- 
vania. Our position was just south of the track of the railroad, and nesr 

:a  house called Lowery's. Light intrenchments were thrown up i n  an h- 
credibly short time, entirely of earth, as there was no convenient timber 
except a few rails. The house was on our line, the breastworks passing 
through it8 front yard. The ownpants, an old gentleman and two or three 
-women, stood on their porch and watched our men dig. One of o m  officers 
.approachedand told them they ought to go to the rear, aa they would be in 
great danger when the firing began, as this was not more than 100 rode 
from the Rebel works. The old gentleman replied, with a perceptible 
'effort to be dramatic, "No, sh ; never, air ! I am too old to fight. I can 
.do nothing, sir, for my invaded State but to die in  my home ! " But, 
my dear sir," persisted the officer, "if yon should die in your own home 
it would be by bullets of your own friends, and I don't me what good that 
.could do your State." Finally the old gentleman saw the absurdity of his 
position, and all the inmates of the house went up the railroad track to the 
rear. The enemy's works in our front were apparently strong, but he 
showed no disposition to &me out of them, and our infantry did not at- 
tack. We hd several rounds of case to make him develop hie artarp, 
,but elicited no reply, and after a while we ceased. 



The Rebel infantry kept up a constant hi l lad0 of eherpahooting,. 
which waa pretty e W v e ,  coneidering that the m g e  waa over 100 rcda 
No one wae hit with us, but the volunteer batteries snffered eome, Mink 
and Hart losing several men. While in thia podtion, as we were not f ing,  
the men were all ordered to keep down behind the little earthwork, but. 
my curiosity got the best of me. I had picked up a d l  field glae8, 
probably loet by eome officer, in one of our movement8 a t  Spottsylvanh, 
and was atanding up with my body against the tire of the wheel and rest-. 
ing the glaes on the top of the tire to survey their worka, when a sharp-. 
shooter's bullet struck the tire juat forward of the top, bn the downwsrdm 
curve of the wheel, and "spmttered." Thin d e a  of it went through my, 
cap and lodged in my hair, but none of them cut the akin. 

"Probably you'll keep down now, as I told you to," remarked the 
Captain, who waa sitting near the trail of the gun. "Maybe you'll obey 
that kind of orders, if you won't mine," he added, with grim sarwm. 

This thing aeemed to amnee the Old Man ex&vely, and he asked 
severel t h e a  sfterward "if I didn't want to mll that field glass? " He 
wae quite right. I "obeyed the ordere" of that Rebel eherpehooter im- 
plicitly, and my head waa not seen above the worh  again. My cnrioeity 
had for once been completely satisfied. I need to have a theory that I 
"bore a charmed Life,,, ae the easing is; that no bid1 was made for me, 
and all that sort of thing, and need to brag about it. So, when I got down 
with alacrity on this occasion, the boys all laughed a t  me. It was a close 
call. If the bullet had come three inchee higher it would have got me 
right ovm the bridge of the nose, and these reminimnow would have 
r e d e d  UnwTitten. 

Bigelow's Battery, in resr of our linea, and Sheldon's, on the north 
bank, also fired a few m d s  during thia engagement. The action lasted 
till after dark, when our linea were well established. Mink's, Walcott'e 
and Richardaonls Batterieu remained in position on the right of our line. 
Stewart's and Hart's were advanced to the left about 600 yards, and poeted 
near the Fountaine House to command ;the Virginia Central Railroad. bboat . 
dark Mej. Fitzhugh, with the two lasenamed batteries and Phillipsls, re- 
ported to Gen. Grillin, commanding the Firet Division. There wee no oc- 
tion during the day. On May 26 the line wasextended to the left to join the 
Ninth Corps The three batteries with MI$ Fitzhngh-Stewart's, Hart's 
and Phillip's-were engaged a t  timea during the day on the ekirmieh line 
of Gen. Grifkls  front, but could elicit no reply from the enemy's artillery, 
although Hart's and Phillipe'e &red coneiderably from the enemylaBharp 
shootera The object of poeting the batteries in these podtione, however, 
was gained in par t idy  eilatlcing the 6nemy1s skirmishers in front of the. 
Firet Division. Cooper's, Breck's and Walcottls Batteries were alee in 
poeition on the h n t  of Crawfordla Division, on the left of the corpe, but 
not en&. Dmbg the whole day of May 26 the batter& were idle, 
but the infantrg was engaged in deutroying the railrosd. At dark the Fifth ' 
Corps withdrew to the north side of the river, and all the batteriee were 



ordered to be in readineae to march. The next day they .moved to the 
Pmunky massing and cnmped for the night i n  the neighborhood of 
Mongohick and Brandywine. Early in the morning of May 28 tbeg d 
the Pamunky at  the ford near Hanover Town, the corpe taking position 

-on the south bank in front of Dr. Brockenbrmgh's House and intrenching, 
the left resti/ng on the Totopotomoy and the right cawsing the main road to 
what was called "Hawea7s Store. l' The following-named batteries were in 
position from right to left : Cooper's, Stewart's, Bigelow's, Barnes's, Breckls 
and Phillips's. There was no engagement a t  this point. On May 29 we 
moved at  10 a. m. by way of Hawea1s Store and formed on the left of the 
Ninth Corpe, the First Division being the left of our line and reaching 
across the Totopotomoy to Widow VL1s Farm. 

Maj. Fitzhugh had Rittenhousels, Richardeon'e and Mink's Batteries 
in  position a t  this point, the tht of which threw a few shells into the 
woods toward the Mechanicsville Road. The remaining betteriea were 
parked near headqnarters, a t  the Vorman Honae. On May 30 the whole 
mrpe advanced to the Via Honse. The Firat Diviaion was pnshed up the 
Shady Grove Roed, accompanied by Maj. Fitzhugh'e three batteries, M i  
.engaging one of the enemy's batteries, which had opened on the head of 
,our column. The Third Division (Crawford's) a t  the m e  time moved 
out to gain the Mechaniwville Pike. Their skirmishers had just d it 
,near the Tinsley House, where the enemy charged and drove the division 
back nearly to the Shady Grove Road. Richasdson's Battery immediately 
.took position acrow the mad by which the Third Division was retreating 
.and opened with solid shot and afterward with mister ,  when the enemy 
made a determined charge on that b t te rg  and was repulsed by it almost 
nnaided, leaving dead within 30 feet of ite muzzles. Richentson got great 
m d i t  from Ge118. Griffin and Crawford for the handling of his batterg at 

.%his point. Mink's Battery ras posted on the north side of the Shady 
' 

Grove Road, immediately in front of the Bowles Honse, and Bmk's  was 
%brought up on the left of Richardson's. At the same time Rittenhonse's, 
'Walcott's and Bigelowls were posted on the extreme left of our line, near 
'.the Armstrong Honse, the lset named also having a g x d  field of fire over 
.the open ground around the Bowles House should we have to draw back 
from that position. Later in the day the three batteriea were pushed for- 

.ward about 800 yards a c r w  a small run to a ridge, from which they could 
command the Mechanicaville Road at  and to the eaet of Betheads Church 
All these batteries were engaged during the afternoon in a sharp contest 
with the enemy's guns posted near the church and the Tinsley Honse. 

During May 31 none of the batteries were engaged. Capt. Cooper 
.started for home with some of his men whoae terms of servica had expired. 
'There were, however, enough men left to render the battery effective, and 
Lieut. Miller remained in command of it. In the morning of June 1, by 
orders from corps headquarters, Phillips, Stewart and Richardson were ne- 
kgned to the First Division. The left of the corps was swinging around 
.across the Mechanicsville Pike, and during the day pnshed through the 

\ 
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woods to within eight of the enemy's works, a t  ehort musket range. While 
fhia was being done, Rittenhonse was posted on the wood road to the l ee  of 
the pike, and Sheldon on the pike itself. The f h t  was able to hold his p 
aition for half an hour, but the latter only a few minutee, when they were 
overwhelmed by the enemy ls fire and obliged to withdraw. Both sdered  
severely. Capt. Sheldon received a verg severe wound in the h. Just 
before dark o m  and Richmbon1s Batteries were advanced on the skirmish 
line in front of Bartlett's Brigade. On reaching the line of battle we found 
that our infantry egirmishere had fallen back from the position we were to 
occnpy, and thst Bartlett7s Brigade was hotly e q n p i .  The batteriea were 
subsequently withdrawn during the night, our line having been advanced 
up the wood road spoken of to the edge of the woods. Rittenhousels and 
Barnes's Batteries were placed in podtion there, on the left of the wood road, 
Walcott7s and Hart's on the right. Early June 2 the poeition held by the 
four batteriea last mentioned was found expoeed to the 5m of a large portion 
of the enemy's line6 a t  rangeeof from 800 to1,600 yarde. They a h  obtained 
q ugly croee fire on them from a detached work opposite the extreme left 
of the corps, and the Rebel aharpehootere were within 200 yards. About 
10 a. m. Crawford's Division waa extended to the left ; Miller's (Cooper's), 
Sheldonle, Breckls and Bigelow's Batteries were moved with it  and posted, 
the 5mt two to the front and left of the Jenkins House, Breckls haLf a mile 
to our left, 5lling the gap of 600 yarde between om left and Birney'a Divis- 
ion, of the Becond Corpa Bigelow's Battery, after considerable labor, was 
.got into an excellent position abont half way between Barnes and Miller, 
where they obtained an excellent 5re on the enemy's detgched work, forc- 
ing them to withdraw their guns, aa clleo an enfilading 5re upon their skir- 
miah line in the woods in  front of the Third Division. 

During the aRernoon of the 2d of June, the Ninth Corps having moved 
:around by our mar toward the left of the line, o m  corps waa drawn in 
from the right, Cutler's and Crewford's Divisions were sent down to hold 
the line toward Beulah Church, and 5ve or six of the batteriea went with 
them, aa above d d b e d .  This left C f d n l s  Division holding the extreme 
right of our m y ,  his headquarters being,& l3etheda Church. He m a d  
his three infantry brigadea about the church, and our Batterg dismounted 
in colnmn in the road just back of the church, where there was shade, the 
day being very hot and sultry. The road we were in  waa the turnpike 
leading to the Chickahominy at  Mechanicaville. North of this road waa 
another, called the Shady Grove Road, running nearly parallel to it, the 
,distance between the two a t  this point being abont a mile. The country 
between was mostly "old field, " with astraggling grove about three-fo& 
s f  a mile west of the church, and somewhat cut up  with small ravinea 
formed by the heads of a creek that flowed toward Mechanicsville, holding 
ite course all the way between the two roads. The ground wes dry and 
dusty, so that movement8 of large bodiea of troops would be indicated a t  
some distance by clouds of dust. 

About the time that G=ifEn had completed the maeeing of his division, 



as above described, which may have been between 3 snd 4 o'clock, clouds 
of dust Prom the Shady Grove R o d  on the north indicated a move 
ment of the enemy to get on our right hk. The indications of this 
movement rapidly extended to the Mechmicwille Road, and Gen. GriiBn. 
seeing that s heavy atteck was imminent, deployed his three brigades- 
Sweitzer on the right, f i g  the Sdsdy Grove Road ; Bmtlett in the center, 
and Ayrea on the left, croeging the Mechaniesville Pike and fscing west or 
southwest. In  that ahape M e e t  advanced, throwing out skirmishe~s, 
who soon became cloeely engaged. While thia wae going on the Battery 
remained in ite former posikion in column, standing st easa There was a 

DIAQRAX OF B ~ B B B D A  CHURCH, Jum 8, mu. 
rosd connecting the two before mentioned, which branched off near our 
padtion and ran through Sweitzer's line, so that we were d y  to move 
ont either on the main pike to help Bartlett or Ayrea, o r s n  thia connecting 
road to help Sweitzer, as occasion might reqnim. The other batterieu with 
Orifftn'e Division - Phillip's and Ric Y -were ferther to the right, 
esld a t  that moment moving to the fro t with Sweitzer's b e .  

Soon &r the skirmiehing began the enemy developed his main line. 
in the grove in Bmtlett's front, on the north aide of the MechenicsvilIe 
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Road, and ,it waa apparent h m  the deployment of his ekirmiahera and 
their audacity that they were backed by a main line extending over behind 
the crest in that direction. He also developed in front of Ayree mnth 
of the Mechanicsville Road, but did not display eo much vigor there. 
In a few minutes tl cloud of dust appeared rising jnst beyond the 
grove. The rapidity of ite movemente, as well as ite v o l p e ,  betokened 
the approach of a battery at a gallop along the pike. On came the dnst 
cloud, and the next moment out of the grove and into the clearing, in plain 
sight, came the head of colnmn of the Rebel battery, which formed in bat- 
tery by piece on ita left piece in beautiful style, unlimbering and opening 
on M l e t t ' s  infantry quicker than it am be told. In our front, where the 
M e W c w i l l e  Pike entered the grove or woods, we& of the Bethesda 
Chnrch, there was s clearing which extended aome distance into the woods, 
forming amrtof pocket orreceea This clearing may have been lOor 15 aura 
in extent, and waa of s triangular ahape, m that it was ommanded by the * 
woods on both franks. It was in this clearing, about a t  the base of the 
trisngle, that the enemy m e  in battery. Between ns and the enemy 
there wae a stretch of low ground, somewhat grown up with small brush, 
and the old pike waa graded up to some extent through this low ground. 
For this reaeon there was no eligible place for ns to go in battery anywhere 
in this low ground, but Bartlett's infastry found good cover there, and as 
soon aa the enemy opened with his m i s t e r  they all lay down and began 
to dig with their tin plates, etc. It was almost incredible how quickly 
the veteran infantry would make light earthworks in soft ground-at 
least enough to cover them when lying down. When the Rebel battery 
m e  into position we were "standing at ease " in column jnst back of 
Betheda Chnrch. The Battery was halted in colnmn of pieces, left in 
fmnt. The Old Man was lounging on hie saddle, near the right gun, with 
his elbow on the pommel and his chin resting on his hand. He had a 
group of 15 or 20 of the boys wound him, and was evidently telling them 
mme of his droll anecdote about the " Jackaee Cavelry " in Texas before 
the war or killing Indians and capturing squaws in Utah. I a u l d  not 
hear what he was seying, but judged that he waa in one of his funny moods 
from the laughter of the boys around him. Suddenly Gen. G r i f b  beckoned 
to Stewart, who leR us and rode over toward the General. But, divining 
what Griffin wanted, he said, as he wheeled his home round : "This means 

' us, boys. Drivers, mount ! Cannoneers, mount ! Attention ! " A few worde 
peesed between the General and Stewart, which I did not hear, of couree, 
being a t  that moment in the act of mounting the limber-chest, but after- 
ward learned that Gen. Gritfln said : " Jamea (he nwaLly called Stewart 
by his first name id that way), can you go in battery under that h?" 

"Yes, sir ; where &all I unlimber? " 
"Snit yonrself about that, but keep an eye to your mpporta I would 

like to eee thst battery silenced." 
"I will shut it up, sir." 
Now, this quwtion aa to whether we should unlimber on this side or 
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the other side of the low ground spoken of was a very important one. If 
we unlimbered on this side (that is, the side near the church,) we would 
have over half a mile range, and would have to iire over Bartlett's head- 
or, rather, over his men. But if we crowd it, we would have to go in 
battery within a few hundred feet-feet, mind you, not yards-from the 
enemy's m m ,  and that was right on Bartlett's ekirmish line ; in fact, 
a little beyond it, became Bartlett's skirmishere were tgking cover of the 
slight bank formed by the descent from the high ground. Having his 
choice, as before stated, the. Old Man choee the cloae quartere ! Every man 
and boy in the Battery saw instantly that thia wae the fineat opportunity 
of the campeign to ahow the stuff we were made of. There wae, as re- 
marked in a former chapter of this sketch, a strong feeling of rivalry be- 
tween our Battery and Rittenhonse's, which wss Grifh's old battery, and 
Grif611 had an enormous amount of conceit abont/hie old battery. So we 
all had the same thought that this would be a h e  opportunity to take that 
conceit out of &n. GrBln, and to show him what '' Gibbonlsold battery l' 
could do. 

Tnrning from Gen. CfriBn, Stewart whipped out his saber and epnrred 
to the front of the Battery column, executing a "right moulinet " as he did 
so. '' Attention-forward, march ! Trot ! ! -Gallop ! ! !" And then, as 
the huge wheels began to thunder behind him and the tremp of the power- 
ful horsea and the yells of the drivere and cracking of the whips mingled 
with the '' swish, swish7' of the enemy's d s t e r  down, the pike, he bent 
forward over his horse's neck, and spurring him to a mn roared out like a 
lion: "Comeon,boys! follow me!!-Charge!!!" Thiswasanordernot 
included in the "Light Artillery Manual," but we all knew what it meant. 
And to this day the surviving veterans of the FiRh Cow will tell you 
about the "Charge of Stewart's Bat- at  Bethesda Chnrch ! 

Old infantry veterans who were out in  the flelds along the pike that 
day, have described the appearance of the Battery aa i t  came down the road. 
The Old Man was about flve or six yards in front, bending over his horse's 
neck and spurring him with both heels, swinging his saber and shouting, 
'$ Come en !" Every driver lying forward on his horse, whipping and 
yelling ; every Gunner and Cannoneer hanging on for life to the guard-& 
of the limbercheata, and bounding six inch- high from the springleas eeab 
as the huge wheels flew over the rnte ; a long trail of dust streaming behind, 
and the very earth made to smoke and tremble under the f lem tramp of 
the flying steeds ! Speed was everything here, becaw it  was neceseaxy to 
get there quick and get to work before the enemy could get many rounds 
into ns ; and, besides, as i t  was a very desperate enterprise, it was best to 
go in with all possible "whoop and hurrah ! " 

When we d e d  the ground which was favorable for going in battery, 
Stewart gave rapid ordera to "trot " and "walk," and then - &' Forward 
idto battery," etc. Then, depending on the perfect discipline of his b o p  
to execute general orders without details, it was, " Action front ! Right 
wction load solid shot and case alternately. No. 1, left section, loed corn- 
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mon ahell. Cut fheee one second (so they wonld burst at  1,200 feet, just 
before reaching the enemy's battery). 'Old Besa' (the left gun), give 'em 
doublecanister!" And " b b y p i e c e ! v  Bnd "eockitto'em!" Allina 
perfect tomnt of roars ! 

From that time on it was "Keep that muzzle down ! l ' "Steady, 
there ! " "That's right ! 'l " Keep her there ! " and similar directions. 
Meantime every one of the boys who survived was working for the great 

Did yon ever hear the thump of a rammer on a shot or canister-head 
when No. 1 waa "sending home" while yon were getting ready to prick 
&ridge and hook on the lanyard? And did yon ever hear thnt sound 
mingled with the cloee thunder of the enemy's gum and the "skitt,er and 
kerchug ! " of his canister splintering yonr gun-casriagee or plowing the 
gronnd about yonr feet, to say nothing of itg whiz and whim in the air 
a b u t  yonr ears, or the occasional savage "plunk" of one that happened to 
find a poor comrade's boaom in its fiewe track? If you have, it is not 
necessary to describe the scene while we were getting in that drst load. * 
If  yon have not, why then descliptioq would be wasted. If there wae ever 
a forlorn hope of artillerymen in battle, it waa the old Battery while that 
Grst .load was being "sent home." But beyond hard breathing through 
set teeth, l ip compressed, nostrils dilated, and eyea hard-tempered i n  the 
heat of battle, yon could eee no change in the expressions of the boys. 
Almost without exception the men who took the Battery into action 
there were veterans of from 18 to 20 battles, and they could literally han- 
dle 12-pounder Napoleons like horse-pistole I Of course, a t  that time, when 
the pernunel of the Battery had been winnowed and winnowed in battle 
after battle, or tried in the teat of hungrg marches and muddy bivonacks 
nntil every man that survived and etood by was as tough as the braas gum 
that they served ; or when by the frightful fatigues, sufferings and priva- 
tions of that Wilderness and Spotteylvanirt campaign, which Stewart had 
shared with ns shonlder to shoulder, we had been drawn so near to the 
Old Man that he had become not only our commander bnt our comrade, 
every one of whom wonld have followed him right into an open grave if he 
hadadledtonsto "Comeon, boys!" 

The Rebel battery, which had slackened a little when Bastlett's infan- 
try lay down, reopened fhriously on na as we came along the road, firing 
both case and canister; but their practice wae not good, and they did not 
hit either man or horse until we halted and begas to unlimber. Be we 
unlimbered we could see our infantry poking their heads up out of the 
graes and wee& to look a t  ns, and they enconraged na.with loud yells and 
cheers ; while our skirrnithers, lying down in the field on our fl&uks, kept 
up a crackling i3-e at the enemy's battery, as the enemy's infantry in the 
edge of the woods also did a t  ns. Under such circumstances we nnlim- 
bered, loaded, and the concert began ; and yon can bet that from that mo- 
ment the music was by the f i l l  band. We had 13 or 14 men hit altogether 
in this &airl of whom 10 or 11 went down in the single minute that it 



took us to unlimber and get in the 5ret load. ARer that our Canfederate 
friends had something to engage their attention beaide their own practice. 
The two batteries were not more than 1,200 feet apart, both in the open, 
withont the slightest cover, and the only advantage we hml waa that the 
Rebels were on slightly rising ground, which, of course, was an advantage 
in practice a t  that range, aa point-blank artillerg practiee is always best 
from "the lower hillside. " But this trifling advantage was of no sccount 
until we conld get in position and unlimber and get in one load. In t h m  
piping timea of pesce i t  wonld be uaelass to attempt a deacription of what 
it means to jump a battery into position within point-blank canister range 
of another W r y  already firing, and that, tau, on a broad turnpike road 
running through open fields, withont a particle of cover for a t  leaat half a 
mile. The Rebel battery in  this instance was gallantly served, and they 
got one regular blizzard into us, but it was their laet chance. 

The day being hot and snltry, with no air stirring, the smoke hung 
right in front of us, eo that after the second or third round we could not 
see the enemy at  all, but we conld hear his m i s t e r  rattling among our 
guns and wheels like big hailstones, or whizzing past our heads, or whir- 
ring throngh the grass and bnshea. But we had the exact direction by the 
well-defined tracks of the wheels in the i h t  recoil, so there was no d a -  
cnlty in pointing, and all we had to do was "keep her muzzle down." 
In three minntes we could feel the enemy's 5re slacken. In  seven or eight 
minutes more he ceased e~itirely, and then, as the smoke lifted, we saw 
his deserted guns standing silent in the field ! Ordinarily Stewart was 
more d m  and precise in the most desperate fighting than at  any other 
time, bnt on this occasion, as we gave a cheer, he joined in with us. His 
face was as black as any of his h o n e e r a  with bnrnt powder, and as the 
day was very hot and sultry and he was quite fleshy, the lively work he 
hsd been doing made the sweat pour down his  cheek^ in comical streak9 
among the powder staine. At this moment one of the men in the rignt 
aection -probably Tom Clarke or Bill Bartholomew-shook his fist a t  
the enemy and shouted, "All down ! Set 'emenp again, - - yon !" 
This mised a laugh and another cheer, and the Captain said something to 
this Cannoneer, to the effect that he waa very hard to eatisfy, and asked 
him about how many batteries he would like to clean out in one afternoon ! 
He also declared, with somewhat profane emphasis, that there was not 
another fonr-gun battery in any army on Christ's green earth that could 
a d  before his boys 10 minutes in the open field a t  m i s t e r  range ! 

We all regarded this as one of the most noteworthy in the long list of 
the achievements of Stewart's Battery. It had become a common thing 
with ns to 6ght charging infantry with double canister a t  ranges so c l w  
that we could almost " smell their breath, l 1  and we had frequent contesta 
with the enemy's artillery at fair rangee, in which we had oflen silenced 
him or driven him out of position, dismounting some of his gnns or blow- 
ing up some of his caiseons. But this affeir on the Mechanicsville Road 
wee unique in it8 way. It waa &fair, square duel between two batteries of 



fom gans each -l%pounder Napol~ona on each eide -m close together 
that they might aa well have been "muzzle to muzzle," and without the 
le& a v e r  for either aide. The only q d o n  waa rapidity and pFecieion 
of fire. The Battery thd everything that would tell-ahell, ease and 
canister ; &ell and case with fnaw cut "point blank to b m t  a t  1,200 feet 
from three of the gnns, and canister, doubled all the time, from the other 
one. The Henlt wae, doubtleea, the moet perfect tornado of iron ever de- 
livered from a foar-gan battery. When the enemy deserted his g& and 
left them steading silent in the field near thepike, and hie infantry recoiled 
into the woods, it appeared that we had practically csptnred a battery 
5vm the enemy ! About thia time Gena G W ,  Bartlett aslQ Ayree came 
up  into the road where we were, and O W  snggeeted that aa we had 
silenced the enemy's battery, snd it waa too late to make an inh t ry  ad- 
vance, we might aa well limber up and go back to the church. 

Stewart aaked Gien. Q W  if he was not going to advance his idbtry  
to take in the enemy's deserted guna He said no, became that would in- 
volve too c l m  an approach to the enemy's cover in  the woods, which they 
were clearly holding in force. Then the Old Man eaid, "if you will ad- 
vanes your skirmish line to cover me, by - I will take mme of my teame 
and haul them in myself with my men !" 

Stewart waa very anxions to get tho88 gana Of amme it would have 
been a very desperate thing to go out there and haul them in, covered ae 
they were by all of R0dea7s infantry in the edge of the wood8 on the north 
aide of the MecMceville Pike, but he would have done it if he could have 
got the neceesarJr support. We had deatmyed nearly every man and horsa 
they had. They were waiting for darkness, m aa to haul their dinmantled 
gum off by hand. We had lost only 14 men and not more than a dozen 
horseu We felt that we had redly csptnred their battery, became we had 
destm~ed every living thing in it, and had made it impoeeible for anyone to 
approach the deeerted gum, But we could not go out and hook on to the 
gnna and fetch them in without the mpport of a general advance of our 
infbtry. This Gen. Grifiin wonld not und8rtake; m, aRer dark, they 
hauled their dismantled gnna off by hand. No doubt G d f h  waaright. He 
always was. It would have coat mme livee to go out and get the Rebel 
guns which we had diemantled, but there waa not a man in the Battery 
who would not have jumped a t  the chance to volunteer with the teams to 
go and fetch them in. As i t  was, whenever the enemy's infsstry showed 
up in the edge of the wood8 from that time till pitch dark, we soon eent 
them to the right about with a few rounds of case andcanister. They kept 
dmphooting at  na till dark, but did not hit -body. Finally, when Gen. 
Grifiin decided to draw in his picket line about 9 o'clock, we limbered up 
and went back to the field in front of Bethesda Church, where we bivouacked 
fdr the night. 

Stewart waa the only co-oned o a w r  of the Battery preeent in 
this &r ; as, in fact, he had been ever since May 8. M. Serg't McBride 
waa commanding the right section, Serg't Thorpe the lee, and Q. Itf. Serg't 





Henry Moore the caissons. With mch Sergeante we did not need any 
Lieutenants. 

I shall never forget the behavior of our No. 1 in this d o n .  It wse 
old Griff Wallace, of the 7th W b n s i n .  He waa certainly an artist a t  
the muzzle of a gun. On this occasion he didn't pretend to sponge, except 
a t  about every 5t%h load. Meantime the hot vent was burning my thumb- 
stall to a crisp and scorching my thumb, so I wonld call out : 

, 

iLFor - - 's sake, GriE, sponge the gun ! " 
And he wonld answer : 
LiSponge,- -!'I L'Sti&tothevent,youlittle - - ! I v  

'LStick!!!" 
Ordinarily I would have merited that epithet, but did not feel called 

upon to do so then Toward the last it waa really painful. As the leather 
kept burning through I wonld pull the thumb-8tall down until no more 
of it  was left, and then I agpealed to Griff that the vent was burning 
my flesh. All the mtktktion I got was a krca growl between hie Irieh 
teeth : 

"Thumb i t  with the bone, then, - - yon ! !" 
I cas 8ee that Iriah hero now, his cnrly hair loow on his bare head, 

his a m  bare to the elbows, aa he had thrown away cap and jacket and 
rolled up his shirt sleeves when we unlimbered. Afbr it was all over, end 
we were sipping our coffee under the W o w  of Qrifb's headqmrtem at  
the little church that evening, I said : 

"Griff, snppoee I had let go of that hot vent when you wouldn't 
sponge, and there had been a premature discharge in mnee~uence?~  

'' Well, " he says, '' Cub, I had thought of that, and had made up my 
mind to brain yon a t  once with the rarnmer-head if that occoccarred ! " 

How deliciously Irish that was ! The joke of this will instantly be 
understood by any artilleryman. I f  I had ever let go of that vent there 
wouldn't have been enough left of Pat and hia rammer to bmin a flea 
with. He wonld have been blown from the muzzle. 

Every one seemed to feel the oontagiona spirit of victory. It is a pity 
that the enemy did not develop another battery there, if for no other pnr- 
pose than to "set 'em up again ! Everybody was ready for it. When 
the smoke litled the Rebel battery appeared about aa follows: The near 
wheel of their right gun was smashed, and that gun was to that extent 
dismounted. Their No. 2 gun of the right eection was turned around so 
that it  wae almost sideways toward na Their No. 1 gun of the left section 
had been knocked out of itu tmnnioncape, eo that it appeared to be atand- 
ing on itu cwcsbel-knob behind itu carriage. The No. 2 gnn of their left 
section was apparently intact, but it waa eome distance i n  rear of the 
others, indicating either that an effort had been made to haul i t  off by 
hand, or else that they had let i t  continue to go back with each recoil in- 
stead of running it up into position after the diechqea Be this se it 
may, the Rebel guns were all there, and nobody waa there with them, ex- 
cept those who were stretched out on the ground. But me were ready for 



another one of the same sort, which, beyond doubt, would have shred tKe 
fate of the first. 

There was no further eerions attack on that poeition, but on oar right, 
north of the road, the enemy developed a strong f o m  of infantry late in 
the afternoon. Them were repulsed by Bartlett7s Brigade after a sharp 
brush, in which the Battery, or the right section, fired several rounds, the 
other section watching the enemy's dismantled battery. Thii concluding 
part of the action was fought mainly by Bartlett's Brigade against Rodes's 
Division, and as neither side had any cover it was one of the prettiest little 
fights of that campaign. It showed that, however well the Johnnies could 
fight in  dense bmeh, ae i n  the Wilderness, or behind heavy works, as a t  
Spbttsylvania, they could not stomach the lead and cold steel of that vet- 
eran brigade in the open. They were routed in great confusion and driven 
back to the Shady Grove Road, about a mile, losing several hundred men, 
among whom was Brig.-Gen. Doles, of Rodes's Division, killed. This put 
an end to the attempt to turn o m  right flank on the 26 of June. 

Here i t  becomes my pleasant task to make particular mention of little 
Johnny Cook, our Bugler. ' Thia was his last battle with the old Battery. 
I t  was a t  least his twentieth battle, and he was only 16 or 17 years old. 
Literally, Johnny "had more battles than his yesrs." His time was out, 
he had his honorable discharge in  his pocket, and was only awaiting t m  
portation to go home ; but his bugle never sounded so loud and clear as it 
did when he followed the old Captain and blew "forward, trot," and " for- 
ward, gallop ! " ae om gallant h o r n  stretched their necku out for that Rebel 
battery on the pike ! The Cap& did not want Johnny to go into action 
that day. Maybe he had a superatition that a man-or boy -who went 
into a fight &r hia time was out would be killed. But Johnny had got 
that old scent of powder up hienose once more, and nothing could stop him ! 
So away he went, following the Old Man along the pike, and blowing his 
bugle as lustily as ever, while the enemy's canister cut down the brnsh by 
the side of the road or meamed over o m  heads. He rode a white bob- 
tailed pony, which we always hated to see in line of battle, bemuse she 
made a center target for the enemy's shells. Sometimes Stewart wonld 
send him to the rear, in order to get thst pony out of sight of the enemy. 
"Get that - ghost out of eight," the Captain would yell sometimes, 
when the enemy wonld begin to resch for little John and his white pony 
with their shells ! But on this o r d o n  "everything went,ll as you would 
say, " and the devil take the hindmost." It was simply a case of "do or 
die, " and one white home more or less made no difference. We either had 
to wipe out that Rebel battery in 10 minutes or bleach our bonea in that 

, 
"old field " on the Mechanicsville Pike. There were abont 65 or 70 men 
with the Battery in thia adion, out of about 114 or 116 men who had rroesed 
the Rapidan in its ranks 30cdays before ! 

& the Battery was then reporting directly to Gen. GrifEn, who acted 
, as his own " Chief of Division Artillery," and put the Battery into action 

himaelf, the report of the action was to be made to him. So, when he rode 



into the Battery, he told Stewart that he wanted him to make a full report 
of that d o n ,  and to -tion all the men who had d b t h @ b d  thamselvea 
Whereupon the Old Men replied : "In thet caae, General, I will simply 
have to append to my report the preeent for duty roll of the Battery, air ! 

After it wes dl over Oem. GrifEn, Bartlett and Ayrea m e  into the 
Battery and showered a,ng&nMiiom and compliments on Stewart and on 
the men individually. GtrifEn and A m  being veteran Regular artillerg- 
men, were particularly enthasiastic. 

Oen. GrifFn, noticing a piece of wnrtpleeter on my eyebrow, and that 
the middle fingar on my left hand wae done up in a reg (this wee from 
my 5ght with Paddy Hart's man two or three nighta before, as already 
eteted), d d  : " I nee you have been h i tH  I replied: "Oh, air, that was 
in  a previow -ent ! This made the boys laugh, btrt the General 
thought it wae all right, and I did not taka the pmim to tell him what kind 
of t& "engage.ment it was. Oen. Ayree aleo made a little epeech to na, 
which was very unusnal for him. He said that "if that work had been done 
by a British battery the Queen wonld have a epecial medal strnck to com- 
memorate it and every man in the Battery wonld receive one." 

Gen. Barblett Bsid : I '  Bop, I have seen a good deal of mldlery prac- 
tice, but I never saw one battery chaw up another ee you did that battery 
thi &moon ! " 

June 3 all the batten- were in poeition and more or l a  engaged. G ~ R  
Warren having decided to aaeume the offensive +t the enemy's left. 
wing and to clear the Mechanic~ville Pike, Gri5in and Cutler advanced 
their infantry, and PhilIipals, Richardeonlg Stewartls and Mink1g parallel 
to and north of the Mechanicsville Road, were pushed forward by batteries 
with the line of battle. The ground wae gained under a galling h o f  artil- 
lery asd mnaketry at  considerable loas, the enemy's batteries W i g  securely 
posted under cover. They were, however, a t  Laet driven out and their 
poeition occupied by our skirmishera During this time they also charged 
down the Mechaniaville Road and through the woods to drive ita north 
side, but were repulsed by Ayres's Brigade with the aid of Hart's and Rib 
tenhouse's Batteries. The former looked directly up the road, asd  the 
enemy reached within short canister range of the batteries before they were 
checked. Barnes's and Walcott's Batteries had been brought back ftom 
the left, ae well as Mink1& and were p t e d  in their old position on either 
side of the wood road. Together with the batteries on the left they were 
frequently engaged with the enemy's artillery during the b y .  After 
we had wiped out the Rebel artillery and onr infantry had driven the 
enemy's infantry back to the Shady Grove R d  we all bivouacked in the 
position. About amdown copious showers came up, accompanied with 
heavy thunder and sharp lightning. This rain was most welcome, because 
it cooled the d r ,  laid the dust and filled the hollows with pure water, 
which we had eadly lacked for several daya It wet us all to the skin, but 
we did not care about that ; in fact, me enjoyed it  aa the first "bath " we 
had had for a fortnight. Griffin's Division held it8 ground that night and 



the next day (June 4) until aflernoon, when, h d n g  of the great rep* 
of the Second, Sixth and Eighteenth Corpe down to the leR, we withdrew to 
the works about the church. 

It has been stated by high militerg authority that the tactics of the 
asssulte of June 3 on the Second, Sixth and Eighteenth Corpe fronte were 
not well advieed. The order wae to " attack all along the line. l 1  It w m  
delivered to three different corps commandera; drsti~to "attack in con- 
art, l1 and, when they had failed to do that, they were directed to 'Llttta& 
without reference to each other's movementa.ll If t,hb is trne it was not 
good M c e  in the most primitive senee of the term. Even aa a private. 
mldier I had learned enough of the art of war to know that trne tactical 
skill consiets in  the ability to dimern the weakest point in a long intrenched 
line, to d l  it with resiatleas vigor, force it a t  that point, and then by 
promptly mpporting the attacking column on either or both W s  take 
advan- of the confheion of the enemy a t  the vortex of the di&r, 
Grant did not take thia conme. He mnsed his corpe commanders to de- 
liver what might be dled dkmnnected, or a t  l& unconcerted, aseanlte 
along a line not l e a  than three miles in length. If his purpose wae to. 
prevent the enemy from rehforcing any one c r i t i d  point by making all 
points critical, he did not succeed; bemuse it is now well known that, 
Lee, in  the very hight of the aswnlt, deliberately dbgmished the front 
which the Eighteenth Corpe was attacking to reinforce the front charged 
by the Second and Sixth Corps. It cannot be said that these assaults were 
feebly delivered, because the number of wounded men who fell eo close u p  
to the enemy's works that they had to .b left there to perish during the  
next three days gives a pathetic lie to any such statemen& that. ~ o t h i n ~  
in the ruLnala of war can snrpaee the h e ~ i c  devotion with which the &kc- 
ond, Sixth and Eighteenth Corps d e d  the worka in their fmnte the 3d 
of June, 1864. 

It is trne that our own corpe, the FiRh, took no part in these bloody 
and futile aassulte. Our work waa of a more agreeable character-holding 
the right of the m y  in the open a t  and about Bethestla Chnmh, and from 
there down among the swamp toward Beulah Church-so that the only 
oomidemble part we took in the operations waa the summary manner in 
which we wound up Early's various efforts to tum our right flank. 

Suppoee that Grant, instead of delivering those aseanlts "all along, 
the line " to the southward of Benlah Church, had deployed the Eighteenth 
Corps down there and pushed it up as clm to their works as possible, 
without wsanlting, as a demonstration in  force, supporting it with the 
Ninth Corpe, which was totally useless aa it  was handled. And then, w p  
pose he had m d  the Second, Fifth and Sixth Corps at  and abont Be- 
th& Church, m d  made a break with them along the Mechanicsville 
Pike, covering the Shady Grove Road on our extreme right with the 
cevalry. By this movement he might psaibly have mahed the lefi flank 
of Lee's army by an overwhelming attack and forced him into the 
"pocket71 formed by the Chickahominy, which was nnfordable in hie re= 
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for more than half the length of his line, or at any point below the bridge 
a n  the road leading b m  Gaines's Mill to Richmond. The line of the Me- 
chanicaville Pike was largely in open field, where our numerical prepon- 
derance and the superiority of our artillery must have told with fatal power. 

The ease with which we (the Fifth Corps) shsttered Early's attempt to 
turn the right flank, and the impunity with which Bartlett followed Rode8 

. *right up to his intrenchmente aRer he recoiled, indicates what might have 
%.wen accompliehed by a m d v e  at- on that part of the line the next 
morning by the combined &xength of the Second, Fifth and Sixth Corpe, 
aided by a strong demonstration of the Ninth and Eighteenth Corps on our 
left below Beulah Church. 

No movement of any 8cc0111lt wae made during the 4th on either side. 
The dead remained unburied on the ground funght over during June 1, 2 
and 3, and as thi ground was now between the two lines many of the 
wounded remained where they fell, and no relief could reach them. This 
was not true of the Fifth C o y  so much ae it was of the f3econd, Kith  and 
Eighteenth, to our left. Our fighting had been mom in the open, and we 
&ad more chance to remove our wounded. 

But the other three corps which had assaulted the trenchea and had 
'been bloodily repulsed hsd to leave their wounded where they fell. Those 
who lay nearest our works 
were dragged in at night by 
their comrades, but every ef- 

the musketry of the enemy in 
hii works. Several men of 
rthe Second and Sixth C o y  

stll the fighting. 
Gen. Lee had alwaya been 

that he should permit his 
tmoptofireonourstretcher 5-7 .cI-L-~ 
(bearers, when the object of 
their mission was so plainly A KIND OF MUBDER. 

apparent. We preferred to believe thst Gen. Lee did not know it. The 
weather was frightfully hot, and excepting thunder showers the n~ght of 
Jnne 3 there was no rain for 30 days. Three days &r the battle there 
was a trnoe to collect the wounded men and bnry the dead, but it came too 
J&. For the killed, of course, it made no difference ; but at  leaat 1,000 
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wounded of the three corps who had been left close up to the Rebel trenches 
periahed wretchedly dnring those t h  days. Ex-Confederatea have told 
me since the war that they could see the poor wretches moving feebly and 
trying to crawl toward their (the Rebel) trenches for succor, and they went 
out themselves as far w they dared go and brought in  many of those nearest 
their works ; but they did not dare go far, and so those who lay midway 
between the lines could get no help from either side. However, the F m  
Cow saw little or nothing of these borrore, and knew of them only by hear- 
say, aa we were withdrawn h m  Bethesda Church on the night of June 5. 
or 6 and moved round to the left by roads in rear of the other corpa We 
arrived a t  Dispatch Station, where the York Railroad crosses the Chi& 
hominy, on the 7th, and remained there until the 12th. 

Our 10- in theee actions were four killed or mortally wounded and ' 
10 wounded, but it was a miracle that any escaped. Nearly all the men a t  
the guns and many of the drivers were more or less hit or scraped by canis- 
ter or splinters: The carriages were a h  ep1i.n-, up a good deal, but 
none of them were completely dieabled. 

aRer the war a gentleman who was in the artillery battalion of W e s ' s  
Division, under Md. Hardaway, told me that they had eight men killed 
and about 18 or 20 wounded, and lost nearly 30 horses, and were so crip- 
pled that they could not have hauled their guns off but for the help of their 
hfbtry. He would not believe that it was our four-gun battery alone 
that did the business. He was sure we must have had at  least eight guns 
in position. One reaeon why Stewart displayed such unnsnal feeling i n  
this affair was bemuse the terms of enlistment of many of hie beat men would 
expire in a few weeks, and were about to leave him, and he was in hopes 
they would re-enlist np to the last moment. He hated to lose these men, 
and did everything to persuade them to re-enlist. They did not, how- 
ever, not becsnse they disliked him or the service of the Battery, but 
simply k n s e  they had been fighting ever since Bull Run, and thought 
they had done their aham ; beaides, many of them had been wounded in 
previous battles, and the horrible fatigues and privations of this campaign 
had made their old wonnde troublesome. Thia was really the last fight in 
which dl the " Old, Old Veterans took @. Their terms of enlistment 
expired rayidly dnring the next few weeks. We'all huted to see them go, 
but could not blame them. They had enlisted in the Spring of 1861, 
had been in every battle of the army up to June, 1864. Out of all those 
originally detached out of the Iron Brigade and Patrick's Brigade there 
were not more thsn 45 or 50 l e a  now, and no one could say that they had not 
done their whole duty ; scarcely one of them had had s fnrlongh or hardly 
a pase to l a v e  the command in three years, except when they had been to 
hospital with wounda Singularly enough but one of theee v e t e r w  whoee 
times were about to expire was killed or crippled in thia deeperate en- 
counter. Thia one wes poor Charley Fulton, one of the very beat and 
bravat soldiers in the Battery, and F&O one of the dearest end most delighb 
ful of comrades. There were two of the Falton boys, John and Charley,. 



.and they had pulled through all our desperate battles together nnharmed 
up to this one. But poor Charley fell here a t  the very pinnacle of our 
glory, and every one in the Battery, from a p t  Stewart down, mourned 
his loss. But if the veterans did not reenlist they wound up their long, 
splendid osreera in s perfect blaze of glory, and conld well afford to retire 
,on such laurels. No wonder Stewart's good old heart ached to see them 
take their honorable diechargee nnd leave him. They were the pride of 
his soul. It memed that he never took quite eo much interest in the Bat- 
tery after they were gone. 

Under our system the artillery wea a thankless service, and the con- 
ditions that prevailed during the war mnde service i n  the Re@ bab 
teries more hopelea than even in the volunteers. See the service that 
Stewart did from the Fallof 1861 to the Fall of 1884. It took two yeara 
and eight battlee to raise him from Second to First Lieutenant ; and when 
he resched the latter rank he could get no further, because Gibbon re- 
-mained Captain of the Battery in the Regular Army List till the end, 
though s volunteer Mqior-General of two years' atmd'ig, and finally com- 
manding the Twenty-fourth Corps while still our Captain. The same was 
trne of Griflh's Battery. He remsined ite Captain even while Major-Gen- 
-era1 commanding the Fifth Corpe, and blocked the promotion of Hazlett, 
Rittenhow, Kingsbury, and other Lieutenants who fought it- or died 
among ite guns-to the end of the war. And it was even worm with the 
detached volunteers who made np the rank and file. When they b t  
joined, in  1861, they found the non-commisaioned placea filled with the 
.old Regular4 naturally, because in  the beginning the latter were the be& 
qualified ; but as the detached volunteers became veterans they were quite 
as well fitted for the non-commissioned posts as the old Regulars were. In 
t h e  case of our Battery this was not so manifest as in msny others. There 
were no better men anywhere than our old Regular Sergeants-Mitchell, 
McBride, Moore, Chapin and Maher. 

At any time after Fredericksbnrg we had a t  least 20 men of the de- 
*bed volunteers, Corporala and Cannoneers, besides the old Regulars, 
m y  one of whom was perfectly capable of commanding the Battery, and 
who, from every point of view, would have done honor to the ehoulder- 
s t r a p  of any army. But owing to the fsnlty organization of our artillery 
service these men had to serve on and on in battle after battle as private 
  can none era, and the only chance of promotion they had was when a Ser- 
geant or Corporal was killed outright, and, it uaed to seem to me that our 
hold Regular Sergeante and Corporala were the hardest men to kill in the 
world, and that they would carry off more lead to the hospital and then 
come back smiling in about two or t h m  months than any other men that 
,ever wore chevro~w. Take, for example, our Sergeant, Edgar A. Thorpe. 
This was one of the handsomest, noblest, bravest and most chivalric young 
gentlemen I have ever known. He enlisted in Company D, 2d Wisconsin, 
as early as the middle of May, 1861. He served with his infantry regi- 
ment at  the First Bull Run. Then he was one of the first to volunteer into 



the Battery in the Fall of 1861, when it  arrived in the Army of the Potomac 
from Utah. He was promoted rapidly up to the grade of Sergeant. He 
wne mentioned in general ordera for compicuons gallantry and sxemplarg 
a n d u c t  a t  Antietam, Fredericksbnrg, Gettysburg and Spottsylvania 
dRer the death of Lieut. Goodman a p t .  Stewart made every effort to get 
Thorpe promoted to be Second Lieutenant, which could have been done, 
a6 the Battery needed one, and there were two or three vacancies in the 
4th Artillery. Stewnrt7s efforts to promote Thorpe were approved by 
Gens Wainwright and Hunt. But our authorities would not promote him. 
Doubtless they wnnted the place for some Weat Point graduate of that 
year's class, who had been studying and dancing on the banks of the Hud- 
eon during the yeare while Thorpe had been fighting all the way from Bull 
Run to Bethesda Church. 80, after Betheeda Chnrch, when, by other 
aesignments to the vsarnciea in the 4th Artillery, it appeared that Thorpels 
recommendations had been ignored, he quietly pocketed his honorable die- 
chmrge.and went home. 

From June 4 to 12 the 33 th  Carps made no considerable movement 
The corps was considerably reo-. The Regdm brigade was taken 
from G r i f i l s  Division and put in the Second Division, which was pkmd 
nnder command of Gen. A m ,  and Rittenhoaee'a, Rogerals (Sheldon's) 
and Wdcott1e Batteries were assigned to it. 

The old Third Brigade of Wadsworth's (Fourth) Division was tram- 
fkrred to Grillin asd took the place of the Ragular brigade, under command 
of Gen. Chamberlain, of Maine. The Pennsylvania Reserves, having been 
mustered out during the operations about Cold Harbor, a new Third Di- 
vision was made up for Gen. Crawford. It consisted of Lyle's Brigade, 
formerly First Brigade of Robimuls (Second) Division ; Bates's Brigade, 
formerly the Second of the latter division, and a Third Brigade compbeed 
of the re-enlisted men of the Pennsylvania Reserves, who were formed in 
two Lerge regiments and called the 190thand 19lst Pennsylvania Cooper's, 
Barnes's and Bigelow's were eesigned to Crawford's. The Fonrth Di- 
vieion, nnder Cutler, was now reduced to two brigmlea, of which the First 
(Iron Brigade) was commanded by Gen. Bragg and the Second (Cutler's 
Brigade) by CoL Hofwnn. Breck, Mink and Hart were temporarily 
assigned to Cutler, while Stawart, Phillips and Richadeon remained with 
Griffin. Dnring t h i ~  time the only event of importance in our Battery 
w& the return of Lieut. Mitchell to duty on June 7, &r a long and severe 
illness, which had come near asing him up. It is not easy to describe the 
joy with which we all welcomed Mitchell home, or his own gratification a t  
being with us egain, Stewart succeeded in "capturing " an extra ration 
of i i c o m h r y w  for the boys, so that we could appropriately celebrate 
the event. 

It is doubtlass proper to comider these operations about Bethesda 
Church and Cold Harbor as terminrating the "Virginia Campaign of 1864 
proper, as the subsequent movements beiong to the siege of Petersbnrg." 
Therefore it may be of interest to pause here for a brief resume of the 



history of the A m y  of the Potomac from the 5th of May to the 5th of June, 
embracing an approximate acc01111t of ite mfferinga and a description of 
ite murale and physique as i t  stood ready to move on Petembnrg and Rich- 
mond. Of conrse I speak more particularly of the FiRh Corps aa to move- 
mente, bearm from my humble atation in the ranks I could not be fsmiliar 
with the operations of the other corps, except bgmentarily and by heaxsay; 
but my ohmat ions  as to the mental, moral and physical condition of that 
corpe will apply equally to the others. I 

In 30 days the army had maded from the Rapidan to the Jamea It 
had been in battle May 5, 6, ?,8,9, 10, 11, 12,14, 18, 23, 24, 25, 29, 30, 
31 and June 1,2,3-19 days in all. This refera only to moreor less serious 

fighting by pi& or all of the army, as there was not a day when there bad 
not been more or leas skirmishing on eome put of the line, either by in- 
fan* or cavslry. It had built altogether trenches and b m w o r k ~  enough, 
if Btretched out i n  a straight line, to have resched from Culpeper to Peters  
burg. It had loet from all cases-killed, wounded, prisoners and dia- 
ability from sickness caused by iits incredible fatiguesand privations-over 
70,000 men. I t  had received reinforcements, counting the Ninth Corps, 
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amounting to per- 40,000 men. I t  had started from ite Winter camp 
at Cnlpeper with 100,000 in round numbers of dl arms. It had arrived a t  
the Jemee perhaps 70,000 strong, including the, Eighteenth Corpe, which 
had joined it a t  Cold Haubor, though returning to the Army of the Jamea 
Boon after. It waa now about to loee, say, 20,000 of ite best men by the ex- 
pirstion of the tarma of three-years volnntears who had not re-enlisted ; in. 
fact, theae had begnn to mnster out rapidly when we reached the Jam- 
several leavingour Battery early in Jnne. The army wae reoeivingrecruite 
dl the time, but they were to a coneiderable -tent comcdpts, substitutes 
and "big-bounty m q l 1  on the whole mnch in fdor  in quality to thq old 
volunteers of 1861 and 1882. Still they '(kept up  the racket," and 
eventually helped wind up the business in good shape a t  Appomettox. 
What theae recruits of 1864 would have done with the Rebel army 
in ite prime, as when the vetenma &st had to deal 'with it, no one can 
say; but they at  lea$ proved eqnel to the teek of c o h n t i n g  and w h i p  
ping and captnring it in ite decay, and that was enough. For of the  
6 W d  thousand men who cloeed m m d  Lee's remnant at  Appomattox 
there were not more than 20,000 who had been a t  Gettysburg, not more 
then 12,000 who were a t  Antietam, rtnd probably not 300 who had fought 
a t  the First Bnll Run. Few people reflect how completely the personnel of 
the b y  of the Potomac wae changed between Gettysbnrg and A p p  
mattox-between the "high tide " of the rebellion and its last ebb. That 
army wae fighting from July 21, 1861, till April 9,1865. One hundred 
thoaeend wae about the greatest force it ever had "preaent for duty 
equipped " at  any one time. But the muater rolls of the Government ahow 
that over 700,000 mmea pawed through ita rcskrs during that time. 

I a h  desire a t  this point, in concluding t h k  humble recital of the 
grest Virginia mpaign of 1864, to refer to another subject. It has be- 
come fathionable of lab yeare for writara to dwell upon &'the enomom 
diepttrity of numbers " and "the great inequality of equipment," etc., be- 
tween the armies of G m t  and Lee in that campaign. We were superior 
in numbers, it is true, but not more 80 than waa fair in view of the sd- 
vantage they had all the time from the Rapidan to the Jamea of being the 
aesanlted force. With rare exceptions the hietory of that campaign waa 
that of sssanlta by us on works varying in strength from field breastworks 
to Segular fofications, we always attacking with no protaction except the 
woollen b l o w  that covered our bosoms, they &nching behind "head 
logs" or covered in rifle pite. On thia score we may safely appeal to the 
hietory of a few aseaulte or sorties that they made again& ns. Whenever 
they assaulted ns in fieldworks, as a t  the Plank and Brock Roads the 6th 
of May, or when they attacked ns in  the open, as the 5th of May in the 
Wilderness, or on the Mechauiaville Pike a t  Beth& Church the 2d and 
3d of June, they came quickly tlnd profoundly to grief. 

No one more cordially accords the meed of courage to our %be1 country- 
men than I do; no one-not even themselves- can be prouder of their 
splendid prowess, because we are all Americans. But I am not willing 
to admit that they were so mnch our superiors aa fighting men - so lunch 

U 





EIOHTEENTH COBPB. 
Fimt Division. ............................................... L281 
Seoond Division.. ................... ... ................... LW 
Third Division.. ............................................ M 
Artillery Brigade.. ........................................ 8 - 8,019 - 

Grand total.. ......................................... U.IU 
RECAPITUUTIOB. 

Total in the Wildernem .................................... 17.868 
Total a t  Spottsylvania.. ................................... 18.809 
Total at North Anna.. ..................................... 8.W ............................... Total at Cold Harbor, eta.. U.744 - ............................. Grand total in 80 daye.. 1.795 
There is no convenient means of aecertaining exsctly how many leR 

the rank6 in coneeqnencs of siokneaa or exhaustion, but it  was fully 20,000. 
The losses in our Battery were, in both days1 fighting, ae followe: 

Killed or m o r w y  wounded, Gnstrrvna k e y ,  Charlea L. Fnlton, Henry 
Powers, John F. Hubbard ; wounded, War- 
ren Give* Henry Beechrun, James H. Lewis, 
Tom Price, John McLanghlin, Wm. m e ,  
George C, Bamtt,  John C. Barthe, George 
Bowere, William Kelley, Richard Tea end 
Abe Velie. 

&me of thew were not h& badly enough 
to leave the Battery. There were five or six 
others who "ahowed blood," but not enough 
to be returned as wounded. Jim Lewis had 
e close call, but got off without serious in- 
. Hia time was out anyhow, and it 
would have been pretty hard luck for him to 
be killed or crippled a t  the end of his term of 
enlistment, after three years of such servioe 
as he had done. 

The nsnal diillcnlty in arriving at  an accn- 
rete estimate of the Confederate strength end 
losaes, already referred to, appears with ex- 
traorciinaQ clearnew in this campaign ; snd, 
doubtless, in view of the fragmentmy char- 
acter of their retnrn8, through destruction of 
papers, etc., it will forever be impomible to 

J A X E ~  H. LEWIS. get a t  the exact figures. But enough ia 
CFrom a photograph.] known to demonstrate that the ao-called 

'L&pmity of force" was by no means so great as has been popularly s u p  
poeed, and that the Lidiepmportion of lo6ee8," though neceesarily grest in 
consequenm of the vastly different conditions under which the two armies 
opersted, ia st i l l  1- than was to be expected under the circumebncee. On 
thie point the author hm to renew his expressions of obligation to Maj. E. 
C. Dawes, of Cindnnati, late of the 53d Ohio, for a moet careful end 



laborious compil+ion, baeed upon profound mearch of the Confederate 
data extent Without following the gallant Major throngh his exhanet- 
ive enrvey, it d m  to give here his xwultcmt snmmariea, which are es 
follows : 

The return of the Army of Northern Virginia for April, l&)4, shows " pres 
ent for duty " in the c o w  of Qen. Ewe11 and A. P. Hfll, the cavalry command 
of Qen. Stuart, the artillery and the "Merjrland Line" : 

Generals and s t d  ornoere.. ...................................... 386 
Regimental and oompany oiEoere ................................ 3,717 
Enlisted men ....................................................... 50,174 - 

Total ...................... ..... ......................... 61.257 
Hoke's Brigade, of Early's Divisfon, and two regiments of Rodee's Division, 

on detaohed service, sre not included. 
Maj. Dawee then carefully compntea the etrength and compoeition of 

each minforcament d v e d  by Lee between the Rapidan and the James, 
a d  concludea thst in the aggregate daring the whole af that 
&n. Lee's line of battle strength waa : 

&turn of April 80 . .  .............................................. 64,017 
Longstreet's oommand.. .......................................... .......................... Twentieth Wuth Carolina (estimated). 800 ................................................. Bodes's regiment a80 ............................................... Hoke's old brigade. 
Breokinridge's Divisfon.. ......................................... 8,100 ...... ................................... Piokett's Division.. .. .. 8,806 .................................................. Hoke's Divisfon.. 
Artillery with Piokett and Hoke.. ............................... T6a ......................... Reinforoements to oavalry (estimated). 6,500 
Finnegan's Brigade (estimated). ................................. 1,WO - 

Total.. ..................... .. ................................ 87,164 
The return of the Department of Richmond May 81,1864, shows an "efleat- 

ive total " of S,W troop0 in addition to thoee speaifiea above. All of theae were 
avsllsble to reinforoe the army of Qen. Lee, and some of them were in the 
Unes at  Cold Harbor. I t  is within bounds to w that Qen. Lee had between the 
Rapidan and the Jamea, In the months of May and June, 1864, not leee than 
100,000 men for battle. 

By cognate methods of oalculation end from similar dsta w. Dawee 
dedncea that "it is a air conclusion from the figurea given that the Army 
of Northern Virginia l& in the a m &  from the Rapidan to the James, 
in May and June, 1864, in killed,'wonnded and miaeing 35,000 men." 
He also d l s  attention to a fact which haa hitherto sesmed to wape the 
notice of military writers ; that is to my, the more consistent system of 
organization which prevailed in the Confedemte army than in oura On 
this point w. Dawea wya : 

In making any comparative statement of the strength of the Union and 
confederate armies lrome differenoea in thelr ogsnizations should be noted. 
In the Coniederaoy after 1881 all soldiere were enrolled "for the war." There 
was soaroely a sfngle new regiment organized after 1882. Reomits and con- 
scripts were seeigned to old regiments, whose ranka were thus kept full. Pro. 
motions were promptly made to fUl all vaoancies. Eaoh infantry and cavalry 
company had three Lieutenante. Brigades, divisione and army oorps were 
commanded by oilloera of appropriate rank. Brigades, as a rule, retained the 
same organization from the beginning of the war to the end. 
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. In the Union Army there was perpetual change. Men were enlisted for all 
periods-from three months to three years. Under eaah oall for troops new 
regiments were organized. Eaoh infantry and oavalry aompany had but two 
Lieutenants. Promotions were not permitted in old regiments if the number 
of ofemre on the rolls was proportionately greater than the number of enhted 
men. The ohanoea for promotion were, therefore, in invelae ratio to the llerc 
vice performed. Brigadea and diviaiom were o W e d  with eaoh oampsign, 
and seldom oommanded by ofsoem of proper rank. The Army of the Potomaq 
inoluding the Ninth Corps, at the opening of the Wflderneaa aampaign con- 
tained 41 infantry brigades, of whloh 28 were oommanded by Colonek The 
Army of Northern Virginia, inoluding Longstreet's Corm contained 86 iniaatry 
brigades, 81 of whloh were oommanded by Brigadier-Generala Of the bri- 
gad- in the Army of the Potomaa which took part in the battle of Clettys 
burg but six, in May, 1864, were oompoeed of the same regiments am in July, 
lM. All of the advantageeof organization were olearly with the Confedefats 
m y .  

At dnsk on June 12 we began crossing the Chickahominy a t  Long 
Bridge, and moved out on that mad daring the night, our head of column - 
Ori&ils Division, with our Battery, Richardeonls and Phillips's-reaching 
Riddle's Croseroads before daylight on the 13th. We a t  5xat thought thie 
was an advance on Richmond, and the men hailed with enthnsiasm the idea 
of a direct asseult on the main worka of that place, which they hoped would 
end the war. There can be no grander tribute to the pluck and reeolution 
of the Army of the Potomac than the fact that, after all the privations, fa- 
tigues and daughter of the past 35 days, unparalleled in hietory, the troop 
of Wsrren's old FiRh Corpa were not only ready but anxiona to aeeault the 
formidable main worka of Richmond straight in the fats. 

However, it eoon turned out that this wes nothing but a heavy d e w -  
%fiation, calculated to cover the movement of the m y  to the Jrunea River ; 
and so, es soon as the rear of the Ninth C o p  was clear of the Chickrthominy, 
we retraced our stepe, the cavalry bringing up  our mar, and moved rhpidly 
off to the Jarnee, where we anived at  a place called Wilcox's Landing the 
14th of June. Here we fonnd pontoon bridges, the Second Corpa already 
k, and a fleet of steemboate and tows with mppliee, which were very 
welcome. I shall never forget the joy with which I here quaf€ed a glassof 
icewater from a cooler on one of the boats where I was sentwith a detail to 
help unload ammunition boxea. 

There hadn't been much icewater in  the Wildernew campaign. The 
fabled "Nectar of the Oods" was insipid in comparison with it. Probably 
there was not a t  that time a man in the Army of the Potomac who would 
not have chosen a g k  of icewster in preference to any other beverage that 
could have been offered him - provided, of conme, that he could not have 
both. 

Marching from Widmil l  Point with Cfri5h's Divieion we arrived in 
eight of the enemy's worka in fmnt of Petemburg in the afternoon of the 17th, 
and fonnd that we were to t o e  poaition to the leit, snd that it wae expected 
to m u l t  the worka at  once. We did not get into poeition until itwas too 
late to malt that day ; but during the night Oen. CfMn got his batteries 
a p  into the Norfolk Railroad cut, which at  that point curved to the north, 



8nd o m  wee diepoeed so that we conld rake the cut for a considerable 
diatence. Richadeon's took poeition to our fight and nesr the Avery I 

House, while Phillips's came up on the left. Thie position was about 
600 yarde from the enemy's main works a t  h t  point. Theee were new 
works in a m n d  line, and the outer intrenchments that he had abandoned 1 
on the day before ran along near our position. 

But a t  daylight it was found that the enemy's new poeition required 
as to get on the other aide of the cut to have a good range on it, so we pulled 
into the cnt, and remained there out of aight, pending the W t r y  d i w  
aitions for the grand charge. The infantry was a long time getting ready, 
so that it was past noon when we got the order to get out of the cut and go 
into battery on the knoll above. We had juat got to work with csee ahot 
when the infantry - Bartlett's Brigade, in our immediate front- roee up 
and sterted forward. A s  far as we conld eee to the right were long lines of 
*try rushing toward the works. The ground wae mnch broken, and as 
the linea conformed to the ground it had the appmmce of great waves of 
men. In our front the infastry had farther to go than those to the right of 
us, but we were too bnsy to see mnch of it. AB both our guns and the 
Rebel w o r h  were on the highest p u n d ,  we could easily fireover the heado 
of our infantry until they got pretty close up. The Rebel infantry in the 
worh  reeerved their fire, and only a few gnm that they had back of their 
trenches replied to a s  slowly ; but we h d  very fast, and our practice wae 
the best in our history. Onr work here was literally that of an artillery 
akirmiah line, as we firat opened the aas&ult and then covered the retmst 
of the infantry when repnlaed. Nearly every ahot plrazed their works, and 
we knocked off a good many of their head l-. Bnt the ammunition was 
eome that we had got out of the bar@ at  Windmill Point, and, to ape& 
aRer the fashion of an esaaperated Gunner, it wasn't worth a- ! Not 

- more than half our caee exploded, though the common ahell did better. 
However, our three batteries m n  * l e n d  the guns the enemy had in 

his works. The practice of Phillip's Bat* (three-inch rifles) was su- ~ 
perb on this owadon. Twice in s a d o n  he hit their guns plum center by 
firing into the embreeure8, and the way his percussion ahell made the aand- I 

bag  fly was a caution. Of course our smoothbores could not compete 
with Phillip's &lea, but we kept our little end up somehow. AB they 
had made these works hastily, and there wm little or no brush in the 
neighborhood, they were not mnch a b a w  ; but the infantry eaid the 
ditches were unusually wide and deep. The last ahot we fired could not 
have cleared M l e t t ' s  men's heads by more than 20 feet, if that, which is 
pretty risky practice with smoothbore guns. This last ahot h m  our guns 
caused me the m& serious accident I had while in the service. I had got 
m l e s a  about "standing clear," and on this o d o n  the trail slewed a 
little on account of striking some obstruction, the wheel struck me and 
knocked me down, and eeverely brnieed my l e a  instep and ankle. I 
thought a t  firat that my leg was broken, bnt the boy8 helped me up, and I 
could stand on my foot, though it  was badly brnieed and began to swell. 



In a few minutes I had to rip the whole front of my boot open, and won 
took it off altogether. Lieut. Mitchell then ordered me to the rear, or 
rather bsck to the spare caissons. We remained d e n t  here for nearly aa 
hour, when, the infantry having been repulsed and taken cover in the ra- 
vine and the low ground in our ftont, we commenced a elow cannonade, 
which we kept up till near dark. The infmtq meanwhile straightened 
out the old Rebel works, refaced them, and by midnight were eecnrely es- 
tablished in the lines, which we held a t  that point during the whole siege 
thst followed. We were withdrawn aRer dark behind the railroad, and 
the piege of Petemburg was begun. a p t .  Stewart w r i h  me concerning 
the operations of Jnne 18 as foilowe : 

p e n  the corps resohed Petemburg the morning of the l8th of June Gen. 
QrifRn cameto meand told me that hewanted meto move my Battery forward, 
and that he would cover my advance by the other two batteries. After mov- 
ing a certain distance, and Phillips and Richardson having joined me, I was 
dirscted to move forward again, the General pointing out the place where he 
wished me to form the llne of batteries, but when I reached the place I found 
there waa no protection for either men or horses, but that there waa a good 
position about 200 yards in advance of it. I moved forward to that point, 
the other batteries coming up on my left. You will recollect the place. 
I t  waa in the front and a little to the right of the Avery House, where Gen. 
Warren had his headquarters. The enemy had eubstantial work8 in our front. 
with embrasures for their gum. While advancing to our poeition the enemy 
opened upon us with .a very heavy flre of artillery and infantry, but our 
artillery flre was so very effective that they closed up their embrasures with 
bags of sand and withdrew their gune. I do not remember how many men I 
lost that day, but it waa not many. Capt. Phillips's Battery lost pretty heavily, 
his Firat Lieutenant (Blake) being billed. Phillips was one of the beet artillery 
olficera I ever met, a thorough gentleman and an ofEcer who always looked 
out for the best interests of his men. After that attack of June 18 it was quite 
e oommon saying that the batteries assigned to Qrilfin's Divieion were always 
used aa skirmishers, and such waa the fact. 

Let ne now see what our comrades were doing in this memorable action 
of the great aemult on Petemburg. During the evening of June 17, when 

- Cutler's Division went into poeition to pplong the left of the Ninth Corps, 
Mink and Bre& went with Cutler, who posted them in position to the left 
of the S d o l k  Pike and in ftont of the h o w  between this road and the 
Norfolk Railroad, where they engaged the guns on the enemy's right. 
About dnak Cooper's Battery (Capt. Cooper had returned tlnd r e m e d  
cbmmsnd of his Battery) wae &XI b m g h t  up and poeted south of the 
Avery Honse, opening on the enemy's works around that house a t  500 
yards The other batteries were not engaged during the evening of the 
17th. Jnne 18, a t  eunriae, Cutler's Division advanced from the Averg 
House to the edge of the woods beyond. Breck's, Mink's and Cooper'e 
Batteries were pushed forwad with them and took &tion to the right of 
the woods along a ridge, opening on the enemy's batteries and troops be- 
yond the milroad. Soon after Barnes's, Bigelowle and Hart's Batteries 
were bronght up on the right of these and also opened. Meanwhile A p s ' s  
Division, with Rittenhonsele, Rogew's and Walcott's Batteries, had passed 
w u n d  to the lefi of Cutler and uwd the rsilrocld. The three batteries 



went into position 900 p d a  in front of the ereat salient of the enemy's 
works and opened h. As eoon aa the enemy's &irmiabm were driven 
out of the woods on the farther side of the railroad Mink's Battery was 
thrown forward and formed at right angles to, and about 500 yards from, 
the railroad, firing up the track and driving the enemy out of the c l q p  
of woods in his front. Barnes waa removed to within 100 ysrds of Mink's 
right, and Cooper waa also brought forward. 

Having gained the railroad along the whole front of the FiRh Corps, 
a b t  noon the Second and Fourth Division, with a portion of the Firet, 
being eabblished beyopd it, Mink's Battery was moved to the edge of this 
cut, to the right of the Taylor House, engaged two of the enemy's gnne 
immediately in his front a t  500 yards and kept them silent nearly all the 
time. Bigelow's and Hart's Batteriea were taken acroae the railroad and 
halted behind the creat with Chamberlain's Brigade, of Griffin's Division, 
while slight lmets were being thrown up on the crest held by our akir- 
mi& line. At 3 to 4 p. m., when the geneml attack wae made, these bat. 
teries were shoved up on the c w t  and opened on the enemy's worka as oar 
t m p e  passed down into the intervening ravine. Bmes's Battery was 
eoon after bronght over and posted about 75 yards to the left of the othera 
The attack failing, the batteries covered the withdrawal of our hope. The 
poeition held by Mink's, Bigelow's and Hart's Batteries was within essy 
canister and mueketry range of the enemy's works, and all suffered severely. 
Their practice waa excellent, and reflected great credit on their officem and 
men. After dark Barnes, Bigelow and Hart were withdrawn. Afbr J m e  
19 Blink's Battery remained in p i t i o n  near the Taylor H o w  until the 
morning of June 24, firing occasional shots during the time, when he wea 
relieved by a battery of the Ninth Corpe and camped with the Reeerve. 
Bigelow's Battery returned to its poeition beyond the milroad on the 19th 
and 20th. On the 21st this batterg was assigned to Crawford's Division, 
and took position on the 24t,h to the left of the Jernaalem Plank Road, 
in front of the Gregory H o w .  Hart's Battery relieved Bigelow's in  ite 
position of the 18th beyond the rdmad on the morning of the 21st1 where 
it remained until the 28th, on which day it  went into reeerve until Jnly 
13, when it  occupied the smaller redoubt back of the Chwver H o w .  
Cooper's and Breck's Batteries held their positions near the front of the 
woods in front of the Averg H o w  until the 20th when they were saigned 
to Crawford's Division, and on the 26th relieved two batteries of the Second 
Corps in the small works west of the Jerusalem Plank Road. BIB& was 
moved into the large redoubt on the 12th of Jnly. Rittenhow, Bagers 
and Walcott remained in their pceitions of the 18th. 

Summing up the work of the Fifth Corpe batteries in the great Vir- 
ginia campaign, Gen. Charles S. Wainwright, chief of the wrpe  artillery, 
says in his omcia1 report : 

Excepting in the engagements on the North Anna, May 28, and in front of 
Petersburg, June 18, the campaign covered by thIs report afforded but little 
opportunity for the legitimate and successful use of artillery. There were 
b i ~ t  few days, to be sure, in whiah some of thebatterlee werenot engaged with 
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the enemy's artillery, but aa they (the enemy) were always well protected, the 
most accomplished was a temporary quieting of thelr flre. Hardly a charge 
was made either by or upon our lines which waa not made through 'the woods 
where artillery could do almost nothing. In the few opportunitiea that there 
were of bringing a single eeclon or battery into play, aa near Betheeda Chumh 
on the 80th of May by Lieut. Richardson, and again on the 2d of June by Lieut. 
stewart, the work was quickly and well done. At the North Anna the prompt 
movement of Stewart's, Hart's, Mink's, Walcott's and Matheweon's Batteries 
of light 12-pounders undoubtedly relieved the curpa from great danger, if they 

. did not save it from defeat. The ground moved over by the corpe in its ad- 
vance on the 18th of June was mostly open and interseated by gentle slopes, 
affording the very best chance for the manuvering of light batteries, whlch I 
believe I may say waa taken full advantage of. The losses of the brigade in 
material has not been heavy, but In ofRcera and men it haa suffered materially, 
especially in the former. Capt. H. N. Davle and Beoond Lieut. De Motte, let 
New Yoik Artillery ; Nrst Ueut. Blake, of the 6th M~sssachu8ett.a Battery, and 
Nrat Lieut. Thomaa Goodman, serving with B, 4th United Statee Artillery, 
were either killed in aotion or died of wounds. All of them were ofecers of 
.great promhe and who stood high in the estimation of thcee who knew them. 
To Maj. R. H. Ntshugh, lst New York Artillery; Capt. J. A. Cooper, 1st Penn- 
sylvania Artillery, and Capt. A. P. Martin, ~ o h u s e t t s  Artillery, the senior 
ofRm of the brigade. and who frequently held detached command8 of two or 
more batteries, I have been indebted for most valuable servicea I regret to 
say that both the laat-named ofRcers since left the service after ,having for 
three years held the poeItions of Captains of artillery and participated in all 
the aotions of this army. The false organisation of the artillery arm in our 
service provides no way of rewarding such ofecers by deserved promotion. In 
every case durlng the campaign I have found all the battery commanders 
prompt to perform the duties required of them and fully seconded by their 
subordinate8 and men. Where all have done so well I can have no particular 
individual to bring to the notice of the oommanding General. 

It is proper to my a t  the cloee of this chapter that i t  has been found 
impracticable to keep wholly within the wpe of peraonal observation and 
at the same time write properly the hietory of our own Battery from indi- 
vidual memory. During the whole campaign from the Fbpidan to the 
Jerusalem P h k  Rosd the Artillery Brigade of the FiRh Corps was worked 
.as a united command, the bstteriea being operated very much as companies 
of a regiment would be ; wherefore any attempt to follow the career of m y  
one of them without adverting frequently to the otherswould be ridiculons, 
and would also in many c a w  produce a fhLw impmion. Therefore, in  
preparing the foregoing chapter relating to the great Virginia campaign, the 
author has freely consulted asd naed the unpublished offlcial report& 



CHAPTER IX. - 
S I ~ E  OF PETEBBBURG - "SHOVEL AND SHOOT " -NIGHT FIBINQ - 

MAQNITCDE OF THE WORKS- ENGINEER DUTY -CONSTANT EX- 
TENSION TO THE LEFT-CUTTING THE WELDON RAILROAD-DI- 
VERSIOX@ IN THE TRENCHEB - POKW - A GREAT " DRAW " - 
FINE MORALE OF THE TROOP8 - RECRUITS COMING I N  - BOUNTI- 
FUL SUPPLIEB. 

HE effort of the Second Corps to ex- 
tend ita linea to the leR of the Jernsa- 
lem Plank Fbad brought on an en- 
counter on June 22, which for a time 
bid fair to amume the pmportions of a 
general angagement, but 6nally re- 
mlted in the retirement of the enemy 
from their outlying works to. their 
main line, and the Second Corps took 
up the ground it desired. After this 
the army settled down to siege opera- 
tions proper. 

At h t  the gans of the light bet 
teriea were mounted in the redoubte, 
but aa soon as the siege train8 came 
up our gans were gradually replaced - by the 20-pounder Psllotta and four- 
and-a-half inch Rodmana Meantime 
the caiseone were parked and a cais- 
son a m p  estgbliehed some distance 
back from the main lines, which at 
this point were only a few hundred 
feet apart It was in the edge of a 
grove, on high, dry p u n d ,  where 
there wse good ehade. Here we made 

very pleasant Summer quartem. Ow leR h k  rested on the bank of a Little 
ravine, formed by oneof the headwater bmoksof the Blackwater, and in o w  
rear, at  some distance, was the "fresh beef c o d "  or herding ground of the 
Fifth Corpa The other htteriea of the Artillery Brigade of the corps mads 
similar camp in our vicinity. Proper siege operatiom now progreseed 
mpidly. The idmtry furnished every night large working parties, under 
whose busy spades and axes the lines soon grew into regular appmhes of the 
h v i e e t  character. The artillery famished gun crew8 for their own guns or 



the siege p iem in p i t i o n ,  or helped to strengthen the redoubte. I wae now 
employed with gangs of infantry and heavy artillerymen in the redoubt 
to the right of Fort Sedgwick, my work being mainly to aid in the revet- 
ting of the parapet with logs and fianking theembrasum with i'gabions.l' 
These last were made of branches of trees interwoven so as to form large 
mnnd basketa about the size of a salt barrel. They were set close together 
on top of the parapet and filled with earth. I was every other night re- 
lieving and being relieved by a Corporal of the New York Engineers, and 
was very prond of being aaeigned to engineer duty. It wae not only hard 
work, but dangerous, as the enemy, knowing that we were working on top 
of the parapets during the nighte, kept up a c o n e h t  fusillade, by which 
mveral men were hit in our gangs from time to time, some of whom were 
killed. I disliked this very mnch, as it was e cold-blooded business and 
required mnch more nerve than to work a gun in  close action, where the 
excitement holds a man to hie poet. This work was always done at  night - 
.ae a squirrel could not have lived on the top of that parapet in the day- 
time- and the sensation of watching their worka e few hundred feet away, 
to see their rifles 5 s h  in the darknet+ was the most trying thing I had 
ever experienced. I nsed to be thankful that it was dark, m that the men 
of our gangs could not see how "white I was around the gills.', If I 
looked as white as I felt a t  time4 i t  mnst have been something ghastly. 
Our infantry would reply to this night firing from the certain works l l- 
that is, the plain breastworks connecting the redoubte-and a h  from the 
outlying rifle pite, where we had any ; though, at this early stage of the 
siege we had not begun to push out rifle pita mnch. However, on the 
night of July 1, about 10 o'clock, I was sthnding on the top of the "return 
of our right bastion, just above and a little in front of the flank of the cur- 
tain. The top of the baetion was probably eix or seven feet higher than 
the top of the curtain. I had two infantrymen with me, and we were- 
replacing gabions knocked off in a slight cannonade during the day. I 
noticed that the artah was fnll of infantry clear up to the reentrant 
angle. Suddenly they commenced W g  on their right, and the fire ran 
rapidly down toward us. They were safe enough, as they were firing 
throughloopholes under their head logs, but the flashes of their rifles lit up 
the whole place and brought out the forms of my two men and me in bold 
relief on top of the main works. 

Quicker than thought there. came a volley of, doubtleas, 200 or 300, 
d e a  from the Rebel curtain, rifle pite, redoubte, etc., dl aimed at us 
three. The bnllete thumped in the earth under our feet and sent splinters 
from the gabions flying about our ears before we could collect our senses 
enongh to get down. We were all three hit. One ball tore through the 
mGof m i  jacket, making e red welt on the left side of my neck ; another 
tore my left aleeve near the shoulder, and the third struck the heel of my 
boot, knocked it looee, and glanced. This shocked my foot so I thought 
I wae hit sum enough until I examined i t  after we got down. One of the. 
men with me, named Simmona, of the 6th or 7th Wisconsin, was badly 



hit, and I think I remember his comrades telling me sometime afterward 
that the poor fellow died of his wounde. He was struck in the right groin 
and left ehoulder. The other man -$lack, probebly from the 24th Michi- 
gan - was hit about as I was, but one ball hid  his right cheek open just 
below the cheek bone. Pretty good shooting that for a dsrk night, at 
about 30 rode distance, with nothing but the i k h  of a volley to take &im 
by ! I complained about this to Gen. W m n  in pereon when he came into 
the redoubt, and he gave orders that when the infantry intended to open 
in the night a t  any part of the cnrtain cloee to the redoubte or baetions, 
hhey should h t  give notice to the working pmtiea in the redoubte to clear 
the topa of the parapeta 

The firing this night was very sharp and laeted a long time. Several 
of the guns also opened at different pointe, but not from the redoubt we 
were in. The enemy's fire was so perfistent that some of our o B m  
thought it was the prelude to a night aseault. But we afterward learnecI 
that it  was only a way the Johnnies took to celebrate the annivemmy of 
the firat day of Gettysburg. However, it caused most of Cutler's Division 
to be turned out and double qnicked into the trenches on that part of the 
line, and they lay there till near daylight Gen. Wanen came into the 
redoubt in person, accompanied by some of his s W ,  and ordered the grins 

in position to load and be ready. The General est down on the banquette 
by the embmnre and chatted with ns very pleaeantly. One of the men 
fmm Bigelow's battery asked : 

"How long are these siege operations going to last, do yon think, GBn. 
Warren?l) 

"That depends entirely on ybn, boy&" replied the General, and Bige- 
low's man got himself laughed a t  

Then he related some funny anecdotes about working the Cadete1 Bat- 
tery at West Point. I suppose Gen. Warren staid there chatting with his 
private soldiers for half an hour or more. He then went out of the gorge 
.and passed on to some other part of the line. Yon will never hear any 
soldier of Warren's old FiRh Corps my anything but the kindest and the 
most admiring words a b u t  him. 

The devices for securing acmracy of fire in this night shooting were in- 
genious. The men on both eides would each select a particular part of the 
opposing works nearest his own front. They would then put down a forked 
.stick, and arrange it so that when the muzzle of the rifle was poked through 
the loophole under the head log and the barrel just forward of the trigger- 
guard rested in  the fork of the stick the gun would be sighted juat right to 
sweep the top of the enemy's parapet. This they would do in the daytime, 
when they were not fbhg, and so when they wanted to fire a t  night all they 
had to do was to place the musket as above described, and they had a9 good 
aim as they could get by day. Of course they could not see the individual 
men working a t  night, but they could keep a storm of b& sweeping the 
tops of the oppoeing works at  random, taking their chances on a man being 

in the track of the bullet. In this way the night casnaltiea on both side5 



were severe among the working partiea Dnring them daya and nights i~ 
the f o h  many funny things occurred. On one occaeion one of Bigelow's 
Corporale wee bragging about what hie battery did, and how fertrfhlly it 
had suffered at  Oettpburg. 

"Weloet!28men,11 hesaid, "outof 120.11 
' I  Well,ll said I, "we loet 40 out of 97. How ie that for high?" 
And then I twitted him that hie battery wae only a mnshroam o@- I 

d o n ,  anyhow, while onre was eternal ; and I also reminded him that we. 
had lost 44 men out of 102 a t  Antietam, and even after that we routed the 
Rebele oat of the Cornileld-with our caniater alone. I then began to tell him 
how "we fought under O'Brien a t  Bnena Viata,ll etc, and he could not 
stand it any longer. 

"Oh, of conme you gek cut np,ll heexchhed. "That16 what yon are. 
for. You are nothing but common Regnlars, hired to die ! It's your M e  ! 
But we Mamwhmtte b o p  am citim-eoldiera, fighting for our principles 
m d  to save the Union I I'll bet a wormy hardtack there aren't three of yon 
- Rep;nlare in Battery B that can explein intelligently what this war is 
for, myhow ! 

The abwrdity of thie wm that &ttery B wee at  thie time almoet wholly, 
manned by detached volunteeq and they were far above the average at  that 

No one who ha8 not seen the "Petereburg linea, l 1  aa they were called,. 
before they began to fall into decay, can form m y  idea of the work of log- 
cutting and digging that we did between June 18 m d  July 16. The FiRh 
and Ninth Corps held the line from the Appomattox on the right, beginning 
with Fort McGilvery, to the J e d e m  Plank Road on the left, a distance: 
of over four milea, our (Fifth) corps resting its left flank on the heavy I-+. 
doubt, known afterward ae Fort Davis, in front of the Cheever H o w ,  and 
its right joining the left of the Ninth a t  the Suf€olk Road. The redoubt im 
which, on the night of July 1, aabefore described, poor Simmons, Flack and' 
I were made the innocent cause of such a display of fhworka was to the, 
left of what aflerward became Fort Rice, half way between the Avery 
H o m  and Fort Wgwick - nicknamed by the troop '' Fort Hell. l1 It 
was at  the apex of the alight salient which our line made a t  that place, and 
was then the neareat point to the Rebel main line on the Fifth Corps front, 
though the Ninth Corps line a t  Fort Morton waa atill closer. 

They had, as early as July 1, many f i e  pits not 30 rode from our 
parapet. Well, when yon bear in  mind that theee works were not mere 
" brea&works l 1  or field trenches, but regnlar forti6cations ; that the car- 
tain or connecting work wae in many placee scarped eight or 10 feet, in- 
cluding the depth of the ditch in  front ; that the redoubts were either 
diamond-shaped salients or bastions, and some of them, where there waa 
theleast chance of a reverse fire or e&e, were elaborately traversed ; that 
in some of the redoubts and forts it waa frequently 12 or 15 feet from the 
bottom of the ditch to the top of the ram- counting the hight of the 
gabions, revetted with loge, banqueW for infantry on the inner slopes 
and provided with proper platform approaches to the embrasares where 



n d e d  -when you take amount of all this, I say, you mast b o w  that the 
Army of the Potomac had to work hard as well as fight herd, and that it did 
both well. I took great pemnal pride in "The Bedaa," because I worked 
a n  i t  a good deal, and my youthful vanity was excessively flattered by 
being made "walking boea," and having m a l l  partise of Wintry and 
heavy artillerymen under my command. The worst pert of the work was 
hoisting the earth from the ditch onto the perapet. The men shoveling in 
the ditch could w i l y  keep their heads down, and were in no danger ex- 
cept from a aurprim, which was not likely to be attempted. But the men 
who had to etand on top of the -pet to plnce tHe earth were truly what 
the French call enfants perdur. Gen. W m n ,  who was himself en engi- 
neer offlcer, m d  one of the most accomplished engineers this country hae 
prodneed, either military or civil, need to visit tm almost every night and 
.sometimes during the day. 

Having been an attentive stndent of the history of the war for a qnar- 
ter of a century, I have often remarked how little attention has been paid 
to the d e w  of the siege of Petereburg. By this I mean, not the opera- 
tions in  the field egeinet Lee's flanka, wulting in battles of more or lem 
magnitude, but the d i d ,  hard work of building the tremendous earthworks 
which finally formed one continnow forti5oetion from Fort McGilvery on 
our extreme right a t  the Appomattox River round to Fort Fisher on our 
extreme leR, between 11 and 12 miles long, or perhapa 15 miles, meaeuring 
along the top of the parapet, beaides heavy revem works to our rear, ex- 
tending from the Blackwater Creek roMd to the Weldon Railmad, a t  
Globe Tavern, a distance of seven or eight miles; thence mnth a mile and a 
half to Fort Dnshane, covering that portion of the Weldon Road which we 
used as an adjunct to our military railway," end thence weatward from 
Fort Dnehane to Armstrong's Mill, near the Vaughn Road Bridge ac~oee 
Hstcher'e Run, a diatslnce of a b u t  eight milee more-in other words, 32 
to 35 miles of ear thworks~that  it would be absurd to call mere "field 
intrenchmente," but which were, on the whole, regular fortificatione quite 
equal to thoee I have since seen in Enrope a t  places on the Frenwaerman 
and German-Rnasian frontiers, which their engineers considered perms  
nent strongholds. 

In the strict military aenee, Petemburg was not besieged. A true 
siege ia an operation against an enemy inclceed in a fortified place, with 
all avenues of escape cut off. Vicksburg and Port Hudson were true 
sieges In the strict sense of military terms, Petersburg waa simply 
attacked by regular approaches, the objective point being to f o m  the enemy 
to evacuate it  so that we could get a t  him in the open. However, for 
brevity, we say that Petersburg was besieged. At mndown on June 18, 
1884, it was evident to the humblest private in the Army of the Potomac 
that we could not form the Petemburglines by direct B B B B U ~ ~  Everything 
that flesh and blood and lead and iron and eteel could do in that direction 
had been done by the t roop of the Becon&, Fifth, Ninth end Eighteenth 
Cbrpe from the extreme right of our Qhting line that day to the mm- 



ing of the J m ~ 8 1 e m  Plank Road on our left, end the llrmy of the Potoma~ 
settled down to the grim conclusion that they had struck the "leet ditch" 
of the Confederacy here, and would stay by it until the end. The dispoei- 
tions were about as follows : The Ninth Corps held the line h m  the bridge 
head on the Appomattox to the "old turnpike l 1  or Blaokwster Ruad 
(leading to Snffok). The Fifth held along the Jeraaslem Plank from the 
left of the Ninth Corpe as far as the Cheever H o w .  The hcond C o w  
joined onto the left of the FiRh, and was 'Lrefnaed l 1  a t  h t  to the left, 
but in a day or two swung round to a point near the Globe Tavern, which 
was on the Weldon Railroad, or rather on the old Meherrin Turnpike or 
Hickaford Road. The Sixth Corpe was in reeerve to the Fifth and Second, 
and spent most of the time till it was sent to Washington, in  July, in lay- 
ing out the rear and reverse works from Blackwater Creek to the Jern- 
salem Plank, except it was enpaged in  support of the Second C o y ,  a t  
o r  nesr Globe Tavern, June 22. The length of the line held by the Ninth 
Corps was about two milea, and that of the FiRh C o w  about two and one- 
fourth miles, and thia covered the east h n t  of Petemburg City from the 
Appomattox at  the mouth of Harrison's Creek to the Cheever Houee on 
the J e d e m  Plank Road. I do not know what were the divisional die- 
poeitions of the Ninth Corpe, but the Fifth was diepoeed es follow : The 
First Division (Grithls) holding what was known as "the Avery Honee 
front, l 1  from the Blackwater Road to the high ground south of the Norfolk 
Railroad Cnt- about one mile in a direct line. The Second and Third 
Divisions held the left of the line in front of the Cheever H o w ,  and reach- 
ing as far as the forks of the Globe Tavern and Jernsalem Roada The 
Fourth Division (Cutler's) held from Griffin's left to the Jernealem Road, 
at the point where Fort Sedgwick was built. Up to this time the batteries 
of the corps had been distributed among the divisions ; o m ,  Phillip's 
and Richardeonls having been with Grifan since about the kit of May. 
But a s  aoon as the siege operatione bttgen the Artillery Brigade was ma& 
together again and put into camp, as elsewhere mentioned. At the start 
the infmtry simply made ordinary field breastworks to cover themselves, 
the same as they had been during all the way from the Wilderness, and 
the RBbeIs, who had been forced back into their m n d  line, strengthened 
that  as well ae they could, the two line8 on Bartlett's front being n i t  more 
than 200 yards apart in  some places. The Norfolk Railroad cut was the 
key of the poaition on our front when the m u l t  was made. It is the cut 
b y  which that road gets through the ridge on which the Avery H o w  
stande, this little ridge forming the watershed between the brook that 
forma the head of the Blackwater, flowing eastward, and a small creek 
which heads just south of the old Blackwater Road and flow northward, 
emptying into the Appomattox just in h n t  of Fort McGilvery, its entire 
conrse being between the two linee, and ita sloping banks forming the ele- 
vdtione from which the two mts of earthwork frowned at  each other during - 
the reet of the war. 

This cnt is about one-third of a mile long, ita deepest part being directly 



in front of the Avery House, and not more then 200 yarde dieteat from it, 
a t  which point it may be 30 to 35 feet deep perpendicularly. It wes in 
this cut that Grh% mas4 hie divieion for the lest mult about 4 o'clock 
p. la, June 18, end from the muthe& end of it our Bat*, with Rich- 
erdeon's end Phillip's, debouched onto the knoll above to h over the 
heads of our charging infantry. 

Onr line of works curved round the head of the little brook flowing 
into the Appomattox, and then cmmed the cut a t  a point about due west 
from the Averg House. The approach of our works on the north side of 
the cut wee by a heavy curtain or infantry parepet, terminating on the 
north bank of the cut in a emall h b t ,  with obetmctiom in the bottom 
of the cut forming cover for two gans mounted, m ee to rake it as far as ib 
curvatare would permit On the muthwest bank of the cut our works 
began with a strong d e n t ,  one parapet of which wee simply a contin- 
tion of the ~oarp formed by the slope of the cat iteelf. The north beetion 
of thia work commanded the whole length of the cut, and to mme extent 
AnnnnAn the eelient of the Rebel works a t  the point where they enveloped 
the Norfolk Railroed embmkment, ee it trended to the we& to enter the 
city, though a t  a range of a mile or a mile and a qurter ,  which point was 
in  front of the Ninth Cow near where Fort HaeLell was sflerward built  

The redoubt on the side muth of the mihad cut wee laid out by Gen. 
Warren in petuon, wi&d by one or two of hia staff, and he had to expoee 
h b m l f  to the enemy's fire a t  a pretty c l w  range. While indicating the 
line. of this redoubt Gen. Warren had to crawl on hands and knees in 
aome places in front of the trenches held by our h h t r y ,  who, while he 
waa out there, kept the whole line fairly ablaze with musketry in order to 
cover him from the enemy ; eo that, as he crawled dong staking out the 
anglea, there was almwt a mlid sheet of lead going over him not 10 feet 
above hie head. He wee not in so very much danger from the Rebels, how- 
ever, as the fire that was kept up from our bresstworks to cover him swept 
every inch of the Rebel works on our front, m that a equine1 could hardly 
have lived on the top of their parapeta, and their fire was kept down most 
of the time. 

As the General needed the a&tance of men to carrg and place the 
stakes to mask the outline of the propwed work, voluntsexa were called 
for, and, as I recollect, every man in that part of the trenchea held up his 
hand as a signal of hie readiness to go. The men in this particular part of 
our trenches that day were the New York Sharpshooters, attached to Cutler's 
Division, and the Michigan Sharpshooters, from Gen. Bartlett'e Brigade, 
of Griffh's Divieion, together with e detail of artillerymen. I suppoee that 
Gen. Warren had put his ~ o o t e r a  all in  there beoam he intended to 
expoee himself, and wanted good cover. The Johnnies soon found out what 
mrt of fellow8 they had to deal with, aud remained strictly on their good 
behavior. 

As m n  as theae preperatiom had been made working parties were told 
off and the bueineee of forbbuilding began. Theae " working partiea l '  con- 
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of half of the infantrg and the light artillery of the c o w  and they 
stood L L ~ t c h  and watch," relieving each other every 24 hours, jnst before 
daylight At a later W, after the heavier worka were completed, the 
relie& were eaeier ; but from the 21st of June to the middle of July, while 
the main lines were building from the Appomattox to the Jernsalem Plank 
Road, the whole of the Ninth and Fifth Cow stood "watch and watch," 
24 h o r n  on and 24 hours off, half of each corps being on duty at  a time. 
The "connecting curtains" or infantry parapets which stretched from one 
redoubt or redan or fort to another were heavy field earthworks, thrown up  
h m  an outer ditch, loopholed for musketry and crowned with head logs, 
having d e  pits for the picketa at  snitable distances in front, and these 
pits, whenever the ground admitted, were connected with the c u h i n s  by 
zigzag or covered waya And later the pits themselves were connected to 
f& an advance line. 

In front of all wm thrown an abatieq which on our part of the line 
wm a work of art, meriting detailed d d p t i o n .  The conventional 
abatis wm simply the t o p  of tree8 with their upper branchea loppd off 
and sharpened, the pointa being turned toward the enemy. But the inge- 
nnity of Benham's New York Engineers made an improvement on this 
sys&m of chevaus de jrbe. They took small logs, about eight inchea in 
d k e t e r  and 16 feet long, and bored one-andane-half or two-inch holea 
through them every 12 or 16 inches. Then they bored the same number 
of dtemate holes a t  a right angle to the first ones. Through these holea 
they drove stgkea about eeven feet long, sharpened a t  both ends, so that 
when finished the thing looked like the head of a revolving horse-rake 
with two sets of teeth. Theae bristling atf&im were then placed by night 
about 100 or 150 feet in front of the worka, and the ends locked up together 
with wire, 80 they d d  not be cut apart e d y .  The mode of working 
was as follows : Ae won as the lines had been laid out the whole of the 
infantry.and artillery were divided into two grand reliefs, plentifhlly s u p  
plied with intrenching tools, and when i t  wm dark they lined their 
trenches from end to end and rapidly built the parapet with earth exca- 
vated from the ditches in  front. Everybody had to work. In  addition, 
hundreds of thonsands of logs were required for revetting, for m&g pal- 
Wea, chevauz de j&e, e tc ,  and the smaller l i m h  of the trees were woven 
into baskets for gabione. The region in the rear of the lines was heavily 
timbered with medium-eized pine and oak trees, jnst suitable for that use, 
and the teama of the fighting trains, and also many of the artillery teams, 
were brought to haul these loge, etc., h m  the woods to the worka. They 
would haul the s t d  in daytime as near the works ae i t  was safe to come 
with the tesms, and then mn it into the intrenchments at  night. Meantime 
the flm on both sides was incessant night and day, vaqing from spattering 
potdots  between the outlying pickets in  the d e  pita to a perfect blizzard 
dl along the line, which generally occurred two or three times a day. The 
A v q  House redan was 5ished and mounted with two siege guns ready 
for action about 2 o'clock in the morning of July 4, Oen. Warren being 
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present in person when the gun detachments were told off for the heavy 
guns. I wee assigned to the right gun in the southweat baetion as No. 4, 
Serg't " Chet. " Phillips, of one of the New York batteries - Richardson's, 
probably - being Captain of the gun. This was a four-and-a-half-inch 
Rodman, bran-new, and a perfect beauty. Gen. Warren had decided to 
have our gnn bear on the Rebel d e n t  diagonally opposite us, which they 
called "Fort Rives." And jnst before daylight he came to the embrasure 
in person, pointed out to us the proper "layv of the gun as he wanted it 
to bear, and then pe~eonally superintended the replacing of the gabions, so 
as to close up the embrasure as narrowly ae p d b l e ,  and the hanging of 
the maotelet of coiled rope to protect the Cannoneers from shwpshoote~s. 
While engaged in this he thought there was too much dope of the plat- 
form to the rear, which would let the gun recoil too far, and d d ,  " I think, 
boys, yon will have trouble in running your gun up. There is atill half sn 
hour before daylight, and ae there is quite a pile of timber outside the 
postern, I think yon had better lug i t  in and p b  it so as to elevate the 
rear of your platform." 80 in about 15 minutea we had leveled up our 
platform by some two feet a t  the rear end, and had secured two heavy 
beams by stakes driven in the ground so as to cetch the wheels and stop 
the recoil ; otherwise, as we afterward found, the gun would have recoiled 
clear off the platform after it  got hot. 

With the firat gray streak in the east, enabling ns to see the Rebel 
works dimly, the Acting Gunner, who, ru, I mollect, wae Stillman, turned 
the screw of our big Rodmsn down till her sight line jnst cleared the 
throat of an embrasure in Fort Rives, c l d  the wheel, and, ss Seqg't 
Phillips gave the signal, I pulled my firat siege gan lanyard. The shot- 
a'percnasion shell bolt-went right into the Rebel embrasnre, exploding 
ae i t  stmck, and diesbled one of their guns the first pass ! At all events, 
they did' not begin to fire from that embrasnre till more than an hour after- 
ward, and when they did we repeated the d m ,  after which that embmure 
was silent for the rest of the day. Our fire wae very slow and deliberate, 
not more than 10 rounda an hour, as Gea W m n  had told us that the 
object of that day's bombardment would be to establish the mngea of 
various points in the Rebel lines and drill the men who had never before 
handled heavy siege pieces. 

The Rebels did not reply with much vigor on our part of the line, be- 
cause, as I have since been informed by their men, they had no gum 
mounted in the works o p p i t e  us except field pieces, which were no match 
for the artillery we had in our redoubts. But to our right, nearer the 
river, and in the Ninth Corps front, they had heavy gum mounted, and on 
that part of their line they held their own pretty well, This bombard- 
ment ceased generally about 2 o'clock in the afternoon, though occasional 
h o t s  were fired until dark. 

Our works were not damaged, except that some gabions were knocked 
down, but these were replaced that night. No guns were dismounted or 
iqiured on our part of the line, and there were no casualties in our redaa 
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The four-and-a-half inch Rodman was a superb weapon, perfectly reliable 
up to a renge of 2,500 yarde, and easily handled for ite weight, but it  was 
pretty light in proportion to its load, and recoiled sharply. 

The main line of works built by the Fifth and Ninth Corp in June 
and July, 1864, from the Appomattox River to the J e d e m  Plank Road, 
were nanally termed "The Old Lines," to distinguish them from the 
later work  erected from time to time £&her m n d  to the lefi. They 
were much stronger and more elaborate than there was any need of, viewed 
es mere   appro ache^,'^ but there was a reason for that. They were made 
of extraordinary strength, snd practically impregnable, because they were 
intended as a "place of arms," or base of operations, and to form an im- 
penetrable cover for our communications. 

The soldiers had a habit of describing their battles, attacks and sieges 
in their own phrase, and in making my m a p  and diagrams I have usually 
followed the soldiers' designations instead of the official ones. In  the esti- 
mation of the t roop the "Old Linesv embraced all the works bnilt on 
the east and southeaet front8 of Petersbnrg up to the movementa of Ang. 
19, 20, 21 and 25 by the Fifth and &and Corpa against the Weldon Rail- 
road at  Globe Tavern and Reclm's Sbtion. Generally speaking, the "New 
Lines" west of the Weldon Railmad were not siege works proper, but sim- 
ply covering works designed to protect our continuous movementa against 
Lea's right flank. They were never shoved up close to the enemy, as the 

I Old Lines were. They were well bnilt, though by no means of such e l a b  
rate description as the original works. In  another place I speak of the 
ah& incredible labor expended on theae lines, performed, as it was, under 
constant fire, where literally Toil and Death went hand in hand. But, 
while the work was very hard and trying, we were not wholly without 
diversion. 

One night the infantry picket relief brought in a copy of the Richmond 
Examiner, which they had got from the Rebel picket. We fellows in the 
redoubt chipped in and paid $2 for this paper. It had a description of the 
Cold Harbor m n l t ,  and aleo of the m u l t e  on Petesab~lrg the 18th of 
June. There was an editorial reference to theae articlea which, among 
other things, remarked that "the Yankee hordea have now for the second 
time learned what it is to beard the Southern lion in his den !" There 
was truth in this, because both of those f l a i r8  had been bloody repulses 
of the most frightful charader, where our losses had been simply sicken- 
ing, with no corresponding damqe to the enemy. But the tone of the 
editorial stirred us up, and finally, a t  the instance of the other men, I 
m t e  out a communication " to the editor of the Examiner, which we 
sent through the picket line the next day. It was as follows : 
TO T H l  EDITOR OF THBl RICHMORD EXAMINER. 

DEAR SIR : We have your valuable paper of the - Instant, and have read 
with interest your accounts of our assaults on your worka at Cold Harbor and 
also on this front the 18th instant. We presume that from your standpoint 
the accounts are accurate, but your Informants are in error as to our losses. 
We loat men enough in both assaults, but not 22,000 at Cold Harbor, nor 16,000 



on thb front the 18th; in faot, not the half of what you Ute& in either cam. 
But we lost enough. There wlll be no dispute between us about that. We aleo 
note what you say about ''beadlug the Southern lion in hieden." Believe us. 
Mr. Editor, we have a profound respeot for "the Southern lion in his den" or 
out of it. But permlt us to oall your attention to the fsct thst when you fel- 
lowsstruok us at (fettysburg last year about this time you disturbed the North- 
ern grizzly in the bosom of hisinteresting family, and if you happen to have a 
volume of natural history about your offloe, and will oonsult it, you will learn 
that while the grizzly bear is not so handsome or graceful as the Ilon, and does 
not put on so muoh style, yet it  ie a much more solemn thing to disturb him in 
the bosom of his family than it is to "beard the lion in his den," eto. 1 you have 
any doubt about this, we respectfully refer you to any one who was with your 
Gen. Heth the 1st of July last year, or with your Gen. Harry Haps the evenlng 
of July 2, or with your (fen. Piokett the afternoon of July 8. Beeidee, permit 
us to oall your attention also to the fsct that while, as you say, this is "the 
seoond time we Yaukees have bearded the Southern lion in his den," eta.. you 
fellows hsve not a8 yet di~turbed the Northern grizzly but onoe, and accord- 
ing to present appearances are not likely to do so any more! 

With great respeot, your obedient servants, 
~ N Y  Y A X X ~ E ~  or THX F I ~ H  CORP& 

Thia "commnnication l1 waa duly directed to the editor of the Rich- 
mond &aminer in an open envelope, merked " by conrteaJr of the Confed- 
erate picket in front of the Avery House redonbt," etc., and sent through 
the linea in the usnal channel. Our picketa gave it to their friends in 
the Rebel rifle pits the Bame day, and the latter promised faithfully to for- 
ward i t  to ita destination, which I have no doubt they did, as they were 
honorable men in meters of that kind. We had no means of ascertaining 
whether it wacl published or not, becaw, while frequent readers of the 
Examiner a t  thst time, we could not conveniently subscribe for it regn- 
h l y ,  and eo minsed s good many of ita numbers. But the pmumption 
is that it  never saw the light of the typea 

Shortly after we got settled down to the siege the troop were paid o& 
Old Maj. Sheridan used to pay the Fifth Corpe. He would always begin 
with the batteries of the Artillery Brigade, bemuss they were directly 
attached to corps headquarters. On this occdon some of the batteries 
still had their own guns in the forb and redoubta, and could not be mu+ 
tered conveniently in the rear for payment. Among these were Paddy 
Hart's Battery and Rittenhouse's-then commauded by Lieut. Van Reed - 
who were on duty at  Fort Sedgwick, which had even then earned the nick- 
name of " Fort Hell, l1  from the almost constant fighting between ite gar- 
rison and that of the Rebel Fort Mahone opposite, known among the troop 
aa "Fort Damnation." So, as Hart's and Van Reed's men could not 
come to the rear to be paid, Maj. Sheridan decided to go to the front to 
pay them. Accordingly about daylight one morning the gallant old Maor 
set out for " Fort Hell l '  with an eacort of artillerymen from the camp and 
his greenbacks stuffed into an old valise. He got into the fort through 
one of the "covered wap" or sunken roads, and Hart's Cannoneers were 
mustared for payment. Just then the Rebela commenced a furious can- 
nonade on Fort Sedgwick from Mahone, Rives and other ealienta within 
range. Of c o r n  Maj. Sheridan "suspended paymentl1 and retired in 



good order to the bombproof, where he was content to remain the most of 
the day, while the Cannoneers had to go to their guns. He succeeded in 
paying the two batteries toward night after the cannonade had ceased, but 
he was telling some of the officers the next day that, " as there was nothing 
in the regnlationa requiring troop to be paid off under h, he did not 
think he should repeat the experiment." Msj. she rid an?^ clerk a t  this 
time was a boy about 16 or 17 years old, named Jim Yonng-he was a, 
brother of John Russell Young, the celebrated journalist. He thought it 
was a great lark to be in Fort Hell during a bombardment, end would not 
8t&y in the bombproof, but imbted on going out to the embnlsnrea to '',w 
the fun." Fortunately he was not hit. If he had been it  would not have 
been so agreeable an entertainment. '' Jim "-or rather the Hon. James 
R. Yonng-has been for many yesre Executive Clerk of the United States 
Senate. 

Shortly after we went into this camp- i t  was Sunday, June 26,1864 - 
an incident occnrred which illustrates the sly humor of MitchelL That 
morning we had got a big mail, which contained aeveral letters for me, 
among which was a note from a s c h o o h t e  and neighbor at home, who 
had recently enlisted from Binghamton, N. Y., in Capt. Ed. Rogers's 19th 
New York Battery. This battery was in the Ninth Corps, and was then 
occupying the mlient on that part of the line afterward known as "Fort 
Morton," where, though only a week had elapsed since the beginning of 
the siege, a formidable work was already built. So I approached Mitchell 
and asked for a paas to go over into the Ninth Corps lines that &moon, 
explaining the case. He was at  that moment sitting in the doorway of his 
tent, of which the front hpe  were thrown clear back, as it was very hot. 
He had one of those old-fashioned, little looking g- in a ronnd metallic 
caae hnng up  on a nail on his tent pole and was shaving himself with a 
razor, which, judging from the expression of his countenance, was very d d .  
Upon hearing my requeat he said hesitatingly, "well, yea, I will give yon 
the pese, but as a friend I would not advim you to go in that fort a t  this 
time ! 

"Why not, air?" 
"Well, i t  is underetood that the Rebels rtre mining that work, and it  

may be blown up at  any moment ! ! " 
The paw question was not pressed any fnrther. Of course he did not 

want to give the paw, and a t  the eame time he did not like to refuse point 
blank. So he resorted to I' strategy." I took i t  all in dead emneat, which 
was not to be wondered at  in view of his serionsneaa But it has often 
made me m i l e  since. 

Simultaneously with this work on the fortifled lines, wharves were 
being established at  City Point for landing provisions, ammunition, etc., 
and a railway was built in rear of the lines from City Point to the Weldon 
Railroad at  Globe Tavern, and thence the Weldon Road was used as part of 
the "railway system of the army" down to the crossing of the Vaughn 
Road near Wyatt's Honse, from which point it  was afterward extended 



westward as far as Armahng's Mill, on Hatcher's Run, besides a branch 
extending from Globe Tavern in the rear of Fort Wadsworth to the Squirrel 
Level Road near Fort %her, whjch, just before the h d  movement, con- 
stituted the extreme left of our fortified line. So that. besides constructing 
the enormous lines of works before demribed, the A m y  of the Potomc also 
built abont 25 or 28 miles of quite respectable railroad during the flrst 60 
or 90 days of the great siege. 

With some 20-odd years' experience as a civil engineer, I would not in- 
dorse that road as a suitable one for heavy traffic or "limited express" 
t&ns of Pullman palace cam. The grades were mainly those of nature, 
and the Ii road bed " itself was moved once or twice in places which were 
found to be within shell range of some heavy Whitworth or Brooke rifles 
that the enemy got into position Lter on. Some of the grades were, there- 
fore, pretty heavy, and the locomotives in crawling up them would have 
to "carry a good deal of ssnd," but the fact was that everybody had to 
have " sand in that vicinity at that time. That little railroad was a huge 
factor in the sum total of cruahing the rebellion. 

During dl this time a great drouth prevailed. Day d te r  day the sun 
blazed down on us through the longest days of the year, without a cloud 
in the sky, and not a drop of rain fell from the time we left Cold Harbor, 
the first week in June, until sfter the Sixth Corps left for Washington to 
attend to Mr. Early, the middleof July. All the swamp and brooksdried 
up. The earth became a dust heap for several inches below the surface. 
In a l l  the camp in rear of the lines we had to sink wells, sometimes aa 
much as 25 feet deep, to get water. In  our Artillery Brigade, Bigelow's 
boys sunk a well which struck a vein of cool water about 20 feet down. 
They walled this up nicely with oak logs, cobhouse fashion, made a well 
curb, rigged a "well sweep " to haul the bucket up with, and all the t roop 
for half a mile mound used to patronize the famous well of the 9th Massac 
chusetts Battery. Doubtless this d ~ $  weather was really a good thing for 
the troops, aa it prevented them from drinking the surface water, which 
was always injurious, and it  also facilitated the constsmction of the works. 
Some of the veterans who had dug trenches in the mud a t  Yorktown two 
y e m  before said that the building of our works in the dry ground at  
Petersbnrg was a regular picnic compared with Yorktown. 

The Army of the Potomac a t  thia time was at  a low ebb n u m e r i w .  
The Fifth Corps, which had croased the Rapidan about 27,000 strong on 
the 4th of May, did not muster mom than 11,000 muskets at  the begin- 
ning of the eiege, and the &cond Corps waa even worse off. Many three 
yeare' men in all the tory had their times expiring in June, July m d  
August, and some whole regimente which had not " veteranid " were 
mustered out in bulk. The 18th Maemchuaetts and 44th New York dis- 
appeared from Bartlett's Brigade a t  this time, and the 7th and 19th Indi- 
ana and 2d Wisconsin from the Iron Brigade-all of them regiments of the 
highest distinction. When these repments were mustered out such of 
their men as still had some time to serve were transferred to other com- 



mands. The 2d Wieoonsin had a considerable number of such men, and 
these were reorganized into what was called the 'LIndependent Battalion," 
numbering about 160 men ; in fsct, the Iron Brigade ceased to exist under 
i t y  old organization, and ita remaining regiments, the 6th and 7th W h  
conein and 24th Michigan, were incorporated with the remains of the 
"Keystone Brigade," composed entirely of Pennsylvania tmpe,  which 
had been Roy Stone's Brigade at  Gettysburg, and the coneolidated brigade 
waa now commanded by Oen. B w ,  of the 6th Wisconsin. This trsns- 
fening, remodeliug and consalidating went on throughout the army, eo that 
by the last of July, 1864, you might say that the Army of the P o t o m  
had been completely reorganized. 

Recruits were coming in all the time to al l  regiments of the m y ,  but 
they were mostly conscripts and i i  big bounty men," many of them young 
boys or old men who would not have been looked at  by a recruiting officar 
in 1862, or even in 1863; substitutes, foreigners of every nationality 
brought over by the bounty-brokers for the purpoea of enlisting them to 
"fill quotas " - in short, a motley collection of the odds and ends of the 
earth. There waa no opportunity whatever to drill these recruita or 
Liseason" them. Aa fast as they arrived at  City Point they would be 
herded in the iibull-pen,u a stockade built near the landing for the deten- 
tion of squads of recruits en route to the front, and from there they would 
be drafted off into the commands for which they had enlisted, and sent di- 
rectly into the trenches. It often happened that a regiment or battery thns 
''recruited up " would not have more than enough veterans to make up ita 
list of non-commissioned officers. In the infantry this did not make eo 
much difference, but in the artillery it  simply disabled the battery ~ t i l  
the new men could be broken in. Because, while raw recruits can easily 
be taught the ma~lual of arms, the manuvers of a company, and how to 
load and fire a musket, the complicated ~llechanism of a battery cannot be 
mastered so easily, but requires something of an apprentioeship like learn- 
ing a trade. Hard and trying as the work was the army had to do a t  this 
time, and demoralizing as may have been the radical changes in its per- 
sonnel, i t  had never in all its history been so well and lavishly fed, clothed 
and equipped aa it  was now. The matter of supplying his troops had al- 
ways been a strong point with Gen. Meade. I hsve stated in a previons 
chapter, dealing with the operations immediately after Oettysburg, that 
Meade's first a r e  after driving Lee back into Virginia was to thoroughly re- 
equip, reclothe and pay his battered, ragged and poverty-stricken troope. 
This he did at  his leisure, while all the editors in the North were scream- 
ing at  him and demanding his removal. Now, with his army fairly set- 
tled down to the operations of a great siege, with abundant transportation, 
unlimited supplies, and opportunity to establish permanent methoda, 
Me.ade7s genins in the art of supplying an army had full scope. The James 
River became the route of a veritable procession of steamborttg, bringing 
every imaginable resource that an army could require. The general depot 
nt City Point resembled a great mart of comxuerce, with its wharves, stonxi, 
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tents and eheda, and its fleet of often 50 or 60 vegeels m n e h t l y  diecharg- 
ing cargoes. The "Military Railroad," which had by this time been com- 
pleted as far aa Aikenls Cmaaroade, toward the Weldon RaiLroad, with a 
branch down the Jernealem Plank nearly to. lee's Mills, teemed with 
trains a m y h g  every sort of snppliea The whole country south of the 
James, as far as P r i c e  George Courthouse, was turned into a pastnre for 
vast herds of cattle, which were gnarded by wvahy and butchered from 
day to day to afford freah meat for the hard-worked troops in the forb and 
trenchea Huge piles of baled hay and oate in Backs for the cavalry and 
artillery horses lined the railway or were accumubted in the amps. The 
camps in the rear of the works became villagea Every company or bat- 
tery had log cookhouses. Every regiment had a bakery, from which the 
troops got abundance of cooked rations, including soft bread every b y ,  
fresh beef three or four days in the week, with bean sonp or pea sonp or 
deesicated vegetable soup, and coffee and tea on tap all the time. In a 
word, the Army of the Potomac "lived like fighting cocks, " as the saying 
is ; asd whatever may have been the demands on their strong muscles in  
digging trenches, or upon their gallant bosoms in battle, there could be no 
complaint of empty stomache or bare backs in front of Petersburg so long 
88 old Meade wes on hand to shake up the Quartermasters and Commia- 
saries ! 

A11 thia was due to the care and energy of Gen. Meade. They need to 
say that he was i ' s lo~ , '7  m d  .all that sort of thing, but he certainly fed, 
clothed and paid his troops better and more promptly than any other com- 
mander the Army of the Potomac ever had. The way he would sometimes 
" whoop-up " his Quartermasters and Commissaries was a w ~ ~ t i o n .  Ordi- 
narily he ;as a soi&, taciturn man, but on occasions - partim1a;rly when 
he had a delinquent Quartermaster, Commissasy or Wagonmaater to deal 
with - his profanity would be something elaborate and artistic. One day at 
the Artillery Brigade headquarters he sent a mewage to the Acting Chief 
in  reply to a complaint that had been made about moldy hay or sprouted 
oats in one of the shipmente of forage for the battery horses. The messenger 
said that the General Commanding would be a t  the Artillery Brigade head- 
quarters in half an hour, and would personally exmine the defective forage ! 

. Punctually at  the moment old Meade appeared. He had some bales of hay 
broken and some sacks of oats cut open. 

'iWell,'f &id he, in a dry time like this there can be no excuse for 
the delivery of forage in such a condition. I t  may be well enough, Colonel, 
for the laws of war to require the President's approVal to shoot a deserter 
from the ran@ ! But, by -, I think the Commanding General ought to 
have discretionary power to hang Quarterrnesters without benefit of clergy ! ! 
Reship that forage to City Point. I will have it thrown into the river 
there as eoon as i t  is properly receipted for. And, by -, I would throw 
the distributing Quartermaster in with it  if I had the power ! ! l 7  

About thia time there were stories current in the ranks that oficers in  
the Quartermaster and Commiseary Departments high in rank had com- 
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plsined to Gen. G m t  of Bfeadels severity of language toward them, and 
that Grant had censured Bleade-or at  lea& q u e s t e d  him to be more 
formal and less emphatic in his verbal communications with his subordinates. 
I do not know that these rumors were trne ; but I do know that the troops 
had an idea that old Mede kept his eye on the Quartermasters and Com- 
missaries, and we all heartily sympthized with him, for our experience 
under other commanders had taught us to regard our officers of the supply 
deprtment as enemies more to be dreaded than old Lee or Stonewall 
J&ckson ! 

The laet of the forte on the original main line - Fort Davis - was 
h b h e d  about the middle of July, and then the troops of the Fifth Corps 
got a rest. The work from the middle of July to the middle of August was 
simply to man the works, for which pnrpose one-third of the men were told 
off at a time, so that they now got two days off duty for one day on, instead 
of day on and day off, as had been the cam while the works were build- 
ing. 

Cannonading between the forte went on more or less every day on some 
part of the line, but the infantry 5re pretty much ceased about this time, 
and the infantry picketa in the advance rifle pita, which were in some places 
within w y  speaking distance, got quite eociable. One day a young fel- 
low nsmed Gormttn, belonging to the ah@ooters, was out in one of the 
pits a little to the right of our immediate front. His pit was ori the edge 
of a little ravine formed by the head of the brook which ran between the 
two lines, as before described, and as this ravine would give opportunity 
for the enemy to steal right up into om lines, or for our men to steal up into 
t h e h ,  it wee more closely watched than any other part, and so there were 
two or three men in each pit. This was before the fi pita were connected 
so as to form a complete line. The Confederates had their pita lower down 
the ravine, and on the opposite bank of it, and they were not more than 
200 feet apsrt, if that far. As daylight m e  on Gormrtn and hia companion 
called out to the opposite picketa : 

"Say, Johnny, come over and take breakfast with ne ! l 1  

" Can't l a v e  just now, Yank ; but why don't you call on us?" 
"Why, Johnny, that wouldnlt be good manners ! You fellows are 

old reeidenters here, and we've only jnet moved in. It's your place to call 
on ne first. ' l 

So, after considerable chaillng, they agreed to meet in tbe ravine, half 
way. As this sort of thing frequently happened, though forbidden by offi- 
cers in command, the other pickets on either side paid but little attention 
to it. At all events they met, exchanged coffee, tobacco, etc., and sat down 
on the ground a t  the bottom of the ravine for a talk. Gorman began to 
argue the utter nselesmese of further resistance. He told the two Rebels 
that Grant's army was 250,000 strong, and getting about 2,000 recruits 
every day. He mid that the troops had beefsteak or ham and eggs for 
breakfast every morning, and roast beef for dinner, and that plum pudding 
and mince pie had been made part of their regular ration. He declared ' 



that large dairies of cows were kept herded out on Blackwater Creek, 
jnst in the rear of the camps, to mpply the army with fresh milk, and a. 
great deal more of the same sort. This Terry G o m  wria a fat, jolly 
Irish boy, with just a bit of brogue, and he could tell his whoppers with a 
perfectly straight face and "without batting an eye." He was so serious 
abont it that the Johnnies, who .were honest North Carolinians and cou- 
scripts, actually believed him. They looked a t  one another, and their 
months watered when Terry told them about the roast beef and plum pud- 
ding and fresh milk. Finally one of them said to the other : 

LLSay, John, 'pears like i t  ain't no use, shol nuff; don't i t?, '  
"Looks so, Bill ; but, d- it, I've bin thinkin1 thet way, sort of 

quiet like, ever since Gettysburg. My heart wuz broke thar." 
"What dlye say, John, to goin' home with this yere Yank? He 

' p r s  like a nice feller. l l 
"All right, Bill ; I'm agreed. Say, Yank, will you be here arter 

dark? l l 
"Yes, l 1  eays Terry, ' I  we'll hold this pit all night. l 1  

"Well, now, soon's it's dark, so thet our other fellers won't see us and 
twig, you'll hear somethin' m t l i n l  right about here. Then don't say 
'halt,' lcause our fellers in  the next pit might hear that ; but jnst cock 
your rifle asd let the lock down agin twict. We kin hem the cluck of the 
lock. Then you lisln close, and you'll hear somebody whisper 'ml b e d '  
Thatlll be the countersign, m1 then you'll know it's us. l 1  

So that night, between 9 and 10 o'clock, Terry came back into t h e  
redan with two gant Johnnies in  tow, and he had even forgotten that 
they had their musketa with them. 

'' Whatls this?" inquired M/laj. Marahall, who was in command in the 
redan that night ; "have you captured these two men, or they you?" 

Then the Rebels themselves noticed that they still had their guns, and 
laid them down on the ground. After a brief explanation Gorman shook 
hands with the two Johnnies, wished them good luck and crawled back to 
his pit. Maj. Marshall gave the Rebels some supper, and then spent abont 
two hours interrogating them, after which they were left to go to sleep. 
In the morning they wene sent to City Point, where, ria they told us, they 
intended to ship in our navy, both being seafaring men from the North 
Carolina Sgunds. They would not enlist in our army for fear of being re- 
captured, but they wanted to enlist in the navy. I don't suppose Gor- 
man ever got the "recruit money l 1  to which a man was then entitled for 
" bringing in recruits. l 1  These two men interested us very much by their 
recital of the condition of affaik in the Rebel camp. The stories they told 
of hard work, incessant fatigue, awfnl privations, cruel dhipline, brutal 
punishments and a long list of other horrors in the Rebel army would 
hardly be believed now. They had gone on duty before daylight that 
morning, and their 24 hours1 rations were a piece of green-looking bacon 
abont the size of a man's four fingers and a hard-baked corn "pone" a. 
trifle larger than a man's whole hand, together with a canteen of water.. 



How men could work, march and fight aa they did on such fare will for- 
ever be a mysterg ! 

Maj. Marshall considered the information he got from these men vala- 
able, because he took copions notes of what they said, particularly with 
referenm to the numbers and dispositions of the Rebel troops in our front. 
They said they belonged to Lane's Brigade, of Wilcoxls Division, Hill's 
Corps, and their regiment was either the 28th or 38th North Carolins. At 
breakfast in the redoubt our boys vied with each other in dividing with 
our guests in gray. As luck would have it, our meat ration for that day 
was boiled fresh beef of better quality than usual, and as we had plenty of 
mft bread, and some of the boys had mndensed milk for their coffee, the 
Johnnies redly believed that Terry Germ had been telling them the 
truth ! I never saw two men stow away so much provender aa they did 
that morning ; and how they relished i t  ! 

It waa lucky they struck us at  the end of our relief instead of at  the 
beginning, for they literally cleaned onrhavereacke of every crumb ! When 
we were relieved Maj. Marshall told off a Corporal and two men to gusd 
them. 

"We don't need no gnard, Major. Do we, Bill?" said one. "Jess 
give na a pass for City Point, Major. We'll git thar." 

I f  the Rebels could have known how methodically and in what a 
'Lcome-to-stay" manner the Army of the P o t o m  set about its tremen- 
dous task, I think they would have given up the game then and there. 
We not only had wharves a t  City Point, and a railroad to carry OUT sup- 
plies all along the line, and a vast cattle ranch in the rear to furnish fresh 
beef, but the woode out on the Blackwater were full of portable eteam saw- 
mills squaring timber to be need in revetting the works, eawing plank for 
gun platforms, or boards for building shanties, hospitals, quarters, eta. 
The army contained within itaelf abundant skilled labor to meet all these 
requirements. The engineers, &men and brakemen on the Military Rail- 
way, the engineers and sawyers in  the sawmills, and from that to the 
"freight-handlers," receiving clerks, shipping clerks, and all that sort of 
thing a t  the wharves, were all enlisted men detailed for those pnrposea 
There was never an m y  in the world like the grand old Army of the 
Potomac. Historg doea not afford a parallel to the siege of Petersburg with 
regard to the amount of work done, the extent and quality of ingenuity 
displayed, the volume of Nation~l resources called into play, or the skill 
and vigor with which they were employed. When a boy I had alwaye 
been fond of reading the histories of European wars, but a&r Oettyaburg 
and Spottaylvania and Petemburg all that sort of literature lost its interest 
for me. 

Speaking of the cattle herds out on the Blackwater, I got an opportu- 
nity to see something of them one day. There waa a detail to take out to 
pasture some horses which had sore backs or were h e  or otherwise run 
down, and as there was no likelihood of the batteries being called on for 

.field service for some time, i t  wag determined to "turn these horses out" 



for s while in  charge of a detail of men who also "needed rest l l and country 
air. Much to my regret, I did not get on the detail to take care of the 
horses, but as we took them pretty well over into the "cattle ranch " we saw 
how the herds were managed. The cattle were generally shipped by boat 
to the corral at Windmill Point, where they were landed and put in charge 
of the herders, who were all enlisted men detailed for that duty. There 
was an "army headquarters herd, l 1  which f u d e d  beef to all troop not 
attached to the various m y  corps. Then each corps had a herd of ita own. 
Whenever cattle were to be slaughtered to h u e  fresh beef rations, which 
was sometimes twice and sometimes three times a week, as many as were 
required would be "cut out" of the herd and driven over to the place of 
daughter. Here they would be taken in charge by butchera detailed from 
the m y ,  and in a few h o w  their meet would be seen in wagons at the 
brigade w m m ~  depots. In  wry hot weather, such as we had that 
Summer, a few hours would suftlce to make this meat look rather blue, 
but the practice was to boil it as quickly as possible in the big camp kettlea 
in  water well dted, and when so cooked it would "keep" in pretty good 
condition for a day or two. 

I t  was apparent that the cattle herden had a pretty good' time-at 
least so long as the whole Cavalry Cow was there to gnard them. But 
after the bulk of the cavalry was sent up into the Valley to attend to Gen. 
Early the Rebel cavalry under Hampton "raided l 1  our cattle ranch and 
got away with a good deal of the gtock, besides capturing most of the 
herden, who, during the Fall and Winter of 1864, at Salisbury, Anderson- 
ville and other "Southern Winter resorts," found plenty of opportunity to 
reflect upon what a sofi thing they had when they were living on the fat of 
the land out there on the Blackwater. 

The Fifth Corps remained in them lines from the end of the great 
aesault on the 18th of June until the 15th of August. By this time the 
men had got thoroughly mted,  and om thin ranks had been filled out 
again with numerous recruits who, if not equal to the men of earlier 
periods, as before stated, could fill up the regular space in a company align- 
ment; conld pnniah their rations in grand style, and, as the subsequent 
history of the corps proved, were quite as capable of stopping a Rebel 
bullet as the oldest veteran ! It may hsve been somewhat more difficult 
to get them to face the aforesaid bullet than it had been to get the veterans 
to do so; but, as we would say now, "they got to Appo~~mttox a11 the 
asme! l 1  During this time "a day in the trenches1' would have been 
a picturesque affair tort novice. In  the forte and redoubte, wherever siege 
guns were mounted, there would be details from the batteries to man them, 
together With detachments of infantry in support. In the curtains con- 
necting the redoubte there would be infantry only, with picketa in the out- 
lying rifle pita &metimes these pita were not manned at  all in the day- 
time, but were occupied at  nightfall and held all night to guard @st a 
surprise. But in July it  was tacitly understood that both armies were 
taking a rest, and the men had very little disposition to disturb each other. 



The men used to lay poles on top of the parapet at one end, mpporb 
ing  the other by forked sticks, and over theae poles they would stretch 
their shelter tents or blankets, so that there would be a complete awning 
the whole length of the curtain. The infsntry parapets were made high 

.enough so that a man of average hight could stand straight up to 6m through 
under the head log, and theae were generally squared timbers, about 10 by 
10 inches, so that the cover was complete and the men could move about 
in the works with perfect security ; so, as there was nothing to do except 
watch againat a possible coup de muin, and there was little fbhg from the 
main line, at least in the daytime, the men had plenty of time to loaf, 
sleep, read, or play poker for Sutler's checks, as suited their fancy. Many 
a eultry day have I whiled away nnder these extemporized awnings, 8%- 

gling with the vicissitudes of the " faecinsting game," and frequently part- 
ing with seved hardearned dollars in Sutler'a checks or l h n t  shinplss- 
tera I recollect a five-handed game one Sunday, July 3, 1864, in which 
our Nell Graham and I were engaged with three -trymen belonging to 
one of Bartlett's regiments, 83d Pennsylvania. There wae a Jack pot on 
the board, everybody was "in," and one player had a "pat hand." Just 
as the betting began the Rab- 
el8 5red a shot from their fort 
(Rives), which swept arross 
the top of our parapet, knock- 
ing a big gabion all to pieces 
and burying our poker party, !); 
shinplastem, Sutler's checks 
.and all, under an avalanche 
of dirt and splinters that 
came rattling down on our 
heads. As soon as we conld 
extricate ourselves we pawed 
the dirt over till we had re- 
c a p t d  all, or nearly all, of 
the shinplaatera and Sutler's 
checks in the pot, put them 
together again, shified our 
position to another spot, dealt 
the hands over again ma 
played it out. This must A LUCKY L ' D ~ ~ ~ . * *  
have been for my special bend& as I had only two small paim in the 
original hand, and there was a pat hand out againat me. But in the hands 
as reconstructed I opened the Jack pot with two Queens, drew another 
and "got away with the cake," about $2.50 worth of Sutler's checks, 
shinplastera, eta., all told And one of the infantrymen by the name of 
ALston declared that, while he had heard of a man drawing to a shoe8tring 
and filling his hand with a whole tannery, he had never before eeen a man 
who could "draw the Rebel firev to help out a poor hand! Those were 
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great days in  the trenches ! The stories the Peterabnrg veterans could tell 
of the total disregard of danger, the utter sang froid nnder fire, or the 
devil-may-care jollity and tomfoolery of our battered and rugged veterans 
in those death-hated earthworks would be thought incredible now, and 
so I will not multiply anecdotes. The artillerymen had a somewhat easier 
time than the infantry, because they did not have to take their turns in  
the f i e  pits; but when the siege guns had to be Gred they had to get 
down to busineaa and take their share of the medicine. 

I n  addition to the four-and-one-half-inch R o d m  and 30-pounder 
P m t t  siege guns mounted in the new forts and redoubts about the 1st of 
July or last of June, 50 or 60 mortrtrs, ranging in caliber from 10-inch down, 
were distributed along the line. Most of these were on the Ninth Cory 
front, but some of them were put in the redoubt8 south of the Norfolk 
Bailroad and in Fort Sedgwick. These mortars were generally worked by 
special detachments from the 1st Connecticut Heavy Artillery. The fire 

, of these mortars was very annoying to the enemy, and they soon mounted 
some mortram of their own, which tended to impair the desirability of our 
forb as Summer residences. While the Fifth Cory remained in these lines 
from the Avery House front to the Cheever House (or Fort Davis), on the 
Jernaalem Plank, no one would now believe me if I should attempt to 
summarize even the enormous work they did during those two months. 

I suppoee the corps had an average of 11,000 to 12,000 enlisted men 
present for duty during that period. These men built three miles of the 
most elaborate and maseive siege works known to military history. They 
moved many million cubic yards of earth. They cut msny million feet of 
timber, which they fashioned into revetments for the faces of the works, 
into phions to crown the parapet, into platforms for the heavy guns, into 
postern-gates and draw-bridges for some of the heaviest forb ; and, in ad- 
dition to al l  this, they built their shase of the "Military Railroad,)) cleared 
ground for camps of the most regular and elaborate descriqtion, dug deep 
wella for water-and a thousand of other things of toil -all under the 
broiling sun and brazen sky of the hotteat, driest Summer that was ever 
known in Virginia. 

The operations of the p t  mine were carried on by the Ninth Corps 
directly in front of Fort Morton during this time. As I never saw any- 
thing of it personally, and as it  has been .elaborately described by more 
capable pens, I shall not attempt any extended comment upon it. Of course 
efforts were made to keep this mine a profound secret ; but soldiera will 
talk, and so, long before July 31, it was well known dl along our lines 
that the mine was being driven, and ite exact location was known to many 
of the troops. It would have been pretty hard to keep an operation like 
that concealed from the sharp eyes and inquiring minds of the veterana of 
the Army of the Potomac at  that time. 

On the night of Aug. 15 the Fifth Corps was drawn out of its linee, 
being relieved by an extension of the Ninth Corps to the left, and 
moved by back roads way round near Lee's Mill, and thence acrosrr the 





was, and we always kept a strong picket line well out in front of the work- 
ing p&ie+ it was by no means so perilone. The Military Railroad was 
extended to c o ~ e c t  with the Weldon line at Globe Tavern as rapidly as 
the covering works were completed, the Fifth Cow made new camps, and 
the routine weqt on about ae before until October. In the ht ter  part of 
that month a strong movement waa made by portions of the hcond, Fifth 
and Ninth Cow to extend our left, with s view of completely encircling 
Peteraburg south of the river and cutting the South Side Road. This 
operation resulted in the battles of the Boydton Road, Burgeaels Mill and 
Hatcher's Run, and to hold the ground thus gained our main lines were 
extended about three milea west of Fort Wadeworth, terminating in the 
tremendous works of which Fort W e r  was the key, and which inclosed 
altogether nearly a mile square. This was the last extension of our main 
line, though numerous fieldworks were thrown up from time to time m y  
out to the leR, reaching, at the beginning of the Appomattox campign, 
as far to the weatward as the Boydton Plank Road, and to the Vaughn 
Road on the south. During the Fall bf 1864 and Winter of 1864-65 the 
Artillery Brigade was comfortably camped near Fort Dnshane, and its dutiee 
were similar to thoee previously deacribed in the Old Lines. As Winter 
came on log huts were built, and the troops took aa much comfort as the 
severity of their duties would admit. That Winter was colder than usual 
i n  that climate, but there was not a g-reat deal of anow, and altogether the 
seeson was not unfavorable, thongh the occasional cold rains were pretty 
trying. 

Among the curiosities of the skill of our men was a good-sized chapel 
or small church, which the Engineer troop built near Meadels headqnar- 
tern. This was in the Gothic style, and was constructed entirely of poles 
with the bark on, placed vertically like a -"battened " house. It was a 
fine piece of work, and the Engineers took great pride in it. I have been 
told that the colored people of that region used it as a plsoe for their sim- 
ple worship after the war. The great signal tower near Fort Fisher pas 
another monument of the skill and industry of our troops. I do not now 
recollect its hight, but it  commanded the country for miles around, and 
from its summit every movement of the Confederate troops in their lines 
or in the city, and away up toward Richmond, could be distinctly observed. 
Most of the men who did this marvelous work and sttiliered these nnexm- 
pled toilr, are gone now. Of the fortifications themselves, only the rounded 
outlines and half-filled ditches, rank with weeds and or growing full 
of small bmsh, with crumbling parapets full of rotting logs, remain 
now to tell the etory of what our soldiem did and dared and sttiliered. But 
their fame can never decay - their glory cannot fade ! 

Whatever may have beell the exposum, fatigues, privations and other 
and nameless homm of that Virginia campaign, I wish to say one thing 
for the old Battery, and that is that when it camped in front of Petemburg 
and eettled down to the great siege there was not one ' L a m y  grayback l 1  

in the seam of the clothes of any mas in its ranks ! This, to veterans of 
17 



that unique campaign, may seem i n d i l e ,  but it was a faet. Wbtmw 
our boys d e r e d ,  or how they stood up to be killed or mangled in battle, 
this much mast be said of them, they kept themselves clean and tidy. 
One day not very long ago, while " lighting our battlea over," at the Army 
and Navy Club in Washington, with Comradea Geoxge Deeringl a soldier 
in the 16th Maine, and now Payplaster in the Navy; Robert G. Carter, a 
soldier in the 22d M d e  and now Lientenant of the 4th Regular 

Cavalry, &ired, and others, I made this statement. All of them had been 
through that ~~mpaign, and they said that they couldn't stand anything 
like that ; they declared that when BrigadierGene& had inhabitante in 
the seams of their undergarments it wonld be the hardest kind of cheek 
for an enlisted man to deny the impeachment - "even if he was in Stew- 
art's Battery ! " So I said, " wouldn't yon believe thecaptain hlmself on 
that snbject?" They all agreed that they would believe any statement 



Stewart might make, or  a t  least they would be aatiafied that he believed 
it himself, conscientiody, to be true. 80 I wrote theee things to him end 
this is his reply : 

In  regard to any of the men being infested with insects, on which suhjeot 
you invoke my testimony, I .m satisfled that there never waa a oese in the 
Battery of that klnd. I well remember ordering. wme of the recruits to be 
taken down to the creek and ecrubbed (of which you speak), but that waa 
simply becaum of their not having waahed themselves. When the squad of 
recruits from the New York heavy artillery re&menta were sent to me a t  
Petemburgin July,lW, the Battery a t  that time oooupied Fort Hell. When 
the men reported I had them drawn up for inspection, with their knapsaob 
on the ground, and had the knapllacks opened. I found that soamely any of 
the men had a change of underolothing. I told First Serg't MoBride to keep 
them from the rest of our men, and I had the ordnanoe wagon hitahed up and, 
mounting my horse, started for City Point. When I got there I went to the 
Sanitary Commiseion and also to the Chrietian Cornmineion, and to them I stated 
the condition these men were in. I told them that I had made a requisition 
for such clothing aa they required, but that it would be several days before I 
could get it, and in the meantime they could be of no use to me, aa I could not 
allow them to mix with my men. I had given orders before I started to have 
theee men's hair cut and the men themselves thoroughly waahed. Both of the 
Commiesions that I oalled upon acted a t  once upon my request and gave me 
one undershirt, one pair of drawers, one pair of socks for every man ; also 
quite a number of pairs of shoes, two flve-gallon kegs of pickles, flve gallons 
of lime juice and, if I remember cormtly, about 50 popnda of tobacco. With 
them supplies I got back to my caisson oamp the same afternoon and leeued 
the supplies, and found that Serg't MoBride had made quite different looking 
men of them. The Sergeant when I got back told me a little incident which 
impreamd me with the privations they had undergone. He said when the din- 
ner bugle sounded the men were very much astonished to flnd they were going 
to hare soup for dinner; they told Berg't MoBride that they never had had any 
soup from the time they had left the fortifications around Washington, and 
that was over two months. You oan mfely say that we never had any lousy 
men in the Battery. 

The Captain might have added that such of the old boys aa happened 
to have more than one complete change of underclothes also divided their 
surplus among theae poor recrnite. In my own caw, I had three suite of 
h e  merino underwear, which mother had sent to me, and they mnat have 
cost i n  thoee days of high prices a t  least $7 or $8 a snit. I gave one snit 
of this to one of thoee recrnite, and he wae very grateful for it. 

The Engineers were a very important body of t m p e  in  theae opera- 
tions. They consisted of the Regular Engineer Battalion, Capt. h r g e  
Mendell, about 400 strong, and the 15th and 60th New York Enginem, 
composing what waa known as the Volunteer Engineer Brigade, m d e r  Gen. 
Henry W. Benham. A member of the Regular Engineer Battalion, Com- 
rade Thompeon, a topographical -man, says : 

The Regular Engineers were essentially made up of volunteers, as there 
was hut one company (A) of about 60 men in the Bpring of 1661. Two new com- 
panies were created, so by Jan. 1,1962, there were over 400 men in line, and any 
one who has followed the Cannoneer through his experiences as a detached 
volunteer in a Regular battery can appreciate how the "old Regular Bappem 
and Miners" made Regulars of them 880 volunteers. I will say that the story 



of the old Regular soldier in lssO and 1881 is one of the greateat glories of the 
American army, and I trust it may be sometime put on reoord. 

The battalion, for similar reasons, could not be kept up at full strength by 
even transfers from the volunteer troops, and they were as good if not the 
best men ever in the Engineer troops. They were eeaaoned old flghters. Some 
from the 8th Michigan were splendid men; all of them were adopted right in 
and made to feel that they were "Regulars." 

When the investment- this is the right word, not siege-of Petersburg 
began the Engineer troops were out nkht and day, the temporary fleldworks 
gave place to an extensive line of rlfle-pit batteries and forts. some of the 
latter of immense size and strength. I waa in the battallon from Yorktown 
to Petersburg, inclusive, and it was not unoommon for a non-commissioned 
omcer to have from 8a) to 1,200 men under hie charge during a night's work. 
But for all this, I have felt that, in spite of all our duty performed, if we could 
have been in one square flght, so as to have had a chance to "show up" for 
once, we would be thought of in a more appreciative way by the flghting men. 
We made scaling ladders, and expeoted to be oalled upon for a "forlorn hope" 
at Yorktown. Some of the men under Capt. C. E. Croee, while destroying a 
corduroy bridge on the Chickahominy, June 28,1862, did drop some of Jackson's 
advance. We were in line supporting a battery at  Antietam, also at  the Wil- 
derness, Spottsylvanis, Guinea Bridge and Hatcher's Run, but as an organiza- 
tion never made or repulaed an attack, fired either a volley or at will; but we 
were M at anyway, did our duty, and went where we were told to go. In 
Mexico Company A was mixed up in a f l ~ h t  every time, and waa in the attack 
at Contreras, Churubusco. Molino del Ray, Chapultepeo and the City of Mexico, 
leading the storming party in some of them engagements. Of course it is rea- 
sonable to see that it would be as great foolhhnese, except in an emergency, to 
uae up Engineer troops in any engagement aa to put in the Signal Corps or any 
speoially trained men. But for all that, let me say that we felt at times a8 
though we ought to go in anyhow. 

The Volunteer Engineem from New York were made up mainly of rail- 
road handsand mechanics. The 50th was raised principally along the line of 
the Erie Railway and in aouthweetern New York. The 15th was recruited 
in the central and emkern perte of the State. In field campaigns both the 
Regular and volunteer batkdiona were employed superintending the con- 
struction of bridges, repairing milways for the we of the army and kin- 
dred employmellta The only time I ever knew them to be in action was 
in the Wilderness, where Gen. Warren put them in temporarily to 5U s 
gap, and they fought there as well aa any t m p a  could. But when Gen. 
Meade heard of it  he ordered that they should not be put in  line of battle 
any more, as they could not essily be replaced if cut up. Consequently 
they were not much employed during the reat of that cam+gn till we got 
to the Jamea River, where their exploit of building the great pontoon 
bridge at  Windmill Point -about a mile long- in one night stands to 
their credit without rival in military history. 

Comrade John T. Davideon, Captain of Company H, 50th New York 
Enginema, furnishes an entertaining description of the "little church." 

The 60th waa noted for its engineering and meohanioal skill, and while it 
could not lay a bridge across a stream orbuildcorduroy roads to keep the army 
from going through the mud into China any better than the lKth, without in- 
tending to refleot in the least upon the lbth, beoause it  was an excellent regi- 
ment, still it was an admitted faot that the 60th contained many more skilled 



meohanics and civil engineers than did the 16th. The brigade had shops in 
Washington, where at least one company always remained, for building new 
pontoons and the paraphernalia thereunto belonging, and, if my recollection 
is correct, such company was always taken from the 50th during the entire 
war. The 50th was noted for its beautifully laid out camps and pleasant quar- 
ters, thereby making soldier life as agreeable and ~ome-like 8s Possible. 

I t  also had an eye to its 
spiritual welfare, and hence the 
erection of a church for the 
accommodation of all whose 
minds were religiously in- 
~lined. Capt. M. H. BfcGrath, 
of Company F of the 60th. was 

J 
a carpenter and joiner by trade, 
and to him wasgiven the honor 

r -  
---- of constructing the church in 

queation. He was the amhC 
A- teat, and "bossed" the job. 

Whether his mind towered as 
high toward the heavenly king- 
dom as did the spire which he 
projected and erected, is not 

the Engineer Brigade was a 
"castle," and by clorre exami- 
nation this badge will be found 
worked in the f ront, and about 
the center of the second story 

- - of the "steeple" from the - - ground. It will not be dimcult 
A - -- - 

- 
- - 

1- 
- - 

-- - --=for any one to discover at  a - - - - - -  -- -- 
- -- = -- - - glance that the architecture of - -- - this place of worshlp is neat 

TEE C H ~ C H  BUDE OB POLEB. and tasty, and was a credit not 
only to the regiment, but especially to the man who "bossed the job." Maj. 
McOrath has been a resident of Elmira, N. Y., nearly all of the time since the 
clow of the war. The ohurch near Qen. MeadeL headquarters ia not the only 
monument of his skill and enterprise. Indeed, he has always been counted as 
one of the beat mechanics in this aection of the State, and has erected many 
monument8 of this character, but his poor health and years are now creeping 
over him to such an extent as to render him unflt to perform but little. if any, 
manual labor. The 72d mile stone of his life having been passed, and now de- 
pending mainly upon asm~l l  pension for thesupport of himself and aged wife. 
he is patiently waiting for the time to come when the last pontoon will be laid 
and he and his be safely landed upon the golden shore, from whence no trav- 
eler ever returns. The only wish of his comrades is that the old Major may 
lire long, prosper and be happy. 



CHAPTER X. - 
DETAILED AT OBDOBDCE WHARF- ATTACHED TO MCKNIGHT'B BAF 

'~BY-SIXTIX COBH( OOEB TO WASHINGTON-RELIEF OF TEE 

CAPITAL-BIDWELL'S BRIGADE FIGHTS A S h  BATTLE FOB 
"OLD ABE"-EABLY DBIVBN AWAY-MARCH TO THE VAL- 
LEY-SHEEIDM TAKES C ~ U D - B A ~  OF O ~ ~ I J I L N -  
FIBHEE'S HILL-ROUT OF EABLY'S A=. 

share in the siege of Petmeburg wae 
brief. On the 7th of July an order 
cnme to detail a man who auld keep 
wrnnnte for o r d ~ ~ c e  duty a t  the 
~irnmnnition Wharf at  City Point 
This detail fell to me, by tbe grace of 
Jlikhell. I believe the Old Man 
winrod a little at  thia propoeition, be- 
panee I had been on "mft dutyn tbe 
whola Winter pviona, from Om 
10, 1663, to April 10,1884-a clean 

etretch of six mathe- end bad now been only three month with the Bat- 
tery. But what months they were ! Embracing the Wildernem, Spotb 
eglvania, North Anna, Beth& Chnrcb, Cold Harbor and the msaults on 
Peteraburg ! ! Anyhow, Mitchell had hieway, a e n s d  I reported promptly 
to the whsrf, and wae aesigned as "Acting Ordnance  orp pod" to the duty 
of hUying the deliveries of ammunition as it was unloaded from the 
baa@ and ale0 checking off the ieenes to the corps ammunition traina 

Artillergmen were preferred for thi~ work, ae they were mom ac- 
customed to the handling and care of ammunition in Large quantities than 
infantry or cavalrymen were. Arriving at  City Point we found sqnada from 
the artillery brigades of the different eorpe and dm from the reserve, the 
whole forming a working foree nnder the Chief -ca 05lcer of the Army 
of the Potomsc This would have bean pleasant duty, but before we had 
got fairly settled down an order came to M off about 80 men to reinforce 
some of the batteries of the Sixth Corpe, which was under ordera to embark 
for Washington at  once. The Division of Gen. Ricketts, of the Sixth Corpe, 
had sailed for Baltimore several daye before, and mme of the batteries of 
the c o w  had gone with i t  I do not know what became of thoee batteries 
afterward, as they never joined Sheridau's army in the Valley. Perhaps 
they went back to Petemburg. !Che batteries that embarked with Rma3el17~ 
and Uetty'e Divisions for W a s h i i n  direct were McKnight18 Fhgulara 
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(M, 6th lkgdam,) end MCartneyls 1st Meeeechuaetta; Van Etten's 1st 
New York, which had been Cowan's Battery at  Gettysburg, end waa in the 
vortex of Pickettls charge there ; Adem's end h b 1 e  Rhode Island Batr 
teriea, end Greenleaf Stevensls Old 6th Maine, which had been comrades 
with ne in  the old Firat Corpa e t  Gettysburg and elsewhere. 

Them batteries had been much reduced by the Wilderme and Spott- 
sylvanin campaign, and also by mnstar out of the tbesyear  men who had 
not ; snd as it wae probeble that the campaign Eerly 
wonld be in Northern V i r g i i  or Maryhd ,  where there would be plenty 
of york for artillery, it wae deemed advieable to reinforce them to full 
strength. Ordinerily when the batteriea were to be reinforced in this 
msnner the custom waa to detach men h m  Wtq regiments in  the 
corpe or divisions to which they belonged.. But on thie o d o n ,  no doubt 
becaw they were expected to go immediately into action a t  or abont 
Waahingbn, so there wonld be no opportunity for the infmntrymen to learn 
artillery dd l ,  the reinforcements were drePted from the artillerymen on 
duty at City Point, which really was much more eensible then to detach 
infantrymen, who in that sort of emergency might d y  heve to go into 
&ion aa artillergmen without e single opportunity for b t te ry  drill. The 
&illeqmen at  the wbarf were m n s t e ~ ,  and Capt. Jemw McKnight, of 
Beeteag M, 6th Re&q eccompanied by his Firet Lieutenant, Henry 
M. Beldwin, end two or three other officers, came along the line. a p t .  
McKnight waa Acting Chid  of Artillery for that part of the Sixth Corps, 
CoL Tompkina being on duty ekewhere. There may have been 150 or 160 
artillerymen in that muster, and of mume being detailed at  the rate of one 
or two from nearly all the batteries in the m y  they were literally a 
"eelect lot  l 1  Cept McKnightla eyea glistened aa he surveyed the line- 
all stalwart young fellows, clem, trim and well set up, and every one a 
veteran ! How Gen. Gibbon and Stewart would hare liked to pick a rein- 
forcement out of that line ! There was no volunteering about this bnsineea 
It waa a ease of ' mnscription. l l In the old days, when the artillery oftl- 
cem used to get recruits out of the infantry regiments, the men had a 
choice in the matter. But here i t  wae simply "step out !" So when they 
came to my place in the line Capt McKnight surveyed me h m  foot to 
head, and when his eyw rested on my caphe said, "4-B; thet ia Stewart'e 
Battery. Step out ! I want yon ! ! " which go= to show that a " repats- 
tion " is sometimes inconvenient The work of dbfting off the required 
number of men was quickly done, and they were ordered to report a t  once 
with whatever acamterments they hed to the new wharf below &n. Grant's 
headquartera, which wsa ebont a mile from the ammunition wharf. Arriv- 
ing here they at once began to distribute us among the various batteriea 
which needed men. 

Stevena did not need eny men, McCtutney and Van Etten only about 
eight or 10 each, eo there were abont 60 to dietribnte between McKnight, 
Adam and Lamb. I had taken a frtncy to Capt. bfcKnight m d  his Firat 
Lieutenant, Henry Y. Baldwin, who reminded me very much of our Lient. 



barison, crippled at  Gettysburg ; and so, partly on this account and pr t ly  
because Battery M was the only Regular battery with the brigade, I re- 
quested Capt. McKnight to sign me to it. Then he said to Lieut. Bald- 
win, "Take care of thia boy, Henry." Baldwin took me in hand, and 
aeked me whether I wes Driver or Cannoneer. I told him that I had h n  
both, as a matter of course, and had once or twice acted as Gunner tempo- 
rarily, so that I would prefer being put on a gun, if convenient, and that 
moet of my experience in action had been in the "breech numbers ; " that 
is, Noa 3 and 4. So he eesigned me to be No. 3 in his center section. I 
was delighted with Lieut. Beldwin. After the boat got under way he went 
round among h h  new men, tnlked with all of them, ascertained their pre- 
\ions recorde, and had some agreeable thing to my to every one of them. 
To me he said that he should egpect a great deal from s boy hailing from 
Stewartls Battery, saying that, while the two batteries had never served in 
the same corpe together, he had often met Stewart, and also Mitchell, and 
coneidered that any.man who had had the benefit of their training mnst 
be a good one. The Sergeant of our gun, Daniel Yoder, was a jolly, good- 
natured '' Penneylvanis Dutchman " from Reading, P a ,  and I lost no 
time in making friends with him. Yoder waa a tmmp, as will appesr 
later on. I speak of h i h  as a ''Pennsylvania Dutchman," but he was 
really a thorough American, his femily heving been in this country for 
mveral genelations. My snbquent  experience codrmed my h t  impres- 
siow of him. He waa one of the best natured, moet generous and brave& 
men that I hare ever known. That "4-B" on the crose cannons of my 
cap waa a "letter of introduction," good anywhere in the Army of the 
Potomc. Everybody in the Sixth Corpa eeemed to know the old Battery 
quite as well as it  was known in the First or Fifth Corps ; and when, upon 
circulating around among the detached men, I found myself ita only repre- 
sentative in the Sixth Corps Artillery Brigade, I felt very Isrge. The trip 
from City Point to Waehington waa an agreeable diversion from the march- 
ing, fighting and fort building of the last three montha My first impres- 
sions of Battery M were very pleasant, and all the experience of the ensuing 
four months in& thorn impressions. It waa a beautiful battery in 
erery respect. Its officers were all k i d  hearted and good natured, its 
non-oommissioned officers, without exception, h e ,  manly types of the 
American soldier, and ita Camoneera and Drivers were " t h o r o u g h b ~ "  
in erery sense of the word. 

Battery M as an oqynht ion  needs no eulogy beyond the statement 
that it served with the old Fourth Corpe in the Peninsular cempaign, and 
from that to the end of Sheridan's campaign in the Valley with the Sixth 
Corps, when, having been almost totally cut to pieces at  Cedar Creek, i t  
did not return with the Sixth Corpa to Petersbnrg, but was left a t  Camp 
Barry to recruit ita shattered ranks. It had at this time (July, 1864,) some 
detached \.olunteere, as all Regular batteries had, but its proportion of 
'LOld Regulars1' was much larger than uanal. Nearly all ite men, whether 
Regulars or volunteers, were Penneylvaniane or Jerseymen. A 5ne spirit 



of comradeship prevailed among the men, and the officers were everything 
that  could be h i d .  Capt. McKnight and Lient. Baldwin had been a p  
pointed to the Regrilar army from civil life upon the  organization of the 
6 th  Artillery, in 1861, and Lieut. Robinson had been promoted from the 
ranks a t  the instance of Gen. McDowell, with whom he had served as Clerk 
or Private S e m t q .  Robinson had been a Sergeant in G r i f i ' s  Battery 
(D), of the 5th Regulars, before Gen. McDowell employed him as  Private 
Secretary. McKnight was a C i d  Engineer of distinction before the war, 
and Baldwin was a graduate of the  Kentucky Military Institute, where he 
had been a classmate of Gen. H. V. Boynton, now a famous jonrnalist. 
All three of them are dead now - Baldwin and Robinson from wounds re- 
ceived a t  Cedar Creek, and McKnight from the effeota of wounds in sev- 
,era1 battles. 

The roll of Battery M, of the 5th R e m m , w h e n  it embarked for 
Washington in July, 1864, was as follows : 

Captain, James McKnight. 
First ~ieutenant,  Emory Upton, detached, Brigadier-Qeneral of volunteers. 

First Lieutenant, Valentine H. Stone, detached, commanding another battery. 
Lieutenants-Henry M. Baldwin, Privates-John Berringer. 

Frederick D. Robinson. Louis Blumenroth, 
Orderly Sergeant-Jack Davidson. Martin Boyer, 
Sergeants--Philip Weidner, Valontine Bush, 

William Beckhardt, Edward Clewell, 
Daniel Yoder, Eben Davis, 
Joe Gerhardt, George Delaney, 
Frede~lck Volkman. Merritt Downer, 

Corporals--William H. Kennedy, Erastus Day, 
Charley Knorr, Albert Eyrich, 
William Morton. George W. Flugland, 
John Wesley, Dave Fox. 
John Miller, John Gechter, 
George Hussey. Peter Glass, 

Buglers-William Bowman, Jacob Gabriel, 
Ernest Hartmann. David Hoffman, 

Privates-Louis Bachman, Augustus Hoffman, 
Lorenzo Berger, Alvin Hubbard, 
Charles Bourquin, Israel Hummell, 
Samuel BOokwalter, Carl Hartmann, 
William Cuthbert, William Kline, 
Thomas Collins, . David Leasing, 
Washington Dengler, Charley La Van, 
Jacob Dannahower, Anthony Magee, 
Jacob Drayer, John Mullan, 
Levi Engelhardt, Henry C. O'Neill, 
John Fahrenbach, Henry Rausch, 
Richard Fisher, Charles Reigel, 
Samuel Gamler, Henry L. Ryder. 
Peter Gerome, William Schilling, 
Jerry Gerrish, Jacob Schroeder, 
Conse Gresser, William Shappell, 
Oliver Himerhitz, Jacob Shipman, 
Bill Hopkins, John Sweitzer, 
Jacob Hummell. Charles Schild. 
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Rivetea-brsel HartmPnn, RiveteaJohn Signer, 
John C. Hall, Daniel Smeok, 
GOdfre~ ~ ~ O P P ,  William Trayner, 
William IsMing, Chris. Volloaan, 
LewL b i b ,  Martin Wicldiile, 
Frederiok Miller, John W n .  
Xartin Nadel, William Smsll, 
Albert Price, Henry Snyder, 
I m l  Rauwh, Edward Van Bruhl, 
b v i  Rodenburg, John Weidner, 
Henry Rothenbeg, Auguetue Yo84 

Willism Ziegler. 
YEN ATI!AOHED BY SPECIAL OBDER. 

Ordnance C0rpoml~- Privates -John Cox, 
Dsn'l Glazier (sating), James Y. Watley, 
Charle8 Seaton, William H. Whwler. 
William Murphy, James H. Rittenhouee, 
The Author (sating). J w p h  Stephens, 

RivatebYarvin Barbour, Qeorge M o w ,  
John H. Carroll, Edward Callahan, 
Charles Creamer, Henry Holmes, 
Patrick F. Hunt, Daniel W. House, 
Jesse Hyde, Ben F. Keyser, 

Aupuetus Patterson. 
Of the above-mentioned men eeveral belonging to the original etrengtb 

of the Battery, perhaps eix or eeven, were abeent and did not go to Wash- 
ington. The total n n m k  ectnally preeent on boerd the ht, including 
'Lthe conecripte," M they called thaee "drafted " a t  City Point, wee three 
office d a t  1 m e  Thia was a fair complement a t  that time for a 
eix-gun battery, and every man was a veteran artilleryman. (It is proper 
to state that the six batteries which went with the Sixth Corps to the Va& J 

in  July, 1884, were rrtieed to the full equipment of eir gun8 each, except 
one of the Rhode Island batteries., all the other corpsbatteriee of the Army 
of the Potomac having had only four gnne since May 17.) Many of these 
men on the original strength of the Battery had come out with apt .  
McKnight when he brought his old militia battery, called the " Ringgold 
Artillery, '' from Resdingin the three months' service in May, 1881, snd they 
had reenlisted for the war when his Battery was merged in the 5th Regu- 
lara at the special request of Oen. McDowell. It is worth while to re- 
mark that McKnight'a old " Ringgold Artilleqy " was the &at battery of 
volunteers to reach Washington in 1861. It aleo hse the distinction of 
being the only militia organization that was ever traasferred bodily to the 
Regnlar Army. It may have been forgotten, but it ie a faot that Battery 
M, of the 6th Regdam, is m l l y  the old '' Ringgold Artillery " of Reading. 
Capt. Stewart, in  a recant letter to me, has th& to stly of Capt McKnight 
and hie Battery : 

I knew Maj. MoKnight well, and a more thorough, oonwientious ofecer and 
high-toned gentleman never entered the army. Hisold batteryfrom Reading 
Pa., was the very 5rst to reach Washington after Lincoln's flrst d l  fortroop, 
and I have been told by Gen. Gibbon that Gen. MoDowell, seeing hie worth er, 
an artillery ofecer, persuaded him to accept a Captainoy in the 6th Artillery, 



whioh waa then being organized, he leaving a luorative profweion beoaum he 
thought the oountry needed hie services. Hi8 old militia battery from Reading 
wae called the Binggold Artillery, and did exoellent mrvioe d&g the war as 
Battery M, of the 6th Fl6gulera. After the surrender he resigned and went to 
hi6 home to redume him profeu~ion. 

Capt McKnight wm perfectly devoted to hie Battery. Several timea 
he declined promotion which would have separated him from it On one 
oeeaeion his devotion to hie Battery waa subjected to a test. Thie wae the 
10th of May, e t  Spottclplvenie, when Gen. Upton made his grest aeeanlt. 
Upton waa M&night7e First Lieutenant in the Regular Army, though 
Brigadier-General of volunteers and commanding the asssalting column. 
He had mked for two batteries to report to him, end the commanding ofE- 
oer aent Kimbellla 4th Msine and McKnight7a 6th Regnlans When Upton 
went to diepoeB the betteriea he d d  to Cept McKnight that he was aur- 
prised that Geu Wright ahonld have made auch an w e n t ,  becam he 
(Upton) wsa only his (McKnight's) Lientenant, and there were plenty of 
otha batteries which could have been aent to him. Capt McKnight re- 
plied : "This ia no time for qnestiona of precedence, Upton ! Let me have 
your ordera Tell me what to do ! ! l 1  That was the kind of wldier that 
Jarnee McKnight waa From the Tentanic sound of many namea of the 
men it might be inferred that it waa e I' &rman Battery. l 1  Bnt those 
men with Germmn%onnding names were netive Americana for generations 
- I' Pennsylvania Dutchmen -all atdwart, powerful fellows, bronzed 
and rugged from many armpQns, good natured, jolly and generous, and, 
when it oeme to fighting, as will coon be perceived, they were stayera from 
eway back. 

The trip from City Point to Weshington was uneventful. Om boat 
had only artillery on boerd, and eo we had a very quiet time. But the 
next boat wm loaded with some of Upton7a Brigsde, of Rueeell'a Znfastry 
Division (FLret Division, Sixth Corpe), embracing the 121at New York and 
the 98th Pennsylvania. Shortly after we got under way these t m p e  got 
to quameling about the epacs aseigned them on the boat, and from that a 
@ht ensued, which came near being a regular riot. One of them was 
knocked overboard, but he waa e good swimmer, and waa reamed from a 
watery grave. 

It was wonderful how quick the troop of the Army of the P o t o m  
wonld reason out the meaning of the army movement. As our old paddle- 
wheel atamboat floundered along towad Waabgton the boys would sit 
or lie down m n n d  the deck and plan out the campaign for which we were 
destined. We had no new8 and no knowledge except the rumors that 
Early, with e considerable force of all arms, had been detached from Lee's 
army and had invaded Maryland, wiping out our garrisons in the Shenan- 
doah Valley aa he went along. I t  was known to us in s general and in- 
definite way. that he wm thmtening Washington, and every one of us 
hoped that we might, as turned out to be the case, get there just in time to 
mve the Capital. Everybody hoped that the old Sixth Corps wonld get an 



opportunity to fight a great battle within mght of the dome of the Capitol 
Building and under the eye of Mr. Lincoln. 80 with these diecnasions, 
intenpemed with occasional frolicking and little games of poker between 
times of dnty, we whiled away the long trip down the James and up the 
Bay and the Potomac from City Point to Washington. I had always 
cherished a profound admiration for the Sixth Corps, and the opportunity 
of sharing its glorions history in  such a aplendid btterg as McKnigbtls 
quite reconciled me to the abrupt termination of my "soft map" a t  the 
ammunition wharf. I had not besn in the Sixth Corps a week before I 
was as proud of the '' Old G d  Croeafl as if I had worn it all my life. 

The infantry of the Sixth Corps was much rednced a t  this time, the 
First Division ( R m l l ' s )  having not more than 4,000 mneketa in its thres 
brigades, the Second (Gettype) about 4,200 and the Third (Rickettsls) 
abont 4,000. In other words, the corps was not above 12,000 atmng, which, 
with the usual deductions, ruennt that it could put about 11,000 mnsketa 
in  line of battle. The six batteries had between 650 and 700 men present 
for dnty. Ricketts's Division had sailed for Baltimore nearly a week 
before Gen. Wright embarked for Washhgton with the other two divisions 

and the batteries. Ricketta 
also took with him what was 
termed a " ~ v k i o n a l  Bri- 
gade," made up of odds and 
ends of dismounted cavalry, 
convale8~ent. etc., which had 
gathered in what we used to 

toward Silver Springa We 

I 

marched f b t  up Sixth and 
r I Seventh atnxta, and o m  Bat- 

-8 - 1 
tery halted in Sixth stxe8t, 
near Judiciary Sqnare. The 

O m  Elncmpmoa. regular Guidon being abeant 
aick, Lieut. Baldwh had assigned me as Lance Guidon that morning, 
which was a high compliment considering the short time I had been i n  the 
Bat*. When we halted in Sixth street a great number of women and 
girls gathered about the Battery, and seeing me with a little flag cavorting 
.about on my pretty mare nnd putting on more style than an Adjutant- 



General, they thought maybe that I commanded the Battery. The infantrg 
of Rnaeell's Division had disembarked lower down, and were moving out by 
other mmds, so our halt here wee for instrnctiona as to co-operation with 
them. As the day was very hot we etood at eeee, and got in the shade as 
much ae we conld. Battery M presented a besntifnl picture. It had been 
newly equipped jnst before leaving Petereburg. Nearly all the men had 
new clothing, and they were aa h e  a lot of young fellowe ae you could aee 
in a whole County. I don't mppoee the girls, accustomed a t  they were . 
to soldiem, had ever seen anything quite aa pretty as Battery hL. The 
p laa  where we halted in Sixth street was h m  D to F streets, so that the 
center of our column wae a b m t  of Semtmy Chase's h o w ,  on the 
corner of Sixth and E Among the lsdiea who m e  out to greet the Bat- 
tery was Mies gsthariae Chase, then a yonng lady in the early prime of a 
beauty famow all over the world. She waa accompanied by perhape 20 
other girls, and they moved a k u t  among the gum saying pretty thinge to 
the boys and fastening rn in the bnttonholea of their jackets. Among 
our viaitore wss s matronly lady, who came up to me aa I dismounted and 
led my little mare under the shade of a tree. She ssked my name, where I 
was from, wanted to know about my mother and mid m y  other pleasant 
th ine  

Receiving orders to advence, we moved out Sixth etreet to the Boun- 
dary, and thence to the top of the hill on Seventh street, where Howard 
University is now, and hslted again. All around this place was a "Con- 
traband Campu of colored people who had egcaped from slavery. Many 
of the men of this cemp were employed building the forte, and some of 
them had enlisted in the vsriow negro regimente ; but the camp waa fill 
of colored women and children, and they gave ns a reception also, not so., 
elegant but quite as impredie ae the other. Nearly all these poor people 
had experienced the homra of slavery, and the iit?edom they had found 
in that old contraband a m p  was a joy of new birth to them. They had 
heard that Early's m y  was coming, and in a vague way they reaLized the 
defenseless condition of the Capital. They had also heard that the "Sixth 
Corpe was coming,ll for t h m  magic word of good cheer had been &m- 
bling on every loyal lip in Washington for two daya To the poor &gees 
the advent of Early's m y  wae the synonym for a return to bondage, and. 
therefore in their simple minda the Sixth C o r y  waa a veritable host of 
deliverance. 

There'was one old " Aunts," black ae the ace of clubs, and so old that 
her wool made a '' white border f l  for her ebony face, who came up to me 
ae I sat on my mawe by the roadside waiting for the bngle to sound. By 
this time the leading brigade of the Second Division (Bidwell's Brigade) 
had begun to 5le out on the road snd ite regiments were then w i n g  the 
Battery-the 7th Maine, 61st Penneglvania and 434 46th '77th and 1226 
New York-and the Vermontm were cloeely following. It is nseless to 
attempt a description of those tmpe. No one who did not sea them can 
even faintly appreciate their appesrance, no matter how vivid the d d p  



tion! Stalwart forms; rugged, swarthy facea, tanned by many a hot sun 
and bhckened by many a battle smoke; their "baggage" tied up in 

1 blanketa rolled round their shoulders, dusty havemks, old canteens, bat- 
tered cartridge-boxes filled until the coven wouldn't shnt down ; bright 
rifles at L'right or left shoulder aha ;" their gray soeks pulled up over 
their trousers legs and their atout ehoedl mnnding a steady "tramp, 
tramp," to the beat of the bam drum m they trudged along the hard 

macadam mad! When this poor old " Anntyv saw thoee ironeclad vet- 
erans filing past she came fo me by the aide of the road end asked, in a 
voice quivering with emotion : 

"Young Moetah, Honey, ia you all de Six' Co'Pn 
" Yes, Annty, we are the Sixth Corps?' 
"Fo, God, Mostah, Honey, how bn'ful yo' all is! We'e eafe now. 

All night long an' yistiddy we'e been skeered 'bout dem dar malishnn troop 
dat wnz in de fort, 'cause eberybody ssid dey conldn't stan' agin Mom 
Jubal'a ole Rebel sogera ef dey knm in. Bnt de Six' Co' am pow'fhl dif- 
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fmnt  ! Prsiee de good an' merdfhl Lawd foh de Six1 Col!l' h d  then 
the old A u t y  knelt down right in the dust and the hot sun in fmnt of the 
Battery and with hands stretched aloft and eyea atreaming offered up  a 
prayer of praise and thdrsgiving to the Almighty for ''Mama Linknm, 
M o m  end de Six1 Coy ! 

It wae a p s t  day for the chivalric Bidwell and his invincible brigade - 
to be mlected for the head of column, to go forth to bettle under the eye of 
"Father Abraham1' himself, in  plsin eight of the dome of the Capitol, and 
under the shadow of the emblem of that Univereal Freedom for whom de- 
fense they were in arme ! 

Without farther incident we moved rapidly out the Seventhstreet 
Road andwent into betteryon high gmnnd to the left of Fort Stevene, where 
we stood a t  a ready and witn- e sharp skirmish between Bidwell's 
Brigade and eome of Rodeala Division. h i d e n t  Lincoln witneeeed this 
8Lirmieh, and it was the first snd only time he ever actually saw the smoke 
of Rebel powder. 

When the Battery reached Fort Stevens Mr. Lincoln was sitting in a 
barouche with Secretary Stanton, and, I think, Judge AdvocateUen. Holt. 
5en. Wright wae on horseback by the side of the carriage, and he "ordered " 
the President to have the carriage moved to one side to meke way for the 
Battery. Mr. Lincoln immediaediately recognized Capt. MoKnight, called 
him to the carriage and cordially greeted him. 

One of the thinge he said to Capt. McKnight was, " Captain, you am 
qdta as welcome now as you were three yeare ago leet May, when you 
came down here to help ne with SOW Ringgold Artillery." 

"Thank you Mr. M d e n t ,  l 1  replied Capt. McKnight, "permit me to 
9ey that about 30 of the men with me now were with me then." 

"They are noble men, Captain," mponded Mr. Lincoln, "and I want 
you to give them my most affectionate regards. I wish I could take 
hand of every one of them pereonally ! l 1  

Bfter Bidwell deployed and got in sction we went in  battery on the 
knoll to the left of Fort Stevens, got out a4lmMition1 stood by to load 
and waited for the enemy to develop hie main line. Meantime Mr. 
Lincoln got out of hia carriage and went with Gen. Wright into the fort, 
where they stood up on the parapet until a Bnrgeon standing near the 
President was hit in  the knee by one of Rodes1s Sharpshoobra, when Gen. 
Wright peremptorily ordered Mr. Lincoln to get down, which he smilingly 
obeyed. It wassaid that Mr. Lincoln remarked to Gen. Wright that, "as 
Constitutional Cornmender-in-Chief, he thought he had a right a t  least to 
watch s battle fought by hie own troops, l l and that the General , retorted 
that "there was nothing in the Constitution authorizing the Constitutionel 
Cornmender-in-chief to expose himself to the enemy's ilxe where he muld 
do no good ! " But I had no means of verifying this camp story. l 1  

Comrade George W. Keyes, a Sergeant of the 150th Ohio, a 100-h~ 
regiment called to the defenae of Washinwn in that emergency, wae in 
gar rhn  at  Fort Stevens that day, and he writ& to me ee followa : 



Yes, LinooIn was there. and Stanton too. I was Sergeant in charge of the 
party that burned the dwelling outeide of the fort. While we were waiting 
for the order to flre the house President Lincoln and a Surgeon and others 
stood on the parapet watahlng the Rebela come over the hill from Blair's place 
till the bullets began to fly lively. We couldnot bear to see President Lincoln 
risk his life in that way, so we urged him to get down. A moment later the 
Burgeon got a bulletin his leg, and the rampart was cleared in a hurry. One 
of the Rebels who was aaptured said that with their fleldglassea they could see 
the President from the cupola of the Carbemy Houee, in the valley, and that 

they i h d  at  him. Fortunately they mleeed him. I have often thought that 
it was fortunate that Early did not lmon how defenseleas Washington was the 
night before, or he would have gone right into the aity. There were only two 
companies of ue l W a y s  men in Fort Stevens. I tell you we were mighty 
glad to see those veterans of the Sixth Corps flle by about noon that day. We 
were well drilled in heavy artillery, but so few that we could have offered but. 
little resistance to Early's veterans. 
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I might add to Comrade Reyes's interesting comment that when Bat- 
tmy M went in battery there on our left on the Seventh-street Road, on the 
high ground abont 80 rode northwest fmm Fort Stevens, I presume we had 
the honor of being the only light battery which ever "unlimbered for b d -  
ness" under the eye of Old Abe Lincoln himself! Gen. Wright and Gen. 
Lewis A. Grant have informed me pereonally that many of the stories told 
about Mr. Lincoln's '' military experience " at  Fort Stevens were apoch- 
ryphal, but that the statements of Comrade Keyes rtre snbstantirtlly cor- 
rect. 

The advent of the Sixth Corps put a quick and eternal end to Early's 
hopes of capturing Washington, and he fell bsck to Rockville as rapidly ae 
he had come. We followed him, c& the Potomac at  Poolsville, and from 
there struck out for the Valley by way of Leaburg. On the 19th or 20th 
of July we came to Snicker's Ferry, where the West Virginia Divieibn - 
or Eighth Corps-under Crook, had had a fight the day before. Some of 
us went and looked over the field. The dead -about 200 -lay where 
they fell. I remember thinking that if I ever had to die in. battle I 
wanted it to be in some big a i r  that would be immortal in history, and 
have some name more euphonious than " Snicker's Ferry." I said to Corp'l 
Kennedy, who was with me : 

"Bill, i t  is pretty tough to be killed and left for b d  in a - 
skirmish like this ! " 

Well," says he, ',,'if you are killed, what's the diiTerenceTH 
'' Oh, " says I, " it's this : now, suppoeo you had to be killed, but wem 

allowed to take your choice of battles, which one would you select?" 
"In that case, B-,' he said, "I would choose the first battle a h  

the war.ll 
So I had nothing to do but agree with him. 
By the way, a t  this time there was really brntal neglect about burying 

the dead. In the earlier battlea we used to have flags of tmce, when nec- 
essary, to bring in the wounded and bury the dead, but in 1864 we used 
to lie down near each other and shovel and shoot, while the poor wounded 
were dying and the happier dead were swelling up and rotting in  the hot 
sun between us. 

We did not advance beyond this place, but the next day faced about 
and made two or three days' march back to Wa&hgton in clouds of dust, 
and on July 24 or 25 camped near Tenallytown, with the understanding 
that we were to embark for Petersburg the next day. Theae marches and 
countermarches were very severe, the weather being the hottest I have ever 
known, before or since, the mads ankle deep with dust, m d  no relief from 
the heat night or day. It wag rl8toniahing how few men fell out of mnke 
in the Sixth Corps during this terrible season of toil and privation. Truly 
they were men of iron. We did not embark as expected, but lay in this 
camp savela1 days, during which there was plenty of the customary diver- 
sions of the Bixth Corps. I had always thought that the old Firat and the 
Fifth Corp were sufficiehtly "tough," as far as fighting among the men 

18 
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waa concerned. But a few days1 aervice in the "Bloody Old Sixth l con- 
vinced me that the First and Fifth were Sunday eohools by comparison. 
The Sixth Corps men were always fighting. The Artillery Brigade was 
compsmtivdy pewable, but there were feuds in that, notably between 
McCartney's let Mansschnsetta and the two Rhcde Island Batteries. 
McKnightls Battery, m e d  mainly by g o o d - m t d  Pennsylvania Dutch- 
men, was the moat #c oqpnht ion  in the Corps, but even they shsred 
the combative spirit of the command and took their share in  the ''scrsp 
ping. l 1  The tonghe& crowd in the whole Sixth Corps was the old Vermont 
Brigade. Every one of t h w  regiments had a number of big, stalwart, 
rew-boned "Green Mountain l 1  bmieers, and they nsed to travel on their 
mnscle everywhere. The 96th Pennsylvania, made up of minm from the 
Lackswasm; the 102d, compoaed largely of Pittaburg iron molders ; the 
121st New York ("Uptonls RepIsw l)) ,  sturdy Mohawk Valley h e r  
boys ; the 1226, sslt boilers from Onondsge and fsrmers from C a w ;  
the Irish 65th ; the G m n  Bay lumbermen, of the 5th Wisconsin, and the 
Kennebec and Penobscot lumbermen, of the 5 th  6th and 7th Maine, all 
these made up about as " hard a crowd ' l se could be found anywhere under 
the folds of the Star Spangled Banner. Those fellowe were in the m y  
to fight, and i t  made but little difference to them what sort of fighting it 
was. 

After inspection the Sunday morning before we left the Tenallytown 
camp to retnrn to the Valley I noticed some very mysterious conferences 
between Serglt Charley Wilcox, of one of the volunteer batteries; 
Corp'l Bateman, of Batterg E ; Pat Hunt, of o m ,  m d  several infantry- 
men of the Vermont and Wheaton's Brigades. AE soon as the "prelimi- 
naries l 1  were completed some of the " Rhodies l 1  got out a coil of spare 
picket rope and s W  down toward the valley of Rock C m k  in reju of 
the camp of Getty's Division, and then Pat informed me that a prize fight 
was on between Charley Austin, of the Vermont Brigade, and a man 
named Pnrcell, from one of the Pennsylvania regiments in Wheaton's 
Brigade, catch-weight, for a p m o f  $500, made up by subecription. Austin 
belonged, I think, to the 1st Vermont Heavy, though he had sailed two or 
three whaling voyages out of New Bedford. Pwcell was a Pittabtug iron 
molder, and my recollection is that he was from Col. Jim Patchell's 102d 
Pennsylvania, thongh I won't be sure about that. At any rate, he ww 
tough enough to be a member of that regiment ! The Rhode Islanders 
pitched the ring on a small level plat of ground near Rock (keek, a short 
distance below Blagdenls old mill, m d  Austin and Pwcell "shied their 
castors l 1  a little before noon the last Sunday in July, 1864. Anstin was 
seconded by one of hia infantry comrades and Pat Hunt, of our Battery, 
while Corp91 Batemsn, of the artillery, and a Pittsburg comrade groom& 
Purcell. The referee was Serg't Wilcox, of one of the bstteriea Nearly 
1,000 spectators were at  the ring side, among whom were several officars, 
who, in p rade  uniform, would have worn eaglea on their shoulder-strspq 
and one who waa entitled to wear a ststr. But, of course, they were not 
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present oft\cially ! " It was a fearfully hot day - thermometer about 96 
in the shade. The two men stripped down to their gray drawers, socks 
and shoea When they shook hands in the ring I thought I had never 
before seen such a handsome pmir. They were of the same hight, about 
five feet 10. Anstin was the lighter of the two, and his akin was white 
as snow. You could see the great maeees of mnecle work nuder his ehoul- 
dera aa he moved about in  the cablike way charncterietic of a  my^ who 
has been a sailor. Pnrcell's skin was red, and he showed mneidersbly 
more "beef" than Anstin did, but his m d e a  stood out in big knota, and 
I remember thinking that he had the h e s t  neck I had ever men on a man. 

AE they were going into the ring Pat aune to the rope and whispered 
to me, "Put your stuff on the sailor!" (meaning that I ahodd bet on 
Austin). To cut a long story short, Anstin went for P d ' s  head h m  
the jump, while h l l  aeemed to care nothing for punishment in  the 
face, but kept working away aa beat he could a t  Austin's heart, ribe and 
stomach. Austin got the b t  knockdown and first blood, sending Fur- 
cell clean off his feet in the h t  round by s tremendous let% hsnder on the 
right cheek bone just under the eye. The ensuing rounds, up to the 
eighth, were practically repetitions of the first, but in  the eighth round 
Purcell got in e rib-roaeter which sent Anstin to graes all in  a heap, and 
from which he barely recovered within the call of time. Iu  the ninth 
and loth rounds Austin was more cautious, and did not lead the fighting 
as he had previously done, being evidently impressed with the grim nerve 
of the iron-headed Pennsylvanian, who, though his fsce had been made to 
look like e badlycarved joint of mt beef, still came up smiling every 
time and t ~ ~ k  his punishment withe heart that I have never seen equalled. 
At the end of the 10th round I said to a Vermonter standing by my side 
a t  the ropea: 

Your man is the better boxer of the two, but the Pennaylvanisn is 
going to win by clear game ssd  bottom ! " 

"Twenty to 10 that he don't I "  was the reply, ehaking the green- 
backs between his fingers in my faoe. I pulled s 10 and we tied them 
around the rope iii front of us. 

As they came up for the 11th round I observed that Austin was 
changing his tactics. He had got tired of wearing his fiet out against the 
csbiron head of the Pittaburger and began to reach for his vitala. This 
was his fatal mistake. My judgment was right. The New Bedford whale- 
man was quick aa a cat, a rapid and powerful hitter, but the Pittsburg 
iron molder was a etayer from away back, and as soon as his grim stoicism 
and invincible raeolption impreesed the mind of his advereery, the latter 
was gone ! I could sea Austin weaken from the loth ronnd. He had ex- 
pected to win quickly by his cat-like activity and milor tricka But when 
he found that the tough Pennsylvanian kept staying with him he got 
rattled. At this time they had been fighting 38 minutes by my watch. 
When they came up for the 12th round Austin led for Pnrcell's heart, but ' 

was cleverly countered on the chin and barely a p e d  a knockdown. I 



conld distinctly hear his teeth chuck together aa Purcell hit him. From 
that time on A-wtin lost command of himself and struck out wildly, and 
d l  a t  once Serglt Wilcox called time m d  allowed a foul in favor of Pnrcell. 

"Withdraw that judgment, please, Mr. Referee," eaid Pnrcell in- 
stantly, '' I don't want to win this fight that way ! I am whip him on 
my merits, and that7e what I want to do ! " 

But Wilwx said : "The men will observe time. This fight is under 
the London mlw, m d  I am here to see that they m carried out. I decide 
that Mr. Anstin has lost the fight by a foul. I rtm capable of enforcing 
'that decision. The fight is ended. I f  the principals agree to it, side bets 
may be declrcred off, but the fight mnst stop here. It is a clear caee of 
foul. " 

There was no Writ from the judgment of Serg't Wilcox, and the 
fight term.batd I wanted to see it fought to a finish, bemuse I waa 
being impressed with vast admimtioll for the game and bottom of Pnr- 
cell, and wanted to em him win, as he said, "on hie merib." After it  
waa over a match wss arranged between Pat Hunt ana Serplt Wilwx for 
$300, but before it conld come off we were in motion again for the Valley, 
and we "fought it out l 1  a t  Winchester, Fisher's Hill and Cedar Creek ! 

Hunt and Wilcox would have made a fine match. Hunt had fought 
several ring-battles while in the English army. In  one of these, which, I 
believe, occurred in India, hie antagonist was no leas a master of the art 
thrm Tom Allen, then a soldier, and afterward champion of the world. 
Pat eaid Tom bested him, but no one else had ever done it. Charley 
Wilcox had been a volunteer &man in Providence, R. I., and aleo 
had made a sea voyage or two. He was a fine physicel specimen, six feet 
high, and weighing about 180 pounds. Pat was about five feet 104, and 
weighed about 155. He was quicker than Wilcox, and a better sparrer, 
judging from glove bouts that they had, but Charley's comrades said he 
was more clever with bare hands than he ever let on when sparring with 
gloves, and that he would stay dl day, if newsmy. 

After the war I saw fimt-class professional prim fights between Mace 
and Allen, Mace and Coburn, Allen and Hogan, Allen and McCoole, Allen 
and Joe Goes, together with severd middle and light weight fights, includ- 
ing Arthur Chambers and Billy Edwards m d  Barn Collyer and Barney 
Aaron, but I never eaw a better or a braver fight than that one between 
those two Sixth Corps soldiers, Pnrcell and Austin. 

Shortly befo're Sheridan took command we got news of the burning of 
Chmberabnrg, and the belief w s  that Early would invade Pennsylv* 
so the Sixth Corps broke camp and advanced from Tenallytown by a 
forced march into the Valley, and marched and countermarched and manu- 
vered a good deal for some weeks without special incident until the middle 
of September, except various cavalry skirmishes a t  Winchester, Moorfield 
and other placee, in which we took no part ; so, without tedious detail of 
thesa evenb, I will " assume the offensive " at  once from o w  positions on 
the Bewville Pike Sept. 17, 1864.. 



As soon aa the three divisions of the corps got together in the field 
the six batteries were Aped, two to each division, Lamb's Battery (C, 
1st Rhode Island,) and M c C h e y ' s  1st Maseschneetta going with Russell's; 
Van Etten's (Cowan's) 1st New York and ours with Getty's, and Adams's 
(G) Rhode Ielsnd and Stevens's 6th Maine with Ricketts's Division, thus 
giving each division one rille battery and one of 1Zpounder Napoleons. On 
the night of the 17th we got marching orders, but stood fast all night, it 
being understood that Wilson's cavalry was to clear the pike and eecnre 
the fords and bridges of Opeqnan Creek for sn advance on Winchester, the 
idea being to strike Early in the rear, who waa said to be advancing on the 
Baltimore & Ohio Railrosd at  Martinsburg. Dnring the atbrnoon of the 
18th we m e e d ,  croeeed the Opeqnan, and a t  night took up a poeition on 
the extreme lbft of the Sixth Corpe, Grant's Vermonters supporting, where 
the pike cmwa a deep ravine formed by Abram'e Creek. Here we halted 
till perhape 3 o'clock in the morning, when we croesed the ravine and climbed 
up a steep bank to s @tion on the sharp cre& formed by the confluence of 
a little brook with Abram's Creek, our podtion being to the left of the pike, 
two or t h m  miles east of Winchester. On. Battery on the left and Van 
Etten's in the center were in line with this division, while McCktney's wae 
in the interval between our right and the left of Rnesell. Our division held 
all the gronnd to our left (south side) of the Berryville Pike. The only 
t roop farther to our left were Wilson's cavalry, dismounted and &retched 
out through the fields, as day broke on the 19th of September. The Rebel 
position was on the next high ground, nearly a mile from o m ,  and as the 
Sixth Corps began to deploy a t  daylight their batteries opened. This range 
was pretty long, so we advanced along the ridge, keeping pace with the in- 
fantry, until we got within easy " cam range, '' when we went into battery 
and opened. McKnight and Van Etten soon sickened the two four-gun 
batteries they had on the other side of the brook, and when they limbered 
and went off the Sixth Corps infantry began to advance on both sides of the 
pike, and we limbered and followed them closely. In  this 5rat artillery 
affiir we had two men hit, both by pieces of shell, but not seriously enough 
to be reported wounded. Others were hit about their clothing, myself in- 
cluded, my left jacket sleeve being tom by a piece of shell while I was 
thumbing vent. 

Toward noon we took up our eecond poeition, about a mile in advance 
of the firat, but in this podtion we did but little, the main brnnt falling on 
the infantry, who pressed cloee up to the enemy and broke him about 1 
o'clock, with heavy lcesea on both sides, among whom was the Rebel Gen. 
Rodes and our own Gen. Davy Rneeell, commanding the First Division. 
This was all desperate infantry fighting, in which, owing to the closeness 
of the combatante and the fact that our own inkntry were on high ground 
in our front, we could take but small share. But a b u t  3 o'clock we ad- 
vanced again and went into battery on a high spur on the north bank of 
Abram's Creek and cleaned up a battery they had in the edge of a com- 
field just eouth of the left-hand branch of the pike leading into Winchester. 



This was the prettiest practice we had that day, i t  being good caee range ; 
but, as they had only four guns to our six, we wiped their troublesome bat- 
tery off the face of the earth in about 12 or 15 minutes, dismounting one of 
ite g ~ 8 ,  blowing up one of its caissons and destroying many of ita h o w  
and abont a third of its men, so that what remained of it retreated toward 
Winchester. The pike being now freed from the rsking fire of this battery, 
our -trg advanced again, and we followed them to the fourth and last 
position of the day, which we took up abont 5 p. m. Here we became en- 
gaged again with two Rebel batteries on a high knoll, right a t  the northeast 
corner of the town of Winchester, a t  a pretty fair range ; but, just as we 
began to get the range down h e ,  theae batteries l i m b e d  to the rear and 
went off pell-mell through the town, followed by their infantry on b o t h f h k s  
in something that, from where we stood, looked very much like a panic. 

This sudden collapse was due to the flanking movements of the cavalry 
on our left, which had got so far round toward the main Valley pike that 
they threatened Early's line of retreat, while Crook's "West Virginia 
Army" drove in their left flank, and so he went, as Sheridan said in  his 
report, "Whirling through Winchester" abont sundown. There can be 
no doubt abont the services of the cavalry in this battle. For the most 
part they fought diemounted ; and armed, as they chiefly were, with Spen- 
cer seven-ehooting carbines, their musketry was something fearful. 

Bs we had all been marching or fighting since long before daylight, 
with hardly a chance to nibble a hardtack, it may be imagined that we 
were pretty much "done up" when we got into our k t  position near 
Winchester about dark. So we went into battery on a round knoll just to 
the left of the Berryville Road, overlooking the town, and bivouacked them 
for the night, in the interval between Gmt 'a  and Wheaton's Brigades. 
The cavalry continued pursuit throngh the town, and as far up the pike ax+ 
Milltown, where they halted some time after 9 o'clock. Battery M's aham 
in this battle was very creditable and gratifying. We had had three hand- 
some bouts with the enemy's artillery, cleaning him out every time. Our . 
ammunition account showed that we had fired about 90 rounds per gun 
during the day, and none of our men had been killed or severely wounded. 

This battle of Winchester or Opequan had been a victory from start to 
hi&. On our part of the line- the extreme lee, in line with Gettyls 
Division - there hadn't been a waver or a flicker from daylight till dark. 
We had driven the enemy from three positions, one after the other, pell- 
mell, routing his infantry and smashing up hia batteries wherever he at- 
tempted to make a stand. Farther to the right there had been a little 
flurry about 1 o'clock, when Rodesls Division made its grand charge, but 
the line there wasquickly restored by Rnssell's Division, of the Sixth, and 
Stevens's, Lamb's and McCartneyls Batteries, but it  was done a t  the heavy 
cost of the gallant Russell's life ! This sort of fighting was very delightful 
to the poor devils of the Sixth Corps, who had been assaulting earthworks 
so long that they could hardly believe their senses when they actually saw 
the Rebels in  the open field in front of them. 



"Great God ! " said the old boys, "if we conld hare got this kind of a 
lick at  them last Spring ! There wouldn't be no war now if we had ! " and 
m on. Early the next morning we went into the town and camped jnst 
in the south edge of it, in an orchard. The honeas were full of Rebel 
wounded, and they had left all their dead for us to bury. During the day 
I 11-aa on "safeguard l1 a t  a house just brtck of our camp, and there was a 
Rebel Lieutenan; of artillery there, who had been wounded in the battery 
which we had smaehed up in our third position. This was one of Braxtonls 
batteries. He said that they were short of men, having only abont 20 Can- 
noneers for their four guns when they went into action, and not more than 
50 rounds of all kinds of ammunition. And he said it was so plain to his 
men that they were overmatched that he couldn't get them to stick to their 
guns after we dismounted one and blew up the c a h n .  Of c o r n  I was 
forced to admit that we had a pretty ftill complement and plenty of ammu- 
nition. I gave this Rebel my three days1 rations of coffee and sugar and 
begged some brandy for him from Dr. Carter, one of our Surgeons, whom 
I knew. He had been hit by a piece of case shot, which tore his left shoul- 
der and neck badly, but broke no bones. Early in the morning of the 21st 
we moved up the pike, following the Second (Getty's) Division, which had 
gone up the previous afternoon, Arriving at Stragburg jnst as our infantry 
had cleared its streets of the enemy's pickets and skirmishers, we passed 
through it and halted half a mile beyond, near the track of tJle Manasaas 
Gap Railroad. 

We went into battery in the morning of the 22d and cannonaded his 
position for an hour or so with shell and case, and abont 3 or 4 in the 
afternoon the infantry went over and through his works from one end to 
the other a t  the 5rat dash, in a manner that mtonished even ourselves. 
This forcing Early's lines a t  Fisher's Hill - done as it was right from 
the jump," without a single miehap or error-was one of the finest as- 
saulta ever delivered. The works were very strong, the position was a 
commanding one, and the approaches difficult both by nature and by art. 
From the position of the Battery, which waa formed on the highest ground 
on the north bank of Tumbling Run -a bluff, in fact - we could see the 
whole line as it went up the slope. The flanking attack of the Eighth 
Corpe on the Rebel left, which was most gallantly made under great diffi- 
culties, contributed largely to the demoralization of the enemy, but nothing 
a h l d  dim the splendor of the assault of the Sixth and Nineteenth Corps. 
The ground in front of the Rebel works waa so steep in many places that 
it &ounted to a natural scarp, and from where we were we could plainly 
see the infantry digging their bayonets into the ground to climb hp by. It 
was a reg* escalade on more than half the line. Some idea of the sud- 
denness of the success and the completeness of the rout may be formed 
from the fact that they had four four-gun batteries in the strongest part of 
their works, above the pike bridge, over Tumbling Run, and they did not 
have time to get these away, the whole of them being captured in the 
grand rush. This made two complete routs of Early's army in three days. 



The flank attack by the Eighth Corpe, or "Army of West virgin&," 
was a most creditable performance. It is briefly described by Comrade 
John T. Booth, of the 36th Ohio, in a letter to the author. He says : 

In my ofece some months ago I talked witha former playmate. who wrved 
in a Pennsylvania regiment in the Sixth Corps. He remembered distinctly of 
the  Sixth C o w  marching by where we were encamped along the pike in the 
evening of Fisher's Hill. We were getting supper when the Sixth Corps 
marched bg, and you may recell th$ fact they gave iu sode lusty cheera in 
recognition of the part we had taken in routing Early's forces. The Sixth 
Corps boys, in their tur  did not hesitate to  ~ a y  that the Army of West Vir- 
ginia - the chief f a c a r  in routing the enemy outof his stronghold. The 
historian of the 8th Vermont, of the Nineteenth Corps, realized and plainly 
states the case on pages 189 and 200 of the regiment's history. The hietorian 
says, page 200 : "At 6 o'clock Gen. Sheridan's plan of attack beoomes apparent. 
While the movements in front had engaged the attention of the enemy, Crook, 
with the Eighth Corps, had executed a successful flank movement, surprising 
them and winning their left. Col. Thomae, with hia regiment, pushed forward 
with the reat of the Nineteenth Corpe toward the baae of the bluff that  looked 
80 formidable, bristling with bladng guns. But it seemed incredible that 
Crook could actually bo in the enemy's rear, or that the strong works would 
yield to easault. Just  then, however, Capt. Wflldnson, of Gen. Emory's stsfl, 
oame darting along, wnving his hat and shouting: 'They've left their guns 
and are running l!ke cowards 1 '  Gen. Sheridan, too, wse all along the  line 
with his Aids, impatient of delay, and oommanding everything to be hurried 
forward." 

'Twas thus they saw it in the Nineteenth Corps. If you will vieit the enemy's 
position a t  Fisher's Hill and carefully survey the ground and the remaining 
works even at  this date you will see how readily a skilful engineer could restore 
them to the strength they then poseessed, and realize the utter impoasibility of 
making the assault of the Sixth and Nineteenth without the aid which the Army 
of West Virginia gave. 

On the 3d of Udober McCartneyls 1st Massachusetts Battery was 
mustered out and went home, leaving quite a number of r m l i a t e d  men 
and recruits who had still some time to serve. Of these the following wsre 
assigned to te~uporary service with our Battery : 

Sergeant-Matt Adame. Privatee-Bylvester Horton, 
Corporals-Mike Lynch, Richad Isaace, 

Charles Edwards, William Ieaacs, 
Dan Benham, h r g e  Goliffe, 
John Esler. Fred Higgins, 

Privates--George Appleton, Mltchell Lawrence. 
Joseph Barnes, Joseph Marean. 
Dan Brown, John Neale, 
John Carter, Charley Pike, 
Reuben Charterls, aobert Reade, 
John W. Carroll, John Richardson, 
Chester Ellis, Frank Smith, 
Edwin Eaton, Andrew Sturdevant, 
James Gordon, Alonzo Sackett, 
John C. Gordon, John A. W a h t ,  

Henry Hall. 
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CHAPTER XI. 
DEVASTATION OF THE VAUEY -SIXTH COBPS STABTS FOB PWEBSBUBQ 

-RECALLED TO THE FRONT-CEDAR CBEER -ADVANCED TROOPS 

SUBPBISED &D OVEBW~LMED-THE SIXTH COB= TAKES THE 
BBUNT - DESPEBATE FIGHTING BY GETTY'S DIVISION - F&EE 
USE OF THE COLD STEEL-THE UNCONQWEBABLE VEBMONTEBS- 
T a m  RESCUE BATTEBY M - W E  AgE COMPLIMENTED BY GE'N. 
L s u m  A. . GBANT-TOTAL WBECK OF EABLY'S A R ~ -  BAT~LE- 
FIELD AMENITIES. 

ROM Fieher's Hill Sheridan's army 
moved rapidly up the Valley, encounter- 
ing no resistance worth mentioning. As 
for onraelvea, we did not go beyond Har- 
risonburg, but halted until the army 
began to retrace ita steps to Kernstown. 
Concerning the devastation of the Valley 
during this retmgrade movement I 
hare little to say. We of the artillery 
had no hand in it, except to kill a few 
pigs and chickens for our own use. Of 
conme it was a proper military m e m ,  
and was deeigned to prevent the sub- 
sistence of the Rebel army them. But 
one of my saddest memoriea is the rec- 
ollection of the poor women and chil- 
dren looking hopelessly a t  the destmc- 
tion of everything they had to eat, the I 

burning of their grain stacks, barns, 
mills, and frequently their houses, 
which, though not intentioually set on 
fire, would frequently be involved in 
the coufhgmtion of their outbuildings 
Howel-er, the most of this business wss 
done by the cavalry which brought up 
the rear, and was stretched arross the 
whole Valley, from mountain to mom- 

tam, and absolutely left a desert in its track. Returning to Kernstown 
we lay there until about the 10th of October, when the Sixth Corps got 
oxders to return to Petemburg, and the next day we marched to Berryville. 
Here, just as we were about to noss the fords in  fmut of the gap, en route 



to Washington, we were halted. It m n  flew through the ranks that we 
had been recalled. All sorts of rumora prevailed now. The most common 

rand plausible one was that Longstreet had come to the Valley with his 
Corps, and had superseded Early, also that every man and every gun the 
Confedemy could then muster was to be turned loose on Sheridan's army 
to avenge the devastation of the Vmlley. At all events, we rapidly r e t d  
our step, prreeed through Winchester, Kernstown, Newtown, and so on, 
until Oct. 14, we halted just south of the Little hamlet of Middletown. 
Hem we camped in front of Getty's Division, or rather in the interval 
between that and the First Division, then commanded by Gen. Frank 
Wheaton, who had succeeded Gen. Davy Rnssell, killed at  0pequa.n. 

The Valley campaign had now been going on for two months since 
Sheridan took command, mnd more than three months since the Sixth Corps 
csme to Washington. Two considerable battles had been fought, both brill- 
iant victories, and all the soldiers thought they should have been decisive. 

@ 

So that, when the Sixth C o p  started back for Washington en route to 
Peterabnrg, no one dreamed that the chief battle of the whole ampsign 
was impending, or that it would be one of the moet remmrkmble combats in 
the annals of warfm, 

The eaee with which we had defeated Emrly at the Opeqnan, and the 
feebleness of his resistance three dmys later a t  Fisher's Hill, had convinced 
us of the total collapee of his army, which fact, I presume, was the chief 
reaeon why he so eaclily surprised our advanced troops at Cedar Creek. But 
we also knew thmt the recall of the Sixth Corps, under the circumstances, 
must mean business, because the presence of that corps on any field meant 
that there was to be fighting. It wss never known to be on hmnd for any 
other pnrpose. So, as before stated, we mmrched back to near Middletown, 
and encamped in the open field to the right rear of the intrenched camp of 
the Nineteenth Corps, which was in  turn camped to the right rear of the 
Army of West Virginia, sometimes called the Eighth Corps. T h m  two 
corps had their camps intrenched, but the Sixth camped in the open. 

Here we remained the 16th 17th and 18th of October *thont incident 
of special note. But it was well known in the camp thmt the Rebels had 
been heavily reinforced, and i t  was believed that Longstreet had taken 
command ; indeed, there was a rumor on the 17th or 18th thmt Lee himself 
was there. At d l  events, we d l  expected to fight another battle - though 
we "didn't expect that it would come in such unexpected shape," as my 
Irish blanketrmate remarked after i t  was all over. The 18th of October 
had been a wmrm day for the time of the year, but the night was cool and 
the result was B dense fog in the valley of the creek from midnight on. I 
remember this distinctly, being on the camp gnard that night, and having 
the "trick" from 11 till 1 a. m., and when I was relieved a t  the latter 
hour yon couldn't see a hundred feet in any direction on the lower ground 
near the creek, though the moon was shining brightly upon the mountain 
in our front. 

In order that-the situation at  this time may be more clearly under- 
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M, i t  is ne- to offer a brief survey of the ground and the dispoei- 
tions of the troops. The army was camped in the irregular angle bounded 
by Cedar Creek on the west and the Shenandoah on the south. Cedar 
Creek flows in a general southerly direction, and joins the river just above 
McIntorf's Ford. The course of the river a t  this point is approximately 
eaet and weat, and the mountain comes abrnptly down on its south bank. 
There is another ford (Bowman's) about a quarter of a mile below McIn- 
torf's, and still another abont a mile and a half below the latter called 
Buckton Ford. All these fords were supposed to be picketed. Through 
the angle formed by creek and river the Valley Tnrnpike holds a general 
southwesterly c o w  toward Stmaburg, croeeing Cedar Creek by a substan- 
tial stone bridge, having difficult approaches in consequence of steep banka 
A small stream, called Meadow Brook, heads west of the pike and flows 
perallel with it  for abont four miles, emptying into Cedar Creek about 
three quarters of a mile above the pike bridge. Another brook, called 
Yiddlemamh, heads abont eyen with Meadow B m k ,  and flows parallel 
with i t  for abont three miles into Cedar Creek. On the series of ridges or 
the rolling plateau between these two Isst-named brooks the battle waa 
principally fought. The army waa camped with a view to the pike as a 
line of operations and Cedar Creek as the proper front. Crook's command 
had the left of the army and held all of the line south of the pike bridge, 
its extreme left terminating about a mile below the bridge in a fortified 
camp fronting Roberts's Ford, and held by Thobum's Division. The 
Nineteenth Corps held all the ground between the pike bridge and the 
month of Meadow Brook, its camp elso being fortified. The Sixth Corpe 
was camped on the north clide of Meadow Brook, to the right and rear of 
the Nineteenth, but waa simply bivouacked in the fields with neither forti- 
fications nor shelter. The artillery of the Sixth Corps was camped together 
along the rroasroad which rnns from Middletown Hamkt on the pike to 
Cedar Creek a t  Hottle's Ford. Owing to a bend in Meadow Brook it hap  
pened that some of the batteries were south of the brook, and a short 
distance beyond was Belle Grove Mansion, which waa army headquarters. 
As before stated, the proper frontage of all these camps was toward Cedar 
Creek, no provision having been made to ref- the left flank in anticipa- 
tion of a possible attack from the direction of the river. The attack did 
come from that quarter, and the enemy got in the rear of Thobnm's camp 
before daylight, attacking his men in their tents, his intrenchments and 
artillery looking toward Cedar Creek being of no urn whatever. The result 
of this attack was the Ismpomry dispersion of Thoburn's Division, he him- 
self being killed in a desperate attempt to make a new front in  accordance 
with the situation aa developed. The enemy, following this advantage 
rapidly, soon flanked the other (R. B. Hayes's) division of Crook's com- 
mand out of its position, and then assailed in  the eame manner the rear of 
theintrenched campof the Nineteenth Corps, supplementing this rear attack 
by assailing the left flank of that corps, perpendicular to its line, with 
~e&haw's Division. These operations had begun abont 5 o'clock in the. 
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morning, which was long before daylight a t  that time of the year, 'wd in 
the course of an hour and a half they had made s d c i e n t  prqgrese to bring 
the Sixth Corps into action. In  a word, three divisions of the enemy- 
Gordon's, Ramsem's and Pegram's-had swept along the rear of the 
Eighth and Nineteenth Corps from left to right, and, reinforced by Keb  
shaw fivm the h k  and by Wharton from the old front, they now m i l e d  
in turn the Sixth Corps, which, indeed, had not lacked warning. 

There hae been much acrimonious controversy about the surprise of 
that morning, but t,he ecope of this work does not permit reference to it 
except to say that, under the same circumstmcea, any other t m p e  would 
have done just as the Eighth and Nineteenth Corps did. Suffice to say. 
that by 6:30 in the morning the Eighth and Nineteenth Corps had left 
their original positione in more or leas disorder, and the Sixth Corpe had 
formed a new front practically in reverse of the old one, having thereby 
ahifted ita relative position from the right rear to the l e a  front of the 
-3'. 

The &st movement which Cfen. Wright made with the Sixth C o w  
was to throw Getty's (Second) Division acrw Meadow B m k  with, 
a view to forming a new line on the pike just above Middletown. 

2 D. B B I - C S ~ ~ ~ ~  at 6:m a. m. 
1 D. 6:SWheaton at 6Bl a. m. 
a D. 6:scrRickette at  6B.l a. m. 
Y. 6:SMcKnight, flret position. 
Z D. 8-lO-Getty on Cemetery HU 

from 8 to 9:80 or 10 a. m. 
1 D. 8-10-Wheaton from 8 to 10 a. m. 
8 D. 8-10-Rfckette from 8 to 10 a. m. 
19 C. 8-10-Nineteenth Corps from 8 

to 10 a. m. 
M. 8Bl-McKnight in front of Ceme- 

tery - place of the wreak. 
Y. 9-McKnight, two guns on left of 

Bidwell from, say, 8:80 to 9:80 a. m. 
V. &Van Etten, on Warner's Une, 8 

to9Ba.m. 
8. &Stevens, flrst position. 
8. 10-Stevens, second podtion. 
2 D. CQetty, fhal position. 
a D. CRicketts, flnal position. 
1 D. &Wheaton, flnal position, 
1 D. l2-Wheaton reforming line at 

noon. 
8 D. l2-Rickette (KeUer) reforming 

line at noon. 
19 C. l2-Nineteenth Corps reforming 

UNION POSITIONS. 

T. &Thoburn at 5 a. m. 
H. &-a. B. Hayes at  5 a m. 
19 C. &Nineteenth Corps at 6 a.m. 

CONFEDERATE P08ITIONB. 

W. bWharton at 6 a. m. 
K. 6-Kershaw at  5 a. m. 
P. &Pegram at 6 a. m. 

' Q. &Gordon at 6 a. m. 
R. GRamseur at 6 a.m. 
R. 7-Ramseur at 7 a.m. 
Q. 7-Gordon at 7 a.m. 
P. 7-Pegram at 7 a. m. 
K. 7-Kernhaw at  7 a. m. 
phis was where they flrst struck the 

Sixth Corps. The diagram shows Ker- 
haw at 7 a. m."straddleW of the creek. 
Thie is not accurate. All his troops 
were east of the creek.] 

P. 8-10-Pegram attacking Getty. 
R. 8-10-Ramseur attacking Getty. 
K. 8-10-Kerehaw attacking Getty. 
Q. 8-10--Gordon flanking the First 

Division. 
[These were the positions of the flght 

at the Cemetery.] 
W. 11-4; P. 4; R. 4; K. 4, and Q. 4 

represent the flnal positions of the 
enemy, from which they were routed. 

at noon. 
19 C. &Nineteenth Corps, flnal posi- 

tion. 
8 C. CCrook's command rallied. 



In making thia movement they pessed the Battery camp. All the bat? 
teries had turned out and hitched up at the first alarm before daylight, 
when the attack on Thoburn began. When I had turned in a t  1 o'clock 
everything was so quiet thmt any alarm that night seemed impesible, and 
I had pulled off my boob, jacket and trousers, and crawled into our warm 
double blanketa, alongside of Pat,, in a mnae of perfect security. Falling 
asleep almost instantJy, I realized nothing until I felt a rude shmke and 
heard Pat's voice, " Turn out, quick ! We're attacked ! l 1  and the shrill 
blest of our bnglea, the ahouts of our ofticera mnd the rattle of the harnesg 
.and, above all the crash, awh, creeh of rapid volleys up in front -all of 
which, in the fog and darkness, made a perfect pandemonium. Crawling 
.out of the shelter tent, I ''dressed11 in the open air and ran to poet, leav- 
ing everything in the tent just as it was-bkmkete, havexaacka, etc., taking 
nothing with me but my canteen and revolver-belt, which I bnckled on 
ss I ran. The sound of battle in front roee heavier and heavier through 
the fog. Ba we moved to take position, which was not more *an 100 
,yards from our camp, we eew the Vermonters on onr left and Wheaton's 
,old Brigade (then commanded by Col. Warner) on our right - we were in 
the interval between them - rapidly deploying through the fog and gloom. 
They moved ont in front of us and croseed the brook, we remmining on the 
'knoll. Here in a few minutea we found onreelves in line with aorne of 
Rickettals (Third) Division, the 10th Vemwnt, of the Firet Brigade of that 
division, being the nearest infantry command. It was now growing lighter, 
but the fog still hung low and not much could be wen ; but a great desl 
could be heard, and it kept getting louder and corning closer- yells, vol- 
leys, d o n s l  cannon ahots, etc. By this time it may have been between 
6 and 7 a m. The fog was beginning to " d e  up l 1  where we were, and 
in a few minutee we could see quite a distance - perhape 40 rods- and 
could distinguish objects as fsr as the grove weat of the pike. 

The enemy was following up h k  mcceee vigorously and soon began 
to strike the skirmishers of Grant's Brigade, who were in our left front. 
Capt. McKnight ordered ns to open with case, but there was such a jam 
of wagons and other debris in  our immediate front that we had to wait for 
them to clear the way, and when we did open the enemy waa pretty close 
to na The Rebel infantry begen 5le firing as they aune up, and Lieut. 
Fred Robinson, who commanded the left mction, was severely wounded 
and had to leave the field. At the same time our infuntry on the left of 
the Battery was compelled to refuse its left flank to face toward the pike, 
and in doing so left the Battery without support on either flank. Just at  
this moment the enemy came up out of the ravine to our left and fired a 
scattering volley. Thia killed George Appleton, who came from McCart 
neyls 1st Massachnsetts Battery. He was standing close to me, and h k  
blood spouted in jete as he fell, staining my jacket mnd t rowre  from the 
breast to the knee. Capt. McKnight -who waa Acting Chief or doing 
.some other staff duty that dsy, but happened to be in the Battery a t  that 
moment-now ordered us to limber the rear and take position on the 



high knoll or small hill half a mile or so to the north. There was no um 
to try to hold that position where we were, with the unsupported Battery 
alone, as the other batteries-Stevens's, Lamb's and Van Etten's-to the 
right had already began to retire with Wheaton's (Firet) Division. There 
wse a brushy little ravine c l w  to our lefl flank, where a little rill flowed 
into Meadow Brook, and the enemy 's aki&m swarmed into this and, 
as we were limbering up, 5red a volley which downed every driver and 
team on No. 2 gun of the left eection, and they also w h e d  far enough 
around our left h k  to get in on our rear and cripple two of the faiseon 
teams, so that we had to abandon that gun and the two caissons of the left 
section. It ia my imp&on that they also caught Van Etten's left see 
tion-which joined us on our right-in the same way. But we got off 
with the other five guns and four caissons, and fell rapidly back to the 
point indicated, going in battery again on the west side of Meadow Brook, 
oppoeite Middletown village or hamlet, a Little in front and to the right of 
the old burying ground which wse on the cr& of the knoll. We lost in 
thie firat encounter one ofilcer and seven or eight men, together with one 
gun, two caissons and probably 12 or 15 horaea 

Onr infantry now rapidly formed on the slopes of the knoll or hill, 
occupying the fences and such other cover aa the ground dorded, we being 
in the interval between Grant's and Bidwell's Brigadea When this 5ret 
.mttrograde movement took place the Third Division, which had been with 
as in front of the Belle Grove Honse, obliqued to the right and we retreated 
with the Second Division. The fact ia that even the Sixth Corps was in  
some little confusion there, which ia saying a grest deal. The enemy him- 
self appeared to be in a good deal of-confusion, and took some time to 
rally - perhaps half an hour - on the ground which we had occupied at  
&t. There waa still considerable fog on the lower ground. Immediately 
o n  the 18% h k  of the Battery in  this new position wse another little 
ravine, with a tumbledown stone wall running along the bank next to us, 
and i t  struck me a t  the time that thie e x p d  ns to an attack similar to 
the one that had coat us a gnn and several men in the b t  position. To 
our right, and running. along the aide of the hill diagonally to our line, 
was another wall, which some put of the Vermonters had mized. Beyond 
that our new line bent round the curve of the hill to the westward of the 
Cemetery, where Warner was forming his brigade on the right of the Ver- 
montere. To the left Bidwell'a men were forming along the bank of the 
brook, but they did not connect with the Vermonters, so that there wse a 
gap of about 20 rods, or a t  least several battery fronte in  width, which the 
Battery was plainly expected to hold. So we loaded canieter double and 
braced onraelvea for business of a pressing nature. 

d n d  now the enemy, haling reformed hie line, came on again with loud 
yells. The moment they started we opened on them at  point blank, and 
doing some fine execution, but they wouldn't etop. Being Acting Gunner 
since leaving the b t  position, I "kept her muzzle down," so that every 
round L'threw the dirt in  their faces;" but there was no stopping them. 



On they csme, swinging their left around to take in reverse the short piece 
of $one wall that the advanced line of the Vermonters held, and in doing 
so the muaketry of their left began to entilade our Battery front Onr right 
and center aections stood their ground well, and the right gnn was slewed 
round to the right to meet this 5ank at-. But Lieut. Robinson, com- 
manding our left section, had been shady shot, and one of his guns had 
been abandoned, ag before mentioned, in onr h t  position, so that section 
was wholly demoralized, and its remaining men were either h o t  or driven 
from their gun, which waa expoeed to a fh from the ravine before de- 
scribed. The enemy wag now m near that we "could eee the whitea of hie 
eyes," and firing as he came on. 

They were coming on in two linea; the b t  a rather heavy akirmieh 
line, about 10 to 20 rods in advance of their main line, and they were also 
resching m n d  our left flank from the other side of the brook. I t  was their 
front or aLirmieh line that struck na There were probably about 75 or W 
of them that actually atrnck na, and the row waa all over before the main 
line got up. I could not believe that they were actually going to el088 witd~ 
ns until the men on the remaining gun of onr left section abandoned it and 
retreated toward the old graveyard wall. Their front line was not in  order, 
but there was an officer leading them, and I distinctly heard him shout : 
" Rally on the Battery ! Bally on the Battery ! " Onr d o n  and the right 
stood firm. Pat Hunt drove home his last double canietera when their 
leading men were within 40 feet of him, and ag our No. 4 -sturdy Jake 
Gabriel - fell d o t  through the head in the act of ' I  hooking on " I took the 
lanyard aa it slipped th r~ugh  hia nemelese lingers and yanked i t  right in 
their teeth, almost, but they were right on top of ne, and as Kerahaw's 
Rebel veteram understood thie kind of businesa they "opened out," ao 
that the charge did not hit any of them, as I could see, and in a second tliey 
were amongst us, amid smoke, fog, wreck, yelle, clesh and confaaion which 
no pen can depict and no pencil portray. It wag now man to men, hand 
to hand, with bayonet and musket butt on their aide and revolvere, ram- 
mer heads and handspikes on o w  ! 

But just at  thissupreme moment their advsscaline =led and wavered, 
80 or 100 of the Vermonters charged in  and drove the enemy out of the 
Battery a t  the point of the bayonet, and Lieut. Baldwin desperately at- 
tempted to limber the remaining guns to the rear. Aa the limbera " wheeled 
in" for this pnrpose they got a fierce volley from the enemy's main line 
that had halted about 200 feet from ns, and nearly every driver and home 
in the five teams fell. Meantime the Vermonters, who had been driven 
from their stone wall, or rmther flanked out of its cover, kept rallying on 
o m  right a8 they came back, and raking our Battery front with a iim tbat 
held the Rebel main line momentarily in check. The advanced skirmish 
line of the Rebels was now dispoeed of, and as all our commisgioned officere 
were gone Serg't Yoder and the few that were left-some Crtnnoneere 
who had escaped the butchery of the moment before, some drivers who had 
extricated themselves out from under their fallen teams, together with Serg't 





Beckhardt and Corplla Knorr, Kennedy and Benham-sacceeded, with the 
help of eome of the infantry, in dragging off two guns - No. 1 of the right 
and No. 1 of the center sectiom-by hand with the p longea  

~ u s t '  a t  this moment another of o m  men -Andrew Olaen, who had 
joined the Bsttery but a few days before a t  Kernstown-wae hit. I stated 
in the original sketch that he was killed, but he has eince written me to 
say that he was not, which is " good authority. l l He was struck i n  the 
aide of the neck by a piece of shell, for it mnst be underetood that when 
the  enemy's i n h t r y  m i l d  he mpened with his artillery. Andrew wee 
s Danish boy, tall and slight. When hit he threw his arms round my 
neck and asked me to carry him away or save him or aomething of that 
sort. But being busy trying to limber up the gun, and having no orders 
to aesist the wounded, it was necemary for me to shake him o g  and, as I 
-never saw him ahrward and soon leR the Batterg, I got the impression that 
he was killed. My uniform was already stained by Appleton's blood, and 
now, when Olsen leaned upon me, bleeding profusely from hie neck wound, 
-it fairly @ed my left sleeve and side ; 8o I wee literally "bloady as a 
butcher. " As it turned out, Olsen's wound, though painfnl, wee not dan- 
~gerone. He fell into the hands of the enemy when we abandoned that 
-psition, but was among thoee rescued by the cavalry that night, and he 
now livea in Minnesota 

As we began to move off with the two guns that were saved we conld 
eee in the smoke and yet remaining fog the unconquerable Vermontere still 
rallying to cover us, and as the enemy's main line came on again the 
infantry had i t  with bayonet and musket butt right among the guns that 
we had abandoned. We had not gone back more than 40 or 50 yards when 
.we found one gun-limber with two homes and another with four that had 
escaped the wreck, and to these we a t  once limbered the two gnns with the 
prolonges, and so dragged them back some distance, moving along on the 
west bank of the brook in a sort of beaten track that had evidently been 
made by farm wagon8 in the peaceful days gone by. We continued this 
.retreat for some minutes, until we came to a ]Ittle ravine formed by a 
small rill that runs into Meadow Brook from the weat, and hem we fonnd 
under corer of the ravine another caisson that had escaped the wreck 
in our first position. Just a t  this moment the enemy began to swarm up 
from a c m  the brook on the k n k  of the Vermonters and Bidwell1s Brigade, 
who were still in our front, fighting as no other infantry ever fought, and 
threatened to take them in reverse. Here Gent Lewis A. Grant, then tem- 
porarily commanding the Division, placed ns in position on a amall knoll 
just to the left of Bidwell, and we a t  once opened with our two guns on 
this b k i n g  column, taking them obliquely with double canister as they 
swung around on the other bank of the b m k ,  m d  we made their leading 
line recoil back to the pike and take shelter among the fence and honsee 
of the little hamlet of Middletown ! 

We were all profoundly impressed with Oen. Lewis Orant's bearing 
an this occasion. When we had got om two gnns out of the wreck and 



were hauling them along the rear of Bidwell's line Gen. Grant wae a little 
to the left of the graveyard, and, eeeing ua, he eame up and mid : 

"Hare you any ammunition lefiPw 
Serg't Yoder answered that we had some ammunition left. 
"Then come with me," said Gen. Grant, leading the way scrrma the 

rocky pasture till we passed the left flank of Bidwell's Brigade. 
At this point Meadow Brook makes a little bend to the eestward, 

forming a small knoll, the crest of which wae a little in advance of Bid- 
well's general alignment. Leading the way to this knoll the General mid : 

"GO in battery here and attend to those folke coming out of the vil- 
lage ; the men on your right will support you." 

And then, ae he turned hie home to ride back to the center of the 
division, he called out : 

"Now, boys, give 'em the best you've got ! " which we p d e d  to do. 
Gen. G m t  was a benevolent-looking man, and, though this little opera- 

tion of posting the remnant of the Battery was under a t e d ~  musketry 
fire from the pike below the village and the edge of the town iteelf, at not 
more than 60 to 80 rode range, aa well as a heavy fire of caee from a fonr- 
gun battery in  the road leading westward out of the town about half a 
mile away, he gave his ordera in a natural and pleaeant tone of voice, 
quite the &rue aa if he had bwn placing our &ion for review or inepee 
tion ! Just about this time Gen. Bidwell WEB killed within 20 rods of ua. 

Here I must al.90 say a special word about our gallant Bay State com- 
radea, previously mentioned aa having been temporarily attached to our 
Battery from McCartneyls 1st Massachnsette when it wae mustered out. 
Two of them were killed and eeveral wounded in thie murderous etmggle. 
When they came to us on Oct. 4 we had welcomed them with open arms, 
be.cawe their old battery had been one of the beet in  thti mmce, and had 
been shoulder to ahonlder with Battery M for two yeam They made a 
grest d o n  to our strength. At Cedar Creek, which wae their only 
battle in our ranks, every one of them seemed to feel that the honor of the 
glorious old Revolutionary Commonwealth was in his own personal keep 
ing, and they "stood by. " literally, to the laet gasp. One of them had 
been Sergeant in McCartney's Battery and four of them Corporals, but 
they cheerfilly accepted the reduction in rank incident to the consolida- 
tion, and the history of Battery M would be incomplete without special 
mention of their heroic behavior. Mamwhneette haa reason to be proud 
of that little detachment of her eona Their names appear on another 
page. 

I have always taken pride in the action of the remnant of McKnight's 
Battery a t  this point. Our poeition on the little knoll in the bend of the 
brook was commanding. I t  gave ne e clean sweep of the whole field be- 
tween the brook and Middletown Village, and we could a h  rake the front 
of Bidwell's line. The enemy made three desperate chargea ~croes theae 
fields between 8 and 9:30 a. m., at  one time coming eo close to the die- 
mounted cavalry on our left that the combatante exchanged volleys right 



across the ravine of the little brook, which was searcsly 100 feet from bank 
to bank. Three gum of Frank Taylor's home-battery came up on the left 
of this diemounted cavahy brigade and helped them to repel the attack by 
a sharp enfilade of canister. The right of the dismounted cavalry m e  
cloee up to our little knoll. I think those nearest as were the 5th or 6th' 
Regular cavaIrg, and they certainly held that position with their carbines 
as well as any infantry could have done. 

There haa never been a doubt in my mind but that the Vermontera; 
and Bidwell's and Wheaton's Brigadea, who were in our front there would 
have held that ~econd position if the other troop on their right had not 
given ground, exposing their right flank. Bidwell's Brigade, on the left 
of the Vermonters, waa ewnng back almost a t  right angles to the line of 
the Vermont Brigade to meet the h k  attack now developing Grom the di- 
rection of the pike. Meantime, as the First Division continued to give 
ground on our right, Warner had to keep throwing back hia right flank 
until the three Brigadea of Getty's Division eeenmed the position of three 
sides of a hollow sqnare, our Battery being formed a t  W in the left 
salient angle of it, and afler we were wrecked, aa described, forming again 
with two grins on Bidwell's let% flank. Thie was what we alwaye termed 
"the second podtion " of our division, and it was elmost exactly opposite 
-that is, just BC~OBB Meadow Brook &om Middletown Hamlet - and we 
held it for more than an hour, with the exultant enemy closing in on ne 
from three eidea As thia was by great odds the cloeest and most desperate 
fighting that I saw during the whole war, and aa the behavior of our in- 
fantry on that occasion filled me with unspeakable admiration, I have 
taken much pains to ascertain, by subeaquent investigation, the exact cir- 
curnetan- under which that particular part of the battle wae fought. The 
strength of our division wae as follows : Warner's Brigade, 1.200 ; the 
Vermont Brigade, 1,680; Bidwell's, 1,050, or 3,900 muskets in the whole 
division. Its artillery was the five guns of our Battery a t  bt, with 
some of Van Ethn's in  line with Warner's Brigade, though the inevitable 
Stevens, with his unfailing old 5th Maine, had got onto the high knoll o p  
podte Warner's h k ,  and was literally deluging the enemy on that side 
with his canister. We had three guns playing with double canister on the 
troop coming down on our front, and the other two wheeled to the leR, 
working at  the enemy across the ravine. Van Etbn, who, it appears, must 
have loat some of hia guns in the first position, ie mid to have had three or 
four here, with which he stoutly aided Warner in the repulse of Kerahsw'e 
first assault on that position. 

The official maps and records ahow that the force attacking as at this 
time was aa follows: In  front, attacking the Vermontera, Ramsem's Di- 
vision, 2,500 ; on our le& a~multing Bidwell, Pegram's Division, 2,200 or 
2,300; on our right, y r d g  and i h k h g  Warner, Kershaw'a Divieion, 
&out 2,600, or newly 7,500 muskets in all, with 16 gnna At this time- 
from 8 o'clock in the morning till past 9 - the Becond Divieion received no 
help or support from any other troops of the m y ,  except Stevens's Batter7 



and two or three small regiments of dismounted cavalrg which Menitt had 
formed along the brook to prolong Bidwell's leR. To all intents and pur- 
poeea, therefore, Gettyls Division, singlehanded, wee atanding off three of 
Early ls Divisions, and was 5ghting odds of a t  l e d  two to one. This state 
of things seldom occnrred, ae our f o m  nsnally outnumbered the Rebels. 
But in this parbicnlar and moet critical prtrt of Cedar Creek the odds were 
largely against na It is this etand qzade by Gettyls Division to which 
Early refers in his report, when he asys : "I found the Sixth Cow posted 
on the ridge weat of the pike and offering determined reeirrtsmce. Gen. 
Bamseur and Gen. Pegram had eeked for seeistance, sCting that they were 
unable to force this line. It had completely arreeted our p r o g m ~  at  that 
point ! l 1  At this time orir Fir& Division (Wheaton's) wae about half a mile 
to the right rear of Warner, reforming, it having been somewhat shattered 
in the first oneet, and our Third Division (Rickettsls) wae s t i l l  to the right 
rear of Wheaton 

So Oetty's Division waa absolutely going it alone. For more than an 
hour this deapemte and unequal struggle raged along the banks of Meadow 
Brook and among the t S  and fence8 of the fields west of Middletom with 
a ferociQ that I never saw paralleled. But it could not avail. The heroic 
Bidwell fell in the effort to stem the tide that snrged in on him from the 
direction of the pike ; even Warner's " Die-hards, l 1  as we nsed to call them, 
gave ground a t  last, and that left the Vermonters with both ibnksexposed. 
The whole division then (between 9 and 10 o'clock) began to retire. There 
was no breaking and no conhaion. I f  every man of them had been a Ben@ 
tiger, fighting for life in his native jungle, they could not have retreated 
more eullenly nor dealt more destruction about them ae they fell back. 
They retired in two lines, one hlling back through the other, in perfect 
order, and the Rebels did not follow them very closely. As this retrogrsde 
movement began Gen. Lewis Grant - still in command of the division - 
sent an Aid to order us out of that and over the little ravine and to fall back 
till further orders. So with our two guns and caissons and perhaps 28 or 
30 men - eeveral having rejoined ns from the wreck - we retired with the 
prolonges fixed, and hauled our crippled guns dong the west bank of the 
brook until we got on a high knoll about t h r e e q m b m  of a mile from 
Middletown, where, ae the pnrsnit had c e d  and we srtw the Vermonters 
and Warner's Brigade halting in our front, we faced again, halted, un. 
limbered and formed section. We did not retreat m y  Wher .  Whether 
the enemy had exhausted himself, or whether he was danted by the front 
that the Vermontere and Warner's old Brigade and the remains of Bidwell's 
showed, I don't know, but he recoiled finally and fatally from this last 
position. I t  was here that Gen. Sheridan found Oetty'a Division in line 
when he reached the field, and he ha8 put i t  on record that we were the 
only troops of the army then offering resistance. The rest of the army 
formed on our right a9 they came up, and the line which started on the 
final charge "left dressed l 1  on the Second Division. 

Soon after we halted here Capt. McKnight came to us again with the 



No. 2 gun of the left section which had been abandoned in our h t  p&- 
tion, but was retaken by the 10th Vermont, of Rickettals Division, and 
W e d  back by hand by some of the Vermontere, until a limber, with the 
wheel team left nnecathed, which had belonged to one of Crook's batteries, 
was found, and they hooked onto that and thus eent the gun to the rear. 
This gun, however, was not eerviosable daring the rest of the dey. My 
reoollection is that this gun had been spiked by its Gunner when he saw 
that they would have to abandon it. CapL McKnight elao brought us  
another caimn, but it waa nearly empty. Our ihd poeition was about 
three-qnartere of a mile north of Middletown Village. The place where we 
halted was st the point where Meailow Brook comea nearest to the line of the 
pike, and the time was neer noon. Thia wee thk end of the retrograde 
movement of the Sixth Corpe on any psrt of ite line, end we were put  into 
battery- or rather into &on-and opened agein in this poeition, but  ae 
the enemy did not m e  on we ceesed at  the third ronnd ; in fact, aa both 
guns had been drawing on the caisson that we found in the ravine, as be- 
fore stated, and no new supply had m e  up, we had little ammunition 
left, we having 5rd 60 or 70 rounda per gun during the honr or m that we 
where holding the podtion on the knoll to the left of Bidwell's line, 
when we drove the enemy's flankers back into Middletown. While i n  thie 
poeition we were r eo rg idd  as a d o n ,  all onr ramaining tunmunition 
packed in the limbere, end the teame that belonged to the caiaeon were 
hooked to the guns, so that we were in pretty good shape for action again. 
This was done by Capt. McKnight in a brief interval of his duty. 
Perhaps a t  this poinfmore perticnlar mention should be oared  concerning 
the stand made by Greenleaf Stevane end his 6th Maine Battery, already 
mentioned. 

I have already remarked that a t  the time when Cfetty's Division 
waa fighting in ita second poeition Stevene, who had apparently been 
retiring in the interval between the right of Gietty and the left of Wheaton, 
formed his bettery on the knoll oppoeite the right flank of Warner's Bri- 
gsde and opened a tremendous 5re of canister on that part of the enemy's 
line which was advancing to envelop Wamer. These must have been Ker- 
shaw's troops, but there waa another Rebel divieion coming up still beyond 
Kershaw over the p n n d  vacated by our First Division. This, 8ccording 
to Early's account, was Gordon's Division, and one brigade of it  started to 
charge Stevens's Battery. According to the best information, immediately 
after the battle or since, there was no infantry of the M Division within 
supporting distance of Stevens at  that moment, aa that diviaion wrrs then 
reforming at from one-third to one-half a mile in hie rear. But he etood 
his ground and repulsed the chrtrge of Gordon's troop, who did not get 
more than half way up the acclivity of the knoll he was holding, and who, 
according to Gen. Early's account, "recoiled in considerable confhsion." 
Of c o r n  the climax of my militqy experience occurred when the enemy 
got on top of us in front of the Cemetery, of which, perhaps, a detailed 
description may not be dinteresting. 



k~ order to clearly comprehend what such a rough-and-tumble fight 
metme, it is neceaaary to =plain b r idy  the lay of the ghund. We were 
formed on the crown of a slight knoll, which terminated abruptly on our 
left &ak in the bauk of the ravine formed by a little branch of Meadow 
Brook, and our left gun-the remaining one of our left section-was cloee 
to this benk. In our immediate front there was a slight depregeion, and 
beyond that another knoll, and dong the brow of that knoll, about 20 rode 
from our position4 was a atone wsll, or the remains of one, nearly p a d e l  
to the line of bettle. To our right about 10 rods was another wall run- 
ning obliquely to our line and pining the wall in our front near the top of 
the knoll. The Vermonters had rallied behind this lastrmentioned piece 
of wall, and the Rebels h k e d  them out of it by extending their own left 
a t  the theme time that their skirmish line attacked us in front. The ravine 
to our left was a h  full of Rebel skirmishere, who had come across the field 
between Meadow Brook and the pike, from which they had just driven 
our dismounted cavalry flankers. I said that the men on the remaining 
gun of our kit section abandoned it ae soon as the enemy began to come 
up out of the ravine. No one could blame them, because they really had 
no chance to defend themeelves, as, in the smoke and remaining fog and 
under the cover of the little ravine, the enemy was right onto them and in 
their rear before they could see him ; in fact, we would all have been per- 
fectly justified in abandoning the whole Battery, because we could not tell 
how many of the enemy's h fh t ry  there were in the attacking line, and 
we had absolutely no infantry support, except the handful of the 5th and 
6th Vermont who had rallied on our right when %ked out of their pod- 
tion behind the stone wall, and there was no organized force of our infantry 
on the other side of the brook at  alL In  our right and center sections there 
were 23 or 24 Cannoneers, four or five non-commiseioned officers and Lieut. 
Baldwin, and none of us had any &rm~ except revolvers It was, therefore, 
s question whether about 30 artilkrymen, with revolvers, could repulse e 
heavy skirmish line of v e t e m  infsntry, backed by a msin line of battle 
less than 20 rods behind them. Of c o r n  our drivers, having their teams 
to look out for, could not help the Cannoneers in such a s t m a l e  as that, 
though they were willing enough ! 

As our gnn was on the left of the Battery &r the mew of the left gun 
abandoned it we had to deal with the Rebels who were coming up out of 
the ravine, as well as those directly in our front. I freely confess that when 
I had pulled the lanyard the last time my impulse was to mn ; but when I 
mw Serg'ta Yoder and Beckhardt and Corp'ls Kennedy, Bedmm and Knorr, 
end Cannoneers Pike, Marean, Hummel, Greser, Hunt, Callahan and 
others pull their revolvers to stand their ground, I did not see how I could 
consistently desert them, and eo I pulled, too, and began shooting at  the 
Johnnies coming up out of the ravine. The usual revolver for the Can- 
noneers was the Navy Remington or the Colt, but the one I had was & 

"French Traster," as they were called, which I had bought from Corp'l 
b y ,  of the 10th New York Cavalry, who had taken i t  from the body of a 



Confederate Lieutenant killed a t  Brandy Station the year before. I used 
to say that ' I captured it, l 1  but, as a matter of fact, I captured it  with a $5 
bill. However, it was a captured weapon-by prosy if not in pereon. Of 
course all six loads were gone out of i t  in as many seconds. My last shot 
hit the Rebel Lieutenent who was leading his men and knocked him down. 
He was captured later in the day. He had on a hat thet wae too large for 
him, and, as it afterward appeared, he had slmTed some paper or paatebcurd 
under the leather s w a t  band to make it fit, and ae he happened to have it 
pulled down over his eyea my ball struck it j w t  over his left temple and 
was deflected by the paper wadding in his hat ; otherwise i t  m w t  havegone 
through his head. He wae eo clom when I fired thet my flash singed his 
eyelaahea and blew his left cheek full of powder. Two of his men were up 
with him, one on esch side, and Hunt shot the one on his left, killing him 
instantly. But the one on the right, a wiry cnss, bareheaded and wearing 
a red shirt, lunged a t  me with his beyonet as the Lientenant was falling. 
I grabbed the h& of the bayonet (it was a saber bayonet) with my leR hand, 
and tried to cloee with this fellow, intending to hammer him over the head 
with the empty pistol b l  ; but he jerked his musket l o w ,  and, shorten- 
ing for a "tier- thmst, l 1  strnck a t  my neck. I threw up  my left arm, 
"elbow up and wrist down," to parry for my neck, and his bayonet entered 
my arm half way between the elbow and shoulder. It penetrated the skin 
and in my effort to spring backward I caught my heel against a stone or 
something and fell over back. Just as I was frtlling I saw a bright bayonet 
and rifle basre1 thrust almost nuder my nose, with a blinding h h  and re- 
port, and down came Rebel, musket and all, on top of me-his musket 
falling a c m  my body. Intent on my original purpose, and thinking that 
he had only stumbled, I quickly disengaged myself, and, rieing on my left 
hand and knee, struck him over the left ear with my pistol barrel, reach- 
ing for him with every muscle in my arm. This sagged him a little to  one 
side, and then I noticed that he was ' 'clawing grsvel " with his 5 n g q  
(the convulsive grasping a t  the plrase and dirt which a man dying of a gun- 
shot wound will always do), and at  the same moment I felt myself seized 
by the shoulder and liW up, and heard, " Are yon hnrt? l 1  

Looking up I saw Serg't Aldrich, of the Vermonters, who, with a dozen 
or so of his men, had got into our section and either killed or drove back 
what few remained of the Rebel skirmishers on the side of the ravine. I 
told him I w k  all right, and then I noticed that our remaining men and 
some of the infantry were rallying on Beckhardtls gun (No. 1 of our section) 
and trying to drag it off with the prolonge. J w t  then I glanced around 
toward the m i n e ,  and not seeing any more Rebels coming out of it, and 
a h  noticing that those in our proper front were running back toward their 
main line, I thought we could save our gun, and began to strip the pro- 
longe off the hooks for a drag-rope. But Yoder called out to me to rally 
on Beck's (Serglt Beckhardtls) gun, and ao I ran and caught hold of the 
drag-row with the rest of the boys. Serglt Aldrich eaved my life, became 
that red-shirted Rebel would t o n  dead certainty hare bayoneted me on the 



spot if Aldrich had not killed him as I was falling. In  such a ruction as 
that was there is no time to surrender or to take prisoners. Fortunately 
such situations eeldom happen even in the fierceat battles, but when they . 
do it is always "either kill or die." I t  is idle to talk about "giving 
quarter l 1  under such circu-cea A hand-to-hand fight between an 
hfht t ryman with musket and bayonet and e Cannoneer with a revolver 
among the guns of a battery must result in  the death of one of them 999 
times out of 1,000. 

While this was going on Hunt had had a similar encounter with' the 
other infantryman who m e  on with the Lieutenant. As he described i t  
to me that night, Hunt whirled to meet this infantryman just as I shot a t  
the Lieutenant, and the man plunged his bayonet a t  him, striking him at  
the l ea  side just above the en& of the short ribs, and the point of the 
bayonet glanced off the ribs and ran mund in the skin and flesh, m a k i i  a 
furrow four or five inches long. As Pat felt the cold steel in his side he 
grabbed the musket by the barrel with his left hand and jerked the Rebel 
toward him, and gave i t  to him with his revolver right in the face and eyes ! 
He lay there on his face, with his arms all sprawling out and his hands 
grasping dead leaves and pvelstones, when we retook the position in the 
afternoon. Pat's bullet had struck him exactly in the leR eye, destmyiug 
that member, passing t h m g h  his head and going out just back of the 
right ear. The flash of Pat's powder had burned his eyebrows and black- 
ened his face all over. He never knew what hurt him. I asked Pat if he 
didn't think his time had come when he felt the cold steel in his riba 
"No, be -, l l replied the invincible Irishman, " I thought that RBbel1s 
time had come, the boethoon ! " (Irieh for blockhead). Pat's courage wae 
of that peculiar kind which always leads a man to believe that his opponent 
has no show at all. 

The one that tried to bayonet me was lying alao on his faca where he 
fell. Examining his body I found that Serglt Aldrich's bullet had struck 
him in the lefl side about three inches below the arm-pit, passed t h g h  
in a slightly downward direction, and came out a t  the end of the upper 
short rib on the right side. .His red shirt was scorched and blackened on 
the side where the bullet went in, the muzzle of Aldrichls Springfield hav- 
ing been within three feet of his side when the S e w i t  pulled his fatal 
trigger. 

The Ligutenant whom I had hit in the head and stunned was not 
there, but in a few minutes one of the men found him down in the ravine. 
He had encountered hard luck. Lying there stunned for some time after 
we had left.the position, he came to his .senses and got up immediately, 
intending to join their main line, which had then just begun to advance to 
ita third and last position ; but he said he had M y  gotton on his feet 
when he was hit in  the knee. This shot disloc&M his knee-cap and 
pandyzed his leg, but he crawled down into the ravine for shelter, and 
was left behind by the enemy when they fell back, ae were quite a number 
of other wounded who had also crawled into the ravine, and we had to 



take care of them. I was very glad to flnd this lieutenant dive. Seeing 
the ''fur fly l 1  from his hat when I shot, I was of the opinion that I had 
killed him, particularly as he was so completely stunned that he fell and 
lay perfectly still. Dnring the few minutea that we remained them in our 
5nal advance I did all I could for him, but could not give him anything 
but water, as I had left my haversack i n  the tent when we tnrned out so 
suddenly in the morning, and hadn't a morsel to a t  for my own use. 

The wreck of the Battery-dead and wounded men, killed and crippled 
ho& e t c  -where Baldwin had attempted to limber up, wee the worst I 
had ever seen. The left section had suffered severely in  our 5r& position, 
but three or four more of ita men had been hit in  the attempt to limber up  
the remaining (No. 1) gun of that nection in the second position. In our 
right and center sections 29 or130 men had been killed, wounded or taken, 
beaides Lieut Baldwin, though most of the wounded and prisoners, and 
all the captured gane, were retaken later in the evening. The Lieutenant 
was among them. He had been h o t  down, but tried to get up, and was 
again both h o t  and bayoneted, though some of the wounded Rebela who 
lay in the position averred that their men were not to blame for wounding 
Baldwin the m n d  time, because they seid he refneed to snrrender, and 
was in the act of cocking his revolver when bayoneted. He was taken 
back to the hoepitd a t  Wincheater, where he died from hie w o d  a few 
dsya aRer the battle. He was a fine, genemu o a a r ,  and much liked by 
a l l  the men. 

There wae always a difference of opinion among the men abont the 
enemy's treatment of Baldwin. &me of the boys who went to see him in 
the hospital a t  Winchester, where he waa slowly dying, mid that he cor- 
roborated the statement of the Rebels abont his having r e W  to surrender. 
But Capt McKnight nsed to my that if Btlldwin did refuse to surrender, it 
was because he thought it would not do him any good if he did, as it wae 
known that he had M y  killed one of their infantrymen and wounded 
another with his revolvers when they 5ret struck us, end ae he was i n  front 
of the guns they no doubt sought vengeance on him. However, though in 
camp one of the kindeat of officers and gentlest of men, Baldwin was so 
constituted that the sight of blood or "the saltpeter getting up  hie noae " 
alwnys turned him into a regular Be@ tiger, and so i t  is probeble that he 
owed his untimely death to his courage getting the better of his diacretion. 
&me idea of the desperate character of this combat m y  be hpl from the 
fact that when the position was retaken in the afternoon 19 dead men were 
found within the Battery front-artillerymen, Vermonters and Rebels-all 
mixed up end piled across one another in some instanma, and ~f these five 
showed no marks but those of the cold steel! And, beaides these, eev- 
eral of the wounded hsd been bayoneted. It is doubtful whether, on such 
a limited front and among so few troop@, the cold steel was ever so freely 
nsed in any battle aa it was by the 6th and 6th Vermont and the 5th 
and 8th South Carolina among the guns of McKnight's Battery a t  C e d a ~  
Creek. 



Of thia a i r  Gen. Lewis A. Grant eays: "McKnightle guns were 
h w l y  fought to the last moment, and then deupemtely defended both by 
the artillerymen and by some of my brigade. And the snbeeqnent behaviod 
d the remnant of the Battery mmed from the wreck waa beyond praise ! l '  
Comrade Charles E. T h o m p n ,  of Company I, 6th Vermont, writea a8 
5llowe : 

I waa in it right there in what remained of Company I, 6th Vermont, and 
did what little I oould to help eave MoKnight's Battery, of the 6th Regulars. 
And I will eay that thore Begular Cannoneers rtood by their guns that morning 
in a way that I never have seen the llke of. Berg't Aldrich belonged to the6th 
Vermont. I do not know what haa beoome of him. But we Just made up our 
mind6 that we would help that battery out. and we did. If their horeee had not 
been killed they would have got all their g u w  away. As it waa they had to  
leave mme, but got away with two or three by hand. But the Bebela did not 
g e t s  ohanoe to use the othera. After they had got their two or three guns away 
we staid there and drove the Rebels out, and when we retired there were several 
on both eldee lying dead among the gum who had been killed by bayoneta. I 
llsw dead men lying scroee other dead men in the posttion held by the Battery. 
It was the m& denperate fight our old Vermont Brigade ever had, except the 
Bloody Angle a t  Bpottaylvania I t  was just about like that, but at  the Angle 
we atteoked earthworks, while a t  Cedar Creek we were both on open ground. 
Mognight's men certainly did stand by their guns, and many of them died there. 
We loved McKnight's 6th United Btates Battery beosuee it had been with us s 
long time and waa always ready for sotion. . 

Comrade Thompson eleo entertainingly tells how Gen. Lewie A. Grant 
got his eonbriquet of "Aunt Liddy," by which he wae known throughout 
the Sixth carp, : 

This name waa given to him by Jim Meson, of Company G,6th Vermont, 
when Gen. Grant wslr Colonel of that regiment. Jim Mason wasa good soldier, 
but he would get drunk whenever he oould get hold of liquor. One time he got 
drunk, and Col. Grant, who had let him off easy several timeu, ordered him to  
be puntshed. Then Jim said : "Colonel, you remind me of my Aunt Llddy." 
I don't h o w  what that meant, but all the boy8 aeemed to oatoh it up in the 6th 
Vermont, and it extended through the bdgade, so that when Col. Grant w w  
orornoted to be Brigadier-General all the boys called him "Aunt Liddy." 

The following ie the text of Capt. McEnightle official report of the 
acthofhiaBatteryatCedarCreek: 

In  anoordanoe with orders dated headquarters Artillery BAgade, Bixth 
Corps, Oot. 22,16134, I have the honor to report that the Battery under my 
command went into position on the morning of the 19th inst. 50 yards to the 
right and front of the Batteryoamp. Theflre of the Battery was delayedfully 
10 minutes by the train of wagow peaeing to ita front. Thie obstruction re 
moved, i t  opened with spherioal o w  a t  a range of 6W yards. Gecond Lieut. 
Frederlok Robinson, in ohawe of left section, wae wounded after the third dis- 
charge of hie guns and left for the rear. The Guidon Bearer was a l ~ o  wounded 
a t  this t h e .  The heavy h to which the Battery wae subjected made it neces- 
sary to retire to another posttion. All the guns were successfully drawn off 
with the exception of one, whioh wae abandoned owing to the wounding of the 
Bergeant, Gunner, two Cannoneers, and kllllng of lead Driver and four horses. 
This gun was shortly after recaptured and drawn off by the infantry. [Thie 
was the gun recaptured and hauled off by the 10th Vermont.] The right 



.and oenter sections were again placed in position a short distance to the 
rear of the original h e  under a heavy flre from the front and left flank. Thfs 
line wae untenable. The rapid wounding of men and horeea required ita 
abandonment. Ueut. Henry M. Baldwin waa ordered to take charge of two 
guns and Sergt. Daniel B. Yoder a third, each gun having but two horses left 
to the limbers for removal to the rear. Two of the three guns were euccesk 
fully withdrawn. The third, owing to both of the horses being wounded, fdll 
Into the hands of the enemy. Lieut. Henry M. Baldwin, the Guidon Bearer, 
snd guidon were oaptured at  the same time. Lieut. Baldwin wae wounded 
atter.hie surrender of self and gun. The right gun of right section, under 
e r g e  of Corp'l Willlam H. H. Kennedy, at same time acting as Gunner, and 
right gun of center section, under charge of Berg't Henry Beckhardt. with 

Corp'l Charles A. Knorr as Gunner, were brought into action for the third time, 
using oanister with good effect. [Capt. McKnight here refere to the position 
la which the two guns were plaoed by Gen. Lewis A. Grant, pereonally.] Theae 
two guna were the last to leave the fleld. I would respectfully oall the atton- 
'tion of the Colonel Commanding Artillery Brigade to the brave and gallant 
.oonduct of Lieut. Henry M. Baldwin throughout the entire engagement; also 
to the oool bravery of Serg't Beckhardt, Corp'ls William H. H. Kennedy and 
Charles A. Knorr In fighting their guns to the last moment up to threat of 
oapture, and to Serg't Daniel B. Yoder in suoceseiully saving his gun from 

,capture; tho return of oaeualties, material and ammunition expended; aleo 
'how lost awompanies this report. 

Comrade T. H. White, a Lieutenant of the 10th Vermont, which wss 
.in the Third Division, writes e d d p t i o n  of the recapture of onr gun by 
his regiment which is very interesting, but which caanot be reproduced in 
fall for lack of space. 

Ccl. William W. Henry, of the 10th Vermont, speaks in his report of 
"recapturing three gum belonging to Battery M, 6th Regulars," etc. 

'Two of those guns must have been Van Ettenls, aa we lost only one in 
that position (our first position), and this one was returned to ns la& on, 
.m before mentioned. 

With regard to the action of Wheaton's (formerly Russell's) First 
Division, Comrade Clinton Beckwith, of the 121& New York ("Upton's 
Begularsv), calls attention to the fact that the "field return of Sept. 30, 
1864, " does not give a fair idea of the actual strength of the Firat D i a o n  
.at Cedar Creek, Oct 19. When the Sixth C o w  returned from Berrycrille, 
just before the battle of Cedar Creek, the whole Third Brigade of the First 
Division w+ leR a t  Winchester, and took no part i n  the battle. This bri- 

.gade, then commanded by Col. Edwrtrds, constituted nearly, if not q d ,  
half of the division, being compoeed of seven r e g h a t e ,  es follow8 : 17th 
Pennsylvania Cavalry (dismounted), 49% 89d and 119th Pennsylvania, 
-2d Rhode Island, 37th Maesachneetta and the 6th Wisconsin. The absenca 
of this brigade had a aerious e&ct on the First Diviaion that day, as the 

-other two brigades were only the remnants of the "Jerseys," then co- 
- ing of three small regiments, the whole of which were not equal to more 
than one strong regiment, and Upton's Brigade, of which the 95th and 
96th Pennsylvania were consolidated under command of a CaptsLin, while 
the 121st and 65th New York did not muster more than 120 muskete each, 

.and the 2d Connecticllt Hea~ies did not have more than 300. Hence the 



whole of the First Division, Sixth Corps, could not have mustered over  
1,800 mnekets, if eo m y ,  a t  C d m  Cedareek. 

' Agein, Beckwith says thst the official statement of loeaee in the differ- 
ent divisions of the Sixth Corpe ia misleading, unless due account is taken. 
of the dbpwity of nnmbere engaged. He seys that the o f M d  casualty 
lista show that the Second Division lost 738 and the Third 706, all told, 
while the First lost 569. But he wants the student of history to bear i n  
mind that the lose of 738 in the Second Division was out of a total present 
of abont 4,000, the loes of 706 in  the Third Division was out of 3,800 to 
3,800, while the lose of 669 in the First Division waa out of the two skele- 
ton brigades before mentioned, which could not muster 2,000 musketa be- 
tween them, and yet were expected to hold a division front, and that, too, 
ae it happened, on the moat difllcult part of the line I 

Reenming the narrative of the battle, it was noon or a little pa& when, 
&tty9a Division formed up in ita last podtion. Our 5mk had now been 
extended acroes Meedow B m k  and rested on the pike, the Vermonteretere 
holding the p a d  between the b m k  end the pike, our two guns, together. 
with the one that had been recaptured by the 10th Vermont and return& 
to us, being in line with them near the road -or, rather, formed in eection 
just behind them. Two more of our c&iSeona had also rejoined us, but they 
did not contain much ammunition, and had only their wheel teams le f t  
Beyond the pike the line wae prolonged by dismounted cavalry of Merritt's 
Division, and they had eome gnne of Pierce's and Frank Taylor's hore4 
batteries in line with them. The other troops of the Sixth Corps- Wheaton's 
and Ricke t te1sDi~na-on  our right appeared to be a quarter of a mile 
or so to the rear, but soon came up and prolonged our line to the right, 
Ricketta in the center and Wheaton on the right of the cow. There was: 
a stone wall running parallel to our line abont 60 rods in  front, and the 
enemy occupied thia with &hiahere and brought 12 or 14 gum into po- 
aition on the knoll beyond, to the right of where our Battery had been 
wrecked in the morning. He opened from theae gnne abont 2 o'clock, o r  
half-pe& This elicited a vigorone and effective mponse from Stevens, 
Adsms and Van Etten, and for 20 or 30 minutea there was a pretty artillery 
duel a t  good good rauga We were unable to tdw p& in this, as we had 
no case hot ,  and, in fact, not much ammunition of any kind. But our help. 
was not needed, as the enemy waseoon induced, by the mgumata of Stevens, 
ad am^ and Van E t t q  to haul hia gans off the ridge and over behind the 
r o d  in  his rear, which was known as the Forge Road. ARer this artillery 
5m ceaeed there was a complete lull for nearly two hours, during which 
time Gen. Sheridan came down aa far m the pike, impeding the line. He 
had been on the field about three hours a t  that time, and, it appeuu, had 
pemnally rallied the Nineteanth C o w  end put it in poeition on the right 
of Wheaton's Division. 

It waa aaid that when Sheridan d e d  the field he ahme to the Set- 
ohd Divieien, but, finding that i t  was doing pretty well, went over to the 



right, whem the "magic of his preaenmW waa more needed. When he 
saw the remnant of our Battery and how etanchly we were stsnding by, 
he called out to UE cheerily, " Your am all right, bop ! Stick to 'em. We'll 
have yoar other gane beck before dark 1 " 

Whereupon we gave him 
three cheera A ~ I  he rode back 
from the pike toward the 
right he told some of the men 
of the Vermont Brigade that 
we would "go at  'em again 
in a few minutee, and would 
knock seven d i h n t  kinds 
of - out of 'emw Dnring 
this lull of the fight it had 00- 

cnrredtomethat Ihadbetta 
reload my old revolver. To 
my astonishment my arrtr 
ridge box wss clean gone from 
my belt It must hsve been 
ehot away while we were en- 
gaged in the mngh-and- 

it must have taken quite a 
BEEBIDAN INSPECXXNQ TEE LINE. blow to br& the ~ W O  la th= 

strap by which the ~gnlation pistol cartridge box was htmed  to the belt 
I t  was a eeriow loss to me, becaw my revolver used the pin fire metallic 
cartridge, which I had to buy, as the Government did not h u e  them, and 
I had recently filled the cartridge box at  a & of 10 centa per cartridge ! 

If anything yet written does fall justice to Getty's Diviaion at Cedar 
Creek it has escaped my notice. I knew nothing of other commands ex- 
cept by hearsay, but was pemmlly conversant with some part of the so 
tiou of that Division, and it seems to me that Bat* M owes a debt of 
gratitude and admiration to the unconquerable infantry of thoee devoted 
brigades, particularly the Vermonters, who stood by pe through thick and 
thin ; who came in at the supreme moment and helped ne save psrt of our 
gnns when we were making a fight for them that involved bayonet w o ~ d a  
and scorching men's hair and eyebrows with revolver-Wea; who con- 
tested two positions, one after the other, with bayonet and musket butt to 
enable nr, to drag our remaining guna off by hand, until we conld get room 
to work them again; who never turned their backs, much l a  ever ' L  broke," 
and who, when the tide tnmed, though nearly half butchelled, were 
the first to carry the enemy's position at  the stone wall in their front I 
Kobody -Cfen. Sheridan or otherwise-ever "rallied " theae men, because 
they never required any rallying. Gletty's Division might have been 
buried at  Cedar Creek, but not broken ! 



The Seoond Division of the Sixth Corpe had glory to spare before it 
ever aaw the Shenandoah Valley. It had wrenched fame and honor from 
the teeth of many a fierce battle; but ita old white Greek moss never 
gleamed with such fadeleas splendor ae in the fog and mark and wreck of 
that October morning, when it marked the spot where stood and stayed the 
Rock of Cedar Creek 1 Such were the men of Warner'e Brigade, the 62d 
New York and 93d, 98th, 102d and 139th Pennaylvanis ; of Lewis G w t ' s  
Vermont Brigade, the 1st Heavy Artillery, the 2d, 3d, 4th, 6th rtnd 6th 
Vermont ; of Bidwell's Third Brigade, the 1st Maine Vetenms, 43d, 49th, 
'77th and 122d New York and 6lsf Pennsylvania 

Eioon after Gen. Sheridan left our part of the line in the afternoon 
muds of heavy battle began to roll up  again from the extreme right where 
the Nineteenth Corps had aesumed the offensive, and immediately there 
wae a general advance all along the lini The Vermonters and Warner's 
~ r i ~ a d e  dashed at  the stone wall in our h n t ,  swept it from end to end 
in 10 minutea, and then p& on for the eeoond line of the enemy 
formed along the cmamada leading to the pike a t  Middletown. They 
took thie position a h ,  making an advance of nearly a mile, and rout- 
ing two formations of the enemy in leas than 30 minutea Thja do- not 
l&k much as if Getty'a troop were demoralized by the disaeters of the 
fore part of the day. I n  making thin dash they had advauced more rapidly 
than the troop on their right, and so halted on the line of the croasroada 
for several minute. The cavalry on our left of the pike had a h  routed 
the enemy's inf8ntry out of the hamlet of Middletown, and were pursuing 
him up the pike and through the fields on both eidea of it with relentless 
fury. As for us, we simply "followed along" on the pike with our two 
gnus, but took no further prtrt in the fray. However, we were ready for 
any service that might be required of us, as we had filled up our limber- 
chesta during the lull in the battle, and, though our caissons were empty, 
we had canister enough in the limbers for any nee likely to be needed that 
day. But it wae now evident on every part of the line that the battletide 
had turned, for far as the eye could reach our troops were rushing forward 
everywhere, and except now and t@en a feeble stand by some isolated bri- 
gade of the enemy there was no material resistance to our advance, and 
even to those that could not see the lines there was no mistaking the mean- 
ing of the steadily receding roar of the musketry on our right. 

The exactitude of historg requiree it to be stated that, in the W 
attack at  4 o'clock, the Third Brigade staggered a little when they strnck 
the stone wall. But they had the hardest part of the line to force, and, 
besides, they m h d  the towering form, the great voice, and the grand 
bearing of their chivaIric Bidwell, who had led them in every battle for 
two yeanr. However, the Vermonters and the h t  Brigade did not stop, , 
and this, with the efforts of Cot French and the personal pregence of Gen. 
Oetty on their line, soon reetored the Third Brigade, and &er that they 
kept step and step with the reat of the division. 

About 6 o'clock we halted our seeion on the pike about half a mile 



above Middletown and waited there till dark, when we moved up near the 
bridge over Cedsr Creek and bivouacked there for the night between Bid- 
well's Brigade and the Vermonters, or rather among the remnanta of them, 
a little in  advance of our old camp, which we found had bean completely 
plundered by the enemy. 

If anything could be comical &r mch a day of butchery as that had 
been, it wae the appearance of our old camp under the skilful manipulation 
of Eerly'e ragamu5insI Everything in the ahape of tent, blanket, k n a p  
ssck, havereack, canteen, and all the little odds and ends of camp life, had 
bean carried off or ripped open and left empty on the ground. The ground 
was littered with ragged, lousy tatters of gray Rsbel blouaea m d  breeches, 
whem they had just peeled themaelves of their old duds to put on om 
epick-upm artillery dreee uniforms that we hmd left in our valises ! Such 
of our e t d  as they could not carrg away they had thrown upon our smol- 
dering campfiree to be consumed ; but in the evening of Cedsr Creek we 
all surveyed thia wreck with great complacency, reflecting, aa we heard 
the inceaaant crash of the cavalry carbines in pmuit ,  that Johnny had 
paid, or was paying, pretty dear for his whistle ! 

As we had left everything in our camp when we turned out in the 
morning hardly any of TIE had haversacke, except some that we had picked 
up along the road. Most of us had lost our v d k a ,  blankets, tents, and 
everything except the clothing we had on. I had gotten a nice new over- 
cost of "oficers' cloth,'' lined with yellow h e l ,  from the eaddle on a 
dead horse by the roadside, as we m e  up the pike, and this overcoat wae 
worth three of the regulation kind, both for comfort and durability. I 
kept i t  during the remainder of the war and for eeveral y m  after I got 
home. But I had not run across any haversacks, and as no retiom were to 
be had that night, owing to the total demoraLization of our trains, we bid 
fsir to go supperleea to bed ; but Lieut. Taylor, learning of our condition, 
promptly ordered his cook to give us coffee, and his men divided with na 
their rations of hardtack and boiled beef, so we got along pretty well, all 
things considered. The Vermont infantry and Bidwell's and Warner's 
men were not much better off than we-were, all their a m p  equipage hav- 
ing been sacrificed i n  the morning aa well as o m .  

Shortly after dark some cavalrymen brought a s q d  of Rebel prisoners 
back to our p i t i o n  and halted them by the mubide near us, and we 
atrolled over to look a t  them. They were all more or less hit, but none of 
them disabled, and it is a fact that they did not seem very sorry. The 
horse batterymen hmd given them some coffee, and they not only drank up 
every drop of it, but ate up the pnnds from the bottom of the kettle ! . 
There were about 20 of them, and they were guarded by a Corpowl and 
three cavalrymen from the regiment that had captured them - the 8th New 
York. The Corporal was instructing hie men about the reliefe for the night, 
when n Rebel Be-t intempted him. He said : 

Corporal, I beg your pardon ; but are you going to give w some more 
of that coffee in the morning?" 



"Of come, Johnny, you will get the same grub that we get. This 
ain't no Andemnville ! " 

'' Well, then, old boy, yon can all bunk in and go to aleep ; for you bet 
we ain't going to run away from that coffw I " 

We all, both d e r y  and cavalrymen, etaid there chatting with our 
Rebel friends for tome time. A cavalryman had been sent to look up a 
Snrgeon, as one of the Rebel priaonera had been hit in the wrist by a small 
piece of ahell and was bleeding badly, tho- not 0th- everely hurt. 
I took a piem of Lanyard out of my pouch, tied it, peaeed it round hie wrist 
above the wound, got a short 
piem of twig and twjsted it 
like a bowstring. "NOW, 

hang onto that stick When- 
Johnny," I said, "you ean 

ever the etoppage of the blood 
begin0 to mage your arm 
ache yon oan eaee up on the 
twist and let it bleed a little, 
then tighten it up again. 
lLfter a while it will probably 
'clot up' and stop of its own 
8cc0rd.~ The cavalryman 
did not h d  any Snrgeon, but 
the Johnny followed my pre- 
scription, and when I aaw 
them march off down the pike 
the next morning hia wrist 
had quit bleeding. At that 
time such little comkiea Axanma ~~URQERY. 

were a matter of courae. I t  wae only in actual battle thst the veterans of 
the two d e a  were really enemies. 

C k k  Creek wes won ! 
Far as we could hear in the dbtmce or aee in the darknets, away up 

the pike and away into the night, ever and anon flwted back to us the 
crashing and the Wing  of the cavalry carbinea and the yells of Cneter's 
mvage homemen as they fiemly finished the wreck of Early's m y .  We 
were camped do88 to the creek, and it seemed to me that the procession 
which poured amoaa it -of prisoners, of cannon captured or recaptured, of 
baggage wagons, of ambulauca full of wounded and dying men, and every 
imaginable remnant and wreckage of a muted and fleeing army -would 
never stop. 

Among the incidents of this tragic night was the capture of sen. 
Stephen D. Rameeur, of the Rebel army, mortally wounded, in an ambu- 
lance. . He was c a m  by s Sergeant of the 8th New York Cavalry with 
other men of that gsllmt regiment. When Gen. Rrtmeeur was brought in 
i t  was said that our men tenderly offered himevery attention, but he calmly 

m 



eaid that it  was no ase, RE he had but a few minutes to live. He expressed 
s deaire to see Frank Wheaton and Emory Upton, but Ramseur was dead 
or nnconyioua before Wheaton could come to him. 

The Vermonters-or the invincible remnant of what had been the 
Vermont Brigade in the morning- were bivouacked right on the bank op 
the creek, and they built huge bonlirea,which cast a lurid glare over the 
interminable p d o n  of "plunder " that our bnsy horsemen were strew- 
ing in their aery track. Onr little h g m e n t  of what had been Battery M 
was halted a t  the roadaide just behind the Vermonters, end aa each i h h  
batch of priaonaa, gnna or wagone, would come into the light of their 
we would catch up their cheers and yell fit to split our throats. Tired RE 

we were, there was little deep that night. The hours flew on -8, 9, 10, 
11 o'clock st night m e ,  and atill the f iem flashing of the cavalry car- 
bin- ever and anon lit up the dark flelds and gloomy wood-edgea away to 
our front and right ' ' Will it  ever end? " aeked one of our men of,another, 
as we stood by the roadside peering out into the gloom 1 '' Doee the cev- 
d r y  calculate to fight all night? There m ' t  be much left of the Johnniea 
by this time ! " And so on. But by midnight things quieted down 
There ia a limit to horseflesh if not to haman flesh, and so a t  I& even 
Custer'a troopere were silent. Then we fell down on the ground, right in 
our tracks, and slept the sleep of men who have done a fnZl day '8 work ! 

A11 the batteries of the Bixth Corps suffered heavily a t  Cedar Creek. 
Lamb's (C) 1st Rhode Island, which was with Wheaton's (Firet) Division 
i n  the morning, got into a hot place m d  waa made the subject of a regular 
rough-and-tumble fight between Upton's Brigade (65th and 121st New 
York, 95th and 96th Pennsylvania, end 26 Cotu~ectirmt Heavy) m d  a 
strong f o m  of the enemy. The Rebela got in the battery once, but were 
driven out of it. Then their ~ ~ a ) n d  line to6k it a@n, and they were a 
second time diepoeaeseed of i t  by a charge of Upton's Brigade, led by Cfen 
Homtio G. Wright in  person. Gen. Wright then ordered the battery to 
the m. They got away with all their grins, but nearly all their men and 
horses were killed or disabled. Thie battery had suffared heavily in a 
number of previous battles. 

Thia ended the Valley campsign so fsr aa Battery M was concerned. 
It had been one of the most dramatic campaigns in history, and ite effect 
npon the general conflict waa doubtless more decisive than any other cam- 
paign of the war except Appomattor itself. Theae results had not been 
cheaply won, as the following melancholy summary of 1- ahom : 

- 

Sixth Co s ....... .... ...... ..... .. 
~ i n e t e e n x  C o w . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Crook's Corps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Cavalry ............ ................. 
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Tbe usual impoeeibility of ascertaining the Confederate lwea  m- 
nrtgly exist6 in this w e ,  but i t  ia immaterial, se their d t i w  may be 
sammarily stated in the remark that Early's army, ae a fighting fom, 
practically ceased to exist after Cedar Creek. 

The loae of Battery M, all suffered at  Ceder Creek, was ae follom: 
Killed, died of wounds, or missing and never heard &am-Lieut. Henry 
M. Baldwin ; Privetea Barber, Jamb Hummell, Lewis Leib, Oearge Apple- 
ton, Joa Mareen, Jacob Gabriel and Jeese Hyde. Wounded-Lieut Fm3 
Robineon ; Sergt18 Vollnnan and Weidner ; Cbrpll Wesley, Bugler Bow- 
maa (Acting Guidon), Dick 18- Valentine Bush, h. Delaney, Engel- 
hsrdt., Peter hrome, Gus HofBnan, Alvin Hubbard, John Hall, Willidm 
Kline, Charley Le Van, John Mullan, Olaen, Henry Rothenberg, Jamb 
Shipman, John Seaman, Charley Pike, John Richardson, Andrew Sturde- 
vmt, John Wright, John M o n ,  John Carroll, Edward Callahan, Abram 
Hesser ; beaidea, Pat Hunt and about 10 or 12 others slightly. Of the 
killed two, Lieut. Baldwin snd Joseph Marean, were bayoneted. Of the 
wounded flve or six had no marks other than the cold 6te8L In  addition 
to these there were 19 or U) c a p t d ,  but all except four of our prieonera 
were rescued by the cavalry. Severs1 of the wounded remained with the 
Battery or were aoon &r diecharged on expiration of term. 

The orgmhtion of the Sixth Corps a t  Cedar Creek waa ae follow8 : 
QEIVEBAL COXXA~INQ.  

Brig.-Gens. Jamee B. Bioketta and George W. Getty and Maj.-Qen. Horatio (3. 
Wright. 
~ O O B T .  

f t Miohigan Cavalry, Company 0, Ueut. Willism H. Wheeler. 
FIWT Dlvrsrol~. 

Brip.-Qen. Frank Wheatan. 
Firat Brigade-Col. William H. Penrose, Lieut.-Col. Edward L. Campbell and 

Capt. Baldwin Hufty. 
4th New Jemy, Capt. Baldwin Hufty. 

10th New Jersey, Maj. Lambert Boeman and Capt. Charlee D. Claypool. 
Wh New Jersey, Ueut.-Col. Edward L. Campbell and Capt. Jamee W. 

Penroee. 
Beoond Brigade - Cola. Joseph E. Hamblin and Ranald 8. Maokenzie and 

Ueut.-Col. Egbert Olcott. 
26 Conneotiout Heavy Artillery, Col. Ranald 8. Maokenzie and Maj. 

Edward W. Jones. 
t%th New York. Lied-Col. Thomas H. Higinbotham and Capt. Henry a 

Fisk. 
121st New York, Lieut.-Col. Egbert Oloott and Capt. Daniel D. Jackeon. 
86th and Wth Penneylvania, Capt. John Harper. 

Third Brigade- Col. Oliver Edwards. 
[At WInoheeter, Va., and not engaged in the battle.] 

87th Msl~laohusetta, Lieut.-001. George L. Montague. 
&h Pen~ylvania, Ueut. Col. Baynton J. Hiokman. 
&?d Penneylvanla, Col. Isaac C. Bassett. 

119th Penneylvanh, Lieut.-Col. Qideon Clark. 
26 Rhode Island (battalion), Capt. Elisha H. Bhodeu 
6th Wieoonein (battalion), Maj. Charles W. Kempf. 

17th Penneylvanla Cavalry, Ma). Coe Durland. 



S E O O ~  DIVISION. 
Brlp.-Qene. W r g e  W. Qetty and Lewle A. Grant. 

First Brigade - Col. James M. Warner. 
62d New York, Ueut.-Col. Theodore B. Hamilton. 
63d Pennaylvanla, Capt. David C. Keller. 
88th Pen~ylvanla ,  Lieu&-Col. John B. Kohler and Capt. Qottfried Bauer. 
l(ad Pennrylvania, Maj. James H. Coleman and Capt. James Patchell. 
lBth Pennsylvania, Lieut-Col. John 8. Parr. 

Beoond Brigade- Brig.-Gien. Lewh A. Grant and Lieut.-Col. Amaaa 8. Tracy. 
ar! Vermont, Lieut.Co1. Amsrra 8. Tracy and Capt. Elijah Wales. 
8d Vermont (battalion), Ma. Horace W. Floyd. 

' 4th Vermont, Ma. Horaoe W. Floyd and Col. Oeorge P. Foeter. 
6th Vermont, Maj. Enooh E. Johnson. 
8th Vermont (battalion), Capta. Edwin R. Kinney and Wm J. Sperry. 

11th Vermont (lat Heavy Artillery), Ueut.-Col. Charles Hunedon. 
Third Brigade- Brig.-Qen. Daniel D. Bidwell and Lieut.4201. Winsor B. French 

let Maine (veteran), M4. Stephen C. Fletoher. 
48d New York (battalion), Maj. Charlea A. Milliken. 
4Qth New York (battalion), Lieut.-Col. Eraetue D. Holt. 
17th New York, LIeut.-Col. Winsor B. Frenoh. 
lZld New York, LIeutCol. Augutur W. Dwight and MaJ. J a b z  M. 

Brower. 
6lrt Pennry lvda  (battalion), Capt. David J. Taylor. 

THIRD D~vrsron. 
Col. J. Warren Keifer. 

First Brigade - Col. William Emerson. 
14th New Jersey, Capt. Jacob J. Janeway. 

108th New Eork, Capt. dlvah W. Briggs and Capt. Peter Robertson. 
Ulet New York, Capt. Browqing N. Wilea and Capt. Hiram A. Kimball. 
164th New York (battalion), Maj. William D. Ferguson. 
87th Pennrylvsnts (battalion), Cap?. Edgar M. Ruhl and Capt. John A. 

Balebury. 
10th Vermont, Col. William W. Henry and Capt. Henry H. Dewey. 

Beoond Brigade- Col. William H. M I .  
8th Maryland, Maf. Joeeph C. Hill. 
8th New York Heavy Artillery, Maj. Jamea W. Snyder. 

110th Ohio, Lieut.-Col. Otho H. Binkley. 
l22d Ohio, Ueut-Col. M o w  M. Granger. 
lSBth Ohio, M4. W r g e  W. Vorhes and Capt. W r g e  W. Hoge. 
67th Pennsylvania, Ueut. John F. Young. 

188th Pennsylvania, Maj. Lewb A. May. 
Artillery Brigade- Col. Charles H. Tompkina 

Maine Light, 6th Battery (E), Capt. Qreenleat T. Stevene. 
New York LIght, let Battery, Lieut. Orsamue R. Van Etten. 
let Rhode Ieland Light, Battery C, LIeut. Jacob H. Lamb. 
let Rhode Wand Light, Battery Q, Capt. George W. Ademe. 
6th United Statea, Battery M, Capt. Jamea McKnlght. 

The immedjate sumasor of Oen. Bidwell in command of the Third 
Brigade, Second Division, waa Col. Wineor B. French, of the 77th New 
York. The ranking Colonel of the brigade, however, waa Thomae W. 
Hyde, of the 1st Maine Veterana. Col. Hyde had taken 20 dayat leave 
about the le t  of October, when it was thought that  the Valley campaign 
wae ended. He d v e d  on the field late at night on the 19th, and ex- 
preeeed regret at hi absence from the battle, saying that he had loet the 



only opportunity he ever would have to be promoted on the field of bat 
tle ! I don't believe any man could really regret sbeence b m  a battle, 
provided the fact entailed no discredit, but if there ever was such a man 
it was certainly Tom Hyde, as his men called him. He c o d e d  the 
brigade during the rest of the war. 

During the publication of the original &etch as e aerial in the NATIONAL 
TRIBUNE I received an anonymous letter incloeing mme v m w  in s femi- 
nine hand and signed "A Vermonter's Daughterl" the letter stating that 
the father of the writer of the vexam had been s soldier in the Vermont 
Brigade and was now d e d ,  and that the sketch hmd stirred in her 
memory her father's storia of Cedar Creek. The letter and vemes have 
bean mialaid and loet, but I read the latter over m many times that I can 
remember mme of them. They show a rugged power of thought and feeling 
hardly in keeping with the sex of their author. The following are dl that 
I can remember of tly vemes : 

I sing not of the boy or man, 
Nor of '' the Cannoneer ; '' 

But of all manhood's pureat gold, 
The Yankee Volunteer. 

Each star that shin- upon the Flag 
Beam tribute in enah ray, 

To Yankee Volunteers of yore 
When blazing Brwdom's way. 

There is a strain of Yankee blood- 
Cool, steady, sure and slow- 

And never foeman braved it8 steel 
But lies tbere- stark and low 1 

* * 1 1 

The Yankee,pesoeful In his home, 
Obeyed e'en Slavery's laws, 

But when Rebellion r a i d  it8 front 
He showed the tiger's olaws. 

1 1 1 

Then, what he did or how be died 
All history may say ; 

Tram reddened pave of Baltimore 
rill Appomattox Day 1 



CHAPTER XII, - 
ORDEBH) BACK TO PETEBSBUBO- A FEW DAYS IN WASHINGTON - 

CALL ON MB. LINCOLN- RETUBN TO THE BAT~EFCY-Mom 
"80FT DUTY " -BACK TO THE ORDNANCE WHARF AGAIN- EM- 
B A B ~  WITH REBERVE A M ~ T I O N  - ROUGH VOYAGE - FORT 
FISHER-TWO DAYS' B O M B A B D ~ T - T I ~ ~ ~ ~ N D O U B  FIBE OF 

THE FLEET-LANaeTO OF THE  OOPS IN  THE SWR-THE 
FORT TAKEN BY INFANTBY ~AOLT-DEBPEBATE D E F ~ S E -  
THE BATTLE IN THE FOBT ITSELF-LyDINO THE SIEGE 

Gms- R m u m  TO THE W--A PLUSANT WINTEB-BACK 
TO DIVISION HEADQUABTEBSJ-PBEPABATIONS FOB THE SPBINO 
C AXPAIGN. 

E now went into camp in r pleasant 
spot near Kernstown, whither the 
whole army-or at  least the in- 
fantry - came soon aflerward. After 
a few days in this a m p  Hnnt and I 
reported to a squad of other detached 
men and followed the escort of the 
captnred cannon to Washington. We 
hsd qnite an ovation, marching 
through the Avenue up ps t  the White 
How, where Mr. Lincoln reviewed 
the prmmion. After this ceremony 
was over the ,detached men were 
marched to an old freight shed near 

\---. the Seventh-atreet wharf and tnmed 
over to an officer of the Quarter- 
master's Department. We were all 
pretty much dilapidated, and this 
officer fnrniahed ua complete new out- 
fite of clothing and " Bita " 

He said we would not go to Peters 
bnrg jnstathen, because they were 
p;oing to send a b o a t l d  or two of 
horses to the army from the c o d  in 

a few days, rtnd he would detain ns to handle awl take care of them, which 
would be jnst as well as to send a special detail with them. He told ns 
that we wonld be nnder his charge t e m p o d y ,  formed ua into a provisional 
company, appointed Lance Sergeante and Corporals, established a gnard 
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and gave city passes to all the men, "good until revoked. " We found that 
there wee a very kind feeling in Waehington tow& the men who were in  
the Valley campaign. 

The only event of this brief aojourn a t  the Capital was a visit to the 
Praeident, for which I wee indebted to the Member of Congrecur from our 
district, Mr. Hubbrd. When I was introduced to the M d e n t  he took 
me by the hand and in a very kind tone asked how old I was, how long I 
had been in the service, etc., and what battlea I had eeen. 80 I began to 
go over the list, and when I got to the end he said, "That is a very long 
record for such a short boy ! " 

There were 15 or 20 people looking on, three being MarjorGCenerale, 
and they all laughed a t  this, Ivfqjor-Generals included. Mi. Lincoln was 
ao mnch taller than I wae that I had to look Pmoet straight up at him, 
and he eeemed to be mnch amneed a t  my self p o d o n  and the precision 
of my replieu to hie qneatione. He waa feeling pretty good at  that time, I 
guess, because the election return13 were in, assuring his re-election by an 
enormous majority. But he wee very busy, snd could not spend much 
time with me, so he said, in  conclusion : 

" Thie trou&le will eoon be over, my son. Then you must come and 
see me ,m. I will have more time to talk with you then. I always 
love to talk with our soldier boys. Blesa you 'all -every one ! Good 
morning. 

I remember being much struck with his way of referring to the war as 
"this trouble." But everything he mid was so plain and homelike, and 
there was such kindnegs in hie tone, that he made me feel as completely at 
home as if I had been in the Battery camp. Of mume there was nothing 
remarkable in this interview, but i t  was to me one of the chief eventa of 
my life. My "get-up" that day was worthy of the occasion. I had the 
day before, in anticipation of thin great event, bought a neat linen stand- 
up collar and a pair of short gantlet gloves, together with a fine " McClel- 
Ian cap, " such as officers wore. The next morning, as eoon as, we had our 
coffee, I proceeded to "style up" within an inch of my life. As before 
stated, we had all drawn complete new outfite of underclothing, uniforms, 
b0013, overmate, blanketa, etc., and, as I was detailed by the good old 
Quartermaster to iesue i t  and make the return, I had opportunity to pick 
it all over. The result was that I got a complete uniform-jacket, blouse 
and pantaloons that fitted me as if they were made to order. So I arrayed 
myaelf in the brand-new jacket and trousem, with my linen collar crare- 
fully pinned to the neckband of my woolen shirt, and just showing ita 
white edge above the red braid on my jacket collar. I blacked my W t a ,  
belt and holster until yon conld see your face in them, and frtstened my 
trousers legs under the shanks of my boots with strape. And finally, tilt- 
ing my new McClellan cap a little over my left eye and pulling on my bnfP 
gantlet gloves, I started for the White House. 

The only other incident was an affair in which Pat Hunt, a man named 
George Copeland, from Ohio, and I, had a little "personal affiir" with 



two Army ofhers and a Navy Paymaster in citizens' clothes, in which the 
''rank and file" had a long ways the best of it, but the "eocial condi- 
tions" under which the encounter took place were such that nothing hap 
pened to ns worn than b e i i  sent back to our quartera under guard. 

Finally, as the horn which our Quartermaster had intended to send 
to the front in our charge were not forthcoming, he decided to aend us on, 
and we were ordered on bead a boat one morning about the middle of 
November. The Mate of the boat amigned ns to a apace on the bow for- 
ward of the "scuttle-butt" or water tank, where we had plenty of room, 
and there was a canvas awning over that part of the bow, so that we were 
pretty comfortable. Onr compognone du w a g e  were aeveral hundred re- 
cruits " going to the front," and they made things pretty lively. They 
did not disturb us but once. 
aud that wae doubtltw nor 
~t as much as thein, in:14- & XM 
mnch as the trouble n-.2s 

brought on by Pat ITnot'? 
reckleae impetnoeity. T11~ 
row did not get very filr 1 ) ~ -  
fore it was quelled hp the 
detachmentof Provost (~ti:irrl+ 

/ \-v. b 
. who had charge of t111. rv- ~ ~ A - k , . - ~ 2  - .. - -  

i f  .* 
- 

cmitg. Of conme tht. "IT- :., -- +*. 
, %/ ,-,. .- . 

cruits of 1864" were. iu the 
Y I . .  , , \-$; 7:- - 

main, honest soldiers nntl d i c l  fi':+."i I,, - I  SCt. a:u:& . 1 1 1  i '  
, . ,  

their duty. But the l~onrrty 
and substitute system ltron~ht : 'pl 

t t  large numbers of wctrth1t.s.; - ' ' , , 
chamotersintotherank.:md " )  /,-f 

?,, ' 
the bad behavior of thew t - I 

made n-ry the sh.~tllc.liil 
spectacle of soldiers Ixxin: - 

\ ' %  

"driven to the front " 11hc - -;-A~ I 

cattle by provost (+u:~nlr - - %  

-a shame which the pwl ,; 
< 

S' p 
ones felt keenly, and for 1~111c.11 ; $;c+ - -- - --:< 

.- 

they had the sympthy of - PAT H m .  
every veteran. m m  a tintype.] 

Arriving a t  City Point, our boatload of "recruitsu were marched oat 
and chucked into the "bull pen," while our squad of detached artillery- 
men reported themselves to artillery headquartem, and were ordered to 
rejoin their respective batteries. I hated to part with Hunt, whose battery 
was then in the reserve. He had been my blsnket-mate, and we had been 
on the same gun ever aince July. He was one of the most perfed speci- 
mens of physical manhood, and while not free from wesknegaes of appetite 
and temper, was one of the bravest and most generous fellows that ever 



lived. Born in Tippemry in 1834 or 1835, he had enlisted in the British 
army in 1854 and had served through both the Crimean War and the 
Indian Mutiny. Dieoharged a t  HaEIalifax in the Spring of 1861, a t  the end 
of seven years1 service, he had come to Boaton, where he immediately 
joined one of the Maeertchnsetta regiments, from which, after various 
viciasitndee, he found his way into the 5th Regnlam as a detached volan- 
teer. When ready for "Snnday morning inspection l1 he was one of the 
h a n b m w t  soldiers I ever eaw. 

Though a Tipperary I-, Pat's service in the British Army had 
been i n s  Scotch regiment, the QOth, or "Perthahire Light Infantry." I 
wish this volume afforded apace for some of his storiea abont Sebaatopolor, 
better than thoee, his scconnte of the Indian Mutiny. 

"That was what yon might dl war ! " he would say, "where nobody 
gave or expected quarter, and where prieonera werlnlt taken when we could 
help it ! And when we got t p m  we blew them from the mnzzlea of the 
guns ! ! " 

The moet thrilling of his recitals wae that of the storm and eadrhg of 
the fortified palace of the Kings of Onde, called the "Imanmbrt1~&~~ or the 
" Kaieerbagh, l 1  a t  Lncknow. Thie, he eaid, wae a large qnadrasgle abont 
800 feet by 1,000, anrrounded by a wall 25 or 30 feet high ; in fact, a reg& 
fortress, and fill of palacea, mosques, templea and other s t r n c t m ,  and in 
it was the mcnmnlated wealth of the royal family of Onde for six centnriea 

"There was a glut in  the jewel market," Pat would my, "after our 
regiment and the 38th Brnmmagems (the Birmingham Regiment) and the 
79th Cameron Highlanders got in ! l 1  

Then I would ask him, "How did you get in, Pat? Yon cmldn't 
scale such high walls ! " 

"No, indeed, we blew in the main gate and went in by column of 
platoom, breaking to right and leR as we got in. We polished off the 
' Pandies' (Sepoys) of the garriaon in about 20 minutee and then we went 
for the ' loot ' (plunder). l l 

"What did yon do with the Sepoys?" , 

iLButchered every - - of them, to be sure! There wae 
about 800 of ns in the three regimente, and they took over 1,100 dead 
' Pandies' out of the enclosure for b d L  It was worse than the fresh beef 
slaughter pen below City Point ! " 

"But didn't yon spare any of them?" 
"Divil a one ; what was the use? The artillery would have blown 

them from the muzzles that same evening. It was a mercy to them for aa 
to  shoot or bayonet them ! l 1  

"Did yon get any of the iloot,l as yon d it?" 
"Oh, yea; I got a diamond brooch and a neckleoe. But I mld them 

to an ofllcer for a tenth of their worth, tand the money went, where all my 
money has gone, to the devil for drink and gambling! Besidea the jewels, 
the King's harem was in the Kaiserbagh, with some of t,he handsomegt 
women of India in it. The boys were making a break for the ' Zenana1 



(harem), but Gen. Mmntield, our Brignde Commander, put n &mng gosrcl 
around it, and no one but oftlcera was allowed to go in ! 

And eo on, almost without Limit. Pnt'a stories led me to stndy the 
hieiory of them affnim aRer the war, and I wae otbn &oniehed a t  the act 
ctuacy of his detailed sea,unta 

I reported at once to the old W r y ,  then in eamp near Fort rhudmue, 
k the line just below Globe Tavern, where Warren hnd hie headquarters, 
During my sbeence ita pemnnel had been almost totally M o r m e d .  
Some few of the veteran detach3 volunteers h d  left before I went sway, 
but now they were all gone. Between June and September the following- 
named men were mustered out : Serg't Thorpe, Henry Bnrkhardt, Henry 
Foeter, Dan Shemmell, Bill Bartholomew, Bill Gleason, Jim Lewis, Ned 
Ammtmng, Seymour Colby, John Mchughlin, John Sanborn, John Fill- 
more, Dave Smith, Charley Hnrris, A1 Hunt, Jack Lee, Ben Stillmnn, Billy 
Hinman, Lew Marehall, Win Willinma, John Dolphin, Andy Bishop, John 
Johneon, Charley Levins, Dan Ackermnn, blate Freeman, John Fulton, 
H o r m  Ripley, Alph Collins, Lmy Dowling, Henry Beacham, Tom 
Price, Pat Wallace, John Small, Frank Blair, Tom Clark, nnd perhnpa two 
or three others of the W h n s i u  volunteers ; John W. Knight, of the 19th 
Indiana, and dl the surviving 24th Michigan men-Theodom Bache, 
Lyman Blakeley, Henry Brown, Theo. Grover, Jnmes Gunsollie, Frang 
Kellogg, Morris, Oakley, Orth, Bob Reed, Bill Thornton, George Walker, 
and maybe mother one or two whom 
names m p e  me. But one of the 
original New Pork volunteem remained, 
Frauk McCormick. F e d  Detloff was 
the only Wisconsin volunteer remain- 
ing - "The Imt of th8 Mohicaus, " I 
called him ! This was over 50 men gone 

b~ 
from the Battery, who were mainly vet- 
ernns of all i t .  bnttlea, ssd their s u p  ,' 

riom as iutillerymen did not exist. Of ' " 

what we used to call the " New Re@- 4' i:-tp) 
LaR who joined in the Wmter of 1863- ' %-y :,.A -*.- , 

64 and went through the Virginia cam- , f q:..;.. 
4 ,  2.:- -.-' 

paign, there were still with the Bat* ' i .  

0 .  * .( 
Bsrthe, Bowem, Co-, Cooper, Daniels, f '  . , . \t - .. 

1 D e e ,  Dehey,  Dom, Fibpatrick, 
F o l k ,  Givens, Hartley, the two Her- 
veys, Hill, H u ~ u ,  Tom Kelley, FERD DETLOFP. 

Maddice, Maloney, Milton, Obst, Stsrke, "The Of the 

two of the Smiths, Dick Tea, Frank Stinemuller, Fred Volker, Mike Wil- 
liams, Pete Williamand John Wilsey (now matored to his 8ergeantcy). 
The others hsd fallen by the wayside in the Wilderness and Spoetsylvanin 
and Betheada, or had auccnmbed to the dreadful privations of the cam- 
paign. In August and September the Battery had been fnlly recrnited up 



pertly by more of the "New Regulars" and putly by volunteers from the 
6th and 16th New York Heavy, with flve or ah who hsd been traderred 
fmm CfrMbla Battery upon itu consolidation with Battery G, of the 6 th  
R e W  A young Lieutenant from the 2d Regulare, William P. Voae, 
had alao been aeaigned to it in the Latter part of July. H e  waa a graduate 
of the West Point ckw of 1864, and was the h t  West Pointer on duty in 
the Battery eince Capt. Cempbell was wounded at Antietam, two yeam. 
before. 

The roetar of the Battery in November, 1864, wae as follows : 

Lieutenant Commanding, John Mitchell. 
Beoond LieutenantWilliam P. Vow. Sergeante-Ben. Gilkie, 
Orderly Sergeant-Henry Moore. Robert Moore. 
Sergeante-Jamea Maher, Buglero-Willlam Caator. 

John Wilsey, Mru Reeoe. 
Corporals and Privataa : 

Henry Adey, John Grant, William Moss, 
Thomse Anderson, Barney Ginnity. John Murphy, 
Henry Arnst. Charlea Gunther, Chris. O'Brien, 
John Alexander, Thomaa Haokett, William Obst. 
James Alexander, Dan Hagar, J W n  Parrj ,  
John Barthe. William Hartley, Alex. Pearoe, 
Jmt ln  Beebe, William Harvey, lat, Edwin Rhodea, 
Henry Bonn, William Harvey, 2d. Peter Biohard, 
George Bowera, William Hepburne, Pat Scully, 
Ed Brown, Henry C. Hill. Charles Beyfred. 
William Buck, Ed Hinterthur, Sam Starke, 
Stephen Cebree, William Hutchtnson, Frank Smith, 
Patrick Colgan, Bill Jackson, Albert Bchwaneoke,. 
Patrick Collins, Sidney Jay, James Smith, 
Ben Cooper, Charles Johnaon, John Smith, 1st. 
Henry Carey, Michael Joyoe, John Smith, 2d, 
Jamea Cunningham, John Judge, John Smith, ad, 
Charley Daniels, Pat Keenan, Henry Spicer. 
J ay  DeQraU, Andy Kelly, William Stewart, 
Ben De Lannoy, Pat Kelly, Frank Stinemuller, 
Clayton Dinamore, Tom Kelley, Richard Tea, 
Andrew Delaney, Jam- Long, Wheeler Thatcher, 
Jamea Donahoe, George McBlack, Alfred Thomas, 
John Doran. Jerry McCarty, Henry Tripp, 
John Doyle. William McLinton, Morris Vanderpool, 
Thomas Evans, John McReady, Joseph Varin, 
Anthony Errinper. Joseph McGivern, Fred Volker, 
James Fagan, Jamea McIienna, George Washburne, 
Conrad Farber, Barney McMahon, Thomas Wilkins, 
Tom Fitzpatriok, William MoNally, John Wisker, 
Chris. Frame, John Maddice, Albert Wilkins, 
Adolph Freytong, Tom Maloney, Mike Williams, 
John Bryer, Sam Malore, Peter Williams, 
Jamea Gallagher. Charles Meehan, Amos Wood, 
John Gautenbein, James Michaels, Oscar Wright, 
Warren Givens. Jacob Miller, Henry Yost, 
Ellis Graham, '' Boney " Milton, Louis Zellera. - 

McKenna waa an old Utah Regular who had come back to the Battery io 
1w. 



The above were all Regulars. There were also the following detached 
volunteers : 
.Joe Bennett. Charles Fobom, George McKnight. 
Sam Brazee, Jacob Haley, Billy Owens, 
James Baker, James Kelley. Fred OIBrien, 
Oscar Cad y, William Knox, Henry Reinhardt, 
Andy Cnmpbell, Reddy Lewis. Tom Scott, 
Eph. C. Crmker, Frank Ludlow, Henry Sherman, 
James Daggett, James McCallan, David Simpkine, 
Ferd DetlolX, Frank YcCormick, Charles Springstead, 
Bobert Feiner. William McFadden, William Watson, 

William Voea. 
This is two oftleers and 148 enlieted men, of whom perhaps 120 to 125 

were preaent for dnty a t  this time. 88 moet of them were new recruits, 
Mitchell was drilling the Bsttery every day, though the heavy details for 
fort duty wmewhat interfered with the drill of the Battery= a whole. He 
was, however, "licking thia raw material into pretty good shape;" ao 
much so that Gen. Gibbon (still Captain of the Battery though command- 
ing the Twenty-fourth Corpe), when he m e  over to visit his old Bsttery 
occssionally and used to take them out for battery drill in pereon, compli- 
mented Mitchell and the men on their perfonnssce. On the east aide of 
the Weldon Road, just below the Artillery Brigade camp, was a large level 
field, which made a splendid drill ground, admitting of all aorta of ma- 
nuvere a t  any gait. Mitchell was well satided with his new men, aud 
told me more than once that, ''when he should get them into action next 
Spring, they would make us old boys look out for our laurels !" 

Capt. Stewart had taken a leave in October, in consequence of positive 
orders from the Surgeon-General of the Fifth Corpe that he could not stand 
another Winter in camp. He had a t  thia time bean with the Battery con- 
tinuously from the Spring of 1851 to the Fall of 1864, or 13) yeam He 
had been with it in the Utah expedition of 1857-58, and had served on the 
frontier most of the time on provisional cavalry dnty, escorting tmim, etc., 
until the outbrertk of the war in 1861. Coming East with it he had com- 
manded i t  in  every battle from Antietam to Hatcher's Run -except the 
beginning of Antietam, where a p t .  Campbell had command until he wse 
wounded. Capt. Stewart had been several times severely injured either by 
pieces of shell or by horses falling on him when shot under him ; in fact, 
he had reached the Limit of human endurauce, even for such a cast-steel 
man as he was, and hence the medical authorities ordered him out of the 
field for awhile. But he did not relinquish dnty. He was at  once assigned 
pmvisionally to Battery A of the 4th Reglam, which, having just been 
filled up with raw recmitg, had been sent to Camp Barry for drill and in- 
.stmction, together with about a dozen others in the same condition. CoL 
Jam- A. Hall, Captain of the 2d Maine Battery at  Gettysburg, as pre- 
viously mentioned in this sketch, was then in command a t  Camp Barry. 
CoL Hall and Capt. Stewart being warm friends, the Colonel applied to 
have him assigned to the camp as Artillery Instructor and Acting Provost 
Marshal, in which capacity he passed the Winter of 1864-65. 



The Artillery Brigade had undergone considerable change since July. 
Martin's 3d Maaeachnsette had been mustered out. Paddy Hart's 16th. 
New York had been transferred out of the brigade. Our Battery was com- 
manded by Lieut. Mitchell, Bigelow's 9th Massachumti by Lieut. Milton, 
Cooper's (B) 1st Pennaylvsnia by Lieut. William McClellan. There were 
eix batteries of the let New York in the brigade, as follows: Sheldon7s (B), 
under Lieut. Bob Rogers ; Barnes's (C), under Capt. Ritchie ; Winslow's or 
Richardson's (D), under a p t .  James Eazelton ; E (equipped ae a mortar 
battery), under Capt. Mathewson; Mink's (H), with gallant old Charley him- 
self a t  the fore - "a good deal di&guredU by many wounds "but still in 
the ring ; Reynolds's (L), Capt. Geo. Breck, and Rittenhouse's (D), of the 
54h Regnlm, consolide'ted with Battery G, of the 6th, and commanded by 
Lieut. Rawlea - a most excellent and popular officer. D and G as consoli- 
dsted had abont 180 or 190 men, including 13 Sergeants. Tom Broderick, 
of Battery D, was continued Orderly Sergesnt of the consolidated command, 
snd generally the non-commieaioned officers of Battery G were subordi- 
nated to those of Battery D in the m e  grade. This cansed a good deal of ' 
friction, and one day brought on a caee of "discipline l 7  not laid down in 
the regnlationa One of the Sergeante of Battery Gt waa a powerful fellow 
named Reed. The Orderly Sergeant of Battery G was Kent, a nice fellow,. 
a veteran Regular, who had accepted the situation gracefully from the start. 
But Reed had been rnde and inanbodinate, and had several times treated. 
Tom with studied insolence. Broderick waa a strapping young fellow, 
abont 23 or 24 years of age, hard aa iron, six feet high and powerful, 
though of somewhat slim build. But he had broad shoulders, and wae big- 
boned, and abont aa 5ne a specimen of young manhood aa yon could see in. 
a dayla march. Reed was an Englishman, not so tall aa Broderick, but 
much more stockily built ; no doubt considerably heavier than Broderick 
and s man about 30 yema of age. He (Reed) had the reputation of being 
one of the best men in the command in which Battery G had previously 
served. Bruderick felt the difficulty of his position keenly, as he had to 
maintain his authority, and a t  the same time he did not want to 898e1-t 

himself over Reed under the circnmatancea F h l l y ,  one day Reed de- 
veloped a case of rank i n s u b o ~ t i o n  in the preaence of the men of the 
Battery of such a character that Broderick had to act at  once. He might 
have reported Reed and had him reduced to the ranks. But, instead of 
doing that, he asid : ' I  Reed, the beat man of us two must be Orderly Ser- 
geant of this Battery ! Peel your jacket, if yon are the man you pretend 
tobe!"  

They peeled their jackets, and, both being powerfbl men, a terrific 
fight ensued, of which Broderick rapidly got the beet, though by no means 
having a wslkover, aa Reed himself was "no slouch," when Capt. Rawlea 
rushed in and demanded explanations. After hearing the statements of 
the men who had witneeeed the affair, Rawles directed Broderick to prefer 
charges w i n s t  Reed, saying that he had always been a bully, and he was. 
glad to eee the conceit taken out of him. Broderick aeked Rawlea ae a. 



personal favor to withdraw that order, eayu~g that he would be responsible 
for Reed's future conduct, etc. Rawleu insisted, and finally directed Brod- 

,crick to make out an order for him to sign reducing Reed to the ranks that 
night a t  roll dl. Then Broderick said he had always obeyed orders, but 
he wonld not obey this one. "Yon can reduce me to the ranks, sir," he 

;mid, "for insubordination, if you like, but I will not have anything to do 
with the reduction of Reed ; I have whipped him, and I will not persecute 
him any further, sir. l 

This seemed to affect Rawlee, and h l l y  he told Bruderick that he 
might  have hie ownmy, but that he should hold him responsible for Reed's 
:future behavior. There was no further trouble, and Broderick getting an 
order  soon afler to detail a Sergeant for ordnance dnty he gave the billet 
to Reed, and I believe they were always afterward friends. 

About thia time there was an affiir that I wonld like to paea over in 
silence, but the history of the Battery would not be candid without it. It 
relatea to one whose name I will not mention, but all the surviving mem- 
bers of the Battery will know who i t  was. He was mail canter for the 
Battery, and was caught purloining lettera It was proved that he rifled 
letten, belonging to several of the men, among them John Alexander, Jim 

+Cunningham, Anthony Erringer, Ben De Lannoy, and doubtleas others 
:He wrre convicted and sentenced to the Tortugas, or sotne other militmy 
prison, for a long term, but was afterward pardoned. This nearly broke 
Mitchell's heart. He had been so proud of our clean record ; had bragged 

:about i t  so much to other oficers! He would sit and swear about ''that 
white-livered whelp that had dkgmed the best Battery in the world 
until he got black in the face with rage and grief! 

I did not go on duty with the Battery &er my return, except to do 
tame writing for Mitchell, and Orderly dnty when he went anywhere 
mounted. He eaid he would have given me a gun if I had been present 

,during the reorganization, but couldn't do anything for me as it was. 
However, in a few days he prevailed on Gen. Griffin to give me mounted 

d n t y  a t  division headquarters; so the little mouse-colored mare was as- 
signed to me, and I reported to the headquarters of the First Division. 

The enlisted Clerks and Orderliea at  theee headquarters were s nice lot 
.of boys, but I can't recall many of them by name. Griffin's Clerk waa 
Benson, of the 20eh Maine. Then there were Hyatt, from GriSn1s Battery, 
Hall, Russell, Davis and others from different infantry regiments in the 
division, Orderlies or Clerks, and s squad of the 4th Pennsylvania cavalry 
as escort. A few weeks after this the Fifth Corpe was drawn out of the 
intrenchments and moved round by the roads in the rear of our line till 
we struck the Weldon Railroad near the Nottoway Bridge, and thence fol- 
lowed its line till we came to the Meherrin at  Hicksford. It appeared that 
the main object of this raid was to destroy the Weldon Railroad a long dik 
tance from Petersburg. It had already, of course, beenlcnt a t  Ream's 
.Station, and destroyed from there to the crossing of the R o m t y  in the 
preceding October by the operations involving the battles of' Hatd&s 



Run and Ream's Station ; but the Rebels had held it open to Stony Creek, 
and from that point they nsed to carry suppliea by wagon trains m u n d  
our left flank, and ao into Petersburg by way of Dinwiddie Courthonse. And 
now, as the Sixth Corpe had returnd from the Valley and could relieve 
the Fifth in the trencheq it was decided to make this raid. Thh expedi- 
tion consisted of the whole Fifth Corps, some of the Second, and Gregg'e 
Cavalry Division- Gen. Warren in command of the column. The cavalrg 
and i n h t r y  had some skirmishes on this expedition, but none of the m- 
tillery was called into play. Onr Battery reported directly to Gea Warren 
during this movement, the other batteries of the corps being assigned to 
the varioas divisions. The country we paseed Wrongh had been pretty 
mnch cleaned out, partly by the previous raids of our cavalry, but mainly 
by the Rebels themaelvea, who had stripped it of every vestige of livestock 
and provisions, so that most of the people had deserted their homea and 
gone farther back into the Confederacy from the scene of active operations. 
The roads had been obstructed a good deal by felling trees amom them, 
destroying bridges, eta., which had been done by the Rebe4 evidently in 
anticipation of such a movement as this. However, we made the beat of 
our way to Hicksford, where we found mme force of the enemy, buD did 
not attack them or even try to roee the Meherrin River, as Gea Warren'e 
instructions were only to wreck the Weldon Railmad to that point. Ex- 
cept faitling skirmishes with small parties of their cavalry, who hung on 
our f h k  during,the return march, there was no fighting, and we did not 
encounter the enemy in force. But the march iteelf waa terrible, the 
weather alternating between cold rain, sleet and mow the whole time, 
thawing by day and freezing hard by night, so that, as Comrade Ferd Deb 
loff says in a recent letter to me, "when the tmp who had gone to bed 
in the mud the night before were turned out in the morning, the prints of 
their bodies could be seen in the q r t h  as it froze around them during the 
night 

At this time (December, 1864,) the First Division of the F'ifth Corpe 
consisted of three brigades, as follows : First Brigade (Brig.-Gen. Cham- 
berlain), 185th New York and 198th Pennsylvania, two lssge regiments 
newly organized from re-enlisted veterans, recruits and probably s few 
,conscrip&. Second Brigade (Brig.-Gen. E. M. Gregory), 187th, 188thand 
189th New York, which were also new regimentsof substahtially the same 
,description as the above. Thud Brigade (Brig.-Gen. Joe Bartlett), 1st and 
16th Michigan, 20th Maine, 32d Maseachusetts and 83d, 91st, 118th and 
155th Pennsylvania, all of which were old regiments and mnch reduced in 
numbers, except the 155th Pennsylvania. The division was, perhaps, 
4,500 to 4,800 strong, of which Bartlett's Brigade numbered about 2,000, 
and the others about 1,300 or 1,400 each. 

The seaeon for active operations had about closed, and except the 
Hicksford raid in December and the operations about Burgess's Mill, on 
Hatcher's Run, in Februmry, the cramp waa not disturbed from the 5rst of 
December till the last of March. AB the forts had nearly all been com- 



pleted, and the linea on this front were not very close to each other, duty 
waa not excessively mvere during the Winter. Gen. Crawford wonld 
make a 'Ldemonstrstion ' j  on hia hmnt once in a while, which would muse 
the contignone troop to be turned out, but these affairs never &mounted 
to anything except to W e  the men swear and the ofllcers to utter sar- 
castic remarks about Crawford and his "demonstrations. " 

I have a lwap  thought that Oen. Charles Gri ib  does not receive the 
place in history to which hie aerviees end personal character entitle him. 
Doubtless hia untimely death, in 1867, st the age of 40 or 41 yeare, mused 
him to pass out of the minda of men in view of the rapid p r o d o n  of 
pea t  event8 and great men, but he certainly won more distinction than 
hae ever been accorded to his name. He served' t h n g h  the whole war, 
rising hmm the rank of Lieutenant, commanding Batiterg D, 5th Regn- 
lam, in the battle of Firat Bull Run, to Major-General, commanding the 
Fifth Corpa a t  Appomattox Conrthouee. As a man he was of gentle and 
generous disposition, with a keen mnee of humor and a disposition to make 
every one sbont him enjoy themselves. The hapi tdi ty  of his meas wae 
proverbial in the srmy, snd the charm of his convemtion waa mmething 
to be remembered. In all the little a & h  about headquarters, in which 
the man ahom out through the offlcer, Grifan waa so kind and good an& 
considerate that it waa a joy to serve him, even in the humblest capacity. 
He waee horse fancier, and his stable wtw among the finest in the army. 
On one occaeion one of Crawford's Orderlies, a crtvslryman,, brought him a 
meassge requiring a reply. O W  might just aa well have sent the reply 
by Crawford's Orderly, but he dismissed him and ordered one of us to sad- 
dle up. This cavalyman was not in good form, and his horse looked more 
shabby than he did, if possible. Gen. Grillin remarked in his dry way 
that he wonld not send a m e w  by such a acmecrow mounted on anch a 
sheep ! 

k4 an oficer, Gen. G r i m  waa always cool, quiet and precise. He 
never dt'ected the heroic, and in action always ststtioned himself a t  the 
most advantageom point whence to observe the operatione of his troops ; 
he always knewexactly where every one of his brigades, or even regime&, 
was; his division waa a lwap  well in haad. Yon wonld never see him 
" sword in hand, leading a forlorn hope, " ae the historians like to depict 
their heroes ; and' he did not ex- himself in battle unless it was a h -  
lntely necessary for him to do so in  the proper discharge of his duties as 
division commander. He regarded w d r e  as his profession, and battle 
as a busineas tramaction in puranance thereof. But while very cool, un- 
demonstrative snd methodical himself, he waa quick to see, admire and, 
reward gallant or even reckless exposure on the part of his subodhteg,  

They used to tell about headquartera an anecdote of Gen. Gregory, 
who had been a minister of the Gospel, and who d generally to be called, 
in the slang of the Fifth Corps, " The Fighting Parson." At the Weldon 
Ftailroad, or in  mme of thaw battlea near Globe Tavern or Rerun's Ststion, 
Gregory had behaved with unnsnal bravery, involving m a t  reckless e x p  
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sum. I think he lost twp ho- G r i 5 ,  though not by any means a 
"Christian soldier" himself, was fond of Gregory, and had gmzt faith in  
him as a brigade leader. So when G d 3 h  heard of this a&ir he said that 
Gregory had a great advantage over most of the other officers in that the 
others had to fear both the Rebels and hell, wherew Gregory wae in danger 
only from the Rebels ! 

Gen. Griffin's great reliance was on hrt le t t ,  whose brigade he always 
called the right arm of the division. Besidea, their pemnal relations were 
very c l ~ ,  and G M n  always consulted Bartlett in even individual mat- 
ters outaide of their field duties. With the exception of Ayres, early in 
1864, the brigade commanders, during the time when I knew the division, 
were all civilian soldiers; and Gd3h,  though an aden,& Weat Pointer 
himself, never ' d e  any effort to have West Pointers pat in command p f  
his brigades, but was perfectly content with Bartlett, Gwyn, Sweitmr, 
Gregory and Chamberlain. 

But there wae one situation in which Gen. G r i 5  would ahow enthu- 
siaem. That waa when he codd get a chance to handle two or three bat- 
tehes in a field where that arm could do execution. Then all his old artil- 
lery instinct8 came to the front. He nsed to aay that, so far as the satis- 
faction of the service waa concerned, he wonld rather handle a brigade of 
six batteries in action than any other poeeible command. Gen. G f l n  
nsed to be profme in his praise of the volunteer artillery and the old 
Re@ rankers. He often said that'west Point had never educated a 
m m  accomplished artillerist than James Stewart, who came from the ranka 
of the Regular Army ; or than Charley Phillips, of the 5th Massachnsette ; 
Chrley Mink, of H, 1st New York; or George Winslow or Lester Rich- 
ardson, of D, 1st New York, and others who came from civil life whoee 
names do not now ocmr to me. 

In his intercourse with other oficers, Gen. G r i 5  was quiet and COUP 

teous, though not excessively punctilious, his d i n g  impulse being to 
display good nature and make every one feel at his ease in his presence. 
H e  would swear sometimes, but as a rule he was not what wonld be called 
a man addicted to profanity. Socially he was very hospitable, but drank 
very moderately himself, even in the festivities of Winter quarters, which 
sometimes ran pretty high. Intellectually he was not what you wonld 
call a brilliant man, but his views were always safe, his judgment always 
sound, and his perception always acute and accurate. Whether aa a Lieu- 
t e m t  commanding Battery D a t  the First Bull Run, or as Major-General 
commanding the F i f i  Corps in the Appomattox campaign, he wae always 
the -me cool, careful, discreet and su&nl officer. He grew right up 
with his i n c r e a d  ~ponsibilities, and he would have displayed the same 
solid, sterling traita had fortune called him to the command of the army. 
I think that hie name will yet find ite proper place in our military history. 

The brigade commanderi of G r i 5 ' s  Division a t  this time were Joseph 
J. Bartlett, of New York ; Edgar M. Gregory, of Pennsylvania, and Cham- 
berlain, of Maine. Bartlett was the seniqr Brigadier-General, though his 

el 



brigade wae numbered the Third Brigade of G e  division. Chamberlain 
was a profeseor in Bowdoin College, who had come out as Colonel of the 
20th Maine, and had been promoted for gallantry a t  Gettysburg and else- 
where. G r e w  had been a Philadelphia preacher, and had made his 
debut in the army ss Colonel of the 91st Pemylvania, a most gallant regi- 
ment, and one that made a record second to no other. These three men 
were a curious study ,to me from day to day in the discharge of my mea- 
senger or Orderly duties. Bartlett waa the beau ideal of a soldier. On 
horseback, in fnll uniform, he was the moet perfect picture of the ideal 
offlcer that I ever aaw. Dealing with oficera he was sometimes pretty tart, 
and occasionally a bit emphatic, but always kind, gentle and comrade-like 
toward the enlisted men. It wae a pleaem to a mounted Orderly to be 
aent with a metsage to Oen. Bartlett. He would look a t  his watch, ask 
what time we left the division or corps commander with the meamge, and 
then say : Report that yon delivered this to me at  such and such an hour 
and minute, whatever it might be, which we would always note carefully 
in our little Orderly boob. Chamberlain wae a cold, unlovable man, very 
brave and all that, but not daehing either in  appearance or manner. He 
always reminded me of a profeaeor of mathematics we had in college. 
Still, he wae s gallant offlcer, and had more than once been desperately 
wounded while leading hie troops in the most deadly asaaulte. 

Gregory was a solemn, serions man, but he always spoke tons in kind, 
gentle tones, and we all liked him. He,was a fighter in battle, but  in 
camp he need to have prayer meetinga and all that sort of thing, and I am 
a h i d  that the wicked boys abont diviaion headquarters used to make ri- 
bald, and sometimes blasphemous, wmmente on "Parson Gregory," whom, 
despit,e his kindnesa to us, we nsed to call with great irreverence the " B i b b  
banging Brigadier ! " 

I must say that among the uuyeuerate boys about G f l n ' s  head- 
qnarteq the dashing, handsome and wicked Bartlett waa mnch more ar- 
dently admired than the scholarly Chamberlain or the pious Gregory ! And 
I also fear that candor compels me to add that there was not mnch religion 
in the moral atmosphere of G*'s headquartera in front of Petemburg. 

When G r i t h  went away on leave abont Christmas, 1864, Bartlett took 
command of the division. At this time Gregory had a number of recruit8 
in his brigade who had enlisted (for large bounties) out of some theological 
seminary in Western New York. I think they were in the 189th New York, 
a new regiment. They had a large hospital tent fitted up as s meeting 
house, and used to hold prayer meetings there. Bartlett thought they ought 
to hare more brigade drill, even at  the expense of less pealm singing. So 
he took Gregory to task about it  one day. Not long a&r Gregory wanted 
Bartlett to approve details of a lot of men from his brigade aa division tmin. 
teamsters. Upon investigation Bartlett discovered that them men were the 
theological student recruit0 before mentioned, whereupon he refused to a p  
prove their details, saying that as them men were all ready for Heaven t8hey 
should be put to the front ; and if any men were to be detailed as teamatera 
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they should be the tough, wicked old ilghting veterans who were sure to go 
to hell if they got killed ! I do not know how Gen. Gregory took this re- 
b d ,  but so long as Bartlett commanded the division all the detailsfor duty 
in  the rear were made from among the "wicked old veterans, l l and the 
pions recrnita had to remain at  the front. 

Notwithstanding his apparently d m  nature, GrMbls likea and dis- 
likes were very strong. It is not neoessary to etata whom he disliked. But 
the men he liked were Hnncock, Gibbon, A m ,  Bsrtlett and particularly 
hie wife's brother, Gen. Sprigg Carroll, of the Second Corpe. He waa fond 
of Qetty, Wheaton and Davy Rnssell, of the 8ixt.h Corpa, and also of Gen. 
Orlando Willcox, of the Ninth C o w  He had also a profound admiration 
for Gen. Henry Heth, of Lee's army, who had been his L'chumll a t  West 
Point, and he used to say that it  gave him more satisfaction to drive 
Hethls Division than any other command in the Confedemte army. I 
Bm sorry to say that he did not always have the satisfaction of "driving 
Heth. ' l  

After a few weeks of this pleaeant duty at  division headquarters an 
opportunity o c d  of a detail a t  the ammunition wharf, which I wae 
lucky enough to get, and so waa reinstated in the same L L  aofi berth l 1  that 
Capt. McKnight had so cruelly y84ged me out of the previous July. 
Gen. Grsnt used to stroll down to this ammuition wharf frequently, 
e~pecially just before dark. He would walk along with his hands behind 
his back and his eyes bent on the ground, apparently taking no notice of 
any of ns, though he waa always very precise in returning our salutes. 
The General e v e  a good deal of his personal attention to matters at this 
wharf. Sometime previons to this-in Angnst, 1864-the Rebels had 
floated some barrel torpedoes down the river, with clock-work fueea, and 
one of them h d  exploded under one of the barges, blowing them all up - 
a good many tone of powder, loaded shells, case shot, etc. After that onr 
folks had made a net above the barges, extending out into the stream far 
enough to keep the torpedoes out of the eddy which swung in there when 
the tide waa flooding. This explosion had wrecked Cten. Cfnmt's head- 
qusrtera. One night when he came down there I happened to be out on the 
end of the wharf fishing. I was sitting on one of the sills, and the first I 
knew the General waa right behind me. 

He said : "Do yon catch any fieh here?" 
" Yea, sir ; sometimes. l l In  fact, a t  this moment, I had quite a 

L'stling l '  of L'spotal l 1  6'tailors" and two or three m a l l  "rock,u which I 
proudly exhibited to the Lieutenant-General and Commander-in-Chief of 
the Armies of the United States We used frequently to catch a nice 
mees of fish at  the end of the wharf when the tide waa 5ooding. 

"I think I will come down here and try my luck, if I can get time 
some day. I like to fish, " he said, surveying my " string. l l 

And with that the Old Commander walked slowly away. But appa- 
rently he never found time to come and "try his luck l '  fishing with me 
off the end of the ammunition wharf. 



On another occasion-which I did not personally witneas, but have 
no doubt of its truth- he came down to the inshore end of the wharf with 
a a r  in his month. The sentry said : 

" Gen. Grant, i t  ia contrary to your ordem to smoke on thia wharE, 
sir. " 

"Of c o r n  it is, l1  repLied the Goneral. "I beg your pardon, Sen@ ; 
I was thinking of something elee, I will not repeat the offense. l 1  

80 he threw away hie cigar and walked out as usual to the outer end 
and looked a t  the brgea It was mid that he gave the eentry a handfnl 
of cigars, and told him to smoke them when he was off poet. 

The Commander-in-Chief seemed to take great interest in thoee ammu- 
nition bargee. Probably he considered them the " toole of his trade. l' 

One morning in January - the 6th or 7th, I think - an old transport 
hauled alone~side the wharf, and gange were a t  once aet to work toload her 
with ammii t ion for small-arms, 5eld guns and mege piecea We soon 
learned that she was to carry the siege train and reeerve ammunition for an 
expedition by eea, the object of which we easily g u d  to be a renewed 
attack on Fort Fisher, of which the camp had been full of rumor as soon 
as Butler's failure in December became known. The required amount of 
ammunition was put on board by 4 o'clock p. m., and then the Acting 
Ordnance Officer in charge asked the chief of o m  wharf to give him two 
of his Clerks, but he only got one. This transport was an old wooden 
acrew steamer which had been a Savannah and New York cotton boat be- 
fore the war. She had on board the guns of Gen. Terry's siege train, 
stowed, dismounted, in the hold, together with the whole of the reaerve 
ammunition of the command, part of which had been loaded at  Gen. But- 
ler's wharf at Deep Bottom, and the & a t  our wharf a t  City Point. 

The Acting Ordnance OfEcer was a volunteer artillery Lieutenmt. He 
was a very nice little gentleman, and my connection with him was most 
pleaant, although during the most of the voyage he was so desperately 
seasick that he did not do much except pay hie reapect to Neptune. He 
had brought one Ordnance Clerk from the Army of the James, and as 
there was another to go from our wharf Corpll Nelson was a t  first detailed, 
but Nelson was always seasick aboard ship, and so he and I arranged an 
exchange, with the consent of Lieut. Alger, our Acting Chief, and I was 
soon on board with my little ontiit. My comrade Clerk from the Army of 
the James was a Corporal from one of the Regnlsr batteries in that army 
-probably Follettls or Myrick's. His name was Mike Clancey, and dur- 
ing the 25 days we spent together in that wonderful expedition we became 
bosom friends. He was a very bright, well-educated young fellow, clean 
and neat as could be - the perfect pink of a Regular soldier. Besides, he 
had been Ordnance Clerk a long time, and knew all about keeping ammu- 
nition and artillery equipment accounts. The heavy artillerymen belong- 
ing to the aiege train, about 200 in number, and made up  of detachments 
from the 16th New York and 3d Pennsylv- were sent down between 
decks, which, as soon as we got outside in the Jannarg storm that ensued, 

d 
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beaxme a perfect hell hole ! But the Ordnance Officer in charge informed 
the Captain of the transport, Mr. Hanscomb, that his two Clerks would 
have charge of the ammunition, and thereforo must have the freedom of 
the decks, and mast be provided with hammocks to swing under the deck- 
house, eo that they could alwaya be within easy call to him, as he himself 
expected to be confined to the cabin with d c k n e e s  as soon aa we got out- 
side. Getting under way, we m down to Hampton Roads, where we found 
that the bnlk of the fleet had already ailed with Terry's t m p  on board, 
and we got orders to make the best of onr way to the mouth of the Cape 
Fear River. While here a melancholy &r d. One of the heavy 
artillerymen became suddenly crazy and jumped overboard out of one of 
the ports and started to swim toward the shore. His name, they said, was 
Anthony Rose, or Ross, but I do not remember which of the detachments 
he belonged to. He had stripped off everything but hie drawere, and at  
firat he swam powerfully, but the water was very cold, and before they 
a u l d  lower a boat and get him he was benumbed, and eank to rise no 
more. His comrades said his wife and baby had recently died at  his home, 
and he could not get a fhrlough to go and see them before they died or 
even to bury them, and so he had brooded over it until he loet his reaeon. 
They mid he had always been a mqst gallant soldier and, until his tronblea 
overwhelmed him, one of the happiest and moat cheerfhl of comrades. His 
sad end cast a gloom over all the enlisted men on board the ship. How- 
ever, such things do not last long among soldiers, and the next day we had 
forgotten all about poor Rose and his haplew fste ! 

As soon as the Captain got his orders the old Qreene steamed out of the 
Capes and began to wallow in the trough of a " nor1east sea in January" 
down along the Hatteraa coast. Great Moses ! what a psndemonium that 
berthdeck waa with those 200 d c k  heavy artillerymen ! I will not 
endeavor to describe it. Some of their oflcers who did not succumb to the 
rnal de mer did all they could to comfort them, but to little purpose. 
They were nearly all sick until they landed on Federal Point. The usual 
experience of soldiers aboard a tmmport is anything but cheerful. Dur- 
ing the civil war "economy of transportation l 1  was the watchword, and 
the result was that in expeditions by sea the troop were almoet invariably 
jammed in the orlop or berthdecks of rickety old wooden steamers, where 
there was little air and no light or ventilatbn, and in these hell holes they 
would frequently be confined for a week st a time in the midst of horrors 
that reminded one of the "middle paesage " in a Congo slaveship. I t  h a p  
pened that our transport was not very much crowded in this expedition, 
but the men suffered enough. Clancey and I had hammocks swung on 
each side of the gangway under the break of the quarterdeck, where we 
certainly had plenty of "~entilation,~' as the place waa open at  the forward 
end and the weather was pretty cold. However, we had double blankets, 
and by sleeping in our overcoats managed to take comfort. We messed 
with the new and had excellent fare. Our Lieutenant, the Acting Ordnance 
00icer, was very sick, but Mike and I took tnrns attending him, so he got 



along pretty well. He used to eay to us between his re*@, "Great 
God ! what wouldn't I give to have the stomach8 that you boys have ! " 

Betweentimes we am& omaelvea LLspinning yarns '' with the d o r a  
Mike wasn't much on yarns, but I could hold my own with the oldest and 
saltiest Jack of them all in battle stories. I used to get the Btarboad watch 
after grub or the off-watch in 
the dog-watch change and 
tell them about " Bethesda 
Church " ; then some old pel- 
ter from the whaling days of 
Pu'ew Bedford would intempt 
me to inquim "Why the - 
didn't we tow them Rebel 
gum alongside after they had 
gone into their flurry and 
showed fin up ! l' Or some 
grizzly old m a n - o f - ~ a ~ ~ w  
would e x p d  the profound 
opinion that "It was a - 
poor crew that couldn't take 
poesession of a mat% as had 
struck her culors ! ' ' 

I m l d  alwaya capture the 
"old salts " with the atory 
of Cedar\ Creek, which wes 
vivid enough when truthfully 
told, but which became aver- TAxrao " JAQKY'B" CBEDULITY. 

itable legend of Gulliver the way I recited it to the eailormen of the old 
Greene with mitable embellishments. 

When I would get to the point where the Johnnies got on top of u s  
some of the old sslts would ainp out : 

"Yea; that's regular man-ol-war faehion ! They bonded you in the 
smoke ! " 

Most of theae d lo l s  were New Englanders, and so my description of 
the way the Vermonters and Stevens's old 5th Blaine Battery fought there 
would stir up their enthneiasm to a high pitch. 

"Betcher life," they would say, "that's the good old Ymkee style ! 
Mebbe them Rebels that used to brag about one Southerner whippin' five 
Yankees changed their mind8 aRer they'd been afoul of the Vannountern 
and Stevens's Maine Battery awhile ! " 

I don't know what there is about the forecaetle of a ship at  eea that 
promotes exaggeration, but it icl something. Under d h b r y  &cum- 
sta3lcee I was a fhirly truthrm boy. But as I related Get tysb~~g~ Spottsyl- 
vania, Bethesda Church and Cedar b k  to those jolly old salts under the 
topgallant forecastle of the Greene I never killed leas than five Rebels 
with my own hand in any battle, and sometimes as m y  as seven ! I 
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would "mow them down l 1  with canister in long swaths like gmm before 
the scythe ! Then I wonld polish off what might be left with my trusty 
revolver ! And if one happened to escape that double destruction I would 
brain him with the handspike ! I suppom that Jacky believed it all. If 
he did not, he wae too polite to make any disparaging remarks ! The 
storm abated after the second day out, and the next day but one we sighted 
Porter's fleet off the "New Inlet," or sea face of Fort Fisher. But of all 
the vile placeu that I ever tried to breathe in, the berthdeck of that old 
tamsport, with battened hatcbea, wae the vilest ! We got up to the anchor- 
age about 10 o'clock in the morning of the 13th, our old transport having 
fallen astern during the etorm. But we were just in time to see the land- 
ing of Terry's infantry on the beach above the fort. The heavy artillery- 
men h m  our tramport were slao landed, except an ammnnition detail, 
together with Mike and I, who were left on board, the heavies landing 
with their infantry equipment only. These heavy artillergmen, as well 
ae I can remember, were detachmente from the 1st Connecticut, the 13th 
and 16th New York and the 3d Pennsylvania But this landing on the 
beach wae something mi doll^^ It took nearly al l  day. All the steam 
lanches and small h t e  of the men-of-war and transports were engaged 
in it. I have since heard an English offlcer who was in the Crimea, md 
took great pride in the landing of the Anglo-French army a t  Eupatoria 
thrmgh the small surf of the Black Sea, say that there is nothing in the 
history of the debarkation of troop on a coast fit to be mentioned the 
=me day in comparieon with Terry's landing on that Federal Point beach, 
Jan. 13, 1865. As I still had my fieldglaes picked up on the field a t  
Spottaylvania, I could see almost the facea of the men in the boats as they 
rose and fell with the heavy rollere, or pitched and tumbled through the 
surf onto t,he 8and. Occasionally a h t  wonld be swamped or thrown over 
in the anrf, and then the boys would scramble up  the beach aa best they 
could. I heard there were aeveral accidente of men being strnck by the 
boat4 etc., and a few were said to have been drowned-these last mostly 
of Painels colored division from the Twenty-flfth Cow. Meantime Por- 
ter's fleet kept up a tremendous fire on the ees face of the fort, and swept 
the narmw neck of Federal Point above the fort with a tornado of shot, 
shell, shrapnel and heavy grape from their big guns, so that I believe a 
m o w  could not have croseed it alive while the troop were landing. The 
wind was from the northwest, and so, as our old tramport was anchored 
north of Porter's h t ,  the smoke drilled rapidly away from ns and left a 
perfectly clear view of the scene from 10 o'clock a. m. to 4 or 5 in the 
afternoon -at least, until near dark. 

We remained a t  this anchorage that night and the next day and night, 
but before daylight on the 15th got under way and steamed round to a 
berth nearer the point where the troop landed, as it was found that we 
were not quite out of range of the h s t r o n g  guns in the fort in our first 
anchorage. Howwer, from the fact that no effort was made to land the 
guns and ammunition of the siege trains, we all concluded that they mere 



going to try to take the fort by amault and by bombardment from the fleet, 
and, ae h m  our new anchorage, with the wind north, we could see every 
move, we prepared onueelvea for the grandeat qeotacie of our lives ; and 
eo it turned out to be. 

It may be imagined that we were all ae& on board the old bmport 
early in the morning of the 15th of January. The warship of Porter's 
fleet were forming in a great an, of a circle round the M fsce of the big 
fort. They would steam up one by one and take their poeitio~m like a line 
of battle of infantry forming up. I had never dcemhed of anythiig so 
grand. On the inner arc of this semicircle were those iron bulldoge, the 
monitoxa ; the old Monadnoclr, with her two turrets, the rest with one esch. 
The old ealta on board our transport knew all these s h i p  by their "nnm- 
bere," ae they were signaled from time to time. I took my station close 
to the old Signal Quartermastar of the Greene, and after I had overcome 
his gmfiess by variow "kind offices" from my well-atored knapeack, and 
told him I was descended from a race of Nantucket whalemen, he was a 
mine of "naval intelligence" to me. His name was Sigabee, and as he 
was Signal Quartermaster we called him "Old Sig, " for short. " Notiee 
them cheeseboxes there, hauling in shore,v he said, shifting his quid from 
one ,cheek to the other. "Them cheeseboxes is goin' right up  with their - forefoota in  the sand ; that's 

the way they doea They gets 
up as close ae the ground 'll let 
'em. See ! Thar's the leader 
now- that's the old Canoni- 
cue- I knows some of the 
boysinher-see! shebacks! 
She's rubbed her nose on the 

to apile their range. " 
Just then, pufT! p d !  and 

boom ! boom ! went the two _ -.- . 
3 - * b -  

had seen something in the 
"OLD 910 GOT HIS MhN-0'-WAB BLOOD UP." way of artillery practice, but 

nothing like this. I knew that every gun in those monitors could take one 
of our old Battery's light twelvq load and all, right into ita mnzzle, and 
fire it out again And how they roared ! It was not a fiem, quick bark 
like our old brass twelves, but a hoarse, prolonged, sullen roar, like blood- 
hannds ou a fresh track ! And then the wooden ships in  the outside circle 
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. began to open. By thia time the storm had subsided entirely, and the wind 
had been "blowing off shore " for 36 hours and had smoothed the water 
down so there was nothing left bnt the long swell. " 

The day was bright and clear, but cold and crisp, which made the smoke 
light, and the wind from the northwest lifted it quickly eeaward, so that the 
flash of every gun could be seen. I wouldn't have missed seeing that bom- 
bardment of Fort Fiaher for 10 yeenr of my life. It beat anything in history 
for weight of ordnance naed - even greater than the bombardment of the 
.Bebastopol forte by the English and French fleeta, because the grins we 
naed were so much heavier. I cannot d d b e  the d b h r g e a  of those 13 and 
15inch Rodman gum of the monitors, or the explosion of their great ehella 
in the air over the fort or among ita traverses To me i t  aeemed like firing 
meteom out of volcanoes. I hed hitherto thought that the long p e d o n  
h e l l  bolt of a fonrad-a-half-inch Rodman degegnn, which Ihad "gunned l 1  

a couple of timea in cannonades in t,he redan in the early part of ,the great 
mege was a big thing, but now I hauled down my colors. I would watch 
the turrets of the monitore through my glaes. They would turn their iron 
backs on the enemy to load, and I could distinctly see the big rammer staves 
come out of the ports. Then they wonld wheel round on a line with the 
fort, there would be two puffs of blue smoke about the size of a thunder 
.cloud in June, end then I conld see the big shell make e black streak tbron@ 
the air with a tail of white smoke behind it - and then would come over 
the water, not the quick bark of a field gun, but a slow, quivering, over- 
powering roar like an earthquake, and then, away among the Rebel travemea, 
there wonld be another huge ball of mingled smoke and flame as big as a 
meeting h o w .  

Aa the bombardment went on "Old Sig l1  began to get hia man-of-war 
blood up. I never eaw a more perfect illustrotion of the devotion of an old 
American eailor to a commander whom he liked. As the Canonicua a p  
paed to be in the vortex of the fight more and more, fmm her poeftion in 
the center of the ironclad line, and being temporarily aground, "Old Sig'sv 
excitement and wrath to a high pitch. 

I should explain here that whenever e merohsnt vessel was chartered 
with her own crew as a traneport during the war it  was the custom to de- 
tail one or two of the old man-of-wawnen as "Signal Quartermastersw on 
board of her. This wae because the trsneporte had to be manuvered by sig- 
nals, the eame as a man-of-war when in squadron, and merchant sailors or 
matea could not read the navy signals, aa a rule ; besides, I mppoee, they 
wonld not give out the aignal books except to regnlsrly-enlisted navymen. 
'These Signal Qnarte-rn when on board a tramport would he rated aa 
"Acting Sailing Masters, " which was a sort of promotion. Old Sigebee was 
.the only one aboard the Qreene on this occasion. 

So, as the fight waxed hot and the Canonicns seemed to be getting the 
brunt of it about noon on the 16th of January, old Sigsbee became a study 
for an artist. He would go to the end of the bridge and level his long 
pliotglass at  the Canonicus. Then he would see the fire fly from her iron 



aides as the big Armstrong and Brooke rib-bolta atrnck her. And then he 
would put his glaae under hia arm, bite off about an ounce of tobacco, 
which he would chaw as if he was eating his dinner, and would stride 
up and down the bridge of the ship like a caged lion, uttering the most 
frightful 08th I ever heard; damning his bloody eyes for ever "having 
taken an old woman's berth in - - sodger-ehip out of the line of 
battle, and ever and anon expreesing hia tirm belief that "Little George l 1  

(meaning Commander Belkap), the "fightin' little - - 9 -  

a-missin' Old Net, and wantin1 him to be there right now ! ' ' (His firet 
name was Nat or Nathan.) "See thst little round iron thimble on top of 
the cheeaebox, l 1  he would eay - mesning the fighting pilothonse of the 
monitor- "there's where Little George is, snd if I waa aboard vtith him 
I'd be there by hisside at  the wheel ! I know he'd have me at  the flghth1 
wheel ! I kin see him now peekin' out of the slob in the pilothonm, and 
he's probably got some - - of a, Quartermmter there by him that he 
don't like half so well as Old Nat, 'ca~ue I've knowed him smce he was 
knee high, and me and him is both New Hemphire sailors from the esme 
town, and you bet they've dl got a coat of aalt on their ekins an inch 
thick ! l 1  

The old man was a comical pictare all this time. He waa tdl and 
epere, with a rugged, atombeaten b, high cheek bones and a luxuriant 
growth of iron-gray whiskers that covered his throat, and spread out like 
a f 6  over the bosom of his heavy d a c k e t .  His voice was hoaree and 
rough, as if it  had been l d n e d  to rise above the roar of the waves and 
&nns of the ocean, and his whole air, gait and manner bespoke the thor- 
ough "old salt. l 1  He had, in fact, been a t  ses, either aa a New Bedford 
whaleman or as a man-of-wareman, for nearly 40 yeam a t  this time ; atill, 
his heart waa warn and his courage fmh,  asd when he sew hie "Little 
George "--as he died Co-der Belknap, of the Canonicue-in a fight, 
his feelings entirely go6 the best of him, and he charged up and down the 
bridge and litelslly "made a holy show" of himmlf; but thoee who aaw 
him could fully appreciate his mntirnente, and, in fact, shared them to a 
p t  extent. Poor old Nat Sigsbee ! I f w  that his race is dying out in 
the American Navy in theae timea 

Well, while this was going on, the infaintry was ma3dng rnahes along 
the eand beach toward the fort in two or three lines, running over each 
other and intrenching as they advanced, but I was so much engroeeed in 
the 15-inch gun practice of the monitors that I paid little attention to any- 
thing else. Finally, &r about three houm of this sort of rspid approache%, 
the leading infantry nearest the river began to reach round onto the Rebel 
ditches, and began a regular escalade of the land face of the work. The 
fleet now ceased firing, except a t  the Mound battery, south of the main 
fort. The Rebels had powerfbl ordnance in the fort, and when the bom- 
bsrdment began they replied with great spirit. But they eoon lost heart ; 
in fact, many of their gnna were diamonnted by the huge shells and shot of 
the monitors, so that by the time the infantry got up to the aeaault the sea 



face and all the land facs that the monitors conld get in reveree was com- 
pletely dismantled aa far as artillery was concerned, and the garrison of the 
fort was crouching in the bombproofs and behind the traverses. Imagine 
a cold, bright day in the middle of Jannary ; a low, esndy coastline, with 
a dull surf combing up on the beach ; e tremendous fort of the moet elabo- 
rate construction, with rampart6 in some places 30 feet high ; huge bae- 
tiom every little way ; deep-ted embrilenrea from which frowned the 
muzzles of seven, eight and 10-inch Armstrong and B m k e  rifled cannon 
and Colnmbiada ; and the doomed 5ag of the gallant Confederacy floating 
deiiantly from ita tall staff! 

Look, then, seaward, and see 60 steam men-of-war formed in a great 
arc of a circle, all stearning slowly to their anchors and rolling great vol- 
umea of smoke fmm their fmnele. Inside of this outer arc five or six of 
those low, black, snllen monitm " in line abreast, ' l as the sailors called it, 
slowly and M l y  creeping toward the fort, no visible sign of, life about. 
them, except now and then you could see an officerls head-come up over 
the breastwork or barbet on top of the turret. 

The snllen monitors never mid a word till their noses touched the 
beach, which was ae close as they conld get to their antagonist, and then- 
well, the like of it was never seen. From where our transport was anchored 
it looked as if the Canonicns, which was considerably n m r  to the fort than 
any other ship, must be within 400 y d s  of the northeast main bastion. 
I kept my glass trained on her all the time. I could see the 5n fly from 
her iron turret, deck and a i d s  when the big bolte from the Rebel guns 
etrnck her. It did not seem poeaible that anything made by human hands 
could stand it. At this moment the three single-turreted monitors- Can- 
onicns, Ssngue and Mahopac- were in a bunch together, the Canonicus in 
the center and ahead, not 1,200 feet from the great baution ! On one flank, 
a little farther from the fort, was the double-turreted Monadnock, and on the 
other, still farther:ont, was a great, enormous maas of iron, flame and smoke, 
which the old Quartermaster told us was the famous New Ironsidea, of' 
which we had red so mnch in the storiea of Fort Sumter. The Ironsidea 
was a " broaddder, l 1  and she had 11-inch guns, of which she carried eight 
or nine on each side. As her gum were lighter than those of the monitors 
and mounted in the ordinary way, she conld flre mnch faster than they 
conld, and so she wss pretty mnch a solid maea of flame all the time. 

The bombardment lasted from 10 a. m. till past 2 in the afternoon. 
Meantime quite a force of sailors and marines had been landed below the 
fort, but they were not a t  first in sight from our anchorage. By 2 o'clock 
the fire from the heavy guns of the fort had ceased. Many of them were 
dismounted, and the shells from the fleet had driven the Confederate Can- 
noneers to take shelter in their bombproofs. The fleet now suddenly ceased 
firing and began to blow their steam whistles, which made a din almost 
equal to the cannonade. This was the signal for aesault. At this time the 
infantry nearest the river had gotten up within 80 or 100 yards of the fort, 
and in order to get a clear view of the assault the sailors ap the transprt 



began to mount su, the rigging. "Old Sig1) took his etation in the main- 
top, together with W t  M c e r  EEanscomb, and by permieaion of this oflcer 
I climbed up too. The ship was rolling considexubly, which made the 
maintop a ticklish place for a landaman. 

Mike declined to try it at  all, aaying that he could eee enough ffom the 
bridge. The right of the line of men-of-war was now hauled in or ehortened, 
the veewls of the right division hllinginto a seoond line astern of the center 
divieion. Probably 15 minutes elspaed between the blowing of the whistlea 
and  the grsnd advance of' the infantry again& the north face of the fort. 
They did not encounter ao heavy a fire of mnfiketry a t  h t  as I expected 
to w, but the sailors end marinea who were aeeeultmg the sea face got cold 
lead in big dosea. From where we were it looked as if the enemy wae con- 
centrating his whole defense on the sea face. In leae time than i t  takea to 
write it the infantry had mounted the parapet neareet the river and jumped 
down into the works. We, of conme, suppoeed that thre wonld h b h  the 
business, and momentarily expected the toke- of surrender. But we little 
anderstood the nature of the fort. It was so travezaed and retrenched on the 
h i d e  that i t  really amounted to s line of small redoubte inside of one large 
fortress, and the continnone angry crackle of musketry, with dense volumea 
of  smoke rolling up from the inside, told that the garrison was defmdbg 
every inch of the works with desperate reeolution. At the time this looked 
like neeless slaughter, though in the light of subeeqnent hietory it appeara 
that the gallant g t m h n  was holding out in  the vain hope that Hoke's 
column from Wilmington wonld make a divereion in their favor ; though 
they mast have had a queer idea of what wonld bave been involved in an 
attempt to advance infimtry over that narmw sandspit, swept as it was 
from ma to river by the guns of 80 men4f-war ! 

However, the struggle inside the great fort went on until it aesnmed 
the  proportione of a regular battle, lasting until &r dark. The monitors 
kept throwing a shell now and then, but it  was dangerous bnsinese, as our 
troops had cleaned out about half of the enemy's txuveraes and they were 
slowly working their way through the others. Darkness did not end the 
combat, but the fitful flashes kept lighting np the crest of the long sand 
parapet and revealing the outline% of the traveraea and retrenchmente in- 
side. The monitors and New Ironsides aleo opened again with shell agrrinet 
the south end of the sea face, from which our sailors and marines had been 
repulsed, end for half or threequarters of an hour the sight was indescribs- 
bly grand. But about this time the wind lulled, ao that the smoke did 
not drift away, and the fort and the monitors lay enveloped in a huge pall, 
which, sdded to the gloom of the night, gave a weird effect to the h e h a  
of the 16inch guns and the blaze of the bmt ing  she& This lasted till 
a b u t  9 o'clock a t  night, when the musketry ceased inside the fort, end 
soon after the ships began signaling with different-colored rocketa, which 
made another beautiful spectacle. There was not much aleen that night. 
Shortly after the fort surrendered-say about 11 olclock-the gunboat 
Wilderness stood out and signaled the six transports of our division to get 
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under weigh and to follow her '' in line ahead, " as ' 'Old Sig " explained to. 
us. We then steamed slowly down astern of the outer or '' reserve line ' 
of the men-of-war, snd by daylight on the 16th anchored in Smith's Sound. 
We had hardly anchored here when orders were sent on board to prepme 
to land 12 of the siege guns, together with all the small-am and field ar- 
tillery ammunition, and half of the siege ammunition that we had. At 
the same time we saw the enemy preparing to abandon Forts Caswell and 
Johnston and evacuating the town of SmithviUe, which was about five 
milea from ne. 8everal of the smaller gunboate stood in cloee to Fort Cas- 
well and materially expedited the departure of the Confederate garrison, 
who retreated precipitately along the narrow neck of s a ~ d  in rear of the 
fort after blowing up ite magazine and setting 5re to the buildings inside 
the works. We re~~mined a t  this anchorage till the morning of the 17th, 
when h a t e  and scows came alongside in  tow of steamlanches to land the. 
guns and ammunition. The gnna were stowed in the hold, dismounted, 
with their mmhges, the wheels being taken off and the ammunition chest& 
disconnected. A line of about threeinch hawaer had to be paesed around. 
the gun below the trunnionsand brought together with a m h e ,  engaging. 
the m b e l  knob, so that the gun when dung would hang muzzle down ; 
then it was hoisted up out of the hold, passed over the side and lowered 
into the boat or scow alongside. As it reached the boat it  had to be steadied 
by the muzzle and let down m f h l l y  to a horizontal p&tion onto the skids 
provided for it, otherwise the Rodman siege piece wonld have made a hole 
through the bottom of the boat, and all would have gone down together. 
There was quite an "old swell l 1  running in through the new inlet a t  this 
time, so that it required pretty nice dculation to handle these heavy piecee. 
and their cumbmna carriages, but we got through with it  in two days, am- 
munition and all. Aa Mike Clancey and I superintended the whole work 
of debarking the siege gnns, in consequence of Lieut. Budd, Acting Ord- 
nance m c e r ,  being too sick to keep the deck, the Lieutenant called us to, 
his cot in the cabin and took down our names, with the batteries to which 
we belonged, ssying that he wonld mention our nama in his report for 
valuable servicee and meritorious conduct. But I never saw him after he 
landed the next day a t  Smithville, and do not know whether he remem- 
bered us in his report or not. But from what I saw of him during that 
voyage-in which he appeared a t  a disadvantage from his constant and 
severe seasickness- he struck me as a remarkable example of my invariable. 
luck in always getting with e x d l e n t  officers ! 

ARer we finished the debarkation of guns and ammunition I got a 
chance to go ashore a t  Smithville, which had been occupied by our troops. 
the night before. There wae nothing of interest there, and I soon returned 
to the ship with the First Ofiicerls boat. I was very anxious to get ashore 
on Federal Point, 80 as to inspect Fort Fisher and the Mound battery, but 
could not get an opportunity. The old transport remained at  her anchor 
in Smith's Sound a few days, when she was ordered to Fort Monroe, where 
we arrived in due time. I got a passa@;e to City Point that night on the 



. mailboat, and reported for duty at  the ammunition wharf a t  City Point 
again, having witnessed two of the wonders of warlike ennale: Firat, the 
landing of an infantry corpe on an ocean beach in a Jannary surf, and, eec- 
~ond, the bombardment and aeeault on Fort Fisher-two exploita without 
ysrsllel in history ! Whereupon I resumed the peaceful duties of counting 
.out and checking off deliveries of ammunition and the unloading of bargee. 
But I made the evening in our old ahanty lively for aome time with my 
anecdotes of the v t  expedition, my admiring and appredeting audience 
of jolly comrades-Burke, Holley, Nelson, Raee and Billy Wheaton. And 
ao the rest of the Winter of 1864-65 paseed away. 

About March 10 I wae relieved from duty a t  the wharf by a Veteran 
Reserve man and reported back to division headquartem Here a brief re- 
sum6 of what had happened since December may be interesting. During 
the Winter of 1864-65 the Fifth Corps had held the line h m  at  or near 
Fort Howard, acroes the Weldon Reilroed weatward to Poplar Spring 
-Church, and slao back down the railroad from Fort Wadaworth-near 
.Globe Tavern, where Warren had his headquarters, to Fort Dmbne,  nsar 
which was the Winter camp of the Artillery Brigade. When I5& re- 
.turned from the Valley campaign in November, 1864, there were no l a  
than 11 batteries in the brigade, 8ll in a pretty good etste of efficiency and 
.many of them fully recrnited up. They were, as before eteted, Phillipe's 
.6th Masaachnaette, Bigelow's 9th Maaeachnaette, Rawlea's (D and G )  6th 
Ftegnlsrs, Mitchell's (Stewart's B) 4th Regulars, Cooper's 1st Pennsyl- 
vania (then commanded by Liept. McMcClellan), together with Bab 
.tsriea B, C, D, E, H and L of the 1st New York. But now, as the old 
Fifth Corps had been selected to lead the advance of the army, "left in 
h u t , "  and was "stripped to the b d , "  the Artillery Brigade wae consid- 

.,ersbly cut down. The two Ma4sachnaetta batteries, three of the six New 
York btteriesand Cooper's (McClellan's) 1st Pennsylvaniawere left in the 
forte, and only Rawles'saud ours -Regulars-and Mink's, ~ohdson's and 
Rodgers's Bstteriea (H, D and B, 1st New York,) were ordered out in  line 

.of & m h .  The in&t&organizationsof the co&had changed agrest deal. 
The old Iron Brigade had ceaeed to exist as a separate organization. During 
the Fall of 1864 the remsiningof the 6th and 7th Wisconsin- now recruited 
beyond recognition by conecripta, etc. -and the 24th Michigan had been 
coneolidated with the mumants of Roy Stone's old Keyatone Brigade, of 
Gettysbnrg hme, and the whole waa commanded by Gen. Edward 8. Braggy 
formerly Colonel of the 6th Wisconsin. But in the Appomattox campaign 
the 6th and 7th Wisconsin were formed with the 91st New York into a 
Provisional Brigade under Col. Kellogg. Under them ci-cea the 
immortal old " Fighting Fitth " drew out of ita lines in front of Petersbnrg 
long before dayliiht on the 29th of March, 1865, stripped itaelf for bivouac 
and battle, cast a thought toward thousands of Northern homes, whispered 
.a hope for victory auci peace and started for Appomattox Conrthonse ! 



CHAPTER XIII. 

WE START FOE APFQMATI'OX-BBILLIANT OPERATIONS OF THE FIFTH 
CORPS - Fomt VIC~RIRS IN F o w  DAY? - MITCHELL WOUNDED 
-FIVE FORKS - CHABOE OF GBIFFIN~S DTVIBION -TOTAL DE- 
~TRUC~ION OF Prcxnm's FORCE- GEN. WARREN RELIEVED - 
THE FIFITI CORPS SYMPA~IZILS WITH HM-GEN. GRIFFIN 
TAKRS COBfDfAND-PURSUIT OF THE REBEL ARMY-JET- 
VILLE-LIQONTON - PBI~CE EDWARD COWTHOITBE - PROSPECT 
STATION - A ~ m a r a m x  - WE HEAD LEE OFF -THE WHITE 
F u a  - INCIDENTS OF THE SWRENDEIL 

E well nndeAtood that the movement 
on the 29th of March was designed to 
take Lee in the rear and b d  up hie 
lset remaining linea of communication 
-the Danville and Southaide Rail- 
made. We knew that Sherman's army - d i l y  thrashing i(s way m*h- 
md thmwh the c a m h  The 
univeml feeling among the tmpa  
was that Oxant's bulldog grip on Leels 
throat had a t  last begun to "tell." 
And we & knew that the music was 

-J I < / \  tobebythefnl lband!  Wewereall 
I thoroughly imbued with the grim, un- 

relenting spirit of "Old Unconditional Surrender. l' The F%h Corps tmpa  
were glad to swing looee from the trenches, and proud of their selection to 
lead the advance of the army, "left in frontv We moved rapidly during 
the latter part of the night to Ream's Station, and thence to Monk's Neck 
Bridge, over the Rowanty, where we halted to let the cavalry pass toward 
Dinwiddie Courthouse. In  the morning we,moved by the right h k  up 
the Quaker m, Griffin's Division leading. This movement was cautious 
and deliberate, it being Gen. Wamenls pnrpoee to develop the enemy with- 
out expoaing his own head of column or - to a surprise from the woods. 
which covered mmt of the ground. 

Speaking of the operations early in the morning of March 29, Gen. 
Humphreya in hie History eays that '' Gen. Warren, after advancing G&'s 
Division to within two milea of Dinwiddie Courthouse, withdrew it to the 
Qoaker Rosd, l1 eta I think the official report6 will show that only Bart- 
lett's Brigade waa advanced in that dimetion, and that the other two bri- 



gades merely stood in readinem to support Bastlett. If the whole division 
had gone Mitchell's and Mink's Batteries would have proceeded with it, 
as they were that day reporting directly to GrifEn, and I know that the 
betteriea remained on the Quaker Road just above the Vaughn Road junc- 
tion until paet noon. About 6 or 7 a m. Msj. Cope, of Warren's shff, 
m e  to GrifEn and, after a few words between them, Bartlett wae put in 
motion tow& the sounds of the cavalry skirmishing near Dinwiddie. 
Cope asked G* to lend him a courier, and I was ordered togo. We had 
not proceeded more than two milea when Maj. Cope sent a mesage to 
Gen. Wmen,  which appeased to be of some importance, as it resulted in 
the immediate withdrawal of Bartlett'a Brigade to the former position a t  
the junction of the Vaughn and Qnaker Roads. I have eince learned that 
this note informed Warren that Gen. Bartlett was satisfied from the indi- 
cations he had developed that the enemy's main force was still on the 
north side of Gravelly Bun, and that a prompt movement against them there 
would probably be more effective in  relieving the p r e s m  upon Sheridan 
than a direct support by part of the F'ifth Corps would be. As i t  is only 
about three-ad-a-half miles from the Vaughn and Qnaker Roada junction 
to Dinwiddie Courthonae, it will be seen that Bartlett's advance of nearly 
two miles, or more than half the way, must have fully developed the fact 
that the enemy in Sheridan's front was not in  heavy force. Bartlett 
moved along the Vaughn Road, croseed Cattail Creek and halted at a crose- 
roads about three-quartera of e mile southwest of the creek crossing, from 
which point Maj. Cope sent his meeesge back to W m n .  This point ie 
less than two milea east of Dinwiddie. 

So about noon Bartlett was withdrawn, and Gen. Warren ordered an 
advance on the line of the Quaker Road, informing Gen. GrBn that the 
enemy would be found about two miles ahead near an old steam sawmill, 
and that it was intended to attack and drive him into his intrenchmente on 
the White Oak Road, which was the most effective way that the M h  Corps 
could support the cavalry who were operating on our left. Gen. Warren 
stated that Gen. Meade expected him to make a lodgment on the White 
Oak Road a t  once, so as to separate the Rebel force at  Dinwiddie from Lee's 
main m y ,  and this was the object of our movement up the Qnaker Road. 
At this time, about 1 o'clock, Gen. Grif0n sent me, a t  Gen. Wainwright's 
request, to Mitchell, Mink and Kawles, whom I found with their batteries 
about half a mile up the Quaker Road. The General directed me to stay 
with the batteries, in readiness to bring back any messsge theymightwant 
to send to him, and to report back to him at  night if nothing happened. 
Receiving the General's orders, Mitchell, Rawles and Mink moved up the 
Quaker Road with GriiEnls Division, old B marching in the interval between 
Chamberlain's and Gregory's Brigades About 3 p. m. the flankers of 
Chamberlain's Brigade encountered some force of the enemy holding the 
woods on the left (west side) of the Qnaker Road, our head of column being 
then in the "steam sawmill clearing," a mile or so south of the junction of 
the Quaker Road with the Boydton Plank. These woods, or rather slashing, 



whm the larger treee had been cut down on the west Bide of the steam 
sawmill clearing, were full of log roads. Chemberlainls infantry deployed 
rapidly and drove the enemy's skirmishers back to their main line, but 
when the Battery attempted to follow they found the log roads obstructed 
by fallen trees. While they were working to remove these trees the Second 
Brigade (Gregory's) swarmed through the brush to support Chamberlain, 
and some of them fell out of ranks to help clear the roads. As soon as the 
grins could get through they went into battery in  the clearing west of this 
alaahing, where there was a home s m u n d e d  by outbuildings. At this 
moment Chamberlain's Brigade was hard preseed to the left and Gregoryle 
appeared to be in  some confusion, but in the main holding their ground. 

When the Battery gobout into the clearing Mitchell directed Vose to 
take the left section to the ieft, of the honae and form on the southwest 
side of it, while he himeelf, with the right section, under command of our 
Orderly Se-t, Henry Moore, passed to the right of the honse and formed 
in the edge of a small orchard of young peach treea north of it. When 
Mitchell had ordered Vose to form the left section below the house he told 
me to remain in the rear of the building till farther ordera The infantry 
out in the fields west and south of the ~ ' O ~ L B B  were firing pretty lively, and 
the "spat ' l  of half-spent balls against the clapboada was dieagreeably fre- 
quent. Meantime Vose had unlimbered hie section, and I heard "Old 
Betaey's'l voice for the h t  time since July, 1864. I could easily distin- 
gnish her from the other gun of the section, and it excited me a little. 
Perhap the heroic thing would have been to rush to my old gun and vol- 
unteer to help work her. But, judging from the way she talked, her 
family of 'stepchildren ' ' -the New Rsgnlars and recrnite - were treating 
the old lady well, and, beaidea, I wae not hunting for glory just then, not 
having lost any that I knew of. Therefore I remained behind the honse. 
In another minute Mitchell opened with the right section, and after firing 
two or three rounds he came riding around where I was, on his way down 
to the left section, leaving Henry Moore in command of the right. What 
a picture he was ! His fine featuree aglow with the light of battle, his 
dark-gray eyes fairly blsck and tla8hing ! He wore a splendid new uni- 
form glittering in scarlet braid, a crimson saeh, and morocco boots that 
came above his knees. Thus mounted on his brown stallion, who was 
curvetting h e l y ,  he certainly was a thing of beauty. He had reached the 
summit of his ambition, as he was now, for the first time, independently 
commanding in action the old Battery which had been literally his home 
for 11 yema ! ks he saw me he called out : "Hello, Cubby, what are yon 
doing here ? " 

'' Awaiting orders, air. l l 
' iComeonthen; comewithme!" 

, I confeaa that I couldn't see why I should go down into the field or 
what good I could do there or why the rear of the house was not about the 
best place for me just then, but there was no su-h thing as flunking when 
Mitchell said "come on," and so I wheeled the little mare and trotted after 
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him- with about aa many misgivings aa I ever felt in my Life. I wae en- 
perstitious enough to think that s fellow who went under lire. useleesly or 
u n n e d y  wss mom likely to get hit than under other cimmstancea 
However, choking down theae feelinge, I went along. Voee was right up 
in the section, between the guns, sitting his horse atitfly -West Point 
fashion-and the boys, recruits aa they were, were making the fur fly, and 
no mistske. Just aa we reached the caiaeons Vose chsnged front with $he 
left piece to fire to the left and the whole scene fiaahed upon us. 

Chamberlain's Brigade - consisting of only two regimen% the 185th 
New York snd 198th Pennsylvanis- being flanked on ita left and miled 
in front a t  the eame time, had fallen into mme confusion. Tbe Rebele were 
flghting aa well aa I hsd ever seen them flght, p&g close up and 5ring 
very rapidly.. Col. Sickle, commanding the 198th' waa riding up and down 
his line, brandishing hie ssber and shouting, in  the effort to hold his Penn- 
sylvanians to their work, when he end hie horse went down sll in  a heap, 
the Colonel bsdly wounded end the horse killed. At thie the regiment 
hastily fell back toward the woods, laving the 185th New York nnsup 
ported, end they retired also, though both were immediately reformed in 
the edge of the b m h  and brought forward spin in leae than 10 minutea 
by Gen. Chamberlain, who l i t e d y  "led his men," riding, sword in hand, 
clear out in front of his line. But during thie interval the section was with- 
out support, and the enemy made s determined effort to take it. Them 
waa the mmains of a fence in our front about UX) feet from our mnzzlee, 
along which a straggling growth of saplings and bush- stood ; and when 
they reached this they halted and delivered one of the moet dreadful blizzards 
of musketrg that I ever eaw right into the unsupported section. I don't s u p  

\ pose their nearest men were more than 60 yards from us, and their whole 
line-probably 200 or 250 yarda long-concentrated every bullet on us, 
They hit poor Mitchell in four placee, smashing his arm and tearing his neck, 
left shoulder and right side. This k t  shot broke mme of his ribs, but did 
not penetrate the cavity of the body -glancing from his ribs ! They killed 
the poor little Swede, Freytong, shooting him right through the head and 
also in the breast, so that he never knew what hurt him! And they 
wounded Nell Graham, mortally, I think, Cunningham and Jim McCsllsn, 
of our section, severely, snd two or three others slightly. Still the &ion 
stood its ground and enswered this blizzard with another blast of anister, 
and still another. By this time Chamberlain's renewed advance and the 
appearance of Bartlett's Brigade, or part of it, through the woods, took 
effect on the enemy, and, after aome straggling musketry from the line of 
the old fence, they broke and fled in great confusion back to their little 
breastworks on the Boydton Road. Bartlett's Brigade, being now clear of 
the woods, deployed a t  a double quick end charged after them. Bartlett 
carried their intrenchments on the Boydton Road in grand style, captur- 
ing about 200 prisoners, doubling their right fiank bsck nearly a mile and 
advancing to near the Dabney House, where he halted in coneequence of 
night coming on, which put an end to this conflict. 



Every one of the new men or boys stood their ground here in a manner 
worthy of the old Iron Brigade v e t e m  in their plmieut dayq and there 
was no more flinching or flickering at  Gravelly Run than a t  ~ntiAtam, 
Gettysbnrg or Spottaylvania ! So that the old Battery wound up its long, 
splendid career in a perfect blaze of glory. In  fact, I think that candor 
compels me to say that the ?mite stood up to it better then I did, because 
when I saw that line of Rebel mnzzlea come down I took to cover mighty 
quick ; but, perhaps, I knew better than some of them did what a Rebel 
1)lizutrd meant at  that range ! At all eventq knowing, as we all did, that 
"the jig waa nearly up," I had no stomach for being killed or crippled 
just a t  the end of the war. But my heart bled for poor hy tong ,  who was 
killed in  his t m k s  ; for Ellis Graham, who wse mortally wounded, and 
for Lieut. Mitchell, whom hard fate it waa to be crippled in his 33d battle 
and within 10 days of the collapse of the Rebellion. Ord. Serg't Henry , 
Moore onght to have been promoted for his behavior in  thia action ; he was , 
a welleducated man, of gentlemanly bearing, and had seen eight yeam 
continuous service in the Battery at  this time. I t  waa understood that 

' Gen. Wainwright recommended him, but the war ended m aoon that there 
was no chance for the recommendation to be acted upon. 

Mitchell was in the 11th year of his service, every day of yhich he 
had spent in the Battery. He had been Driver, Cannoneer, Gnnner, Chief 
of Piece, Quartermaster Sergeant, Orderly Sergemt, W n d  Lieutenant 
and Lieutenant Commanding. He had bean nnder fire with the Battery * 

in almoet every battle it had seen from the beginning of the war nntil this 
the 10th day before ite end. After he received his wounds he remained 
with the Battery until dark, and did not relinquish his poet until one of 
the brigade Surgeons had informed him that an attempt to remain a t  the 
front four hours, with its attendant fatigue and excitement, would cer- 
tainly coet him his right arm and probably his life. He then consented to 
be taken to the rear. He was taken back to the steam sawmill, where 
some of the First Diviaion ambulances had arrived. Here his wounds were 
dressed and pronounced not dangerous, and we made him as comfortable 
se we could nntil morning in one of the old sheds a t  the mill, when he waa 
put in  an ambulance and taken to the nearest stat ion on the Military Rail- 
way- the one at  the Squirrel Level Road, near Armstrong's Mill. I never 
saw him again. He died three yearsafterward, a t  Fort L&venworth. He 
had been promoted from First Lieutenant in the Battery to a Captaincy in 
the 43d Regular Infantry in 1866, and when that regiment was mustered 
out  i n  1868 he was retained on the Ligt, in view of his servlcea and his 
wounds, though most of the other officers were mustered out with the regi- 
ment. But he could not paas examination for active service, having one 
arm, one leg and one hand crippled, together with a wound in the side 
which never completely healed. 

Pausing a moment to give a parting word to the memory of thie noble 
man and splendid soldier, i t  suffices to say that hia death wss ss tragic ae 
& life had been heroic. 



As well aa I can recollect, John Mitchell waa born in Belfast, Ireland, 
about the year 1830. He came into our Regular Army in 1854, joining 
Battery B abont three yem before the Utah expedition. He served in 
the Battery aa private, Corporal, Sergeant and First Sergeant until August, 
1863, when he was made Lieutenant. He took command of the Battery 
f4  November or December, 1864, e n d i n g  Stewart, and retained the 
command until mortally wounded at  Gravelly Run, March 29, 1865. I 
say "mortally wounded," bearuse, thongh he lived three years A r t h a t ,  
hie death was c a d  by thoee wounds, and he never wae a well man after 
he received them. In pereon he was about five feet 10 or 11 inches high, 
of medium build, well knit and powerful, and in "fighting conditionv 
would weigh about 160 pounda He had a small waist and limbs, but hie 
shoulders were b d  and square. His featnrea were clean cut and re@- 
lar, and his complexion florid. He wore a very dark brown or sort of 
bmnzecolored mnstach. Hie hair was almost black, and curled when he 
let it grow to any length, though aa a rule he kept it cut ahort after the 
"old Regular" fashion. His eyes were large and dark gray, with heavy 
dark brows and long eyelaehea- the true Irish gray eye that noveliste ar, . 
love to describe. The whole expreaeion of hia featurea bespoke the benig- 
nity and genemity of hie nrrtnre. The only blemish in his face was that 
hie nose tnrned slightly to one side- a relic of hie early days in  the ranks, 
when some mnecular comrade had broken it in one of hie numerous fighta 
In h r a c t e r  he was the perfect soldier, " 5rat, laat and alwvays." There 
never waa a man of kinder heart, gentler natnre or sweeter disposition 
than he had. And never a man of quicker temper, swiiter hand or fiercsr 
conrsge! A good many veterans of Battery B are still living-perhaps 
60 all told -who knew John Mitchell, either aa a Sergeant or a Lienten- 
ant, and not one of them will diapute my view of his character. H e  

, waa simply all that a soldier, comrade, or man could be.. He had faults, 
like all of us, but they injured no one except himself, As an officer he 
could not help showing partiality toward men who had been with him a 
long time. Aa a man he was convivial to a fault, and no doubt hie ex- 
oeesee had something to do with hastening his untimely end. But that ia 
not for me to my. I can only say that John Mitchell wae one of nature's 
noblemen. I have elways aswiated him with Joaqnin Miller's poetic 
description of i i  Walker in Niarragna." Mitchell might easily have beem 

I 

just such a filibusterer ae Walker. He wae a soldiw aad -it must be said I 

-nothing else ! But such a soldier ! ! 1 
I 

For he waa true aa any star, 
And brave aa Yuba'a g r i~~l ies  are. 
Tall, courtly, grand aa any King, 
Yet simple aa a child at play, 
In camp and court the same alway, 
And never moved at anything. 
A piercing eye, a princely air, 
A preaence like a chevalier, 
Half angel and half Lucifer. 



A sash of silk, where flaehing swung 
A 8aber swift aa serpent's tongue. 
With brawn arm arched above his brow, 
Stood there- he stands that pioture now 1 
A faoe of blended pride and pain, 
Of mingled pleading and disdain ! 
Bpeak ill of him who will, he died- 
Say this mueh and be satisfied. 
I only say that he to me, 
Whatever he to others was, 
Was truer far than any one 
That I have known beneath the sun. 

I rejoice that I have the opportunity to pay this feeble tribute to his 
memory.' Lieut. Voee succeeded him in command of the Battery, and two 
other Lientenante were aeaigned to it temporarily. Voee had a "hard bil- 
let," following, as he did, James Stewart and John Mitchell in command of 
such a battery as that was. But it  is fsir to say that he 6lled i t  most credi- 
tably. The morning of the 30th of March was about as dismal as I ever 
saw. A cold rain had Mien all night end was still pouring down. The 
roads in$he soft soil of that region were universal qnagmirea. I t  was al- 
most impossible to build fires to boil our coffee ; our forage train was not 
up, so that we had nothing to feed our horses except the small rations 
carried with the batteries, and no one, from Gen. Griffin down, had 
the slightest shelter, except that furnished by the dripping treee. During 
the forenoon of the 30th I was employed by Gen. Griffin in carrying mes- 
sagee to the brigade commandere and communicating with Gen. Crawford, 
who was operating in the direction of the Boydton Plank Road. Complet- 
ing this work, I rejoined the artillery, and in the afternoon the three bat- 
teries were ordered to move up the rroearoad leading from the Boydton 
Plank to the White Oak Road with Ayrea's Division, and about 4 o'clock 
became engaged shelling the woods beyond a clearing called Holliday's to 
develop the enemy's position. We fired about 30 rounds per gun of shell 
and case, but with no reeult, except that afler we ceased Ayres's skirmish- 
ers opened up these woods and advanced through them to within sight of 
the enemy's intrenchments on the White Oak Road east of the Five Forks. 
They were opposed by the enemy in some force, and at  night fell back to 
the main position. Reporting back to Gen. G r B n  after dark, he told me 
to remain with the artillery until the next night, and then report to him 
again. About two h o w  before daylight on the 31st Griftlnls Division 
was relieved by Miles's Division, of the Second Corps, and a t  once pushed 
out toward the White Oak Road. Our Battery and Rawlesls were pushed 
on ahead, and onra, paeaing over a small branch of Gravelly Run, went in 
battery in what was known ras the Dabney Farm, abont 600 yards from the 
house, in sight of the enemy's intrenchmente and on the right of Ayres's * leading brigade, which was just deploying, Rawlea's halting behind the 
little branch. The enemy now sharply attscked Ayreals troops on the left 
flank, extending their attack toward the right where we wek, and nearly 
all of Ayres's Division gave way, falling back rapidly tow& the woods 



on the amth and the little creek on the east. Thia brought ns into action, 
and we opened with canister aa soon ae the retiring infantry had cleared 
our front. This, while it lasted, waa as handsome practice as the old Bat+ 
tery had ever ruade. The Rebels did not extend their at,tsek to our posi- 
tion, but doubled back Ayrea'a two brigades on the left, until they croeeed 
the creek But ae the infsntry next to us (pert of Withrop's Brigade) 
began to fall back toward the creek to avoid being taken in their left fiank 

DIA~RAM OF WARREN'S OPERATIONS PRECEDIRO FIVE Foaas. 
in consequence of the mtreet of the others, we limbered and fell back leis- 
urely to the north bank of the creek. Here we halted and went into bat 
tery again, Rawlea and Mink being in position on the other bank of the 
st- and the head of Griffin's infantry in  t,he act of deploying. 

Lieut. Johnson now came up with Richardson's old Battery (D, 1st 
New York), and he and Mink a t  once proceeded to Crawford's pnrt of the 
line, which was hard pressed. Johnson met with some delay, but Mink 
formed on a knoll fronting the c h r i n g  through which Cramford's 
were rewt ing ,  end, by excellent and rapid practice, filst with case and 
finally with canister, he checked the enemy, inflicting much lom and en- 
conraging Crawford's troop to rally. 

1 



RACE BETWEEN MINK ASD JOHNBON. 343 

When Mink and Deloea Johnson started with their batteries to rein- 
f o m  Crawford, there was a narmw strip of woods, fringing a small stream, 
in their front. The semblance of a road led through this brush ; but old 
Charley Mink, knowing a good deal abont Virginia wood roads, refused to 
attempt it, and calmly hauled his battery abont threequarters of a mile to 
get around the head of the brook and the end of the timber, while Delose 
Johnson, with his usual impetuosity, and anxiog to get into action first, 
plunged hie battery into the wood road, where he was directly entailgled 
with fallen trees, dense brush and a swampy creekbed, so that he could 
neither advance nor turn round to retrace his step. The m l t  was that. 
Mink got the lion's share of the glory a t  the White Oak R o d ,  while 
Deloss Johneon, with old Battery Dl was struggling, tugging and swearing 
vainly in the brush. Gen. Wainwright, in hia official report, makea a refer- 
ence to this which, to persona on the spot and conversant with the facte, is 
almost comical. He says : 

The Second and Third Divisions belng driven baok in considerable confu- 
don from the White Oak Road, Mink and Johnson were advanced as rapldly aa 
poesible through the woods to positions commanding the croaaing of two small 
streama. The position taken up by Maj. Mink was an excellent one, com- 
manding a amall open fleld and the woo& beyond, through which the enemy 
waa advancing. His praatice was most admirable, and inflicted severe lose an 
the enemy. Johneon's Battery waa almoet completely in the woods, and the 
enemy did not come within fair view of his pieces. 

I t  will be noticed that Gen. Wainwright aays that Johnson was L'in 
the woods. l 1  I should aay he was ! Aa we would say nowadays, he mas 
"in the soup ! l 1  He started on a with Charley Mink to see which 
should get in action first, and Charley took the roundabout road through 
the fields, while Deloes plunged into the woods. Mink got there and had 
the honor of performing the last importent action done by the artillery of 
the Fifth Corpe. Deloss Johnson, however, by dint .of hard swearing, 
heavy log rolling m d  cordmying a small awamp, succeeding in getting 
old Battery D out into the clearing in time to Are a few case shot a t  the 
retreating enemy. Deloee wae one of the most meritorious officers in the 
Artillery Brigade, and had worked his way up from the ranks to the com- 
mand of the battery. His boys said that when they had to clear the road, 
he dismounted and jumped in to help them move logs, h n d ~ i k e  in hand. 
He waa not above medium size but very powerful, and the boys of Battery 
D mid that when he began to hear Mink's guns out in the clearing he 
would double up a good sized oak handspike as if i t  had been a toothpick, 
l a i n g  at  an obdnmte log ! 

It might be inferred from the tenor of Gen. Wainwright's report, as 
above quoted, that Johnson did not have m y  &are in the battle of the 
White Oak Road. Bnt the General refers to the first phase of the adion 
only, when Ayres was driven back. dfter Johnson got his battery into 
the clearing he advanced with the left brigade of Clawford's Division, 
and in the latter part of the battle was sharply engaged at  close range 
right in front of the White Oak intrenchnlenta, where at  leaat two of 



hb men-Gieorge Pike and Lew Stockwell-were badly wo1111del, and 
I think others were hit. 

Gen. Thomas F. McCoy, of the 107th Pennsylvania, ssys of this sffair 
in a letter to the author : 

Ayres's Divlslon moved forward toward the WhlteOak Road early in the 
day, and after some time Crawford oroesed the little run, then flooded by the 
rains of the night and morning, and advanoed on the left of Ayres and did not 
more than get into line of battle when Ayres's Division gave way, paesing 
Crawford's right. Qwyn's Brigade making an effort to rally on Baxter's Bri- 
gade, then engaged with the advancing enemy on a full charge, but falled to 
make the stand, thus leaving our right in the air without any support. $N 
Crawford's line waa neoesaadly foroed back, and it aeemed for a time aa if the 
left of the corps was going to be turned and doubled baok. There waa a half 
mile or more of good fighting ground in the open, and effort after effort waa 
made to rally the troops. Qen. Warren waa on theground displaying hie usual 
coolness, skill and gallantry in uniting with such ofecera aa rallied around him 
in efforts to stem the backward movement. At length Mink's Battery oame to 
our aid on a little eminence south of the run, and with the stimulus imparted 
by it the enemy was cheoked in their farther advance, and agood position waa 
aeoured for reforming our linea. This battery did the thing that waa above all 
things needed a t  this time. I t  waa a good thing to have artillery about, aa its 
very presence gave We and confidence to the troops. 

While another advance was in preparation Qen. Meade oame up and gave 
stimulus to this movement. I t  was probably about a o'clock in the afternoon 
when the lines were reformed, with some of QrifBn's Division, Chamberlaia'a 
and Gregory's Brigades, I think, taking the place of Ayres's, and with Craw- 
ford's Division on the left in support, and over about the same ground aa he 
oacupied the eurly part of the day. The advance waa in good force and in good 
style, and was u great success, the full purpose having been aocomplimhed ; so 
that the day, beginning in a rather gloomy way, closed with joy and rejoioing, 
and with the White Oak Road in our poseesaion. 

I t  was while these movements were in progress that Sheridan, having poe- 
session of the Five Forks, was attacked and forced baok to Dinwiddie. Being 
but two or three miles to our left, and partially to our rear, we heard the Uring 
and could tell how fhe thing waa working and threatening disaster to Grant's 
plans. Sheridan's oavalry force waa about 10,030. He had a t  this time no in- 
fantry under his command. He waa confronted by some of Lee's bestinfantry 
and most of his cavalry, and judged i t  prudent to give ground, fall back 
gradually, and while so doing call on the General-in-Chief for infantry support. 

I n  the murse of an hour or so Griftln's infantry was all up and began 
to move forward over the ground which Ayrea had abandoned, Chamber- 
lain's Brigade now leading and Gregory's following, our Batteryadvancing 
in the interval, or mther keeping pace with Gregory's right front. Chamber- 
lain had a sharp brush with the enemy's skirmish line a t  and about the 
Dabney House, but soon routed them, and Gregory's Brigade, mvinging 
rapidly to our right and then deploying by the leR h k ,  crossed the road. 
Meantime Chamberlain assaulted the trenches in his front and carried 
they,  and Gregory moving toward him, with his line a m  the road, they 
caught the remains of the Rebel leR wing between them and mptured some 
200 or 300 prisoners, with a flag or two. This was called the battle of 
the White Oak Road. We  took no part in  the latter half of it, except to 
be on the pound, the operations of the infantry being so rapid that them 



wm no occasion for artillery 5re. Lieut. Vose commanded the Battery in 
this affair. He handled it in good shepe, and seemed to be very prond of 
ita behavior during the brief period of his command. Bingularly enough, 
thongh serving two years and two months in the Regnlsr artillery, I had 
not been under the command of any West Pointer but him, and was under 
his command only two days, March 30 and 31. Of the flve officers I had 
known in Battery B, three-Stewart, Davison and Mitchell - were rankers ; 
one, Goodman, was a detached volunteer officer, and Vose alone was from 
the MiLitrtry Academy ; while of the three officers I had known in Battery 
M, two, McRnight and Baldwin, were appointed from civil life, and the 
other, Fred Robinson, was a ranker. As previously ordered, I reported 
again that night to Gen. G-n, and never served with the guns after the 
battle of White Oak Road. In this battle Elmer Babcock, a Corporal in 
Mink's Bsttery , was killed. He and I had been acquainted before the war. 
He wasolder than I, but we were very good fiends, and I was much pained 
at his tragic death so near the end of the war and after escaping so many 
perils. Poor Babcock was the laat man killed in the Arbillerg Brigade of 
the Fifth Corps. 

According to history aa written there was nothing worthy the name of 
a battle in this campaign except Five Forks ; but the fwt is-and mme 
day a better writer and more experienced soldier than I will make it con- 
spicuous - that the really decisive battle of that campaign was fought by 
W a m n  and the Fifth Corps, with ita three divisions and ite flve batteries, 
a t  the White Oak Road ; and that Five Forks, the next b y ,  was simply a 
general rout of the enemy which the battle of the preceding day made 
possible. Personally I fake much pride in thew battle8 of March 29, 30 
and 31, because they were fought by the FiRh Corpe alone, without support 
£mm any other troops, with no cavalry, under the most -cult and trying 
conditions of weather and ground, and againat an enemy moat of the ti& 
quite equal in numbers and vastly superior in @tion and local circnm- 
stances. The force of these obeervations will be felt when I ssy that the 
total 1- of the Fifth Corps in the Appomattox campaign were 2,600, and 
they were divided between days as follows : 

Gravelly Run, Maroh 29.. .......................................... 828 
Boydton Road, March 80. .......................................... 1 I  
White Oak Road, Mamh 31 ........................................ 1,480 
Five Forks, April 1.. ............................................... ga0 

Total .......................................................... 
So it will be seen that nearly three-fiflhe of the entire loeeea of the c o w  

in the vhole campaign were suffered at  the White Oak Road. The Con- 
federate force encountered by the Fifth Cory on the 31th of Biarch con- 
W, according to their own accounts, of the five brigadea of McGtowan, 
O d e ,  Hunton, Wise and Ramom, with Munford's cavalry command, 
thongh the latter does not appear to have exercieed much influence on the 
fortunes of the mmbat. 

The total Confederate force in action at  the White Oak Road was very 



nearly 10,000 as spainst about 13,000 effective of the Fifth Corps. But as 
we were on the offensive, in woods or against slight earthworks most of the 
time, this slight diedisparity of nnmberrfwas more than equalized. However, 
it is n w e a a q  in delineating these movements to say that Miles's Division, 
of the Second Corps, was opemting on our right, and aaaulted the Rebel 
worka near Bnrgeas's Mill with sumvia, which, without doubt, facilitated 
Warren's victory at  the White Oak Koad proper. Gen. Sheridan had noth- 
ing whatever to do with these operations, the movements of the Fifth Corpe 
being up to this time directed exclnsively by Wamn, acting under the 
orders of Gen. Meade. Comparing the two engagements of the White Oak 
Road, March 31, and Five Forks, April 1, we find that about the same 
numerical etrength of Confederatea was engaged in each fight, say, from 
10,000 to 11,000 in m d  nnmbera The Union form at  White Oak was 
the 13,000 men of the Fifth Corpe. At Five Forks it was the 11,000-odd 
remaining of that corps, with about the same number of Rheridan's cavalry, 
or something more than 20,000 strong. 

The battle of White Oak be* abont 2 o'clock in the afternoon be- 
tween forces nearly equal, was desperately contested, with varying for- 
tunes, till dark, about five hours, and resulted in cutting off the right &ink 
of Lee's army fmm ita main body. The battle of Five Forks began &r 
4 p. m., wsa a total rout of the enemy from start to h i s h ,  and was over by 
7 o'clock. Hence I my that the stubbornly-conteated and dearly-bought 
victory of the White Oak Road, March 31, made the total rout and magnifi- 
cent triumph of the next day a t  Five Forks poeaible ! And yet its name is 
hardly known in history as thus far written. 

As soon as the enemy had been driven behind the White Oak Road, 
Bartlett, about dark, was pushed out to our left across the country eome 
twu-and-a-half or three milea in the general direction of Five Forks, Maj. 
Cope again accompaaying him. About 10 o'clock a t  night Bartlett per- 
ceived that he had overlapped the rear of a force of the enemy's cavalry, 
whose campfires could be seen on a small wooded ridge just across a little 
branch, in which the Rebel c&vaLrymen wereat that moment watering their 
h o w .  Betielied that the p m n c e  of his brigade had not been detected, 
Bartlett instantly Man dispoaitione as noiselessly as possible to surprise 
this force ; but just as the whispered order - "Forward ! Be careful ! " 
was creeping along the line an order came from Gen. Meade to withdraw 
the brigade and rejoin the rest of the division in its bivouacs. Bartlett 
always said that if bIeade had let him alone he would have stove that Rebel 
cavalry command to pieces in half an hour. It eflerward proved to be 
Munford's Brigade. Upon comparing notes after the surrender .i t  was 
found that the enemy a t  the time Bartlett was preparing to atttqk him was 
totally unconscious of his presence, and did not dream that there was a bri- 
gade of v e t e m  infantry 2,000 strong within rifle shot of his bivouac. The 
Rebels freely admitted that such an attack as Bartlett propoaedwonld have 
thrown them into hopeless and helpless confusion, and mast have resulted 
in the capture or dispersion of the command. 



Leaving m l l  the batteries in the position occupied during the night of 
the 3184 the bhutxy of Crawford's Division, followed by Ayres's and Grif- 
5 ' 4  moved long before daylight on April 1 from their muddy b i v o m  
along the White Oak Road and took a beeline acmes the fields and throagh - 
the woods toward B o h u ' s  Crce13roada, a diatanca of about five miles, 
where the head of the column arrived about 7 o'clock'and found there 
the three divisione of the Cavalry Corps, with which Gen. Sheridan was 
prewnt. Sheridan made some inquiries about the poeitione of the other 
divisions of the Fifth Corps, and wormed GrBn that as soon as the Fii%h 
Corps was all up and the men mted a little he proposed to put him and 

I 

Crawford in on the left flmnk of the enemy's works, acrces the White Oak 
Rosd, to turn that flmnk and 
take them in revem, while 
he wonld attack in front with 
Ayres's Division, and the di 
mounted cavalry wonld dem- 
onstrate heavily in their front. 
Gen. Sheridan's explanation 
of his plen and description of 
the ground was very clear and 

; precise. I n  the meantime 
Crawfxdys Division came up 
on our right front and massed 
in the fielda aat of Boiaaau7s 

the west side of the road to 
our left. Geu. Warren was 
on the ground a t  this time, 

iden, Warren, A y q  G r i h  
Tale COUR~IL 0s WAR. and Crawford - each made 

liWe dhgmma of the mula and the ground involved in the proposed move- 
ment. This was m l l  done before 1 o'clock, by which time the troops were 
all up and massed in column of brigades in their designated positions. 
They were now ordered to stack a m  and rest themselves a little. 
After this conference Gen. Sheridan rode over to the lefi where the dis- 
mounted cavalry wae. The distance from where the Fifth Corp  waa 
halted to the enemy's intrenchments along the White Oak Road was &out 
one and one-half or two miles. It must have been 3:30 in the afternoon 
when Crawford's Division began to move toward the White Oak Road. 
Our Division (Griffin's) moved about 4 o'clock, Gregory's Brigade leading. 

As the question of time involved in the dispositions of the FiRh Gorp 
a t  Five Forks has an important bearing on the unfortunmte-and, ae 
every one in that corp  thought, nnnecessary -controversy between Gens. 
Wsrren and Sheridan, it  is proper a t  this point to review briefly the & 



amstances of the march and the condition of the troops on the morning 
.of April 1. The dietance marched by each of the three divisions wae 
abont alike, Crawford having slightly the longeat route. On an average it 
was between four and five milea. The line of march waa acnm country 
and much of the way in broken ground formed by the hesdwaters of Grav- 
elly Run, entirel? impracticable for artillery and very difficult even for 
infantrg. The work of the troops up to that time M been inwsemt since 
midnight, March 28. Between that time and 4 o'clock p. m. the 29th 
they had marched from the Petemburg lines by roundabout roads to the 
%team awmill clearing on the Quaker Road, nofth of Gravelly Run, cross- 
iag that stteam twice. Between 4 o'clock and dark they had fought the 
battle of Gravelly Run. From, eay, 10 p. m. the 29th to 3 a. m. the 30th 
they had got such rest as beds in soft mud and under a cold, pouring rain 
might afford. From 3 a. m. to 3 p. m. the 30th they were marching to- 
ward the Boydton Plank Road junction, manuvering a good deal and skir- 
mishing ; and between 3 p. m. and dark they had fought what is known 
am the battle of the Boydton Road. The night of the 30th waa ampetition 
o f  the 29th. Perhaps six hours were spent in cooking coffee and sleeping. 
They were turned out a t  3 a m. the 31st and moved toward the White 
Oak Road. From 10 o'clock till dark they were engaged in the battle of 
%he White Oak Road, which was heavy enough to involve all three divb 
ions, lasting till after dark and musing severe 106% The movement was 
continued till aRer 9 p. m., and they were turned out on the morning of 
April 1 for the advance to Five Forks as early ae 2 a. m. Therefore, from 
midnight March 28 to 2 a m. April 1 waa 98 hours, during which not 
to exceed 18 had been devoted to rest or refreehment, while 80 hours hsd 
been spent in the most toilsome and distressing mamba in  mud and rain, 
by night and by day, and in fighting three battles, of which the combined 
,caenalties had been abont 2,000 out of a corps numbering abont 13,000. 
Under these circumstances, the wonder is not that they should have re- 
. q u i d  some time to make the march to Five Forks and effect the disposi- 
tions for that attack, but that they should have been able to move a t  all. 
These statements are offered simply aa facts, known, to every one who wae 
;there in the Fifth Corps. They carry their own comment. 

In explaining his plan to the corps and division commanders Oen. 
Sheridan asid that he had not closely reconnoitered the Rebel poeition, for 
fear of disclosing our preaence in force, which they wonld readily infer 
from a close reoonnoieaance. However, he said that he wae satia5ed that 
their intrenchments along the-White Oak Road extended abont 1,000 yards 
east of Five Forks, or near to the junction of the Church Road, cmd so, if 
Ayrea wonld move straight to his front he wonld strike their line right in 
the face, and if Cwwford wonld move, guiding on Ayreels right, he wonld 
.strike about a t  the angle of their "return, l 7  or where their Line was " re- 
fused " to the leR on the White Oak Road. In the meantime he (Sheri- 
dan) would put the cavalry (dismounted) in on both sides of the Din- 
.widdie Road and push them close up to the front of the Rebel works as a 
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demonstration, but that the red work muat be done by the "strong arm 
of the service l 1  (I use his exact expression), the infantry. I remember his 
mying to Griftin just before he left us to ride over toward the cavalry : 
"Now, advance your division carefully, and be ready to support either 
Ayres or Crawford with all your tmps or with one or more of your bri- 
gades, as your judgment msy dictate. My idea is that Crawford will strike 
the angle of their ' return intrenchment,' and in that case he will need the 
support, as it is my purpme to turn their left h k ,  and not only that, but, 
if we run over their works, to sweep along their line in revenre on the White 
Oak Road, etc., and I a h  recollect thinking it very queer that Gen. Sheri- 
dan ahould be giving directions or making suggestions in person to a di- 
vision commander of the Fifth Corps when Gen. W m n  was present. I 
will not undertake to eay whether Gen. Sheriden miacalcnlated the length 
of the enemy's intrenchments, or whether Gen. h w f o r d  obliqued too far to 
his right in advancing, but I know that Crawford's Diviaion slid by the lea  
flank of the Rebel works, missing them by over a quarter of a mile, and 
that our (Griftin's) division, following hwford ,  did the same thing, while 
Ayrea with his little division, which was hardly stronger than Bartlett's 
Brigade, of our divieion, struck the angle of the Rebel works. 

At this time Ayresls Division was as follows : Winthropls Brigade, 
5th New York veterans (Dnryeals old regiment), 15th New York Heavy 
Artillery and 140th and 146th New York ; the Maryland Brigade, lst, 4th, 
7th and 8th Maryland, and Gwyn's Brigade, composed of the 3d, 4th and 
6th Delaware consolidated in one regiment, and remnants of four Pennsyl- 
vania regiments s imih ly  consolidated. The whole division did not have 
more than 2,000 or 2,100muskete. Our division had about 5,000, of which 
Bartlettls Brigade formed at  least half, the other two brigades of Gregory 
and Chamberlin having not much more than 1,000 or 1,200 muskets each, 
a t  this time. But Bartlettls Brigade con&sted of the remains of eight regi- 
m:nts-20th Maine, 1st and 16th M i c h h  326 Meseachnsette and 8313, 
91st, 118th and 155th Pennsylvania, with the 1st Maine Sh&rpehootem at- 
tached. Crawford had three brigadea The First was Kellogg's, made up  
of the surviving r e m m t e  of the old Iron Brigade, the 6th and 7th Wis- 
consin, together with the 9lst New York ; the Second waa Baxter's, 16th 
Maine, 39th Maasachuaette, 97th New York and what waa left of the 11th 
Pennsylvania vetems and the 107th Pennsylvania ; the Third waa com- 
posed of the 94th, 95th and 147th New York, four companies each, the 56th 
and 88th Pennsylvania mnsolidated, and the 121st and 142d Pennsylvania 
consolidated, and waa commanded by Col. Richard Coulter, commonly 
called by the men ' ' Big Dick. l 1  In this shape the immortal old fighting 
Fifth Corps squared off for ite last battle ! Gen. Griffin said that the Fifth 
Corpa had 9,200 muskets after the battle of Five Forks, of which his di- 
vision numbered about half. As the loeses were 634 in the battle the corps 
waa doubtleea about 10,400 strong, oficers and all, when we went i n  

Advancing according to Gen. Sheridan's program, Crawford c& 
the White Oak Read eaeb of the enemy's intrenchment, and kept on in the 





woods, Griftln following, until our division had got perhaps a qnarter of a 
mile north of the White Oak Road. Crawford marched more rapidly than 
we did, bemuse Griffin, having been ordered by Sheridan to hold himself 
i n  readin- to support either Crawford or Ayrea, as cHxasion might require, 
kept holding his head of column to see what might happen. Following 
Gen. Grifiin through the woods, I could see that he was in doubt and 
much disturbed in his mind, because, according to program, Crawford 
should have strnck the Rebel angle a t  the White Oak Road, whereas both 
divisions had now rrossed that road. He slowed the m h  of his colnmn 
and sent an Aid up to Gen. Gregory to tell him to halt his brigade, which 
was leading, and to wheel on his left as a pivot out into the Sydney Farm, 
and, if the enemy was there, to attack them. At this moment Gen. Grifiin 
was with one of the brigade commanders, either Bartlett or Chamber- 
lain, and as the division halted he started to say something. He had just 
begun his eentence when blizzard after blizzard of mnaketry aounded close 
in our left rear! 

Listening a moment, Grillin said : " Ayrea has struck their works I 
We have psssed their flank ! l 1  

By this time the head of the column of Chamberlain's Brigade had 
come up, and Grif6n halted it. At the same moment an officer - I think 
it was Col. Newhall, of Sheridan's staff- reached Griffin with Gen. Sheri- 
dm's  compliments and inquired where Crawford was, which Griffin was 
unable to tell him. Gen Griffin an+ this officer rode out to the edge of 
the clearing of the Sydney Farm, where the whole situation flashed upon 
them. During this time eeveral staff oacers from Sheridan - Col. Mike 
among them-got to Gritan with the news that A y m  had struck the 
Rebel works, had been checked, and was refom'ing his division for another 
m u l t  ; that our division was already acrose the enemy's rear, and for the 
sake of - - , as (31. Mike put it, with more eloquence than elegance, 
to wheel the division into the clearing and "give it to 'em." P a w n  
Gregory was already out in the Sydney Clearing, and had struck a line of 

LEGEND OF DIAGRAM. 
A-Ayres, flrst position. 
C-Crawford, flrst position. 
G-Griffin, flmt position. 
A2--Ayres striking Rebel works. 
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dark. 
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b and g-Bartlett and Gregory 

wheeling into Sydney Clearing. 
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breaking the Rebel line. 
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lett and Gregory. 

D D D-Our dismounted cavalry 
skirmishing and demonstrating in the 
enemy's front. 
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dan explained his plan. 
P-Dotted line showing what Sheri- 

den evidently thought was the extent 
of the Rebel works. 
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slight b&worka that the enemy hsd thrown up there to protect his left 
m r ,  and his brigade had been checked. Then Gen. GdBn, aa s e n  aa he 
aaw t h b  situation, ordered Chamberlain, who was W y  wheeling to the 
left, to take the return of the enemy's work in reverse and connect with 
Ayres's right, as it was now plain that we were obliquely in rear of their 
works, and that, by quickly connecting with Byre, who wse attacking 
them in front and on their left 5 d ,  we could ''shut up on them like a 
jackknife." Chamberlain, however, saw the sitnation ae well as Gritlin 
did and yas  in motion M y .  Gregory's Brigade appeared to have been 
slightly checked by the 5rst 5re they received, and as Bartlettls larger 
brigade was wheeling in two lines of battle on difficult ground it waa nec- 
essary for it to move deliberately in order to avoid dislocation. Therefore 
two couriers-Hyatt and myself- were sent to Gregory with the message 
to hold the ground until Bsrtlett conld reach him. Trying to m h  Gregory 
bye  ehort cut across the enemy's right front, not more than 200 yards from 
hia skirmishers, Hyattls horse was shot under him, m that he had to go 
back to headqnarters on foot, lugging hia saddle. Meantime I got to Gen. 
Gregory, who waa a t  that moment riding along the line of the 188th New 
York, and delivered the message. It was not n e e . ,  however, ae he waa 
doing the -me thing of his own motion - waiting to attack in concert with 
Bartlett. As soon as the P a w n  saw Bsrtlett's front line emerge from the 
wooda he ordered his brigade forward again. 

Bartlett had a huge fellow posted aa L'markerll on the objective 5auk 
of his 5ret line, and he stood there with the butt of his musket up in the air 
just as if thia wss a review, while the General himself kept in front of the 
wheeling flank, his horse curvetting in fine style and he marking time with 
his saber. But yon muat Bear in mind that all this was being done under 
musketry fire a t e  range not exceeding 280 or 300 yards from two brigadea 
of the enemy who occupied the revem works of their line. I wish I had 
the power to put on a v a a  the pictum that my memory holds of Gen. 
Joseph J. Bartlett sa he wheeled his old brigade into the Sydney Farm a t  
Five Forks, and squared it for its 50th battle, ita last charge and its h l  v i e  
tory. Having wheeled about they sqnared up their formation, and then it 
was, "Forward, right oblique l 1  (as they had to take ground to the right), 
and then ''Quick, march!" "Double quick! ! " and "Charge! ! ! l 1  And 
with the last order Bartlett spurred to the right of his line, swung his saber 
and shouted ''Come on, now, boys, for God's sake! ! l 1  At this I folgot 
all about my dntiea to Gen. Griffin and, being seized with uncontrollable 
enthnsiaem, spurred my little mare along aRer Bartlettls big dapple-bay 
home, regardlees and oblivious of everything except the row that was on 
hand. I never knew an officer who had such power to inspire men in 
action or aa much magnetism of personal presence aa Gen. Bartlett had. 
I knew t h b  nothing conld stop that old brigade then. Meantime the 
Fighting Parson (Gregory) and hia little brigade, which had only men 
enough for a single line of battle, were ready, and when Rartlettls con- 
nected with them the two went over m d  over and through and through 



the Rebel reverse works like a cyclone through a K m w  village ! Well, 
the wreck of the two Rebel brigadea which were in thorn worka-some of 
Bnshrod Johneon's Division - wae i n d d b a b l e .  I had seen the Rebela 
driven many times, but never saw them "quit and thmw up the sponge l 1  

EW they did here a t  Five Forks ! ! Ordinarily they would either rnn or re- 
tire in some kind of order, but here they simply threw down their muskets, 
threw up their hands and quit ! 

Then, for the tlrst time, ae I jumped my mase over their poor little 
breastwork of raila and bmah, following Bartlett, I began to realize that the 
end was nigh snd that peace wae at  hand. Somehow I felt sorry for them. 
I could not help it. Of &urae I knew they were in the wrong, and that 
their rebellion against the Government and attempt to divide the Union 
wae a crime ; but they had fought so gallantly and suffered so gamely that. 
I couldn't help feeling sorry for them in this poor little ''last ditch l 1  of 
theirs a t  Five Forks, when Joe Bartlett and P a m n  Gregory overwhelmed 
them for the la& time and for eternity. h m  this time on it was a sort of 
walking match - "go ae you please." The impetne of the charge had to 
some extent disordered Bartlettls and Gregory's Brigades, and they were 
all mixed up with the routed and surrendering Rebela ; but the whole  mat^ 

kept on down toward the White Oak R o d ,  which, generslly IJpeaking, wae: 
500 or 600 yards from the reverse worka just stormed. Arriving at the 
White Oak Road, and ,taking the enemy's main line in rear, there was a 
literal pandemonium. Here we found the remnante of Pickettls Division 
in a state of wreck that beggars language to d d b e .  Ayree had stormed 
their works in front, Chamberlain had *en their return intrenchment in 
.rear and reverse, while our dismounted cavalry, vieing with their infantry 
comrades, had waled the breastworks in their front near the Forks, and 
it was hard to tell which wae in the great& disorder, onr folks or the 
Rebels, though it wae easy to aee which had whip& 

At this moment Gen. G a n ,  with some of hie a t d l  wae riding up to 
the road, and I at  once joined him. Gen. Gri5ln asked if I had seen Gen, 
Gregory. I wid, "Yes, sir ; he is over there to the right, l 1  (pointing along 
the White Oak Road to the weatward.) Then he dictated a mespage, which 
I carried- but do not exactly remember its contente. When I returned 
Gen. Grifan was surrounded by oBcere congratulating him, and I m n  
learned that Gen. Warren had been relieved and that my General now com- 
manded the Fifth Corpe. By this time it  waa getting dark. Gen. Gregory 
on this occasion had just halted his brigade a short distance east of the Ford 
Road, which is the one running north from Five Forka He had about 400 
or 450 prisoners and three captured guns, and his men, in  the excitement 
of an overwhelming charge and the flush of a tremendous victory, were in  
much confusion, and he waa riding all among them to rally and reform 
them, the spprosching darknew intensifying the confusion. He shouted, 
entreated and appeded for order and steadiness and told his men that a n ~  
one looking a t  their actions would think they had been routed themeelvea 
instead of routing the enemy. He used about as vigorous language as yon 

!a 
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could reasonably expect to hear from a Parson, and perhap if it had been 
Griflin or Bartlett or A y m  talking, it would have been called a mild form 
of profanity-mild for them, a t  bat, But it must be said that the P a m n  
didn't utter any good square oath, though he got pretty cloae to the edge. 

Gen. Sheridan's order n o m g  Gen. Griffin of his promotion to com- 
mand the Fitth C o p  was brought by Capt.Vanderbilt Allen, of Sheridan's 
staff, who found Griffin in  the White Oak Road a few hundred yards weat 
of the "return intrenchment of the Rebel line, which Chamberlain's Bri- 
gade had carried ; in  fect, Griffin was a t  that time with Chamberlain's Bri- 
gade, I think. When I got back to Griffin from Gregory, as before men- 
tioned, he motioned me to approach, and I delivered my message, which 
was to the effect that Gen. Gregory had halted and would form his brigade 
fronting the line of the Ford Road until further orders ; also, that he had 
some 400 prisoners, and that, according to all appearances, the enemy had 
d to maintain sny eort of organization in his front or to h l  right, 
Gen. Grittin was just begin- 
ning to dictate a reply to 
this message from Gen. 
Gregory when Col. Mike 
Sheridan rode up, and they 
bad a few momentel conver- 
sation, of which 1 did not 
hear much, exoept that CoL 
Sheridan conveyed the per- 
sonal compliments of hie 
brother, the General, and 
congratulated him (Griffin) 
en his accession to the com- 
mand of the corps After 
this Gen. Griffin sent a mes- 

to Gens Gregory that 
his dispositions were a p  
proved a d  would be main- 
bin,& for the night, i t  

being then quite dark ; in  ' ' 
fact it was then about 8 
o'clock p. m. I had difii- 
culty in getting along the 
White Oak Road, which was 
literally jammed with Rebel 
p ~ n e n  and the wreck of 
their material all the way 
from the return intrench- 
ment to the Forks, there CHARLM QBLFPIN. 

being, I suppose, as many as 2,500 prisonem in the road and in the fielde 
on  both sides of it in a space of one mile. There were aleo numbers of 



Rebel wounded who had been hit when our troops were assaulting their 
works, and some of our wounded who had been hit c l w  up to the works 
were also brought into this space, on account of its being higher ground, 
and, therefore, dryer than the low ground outside of the works. But there 
waa no shelter for either our wounded or the Rebels, and they all had to 
lie side by side all night, while such medial attendance ae was poesible 
was impartially given by our Surgeons. It waa evident that the force 
which had held these linea was totally annihilated. The wounded and 
captured Rebele told ua that the troops who had fought here were Pickettls 
snd Bushrod Johnson's Divisions. We had thought that we were dealing 
with Longstreet's whole corps, but they told ua that Field's Division had 
not been engaged, and was, in fact, a t  that time still in the works of Peters- 
burg. I do not know where Gen. Warren was at  thia time, but think he ' 
waa with Cmwfordls Division when Sheridan's order reached him. I only 
know that he was not with our division, and we did not see him again. 
ARer notifying his division commanders of the situation, Gen. Griffin 
desired to commnnicate privately with Gen. Humphreya, then commanding 
the Second Corpe. Handing rue a dispatch, he mid I must f h d  my way to 
Gen. Humphreys right away. 

"Do you think you can 5nd your way? l1  he mid, good n a t d y .  
"Yes, sir, if you will tell rue where he is, General." 
Then he told me that I would f h d  Gen. Humphreys eomewhere near 

Armstrong's Mill. "This is your route,ll he said. "Take the Church 
Road (we were then on the White Oak Road, half a mile west of the 
Church Road junction), follow i t  till you strike the Dabney Road, which 
will take you a left turn ; then follow the Dabney Road till yon strike the 
Boydton Road. This you will know when you strike it, becauee you have 
fought over it, and it  is the widest road in theae pa*. Then follow the 
BpVdton Plank till you reach the Quaker Road junction, which you will 
know, because you were in the Battery near there when your Lieutenant, 
Mitchell, was hit. By this time you ought to meet pickets or patrole of 
the Second Corps. If you do, you will simply give the countersign and 
ask to be conducted to Gen. Humphreys ; but if you do not encounter our 
troop at  the Quaker and Boydton junction, you will halt there till day- 
light, and then make the best of your way to Gen. Humphreys, who ought 
to he somewhere between Armstrong's Mill and the Crow House by that 
time." 

So I mounted my mare and, about 8:30 p. m., etarted on a nine-mile 
ride. I knew enough of the relative pasitions of the two armiea to know 
that I could not poasibly encounter any danger, except from our own pickets 
or patrols, until I should arrive at  the junction of the Quaker and Boydton 
Roads, and knew the country well enough to be perfectly sure of my ground 
till I reached that point. The distance was not more than six milea in an 
airline, but by the roads inside of our assured lines it waa at least nine 
miles, and two-thirds of the way through the woods, the night dark and 
cloudy, with some rain. I encountered nothing more formidable than 



camp guards and a few stragglers until I came to the Boydton and Quaker 
Road junction, where I found an infantry picket of the Second Corps. This 
was abont 10 p. m.; but, as g c d  luck would have it, they were a detach- 
ment of the 36th Wisconsin, some of whom I knew personally, and I was 
at  once piloted acrw the fields in the immediate rear of the intrenched 
position of the Second Corps to Gen. Hnmphreys, whereby I saved two or 
three milea' travel by the mda Delivering my message to Gen. Hnm- 
phrep, who was just preparing to L' turn in," that oficer asked me several 
qneations about the conditions of the roads, the positions of the Fifth Corps 
and other t m p s  on the White Oak Road, etc., and particularly about the 
battle of Five Forks that day. He then called his colored servant and told 

, him to give me forage for my horse and coffee for myself. Gen. Hnmphreys 
. was a very nice, pleasant-mannered man, as well as a moat accomplished 

officer. He proceeded to write a brief note to Gen. Griffin, and hearing 
him 4 up one of his couriers and begin to tell him how to reach Griffin's 
headquarters I stepped toward him, with my tincnp in one hand and a 
hardtack in the other, and mid : " Beg pardon, General ; but I can carry 
any dispatch yon may want to send to Gen. GriEn." 

&'Do yon expect to return to-night?" asked the General, elevating his 
eyebmwa 

Certainly, sir. I had no orders to do anything else. " 
So Gen. Humphrey8 sent his own courier back to his bivouac rtnd 

handed me the message to Gen. Grit&. 
1 have since learned on reliable authority that the measage which I 

carried that night f?om GriEn to Humphrey8 was an unofficial or private 
one as between gentlemen, stating the circumstances of the relief of Warren 
and his (Griffin's) aeaignment to command the Fifth Corps, and assuring 
him (Humphreys) that he (Griffin) had not the slightest share in or re- 
sponsibility for the t r a s d o n ,  of3cially or personally; that, while accept- 
ing the command and striving his best to accomplish results, he regretted 
keenly that such action should have been deemed proper, and that, under 
the circnmstances, he aasumed command of the FiRh Corps with eadnesa 
This was in keeping with Gen. G&'a character. He was always ex-, 
ceedingly punctilious in hia relations with other officers, and never applied 
for any command or promotion, but always waited patiently for such th ing  
to come to him as the natural reward of duty well done. I do not suppose 
that he feared that Gen. Humphreys would misconstrue his attitude, but 
as Hnmphrep had long been Chief of Staff of the Army of the Potomac, 
and his opinions were held in great respect by the other officers, I preenme 
h n .  G& sent that note as a mild form of expressing his disapproval of 
the relief of Warren. 

As soon as my mare had finished eating the small ration of oats which 
Glen. Hnmphreysls servant had given her I mounted, and abont midnight 
started back for Five Forks, arriving a t  Griflin's headqnarters on the 
White Oak Road abont 3 a. m. I t  took me half an hour then to groom my 
mare, and aa the headquarters were all astir by 5 o'clock I did not get more 



than one and a half hour's deep out of the 24, of which 22 had bean passed 
in the saddle. 

The wide detour made by Crawford's Dirkion has been criticized by 
many writers as an error, aad the work done by Griffin and Ayres was so 
much more dramatic and exciting that the share of Crawford's men in the 
victory of Five Forka has been almost entirely ignored in  history. But 
Gen. Warren, who was personally with that division during the last half of 
the battle, ssys i n  his report : 

I came up with Crawford's Division near B. Boieseau's after he had croseed 
the Ford Road. He had been driving back the.enemy9s skirmish line all the 
way, and continually turning the left of any force opposing Gens. Ayrea and 
Orifin. I a t  once directed his line toswing round to face southward, as wehad 
now closed up the outlet for the enemy'sescape northward, and to move down 
upon the position of the enemy a t  the fork8 of the road, a point well indicated 
to  us by the flring of some pieces of artillery there by the enemy. Gen. 
Crawford's troope soon encountered a stiff line of the enemy formed to meet 
him. and from the flre of which Gen. Coulter's Brlgade suffered severely. The 
contest, however, was short, for the enemy, now preseed front, flank and rear, 
mostly threw down their arm. Three guns of the captured battery were 
kound on the road, where they had been stopped in their attempt to -ape 
northward. Immediately after the Forks were gained I dimted Qen. Craw- 
fordto change front again to the right and march toward the sound of the 
flring, so as again to take the enemy in flank and rear, and this he a t  once did. 
I also direoted a cavalry brigade which had been kept mounted, and which now 
came rapidly along the Ford Road, not to move along it farther, but to flle to 
their left and proceedin the dimtion Gen. Crawford had taken. I then paased 
down the Ford Road and, on reaching the Forks, turned to the right along the 
White Oak Road. The troops were joyous and fflled with enthusiasm a t  their 
sucoeee, but somewhat disorganized thereby and by their marching and flght- 
h g  so long in the woods. On my arriving a t  a point farther on I found that 
our advance was stayed by the enemy, who had formed a new line for their 
left flank, while yet maintaining their front against our cavalry on the south, 
though the orders had been not tg halt, and many o5cers were then urging 
their men forward, and not feeling the iduence of their commanders, con- 
tinued to flre without advancing. Aacompanied by Capt. Benyaurd and the 
portion of my staff present I rode out to the front and oalled those near me to 
follow. This was immediately responded to. Everywhere along the front the 
oolor-bearers and o5cers sprang out, and without more flring our men ad- 
vanced, capturing all the enemy remaining. During this last charge my horse 
was fatally shot within a few paces of the line where the enemy made his laat 
stand, and an Orderly by my side was killed and Col. Richardson, of the 7th 
Wisconsin, who sprang between me and the enemy, severely wounded. I 
oent Gen. Bankhead, after the last of the enemy had been captured, to Gen. 
Sheridan to report the result and reoeive his instructions. He returned with 
the reply that my instructions had been sent to me. At 1 p. m. they reached 
me, and were as follows : "Maj.4en. Warren, commanding Nfth Corps, is re- 
lieved from duty, and will report a t  once for orders to Lleut.-Qen. Grant, com- 
manding hies U. 8." I believe there never was a previous period of my mil- 
itarylife when the operations l have described would not have gained the 
praine of my superior. 

As the loss of Crawford's Division wss 300 out of the total of 634 i~ 
the whole Fifth Corps, or nearly as much as G r i f i ' e  and Ayresls Divisions 
combined, it would seem that  "they must have been around somewhere." 
The Fifth Corps i n  this battle c a p t n d  of the enemy 3,244 men with 



their arms, 11 regimental colors, and one four-gnn battery with ite caisaona 
It lost, in killed and wounded, 634 men, of whom 300 belonged to Gen. 
Clawford's Division, 205 in Gen. Ayres's Division and 125 in Gen. Grif- 
Bn'e Division. Among these were several distinguished officers of high 
promise. 

I t  wae always a matter of regret with me that our batteries got no 
ehare of this glory. Not a gun was on our side a t  Five Forks bigger 
than a Springfield ritle. Yet i t  ia doubtful if we could have used our bat- 
teries if they had been present. The lay of the ground was such, and the 
infantry operations so rapid and conclusive, that there wonld have been no 
chance to use artillery and really no need of it. 

The peremptory relief of Warren by Sheridan has mused a great deal 
of discussion, to which I do not propose to contribnte anything additional 
in this sketch. Gen. W m n  was always popular with his t m p e  and, so 
far as I know, with the officers who served under his command. He was 
a man of d i n c h i n g  personal courage, f a u l t l a  manners and unvarying 
equanimity. Of unusual politenew at  all times, he became a veritable 
Chesterfield under fire. But he was not calculated, either by nature or by 
training, to get along with Gen. Sheridan, particularly in snch a rongh- 
and-tumble campaign as this wes. Gen. G r i a  made no comment on the 
relief of Warren, except to notify Gen. Bartlett that the comntand of the 
First Division wonld now devolve upon him, and took no action that night 
except to send the note to Gen. Hnmphreya, aa before described. Gen. 
G r i a  never eaid a word on the subject that could be construed into a per- 
sonal criticism. The most he would say was that, as Warren's successor, 
he, of al l  men, mnst be ailent. I think Sheridan expected too much of the 
infantry in that campaign, and the faults he attributed to Warren were 
mainly due to the frightful condition of the mds, the almost incessant 
rain, the unfathomable mud and the consequent inability of the infantry 
to move with the celerity which Sheridan's long command of cavalry led 
him to consider poesible. Gen. Sheridan always wanted things done a t  a 
gallop. On many occaeions he got great marching out of the infantry under 
hia command, but he was inclined to overwork that branch of service, par- 
ticularly after he had been for some time in command of the Cavalry Corpa 
Then, I think, Sheridan had a prejudice against enginesr officers as com- 
manders of large bodies of marching and fighting tmps. However, these 
are only the personal opinions of an enlisted man, and hence of no his- 
t o r i d  vane. Maj. George B. HaLstead, who was on Gen. W a ~ ~ e n ' s  s@, 
h kindly written to me a description of the personal events attending 
the relief of that officer from command. It ia as follows : 

I was near Oen. Warren after the Rebels were defeated, when he rode up 
on his wounded horse to report to Sheridan, and, to his aetonishment, heard 
that short heart-breaking command, "Report at once to Oen. Benham at  CIty 
Point," and I heard Glen. Warren's queetioning answer, after he had die- 
mounted and was walking toward Bheridan, "What have I done to deserve 
this?" to which no word of explanation came back, when he mounted and at 
once moved off to comply, accompanied by two of his Aids, M4. Cope and 
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Capt.Wadsworth. The writer and a Captain of Signal Servioe rode oeveral miles 
in their oompany, moved by the mme impulm-aympathy- both believing. 
and so aaplng, that a great injustdoe had been committed. Gen. Warren, after 
we had ridden with him sometdme and it had beoomequite dark, thanked ua for 
our sympathy and oourtaay. We bade him good-by; he went on. We slept in 
the open on our blanketa, with our eaddlee for pillowr, that night, and early 
next morning found Fifth Corps headauertere and the new commander. Gen. 
QrifBn, and were soon on the mamh 

In this unfortunate difacnlty there was one factor which 'po one seems 
to have brought out. Boy ee I was, it was not possible for me to help 
noticing the wide and irreconcilable "incompatibility of temperament l' 
between Gens. Warren and Sheridan. Both were oficere of the most accom- 
plished professional ability and skill; both men of nndanted personal 
bmvery' and cool self-poeseseion in a cx ie i~  But one of them was a man of 
the nicest delicacy of personal internume ; almost painfnlly tentative of 
the amenities of Life ; ecrnpnlonely conaiderate of the feelings of others, no 
matter what their rank ; a model of politenesa in a d k  and gentleness in  
bearing. To him parlor, camp and battlefield were the eame, so hr as his 
pemnsl behavior to those in contact with him wee concerned. He waa the 
eaag, dignified, polished gentleman in every possible form or condition of 
internume, whether entertsining fliends in the boeom of his family or fac- 
ing the e n m y  under fire. That wae Gonverneur Kemble Warren. It ie 
not necessary to elabomte the contract, because no one who, knew Philip 
Henry Sheridan would ever ascribe to him the qnalitiea j u t  depicted 
What Sheridan wse ae a soldier or a commander history hae decided. But 
no one who knew the man will apprehend an eclipee of the fame of the 
late Esrl Chesterileld Eor conrtlinw by cornperison with the average man- 
ners of Oen. Sheridan, Theae are simply mild statsmente of fa&, well 
known to every one. No criticism of Sheridan is intended. On the con- 
trary, it ie the fact that hie very roughness of speech and rudeness of man- 
ner endeared him to the average of our soldiery. Nothing could have 
pleased the troop more than hie ealutation to the Vermont Brigade and 
the remnant of McKnightls Battery at  Cedar Creekwhen he told ns that we 
"would go at  'em again in a few minutes, and would knock seven different 
kinds of h- out of 'em ! ! " It was my fortune, in the humbleat of sk- 
tions, to eee both of them great men in variona emergenciea calculated to 
develop to the utmoet the i d i o e y n d e a  of each. Admiring both, and 
having no personal relation with either, possibly I may be as fair a judge 
ae any between them. It only remains to be added that the sentiment 
exp& by w. Haletead, " that an injustice had been done, was nni- 
v e l d  in the Fifth Corpe, from Genemls to dmmmer boys. It broke War- 
ren's heart, and donbtleee shortened his daya But in history it can have 
no effect upon his splendid record, and so, perhap, as both victim and per- 
aecutor are no more, it  is as well to let the controversy sleep with them. 

Gen. Griftln retained the Corpa Staff as Gen. Warren left it. I do not 
recollect that he brought any of the First Division staff over to corps head- 
quartera except, perhap, two of his Aids. The Fifth Corps Staff was 



a group of as elegant gentlemen and awompliehed officers as ever amem- 
bled in a like capacity. No part of my humble career was so inspiring in 
the military sense, or so gratifying personally, as my brief service in con- 
nection with the headquarters of the FiRh Corpe from Five Forks to A p  
pomattox, and thence back to Richmond. Those of the staff whom I re- 
member best were Col. Frederick T. Locke, Adjutgnt-General of the corps ; 
Maj. George B. Halatead, hia aesistgnt ; Dr. Spencer, Snrgeon-Oeneral or 
Medical Director of the corpe, who need to give me many a little extra 
ration of ' ' qninine in  a state of solntion " after some extraordinary fatigue ; 
Maj. Cope, Chief Aidde-Camp and Topographer, and Capt. "Jimmy " 
Wsdsworth, son of our gallant and lamented old General who was killed 
in the Wi1deme.s. I may remark here thst I had the pleaanre of renew- 
ing this acquaintance w'ith Capt. Wadeworth when he was Member of Con- 
greee from New York some yeam ago. The others were Col. Bankhead, 
Col. Thomas, Col. Smith, Mej. Gentry, Capt. Malvern, Capt. Benyaurd, 
and Capt. Winslow (not Gieorge Winslow, of Winslow's celebrated Bat- 
tery), the son of a Chaplain, who, I think, had been killed or mortally 
wounded in battle while on some enand of mercy. But my duty did not 
bring me in contact with the latter so mnch as with t h m  h t  mentioned. 
During the campaign theae officers trested Hyatt and me with the same 
coneidelation and kindnem that they would have shown to junior Lienten- 
ants on the staff -conversing with us fmly, &wing their supplies with 
ns, and repeatedly trusting us with messages and other duties of impor- 
tance not usually confided to enlisted men. This was especially true of 
Col. Locke, Maj. Halatead and Capt. Wadsworth ; and, by the way, Msj. 
Halateact waa a sort of hero among the boys at  this time. He had served 
on Phil Kearneyls staff in the Peninsular campaign, had been taken pris  
oner, had "dug out l 1  of Libby, been retaken and put "under fire," then 
exchanged, thkn made the Red River campaign with Banks, then came 
North with the Nineteenth Corps, and so swung around the circle till he 
got with Warren. He was as game a man as I ever knew. At the time 
of which I no- write hBwaa suffering from a severe wound received in the 
battle of the White Oak Road, March 31, which the Sugeon had to drem 
twice B day, but he duck to the saddle and never quit till Lee surrendered. 

At daybreak the 2d of April the whole of the FiRh Corpa was in mo- 
tion toward Sutherland Station, where it was expected that we would 
get aorogs Lee's line of retreat and wind the thing right up. Fmm this 
time on Ckn. G r i f i  kept his Orderliea continually in motion, night as well 
ss day. When he took the command of the corpe he, of murue, fell heir 
to Gen. Warren's m r t  of cavalry Orderlies and measengem. Bnt he took 
his two artillerymen-Hyatt and myself-over from division headqnar- 
ten. What made the mounted messenger work so excessive wae the necee 
sity of constant personal communication by mounted couriers or Orderliea 
between the different c o w  commanders and their division commandera 
and with Gens. Meade or sheridan and Ord, particularly after Lee began 
retreat with his whole army on the morning of the 3d and the Telegraph 



Oorpa m l d  not keep up with the army. The r o d  were very muddy, the 
streams were all swollen with continual An, and as there were but few 
bridges we frequently had to wade up to our horses1 necks, and mmetimea 
to swim them across the rreeka 

At that time I was not much need to horseback riding, as I had been 
a Cannoneer most of the time, and so rode on the limber-chest or marched 
on foot, as I pleased, and during the whole Winter I had been clerking a t  
the ammunition wharf. So, when I came to ride night an4 day for 10 
days at a time, it  was pretty herd on my fat l ee ,  which, by the time we 
reacJed Appomattox, were perfectly raw on the inside next the saddle 
from the knee up. The fatigues and privations were terrible, and nothing 
could hare made me sustain them except the fsculty that Gritlh had of 
making men under his command perform prodigies. This was the first 
time in the history of the Army of the Potomac that the headquarten of 
an army corps had outrun the Military Telegraph Corps. The Telegraph 
Corps had a mast perfect eystem. They had mounted operators carrying 
instrument8 in eachele swung like haversacke, and they carried their wire 
on reels fixed on the backs of horses and mules, or in carte, and they would 
reel off this wire right on the ground or fmten it to trees or fences, so that 
when the headquarters of a corps halted for camp or battle they would be 
ready to send dispatches to Grant or Meade from the Corps Commander, or 
receive dispatches from army headquarters. But in this Appomattox cam- 
paign the Fifth and Twenty-fourth Corpa, under Griffin and Gibbon, 
became actual "foot cavalry," and from Five Forks on we literally par- 
alyzed the Telegraph Corpa and left them far in  the rear; in fact, after 
Five Forks the whole campaign resolved itself into a regular fox hunt. I 
never heard of any infantry marches equal to our march from Butherland 
Station to Jetersville, from Jetersville to Ligonton Ferry, from Ligonton 
to Prince Edward Courthouse, or from there to Prospect Station, or from 
Prospect to Appomattox. The latter was a clear stretch of 4 0 d d  miles in 
about 16 hours, and that, too, on roads ankle deep in mud, and in rain 
more than half the time. As soon as it was clearly developed that the re- 
mains of Lee's army had pulled out for Appomattox Courthouse our fel- 
lows just stretched their necks forward and loped off like bloodhounds on a 
fresh track, determined to get m a s  Lee's path and wind the thing up then 
and there. Talk about light marching order ! It was flying ! Knapeacks 
had long ceased to exist in the Fifth Corps. A rubber blanket was con- 
sidered "baggage" and a woolen blanket "freight.ll The only thinga 
they hung onto were haversacks, canteens, rifles and cartridge-boxes. We 
were right after old Lea that time. We knew we had him a t  last, and 
did not propwe to let him get away. 

The operations terminating in the battle of Five Forks on the part of 
the Fifth Corps and the cavalry, and the foming of the Petenburg linea by 
the rest of the army, up to and including April 2, should be considered a 
campaign by itself, though a brief one, and should be kept separate in mili- 
tary hietory from the "Appowttox campaignv proper. About daylight 



April 2, 1865, the Fifth Corps moved by the Ford Road north from Five 
Forka and advanced up that road about five miles to Ford's (3wm&, 
which was the place where the Ford Road and the Cox Road cnmed. Here 
the corpe halted about 10 or 11 o'clock, and Gen. Griflh made his head- 
qnartere a t  a little church or chapel called "Ford's Meeting Houee." 
Ayresls Division was leading, and they pushed out eastwerdly on the Cor 
Road toward Sutherland Station, on the South Side Railroad, but had not 
gone more than a mile when Gen. GrifEn sent a message to Uen. Ayres, 
which caused that officer to countermarch his division ; and the whole wrps, 
moving by ite other flank, marched rapidly up what wae called the Nam* 
zine Road, leading to the Appdmattox River. This change of direction of 
the Fifth Corps was in consequence of Gen. Merritt's Cavalry Division en- 
countering the enemy in some force where the Namozine Roed forks with 
the river road, and it was thought that this force wes the head of column of 
Lea's infantry retreating from Richmond and Petemburg. However, they 
did not turn out to be in heavy force, and Gen. GrifEn being advieed by 
Sheridan that the enemy would probably pneh for Amelia Courthouse, and 
that he desired him to take up  a line a t  Jetersville the next day, orders 
were given for the w r y  to bivouac where they weia and be in readiness to 
march at  4 the next morning (April 3). This bivouac was in and rtbout the 
Williamson Farm, the General and his staff occupying the house and ont- 
buildings. This was the laat night that Qen. Griffin slept under cover until 
the night after Lee surrendered. I did not get much reat until midnight, 
being employed in commnnioating.between Gen. Griffin d Gen. Craw- 
ford, whose division wae pushed out to the Namozine Creek, abont two 
miles, to support Merritt's Cavalry Division, who thought that the enemy 
was gathering in their h n t  in force between the creek crossing aud the 
Appomattox River. Gen. Crawford was a very particular man about orders, 
and he always gave SMOfficem and Orderlies a good deal of trouble, though 
doubtless no more than his responsibilities required. But he wae very dif- 
ferent from either Gen. Ayres or Gen. Bartlett, who frequently only glanced 
at  an order and, unless it  was very imporh t ,  simply said verbally, "Re- 
port to Gen. Griffin that you delivered this order abont 220 ! " or whatever 
time it may have been. But Gen. Crawford would read i t  over, note the 
time of its receipt on the back of it, and then, as a r l e ,  write a letter back 
to the Corps Commander, which in turn would involve a reply or s further 
order explaining the first one, all of which might easily keep a staff officer 
or wnrier riding all night. Gen. Crawford, though a gallant officer, seemed 
to have a mania for writing. At any rate he kept me going till after mid- 
night April 3, and toward the last I could see that Gen. Griffin was getting 
out of patience, as I had to wake him up once with a retnrn message from 
Gen. Crawford. However, though Gen. Crawford was pecnliar, and to a 
great extent unpopular with his brother officers, he had the distinction of 
having seen and heard the firet and last gun of the rebellion h d ,  having 
l~een under fire at  Fort Snmter and a t  Appomattox Courthouse-a d i s  
tinction which, I believe, he enjoyed all by himself, having no one to share 



it with him. My chief interest in b w f o r d l s  Division at this time was that 
it  contained the sole snrPiving remnanta of the old Iron Brigade- the nn- 
dying 6th and 7th Whnein-which, with the 91st New York, a regiment 
from my own State, formed the First Brigade of the division,, under com- 
mand of Col. Kellogg. I do not know why it was, but I always had a much 
greater affection for the men of those three Wisconsin regiments -2d, 6th 
and 7th- than for any troop from my own State of New York. 

About 4 a m. April 4 Capt. Vanderbilt Allen came with an order from 
Uen. Sheridan directing Gen Gr3ln to put the FitU C o w  in motion for 
Jeteraville, where he was expecting to block Lee's pathway, the idea then 
being that Lea would pull for Dsnville, and Jetersville was on that route. 
Capt. Allen said verbally to Gen. Gri5in : "General, Sheridan says tell the 
Firth C o w  boys that he wante them to 'send themselves' for every par- 
ticle of leg-power they've got, becaw he expeeta to atop Lee's i n h t r y  
advance there with his cavalry, and wanta support as quick ae he can get 
it l '  A s  it was 83 milea by the roade from our bivouac a t  Williamsonls to 
Jetersville, i t  will be seen that this was to be no slouch of a forced march, 
particularly in April rdna, with mud ankle deep, and all the cresks flooded, 
with hardly a bridge left on the route. The eitnation will be snfficiently 
understood when I say that the ronte from Williamson's to Jetersville wae 
totally impamable for either the fighting trains or the batteries, all of which 
were left behind by our grand old "foot mvalqy l1 of the Fifth Cow. 

Leaving Williamwals at  7 a. m., about 4 p m. Bsrtlett deployed his 
division (formerly Griffin's) across the Danville Railroad, about half a 
mile in advance of Jetersville Station, having covered the 32 miles in nine 
honra Maybe somebody has seen infantry marching to beat that. At 
this point Col. Newhall m e  from Gen. Sheridan with a measege, w i n g  
that the cavalry advance had &ruck the flankers of Lee's infitV about 
five miles north of our then position, and that he (Sheridan) was satisfied 

Lee was concentrating at  Amelia Courthouse, which was not more 
than three miles from the point then occupied by the cavalry skirmishers. 

, Col. Newhall said Sheridan did not expect the Fifth C o w  to march any 
farther on that day-which, we thought, was very kind 'of him, seeing 
that we had marched only 32 miles already ! !-but suggested that it  might 
be well for Gxitlin to take up and intrench a line calculated to hold the 
Jetersville position till the rest of the infantry could come up in case Lee, 
finding he had only the cavalry and the Fifth Corpa to deal with, should 
attempt to dislodge them from his pathway the next morning, saying, also, 
that we could not absolutely depend on the Second and Sixth Corps to be 
up before noon or night the next day (5th), so that we might have to fight 
Lee's whole army there if he continued to retreat in that direction, and 
should attempt to force his paasage. Consequently onr boys, after a forced 
march of 32 miles in nine hours in the mud, and wading creeks up to their 
necks, turned to and before dark had their position nicely intrenched 
on a line covering Jetersville on the north and ref& to the left, the whole 
making a Line abont a mile and a quarter long ! Bartlett's and Ayres'e 



Divisions held the line of the Danville Railroad northeast of Jeterwille, 
forming the right and center of the FiRh Corps line of battle, while Craw- 
ford came up about 6 p, m. and occupied the part of the line on the leR 
that was refnsed. In this shape the corps bivouacked for the night. 

On this particular occasion, just as the General was falling asleep, Gen. 
Bartlett rode into our bivouac, and he and GrifEn had quite a talk in under- 
tones, of which I heard enough to know that it  referred to the dispouitions 
&at Gen. Clawford had made of his troops, which lefi a gap between his 
f h k  end that of the next division. The result of this was that Griffin 
told Bartlett to m m c t  that as well as he could with his own troops, but 
not to bother Crawford, as it  might set him to writing dispatches, which, 
as it was quite late, and he ( G r i a )  was very tired, wonld be inconvenient. 

During the 5th of April and until 3 a. m. on the Bth, we remained m 
t h i a  poeition at  Jetemville. Meantime the Second and Sixth C o p  got up 
along in the afternoon of the 6th and went into position, the Second C o w  
extending our line to the leR toward Amelia Courthouse, and the Sixth 
forming close in our right rear. Then we felt safe enough. Between 2 and 
3 o'clock in the morning of the 6th of April Col. Whittier, of the General 
M, and Capt. Peaee, Gen. Meade's personal Aidde-Camp, came up with 
important ordera all along the line. The purport of these ordera was that 
the Second, Fifth and Sixth Corpa should move at  once to Amelia Court- 
h o w ,  or Amelia Springs, about three miles beyond, and attack Lee's &nk, 
while the cavalry would stop him, so that we could force him to halt and 
face us. This, it was believed, would wind the thing up, as there could be 
no doubt of the ability of the Second, FiRh and Sixth Corps (then about 
42,000 infantry and artillery, with about 12,000 or 12,500effective cavalry) 
to annihilate what was left of Lee's m y  (then estimated at  about 38,000 
effective) if we could get a fair clatter a t  them in the open. We were sll 
astir in a few minute. When I went to saddle up my little mare I found 
her back badly swollen. During the previone day I had to ford Flat Creek 
several times, where the water m e  up over the saddle, and the wetting 
of the saddle-blanket, with hard riding afterward, had galled her. She was 
nothing but a pony, and much too light for me in that kind of service, as 
I then weighed 160 pounds, though only 19 years old, while she was hardly 
13 hands high and wonld not weigh over 650 or 675 pounds ; eo I got 
another and larger mare h m  the General's escort. She was a beauty, and 
also a holy terror. When I went to saddle her she nearly bit a chunk 
out of my lea  shoulder, and when I prepared to mount she whirled and 
almost kicked the cap off my right knee ! Bnt I got on top of her, and 
when I once felt solid in the saddle I said, "Now, my young lady, if we 
have a fight or a forced march toitay I will take some of thoae songs out 
of you ! f l  I can see her now shaking her pretty head and chawing that big 
imaflebit. (The General wonld not permit her to be ridden with a gagbit.) 

The FiRh Corps now Led the prowmion, forming the right of the m y ,  
Bartlett's Division in advance, Ayras's next and Crawford's third. About 
daylight April 6 we struck a c r 0 ~ 9 M  called Hall's Shop, from an old 
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blacksmith shop there, but did not find the enemy. The expectation on 
which the plan of this movement was based waa that we would strike the 
flank of Lee's column at  this crossroads, as they were supposed to be mov- 
ing on the general route toward Danville f?om Amelia Courthouse. But 
as it turned out they had deflected, and so, a8 the Fifth C o p  kept on 
toward Deatonsville, it slid by Lee's flank, leaving Wright with the Six* 
Corpa and Sheridan with the cavalry to fight the battle of Sailor's Creek, 
while we marched to Ligonton Ferry during the day, a clean stretch of 35 
miles fmm our bivouac at  or near Jetersville, the Second Corps getting on' 
the north side of the river to prevent eacape toward Lynchburg. hfy co- 
quettish new mare, " M h  Kitty," was quite docile when we got t .  Ligon- 
ton Ferry that evening. 

The corps halted about half a mile from the ferry and bivouacked in 
the fields and groves overlooking the river abont dark. All the infantry 
appesred to be in good heart, and as I rode through their bivonacs that 
night delivering meaaages to the division commanders I could not see that 
they were the least bit "done up," ae the English say, by the u n h d  of 
forced m h i n g  they had done. I -not begin to tlnd words to exprese 
the admiration, nay, the homage I felt for those heroic "dough boys," who 
had footed i t  that day 35 miles in 10 h o w ,  and who were now, a t  night- 
fall, gathering around fires of rails and limbsof trees boiling coffee in their 
tin cups, mating piecee of salt pork on the ends of sticka or ramrods, their 
caps set on the backs of their he&, their pantaloons legu tucked in their 
boob, or more often into their old gray army socks-for many of the in- 
fantry wore ah088 instead of boots-all soiled with mud and battered, but 
" h t ,  raggedand saesg." 

Ah well, it wee only once in a lifetime-and comparatively few life- 
times at that -when one could see in fleah and blood and nerve and pluck 
and manhood that immortal old Fifbh Corps on ib way to Appomattox ! 
On ita way, keeping step and etep with Sheridan's cavalry, to get acroes 
the path of Lee's army ! During these terrible fomd marches of the M h  
Corps Gen. Grif3n1s wonderfhl power in dealing with soldiers, and h k  
marvellone tact in cheering men on to incredible exertions, became mani- 
feat. If that noble man had a fault, i t  was his apparent incapacity to nn- 
derstand that there was a limit to h u m  endurasce. In those marches 
we wonld be riding along the flank of the column, and the General would 
see a dozen or so of stragglers by the side of the mad. He would then 
rein up hie horse and call out to them : 

"Hello, there ! What is the matter with yon fellows?" 
"Clean tuckered out, General ; can't m h  another step." 
"Look here, boys," the General wonld reply, ''don't you knov that 

we have got old Lee on the mn, and our corps and the mvalry are t g n g  
to head him off? If he escapes from us old Sherman and his bummers will 
catch him and get all the glory, and we won't have anything to &ow for 
our four years1 fighting ! Try it once more ! Get up and pull out and re- 
join your commands. Don't flicker this way at  the last moment ! v 



Then yon wonld see those old fellows straighten up and pull them- 
selves together and shoulder their musketa, and they wonld look a t  one 
another and say : 

$'By -, bop, that's so. The General is right. It will never do 
to let 'Old Billy' and his bummers catch Lee's army. They are our meat, 
and we must have them onrselvea ! " 

Then they wonld begin tramping throngh the mud again, and G-n 
wonld ride on to find some other squad of stragglers, and go through the 
same sermon over again. I t  made no difference how tired or faint or sore 
an Army of the Potomac man might be, he wnldn't endure the thought of 
letting Lee's army get away, so that those Western fellows would catch 
him and get the glory of winding the %ing np. When I was riding along 
with the escort I used to wish that I a u l d  dismount and give up my horse 
to every one of those poor, exhausted, bnt brave and determined htbtry 
comrades, who were actually "frtlling by the wayside," but who, when 
their pride was stirred by the thought that Sherman's army might usurp 
the fruits of their toile and sufferings of four long years, took a new lease 
of life and strength and staggered on once more toward Appomattox and 
the end ! No one who did not see them can form the fainteat idea of what 
they did and dared and sdered  ! And Oen. O m  waa a whole Provoet 
pard all by himself. 

At daybreak April 7, or a little before, Gen. Sheridan; who was then 
at Prince Edward Courthouse with Merritt's Cavalrg Division, sent his 
brother, Col. Mike Sheridan - who, by the way, rode nearly all night - 
to tell Griffin to move a t  once to Prince Edward Courthouse and there 
await further orders. I always had a fancy for Col. Mike Sheridan. He 
seemed to be the perfection of the rough-and-ready "Irish trooper," alwaya 
on hand, jolly, tireless, reckless ; in short, a born soldier. His ways were 
somewhat rough and his language sometimes more forcible than polite, but 
everybody noticed that Col. Mike always "got there," and everybody liked 
him. When he reached Griffin that morning he was covered with mud 
from head to foot, dressed in the uniform of a private cavalryman, with 
no insignia of his rank except his Captain's bars on the collar of his jacket 
(he was only a Captain in the Regqlar Army, though a volunteer Colonel, 
and he always wore the marks of his Regular rank). The gallant Colonel 
was in need of " refreshmente," which it  afforded me great pleasure to find 
for him. 

The march fmk Ligonton to Prince Edward was about 28 or 30 miles, 
and we made i t  in about eight hours, halting along the Prospect Road, with 
Corps headquarters near the old College (Hampden-Sydney), just before 
dark. On arriving a t  Prince Edward Gen. Griffin had received informa- 
tion on his own account, which satisfied him that Lee was moving by the 
river roads toward Appomattox, and consequently the FiRh Corpa at  Prince 
Edward was a little too far south to be within striking distance in the coup 
de grace, which evidently must happen in a few days, or even h o w .  
Griffin's whole idea was that the old Fifth Corps must be in at  the death. 



Jnet at  this time he received information that Gen. Gibbon, with two . < 

divisions of the Twenty-fourth Corps and two brig;ades of the Twenty-fifth, 
the whole forming a column nuder Gen. Ord, had preceded him, moving, 
as they did, by a shorter route from Petembug, and that they wonld m p  
that night a t  Pmpect Station, on the South Side Railroad, which was per- 
h a p  five miles northwest from the p i t i o n  where our c o w  halted. Gen. 
Gibbon had also sent a persmal message to Gri*, stating that his com- 
mand would move before daylight on the 8th toward Appomattox Station, 
distant abont 38 or 40 miles, and suggesting that his information was that 
if they could reach that point by the morning of the 9th they wonld get 
s c m  Lee's pathway, and therefore wind up the whole business. 

This movement practically made two separate wings or columns of the 
forcea under Gen. Grant- the Second, Sixth and some part of the Ninth 
Corpe following Lee on the Farmville Road, while Sheridan, with most of 
the arvalry, and Griffin and Gibbon, with the FiRh and two divisions of 
the Twenty-fourth Corps, and two brigades of the Twenty-fiRh, moved by 
the roads from F'rince Edward to Appomattox Station to get in front of Lee 
and head him off. During the 8th of April the'Fifth and Twenty-fourth 
Corps marched about 35 miles and halted abont 9 p. m. The head of column, 
which, I think, was Turner's Division, of Gihbon's Corps, was now abont 
eight miles southeast of Appomattox Station, on the road leading from 
Proepect Sbtion to that place, and keeping generally on the north side of 
the railroad. The colored troops were with this column. Sometime during 
the night of April 8, or very early in the morning of the 9th, word came 
from Sheridan that he had got a c m  Lee's path west of Appomattox Court- 
house with three divisions of cavalry, and that he did not know how long 
he conld hold the enemy's infantry if they attacked him at  daylight ; but 
he wonld do the best he conld, and urging Gibbon and Grii3.h to get to him 
as quick as they could. 

These messages caused the tired troops to be s t a M  again abont 3 
o'clock in the morning of the 9th of April. Considering their condition 
they marched rapidly, and between 8 and 9 a. m. our head of column, Bart- 
lett's Division leading, came in sight of our cavalry, which was just be- 
ginning to retire before a skirmish line of the enemy's infantry on the line 
of the Lynchhnrg Road. The enemy also had several guns in position on 
the elevations west or southwwt of Appomattox Courthouse. 

We soon disoovered that the Twenty-fourth Corps was filing up toward 
the Lynchburg Road to prolong our left. The c o l o ~ d  troop of Birney's 
Division were leading, and formed on the extreme left of our infantry line 
north of the Lynchburg Road early in the morning of April 9. On this 
point I have before me the testimony of Gen. Henry Capehart, commanding 
the Third Brigade of Custer's Division, Maj. HaIstead, of Griffin's staff, and 
other officers and men of the Fifth and Twenty-fourth Corps, and several 
oficers of the colored troop themselves. Lack of space alone forbids in- 
corporation of the text of this testimony here, excepting that of Maj. George 
B. Haletoad, Assistant Adjutant-General of the FiRh Corps, and Capt. R. A. 
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Barnes, now of Lockport, New York, then Adjutant of the 31at Colored 
b p e ,  which regiment formed the extreme left of the infantry of our wing 
of the army, and, therefore, waa entitled to the distinction of "heading the 
column " in the final environment of the h m y  of Northern Virginia Capt. 
Barnes says : 

I have just read &n. Capehart's teetimony that "the oolored troops were 
the flrst infantry on the fleld the next morning" (the 9th). All day long the 
8th we marched and until 11 a t  night. At 2 in the morning we were roused and 
in a half hour were on the march. Soon after daylight, aa I remember (the 31st 
United States Colored Troops leading the division), we oame up to a cavalry 
column with Sheridan a t  its head. As we came up the cavalry, which had evi- 
dently been waiting for us, moved on, and we started off on a double quick, 
which we kept upfor a couple of miles perhaps, going in a northerly direction. 
As we went through an open grove we were shelled quite lively, and upon corn- 
ing out into the open fleld the whiz of musket balls was anything but quieting. 
As the regiment staggered into llne they faced by the rear rank, facing the east, 
and squarely across Lee's path. Col. Ward aud Maj. Wright were now engaged 
in bringing up the stragglere, and bfr order of the Colonel I waa forming the 
line when an Aid brought an order from the brigade commander to  throw out 
one company as skirmishers and one company aa flankers. This I did, going out 
to plaoe the flankers in position. I t  was the understanding that our regiment 
(31st United States Colored Troops) was to be the extreme left of the infantry. 
I was soon joined by the Major, and together we advanced with the skirmishers. 
soon leaving the main line quite a distance in the rear. The enemy fell back 
and ceased to flre. A small plece of woods now hid us from our main line, 
when all a t  once we were startled and halted by a tremendous volley In our 
rear. The Major rode baok to see what the trouble was, and upon returning 
said : "Lee haa surrendered, and that flring was our men flring their muskets 
in the air." I never heard that any one waa hurt by the stray bullets. It waa 
an impulse which I think seized the whole brigade a t  the same instant. I have 
expected to see some one higher in authority call attention to this action of 
the colored troops, for I am unable to say what part of the Twenty-flfth Corps 
wbre present a t  thia particular place. An honor it certainly was to be placed 
in the extreme advance on such an important occasion. 

Referring to this subject, Maj. Oeorge B. Htalstead, of our (Fifth Corps) 
st&', s a p ,  in a letter to me : 

To set a t  rest all question about the position of the United Statee Colored 
Troops at  Appomattox on the morning of April 9 I will state that on our march 
to Appomattox, and I think only the night before arriving, when the Fifth 
Corps headquarters were locatedfor our short reat, I learned that Qen. William 
Birney (son of I. G. Birney, who ran for President on the anti-slavery ticket), 
with his command of oolored troops, was in camp not far off. I had known 
him in I881 aa Major of the 4th New Jersey, in Kearny's Brigade. We had met 
laat in Libby Prison, Aug. 11,1882. I rode over to &n. Birney's quarters. He 
was very glad to see me, and aaid he had applied to have me asslgned to him as  
Assistant Adjutant-General, knowing that I, as early in the war as 1881, had 
advocated making soldiers of oolored men, especially of the slavea, as fast aa 
we could reach and recruit them. I answered that I would gladly join him as 
soon as orders oame to that effeot. These troops were then in advance of our 
corps, and arrived on the Appomattox fleld ahead and were thrown out on the 
Lynohburg road. They had a Regular battery with them. 



. CHAPTER XIV. 
LEE'S ARMY DISBANDED-THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC STARTS FOB 

HOME - THE AUTHOR AWIQNED TO DUTY IN RICHMOND - JOINS 
THE TWENTY-FIFTH CORPS - DISTBIBUTION OF RATIONS TO THE 
POPULACE OF RICHMOND - ABBIVAL OF SHERMAN'S ARMY - 
HALLECK'S PROPOSED REVIEW INDEFINITELY POSTPONED-THE 
TWENTY-FIPTH COBPB SAIIE FOB TEXAB-CONCLUSION. 

H E  positions of the two d e s  at  the 
moment of the surrender were substan- 
tially as follows : The Confederate army 
wsa i n  position covering Appomattox 
Courthouse from northeast to south- 
west, the main body, consisting of Long- 
street's and Hill's Corps, facing north- 
east, eaet and southeast, and Gordon's 
Corps and Fitz Lee's Cavalry facing 
southwest and we&. The Union forces 
were in two psrte ; the main Army of 
the Potomac, under the direct com- 
mand of Gen. Meade, and consisting of 
the Second and Sixth Corps, with prob- 
ably some part of the Ninth, wss east 
and northeast of the Courthouse, and 
pressing the corps of Longetreet and 
Hill. [Hill had been killed when the 
Petersburg lines were forced, but hia 
old corps still bore his name.] The 
left wing, nominally under Gen. Ord 
(but really after 8 o'clock in the morn- 

ing under the direct command of Gen. G m t ,  who had joined us by way 
of the Walker Church Road), composed of the Fifth C o w  nnder GriBn, 
Foster's and Turner's Divisions of the Twenty-fourth under Gibbon, and 
two brigade8 (Ulysses Doubleday's and Woodward's) of Birney's Division, 
of the Twenty-fifth, together with Sheridan's cavalry, was west and south- 
west of the Courthouse and barring the further retreat of the Confederate 
army. In  a word, it  was a " round up." We had them " cornled " a t  last ! 

There waa some fighting we& and south of the Courthouse between 7 
and 9 in the morning. It began by an attempt on Gordon's part to clear 
the Lynchburg Road of our cavalry, and continue? for perhaps half an 
hour altogether after the infantry of our lefi wing began to deploy t.a sup 

W 



port or relieve the cavalry. The attack on the cavalry in the early morn- 
ing had been quite vigorons and of d c i e n t  weight to make them ejve 
some ground. Bnt after our infantry began to deploy the &bela seemed 
to wilt, and though there wae considerable firing and a few casualties no 
determined effort wae made to force any part of our i d b t r y  line. The 
formations of the troops of the left wing a t  the moment of the surrender 
were as follows, from right to left, it being nnderstood that the lines were 
reversed to face the rear, which, on getting pest the enemy and heading 
him oil?, had now become our front : Extreme right, southeaet from the 
Courthouse, Cnster'a Cavalry Division; next Devin's, then an intervd, 
which two brigadea of Chwford'a Division were a t  that moment deploying 
to flll; next, Bsrtlett's Division, Fifth Corps, with Chamberlain's and 
Peareon's Brigadea in  the order named, and Gregory's in support ; Ayera's 
and Crawford's Divisions massed i n  right and rear of Bartlett's; next, 
Turner's and Foster's Divisions, of the Twenty-fourth Corps, and next 
Birney's two brigadea of colored hope  of the Twenty-fiRh Corpe. b d  
Gnally, refneed to the extreme left and facing the Staunton Road, Crook's 
Cavalry Division. The dispositions of the main Army of the Potomac eaet 
of the Conrthonae I conld not know a t  the time, and have never seen m y  
description of them by competent military authority. Hence the &tiom 
which I have laid down for 
the Second and Sixth Cow 
are based upon information 
from c o d e a  who were 
thaw commands at  that t 
The FiRh Corps btteriea 
were all up, and Voee (com- 
msnding o w  old Battery), 
Rogers and Mink were in 
b t t e r y  ready for action when 
the flag, or &sgs, of tmce a p  
pearea. I say ''flags 
truce, " because there 
been confusion on this point. 
It may serve to dispel some 

I ' of the confusion if it be born s- =-*<. , - - - 
i n  mind that more than one -r,-' 
white flag was shown during - 4 

C - - - 
the morning. Gen. Hum- /- 

phmys, then commanding the 
* 

Second Corps, speaks in  his THE WgITB m a .  
book of a l3ag of trnce being shown on hiis front sometime before 10 8. m., 
accompanied with a request, that he would cease premia the Confederate 
akirmish line, which he declined to do until ordered to halt by Gen. Meada 
It is established beyond dispute that a tlsg of trnce wee shown in front of 
CU&.&S avalrg skirmiahe~s as early es 10 a m.; another on the front of 
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Chamberlain's Brigade, of the Fifth Corps; another on Turner's front, 
Twenty-fourth Corps, and still another on the front of the 1st Maine Cav- 
alry, which helonged to Irwin Gregg's Brigade (CoL Smith in commsnd), 
of Crook's Division. Thus at  least five flags of truce were exhibited about 
the same time at  widely-eepmted points on the Union front. Humphrey8 
was coming in on the Farmville Truppike east or a little north of east from 
the courthouse, leading the column of the main Army of the Potomac, and 
the Second Cow must have been a t  leaat two miles from the nearest troop 
of Slleridaq's wing of the army west and southwest from the Courthouse, 
while the distance from Chamberlain's Brigade, forming the right of the 
Fifth Corpa line, nearly due south from the Courthouse to the front of the 
1st Maine Cavalry, holding our extreme l e e  north of the Lynchburg Road 
and north of west from the town, conld not have been leas than two miles. 

For information enabling me to locate thoae commands which I codd 
not pemnally observe, I am indebted to comrades who have kindly written 
to me, or given me verbal informstion. They are Gen. Thomas M. M, 
commanding the Weet Virginia Brigade of Turner's Division ; Gen. Henry 
Capehart, commanding Cavalry Brigade, Cuater's Division ; Gen. Lewis A, 
Grant, commanding the Vermont Brigade (wounded in the head, April 2, 
in forcing the lines, but remained in command till the end) ; Gen. Tho- 
W. Hyde, commanding Bidwell's Old Brigade; Gen. Thomas F. McCoy, 
commanding 107th Pennsylvania, Cbwfordls Diviaion ; Gen. Horatio G. 
Wright, c o m m n d ' i  Sixth Corps; Gen. Frank Walker, of the Second 
Corps staff ; Gen. Joseph J. Bartlett, commanding First Division, Fifth 
Corps; Maj. H. W. Clarke, 185th New York ; Maj. George B. Helatead, 
F f i h  Corps st&; Capt. William M. Davia, 6th Ohio Cavalry ; Serg't J. L.' 
Pray, Signal Corps ; J. F. Butler, Company A, 155th Pennsylvania ; A. C. 
.Scott, Company E, 15th West Virginia; Lieut. T. R. Lackey, 16th Michi- 
gsn ; fi. R. Loomis, Company G, 185th New York ; Gilbert Thompson, 
Regnlar Engineer Battalion, Acting Topographical Draftaman; Clarence 
E. Johnson, of Mink's Battery ; (hd. Serg't Tom Broderick, of Rawles'a 
(Griftin's) Battery ; J. N. Waddell, 12th West Virginia ; CoL Horace H. 
Walpole, commanding 122d Sew York ; Capt. William P. Vose, command- 
ing Stewart's Battery in that campaign; Corp'l Robert A. Shearer, Compauy 
E, l l t h  Pennsylvania Veterans ; Capt. Joseph F. Carter, 3d Maryland Bat- 
talion ; R. E. McBride, 191st Pennsylvania ; Capt Julius H. Stewart, Com- 
pany E, 45th Colored Troops ; Sewall Pettingill, Company F, l l t h  Maine ; 
Surg. K. H. Norris, llt,h Maine ; Clinton Beckwith, 121st New York. And, 
on the Confederate side, Gen. Henry Heth, commanding division ; Gen. 
Cadmua M. Wilcox, commanding division ; Gen. Charles W. Field, com- 
manding division ; Gen. John B. Gordon, commanding army corps ; Gen. 
William Mahone, commanding division; Gen. (now Senator) Matt. W. 
Ransom, commanding brigade ; Capt. D. H. Buell, Alabama ; Capt. Robert 
Evena, Virginia ; Jamea Caperton, of Dement's Maryland Battery ; Joaeph 
Ellieon, 12th Virginia ; Oeorge Dupd, Wwhington Artillery ; William H. 
Haycock, Company H, 2d ViFginie Cevslrg ; Frank W. H u e ,  16th Mi+ 







shippi ,  and several others. It should be added that the location of t h e  
troops L generally bssed upon the moment of the snrzender, and that  no a& 
tempt cas be made to follow the movements of individual conunanda in the 
skirmishing on the morning of April 9. 

Returning t o  the  Fifth Cow : I went u p  the road leading from the  
station past the Trent H o w  to  the village looking for Gen. Bartlett, and 
was informed that he  had met a Rebel G e n d  in the edge of the grove, 
in Peruson's front, and that they had ridden off together in the direction 
of Appomattox Courthouse. And I a h  recollect seeing s young Lieuten- 
ant  of the  185th New York brought back mortally wounded while the  
white flap; waa fluttering. I have since been informed on the best authority 
that this wae Lieut. Hifam Clark, of the 185th, and that he wrts the h t  
man killed in action in the Army of the  Potomac. 

LEaEm OP bf.4~. 
A A - Main Army of the Potomau (Seooud and Sixth Corps). 
a a- Skirmish line of the Second Corps advancing a t  8 a. m. April 9. 
B B B- Fifth Corps. B1. First Division (Bartlett'a). B2. Second Division 

(Ayres). B3. Third Division (Crawford). The dotted lines and arrows in " Ba" 
rhow Crawford's advance to flll gap between Bartlett and Devin early on May 9. 

R's- Rawles's Battery (D, G, 6th Regulars). 
St - Stewart's Battery (B, 4th Regulars). 
M-Mlnk's Battery (H, Ist'New York). 
J- Johnson's Battery (D, 1st New York). 
R-Rodgers's Battery (B, let New York), &own a t  the road in front Le 

Grand's House. 
C T -Colored Troops. Woodward's and Ulyeses Doubleday's Brigades, of 

Birney's Division. 
C8-Foster's Division, Twenty-fourth Corps (in position aa stated by Qen. 

T. M. Harris). 
C - Turner's Division, Twenty-fourth Corps. 
E-Elder's Battery (B, 1st Regulars), in position. Aocordingto the state- 

ments of comrades who were near it, this Battery was in W o n  during the 
morning of April 9, and flred the laat shot of the Army of the Potomac. 

1 1 -Main Rebel army 9 a. m. April 9. 
l a  la-Sldrmish line of Rebel rear guard oonfronting Humphreye'e ad- 

Van08. 
Jb- Rebel artillery parked. 
lo- Remains of Rebel trains parked. 
Id-Munford's Brigade of Rebel cavalry, most of which surrendered. 
Fitz Lee's cavalry escaped a t  daylight on the 9th. The double dotted line 

shows the route by which this force escaped toward Lpnchburg. 
r r r-Rebel batteries in position between 8 and 9 a. m. April 9. 
The infantry force marked "Cox" waa the remnant of Rodea's old divielon, 

commanded that morning by Geu. W. R. Cox, of North Carolina. The cavalry 
force marked "Gary" was Mart. Gary's South Carolina Brigade, which came 
so near being eaten up by Custer's Division, and is shown in position adrano- 
ing, wheu the men refused to respect the flag of truce. 

The dotted lines with arrows showing direction, indicate the routes by 
which Qens. Grant and Sberidan, respectively, approached the Courthouse, 
Gen. Grant having come from near Walker's Church that morning and Gen. 
Sheridan starting from Wright's House, and paseing through the line of the 
Twenty-fourth Corps. 

f f f f - Points a t  which the various flags of truce were shown. 



When the flag of tmce appeared on the front of Chamberlain's Bri- 
pade and the Bring ceased Oen. W e t t  rode out toward their skirmish 
line, attended only by an Orderly or two. At a point where the raad nm 
through an old fence he encountered e Confederate officer, a Captain or 

' 

Msjor, I think, his Orderly said, who came forward, offering his sword, 
snd saying : "I snrrender the remnant of Corse's old Virginia Brigade ! " 

Bartlett replied : "I accept the surrender of the remnant of Corse's 
Brigade, but I have no use for that sword, and Ifdon't suppoee yon mill 

have any fnrther use for it, 
either, except aa a memento. 
You had better put it in ita 
ecabbard and keep it there! 
But where me your General 
officers?11 ~ n s t  a t  that min- 
ate, my informant ssid, Gen. ,- Gordon appeared, and he and 
Bartlett rode off together to- 
ward the Courthouse. I did 
not see this, but relate it as 
i t  waa told to me. 

Within a very short time 
after the white , fluttered 
nearly all our corps and di- 
viaioncommsndem,andsome 
of the brigade commanders, 
went over to the Courthouse 
from our side - Sheridam, 

Gibbon, Ord, Cater, 
"Is IT TBUE THAT UNOLE ROBERT EA8 Bartlett and eeveral others 

SURRENDERED ? *' -where they found Gens. 
Grant, Meade, Humphrep, Wright, Seth W W q  and I do not know 
how mmuy more, but I should say 30 or 40, from the other wing of the 
army, who had come up on the other (northeast) side of the Courthouse. 
Gen. G* now sent me down toward Appomsttox Station to hunt up the 
mmmta and pack-mules of the corps headqnartera, as we had no wagons, 
except a few ambulances and carte, and instmded me to "whoop up some- 
thing to eat ! " Riding back through the moods along the Lynchburg mad, 
which the inhabitante called the "South mad," I soon came out to the point 
where the flag of truce wes &st shown. The woods or grove waa full of 
the Johnnies, who had stacked their arm# and were loafing about on the 
ground. Several of them, eeeing that I came from the diFection of the 
Courthouse, halted me to inquire, "Say, Yank, what's the news? They 
eay Mame Robert hae surrendered. Ia that so?" I told them that to the 
best of my knowledge it was, and that I had seen several of our ofiicers 
and theirs going into a house near the Courthouse, apparently for a con- 
ference. 



When I got to onr line-as the two lines werestill maintained at  that 
time, though all the musketa were stacked on both sides-our fellows 
were equally deairom to learn the newa I gave them all the information 
I had, which wae the aame that I had given the Johnnies. Then I rode 
rapidly back to 5nd the headqnarter mulea and whoop up the n e w .  I 
found the headquarter outfit a t  th'e home of a man named Trent, about 
one mile northeast of Appomattox Station, the distance between the sta- 

' 
tion and the Courthome being about two and a half or three miles. After 
suitably "whooping up1' the colored servant4 and putting the '' head- 
quarter supply train "- consisting of four pack mules, one ambulance 
and two or three country carte - in motion, and imprasing the General's 
cook with the n&ty of " prompt and vigorom action, " I rode back again 
toward onr M n t r y  line. By this time it was 12:30 or maybe 1 o'clock. 
On our line- Fifth and Twenty-fourth Corpe, and the cavalry southwest 
and west of the Conrthouse-the picket lines still faoed each other, though 
"at reat ''-and, as it  proved, a t  reat forever - still faced each other in the 
groves and flelde between the road leading to Appomattox Station and the 
main Lynchburg Pike, this ground forming the Le Grand, Inge, TTent and 
Wright farm. About half way between the station and the Courthow, 
just after yon paas Inge's house going toward the Courthome, the Proepect 
Road forks with the one I was on, and here were four of tfie Fifth Corps 
batteries--Mink's and Stewart's in battery (under Voee) and Rawlea's and 
Johnson's in  column. Battery B, 1st New Pork, Capt. Bob Rogers, was 
alm up, but had gone to the extreme right of our line with Crawford. 

During the forced marches our batteries had a tough time, and 
their horses did not look much like the sleek, well-fed animals that had so 
gaily pulled out from Fort Dushane the morning of March 29. After 
leaving them on the White Oak Road the morning of April 1 we did not 
see them again nntil they axrived at  Jetersville the night of the 4th, and 
leaving them again at  Jetersville they did not come up nntil we halted 
at Prospect Station. Capt. V w  ha8 personally informed me that when 
Battery B left Jetersville i t  reported temporarily to Custer, and aerved with 
his cavalry division during the 6th and 7th, being in action at  Srtilorls 
Creek, but suffering no cas~mltiea. The Battery was in action March 29, 
30 and 31, and April 6. Ita casualties were one officer and six men killed 
or wounded, and 13 horaee killed or dimbled h n .  Wainwright, in hL 
o5lcial report, says : 

The marches of the batteries during these operations were the moat severe 
ever known in the campaigns of this army. The roads were for the moat part 
deep with mud, and the Fifth Corps, operating most of the time with the cav- 
alry, constantly traversed the country byroads in marches averaging from a 
to 30 miles aday. Though the wants of the campaign has oalled for but little 
use of artillery in action, the rapid marchlng and bad roads have n m i t s t e d  
incessant labor on tbe part of the battery oficere, and still more on the part of 
those of my staff, to all of whom I am indebted for valuable services rendered. 
Following in support of the cavalry this corps has done little in the way of 
picklng up abandoned guns and material. At the battle of Five Forks the 
united corps captured five three-inch regular guns of United States manu- 



facture and three caissons; these guns I had hauled to Warmn Station and 
turned over to the Quartermaster there for t,ransportation to Clty Point. The 
caissons were destroyed. On the 86 of Aprll three light Bpound guns were 
found abandoned in a swamp near Namozine Creek, which I hauled up to Qen. 
Sheridan's headquarters and turned over to his Quartermaster. 

It did me a great deal of good to see these old and famons batteries 
"in a t  the death " after their four years of battle ; but I felt sorry that 
Capt. Charley Phillips and hie equally good and famous old 5th Msesachn- 
setts could not have been in  line with the FiRh Corps a t  Appomattox, i t  
having been detached and put in the reeerve when we leR the trenches on 
the 28th of March. 

The question m to what battery 5red the Lest shot in action of the 
Army of the Potomac is also interesting. My natural interest in that arm 
of the service has led me to investigate this question, and I have become 
sativtkd that the honor belongs to Battery B, of the 1st Regulars, then 
commanded by Capt. Sam Elder. There i s  cumulative testimony from 
vrarions sources on this point. The most direct and positive is that of 
Comrade Jacob Miller, who waa a detached volunteer in  that battery from 
the 2d Pennsylvania Heavy Artillery. H e  says : 

After a forced march of 86 miles we were going into action at  a gallop, for 
we could hear the crack of the muskets in our front and the yell of the John- 
nies as they came up after our cavalry who were falling back. We came to a 
small clearing in the woods on the right of tbe Lynchburg Road, and the lead- 
ing brigade of Foster's Division formed line in this clearing, and charged into 
the woods in front of them with a cheer. Our battery unlimbered in this 
clearing. This position we held until the infantry got through the woods, 
when we limbered up and again took the road and followed our charging col- 
umn, passing limber chests and caieaons that the enemy had abandoned and 
set flre under them to blow them up. After comlng up with the infantry we 
unlimbered again on the left of the road and gave the retreating enemy time- 
fuse shell by pieoe from the right until ordered to cease flring. Returning to 
Richmond after the surrender, offlcers and others would come to aee the bab 
tery and gun (No. 8) that flred the last shot of the Army of the Potomac against 
the Army of Northern Virginia on the morning of April 9,1885. But justice 
compels me to say that ours was not the only battery engaged on the Lynch- 
burg Road that morning. While we were holding our flrst position in the clear- 
ing Battery A, of the 5th Regulars, went into action on our left and opened 
into the woods, but only dred two or three shots. After the battery waa dis- 
mounted in October, 1885, gun No. 3 waa boxed up by Evan Evans, Ordnance 
Sergeant a t  Richmond, and as he told me was sent to West Point, aa the gun 
that Ared the last shot on the Army of Northern Virginia. I would like to 
know what became of it. 

But if Elder's Battery did fire the last cannon shot in action, Gen. 
G r i h  and his staff, without doubt, got the benefit of the laat mnsket shot 
from the enemy. About half way between the Trent Honse and the village 
there waa a small building, which had been used aa a blacksmith ahop. As 
adon aa the flag of truce appeared the General, accompanied by Col. Fred 
p k e ,  Msj. George B. Halstead, Capt. Schemerhorn and several Orderlies, 
rode out in fiunt of the left of Chamberlain's skirmish line, and had got a 
little beyond this shop, when about a dozen shots were flred from the grove 
on the right, juat acroes Plain Run from the Sears House, distant from 



the group about 60 or 70 rods. The balb zipped cloee, and Gen. Griflin 
said, "the--- , do they mean to mtuder us after they have wr- 
rendered ? " He then proposed to go over to Peamn's position and, as he 
expressed it, " tnm the Old Third (Bartlett's old Brigade) loose for a few 
minutes ! " But before he a u l d  execute this pnrpoee all flring ceased, and 
the General and his staff proceeded up the road from the blacksmith shop 
to the village, where Gen. Grant was just arriving. Strange senetatione 
poeeessed the breasts of onr men in their bivouaca that afternoon of the 9th 
of ApriL It was difficult to realize that the Army of Northern Virginia 
had surrendered ! Yet i t  was a fact, and when we contemplated it, hud- 
dling about our little fires and eking out what little was lei% of om rations, 
every thought turned toward peace and home. During the next few days 
while the armiea remained there the soldiere fraternized somewhat, bnt 
that day comparatively few of the Rebels visited ns ; in fact, it was the 
policy during the efternoon and night of the 9th to keep the troop of both 
armies in their respective linea The few Rebels who made their way to 
us were cordially received and entertained as hospitably as onr own de- 
pleted reaonrcee would admit In  mme caees excitement and the novelty 
of the situation conquered fatigue, and the boys kept making coffee, toast- 
ing pork and bacon, singing and ekylarking till a late hour. But tired 
nature wserted herself with most of them, and by 10 o'clock both c a m p  
were quiet. As for myeelf, I had never worked so hard or m many h o r n  
a day, not having hnd an average of four hours of sleep in every 24 h m  
March 28 to April 9. For the h t  five days I had to take care of two 
ho- -the one I rode and the little mare besidea, as I did not like to 
trust the latter to the tender merciea of the headqnarter cavalry wrt, a 
company of the 4th Pennsylvania The m n l t  was that when the 5rst 
flush of exultation at  the surrender was over I co l lapd  like a wet rag and 
could have slept on top of a picket fence. 

After stacking their arms and parking their pns the men of the Con- 
federate army were rationed, by order oC Gen. Grant, as soon aa our trains 
could get up. Some mtions may have been distributed about dark on the 
9th, but full supplies were not up before noon on the 10th for either m y .  
The railroad train from Lynchbnrg, which Sheribn had captured a t  A p  
pomattox Station on the 8th, was s u p p a d  to contain 80,000 rations as that 
term was understood by the Confederates, which a t  that time meant half a 
pound of bacon and a pint of cornmeal per maa This train also had one 
carload of clothing, with some boots and shoes. Some writers speak of thie 
train as having been destroyed. This is an error,, no doubt due to  con- 
founding it  with a wagon train captured at  Bnrkesville Junction on the 7#, 
which was destroyed. But the railroad train from Lynchburg, it8 
capture a t  Appomattox Station by the cavalry, was sent on down the rail- 
rosd to Evergreen Station, and was there when the infantrg came up  late 
a t  night. A good many "flakes1' of bacon were thrown out of the care, 
and many of the infantrgmen helped themselves, but we could not use the 
cornmeal, for want of time to cook it. I believe what waa leR of that train- 
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load of buppliea was afterward issued to Lee's tm* But it was not de- 
stroyed. 

I do not think there was any considerable shifting of positions by the 
troop of the varioua commands of either army after noon on the 9th of April 
until they started to leave the place. Those who happened to be in low or 
wet ground at  the time hostilities ceasedmoved to higher points. Of course 
the Sixth Corps and part of the cavalry moved off immediately toward Dan- 
ville, while the & of the cavalry followed Fitz Lee toward Lynchbnrg. 
But, with them exceptions, all the troop, Federal and Confederate, biv- 
onacked substantially in the poeitions they held a t  the moment of the sur- 
render until they finally left the fleld to take up the line of march for home. 

One of our historians, who is generally considered accurate, states that 
"Oen. Grant hsd under his command about 124,000 men when Lee sur- 
rendered," etc. Now, Gen. Grant had "under his command " a good many 
more than "124,000 men" a t  that time, becage he was in command of all 
the armies of the Union. But the slipshod phrase above quoted would carry 
the idea that there were 124,000 present a t  Appomettox ; in fad, that seems 
to be the commonly received notion. It is, however, an absurd error. The 
laat field return before the surrender was that of March 20,1865. In  order 
to get a t  the real strength present a t  Appomattox it will be necessary to 
take only those divisions which were actually present, and then deduct the 
loesea of the battles during the pursuit of Lee and the m n l t a  on the linm 
on the south front of Petersbnrg. 

There were present a t  Appomattox the nine divisions of the Second, 
Fifth and Sixth Corps, two divisions of the Twenty-fourth, one division of 
the Ninth (some distance back) and past of a division of the Twenty-fifth 
Corpe, wi$h three divliom of cavalry nnder Sheridan and two small bri- 
gades from the Army of the James nnder MacKensie. 

The strength and losses of these were as follows : 
Strength. Loss. 

Seoond Corps.. .............................. ... . . . . .  11,880 1,833 
Rfth Corps.. ............................. .. ... .. ..... 11,600 2,582 
Sixth Corps.. ............................................ 10,233 1,529 
Ninth Corps (one division). ............................. 4,480 661 
Twentyafth Corps (detachment) estimated.. ........ 3,000 84 
Twenty-fourth Corps (two divisions). ................. 8,114 1,008 
Cavalry (Sheridan's). ...... ... ...... .. ... .. . . .  10,212 1,?72 
Cavalry (MacKende's). ................................. 1,W a - - 

Totals. ............................................. 61,p 9,131 

The strength of the organizations which remained at  Peteraburg, Rich- 
mond, etc., wm approximately 30,000, and their l o w ,  including the cape 
nre and recapt- of Fort Stedman and forcing the lines of Petersbnrg, &e 

. stated a t  1,627. But we are not dealing with these now. The figures given 
for the organizations present a t  Appomattox are taken from the "present 
fbr duty equipped l '  of the report of March 20. In  our system of fleld re- 
t u r n  we always had three columns, thus: 1. "Pn?aent for Duy." 2. 
"Rwant  for Duty Equipped. " 3. " Aggregate Present." 



The 'Lpreaent for duty equipped" meant the force that was availsble 
a t  the moment for line of battle. The "present for dnty" included de- 
tachments, details, etc. ; in short, d l  those accounted for as doing dnty. 
'The I L  aggregste prercent " repreaented all whose namea were borne on the 
mlla of that date, no matter where they were or what they might be doing. 

It is probable that the "present for duty equipped l 1  might have been 
aomewhat i n d  between March 20 and March 28, when active oper- 
ations began. At Five Forks (&I the battle) Gen. GriBn eatimsted thmt 
h a  hsd 9,200 musketa in the Fitth Corps, which, with the n s d  proportion 
of officers added, would make in the neighborhood of 9,800. 

The FiRh Corps suffered little lase after April 1, except men falling out 
h m  exhaustion, snd them were not numerous. The lcea  of the corps in 
the battlee of Qnaker Road, Gravelly Run, White Oak Road, (March 29, 
30 and 31,) snd Five Fork8 (April I), were aa folldwe : 

, Killed. Wounded. Miesing. Total. 
Bartlett's Division.. ......... 108 ga0 84 77B 
Ayrea'a Division.. ........... 76 452 860 817 
Crawford's Division. ........ 88 652 16(1 Mi 
Artillery (five batteries). .... 6 - 9 .  - l3 - 18 - 

Totals. .................. Zi6 1,747 8a8 Z,SBB 

Add this to the 9,800 left after Five Forks and the total will be 12,380, 
b r  780 more than the "present for dnty equipped" report of March 20. I t  
is probable that the Fifth Corps was increased in ita effective strength by 
about that number of men returning to their commands between March 
20 and the beginning of operations If we apply the same rstio to the 
.other commsnda it wonld give the Second Corps abont 12,800, less 1,833 
lost in action, or 10,967 net present a t  Appomattox ; the Sixth Corps about 
11,000, less 1,529 lost in action, or about 9,470 net presont ; the Fifth Corps 
about 12,380, less 2,562 lo& in action, or about 9,800 net present; the 
division of the Ninth Corps about 4,200 ; the two divisione of the Twenty- 
fourth Corps abont 7,500 ; the detachment of the Twenty-fifth about 2,000, 
and the cavdry, altogether, about 11,000. 

Thns we wonld have actnally present a t  Appomsttox Courthow April 
9 about aa follows, after deducting all losses in the p&ing combate : 

Seoond C o w  (about). ............................................ 11,000 
Fifth Corps (about) ......................... .! ...................... 9,833 
Bixth Corps (about). ............................................. 9,600 
Ninth Corps (detachment) ........................................ 4,200 ............................ Twenty-fourth Corpe (two diviaione) 7,600 
Twenty-fifth Corps (detachment).. ..... ... ..................... 8,000 
Cavalry ............................................................. 11,000 - 

Total ......................................................... 56,000 

I am a w k  that these &pea fall far below the current popnlar belief 
w to the force actually present a t  Appomattox. The return above referred 
,to gives the "aggregate preaent ', of the Army of the Potom at  81,000 (of 
which 17,740 are charged to the FiRh Corps ; but it is certain that not mom 
than 13,500 men at the maximum left the trenchea nnder Warren, en route 



forAppornattox, March 29, 1865); that of the Army of the James at  38,00@ 
and that of Sheridan's Cavalry, two divisions (Army of the Shemudoah), a t  
8,000, without counting the odd hnndreda This is a total of 127,000. 
But, as before atated, it  included everybody on the rolls, and was far in 
ex- of the number "present for duty equipped." There was a field 
return made April 10, which, I have understood from persons employed in 
collating the war records, shows a force of about 62,000 "present for dnty 
equipped" at  Appomattox, but that i t  includes some commands that got 
no farther than F m v i l l e  and Bnrkeaville Junction ! Whereas I have en- 
deavored to give the strength only of those commands which were within 
gunshot of the Confederate army when it  surrendered. - 

Maj. E. C. Dawea, of the 53d Ohio, previously quoted as standard 
authority on military statistics of the civil war, courteously furnishes for 
my use the following compilation from Confederate official m d  semi-offichl 
sool.cee of the etrength of Lea's army in its final campaign. By the 
monthly r e h  of Feb. 20, 1865, the k t  on file in the War Department, 
the strength of the Army of Northern Virginia was : 

For Duty. A gregate 
#resent. 

Foroes on returns of Beb. e0 in Army of Northern 
Virginia and Department of ~ichmond.. .......... 61,576 76,174 

Artillery of k o n d  Corps (eetirnated) ............... 1,800 1.W 
Rosser's cavalry ....................................... 2,000 2,600 
Archer's Brigade, Junior Reserves.. ................. 1,000 l,#X) 
Naval Brigade.. ....................................... 1,500 1,m 
Richmond local, eta ................................... 800 750 - - 

Total.. ............ ..... .... . ........ ............ 88,275 84,824 

The authorities quoted by Maj. Dawea are as follows : Early's "Laet 
Year of the War, " page 122 et seq. ; Morris's Hietory of North Carolina, 
volnme 2, page 283, note. These extract8 are from a paper by McHenry 
Howard, Acting Aeaistsnt Inapector-Giexieral of G. W. C. Lee's Division, 
published in supplement to gbrtherta Magashe May, 1874. Rebel War. 
Clerk's Diary, volnme 2, page 445. 

Early in the morning of the 10th there was a call a t  the variom corps 
headquarters for clerks to report to Aqjt.-Gen. Williams for special dnty 
connected with the prole  lists and captured material of Lee's army. 
Owing to the rapidity of the march the headqnarter wagons and most of' 
the regular clerical force were '' in arreass, " so that a force of clerks had 
to be improvised on the spot to attend to the writing and copying which 
was immediately incident to the surrender. Of t h w  two were sent from 
the Fifth Corps-Hawley and myself-and we were assigned to make 
copies of the regimental and company parole liete and camp and garrison 
equipage return a~ they came in, our particular province being Wilcox's 
Division, of Hill's Corps. This was intereating dnty, and ita details made 
a profound impreesion on my mind. It struck me that the whole bnainw. 
was very irregular. In  some caeee there would be nominal lists of corn- 
paniea '' present for dnty " without names, signed only by company corn- 
mandere, frequently a Sergesnt. These strnck me as being queer paroles, 



bearuse I could not em how the men were to be identitled in caae they 
ahuld break their paroles. However, we all presumed that Gen. Grant 
knew what he wm about. The work of collecting and accounting for the 
surrendered material of Lee's army was not very extensive. They stacked 
about 11,000 or 12,000 muskets and parked abont 60 or 65 serviceable 
guns. Their trains had nearly al l  been captured or destroyed in the oper- 
ations of Five Forks, Dinwiddie Courthouse, Sailor's Creek, Jetersrille, 
Farmville and Burke's Junction. The First Divieion of the Fifth Corps 
had the honor of being aesigned to take charge of the captured material of 
Lee's army, and kept charge of i t  until it wm all properly inventoried end 
turned over to the etsff d e p r h e n t a  to which ite different elemente per- 
tained. They took all their horeee and muleu home with them, together 
with what hsrnees they had end mimy of their carts, which they mid 
were private property. I went over where their gans were parked. 
The remnants of 15 or 16 batteries only were repreeanted, and they had 
dl the way from two to five guns in a battery. Sometimes they had s mis 
son for every two guns, sometimes only one for a whole battery, and mme- 
times none at  all, but carried sll their ammunition in the gun-limbers. But 
not a third of the artillery they had when they lefb their trenches wm sur- I 

rendered a t  Appomattox. The reat of it had been csptnred or deetroyed in 
the flghts from Cfravelly Run to Appomsttox or abandoned. Their guns 
were a miacellaneona lot, embracing Parrott rifles (of which they had made 
s very good imitation in their Tredegar h n  Works), light twelves, together 
with a 12-pound iron howitzer of their own make, which was modeled mnch 
like the lZpunder  Napoleon. It appeared that they had these different 
guns mixed up in the same battery - fkquently two and sometimes three 

.patterns being nsed together. They had little or no d e r y  ammunition 
left, but they surrendered a coLBiderable enpply of ama,ll-arm cartridges, 
mnch of which was made in England. Their infantry muskets were mainly 
the English Enfield, though I saw numbers of old H a r p e r l s F e r r g p e d o n  
muaketa that had been rifled. I was informed that these had been nsed by 
the battslions of reserves which had gone with Lee's main army when Rich- 
mond wae evacuated ; but the strtndard weapon of the regular Confederate 
S n t r y  appeared to be the Enfield, which was e trifle longer and heaviex 
than our Springfield, and carried a trifle huger balL I believe that it wm 
generally conceded by ordnance experb that the Enfield ride of that day wae 
considerably more effective than our Springfield, though not quite so handy. 

The country a b u t  Appomattox Courthouea wm one of the few regiane 
of Virginia that had never bean visited by our troop-not even the 
cavalry - prior to these flnal operations. But they had in two weeks fully 
made up for the immunity of four years, and the inhabitante told na that 
in the closing days of the campaign their own t m p a  had plundered them 
worse than ours. 

I had a, cousin abont seven years my senior. He had graduated h m  
college in 1858, and had gone to Alabama that Fall to be profeeaor in 
a seminary. He had enlisted in the Confederate army in the Spring of . 



1881, and in 1863 the fo lb  at home got a rnmor that he had been killed. 
But rnnning over theae "Rebel company perole liete" I suddenly came 
upon his name eigned to one of them- from an Blabama regiment of Wil- 
cox's Division. This wse a glad surpriee, if I should happen to h d  him, 
which I made up my mind to do. Well, to cut a long story short, I found 
him. He was rngged and stalwart, but " Rebel to the backbone. l1  He waa 
glad to eee me. We talked over old times. I told him the news of the 1 

family, and mnch other neighborhood gamip. This cousin wae a fair speci- 
men of what wae left of Lee's army in ite " last ditch. l 1  He looked around 
at  our swarming legions in a cool, hslf contemptuous way, and then at  the 
rapged, batbred remnant of hie own comrades with ill-conceded pride and 
edts t ion.  

Yon were always a fair-minded boy," he wonld eay to me ; "now 
just look on this pictnre and then on that, and tell me what yon think 
down in the bottom of your heart. What do you suppose would have been 
the m n l t  of this wsr iq we ' Johnnies,' as you call us, had had your equip 
ment and your supplies? I have been in this army ever since the Capital 
was moved from Montgomery to Richmond, and for the last three years, a t  
leeat, theae men that you see hem have not been mnch better clad than they 
are now, and they never had such a feast in their lives as when Gen. G m t  
e v e  them some of your rations yesterday. This army hae loet more men 
from cold, hunger, and every miaery and privation that comea from insnfE- 
uent  clothing and food than from your lead and iron twice over. Many of 
theae men have done duty in the trenches all Winter barefooted, and with- 
out a sign of an overcoat, while yon all look fat and comfortable. I tell 
you if we had had proper food and clothing this thing wouldn't be happen- 
ing here now aa i t  is. There wonld have been another kind of a settlement, 
and it would have taken place a great deal nearer Binghamton than this, 
and a year sooner, beaidea " 

This conversation fairly represents the thonghta and feelinge of the 
soldiers and subaltern officers of the Confederate army a t  Appomattox. 
The thinga they most feared were the negro problem and the confiacrttion 
of property. Some who lived in the mountain regions where there had 
always been a large Unionist element apprehended persecution from their 
loyal neighbors. As a rule, the "fratemhtion l1  between them and us, 
about which so many rhapsodies have been written, was pretty cool and 
formal. They were courteous when we visited their bivonaca, but that 
was d l ,  and they did not visit us mnch in return. AE f .  as the formali- 
tier, of paroling them were got through with and they could be supplied 
with a few days1 rations to start them on their journey they slipped away, 
sadly and silently, to seek, in most caaea, desolated homes, which they 
wonld have to rebuild from the ground up. 

Laving Appomattox the Fifth Corpa marched leisurely to Nottoway 
Oonrthons~, where it  halted for several d a p  in expectation of odere to go 
down into North Carolina to the aid of Sherman. But when the newa came 
of negotiations for the surrender of Joe Johnetonls army the corps started 



for P e h b u r g  en mute to Washington. Dnring thie stay a t  dottoway 
~ w t h o u a e  Gen. Gri* decided to send on to Washington the 11 battle- 
&Igs c a p h e d  by the FiRh Cow a t  Five Forka Maj. Halstead was 
eel& for this honoreble duty, and he was eupported by an e~cort com- 
paeed of the men who had captured them-all enlisted men, except one, 
i f  memory servea me. Doubtlees the reason of Maj. Halsteadls election 
was the fact that he was the only one of the corpa Geneml shtY wounded 
in the campaign. This o c d  at  the White Oak Road, when the gallant 
Mqjor waa with Gen. W m n  under heavy fire trying to "whoop up l 1  

Crawford1s men, and where Charley Mink "got in his fine work," before 
mentioned. I wanted to attend the gallant Major on this mission, but  
Gen. G* reheed, saying no one could go except thoee who had captured 
fb@. Md. Halstead hae writtan me the following m u n t  of this atlhir : 

There were, I think, 11 flags. They (and the captors) were reaeived by 
President Lincoln in Secretary Stanton's oface in the presence also of several 
Benatom, Representstlves and other dlstingulnhed men. Among the last I re- 
member was Prof. Joseph Henry, then of the Smltheonian Institute (eince de- 

. ceased), from whom I had received instruction years before when he was pro- 
fessor of natural philosophy at  Nasaau Hall, N. J. The men were all given XI 
days' furlough. I waa offered a leave of absence, but preferred returning to 
duty,and soon after marched with thecorps to Wrurhington. Nothing of inter- 
est occurred, except the graceful oompllment extended to Gen. Warren, then 
in Petersburg, Vs., by Gen. Orifin, by marching the old With past the quar- 
ters of Gen. Warren, who, with his family and Aids, came onto the sidewalk to 
reoeive the marching salute, and he must have knownfrom the kindly demon- 
strations of o5cers and men that the harshness and injustice to which he had 
been subjected had only glven him a warmer corner in their hearts. 

An incident occurred in the Battery in this camp, not of general his- 
torical import, but of mnch concern to the boya Thie was the death of a 
colt, who was born in the camp near Fredericksbnrg in 1862. She wae con- 
aidered as "everybodyla colt, '' though belonging, I believe, to the Captain, 
who was very deaimns to have her grow up end sea aervice as a "child of 
the Battery. l 1  She was a emart little thing, and the b o p  had taught her 
many tricks. The Appomattox campaign had been too mnch for her, end 
when she died the boys buried her with the honors of war," firing their 
revolvers over her grave. 

On arriving in Richmond I was directed to report to Oen. W e i h l l s  
headqnart8m. I reported to (Xen. Weitzel in person. Richmond was under 
martial law, and Uen. Weitzel had complete control of the place, though 
Gten. Shepley, who had been Provorrt I hahd  General a t  Fort Monroe, was 
known as " Militqy Governor. My dutiea weretemporarily in connection 
with the poeting of " safeguards l l over the h o w  and property of the i s  
habitante and keeping a record of the men so detailed, and to note any com- 
plainte that might be made as to the manner in which they diecharged their 
dutiee. But there were not many complainte. 

At this time Gen. Lee had returned to Richmond, and was living at  his 
residence on Ffanklin street. I had a great desire to see Gen. Lee and pay 
him my mpecta, as I had a great admiration for his talenta as a General and 



hia character as a eoldier. A day or two after I reported to Gen. Weitzel 
he had occasion to aend a note to Gen. Lee's h o w ,  and I was selected t o ,  
carry it. After the surrender there was a p t  deal of delicate consid- 
eration shown by our Regular officers toward Rebel officers who had been 
comrades with them in the old m y .  I remember that immediately 
after the surrender at  Appomattox Q. M.-Oen. Rufus Ingalls took Gen. 
Harry Heth to stay with him as his guest, and after entertaining him for 
two d a y  or eo sent him home to his farm, about 60 miles from A p p  
mattox, in  an ambulance with iisupplieslt enough to last him a month. 
The same sort of courtesies were shown by our Gtena Griftin, Gibbon, 
Hnmphrep, Wright, Ord, Sheridan, Weitzel and others to their old W e t  
Point classmates, such as the Rebel Gene, Longatmet, Field, Wilcox, 
Pickett, Anderson, Ewell, Fitz Lee and many others. I presnme that, 
considering myself a full-fledged Regular a t  that time, I aharea the feel- 
ings of my chiefs. 

Among the incidents of this mrt of fraternization between officers who 
had been claeamates a t  Weat Point was an amusing sffair between Gen. 
John Gibbon end Gen. Cadmus Wilcox. As soon as the surrender was &c- 
complished Gibbon took Wilcox in charge, a4d &r entertaining him two 
or three daya the conversation tnrned on Wilcoxls plane for the future. 
He finally decided to go to New York, and as he had no money except Con- 
federate d p ,  Gibbon offered to stake him for whatever amount he might 
need to get a new start in the world. Wilcox had long been accustomed to 
the large sums in which Confederate money was reckoned, and when Gib- 
bon asked him how mnch he thought he would need Wilcox named a 
ce- sum. It happened that this wae all Gibbon had, except $2 in shin- 
plasters, but he pulled his wallet and connted it out with the air of an 
Emperor diepensing bounty. It was too good to keep, however, and Gib- 
bon had to tell the story to Grillin, who circulated it with much relish. 

On a humbler d e ,  but quite as interesting, was the meeting of Corp'l 
Sam Msjors, of our old Battery, with his brother, who had been all through 
the war in the Confederate artillery. Sam had aerved three years in the 
infantq and a year in the Battery, m that both of them had been through 
it  all. Each had long supposed the other to be dead, and the meeting was 
quite affecting. Sam's brother remained ae the guest of the Battery until 
they left for Washington, and I don't know how mnch longer. 

The message I carried was directed to Gen. Fitzhugh Lee, and when I 
delivered it Gen. Robert E. Lee was not in the room. But thinking that 
I might never have eo good an opportunity again I said to Gen. Fitz Lee : 
"General, if not inconvenient to him, I would like to pay my reape& to 
your illnstrioua relative." At this he stepped into the parlor and motioned 
to me to come in. I was "got up regardless1' in a b m d  new fulldreee 
artillery uniform with white gloves. As I entered the room Gen. Lee was 
standing in the ferther end of it, having evidently just risen from his couch 
in the Library, which wae back of the parlor. He had on a long, gray dress- 
ing gown and dippers. He looked worn and somewhat haggard, hut the 



grace and dignity of hi p m n c e  was something wonderfal. He advanced 
as I aune in and extended his hand. I said : " Gen. Lee, permit me to say, 
sir, that my request to em yon wan dictated by an earnest desire to pay my 
lwpecta to a General whom I consider one of the greatest of history ! 

' Gen. Lee bowed very gravely and said : "It is gratifying to a man in 
my situation to know that he hae the mpect of soldiem who have fought 
against h i  I hope yon express the general sentiment of the enlisted 
men of your army. " 

'*I m u m  yon that I do, sir. All the soldiere in the Federal army 
share tde k g a d  for you personally that I expressed." 
' 

He then, dth a most courtmas bow and wave of the hand, said, 
4 i  GxnT mornid , ab, " and retired to the inner room. 

a n .  Fib fee then hammpanied me to the door, remsrking, m I wae 
wing oat, '~%h e& that the 
General is not well. ?'ha 1~1.4 

Winter was vbry t y i n ~  nn 

him, &nd his fatignrs ant1 pri- 
vations in the last rnnlpai~w 
were al& incnvlilrl~~ tor n. 

man of hir, age to mdnre. 
Please convey my rnmpli- 
menta to Gen. Chdfrry l!'cltr 
hl, and say that I ~nll  w- 
spond to the mt=s*qkv2 7011 
brought later i n  t h ~  dny. 
Good morning." ' I do not known lint thp t p b  
of the message wna, hnt 1;nov 

it had refercnvr l o  the 
aafe guarding of Ckati. Taw'? 
property, which W.I+ n w w -  
sary measure, ad rutrng of onr 
men wantad to testify the ' "  EN. LkE AT Hoarlb ', ' I ' 

respect they had for him by carrying away pieces of hTs feice or '&rubbery, 
etc., as mementoes, and they had already committed some dq$datio& of 
that character. 1 was much struck with the &+lute majesty of Gen. , d e  
personal presence and beating. It seemed to me that I hrjd never see'n qajte 
so msjestic a man. I aid not wonder at  the devotion of thd &nfederab 
soldiery to him. Fitz Lee was much lower in s t a t m  than the ifrerit &n- 
erd, and was quite stout. His fa@ beamed with good nature, 4; not- * 

withstanding his d i b l e  situation, he seemed qpite ch&rfriL " ' 
After s few days a t  these headqaarters I mas t+;lSf?rd '6 

was k n o m  as the " Bureau of Supply." This wns an a rnn  eGeht 'we st to ieaae rations to the destitute people of ~ ichkond .  *e boss  *v: 
erently called it the '*Free.-lnnth Bureau ! l' , ,Nearly & 4h! & _ Zll ,  



Richmond were destitute at this time, so that I might say that for a month 
or so we rationed the whole city. My particular field of operation was the 
suburb of Mancheater, on the aouth side of the James, and the work of 
isening rations to these poor people was very pleaant and interesting. 

Shortly a h r  my aesignment to duty at  Manchestsr it  was reported 
that Sherman's army was coming up through Petersburg, and would cross 
the James the next morning. Of conme all the Potomac Army men were 
anxious to em Sherman's m y ,  which had done snch wonders, made snch 
incredible marches and fought snch a romantic campaign all the way from 
Chattanooga to Bentonville, nothing like it  haviag ever been known in 
k t o r y .  We poor devils had been fighting over and over again on the same 
comparatively little patch of ground in Northern Virginia, Maryland and 
Pennsylvania, several times fighting two battles on the same ground in 
different yeare, while Shermanls army had literally "eaten their way 
through the Confederecy l 1  from one end to the other ! We had envied 
them their "grand picnic through Georgia ; " we had heard the moat mar- 
vellons stories about their "Bummers," their foraging and their fighting. 
But to me personally the advent of this conquering hoat had a peculiar 
interest for several reasons. One was that a cousin, Gen. George P. Buell, 
was commanding the Second Brigade, First Division, Fourteenth C o p ,  
composed of the 13th and 21st Michigan and 69th Ohio, and it would be a 
great gratification to see him and, if poeeible, let himdxnow that, in a much 
humbler rank, I had been doing what little was in my power to uphold the 
reputation of the family. Another was that one of the moat distinguishdd 
regimen& in the Second Division of the Fourteenth Cow was the 17th 
New York Zouaves, in which were many of my home friends and acquaint- 
ances, chief among whom was CoL Joel 0. Martin, an old friend of our family, 
and professor of mathematics in  the academy where I had prepared for col- 
lege. I also wished to see the 10th Wisconsin Battery, which was with Kil- 
patrick's Cavalry Division. My intereat in the 10th Wisconsin Battery was 
due to the fact that several of the old Wisconsin boys who had been with 
our Bat* up to Jasuary, 1864, when they re-enlisted, had taken trans- 
fers to that battery, and so had got the opportunity to add to their already 
brilliant records of Antietam and Gettysbnrg with ns the wonderful expe- 
rience of Sherman's "marching through Georgia." These boys were 
Alonm Priest, Den Fuller, Pete Smith, Jerry Murphy, Frank Bell, John 
~ . - ~ o o k e  and Henry Childs. Of these Priest, Murphy, Childs and Bell 
had all been Corporals in our Battery, and Childs and Murphy had been 
wounded at Gettysburg. They were all from the 6th Wisconsin. 

Unfortunately I missed seeing the 10th Wisconsin Battery, which, if 
memory servea me, was sent home by way of Wilmington, N. C., for mw- 
ter out, and did not come throngh Richmond with Sherman's m y ,  
Sherman's m y  got iteelf up for a special demonstration coming throngh ' 
Richmond. Each c o r p  of "Bummers" marched at  the head of the army 
wrpe to which it,belonged, and the L ' B ~ m m e ~ ' l  attached to general head- 
quarters headed the pmedon.  As a rule, the troop were better dressed 



3m THE CANNOSEER. 

than I expected to eee, due no doubt to the fact that Sherman had got con- 
siderable inppliee of clothing by way of Wilmington &r opening &mmn- 
nication with that point. Their hatteriea were "a sight " so far as equip 
ment was concerned. Many of them had mule teams captured in the 
enemy's country, or a mule and a horse hitched together. Their tugs or 
traces were often of rope or old chaina picked up on the march. Their 
wheeled gear bore numeroua evidenm of ingenious makeshii in the field, 
msny spokes being made of pi- of sapFng, sometimes put in green and 
having the bark still on. Add to this motley ''trainsV of two-wheeled 
carte, ricketty old wagons picked np  from the farms and t o m  as they 
went along, captured Confederate wagom and ambulance+ all loaded with 
every conceivable kind of buff, and yon have a fain't picture of Sherman's 
army as it croeeed the Jamea At the head of one regiment was a huge 
"grenadier," about six feet six, carrging a captnred Rebel tlag staff with 
a broom lashed to the top of it, signifying, I mppoae, that they had been 
' ' making s clean sweep." This, I think, they said was the regiment that 
had fired the last shot a t  Johnston's troops, but I cannot reeall its designs- 
tion. It was said that Gen. Halleck, who was in Richmond a t  the time, 
had made elaborate provision for a ?grand review" of Sherman's army as 
i t  paesed through the town, but Sherman sardonically took hi line of 
march through the city by another route than that arranged by Halleck 
and kept on the even tenor of hie way to Wmhington, leavini "Old 
Brains" to cool his heels on his flag-draped platform in Statehouse Sqnare' 
' all nnhonored and unsung. " 

Remaining in Richmond I, of c o w ,  miseed the "Grand Review at 
Waehington. Capt. Stewart reeumed command of the Batterg while the 
FiRh Corpa was on it% way to the Capital, and had the satisfaction of com- 
manding it in that immortal procession. He remained in the Regular 
Army till 1879, when he retired on awount of hia old wounds, and hse 
since resided a t  Carthage, Ohio. 

I remained on duty, as before described, in Richmond until the Twenty- 
fifth Corps sailed for Texas, when ,my humble service in the Army of the 
Potomac came to an end. 



SUPPLEMENTARY CHAPTER. 
-. 

C u r .  STEWART*# Mmoru o a  EARLY SLRPICE IN THE BATTERY -  EXTRA^ 
FFWY Tam JOUENAL OF BERG* CIiARL~ A. SAHTYYEB. 

N the Spring of 1861 I left 
Governor's Island, New York 
Harbor, for Broanevllle, Tex.. 
with a detachment of 90 re 
cruita-60 for the Battery 
and 4) for Company K. of the 
same regiment. I was acting 
First Sergeant of the detach- 
ment. When we reached Fort 
Brown I found that the Bat- 
tery had no horsea. A short 
time after an order came from 
Oen. Persifer F. Smirh. who 

- was in commsnd of the D4 
partment of Texas, to mount 
the Batterymen on mules and 
send them up the Rio Grande 
to prevent the Indians from 
running stock acrossinto Mex- 
ico. The following morning 
when we turned out for re- 
veille, much to our surprise 
after roll call, the Flrst Ser- 
geant ordered the Bugler t o  
sound stable call. We were 
then marched to the Orderly's 
offloe, and there every man re- 
ceived a cavalry outflt. We 
were then marched to the 
Quartermaster's corral, and 

CAPT. STEWART IN 1890. on reaching there we saw eix 
Mexicans with their laesoe in hand to catch the mules that we were to ride. 
These mules, of which there were over l,ClOO, had been bought a short time 
before from the diUerent haciendas in Merico, and never had even a halter on 
them. I took in the situation, and knowing one of the Mexicans slightly I 
asked him if he did not wish to make an honest half dollar; he said he did. 
"Well, then," I said, "catch me up a mule, if i t  is possible to flnd one. that has 
been used." He said he would, and pointed one out to me that he thought was 
rather gentle. He caught him up; I had him tied to the fence, when I pro- 
aeeded to try to put a saddle on him, but had to oall for aseistsnce from the 
other men, and after considerable kicking, snorting and rearing we flnally got 
him saddled and bridled ; then all hands held on to him until I mounted. As 
soon as I was in the saddle I told them to cast loose. The momeut he was 
turned loose he gave one buck. sellding the saddle and myself half way up his 
neck. Buck number two: The saddle was on his ears, and I was performing 
%me very lofty tumbling to the admiration of the'balance of the troops, but 



I had the 8atDiaction of seeing the rest of my comrades handled in the eame 
dieastrous manner. The mules were all Mexican mustang "bums," and in my 
estimationcould doublediscount any American mule for cueeedness. The girth 
attached to the saddles were cotton, and we had to tie about a dozen knots In 
them to shorten them in attempting to keep a saddle on a mule's back. A mes- 
senger was sent to inform Gen. Smith that these mulee had never been used a t  
all, and that it would take some time to break them for use under the eaddle. 
The General allowed Us eight days to break them in, and a t  the same time 
ordered the Quartermaster to hire some Mexican paokers for the use of the 
pack-train, aa no wagons could be taken along. 

The morning we set out from the post we were all mounted and marcnea 
in front of the company quartera. Before getting to our quarters we had to 
paes Company K's quarters, and as we hove in sight a smart Aleck on the porch 
oalled out. "Here comes the cavalry," when another of the same stripe sang 
out, " Why, that's the Jackaes cavalry I "  However, we got in front of our own 
quartera and got the order for each rank to  count fours. Just  as that had been 
done the paok-train came in sight The leading rascal of the train was an 
American mule, a dne, large white fellow, and as he held the post of honor in 
the lead he had all the camp kettlea and cooking utensils on his pack. The 
mule following him waa hitched to his tail, and so were the rest, each to  his dle- 
leader'g tail. 'me Mexloans who were in charge tried very hard to  make the 
pack-train go on the road leading out of the post, but the leader made a break 
for our company quarters. The Mexicans tried to  stop them, but unfortu- 
nately the girth on the leading mule got loose and the camp kettlea fell down 
among his feet. He came on a t  full charge to where we were formed. I was 
on the left of the company, being a Corporal. They dashed right in front of 
us, and the mule I waa on gave one snort and commenced to run and buck, 
throwing me sky high. After I had been thrown he commenced backing and 
kicking a t  me. I rolled over on the grass, getting out of his reach as fast as pos- 
slble. When I got up  I 8aw there was not a man mounted, every one sharing 
the same fate aa myself. The whole parade-ground was strewn with saddles, 
blanketa and the balance of our traps, including our flintlock pistols that we 
had to  flght the Indians with. In place of leaving the post a t  7 o'clock in the 
morning we did not get away until after Z o'clock in the afternoon. Very for- 
tunately for us we met no Indians. If we had I feel sure none of us would 
have been left to tell the tale, as we were only armed with flintlock pistols and 
artillery eabers, and I am sure there was not a man in the party that would 
have dared to use either while mounted on hie mule. However, we got back 
to the post (having been out a little over three weeks) aafe and sound, but hor- 
ribly diagusted with our "chargers." 

We then returned to  Fort Brown, Tex., named after Maj. Brown, United 
States Army, who was killed in defense of the fort. At the time I served there 
two of his daughters were married to ofUcera doing duty a t  the post. The flrst 
waa Mrs. Van Vliet, whose husband was Quartermaster a t  the poatat that time. 
now retired aa Brevet Major-General, and a t  present living in Washington 
City. The eeaond was married to Dr. Samuel Preston Moore, a t  that time Sur- 
geon of the post, afterward Surgeon-General of the Confederacy. The other 
o5oers were Maj. Giles Porter, 4th Artillery, commanding; Capt. John W. 
Phelps. commanding Battery B, with First Lieuts. H. Whiting and E. Hayes, 
and Rufus Saxton, Second Lieutenant; Company K, of the m e  regiment, 
commanded by Capt. Wooster, First Lieut. J. P. Garesche and Second Lieut. 
J. Dungan. 

It is interesting to trace the destinies of the ofecera and men who formed 
the garrison of Fort Brown in 186244. Lieut. Harteuff waa afterward a Major- 
General of Volunteers, and waa wounded a t  the battle of Antietam; Lieut 
Garesche was Chief of Staff for Oen. Roseerans, and was killed a t  Stone 
River ; Lieut. Weed also served with the Battery a t  Fort Brown, and waskilled 
a t  Oettysburg in the sccond day's dght while commanding the Regular brigade 
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as Brigadier-Oeneral; Lieut. Hazzard also served with the Battery, and was 
killed while in command of another batteryin the aeven days' flght in front of 
Richmond. The flrst thing that happened of any importance was the trial of 
Ma.  Giles Porter, 4th Artillery, the commanding omcer, for drunkenness, 
upon charges preferred by Capt. J. W. Phelps. Of course, such a court called 
for a very large number of fleld oficere, among whom were Lieut.-Col. R. E. 
Lee, Maj. George H. Thomas and Col. C. Waite. The Battery was now ordered 
to Fort Leavenworth. We left Fort Brown the latter part of November, 1868, 
by schooner from Point Iaabe1,reaching New Orleans after a splendid passage. 
Capt. Phelps was left behind a s a  witness on Maj. Porter's court. Lieut. R. 
W. Howard was in oommand of the Battery. Second Lieut. 0. F. Solomon was 
the other ofecer with it. First Lieut. G. F. Talmage joined the Battery a t  New 
Orleans. On our arrival a t  St. Louis we found the Missouri River blocked with 
ice, so the Battery was ordered to take post a t  Jefferson Barracks, and re- 
mained there until the month of March, when i t  was ordered to Fort Leaven- 
worth by steamer. Arriving a t  Fort Leavenworth, in March, 1857, we found 
the 1st Cavalry and the 6th Infantry stationed there, Gen. Harney in command 
of the Department and Col. Sumner in command of the post. Lieut. Howard, 
who was commanding the Battery, had orders to  have the Battery equipped as 
soon as possible to take the fleld, and from that day out we were just as busy 
as bees. Capt. T. L. Brent was Post Quartermaster, and, having served in the 
Battery as a Lieutenant, was very kind, and allowed me to pick out whatever 
horses I chose. He had the Battery painted by themen in hls employ, and from 
morning until night we were busy either a t  the stables or drilling a t  the Ord- 
nance Depot. 

About one month before starting on the Utah expedition the 6th and 10th 
Infantry arrived a t  the post and were placed in camp near the river. I had 
never seen such a busy time ; every soldier in the garrison seemed to be doing 
his best to get ready to start. Before we left the 1st Cavalry, under command 
of the Colonel of the regiment, started out after the Sioux and Cheyenne In- 
dians. Maj. John Sedgwick had charge of the wagon trains containing the 
ammunition and supplies. As the ammunition was the last to be loaded the 
rest of the wagon train war, waiting, when an Orderly from Maj. Sedgwick 
oame to my quarters and iuquired if I knew where the Ordnance Sergeant 
could be f ound. Knowing the old man's habits, I started over to the Sergeant's 
house, where I found his wife all out of temper. She said MaJ. Sedgwick had 
sent after the Sergeant to come and open the magazine, but no one could find 
out where he was; so she gave me the keys of the magazine, and I went over 
and found the Quartermaster Sergeant of the 1st Cavalry waiting there with 
a detail to  receive the ammunition and load i t  in the wagons. 1 opened the 
magazine, took his requisitions, and had just completed the issuing when Mnj. 
Sedgwick oame over, and seeing me come ou't of the magazine asked who 
I was. I told him that I was the First Sergeant of the Battery, m d  that I had 
fllled his requisitions. He was very much pleased, aud told me that the first 
time I should see him after coming back from the expedition he would do 
something for me. The next time I saw him was in Washington City, October, 
U51. I was walking with Geu. Gibbon, and he asked me if. I knew that General 
o5cer coming toward us. I told him I did not, when Gibbon told me who he 
was, and I had just time to  tell Gen. Gibbon what Sedgwick had promiaed me 
when we met. Gen. Gibbon introduced me to Gen. Sedgwick and reminded 
him of his promise. He told me that I was a good deal better off than he was, 

1 aa he was simply worried to death from morning till night, but from that time 
until hL death he war, a very warm friend of mine. Capt. J. W. Phelps joined 
us about two months after we had been a t  the post. Once a week before the 
cavalry left to  look after the Indians Col. E. V. Sumner had what was called 
a brigade drill, the 1st Cavalry, 6th Infantry and the Battery be@g the troops 
who t,ook part. The drill always wound up by a general advance upon the 
enemy and a brilliant charge by the cavalry. This part of it was well worthy 



of the gallant lat, as there were generally about 2b or 90 cavalrymen left on 
the fleld, while a good many of the horses struck out for the stables and a few 
made for the river, as I suppose they thought a good square drink would be 
the proper thing after such a drill. It was a beautiful wind up. In choosing 
homes for the Battery we generally would take about six a t  a time,hitoh them 
up and see how they would work. In picking them out the Captain told me to 
take none over four yeam old, and to  have each section's horses of different 
colors; the right lreotion bay, the oenter black and the left sorrel, the horsea 
for the Battery wagon and forge being gray. 

July 19, N7, we started for Utah, and such a start. It took us about 
two hours to move out of park, and although we only marched about six milee 
some of the pieoes and oaissons did not reach camp until way after dark, but 
in a very few days the horses worked quite well. That difeculty over with 
them we had another to  encounter, and that was getting the h o r n  used to the 
lariat and picket-pln. Each driver had to  remain with hie team for about 10 
day% until the horses got ueed to the lariat gettinp around their fetlocks, but 
after that it was very pleasant for every one. We generally started in the 
morning a t  6,and would march until about 11 or U, rarely ever later than that 
in getting into camp. Our orders were to keep one day's march behind the 10th 
Infantry. The 6th Infantry was one day's march in rear of ue, and no march- 
ing was to be done on Bunday. After getting o* horses broken to work 
steadily, and also to  be able to free themselves from the lariat, i t  was simply a 
picnic, as we had deli~htful  weather the whole way to Green River, and as it 
took us 90 days to reach that point everything went just like clock work, and 
we had a splendid time. On reaohing Fort Kearny we eaw our flrst buffalo. 
At flrst there were two or three small bands, but after we reached our oamp we 
saw thousands of them. When the Captain had come to the conclusion where 
we would camp he told me that if I wished I might go out and try to kt11 one 
for the Battery. I was certainly pleased, and after starting after them I rode 
so as to get them between me and the Battery. I soon made up my mind which 
one I would kill, and riding up close to him bhot him behind the foreshoulder, 
thus preventing him from keeping up with the rest of the herd. As soon as I 
saw he was badly hlt I commenced to try and drive him toward the Battery; 

' 
but he came for me, and that settled it, as I gave him four more shots, and 
down he went. I got off my horse, and as I had a hunting-knife I cut his throat. 
I n  a short time flve or six of the Battery were with me, and we proceeded to 
cut the buffalo up in the most artistic style. We camied most of it to oamp, 
and I do not think there was a particle of i t  left by the next morning. From 
that day on not a day passed but we had one or two buffalo8 until we reached 
Fort Lnmmie. We remained a t  this point for two days, and then started for 
Green River. We had had delightful weather so far. The flmt rain that fell 
was while we were in camp a t  Independence Rock- a rock made famous by 
the late Professor Agassiz, who said that I t  substantiated his theory that this 
Continent had been covered with glaciers. From that point we struck the 
Sweetwater, and passed through a nice country until we reached Green River. 
When we reached the river we found about 8,000 Snake Indians In oamp, and 
as they had seen us coming they did what they could to make a great imp- 
.¶ion on us. The warriors commenced riding in circles round the column, and 
the oldchief, Waahakie, came to  our oamp. He waadmamd and looked like the 
grand warrior he was, but his bodyguard, I must oonfees, did not strike me as 
being very formidable. I expected to  have seen splendid-looking Indians, but 
to  me they looked poor and dirty, and I noticed most of them had sore eyea 
There was only one of the bodyguard mounted upon anything like a good 
pony, and I a t  once started to  make a trade. I offered the Indian $I% in gold, 
but he would not aaoept, though he flnally accepted six red blankets and rode 
off behind another Indian perfectly delighted ; and so was I. After the &reat 
chief Washakie had gone all over our camp he got down ofl his pony and eat 
on the grass in front of the Captain's tent, when I took a good look a t  him and 
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his bodyguard. Washakie had on an omcer's old uniform coat, with a pair of 
very much faded epaulettes. An eagle's feather in his hair, a pair of leggins 
and a breeohclout completed his outflt. But the bodyguard, how shall I de- 
eoribe it. The most that oue could see of them was their buffalo robe. That 
article seemed to be shirt, coat and overcoat. Besides the buffalo robe, a pair 
of leggins and moccasins completed their attire. They certainly did not make 
much of an impreasion upon us aa samples of the "noble Red Men" that we 
had read so much of in Cooper's novels. It was in this camp that I abandoned 
my horse, "Tartar," with whom you afterward became so well acquainted. 
For over a month we were marched up one creek and down another waiting 
for d n .  Albert Sydney Johnston to arrive and assume command. But before 
he arrived the Mormon Destroying Angels burnt three large wagon trains and 
all the grass along the creeks toprevent our stock from obtaining any grazing. 
The General arrived about the 1st of November, and the following day we took 
up the march toward Fort Bridger. We started on the march in a very heavy 
snow storm, some of the horses being taken out of the harness and turned 
1- nearly every mile. When we reached camp that afternoon the Cap* 
ordered me to take four men and go back and do our best to bring to camp 
the horses that had given out on the mamh. After dinner we went back to  
where we had started from in the morning, but all we could do was to 
bring three of the number that had given out, we getting back to oamp about 
midnight. Some of the men had pitched my tent during my absence, and 
when I entered i t  there was 10 inches of snow in it. Fortunately, I had a lot 
of saddle blankets, and, throwing them on the snow, turned in, in boota and 
spurs and all my clothing. The following morning when I woke up I found lZ 
horses frozen a t  the picket rope. The cooks were doing theirbest to pet break- 
faat ready, but It was a hard thing to accomplish. However, afterconsiderable 
time we had our breakfast, and as soon as the men had flnished I had them fall 
in and sent every man to the creek to cut willow branchesand give them to the 
horses to nibble at, aa there was not a quart of grain In the whole command. 
The thermometer that morning stood 46 degrees below zero. The number of 
animals that died of cold and starvation that night waa estimated a t  800. 

We remained in that camp two daysand then started on the march, making 
about four or flve miles. I t  certainly waa a sight to eee us make the attempt 
to  start. Every driver had to lead his horses, and one-half of the Cannoneers 
would take hold of the leading piece and caisson and push them up on the 
horses, the poor animals dmply staggering along like so many drunken men. 
I had bought a pony from the Indians, and had it not been for him i t  would 
have taken us several hourslonger before wecould have reached camp. I just 
tried him as an experiment, and, although he had never had a collar on his 
neck, he pulled like a good fellow. At laat we reached Fort Bridger, having 
taken 12 days to march about a) miles. During all this march the cold was 
excessive, thermometer ranging from SE to  46 degrees below zero, and nearly 
every man was frozen in feet or hands. We made our Winter oamp a little 
below the fort. Every morning we would send our horses out a short die- 
tance to  pick up what they could fhd, and that waa certainly very little, aa 
they were getting weakmevery day, and we had to lift a good many of them 
up in the morning, and the men who were sent in charge of them had to carry 
poles with which to raise those horses which fell down. At laat the order came 
that every home had to be driven over to Henry's Fork and Burnt Fork. I do 
not know where the mules were sent to. Afterward the cattle that had hauled 
the wagons were ordered to be killed at  once, and the Commissary attended to 
that part, and that was the only beef we had until the next June. The Qeneral 
had the Chief Commiesary take aninventory of all thecommissary stores, when 
a n  order was iesued placing every omcer and man upon the eame allowance. 
The flour ration was 10 ounoes daily per man, and as there was no hops or 
baking-powder or salt In the command our ration of bread was simply flour 
and water. I have eeen $4 a pound offered for salt and refused. From the 



latter part of November until the following June there waa no salt in the com- 
mand. I have seen men offer $1 for a bisouit. I waa in great luck l One of 
the commissary employes gave me a bullock's head and the four haofs, and 
the company clerk and myself made a large panfull of what is called head 
oheese. We had i t  all marked off in small squares, intending that it should 
last three months, but when Christmas, New Year and George Waahine;ton's 
birthday came we oelebrated by getting away with a double supply. How- 
ever, the hardest part of ouk duty waa to go out after fuel. The Battery, being 
stronger than any of the infantry companiee, had the running gears of two 
wagons wigned to it, and every morning after breakfast I would have the 
assembly sounded, and when all were in line and accounted for I would order 

' 

the guard to take two paces to  the front, then "clom the balanoe to  the oen- 
ter" and divide in two, and send one-half with each of the wagons. They had 
to go about four miles, and the snow was almoet 10 inches deep. It was pretty 
hard ; still the men were cheerful. 

One of the trains that waa burnt by the Mormona oontgined the clothing 
for the Battery, and aa there waa no more in the Quartermaster's Department 
the Captain gave orders to buy red shirta for the men, so the Battery looked 
more like a flre company than light artillery. After thecavalry had been sent 
away to  look out for the horses and mules the Battery waa ordered to furnish 
men every night aa a picket. The plcket post wee about four miles out on the 
road to Salt Lake City, and the Captain objected, as we had no firearms, but 
Qen. Albert Sydney Johnston told him that "he had never known a saber to 
miss flre." so we had to  furnish men for the picket post. 

Capt. Marcy, of the 6th Infantry, now started from our oamp to Fort Taoe, 
N. Mex., for supplies. There was no detail made. Every man volunteered, 
and they certainly proved to the world what men oould endure, to start out in 
Midwiuter, the thermometer away below zero, without tent8 and pretty short 
rations, no road, not even a trail, and over some of the hkhest  mountains on 
the Continent. Of necessity their sufferings were very great, and a few of 
thesegallant men perished, but the rest arrlved at  Fort Tam and soon got s u p  
plies. Col. Loring, of the Rifles, came back with Capt. Marcy with home, 
mules, a good supply of beef cattle and an immense wagon train of all kinds of 
supplies. What waa left of our horses were turned ovet to u 4  and a hard- 
looking lot they were. We also received some of those that had arrived from 
Fort Taos. When we were ready to  start along came two Peace Commis- 
sioners- Ben McCullough, of Texaa, and George Cummings, of Georgia. They 
started to Salt Lake City ahead of us. What kind of apeaoe offering was given 
or taken by either side I have yet to flnd out, but on to  Salt Lake City we 
started. Nothing unusual happened until we came to Echo Caflon, where we 
found that the Mormonr had contemplated making a flght. A great many 
places were flxed with large rocks and small ones, so they could flre through 
the loopholes. The oaflon is about 20 miles long, and most of the way the 
sides are nearly perpendicular. The road crosses the creek nearly 40 times in 
the 20 miles. At the end of the oaflon toward the oity the Mormons had flxed a 
dam so as to  prevent us from getting through; but the command reached 
Salt Lake City, marched through it, crossed the bridge over the Jordan and 
went into camp. Before the command had reached the city, and, as I suppose, 
to allow us to see what power Brigham Young had over his people, he had 
ordered nearly every man, woman and child out of it. I do no% think there 
waa over a hundred people in the city when we marched through it, and they 
did not come back to their homes until after Gen. Johnston had established hia 
permanent camp and we were on the march to it. Our camp waa in Cedar 
Valley, and named after the Secretary of War, J. B. Floyd. As soon as we 
reached the camp contracts were given out for adobes, lumber, hay, straw, all 
kinds of grain and whatever we needed. It was certainly a blessing to the 
Mormons, as before we arrived very little money was in cfrculation and all 
tra5c was by barter. The camp for the flrst year was perfectly horrible on 



amount of the dust. Sometimecl the wind would commence blowing about 1 
or B o'clock in the morning and continue all day, and during that time you 
could acaroely see 10 feet from you. I know that in my omce I wou1d,c1ose my 
under shuttere and light the candle, and thank goodneee that we were so well 

'off aa to have even a shelter. The command a t  Camp Floyd oonaisted of the 
7th, 10th and 6th Infantry, four squadrons of the Zd Dragoons, Battery C, ad 
Artillery, a detachment of Ordnance and Battery B, 4th Artillery, in all about 
8,000 men, besides a very large number of citizen teamsters. The sending of 
troops to Utah waa a very great mistake, as i t  merely assisted the Mormons by 
buying up aH their spare grain and garden produoe, beeides giving employ 
ment to  a large number and making money plenty where there was none 
w o r e .  After all the quartere were built for the o t B m  and men large conals 
were built for the mules, of which there was a very large number; also stablea 
for the cavalry and artillery horses. They also built immense storage houses 
for the quartermaster and commlaaarp stores. When everything waa com- 
pleted the large garrison settled down to the usual routine of poet duty. 

In  Yay, la, an Indian outbreak occurred between Camp FloydandCarson 
Valley, on the route to  California, aooompanied by depredations upon emi- 
grants and mail stations. The Battery, mounted as cavalry, was d h t e d  by 
Col. C. F. Smith to  p r o d  against these Indians-Shoehonea, Snakes, Plutes 
and Pitt Bivers-to prevent further hostilities. The Battery was commanded 
by First Lieut. Perkine until Aug. 8, when, being sick, he was relieved by 
First Lieut. Stephen H. Weed. The other omcers with the Battery for a short 
time were Aaa't Burg. C. Brennen, Lieut. Becloh, 4th Artillery, and Alexander 
Murray, 10th Infantry. The Battery in the performance of its duty marched 
over 2,000 milea over a barren country, and got no reat until late in S e p  
tember. Though the Indians were continually hoetile the road was kept open 
for the mail and pony exprees, and emigation protected. Several of the scout- 
ing parties encountered the Indiana and drove them to themountains with 1088. 
One attack a t  Egan CaBon, Aug. 11, resulted in the loss of flve Indians killed 
and six wounded; also all their stock. On the Bide of the troops Private John 
Oonley was mortally wounded and Corp'l John Mitchell and Private Herzop 
severely wounded. The Indians during the Summer had 25 killed and m m y  
wounded. The Battery Commander, in his omcia1 report, direoted particular 
attention to the following enllsted men : First Serg't James Stewart, Serg'ts 
Bishop and Workman, Corp'l John Mitchell, Privates West, Armstrong, Con- 
ley, Chapin, Conner, Crawford, Kelley, H e m g ,  Lackey, YcBride, Scully and 
Scott. 

We then started for Carson City, getting there the Fourth of July, lW.  A 
good many people knowing of our approach came out to meet us and invited us 
to join them in celebrating the Nation's natal day. We told them that all of 
our uniforms had been left behind, and we could not make a very presentable 
appearance ; so they very kindly sent us plenty of good fraah bread, beef and 
vegetables, and plenty of beer. Every one here seemed to be nearly crazy. 
Men were going about ssying they were millionaim, and a t  the same time had 
not money enough to  pay for their dinners. The celebrated Comstock Lode 
had been opened, and, being very rich, those who held stock were perfectly 
wild. A good many of these men oame into the camp and made some of our 
men very strong inducements to desert, offering them $5 aday, our blacksmith 
being offered $10 a day and a guarautee of steady work ; but for all that not a 
man deserted, which certainly proved their fidelity. After petting rid of our 
Mormon friends we started back for Ruby Valley, our headquarters, when be- 
tween Dry Creek Station and Diamond Creek Station the pony express met 
us and reported that the Indians had run off the stock from the latter etation. 
About two hours after, while a t  a halt, Ueut. Perkins aaw a few Indians eome 
distance off, who evidently did not wish to be seen. He ordered me to rideorer 
toward them and see who they were, ~ n d  also see how many there were of 
them. I started, and on getting pretty cloee to them the one nearest to me a t  



.once commenced stringing his bow, but I shouted to him to put that bow down, 
and at  the same time cocked my carbine. I then made a signal for assistance, 
and some of the company came galloping toward me. We daahed in among 
them, and found there were about 40 of them. We made them move over to 
where the rest of the oompany had been halted and placed them in charge of 
the guard and then resumed our march, but had not gone very far  before we 
eaw a large number of Indians making for the mountains. The guard was 
ordered to halt and keep a good lookout for the prisoners, and the rest of the 
oompany started atagallop after them. My horse (the afterward famous "Old 
Tartar"), being the faatest in the company, I concluded to head off those who 
were nearest the mountains. When I had passed the one farthest away I held 
up my horse as soon aa possible, and after turning him I had to loo$ to see 
where the Indian had gone. I found what I thought waa a young Buck, but I 
was mistaken, for she waa a rather pretty Indian maiden I She surrendered 
.gracefully, and so did the others. We a t  once marched and soon arrived at 
Mamond Creek Station, when the ageut told us that theae were not the Indians 
who had run off the stock, but be waa of the opinion it would be a good thing 
to keep them until the next morning. 

The fcllowlng day we left our Indians and started on our journey for Ruby 
Valley. We remained there several days, when Lieut. Weed and myself, with 
mmen, were sent to patrol the mail line, going back as far  aa Fish Springs, in 
the desert. When we struck Red Butte we saw a wagon train coming, so we 
waited for them to come to the station. I t  was a train sent out by Col. Smith 
from Camp Floyd with 8) days' more rations. The order s t a M  that Col. Smith 
waa highly pleaeed with what had been done by the company, and that  we 

.should remain out foraOdays longer. After taking some rations out of the 
wagons Lieut. Weed concluded to go to Egan CaBon, where about flve milea 
from that place the express rider joined us, and as i t  waa a very bad place he 
aoncluded to keep us company fora short distance. After getting\hrough the 
-oaBon he started a t  a good gait, and had gone about half a mile when I saw 
him coming toward us as fast aa his pony could go. He was very much excited, 
and told me that the Indians had poaseesion of the station, and that they had a 
large flre built in front and had the station keeper tied to a post and were going 
to  roast him. I halted the column, made the men dismount, 5x their saddle 
blankets, tighten their girths and see that their arma were ready for instant 
use. We could not see the station from the direction that we were going, M 
there waa a very sharp turn in the bluff, but as we turned the point we eaw 
that the Indians had full possession. I t  dld not take us more than two minutea 
from the turning point to get up to  the station, and i t  oertainly was a great 
surprise to the Indians to see soldiers coming. Lieut. Qoode had left the st+ 
tion that morning with his wagon train and a pretty strong party of infantry, 
ec the Indians did not expect to see any of us for sometime. The station keeper 
awhile before this had killed one of their number, and they had made up 
their minds that this was a good time to get even with him. There were about 
W, ae near aa I could estimate, but our sudden appearance surprieed them, and 
we reached the station before the Indians knew what to do. 

Ae soon as we came to a halt most of them jumped from the front of the 
station and took cover in an adjment gully. The chief had no time to jump, 
as he was inside of the station when we reached it, and the others had pone 
before he came out. He walked up to Lieut. Weed and commenced speaking 
to him. The Lieutenant told him that he could not talk to him unlegs he put 
11s ri5e on the ground, and ordered me to  make him put i t  down. I had my 
revolver in my hand and pointed i t  a t  hls head, being very close to him, and 
told him to put his rifle down or I would blow the top of his head off. He put 
i t  down. One of our men had in the meantime cut the station keeper 10- 
and when the chief bad put his rifle down I told the station keeper to take It 
up and keep it. He took it up, but put it down again. I told him again to  hold 
o n  to the rifle, but I saw a t  once that he did not know what he was about. 



Lleut. Weed ordered me to dismount the men, put the horses in the corral an& 
then come out, and he would engage the chief in talk while we were doing so. 
I gave the command to dismount, but scarcely had I done so when the Indians 
who had lumped into the gully flred a t  us; the chief a t  the same time snatohed 
the rifle out of the station keeper's hand. but lust ae he was making the leap 
for the gully Lieut. Weed killed him with asingle shot from his revolver, ae we 
did not want to be bothered with him any more. The Lieutenant ordered me 
to make the men pull down a part of the rear of the corral large enough to get 
a horse through, and to take 10 mounted men and make a detour in rear of 
them and drive them out of the gully. I started on a run and soon drove them 
out. One of them could not run as well as the rest, so I closed up on him very 
fast and gave him a whack with my saber as I waa psseing. He was killed a 
minute later while trying to use his rifie. 

Aa soon as we drove them out of thegully we took the horses back, placed 
them in the corral and then formed a skirmish line and started for them. 
Their flrst flre wounded Corp'l Mitohell, killed Private Conley and severely 
wounded Private Herzog, who wae afterward killed a t  Antietam. We also had 
four homea killed and two wounded. After forming our line we drove them 
up the mountain a t  a very lively gait. We had got up  about half way when 
we saw where their ponies were and started for them a t  once, and getting be- 
tween tbem and the Indians drove the ponies into the corral. There were 20' 
of them, and all their food and tentage was on the ponlea. As soon as i t  waa 
dark one man was ordered to go back to  Ruby Valley and bring the doctor 
with him. The doctor arrived the next forenoon. The morning following 
our flght I was ordered over to  Shell Creek Station with six men, and I got 
there lust in the very nick of time to assist the party, as the Indians had the. 
station party besieged in the station, but when they eaw us coming they put 
out just as fast as they could. Twodaysafter we heard of them being a t  Deep) 
Creek. We started after them and ran them 80 milee into the Bad Lande, when 
ourhorses gave out and it took us three days to get back, with the lose of two, 
of them. We chased the Indians so hard that they abandoned everything, even 
to their saddles. The company aleo did a great deal to  aaeist the emigrants, 
escorting them past plaoee frequented by the Indians and showing them t h e  
mast suitable places to  camp. When the company flrst went out about 12 of 
the Destroying Angels, or "Danites," as they were called, were looking after 
the stations, but when the Indians broke out one flght was quite enough for 
tbem. They were all that could be desired to attack emigrant8 and run off the 
stock, but when i t  came to  flghtlng Indians a very little of i t  went a great 
ways with them. After they had cleared out a good many of our men had to 
ride the pony express, as there were not enough men to  do i t  a t  some of the 
stations. Here, for the flrat time, I had the pleasure of meeting Gen. Gibbon. 
He had reoently been promoted Captain of the Battery, and on his arrival a t  
the Poet he found that the company had not got back from the Summer cam- 
paign, but knowing i t  waa expected had ridden out that distance to meet the 
comrqand. It waa a fortunate change for all those connected with the Bat- 
tery, as i t  wae apparent to everybody that something wae going wrong. The 
Seoretary of War (Floyd) had decided that an artillery school be established a t  
Camp Floyd. It was about as convenient for an artillery school as Hades 
would be for a powder magazine I All that could have been said in its favor 
was there was range enough to be had for any guns that could be manufac- 
tured, but the Government had to pay 20 centa a pound for all freight hauled 
to that station ! 

In  July, 1881, we got orders to come East, and our equipment had been so 
reduced that there was not an omcer or man but had to throw away some of hie 
private effects. Before we were ready to start we could see that the Mormons 
would have liked very much to be able to  cripple us in some way, but the com- 
mand wae the best I had ever seen. There was enough cavalry, infantry and 
artillery to give Ben McCullough all that he could have deeired, and there was. 



a good deal of talk about him intercepting us on our way Eaet; but had he 
eome our way he would not have found another Maj. Lyndel I feel sure that 
the surrender would have been on the other side. When we started East we 
had to proceed by easy marches, as the animals were cut down to half rations 
of forage, and 1,700 miles will tell upon animals allowed full forage. We had a 
very pleasant march across the plains, only one sad thing taking place. Two 
days from Fort Laramie, at  night, a fearful rain and wind storm came up. At 
Brst the rain came down in a perfect deluge, the thunder kept rumbling and 
the  lightning was more vivid than I had ever seen it. A tent of t h ~ .  2d Cavalry 
was knocked down and the Sergeant killed, and every man in it was burnt 
more or lesa; two of the band horses were also killed and three beef cattle. 
The next morning when we left that oamp, before we had marched four miles. 
we found the road covered with hail, in some places eight or 10 inches deep. 
I had never seen such a storm. We reached Fort Leavenworth about the Ist. 
of October, remained there afew days, until the4th, and then startedfor Wash- 
ington, via the Miaeouri River to Iatan; thence by the Hannibal & St. Joe 
Railroad to Quincy; thence by the Quincy Road to  Chicago; thence by the 
Pittsburg & Fort Wayne to Pitteburg; thence by the Northern Central to Bal- 
timore ; thence by Baltimore & Ohio to Waehington, oamping on Capitol Hill. 

Nothing of note occurred en route, excepting that while landing the Bat- 
tery at  Iatan, l o . ,  we observed the first Rebels drilling on a hillside about two 
miles from the railroad. We wnt some parties that way, but they soon moved. 
We proceeded to St. Joseph, and laid there about four days, awaiting the re 
building of the Platte River bridge, which had been burned by the Rebels a 
few hours before our arrival. Expecting guerrillas along the road, we had two 
'&pounder guns on a flat oar loaded and ready for firing, but were not attacked 
en route. We reached Washington the Bth of October, BJl. You are famillar 
with the history of the Battery from this time until the end of the Rebellion. 

EXTRACTS FROM SERG'T SANTMYER'S JOURNAL. 
July 28,lBBO.-We have laid by since the 24th reoruiting up a little. There 

are about 100 Shoshone Indians campeQ here near us, with the Indian Agent, 
William Rogers, or Uncle Billy, as he is familiarly called. The principal chief, 
Shooup, is here also. This evening a little war dance was gotten up for our 
amusement. About Id warriors, with their naked bodies painted white with al- 
kali and striped with yellow clay, so that their dark skins very much resembled 
striped clothes with white facings, their faces half white and half black, their 
hair done up in a bunch on top of their heads and tied with a string, and a long 
feather stuck in the top of it. They looked like so many clowns, entering the 
ring in single flle, only that they ran in snake-faehion and came to a halt. They 
formed a ring, and commenced keeping time by stamping one foot to a drawl- 
ing song, which waa as follows: " Ai oh wishe tooka pah. Ai yah nan. Ai yah 
t u  yu ni nah," eto. Two of them who were leaders of the ceremonies kept up 
an ambling gait in the center of the ring,singing louder than the rest, and 
when they came to a dead stop stamped most energetically, and gesticulated 
in a manner that would do credit to a lot of monkeys. One of the leaders would 
dart out snake-fashion and receive a present and then dart back, dodging the 
pieces of wood thrown at  him by the idle Indians standing around, and when 
one would strike it would cause great laughter. After the preaenta were all 
given out they dodged away as they came, in single flle. When they got t o  the 
water they tumbled in pell-mell and washed themse!ves, which afforded us aa 
much amusement as the dance. A train of emigrants arrived bn lgh t ,  and will 
lay over here to-morrow. 

July 28.-We had quite a ball in the emigrant oamp &night. The moon 
.shone bright, and the music surpassed anything that usually oomea from 
Arkansas, and I have no doubt if a musician would go to  Arkansae instead 
of California he would make his fortune. The ladiea- there were only four 



that would dance - were specimens of the baokwoods, dressed in half-Bloomer 
ooetume, though the material was calico. One, who, no doubt, lived near 
Paris, had some idea of crinoline, but aa hoops are very useful in keepiug 
barrel8 together in this country, it seems that she could only get one, and with 
thia one she made quite a display and attracted equally as much attention as 
Wss Bloomer herself. As the other two ladies were rather modest in their 
deportment, I don't think a dewription necessary or interesting, a6 every one 
that danced seemed determined to enjoy themselves, and everything went off 
flrst rate. Even our doctor forgot the gravity of the medical profession and 
made some horrid grimaces and attempts to be funny. Old Uncle Billy was 
around and danced a hornpipe, after which the ladies retired and the "ball" 
w'aa over. 

Aug. 11.-Quite an eventful day. The oompany, numbering I flghting men, 
left camp at  8 a. m. At Butte Station we met Lieut. Qoode with the supply 
train. After getting some mail matter from him we continued our journey 
and arrived at  Egan Oa5on about flve o'clock; distance, 4!2 miles. At abyut 
flve miles from the station the pony exprese passed us, and when we were 
within two miles of the station we met him coming back, and he informed us 
that there were 250 Indians around the station, and that they had the keeper 
oorraled. As soon as Lieut. Weed came up we h o k  thg gallop. On coming in 
sight some few of the Indians that were warned took to the hills. but the rest 
resolutely stood their ground. The chief advanced to shake hands, but the 
Lieutenant made him lay down his rifle, as it was his infention to make hlm 
prisoner and disarm the whole of them in the same manner, but a t  this moment 
Corp'l Mitchell charged the Indians without orders. He was followed by 
two or three, leavtng the reat of us quite unprepared, aa we were awaiting the 

. order8 of Lieut. Weed. Mitohell was shot in the thigh and his horse wounded. 
Hersog was shot through the neck, and Conley was shot in the left side, the 
ball coming out on the right. The action became general after Mitchell's 
oharge, and quite a lively flring was kept up for about an hour, the Indiana 
retreating to the hills and rooks, where four or flve of them were killed a t  long 
range. It was useless to follow them, as they oould fire on us with impunity 
without running any risks themselves. One Indian was killed a t  the station 
and flve or six in the rocks. Several were wounded, as we saw them carrying 
off their bodies. Two ponies, two rifles, several quivers of poisoned arrows, 
some antelope and deer skins were oaptured. All hands kept guard during 
the night, but nothing occurred to  disturb us. 

Aug.-12. Nine men went back to Ruby Valley this morning with the 
wounded. Five men went as eacort to the pony express as far as Shell Creek. 
leaving nine of us to keep the station. Yesterday, when the Indians first came 
to the station, they pretended to be friendly and demanded flour. Some being 
given them they demanded more. Two sacks were then brought out, when 
they demanded coffee,sugar, meal, powder and lead. All the eatables that the 
station keeper had were given them, when they threatened to  take everything 
he had, including stock. I t  was at  this time that a dust was seen on the road, 
and the Indians laughed and said it was Shoshones coming to help them, but 
when we camein sight they commenced a jabbering, and I suppose concluded 
to act as friends. There were four returned Californians here awaiting a 
chance to get through, and no doubt they would have been killed with the ata- 
tion keeper but for our opportune arrival. I t  is believed thatit was the whole 
tribe of Goahantea out on a war hunt. All hands took turns on guard. Serg't 
Maisak, who had been down thevalley looking for grass, came back greatly ex- 
cited and reported an Indian camp in a ravine. Lieut. Weed took Maisak, 
Workman, West, Harding and myself, and away we galloped for about seven 
miles. Arriving a t  the spot Maisak, who was on our extreme right, did not recog- 
nize the place, but turned off to the right and left us. The signs were evident 
that a party of Indians had recently left the place and could not be far off. 
Accordingly we rode to the top of the hill and got sight of four or flve about 



a mile off. West suggested a charge directly after them, but IJeut. Weed said 
"no," as he had no idea of what their number might be; that i t  was best to 
head them oil and keepthem fromgetting to themountains (toward Antelope). 
and about that time the infantry would arrlve and we would have the uphill , 
of them. So away we went up hill and down until we made certain that we 
were ahead of them. Beeing one of them standing near a cedar we dismounted 
and proceeded down the ridge on foot, expecting to find them in every cedar and 
momently expecting a shot. There Lieut. Weed and Weat executed a drill on 
the Zouave or artful-dodge plan. On reaching the foot of the ridge imagine 
our surprise when we heard the devfle whooping behind ue; so we rode to the 
top of the hill and bade them farewell, and took a little satisfaation out of a 
target. AE soon as theinfantry arrived we retraced' our steps. A dog stand- 
ing close fo a cedarledus to see what the attraction was, and we found it to be 
a equaw and two papooses. Leaving them with the infantry we went down to 
the " wicker-upe." Deat~ctiven088 got the better part of our other organa, and 
I pitched into the household furniture. Old bucketa that never leaked could not 
resist the fury of my heel. Finding nothing more to oppose my matchless 
valor, and having surpaaeed some of the feats performed by that mlrror of 
chivalry, Don Quixote, I turned h see what the rest were doing. Workman 
waa looking for skins; Herding was delighted a t  finding two awls and a brass 
spoon; West had his horse loaded down with jerked mule meat, while the 
Lieutenant waa eilently congratulating himself on the brilliant victory he had 
gained. 

Aug. ll-The captured squaw waa very communicative after she had a 
few good meals. She clalms that the Goahantee want peace ; that they are very 
muoh tired of the warpath, and that I she had her freedom she could bring the 
tribe in and they would agree to be peaceable and sign papers to that effect. 
After considerable talk between her and the interpreter she agreed to  go and 
bring the tribe to-morrow, but wanted to take her papooses, to which Lieut. 
Weed objected. He agreed to let her go, but held her papooses until she re- 
turned. Toward night she consented, and left a t  sunset with grub enough to 
do her for two days. 

Aug. 17.-After a very troublesome night nursing the two papooees to 
keep them quiet, judge of our surprise a t  daybreak to see the hill two milee 
away covered with Indians, and our squaw with one Indian, her husband, one 
mile down the valley approaching the camp. On reaohing the camp ehe in- 
formed us that the tribe wanted to be friends, and if we would be friends they 
would come to camp. Lieut. Weed wid to her to tell them to come in. Shegave 
a signal and they came on a trot. On arrival we formed them in line, they 
numbering 108. They were the hardest-looking gang I have ever seen. They 
were all smilee and how-deya, and seemed glad to shake hande and talk. They 
were loud in their praiaes of our bravery, saying, "We can't fight soldiers ; you 
shoot too much bullet," etc. After a paper was drawn to the satisfaction of 
Lieut.Weed, binding them to prevent any interruption of travel through their 
country, e'tc., which the chief signed, they were given flour, bacon, coffee 
and sugar to their satiafactjon, and were then released. They, however, re- 
mained in camp until nearly dark, when they moved over the mountain, a p  
parently happy. We counted 2.4 of the Indiana that had been wounded in the 
M e r e n t  allairs with ue, and they seemed proud of their wounds. 

[TEE END.] 




