PITE SITUATION IN THE WEST.
ADVANCE OF THI! ENEMY UPON JACKSON
—~SHARP FIGHLING ALONG THE LINES—
THE BNEMY REPUISED—SPEECH OF GEN,
" BRAL JOHNSTON. TO HIS ARMY—FINE
CONDITION OF OUR TROOPS—INTEREST-
ING INCIDENTS ’

N
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The Memphis Appeal, [nosw published at Atlanta,
Georgia,] has'a long lettor decoribing the situation
of affairs about Jaskson, from which we imake
somo fnferesting estraets: ' :

B —

After the capitulation of Viekslwrg, Grant jm-
mediately turned his atlention to thia point, his
policy €vidently being, na I remarked in my laat
to march rapidly to the capfure or discomfiture of
General Johnston’s army. He did not even enter
the conquered city in person, satisfyicg himsel?
with placing a etrong garrizon there, and on tho
evening of the 9th instant, his advance drove in
our outerline of picketa .

Qur line of fortifieations, selected by the cugi-
neers more with a view to the number of men we
could tring to tho defense of Jackeon than the to-
pographical fitness and strength of the position,
Tuns in Bome Places pcross the bwer face of an in-
clined plain, or the baseof a ver{ gently rising
plsteay, or upoa a suecession of -low hills, -com
manded by wooded elevations, thet once in the
enemy's possesgion, will place our greateststrength
in the hve niaterial in the trenches. General
Breckenridge's division ocoupicd the left wing, Ger -

eral Loring the right, and Generals Walker ang

Trench in the centre, all veteran troops, with con-
fidence in their causs and their commanders,

On the morning of the 10th, the enemy’s skir-
misherginfosted tho grownds around Biskop Green’s
residenté, aboul s quarter of s mile from our
‘brenstworks, and.his sharpshooters began their
long rango practice from cvery available .oover
they could procnre. A fow well dirested phells

from our meriara-dislidged  the . advonco okaut-g-
ftut the enemy anly rotived kb

Digitop Goben’a yavd,
to bring up & battery, 20l _comraenced .. playiog
upgi-our works, bt so sadly ouy of i'ratige .1k
thoit missilos passed over the works, lodging: f3
up id tha city. ‘Our gung gilencéd this battory-
before their cannoniers oould ‘even get the range ;
g0 it accomplished nothing. .

. Desultory firing among the skirmishere on both’
gides, with an ocoasional artillery shot, ‘was kept
up uatil'ten o'clock, A, M., resumed at noon, axd
afterwirds until night, by fits and siarts, at inter-
vals, botween whion a deep silence reigaed over
the oily. There were fow non-combatants in
town, the women and children having been romov
ed in the morning by order of General Jchnston.—
A few ladies would remain, but, even tLese un-
dannted few succumbed before the hesvior ficing
of the next two days. .

General Johnson addressed the trocps infihe.
front on the mornivg of the 10th, and porhaps
made o Jonger speech then he has been ever
kaown to make, tor he epoke several minuies!—
His language hid the ring and.- tone of ho;e and
victory, words which the army apprepistes coin-
ing from Joe Johnston, who, hie Mar! Anthony,.
isa'¢pluin, blunt man.” There wesno bombast
orsilly vanity in his decliration that this army
¢ould and weuld whip the enemy, who, Was at that
moment feéling our lives, for he knew both armies,
and the only supsrior thing in ‘he enemy, to-wis,

numbers, ko had every reason to believe was not |

80 Very farin exoess of ours as to render success a
all doubtful. The General epoke of the fall of
Viocksburg, but did not at all. consider its loss vital
to the Confedericy. )

1t may not be mal apropos to remark that this
army under General Joe Johnston is in fine” fight-
ing condition ; that the men sz€m personally alive
to their duties, and that there is less straggling,.
better disoipline, and more of that old spint of
chivalry among. them, the spitit of the earlier daye
of the war, than any wilitary organization in the
Weat, and the country may look without fears of
disappointent to this army for a glorious viotory,
or a gallant and stubborn resistance while resist-
ance is possible. - - .

On Saturday the cnemy’s skirmishers were
thrown out &t an early hour, and shofs were being
constantly interchanged betwéen them and ours
Their sharpshooters annoyed us very much from
somehouses west of the cemetory, on the enemy’s.

left contre, within and on top of which they had}

taken position. Thoy were driven from thess by
a porlion of Evaps’ brigade, and the houses de-

stroybd. Thronghout the day much speculation [

wasg indulged a8 to the enemy’s supply: of water,
many thivking he was suffering for. that essential
liquid, but somo prisoners brought in informed us
ihat Grant had -come prepared to dig wells, and’
that. they had found a pond of ‘water not-far from
the deaf atd dumb asylum. )
This day they established a signsl

I

. . S l i
the cipola of ihe ssylum ‘ for the - Insane.
could n lodge them from that point without
imminent risk to the poor afilicted ‘inmsates, who,
together with 1he employecs and. their families,
are all there. -Is'it not disgraceful to theenenmy to
avail'himself of the immunity from sttack which
this benevolent buildiug affords him; to perfeot his
signal gorpa? The asylum is within
by‘n:;) gosﬂna ‘b:‘ybn(}‘ the mage of ousshells; This
is not the firsl time he mede himsclf o shisld
out of the infirmiting of. .

| cBg

&o~anslly ewellid into the™ well known roll of
s 2afxetry, cver the imsigna of a.battle.. But tha
T ek the ememy’s right wicg, under. Genernl’

‘§:iodition on tho extreme left.

[ Cohb’a guns eweeping, with: grape and canister,

'] Genorft Stora \
"} oum’s and Captajn Cobb’s batteries, and said that

1 wora picked up by our men on the field. Our leys

his lines, but §.

volea; bt 1t 18 4he |

9 o'rllpok thore was a good prospeol for.s gemersl
ment, and shol and chell flew  aboul Rl
plantifully as minie Yalls the duy before. -
¢ desultory aliots besame more rvegular, aud:

fripe ‘was ooncentrated upon our left. At10
‘v tibut, yuoved to  the attaok of Breckenridge's:
Brigadier General
Eigeall’s commaud was the objest of their peouliar
sitection, Slooum’s and Cobb’s balteries were in
pryition to  receive thei, - The. enemy’s line ap-
pronched “our works in the form of a V reversed,
the 'apex of whioh wasg direotly in line with, and
oAty oue hundyed yards from Cobb’s battery; The
¢newy halted and delivered their fire vory dolibe-
ratoly, whea Cobb and Slocum opencd on them,

malaghan one hundred of them into eternity, and
wotnding numbers of others. -

-Ab this juncture our skirmishers,.who were on
thg olber side of the ditoh, and. not many yerds
Ir&n the enemy, oharged them with'fixed bayonets,
#1id the mén in the trenches jumped over the works
asdpursued the now flyivg foe, wilh vociferous
cheerd. The enemy lost in this charge five hun-
drea in kilted, wounded and prisoncrs. General
Hurlbut, the ronegade South Carolinian, was driv-
en back, and his men, of whom he boastingly said
vnevet knew a defeat,’” fled before the brave Kopn-
tuokisgs. We killed one Brigadier General, two
Colon}ia,"and captured the regimental colorsof
the 21 .J6311 and 2('3(!1.l Illinoi? in th'?i t’l?hrg?i'n

acJopogion bi oomplimeniéd Rrigadier
& t qi 's wﬁhmﬁa, h?é}tiding Captain Sia.

too-much praise -could mnot be awarded them for’
their coolness and bravery in aolion.” A number
of amell arme and articles of militery equipsge

was not exceeding thirly, nearly all of which were
wonnded. Aftor this rather brilliant affair the
cncloy beoame vory still.- Toward evening they
were repori{«d macsing troops on our right. I no-
ticed thal they conoentrated the five of their batte-
ries on two or three promisent points, and . seewn
to adopt the tactios of General Led in ‘massing
their troops. )

During the -heavy hombardment of this city,
Colongl Withers was killed by the explosion of a
shell, ‘nesr his own residence. Thecolonel is
father of Colonel Withers, of Withers' artillery,
and had just returned from the front when ho was
killed. {le wag buried last night by his faithful
sleve, who was fired upon by the enemy during
the futerment. This boy’s conduect to hia deceased
master ig a rebuke to the cnemy. Tn tho fage of
the enemy’s position, at night, within easy rango
of the enemy’s sharpshooters, he, with the assict-
snoe of two Confedlerate officers; and by the flick-
ering light of a lamp—which was shot out of his
hand- while lie was ierforming his ssored duty—
carried the bady of hig dead master and interred it
with-as 10uch affeotion and tender care a8 if'it wers
his own child.- - k

‘Che scene presented iv Jackson yesterday,during
the last of the action, was an exciting yet very
moturnful one.  The streets wore deserted by all,
suve here and thera a courier, dashing along at full
speed, or a strageling citizen, or negro ceirying
some article of valua to the rear, or a bloody ktter
borne by four geldiors bearing some wounded man
fiom the front to the field infirmary. Crash upon
cerash from expleding shells was heard upon evary
side, while cannon balls of every siz3, from » rix
to a-thirty-two pounder, scemed io strike every-
where at once. .Yet, the amount of raissiles which
fell in the city wes small, and the damage dons
nothing compared to the noise made. What
way Mra. Dickson’s house, is now the First
 Missisaippi  Hospital.  De Driokell was ‘struok,
by two shells, near the Dispensary,” and the
gick very much endangered. Quite u pumber of
‘shot &nd shell fell around tho Soldiers’ Homae hos-
pital, (Dr. Walter Carr'y) and others near the City
Hall hospital aud the Blind Asylum hospilal.’ One
would suppoee that the Yankees had, singled out
the yeliow flag as the especial object of thoir eplecn.
Sorae cromon shots passad through Br.  Auatin’s
deipog, and saveral lodged in - the réar of Mr.
' A large percussion shell p

; K ) !
e tefogrzph ofiice llin%w_(.o Main stroot,
st of- 4 wagontéain, but  nobody wasg. )

ndend, there is.no portion..of.-our--toirh

4 by our ge’mJev"D?eLhren of the Noxth.!’—

v M orning tho balls are whizzing ‘around ad "lih. §

Hum, and “ dodging shells” has become quite " the

rage. " You cansee men walking' tire streets, and

every now aud then"dodging behind ‘some tree” or }
brick wall, to cseapa the hissing destruction intheir
rear. There is not much prospcet for a general-en-
gagement to-day, but we are waiting on the

Yanks! - General Perberton’s army are. nearly all

paroled: Every man goes off on his own ‘hook,

nearly one half that army are gone home or else-
whero. | : ’ . :




