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LATER FROM HARPER’S FERRY

THE INSURRECTION.

., DESCRIPTION BY AN EYE WITNESS.

DESIGNS OF THE OUTLAWS,

A Reveolution Intended, and a Provisional
Goveinment of the United States.

BarTtizvorz, Oct. 18.—An eye.svitness, who has
returned from Harper's Ferry, desceribes the scenes
there as follows :— .

‘Tke first attack was made by a detachment of
the Charlestown Guards. who' crossed the Po-
¢omac river above Harper's Ferry, and reached
the building where the insurients were posted by
the canal en the Maryland sice. Smart liring oc-
curred, and the rioters were driven from the
bridge. One man was killed here and another
arrested. ‘The latter ran out aed tried to escaps
by swimming the river. A dozenshots were fired
after him. e partially fell, but rose again and
ibrew Lis gun away, drew his pistols, hoth of
which saapped, drew his Bowie knife and ecut
all heavy accoutrements off and plunged into the
One of the soldiers was about'ten feet be-
hird. The man turned round. threw nup his
Drands and cried, ¢ Don’t shoot.” The soldier
tired, and the man fell into the water, with kis
face blown away. His coat skirts were cut from
Ais person, ard” in the pockets was found a Cap-
tuin’s commission to Capt. F. II. Leeman, from
1kLe Provisional Governinent of the United States.
‘The commission wzs_dated October 15th, 135!

» and signcd by A. W. Brown, Commander-in-

¢+ investigations about the probabilit

«hief of the Ariny of the Provisional Government
of the United States.

A party of five of the insurgents. armed with
Minierifles. and posted in the Ritle Armory, were
expeiled by the Charlestown Guards. Theyran for
the river, and one who was tnable {o swim, was
drowned. ‘The other four swawm out to the rocks
in the midéleof the Shenandoab, and fired upon
the citizens and troops assembled upon the banks.
“Fhis drew zpon them the muskets of between two
id three Lundred men. and not less than four
mdred shots were fircd at them from Harper’s
Ferry, adbout 200 yards distant One was shot

dead sceend, 2 negro, attemnpted to jump
over the dam, but fell shot 2nd was notscen after-
wa ;. ¥ie third was badly wounded. and the

Temairing ene was taken unharmed  The white
insurgent wounded and captured, died inafew
moments after, in the arms of our informant. He
was shot through the breast, zrm and stomach.

Ile declared” there were only nineteen whites
engaged in this insurrection.

Yor nearly an hour, arunningand random firing
<vas kept up by thetroopsagainst the rioters. Sove-
¥al wercshot down, while many managed to limp
away wourded.

During the firing, the women and children ran
shrieking in every direction; but when they
2earned that the soldiers were their protectors,
they took good courage and did good service, in
the way of preparing refreshinents and attending
the wounded.

Our informant, who was on the hill when the
ring was going on. says all the terrible scenes of
2 battle passed in reality beneath his eves. Soldiers
could Le seen pursaing singly or in couples, and
zhe crack of thie musket and rific was generally
Jollowed by one or more of the insurgents biting
the dust. 'T'he dead lay in the streets where they
#ll. The wounded were cared for.

Captain Brown's wounils consist of§: sword-cut
in the forchead and a bayonet wound in the
Xkidreys. Another of the rioters killed wasnamed
Stewart Taylor. J. C. Anderson, a ringleader,
who stopped conductor Phelps vesterday, was
Jsilled during the first attack by the Virginians.
Anderson wus a fine-looking man, with a tlowing
swhite beard.

Soms of the Maryland volunteers are in pursuit
of Capt. Cook’s party. A body of fortv men,
mounted, left this afternoon for Ilarper's” Ferry,
to pursue the rioters. It is reported that many of
them have escaped and aresecreted in the moun-
tins. A negro, named Green, who was conspi-
cuous in the fugitive slave riot at Harrisburg,
some years ago, was amony the insurgents.
INTERESTING DRTAILS—CATT. BROWN AND HIS RE-

CENT MOVEMEXTS—THE OTHER LEADERS—COM-

MENCEMENT OF THE INSURRECTION—DEPARTURE

OF COOK FOR PENNSYLVANIA.

Barrivore. Oct. 13.—The following interesting
narrative of the recent events at Harper's Ferry, is
wleaned frown the report of the editor of the Ame-
rican, who accompanied the troops from this city
and returned this cvening,

The principal originator of the short but bloody
existence of this insurrection was undoubtedly
Capt. John Brown, whose connection with the
scenes of violence in the border warfare of Kansas,
then made bis name familiarly notorious to the
whole count Brown madé his first appear-
ance in the viciaity of Harper's Ferry more than
A year ago, accompanied by his two sons, the
wlole party assuming the namo of Swith.” He
Znquircd about land in the vicinity, and made
of tinding

.. ores, and for some time boarded at Sandy Point,

a mile cast of the Ferry.
After an absence of soine montks he re-appeared

 in the vicinity, and the Llder Brown rented or
~leascd a farmon the Maryland side, about four

suilesfrom the Ferry. Theyhought a large number
of picks and spadss, and this contirmed the belief
that they intended to mine for_ores. They were
seen irequeniiy in and aboui liarper’s rerry, but
no suspicion seems to have existed that *¢ Bill
Smith" was Capt. Brown, or that be intended em-
‘barking in any movement so desperate or extraor-
dinary. Yetthe development of the plot leaves no
doubt that bis visits to the Ferry and his lease of
1he farin were all parts of bis preparation for the
insurrection, which he snppose'f) would be success-
Zul in exterminating slavery in Maryland and
Western Virginia,

Brown's chief aid was John E. Cook, a compa-
ratively young man, who has resided in and near
the Ferry for some years, He was first employed
in tending a lock on the canal. afterwards taught
=cLiool on the Maryland side of the river, and after
2 brief residence in Kansas, where it is supposed
Je became acquainted with Brown, returned to
the Ferry and ma:ried there. ¥e was regarded as
a man of some intelligence, known to_be anti-
slavery, but not so violent in the expression of his
opinions as to excite any suspicions. These two
men, with Brown’s two sons, were the only white
men connected with the imsurrection, that had
Leen seen previously abeut the Ferry.  All were
Drought by Brown from a distance, and nearly all
4iad Deen with him in Kansas.

The first active movement in the insurrection
swas made about batf-past ten o’clock on Sunday
night. Wm. Williamson, the watckman on the
3iarper's Forry bridge, whils* walking across to-
avards the Maryland alde, was scized by & number
«wf men, who shid that he was their prisoner, and
znust come with them. He recognized Brown and

‘<«Zook among the men, and, knowing them, he

“2reated the matter as a joke; but, enforeing si-
3ence, they conducted him to the armory, whish
he found already in their pussession. e was re-
< ised ter” daylight, and then discharzed.
“¥ e watchmen who was to relieve Williamson at

* shot was Joseph Burley, a citizen of the Fcrr{. Ile

midnight found the bridge lights all out, and *
was immediately seized.  Supposing_ it an at-
tempt at robbery, he broke away, and his pur-
suers stumbling over, he escaped.

Tbe next appearance of the insurrectionists was
at the bouse of Col. Lewis Washington, a large
farmer and slave owner, living about four miles
from the Ferry. g
ceeded there,  roused Col. W. and told him he
was their prisoner, They also seized alltheslaves
near the house and took the carriage and horses,
and a large wagon with two horses. When Col.
Waushington saw Cook, he immediately recog-
nized bimn s a2 man who had called upon him
sume months previous, to whom hLe had ex-
hibited some " valuable arms in_his posses-
sion, including an antique sword, presented
Ly Frederick the Greut to General Washing-
ington and a pair of pistols presented Ly Gen. La-
fayette to \Washington, Loth being heéirlooms in
tlie family. Before leaving, Ceok invited Col. W.
to a trial of skill at shooting, and exhibited con-
siderable certainty as a marksinan. When l{l:
made bis visit on Sunday night, heallnded to his

revious visitand the conrtesy with which he had

een treated, and rogretted the necessity which
made it his duty to arrest Col, W. lle, however,
took advantage of the kuowledge he obiained by
his formier visit to carry off a1l the valuable collec-
tion of arms which Coi. Washington did not re-
obtain till after the finsl defeat of the insurreetion

From Col. Washington’s the party procceded
with Lim as a prisoncr, in his own earriage, and
twelve of Lis negroes in the wagon, to the house
of Mr. Allstadt, another large farmer on the same
road. Mr. Allstadt and his son, a 1ad 16 years of
aze, were taken prisoners, and all the negroes
within reach beings foreed to join the movement,
they returned to the armory at the Ferry. All
these movements seem to havs been made with-
out exciting the sligbtest alarm in the town, nor
did the detention of Capt. Phelps’ train at the up-
per end of the town attract attention. 1t was not
until the town thoroughly waked up and found
the bridge guarded by araied men and 2 guard
stationed 2t ull the avenues that the people found
they were prisoners. A panie appears to have im-
mediately ensued. and tEe nuniber of the insur-
rectionisis at once increased from fif.y, which was
probably their greatest foree, including the slaves
who were forced to jein them, to from 500 to 600.

In the meantime, « number of workmen, know-
ing nothing of what had occurted, entered the
Armery, and were suecessively taken prisoners,
until they had at one time not less than sizty men
confined’in the Ariwory. Among those thus en-
trapped. were Armstead  Ball, Chief Draughts-
man of t rmery, Benjamin Mills, Master of
:d J . P. Dangerlicld, Paymaster's
three gentlemen were iniprisoned
house, (which afterwards became
the chief fortress of the insurgents,) and were not
released until afier the final'assault. The work-
men were imiprisoned in a large building, farther
down the yard, and wore rescaed by a brilliant
“ionave dish, made by the Railroad Company’s
men, who came down” from Martinsburg, ‘I'his
was the condition of atfairs at daylight, about
which time Capt. Cook, with two white men, and
accompanierd by thirty slaves, and taking with
them Col. Washington's large wagon, went over
the bridge and struck up the mountain on the
road tow:rds Pennsylvania,

It was then believed that the large wagon was
used to corry away the Paymaster’s safe, centain-
ing 170600 Govermment Tunds, and also that it
was filled with Minie rifles, taken out to supply
other Lands in the mountains, who were to come
down upon Harper's Ferry in overwhchning
force. ‘Fhese suppositions both proved untrue, as
reitleir money nor arms were disturbed. As the
day advanced, and the news spread zround, the
people came into the Ferry, and the first demon-
strations of resistance were inade to the insurgents.
A general warfare commenced, chiefly led on ]()1y
a wan named Chambers, whose hiouse command-
cd the Armory yard. The colored man, Hayward,
a railroad porter, was shot early in the morning,
for refusing to join the movement. The next man

was shot standing in his own door. Aloul this
time. Samuel P, Young, Esq., was killed, while
ceming into town on horseback. The insurrec-
tionists, by this time finding a general disposition
to resist them, bad nearly all withdrawn within
the Armery zrounds, leaving only a guard on the
Bridge. Ahout noon, the Churlestown troops, under
commaidof Col. Robt. W. Bayler, havingcrossed
the river some distance up, marched down on
the Maryiand side to the mouth of the bridge;
firing a volley they made a gallant dash across the
bridze, clearing it of the insurrcctionists, who re-
treafed rapidly down towards the armory, In
this movement one of the insurrectionists, Wil-
lizm Thoumpson, was taken prisoner.” T'he
SLeppardstown troops next arrived, marching
nown the Shevandozh side and joining the
Charlestown forces at the hridge, A desultory ex-
chiznge of shots followed, one of which strack Mr.,
Fountain Feckhain, Mayor of the town, and azent
of the Railroad Company, in the breast, passing
entirely through his body. 'The ball was a large,
elongated sleg, makinga dreadful wound. 1Ie
died ulmest tnmedintely, Beckliam was with-
out arms, and was exposcd only for a moment,
whilst approaching the water station.  1is assail-
ant, one of Brown’s sons, was shot almost inune-
diately. but managed to get back into the engine
house, where his dead body was found, to-day.
The murder of Mr, Beckbaln excited the {mpu-
lace, and a ery was immediately made to bring
out the prisoner, Thompson, lHe was brought out
on the bridge, znd shot down fromn the bridge.
e fell into the water, and, some appearance of
Lifi:l still remaining, he was again riddled with
alls.

Sharp fighting ensued, and at this time a gene-
ral charge wasmode down the street frem the
bridge towards the Armory gate, by the Charles-
town and Sheppardstown troops and the Ferry
people frotn bekind the Armory wall. A fusilade
was kert up and returned by the insurrectionists
frem the Armory buildings.,  Whilst this was
woing on, the Martinshurg companies arrived at
the upper end of the town, and, entering the Ar-
mory grounds by the rear, made an attack from
that side. This foree wus largely composed of
railrond employecs. gathered from the tonnage
trains at Martinsburg; and their attack was gene-
rally spcken of as sbowing the greatest amount
of fighting ¢ pluck” exhilited during the day.
Dasking on, firing and cheering, and gallantfy
led by Captain Alburtis, they carried the building
in which the Armory-men were imprisoned, an
released the whole of them. Thoy were, how-
ever, but poorly arnmed, smne with pistols and
others with shot-guns, and when_ they came
within range of the engine-house, where the elite
of the insurectionists were gathicred, and became
exposed to their rapid. disasterous use of Sharp's
ritles, they vere foreed to fall baek, suifering
pretty severely. Conductor Fvan Dorsey, of Bal-
timore, was Killed instantly, and Cenductor Geo.
Richardson received a wound, from which he
died during the day  Several others were
wounded, among them a son of Dr. Haminond,

A party, headed by Cook, pro- *

of Martinsburg.

A gucrilla warfare was maintained during the

rest of the day. resulting in killing two _insurrec- |
tionists. and the wounding of a third. One
crawled out through the culvert leading into the *
Potomuc, and attempted to cross to the Maryland
side, whether to escape or to convey information
to Cook is not known. Ile was shof while cross-
ing the river, and fell dead on the rocks. Anad-
venturous lad waded out and sccured his Sharp's
ritle, and lis body was afterwards stripped of a
cortion of its clothing. In one of his pockets was
ound a captain’s commission, drawn up in full
form, and declaring that the Learer. Capt. Leh-
man, held that conueand under Major-General
Brown.

A light mulatto was shot just outside tho Ar-
mory gato. The ball went through his throat,
tearing away all the great arteries and killing
him instantly. IIis name is not known, but he
was one of “the free negrocs who cane with
Brown. His bod{ was left expesad in the street
up to nuon vesterday to evory indignity that could
bo heaped” upon it by the” excited populace.

At this time, a tall. powerful man, named Evan
Steplens, came out from the Armory conducting
some prisoncrs, it was said, and wasshottwice in
the side and breast. lle was capiured and taken
to a tavern,and after the insurrection was quelled,
was turned over to the United States authorities in
a dying condition.

During the afterncon a sharp little aftair took
place on the Shenandonh side of the town. The
insurrectionists had alse seized IIall's Ritle
Works, 2nd a party of thelr assailants found their
way inthrough the nill raceand dislodged them.
In this rencontre it was said three of the insur-
rectionists were killed, but we found but one dead
bedy, (that of 2 negro.) on that side of the town.

Night by this time had sct inand the operations
ceased. Guards were placed around the armory,
and every precaution faken to prevent escapes.

HOW THE NIGIIT PASSED.

The night passed without serious alarms, but
not without cxcitement. The marines marched
over immediately after the arrival of Col. Lee,
and were stationed within thearinory grounds, so
as to completely surround the enginé house.

Occasionally” shots were fired by the country
yolunteers—for what purpose was not understood’;
but there was only one return fire from the in-
surgents.

The broken telezraph hasbeen repaired, throngh
the exertions of Superintendents Westervelt and
Talcott, who accompanied the expedition, and the
announcement that communication was opened
with Baltimore, gave the press representatives
abundant employment.

‘There was no'bed to hic had, and daylight was
awaited with anxiety. Iis earliest glimpses were
availed of to surveythe scene. A visit to the dif-
fercnt localities in Which the corpses of the insur-
rectionists were lying, stark and Lloody—a pecep,
close or far, according to the courage of the obser-
ver, at the Malakoff of the insurgents—was tho
established order of the sight-seeini, varied wiih
the discussion of all sorts of terrible ruinors.

DEMAND FOR SURRENDER—ATTACK AND CAPTURE.

Shortly after scven o'clock, Lieut. J. E. B.
Stuart. of the First Cavalry. who wus acting as
Ald for Col. Lee, advanced to parlev with the
besieged, Samuel Strider, sq., an old and re-
speciable citizen, bearing a flag of truce. They
were reccived at the door by Captain Corf.
Lieutenant Stuart demanded an unconditional
surrender, only promising them protection from
immediate violence and trial by law,

Capt. Brown_refused all terms but those pre-
viously demanded, which were, substantially,
th:x} they should be pezmitted to march out with
their men and arms, taking their prisoners with
then; that they should proceed, unpursued, to the
second toll-gate, when they would free their pri-
soners. The soldlers would then be permitted to
pursue them, and they would fight if they could
not escope.

Of course this was refused, and Licutenant
Stuart prested upon Brown his ﬁesperate position,
and urged a surrender. Theexpostulation, though |
beyond car-shot, was evidently vcyg oarnest, and .
the coolness of the Licutenant and {fhe courage of |
his aged flag-bearer, was warm praise. !

Atthis moment the interest of the scene was '
intense. The vclunteers were arrayed all around
the building, cutting off escape in every direction.
The marines, divided in two squads, \vere ready
for a dash at tho door. Finally, Lieut. Stuart
having exhausted all argument with the doter-
mined Caupt. Brown, walked slowly from the (.ioor.

Immediately the signal for attack was given,
and tl.e marines, headcd by Col. Harris a.ndl.leut.
Green, advanced in two lines on cach side of the
door. Two powerful fellows sprung between the
lines. and with heavy sledge hammers atteinpted
{o batter down the doors.  The doors swung and
swayed. but appeared to he sceured with a ropo,
u;u spring of which deadened the cifect of the
blews,
ailing thus to obtain a breach. the Marines
were ordered to fall back, and twcntt’ of them
ook kold of a ladder some forty feet long, and,

advancing at a run, brought it with tremendous
cffect against the door. Atthe second blow, one
leaf falling inward, in slanting position, the Ma-
rincs immediately advanred to the breacl, Major
Russell and LieutenantGreenleading. A marine
in the front fell, and the firing from the interior
was very severe. ‘They fired with deliberate aim
and for a moment the resistance is serious and
desperate enough to excite the si)‘ectators to some-.
thing like a pitch of frenzd‘. ‘The next moment
the marines pour in, the firing ceases, and the
work was done, whilst cheers rang from every
side, the general feeling being that the marines
had done their part admirably.
A LETTER FOUND J¥ CAPT. BROWX'S POCKET, RE-
SI'ECTING FREIGUT ON THE U, G. RAILROAD,
Bartivonr, Oct. 19.—The following fragment
of a letter was found in Brown’s pocket. Itoccu-
piee a page of fine nete paivcr, straw tinted, and is
written in pencil, evidently by a person of ednea-
tion, It is without date. The * freight alluded
to was doubtless of that surt usually carsied on
the ¢ Underground Railroad.”
¢ Capr. Browx—Deor Sir: T have been disap-
pointed at not seeing you here ere this to take
charge of your freight.” 'T'hey have been horenow
for two weeks, and as I have nad to superintend
the providing for them, it has iinposed on me no
small task hesides, and if not soon taken in, some
of thetn will go back to Missouri. I wish to know
definitely what you propose doing. They eannot
be kept here much longer without risk o them-
sclves, and if any of them conclude to go back to
the State, it will be a bad termination to your en-
terprise.?” {~¥o SIGNATURE.]
THE VIRGINIA MILITIA RETURNING.
Wasmizaron, Oct, 18,—8ix companies of the
Virginia military, numbering 30 rank and file,
arrived here this evering, en ronte for Harper's
Ferry, but they bave been countermanded, and
return home to-night  They made a fine appear-
ance, and were provided with all appliances for
a campaign
A QUESTION OF JURISDICTION IN THE HARPER'S
FERRY INSURRLCTION—PROBABLE CONFLICT BE-
TWEEN THE STATE AND FEDERAL GOVERNMENT~—
GOV, WISE CLAIMS THE PRISONERS.
WasuinetToN, Oct. 18.—The President and
Secretary of War were together several hours to-
day, on ‘'matters connected with the proceedings
at Harper's Terry ; the result of which conference
was the sending of United States District Attorney
Ould thither to superintend the legal proceedings
in the premises,
The excitement which last night existed at
Washington and vicinity has subsided, and the
extraordinary force relieved.
1t is said that the afiuir at Harper's Ferry is the
first case of the kind whick has ever ocecurred in
this country, involving at the same time both
Stute and Federal jurisdiction. While the State
is affeeted as to slavery and locality, the General
Government is interested with regard to the public

property, it having exclusive control over the |
arseral grounds, independently of the State. Also

with regard to the mails.

Already, in distinguished guarters, the question
of jurisdiction is discusscd, as Governor Wise
will, it is said, claim the prisoners now held by
the Ui, S. troops. In this case the _question of jn-
risdiction will have to be determined by the Ju-
diciary.



