A Fugitive Slave on the Jehm Brown
Aftuir.—Letter from Fredervick Douglass.
Canapa West, October 31,

Mr. Editor: [ notice that the tele

Mr. Cook (one of the uniortunate insurgents :
Iarper’s Ferry, and now a prisoner in the hands
of the thing calling itself’ the government of Vip-
ginia, but which in fact is but an organized con-
spiraey by one party of the people, against tiwe
other and weaker,) denounce nte a2 coward—
and to assert that [ promised to bo present in pe
son at the Harper's Fervy insuviection.  This
certainly 2 very grave impeachment, whether
viewud in its bearing upon friends, or upon toes,
amd you will not think it e that 1 shonld
take a somewhat serious notice of it.  lavingno
acquaintance, whatever, with Mr, Cook, and nev-
or having exchanged & word with him about the
Harpe Fer msurlouwn, Lam disposed 10
doubt that In- could have used the lnguage con-
cerning me, which the w attribute to hin.
The lightuing, when speaking for itselt) is o
the most divect, relishle and trath of thing
but when spes tl\mg for the te stricken slave-
holder tHarper's Ferry it has been made thie
swittest of lin Under their nimble and tremb-
i s, it magnificd seventeen men into sev-
et hundved—aml has sinee filled the colnims of
the New York Iluuhl tor days with interminable
cantradicl tions. But assuming that it s told
only the simple truth as to the : of M
Cuok in th anee, have this inswer to make
to my accnser . Cook mzy he perieetly right
in denouncing me as d. L have not one
word to say in defence or vindication ot my cha-
acter tor comvage. | have always been more dis-
tinguished for rmmm;: than hting—and tyvicd
by the Harper's Ferry insnvreetion test, 1am al-
most mi bly deticient in cowrage—even more
so than Cook,” when he doeserted Iu\ hiave old
captain amd fled o the mountains,  To this es-
tent Mr. Cook is entively vight, and will 1acet no
contradietion from me or from auy body chse.
Jut wholly, wricvousty, and most unaccountably
wromg is Mr. Cook, when he asserts that | pmm-
isead to e present in person at the Harper’s Fe
insurrection.  OF whatever otier impradenee or
etion | may have been guilty, | have never
poashand wild as this. The
ny ot ll.upurs Ferry S Inestie never
eneonss; ) word or my ol
or phiee: my wisdom or m\ cows
only kept me from 1 arper’s Ferey, bat has mlmlh
Kept e from 1king any pmlnm- 1
I desive o he quuc unph.nlu- here—tor of .x"
guilty men, he is tive guiltiest who luves his fol-
low-ten to an widertaking of (his soet, under
promise of i miee, which he tails
to remder. 1 therefore declare that there is no
wan diving, and no man dead, who, it living,
could truthtully say that 1 ever pmmi~ul him or
anybody clse, ‘vither um«lmmnlh or vtherwi
that 1 would be present in person at the Harper's
Ferey insurrection. My tield of lalor lur lhv
abolition of skivery bas not extemled to
upon the Umted States Avsenal, I the
the alocuments already published, and of' those
which may heveatter b published, 1 afliem that
o man comeeted with that insurreetion, tom its
noble and heroie leader down, can conneet my
mame with a single broken pon of any sort
whatever.  So mueh T deem it proper o say neg-
atively,

The time for a full statement of what | know,
awl of all 1 know, of this desperate butsublimely
disinterested offrt 1o emaneipate the slaves of
Marsland and Vieginia trom their eruel task-ms-
ters, has not yet come, and nay nev In
the denial which 1 have now 1 > is
more a respeetivl consideration hu' the opinion:
of the slave's friciuds, than from my fear of being
made an m.'mmp!iuu in the general conspivary
against avery.  Lam ever ready to wiite, speak,
publish, organize, combine, and even  to conspirve
against slavery, when the resopable Tope
for success.  Men who live by vobibing their 0l
low men of their kabor and liberty have  forteited
their nght to know anything of the thoughts,
feelings or purposes of those whom they vob al
pluneler. They have by the single act of slave-
holding, voluntarily placed themscives heyord
the laws af justice and honor, and  have hecome
only fittedd for - companionship with thieves
pi ates—the comuon enemies of Godaned all nan-
kind.  While it shall be considered rvight to pro-
teet oneselt against thieves, burglars, robliers and

i a wild b in the
devouring hisx human prey, it can never be w
tor the Bnbrated and whip- :
friends, to hunt, harass and even strike down the
traflicer in hwmman flesh, 10 any body is disposad
to think less of me on recount of this sentiment ;
or beeause T may have had a knowledge of what
was about to oecur, and did not assume the
amd detestable charieter ot an informer, he is

~
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man whose good or bad opinion of e may be
equally rcpu"tuml and despicable. Entertiining

this sentiment, I may be asked, why 1did not
Jjoin Johp Hro\n_\——llu- noble o'd hero whose one
right hand has shuken the foundation of the
Ameriean Union, and whose ghost will launt the
bed-chambers of all the born and unborn slave
holders of Virginia through all their generations,
fitling them with abrm and - eonsternation ! My
answer to this has already been given, at least
implicdly given, “The tools to those "who ean
we themn”  Let every man waork tor the aholi-
tion of slavery in his own way. I would help
all and Inmlor none. My position in vegaed
to the Harper's ¢l insurreetion mey e o
Iy fferved from  these remarks, and 1 shall be
giad it those papers which have spoken of me in
conneetion with it, would find room for this brict’

I statement. .
1 have no apology fine keeping out off the way
at’ those gentlemanly United States s

are said to have pud Rochester u omewl
sed visit lately, with a view toan interview
withme, A 'rnwunm-m recognizing the validi-
ty of the Dred Seott deci n, at \\ldl 2 i)
to have any v chayi -lh.l-
andd it 1 am 1o meet s re-
pxccvnl.m\'w 1 prefer to do so atleastupon equal
terms. I 1 have committed any oftence against
saciety, [ have done sa on the soil of the
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this, is not lik
feelings towards me
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and [ should be perfe
tul wrigned before an b ey but [
1o quite insuperabile ohjeetions to be A
n the hands of Mr. Buchanan and 0
Governor Wise. Vor this appears to be the -
Jangement,  Duchanan (IOL‘\ the fighting and
hupting, and Wise “lags” the game.
Some reflections may he made wpon my leav-
ing on a tour (o l.u"l md, ju at this time. [
have only to say that my going to that conntry
kas been rather delayed than hastened by the in-
surrcetion at Harper's Ferry.  All kuew that |
had intended to leave here in the first weck of
Novembe Friperick Dorcrass,
~=Hcar

New Y m'k

Amerivan.

ty willing thee




