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PART IT-VOL. XLIII.

CORRESPONDENCE, ORDERS, AND RETURNS RELATING
SPECIALLY TO OPERATIONS IN NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
WEST VIRGINIA, MARYLAND, AND PENNSYLVANIA,
SEPTEMBER 1, 1864, TO DECEMBER 31, 1864.*

TUNION CORRESPONDENCE, BTC.

CitY POINT, VA, Smber 1, 1864.
{ ived 3.40 p. m.)
Maj. Gen. P. H, SHERIDAN,
Charlestown, Va.:

Some refuagees who left Richmond last night are just in. One, an
intelligent young man of Northern birth, says that on last Sunday he
met an acquaintance of his who has long been a sutler in the army;
that he knew of his having gone some time ago to Early, in the Valley,
with a supply of tobacco. He says that when they met on Sunday the
sutler to]g him that all of Early’s troops were on their way back. He
does not know what point they had reached on their return, but the
fact of the whole force returning was spoken of as if there was no doubt

about it.
U. 8. GRANT

In'mteaant-éonml.

CirYy PoINT, September 1, 1864—9 p. m.
Major-General SHERIDAN,

Charlestown, Va.:

The frequent reports of Averell’s fal]ini back without much fight-
ing or even skirmishing, and afterward being able to take his old
position without opposition, presents a very bad appearance at this
distance. Youcan judge better of his merits than I can, butit looks to
me as if it was time to try some other officer in his place. If you think
a8 I do in this matter, relieve him at once and name his successor.

U. 8. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General,

CHARLESTOWN, W, VA,, September 1, 1864—9.30 a. m.
{Received 1.30 p. m.)
Major-General HALLECK,
Chief of Staff:
Averell, who was at Martinsburg, was obliged to fall back to a point
between ﬁainesville and Williamsport. I think that he will be able to
advance again to-day. The two divisions sent to the rear have not yet

* For Cor;eapondence, ete., Augtist 4,1864, to August 81.,- 15647 see Part I, p. 681, ef seg.
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4 OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA.  [Cmr. LV.

accomplished anything, even to giving me information whether the
enemy has sent any considerable force of troops from the Valley. I
wanted to get between Strasburg and the remaining force. For this
reason I have remained quiet here for the last day or two. The reports
of the people are that the troops have been ordered back to Richmond.
As yet, I have no good reason to-believe that any have left.
P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General.

P. 8.—I have just heard from Averell. As I supposed, the affair
wasd not of much conseqnence, and he is going back to Martinsburg.
P. H. 8.

W ASHINGTON, September 1, 1864,
Lieut. Ool. T. 8. BOWERS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, City Point, Va.:

Scouts just up report as follows, to 30th ultimo: No signs of any move-
ments from the Valley. One passenger train running daily between
Staunton and Richmond—up in morning and down at night. Three
freight trains weekly through to Staunton. No troops seen on rail-

but returning convalescents. Trains on Fredericksburg railroad
only run to Hanover Junction. Building bridge over North Anna;
wﬂf be done 15th instant, when trains will be run to Hamilton’s Cross-
ing. General Lee reported severely wounded at Weldon railroad fight.
GEORGE K. LEET,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS,
Washington, D. O., September 1, 1864.
Major-General SHERIDAN,
Oommanding Middle Division, Harper's Ferry:

Mg:r Waite has returned from Upperville in the vicinity of Snick-
er's Gap; rta no rebel foroes in that vieinity except Mosby’s. He
brought mrm'ty men and thirty horses, and destroyed a deal of
property. No wagons can be found to bring off supplies in any quan-

tity.
v C. C. AUGTUR,
Major-General, U, 8. Volunteers.

HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
Near Oharlestown, September 1, 1864—11.10 p. m.

(Received 7.35 a. m. 2d.)
Maj. Gen. 0. C. AUGUR,

Oommanding :
Your dispatch of this evening relative to Major Waite’s command

received. All quiet here.
JAS. W. FORSYTH
Lieutenant-Colonal and Ohigf of Btaf.
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ALEXANDRIA, September 1, 1864.
(Received 2 a. m. 2d.)
Colonel TAYLOR,
Assistant Adjutant-General :

COLONEL: We have information that the rebels made three attacks
on Falls Church; the first last night, another this morning, then at 12
o’clock to-day; our loss, one man and one horse captured. I have
sent what cavalry I have to re-enforce my picket-line, thinking they
may attack them to-night.

H. H, WELLS.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE,
Near Fort Buffalo, Va., Sepiember 1, 1864.
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR,
Ohief of Btaff and Assistant Adjutant-General:

COLONEL: I have the honor to report that last night at about 10.30
o’clock one of our picket-posts was attacked near this camp. The
attacking party was driven off, however, with the loss to the rebels of
one horse, and, it is believed, one man wounded. About the same hour
the picket-posts on the Braddock road-and on the road to Falls Church
and Annandale were attacked simultaneously and driven in. This
morning at about 6 a, m. one of our pickets about half a mile west of
the village of Falls Church was attacked and one vedette captured.
Late to-day two of our picket.posts between here and Annandale were
attacked at about the ssme time by a force of between twenty and
thirty men; 5 men were captured and 7 horses, while 4 men escaped.
At about the same hour the picket-post on the Little River pike toward
Fairfax Court-House from Annandale was attacked and 1 sergeant and
a horse were wounded, 2 men and 3 horses captured. In consequence
of these continued attacks I have strengthened the picket-posts to one
corporal and four men each, and have dismounted the entire line, with
the exception of the non-commissioned officers at each picket station.
They aro directed to build a cribwork of fallen trees to intrench them-
selves by day and to prevent being charged over by mounted men, and
at night the directions are now the same as I have always given—that
after dark the vedette should be stationed near the road, concealed, and
the rest of the picket inoved to some point near him within 200 yards,
also concealed. A force of 100 men has been sent out from the Six-
teenth New York, divided into two parties, with directions to examine
the country in our vicinity. One hundred men from the same regi-
ment were also sent to Annandale to remain several days, that a more
effective stockade might be completed there.

Very respec y, your obedient serva.né,
. M. LAZELLE,
Colonel Sixteenth New York Oavalry, Comdg. Cavalry Brigade,

HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS,
Washington, D. C., September 1, 1864,
Colonel LAZELLE,
Commanding near Falls Church:
I have reliable information that Mosby is still lying in the woods in
front of your lines and expects to make an attack to-night somewhere
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upon it. Please have all your men on duty notified of this, that they
may be on their guard and take proper precautions. If not successfal
to-night he proposes to remain until he strikes some important blow.

Respectfully, yours, C. C. AUGUR
Major-Gen'era:l, Gomman;ling.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE,
Near Fort Buffalo, Va., September 1, 1864.
Captain LORD,
Commanding at Lewinsville:

CAPTAIN: Information has been received here, considered reliable,
that Mosby, with a considerable force, some 100 or 200, is lying in the
forest in the vicinity of our picket-lines waiting to strike a blow. It
is of the utmost importance that youn use the utmnost vigilance against
surprise, both of your pickets and stockade. You had better increase
the strength of each of your picket-posts by two dismounted men each.
Do this after dark, and let the men remain on until morning until far-
ther orders. Please see that no more horses are sent out on your
picketrgosts, except those of the non-commissioned officers in charge.

ery respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. M. LAZELLE,
Colonel Sizteenth New York Cavalry, Comdg. Cavalry Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS,
Annandale Stockade, Va., September 1, 1864.
First Lieut. EDwIN Y. LANSING,
Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Cavalry Brigade, Fort Buffalo, Va.:

SiR: I have the honor to inform you that last night, at about tattoo,
our pickets on the Old Church and on the Braddock road were attacked,
all at the same time, and driven into camp. The picket stationed near
the Old Church had just changed its position toward this side of the
lane leading from Cox’s house, when the vedette heard the tramp of
horses .coming from Cox’s toward the lane. Mr., Cox had about a
minute ago passed up that avenue with a team, which cansed to diminish
the sound of the advancing guerrillas. The vedette challenged;
answer was, ¢ Friend.” ¢ Dismount and make yourself known” had
bardly escaped the vedette’s mouth when the rebel leader gave the
command ¢ Charge, and give it to them.” They charged and fired
their pistols, whilst the picket returned the fire and ran toward the
pike where another picket was stationed, which also fired and pro-
ceeded to camp. The attacking party, as far as I can learn, consisted
of from fifteen to twenty men. Simultaneous with the above attack
about eight or ten other guerrillas made a descent onto the Braddock
road picket, who responded to their fire and ran across the fleld into
camp. The other pickets around the camp were not disturbed and
remiined in their places. Our communication with Fort Buffalo was
entirely cut off by those attacks. About 10 p. m. we heard two shots,
one in the woods near the Old Church, the other one near the Braddock
road, which I took to be signal shots. It would have been sacrificing
men and horses to attempt to send messengers to your headquarters, as
I was sure all roads leading to Fort Buffalo were invested by them.
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I would respectfully request to be informed whether ther~ could be
other means and ways found to communicate with headquar irs in case
of an alarm here (for instance, rockets), which would not be as expen-
give a8 the probable loss of men, horses, and arms by attempting to
run the gauntlet to Fort Buffalo. I furthermore respectfully request
to be faurnished with assistance to complete my stockade and abati
after which I think we can cope with four times our number, but as i
is now I have hardly men enough to keep up the original picket-line.

Mr. Cox was here this morning to report the matter to me. As he
said, he was coming from Washington, D. C., when two [men)] came up
to him in his orchard, taking him to be a peddler. He told tham he was
Mr. Cox, and asked whether they had seen any re thinking them
to be U. 8. soldiers. ¢ We are rebels,” they replied. ¢ Ny name is Wren,
Mr. Cox. What is the news in Washington?” ¢Not any, except
McClellan’s nomination,” wag Mr. Cox’s answer. They then fefb, and
immediately after he heard the sound of horses’ feet, he judged from a
dozen to twenty; then the firing commenced; ceased. Heard another
party of about the same strength passing through the road on the north
side of his house, galloping toward the Old Church, and ten minutes
after another party running in the same direction.

I had three of my men watching Cox’s house since 3 o’clock this
morning. They could not learn anything decisivein regard to Mr. Cox
and his sons. Wren, the leader of the first party of Mosby’s men, has
his father living in the neighborhood of Falls Church. Trumbull, who
lives on the road to Burke’s Station, tells me that Kindrel’s men are
about also. I think the most of those men are even at present roaming
around our neighborhood in the woods. I arrested a man by the name
of Kidwell, by orders from your headquarters, charged with giving
information to Mosby. I do not know whether he is the right one, as
there aIre more than a dozen Kidwell%;idving around Fairfax County.

am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
’ pesti ¥ J. SCHNEIDER,
Capt., Sizteenth New York Volumteer Cavalry, Comdg. Stockade.

HEADQUARTERS DETACHMENT NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS,
September 1, 1864.
Lieut. Col. T. 8. BOWERS,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Armies of the United States:

I desire to call the attention of the Lieutenant-General commanding
the Armies of the United States to the enormous list of absent sick on
my report for August 31, 1864, viz, 4,187, and, on the other hand, to
the very small number who are present sick, viz, 435, and on this to
base a suggestion to the general commanding that the absent sick,
most of whom are in the Department of the Gulf, shall be immediately
sent North. Our troops have steadily improved in health since they
have come North, and I have no doubt that if those whom we left be-
hind sick were sent to the Northern hospitals we shounld have in one
month an accession to our force from 2,000 to 4,000 men. If allowed
to remain in the hospitals of the Department of the Gulf I doubt if
one-tenth of that number will ever rejoin their regiments.

I bave the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient serv-

aut,
W. H. EMORY,
Brevet Major-General, Commanding.
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ORDERS.] HDQRS. OAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
Berryville, Va., Scptember 1, 1864.
The First and Third Divisions of Cavalry will move to-morrow a. m.
at 3 o’clock to the north gside of Bullskin Run. The main column of
the First Division will march on the Charlestown and Berryville pike,
and take position on the north side of Bullskin Run, the left resting
on the pike. The pickets of this division will move back part of the
way on the Summit Point pike; thence by country roads to Rippon.
The Third Division will march on the river road, via Kabletown, and
take tion on the north side of Bullskin Run, the right restmg on
the pike and connecting with the left of the First Division. The pickets
of this division will fall back part of the way on the Berryville and
Snicker’s Gap pike; thence down the river road, following the division.
There must be no bugle calls sounded for this movement.
By command of Brigadier-General Torbert, chief of cavalry:
WM. RUSSELL, JR.,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

ORDERS.] HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION,
September 1, 1864.
The forage received just now will be issued to-night, and the com-
mand will return to-morrow morning at 3 o’clock to a position near
Kabletown, on the north side of the Bullskin Run, marching by country
roads from the rear of its present position.
Order of march: First Brigade, with Fitzhugh’s battery, ambulances,
and ammunition train; Second Brigade, with Pennington’s battery.
The picket-line will not be relieved till after the command has been
withdrawn, and will then march to the rear, following the general
direction of the column, and will be a.ssembied when it shall have
appeared that the command has not been followed by the enemy.
ere will be no bugle calls sounded in executing the movement.
By command of Brigadier-General Wilson:
L. SIEBERT,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS,
September 1, 1864,

Brigadier-General McINTOSH,
Commanding First Brigads:

GENERAL: General Merritt is going to send a regiment across our
front and the Front Royal pike to reach the Valley pike. You will,
therefore, direct one regiment from your brigade to move down the
‘Winchester road and make a demonstration against the enemy’s forces
that may be found near the Opequon, sending a patrol of one squadron
toward the Millwood pike, to be detached from the regiment when it
shall have got nearest to the Opequon. General Chapman will be
directed to make a similar demonstration on the Millwood and Win-
chester pike.

By command of Brigadier-General Wilson:

L. SIEBERT,

Assistant Adjutant-General.
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HEADQUARTERS THIRD DIVISION, CAVALRY CORPS,
September 1, 1864—8 a. m,
General GEORGE H. CHAPMAN,
Commanding Second Brigade:

GENERAL: General Merritt is going to send a regiment across our
front and the Front Royal pike to reach the Valley pike. You
therefore, send one regiment from your brigade by the Stone Church to
the Miliwood and Winchester pike, and instract the commanding officér
to make a vigorous push along that road toward Winchester, going to
and beyond, if possible, the Opequon. After reaching the nearest point
to Winchester, let him, if he thinks best, detach a small party for the
purpose of penetrating to the Valley pike and obtaining some precise
and definite information of the enemy’s movements and intentions.

By command of Brigadier-General Wilson:

L. SIEBERT,

Assistant Adjutant-General. *

HpQrs. MILITARY DISTRIOT OF HARPER'S FERRY,
September 1, 1864— Evening, near 8 o’clock.
{Received 8.15 p. m.)
E. M. STANTON,
Secretary of War:

Have just returned from front. The enemy yesterday evening drove
Averell from Martinsburg, then retired in direction of Bunker Hill.
Yesterday evening and to-da they were found in force between Berry-
ville and Winchester. The best information to be obtained at front
indicates the enemy still in force at Bunker Hill. There is no evidence
of their having retired any of their forces down the Valley, except
through rebel sources. The developments of the cavalry on both flanks
last night and to-day controverts the conclusion that the enemy are

iving up the Valley. Torbert is pressing his reconnaissance in the
g:rec' tion of Winchester this evening, the enemy holding the opposite
side of the Opequon Creek in force.
JOHN D. STEVENSON,
Brigadier-General.

GENERAL ORDERS, HbDQRS, DEPT. OF WEST VIRG
No. 70. } Oharlestown, W. Va., September 1, 1864,
In obedience to General Orders, No. 248, current series, War Depart-
menﬁ Adjutant-General’s Office, the andersigned hereby assumes com-
mand of the Department of West Virginia.
GEORGE CROOK,
Brevet Major-General.

BpPECIAL Onnnns,} HDQRS. DEPT. OF WEST VIRGINIA,

No. 160. Charlestown, W. Va., September 1, 1864,
. » » » » » .
6. Capt. G. A. Gordon, Second U, 8. Oavalry, having reported to
these headq in obedience to orders from the War Department,

for assignment to duty as special inspector of cav: for the depart-
ment, 18 hereby announced as such, and will, after the completion of
his present duties at Harper’s Ferry, W. Va,, proceed to Cumberland,
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Md., and make a thorough inspection- of the camp of instruction for
cavalry about to be established there by Brig. Gen. A. N. Duffié, com-
manding First Cavalry Division, making a full report of such inspec-
tion to these headquarters.
» L} L 3 L 3 L ] L 3 L}
By order of Brevet Major-General Crook:
P. G. BIER,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
Charlestown, Va., September 1, 1864.
Brig. Gen. W. W. AVERELL,
Commanding Cavalry Division:

_GENERAL: I am in receipt of your note* of last night. I think the
movement made against you yesterday was with the intention of caus-
ing General Torbert to fall back from up the Valley, and I think the
enemy will return to their position at Bunker Hill during the night or
early this morning. In case they do this, follow them up closely with
your advance guard. In case they should make any attempt to cross
the river let me know immediately; be sure and keep me constautly
posted. The cavalry force up the ‘}alley under General Torbert has
a8 yet obtained no information whatever in regard to the enemy’s move-
ments.

Very respectfully,
P. H, SHERIDAN,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
Charlestown, Va., September 1, 1864—10.40 a. m.
Brig. Gen. W. W, AVERELL,
Commanding Cavalry Division:

GENERAL: I am in receipt of your last dispatch.* Follow up the
enemy and watch his movements. Your affair of yesterday is all right.
General Torbert has not developed anything yet, but probably will
to-day; then we will all act in concert.

h.espectfully,

P. H. SBHERIDAN,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA,
Charlestown, W. Va., S8eptember 1, 1864.
(Received 4 p. m.)
Brevet Major-General KELLEY,
Cumberland, Md.:

Have the stragglers been forwarded yet from Cumberland to Har-
per's Ferry! If not,send them at onoce, as they are useless to you while
unarmed. They can be armed at the ﬁerry.

By order of Brevet Major-General Crook:

P. G. BIER,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

* Not found.
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‘WHEELING, September 1, 1864,
Major-General KELLEY:
Mr. Porter gets the following from Mr, Wilson, at Baltimore:
We have information from the War Department that the road is now clear. The

forces from the east start up this p. m. Advise with General Kelley, and com-
mence reconstructing as soon as he gives you protection.
JOHN L. WILSON.

J. B. FORD.

CUMBERLAND, September 1, 1864—11 a. m.
J. B. Forp, Esq,,
Wheeling :

I had hoped that we could commence the reconstruction of the road
at once, but General Averell was driven back from Martinsburg yester-
day about 11 a. m., since which I have heard nothing from below Back
Creek. The road and bridges are all right to within a mile of Martins-
burg. I will advise you as soon a8 1 hear from Averell. All quiet

here.
B. F. KELLEY,
Brevet Major-General.
MYERSVILLE, VA., September 1, 1864,
Captain BIER,

Assistant Adjutant-General:

S1R: I have the honor [to state that] along here and on the other
side of the river Mosby’s command has gone up the Loudoun Valley.
A party started down on a raid yesterday, crossing at Snicker’s Ford,
where I struck their trail in a short time after, but they found I was
after them and recrossed below Baker’s Ford. Captain Ewing had a
skirmish with a party of them the other day, driving them across the
river, killing one of them. I am shoeing my horses. I am going on a
raid to Upperville to-morrow night.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. BLAZER,
Captain of Scouts.

HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
September 1, 1864.
Maj. Gen. L. WALLACE,
Commanding Middle Department:

GENERAL: The major-general commanding desires me to state for
your information that most of the citizens of this country under the
age of fifty years have been arrested by the direction of the lieutenant-
general commanding, even though there was no particular charge
brought against them. This course has been pursued in order to pre-
vent as far as possible the enemy learning our movements, and only
those male citizens (under the age mentioned) who have given the
most positive proof of their loyalty are allowed to remain within ounr
immediate lines, ral bed

Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant,
oy ’ C. KINGSBURY, Jz.,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General.
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SPEOIAL ORDERS, } HpQRs8. DEPT. OF THE SUSQUEHANNA,
No. 203. Chambersburg, Pa., September 1, 1864.
* » * *

6. Col. F. Asbury Awl, commanding Two hundred and first Regi-
ment Pennsylvania Volunteers, will send one company of infantry
from his command to Oarrick ii‘urna.ce, in Path Valley, and another
company to the mountain in the road leading from Fannettsburg to
Burnt Cabins, and carry out the instructions to be farnished by Maj.
John B. Burt, aide-de-camp, who will accompany the same, and the
men will be supplied with six days’ rations and forty rounds of ammu-
nition, and each company supplied with twenty axes. The quarter-
master’s department will farnish the necessary transportation for
rations and axes. The troops will march promptly from their present
camp at 10 a. m., the 2d instant.

By command of Major-General Couch:

JNO. 8. SCHULTZE,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

CHARLESTOWN, September 2, 1864—10 a. m.
Lieutenant-General GRANT:

I am satisfled that no troops have yet gone from this Valley. On the
29th Averell drew out Rodes’ corps. On the 28th Merritt drew out
Breckinridge'’s corps. Yesterday the cavalry drove Fitz Lee’s cavalry
picket in over the Jordan Springs road, Berryville pike, Millwood pike,
crossed the Front Royal pike, and got around nearly as far as Stras-
burg pike. That no troops have left here is, up to this time, almost
unquestionable. There is a report among the people that Early has
been ordered back to Richmond with troops, but no troops have yet
gone. Kershaw was encamped yesterday on the road from Summit
Point to Winchester, near where it crosses the Opequon. Averell is
over the Williamsport line, near Martinsburg, with his advance south
of that place. Troops here are in front of Charlestown, covering Smith-
field pike, Summit Point road, and Berryville pike,

P. H., SHERIDAN,
Major-General,

——

CHARLESTOWN, W, VA., September 2, 1864—6 p. m.
Maj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK:

Yesterday I directed Torbert, with his cavalry, to drive in the enemy’s
pickets on the Opequon as far as the Front Royal pike, and to reach
the Strasburg pike, if possible, for the purpose of gaining information.
This was done, and it was found that none of the enemy’s troops had,
up to that time, left the Valley. To-day Averell attacked the enemy on
the Winchester and Martinsburg pike, driving Vaughn’s cavalry from
Bunker Hill, capturing some of his wagon train and a number of prison-
ers. I have not. yet received Averell's official report. The enemy’s
infantry commenced moving toward Winchester this morning. I will

move to-night.
P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General.
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CHARLESTOWN, W. VA., September 2, 1864—7.30 p. m.

Major-General HALLECK,
Chief of Staff:

Official dispatch from Averell confirms my previous telegram and
the capture of 20 or 25 wagons, 2 battle-flags and some prisoners.
Early and his command commenced moving to-day. I have sent two
divisions of cavalry to the Front Royal pike.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General,

OIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
Charlestown, W. Va., September 3, 1864—6.40 p. m.
Corps and other independent commanders will have their commands
in readiness to march at 4 o’clock to-morrow morning. Further special
instructions will be sent to them before that time.
By command of Major-General Sheridan:
F. . NEWH

Major and Aide-de-Oamp.

ORDERS.] HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
Charlestown, W. Va., September 2, 1864.

The command will march to-morrow morning, September 3, at 4
l(:’cloek, in the following order and following designated roads and

ours:

The Sixth Corps, Major-General Wright commanding, will march at
4 o’clock to Clifton and there halt and await farther orders.

The Army of West Virginia, Brevet Major-General Crook command-
ing, will march at 4 o’clock on the Berryville pike to Berryville, halt
there and await further orders.

The Nineteenth Army Corps, Brevet Major-General Emory command-
ing, will march at 5 o’clock, via the Berryville pike, to a point where the

“ie from Summit Point intersects it, and there halt and await farther
orders.

The trains of the respective corps will follow in rear of the corps
and under the direction of corps commanders, who will also furnish the
necessary guards.

The headquarters of the army will be with the Sixth Corps until it
arrives at Clifton. The brigade of Colonel Lowell will be at Summit
Point and cover the fords of the Opequon from the Summit Point and
‘Winchester crossing to the crossing of the Berryville pike.

By command of Major-General Sheridan:

JAS. W. FORBYTH,
Lieutenant-Colonel and COhief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE,
Near Fort Buffalo, Va., September 2, 1864.
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLORE,
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-Gemneral :
COLOKEL: I have the honor to inform you that there is nothing of
importance to report from this vicinity. The parties sent out yestmﬁay
on an examination of the country in our front have returned, failing to
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discover the enemy in any considerable force, though thirty of them
were seen in the vicinity of the Lewinsville stockade and pursaed, but
they scattered in the forest, and as it was nearly night the pursuit was
abandoned. Itis believed that the demonstration on our picket-line
yesterday was made by two parties of between twenty and thirty
men each. A small party of guerrillas was also chased to the vicinity
of Germantown, but the horses of the pursuers gave out and the pur-
suit was given up.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. M. LAZELLE,

Colonel Sixteenth New York Oavalry, Comdg. Cavalry Brigade,

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
Charlestown, W, Va., Neptember 2, 1864.
[Brigadier-General MERRITT:]

GENERAL: The chief of cavalry directs that you prepare your divis-
ion for immediate movement. The enemy are reported falling back.
The advance of General Averell is beyond Bunker Hill toward Win-
chester. Draw in your pickets and start immediately on the Berryville

ike. First Division will move nupon the right of the road, the mrd

ivigion the left of the road, leaving the pike for artillery and trains.
Your trains have been directed to move at daylight. They are parked
in rear of these headquarters.

By command of Brigadier-General Torbert:

M. A. RENO,

Captasn and Ohief of Staff.
(8ame to Brigadier-General Wilson.)

GENEERAL ORDERS, } HDQRS. CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DI1V.,
No. 1. Charlestown, W. Va., September 2, 1864.

1. Division commanders will at once take the necessary steps to have
the detached men on duty with the trains of their respective commands
armed with carbines. Many attacks on trains could be successfully
resisted by these men if properly armed. Hereafter the quartermas-
ters will be held strictly responsigle that these men always carry their
arms when moving with their trains.

I1. Division commanders will at once have their inspectors, in con-
Junction with their brigade inspectors, make a thorough inspection of
their respective commands to see thatall captured animals in the hands
of officers and men are branded and properly accounted for. A report
will be sent to these headquarters showing the number found in each

iment.
y command of Brigadier-General Torbert:
WM. RUSSELL, JR.,
Assistunt Adjutant-General.

F1ELD ORDERS, ) HEADQUARTERS FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION,
No. —. } September 2, 1864.
Tlhe cavalry division will be in readiness to march as soon as pos-
sible,
The pickets of the First Brigade will be withdrauwn and those of the
Second Brigade assembled near the pike.
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The order of march will be as follows: first, First Brigade; second,
Segomli Brigade; third, Reserve Brigade; fourth, wagons and led
animais. -~

Brigade commanders will report as soon a8 their brigades are ready
to start.

By command of Brigadier-General Merritt:

A. E. DANA,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

HARPER’S FERRY, W. VA,, September 3, 1864,
(Beceived 11 a. m.)
Hon. EDwWIN M, STANTON,
8Secretary of War:
No information since last night.
JNO. D. STEVENSON,
Brigadier-General.

HARPER’S FERRY tember 2, 1864.
’ &(r{?eoeived 7.40 p. m.)
Hon. E. M. STANTON:
Torbert’s reconnaissance shows the enemg‘oin strong force holding
the west side of Opequon Creek, extending from our extreme right to
left. General Sheridan still occupies his Charlestown line. No firing

heard to-day.
JNO. D. STEVENSON,
Brigadier-GQenera.,

HARPER’S FERRY, September 3, 1864—10.30 p. m.
(Received 12 p. m.)
Hon. EDWIN M. STANTON,
Becretary of War:
Just received the following from General Sheridan:

Early commenced moving to-day. Averell pitched into his rear guard; cap
tared wagons, 2 battle- and some prisoners. The movement of Torbers
dre; all his cavalry in that on and gave Averell a chance. Will move to-
night.

JNO. D. STEVENSON,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY "DIVISION,

September 2, 1864,
Brigadier-General STEVENSON,
Commanding District of Harper's Ferry:

The enemy are falling back toward Winchester. All our teams are
ordered back to be parked inside Bolivar Heights. Averell attacked
and drove Vaughn’s cavalry from some point north of Bunker Hill to
within six miles of Winchester, when his advance was stopped by a
divigion of infantry. Averell captured 20 wagons, 2 battle flags, a
number of prisoners, and a herd of cattle. We move toward Berry-
ville.

Very respectiully,
JAS. W. FORSYTH,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.
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HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
Charlestown, September 2, 1864—3 a. m.
Brig. Gen. W. W. AVERELL,
Commanding Oavalry Division :

GENERAL: Your dispatch of this evening received. General Tor-
bert has just sent in a report of his operations of yesterday, which is
to the effect that none of the rebel troops have left the Valley, and
that the indications are that Early has been re-enforced. The general
instructs me to say that he does not think that any of Early’s command
have left yet for Richmond, but that he does not believe that any
additional troops have been sent here.

Very respectfully,
JAS. W. FORSYTH,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Okief of Staff.

CUMBERLAND, September 2, 1864.
Brigadier-General AVERELL,
Martinsburg, W. Va.:
The general is up the road this a. m. The following was received
from Major-General Sheridan yesterday:

The general commanding directs that you permit no trains of cars to be run over
the ad to Martinsburg without orders from these headquarters.

JAS. W. FORSYTH
Lioutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.

C. A. FREEMAN,
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
September 2, 1864. (Received 8 a. m. 3d.)
General AVERELL:

The First and Second Divisions are moving out via Berryville to the
Front Royal pike and will operate on the flank of the enemy. Rest
where you are till morning and then shove them along if they are go-
ing. 1 will move the infantry during the night. If you find the enemy
move from your present front during the night let me know, as it may
influence the direction of the infantry movement.

Yours, truly,
’ P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
%qztambor 2, 1864.
[General AVERELL]:

GENERAL: Torbert moved to-night to get as far as the Front Royal
pike. Lowell moved to Summit Point; the infantry will move to Berry-
ville and will get there by 8 o’clock to-morrow morning. Push up the
Valley in the morning, communicating with me via the pike from Smith-
field to Berryville.

Respectfully,
P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General.
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BUNKER HiLL, September 2, 1864—10 p. m.
(Via Martinsburg. Received Oakland 11.20 a. m. 3d.)

Major-General KELLEY:

Early retreated this morning toward Winchester. I am on his heels.
I have whipped Vaughn’s cavalry, captured all his train which was
not burned, and taken two battle-flags. He has no artillery. I have

cut off Imboden.
WM. W. AVERELL,
Brigadier-General.

CUMBERLAND, September 2, 1864.
Lientenant LEONARD,
Acting Assistant Quartermaster, Duffié's Div., Hancock, Md.:

The strag%leers and convalescents of the army in the field, about
1,400 in number, will leave here this a. m. en route to Harper’s Ferry.
They are without any means of carrying rations. The general wishes,
if possible, that you turn over to their quartermaster sufficient teams to
transport three days’ rations, and others will be furnished you here if

required.
C. A. FREEMAN,
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General,

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST,
New York, September 2, 1864.
Hon. E. M. STANTON,
Seoretary of War:

Last week General Hays, provost-marshal-general, addressed a com-
munication to these headquarters, stating that he expected violent
resistance to the draft, and that 10,000 good troops would be required
for the prompt execution of the law in this division. He has this day
reiterated these views in strong terms. August 29 General Dix
ad_dressedd the Department respecting the letter of General Hays, and
said:

With the information in my possession, as well as from indications which have
ocourred under my observation, I deem it hazardous to commence the draft without
a force of from 8,000 to 10,000 wmen.

The information of General Sandford ouly corroborates the views of
Generals Dix and Hays, who have been here a long while. Sandford
does not think his troops can be relied upon to the extent that we have
believed. There is no alarm here. (General Dix is at Quogue, and has

been telegraphed.
JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

NEw YoRK, September 2, 1864,
Hon. E. M. STANTON: .

The following communication has just been received :
NEW YORK, September £, 1864.
Major-General Prck:

GENERAL: I am instructed by Major-General Sandfordto inform you that he has
reliable information which satisfies him that should the order for the draft be not

2 R R—VOL XLILI, PT Ii
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immediately countermanded every provost-marshal’s office in New York will be
sacked and burned by Mond.y morning, and that you will require at least 10,000

men to enforce the
GALEX. HAMILTON,
In my opinion the information is reliable. ' )
JOHN J. PECK,
Major-General.

ORDERS. | HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
September 3, 1864.
This command will be under arms at 4 o’clock to-morrow morning.
All trains and artillery will be harnessed and hitched at the same hour.
By command of Major-General Sheridan:
C. KINGSBURY, JR.
Assigtant Adjutant- deneral

HbDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS,
Washington, September 3, 1864—10.20 p. m.
Major-General HALLECK, Ohief of Staff:

I have a scout just in from Gordonsville, which place he left on the
1st, day before yesterday; reports that Early returned to Gordonsville
from Richmond on 27th ultimo; awaited there the arrival of troops
from the Valley. The advance arrived there on the following day
(28th), and were passing through when scout left, on 1st; among
them were Longstreet’s men, some of Hill’'s, and some of Ewell’s old
corps. He says, in fact, that all the troops have left the Valley except
20,000, under Breckinridge, who has orders to hold the Valley as long
as he can. The scout says a desperate effort is to be made to retake
the Weldon road. This is the gist of his important information. It is
possible yon may have the same from other sources, but fearing youn
may not I send it to-night.

tfully, yours,
C. C. AUGUR,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE,
Near Fort Buffalo, Va., September 3, 1864.

Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR,

Chief of Staff and ’ Assistant Adjutant-General:

OoLONEL: I have the houor to inform you that there is nothing of

importanee to report from this vicinity.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. M. LAZELLE
Oolonel Sixteentk New York Cavalry, Comdg. Cavalry Bmgade

HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
September 3, 1864—9 p. m,
Brevet Major-General OrRoOK
Commanding Army of West Virginia:
GENERAL: I am directed by the major-general commanding to say
that he thinks that by holding your present position the line will be
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too much extended, and he directs that you withdraw your command
to-night or before daylight in the morning to this side of Berryvill
connecting with Major-General Emory’s left, your left extending w
over the Berryville pike and passing near the intersection of said pike
and the Summit Point road. In this position the line will be short,
compact, easily re-enforced, and on very good ground.

Very respectfully,
JAS. W. FORSYTH,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
Near Summit Point Pike, September 3, 1864—9.30 p. m.

Brig. Gen. A. T. A. TORBERT, Chief of Cavalry:

GENERAL: I am directed by the major-general commanding to inform
you that a strung force of the enemy moved down on the Winchester
and Berryville pike this evening and attacked General Crook; the evi-
dent intention was to cut yon off. They were repulsed by General
Crook. The major-general commamrding directs that on the receipt of
this dispatch you come in with your command. You will not lose
any time in making this move. If you can get into Berryville before
daylight come in on the road that you moved out on, wa.tchin% well
the Millwood pike, as the enemy may attempt to cut you off. If youm
cannot reach Berryville before daylight, you must come in to the east
of that place, and will connect with the left of General Crook’s com-
mand. You will find General Sheridan at or near Berryville,

Very respectfully,
JAS. W. FORSYTH
Lioutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION,
Millwood, Va., September 3, 1864—9.30 p. m.
Brigadier-General TORBERT, Chief of Cavalry:

GENERAL: Colonel Benjamin, of the Eighth New York Cavalry, has
just returned from a reconnaissance to Nineveh. He reports that hav-
ing arrived at that place he went with the main body of his regiment
toward Newtown, sending a party toward Front Royal; met no force of
the enemy; saw a few mounted men, but no large bodies of the rebels,
and no evidence whatever of any recent movement on their part in an
direction. About three miles from Newtown he saw and conversed wit|
a Mr. Good, who had the protection of General Merritt, and called him-
self a loyal man. Mr. Good had just come from a visit to a friend
living within one mile of Newtown. This friend had told him there
was no movement of the enemy up the Valley, and had been none, but,
to the contrary, Early was still between Winchester and Bunker Hill.
Colonel Benjamin says this view was strengthened in his own mind by
all the evidence he could obtain bearing upon the subject. Lieutenant
Yard, of my staff, in returning from your headquarters, saw the reflec-
tion of quite a number of camp-fires in the direction of Winchester.
Captain Boice has not returned yet. He will doubtless bring con-
clusive information in regard to the enemny’s whereabouts.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. WILSON,
Brigadier-General,
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HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION,
Millwood, September 3, 1864—10 p. m.
Brigadier-General TORBERT,

Commanding Cavalry:

GENERAL: Captain Boice, Fifth New York Cavalry,has just returned
from a reconnaissance toward Newtown. He reports that, moving on
the direct road to that place, he met the enemy’s pickets about one
mile and a half beyond the Front Royal pike, and following them up
800n came upon an extensive line of rebel skirmishers extending well
in toward Wright's Run and showing a strong force. He then turned
southward and, leaving the direct Newtown road, succeeded in getting
through the rebel line alone. Posting his men to wait his return, he
approached the camp-fires of the reserves of the rebel line near Stephens-
burg and listened to the conversation of some officers, by which he
learned that they were acquainted with our force and expected a battle
to-morrow, saying they had three divisions to our two. Captain Boice
judged from the tenor of their conversation that at least one of the
divisions alluded to is infantry. Theregiment on picket was the Ninth
Virginia. Captain Boice learned from the blacks that no troops had
moved down the Valley pike toward Strasburg. The troops now about
Stephensburg left Bunker Hill day before yesterday.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. WILSON,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVIsION,
September 3, 1864—1.45 p. m.
Brigadier-General CHAPMAN,
Commanding Second Brigade:

Detach one regiment, with orders to make a reconnaissance of the
country about Stony Point or Nineveh, particularly the road from that

lace to Middletown. Let it march at once till it reaches the Front

yal and Winchester pike, then turn to the south.

Very respect{ully, J. H. WILSON
) B;'e'gadier- General.

HpQRs. MILITARY DISTRICT OF HARPER'S FERRY,
Harper's Ferry, September 3, 1864—8.15 a. m.
E. M. STANTON,
Secretary of War:

The enemy are on the move down the Valley., Just received follow-
ing from Major-General Sheridan:

\
The enenelg are falling back toward Wincheater. All our trains are ordered back,
to be parked at or inside of Bolivar Heighta. Averell attacked and drove Vaughn’s
cavnlr{ from some point north of Bunker Hill to within six miles of Winchester,

hen his advance was stopped by a division of infantry. Averell captured 20
wagons, 2 battle-flags, a number of prisoners, and a herd of cattle. e move
toward Berryville.

General! Sheridan moved with his whole army last night in pursuit,
JOHN DB. STEVENSO),
Brigadier-General.
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HDQRS. MILITARY DISTRICT OF HARPER’S FERRY,
Harper's Ferry, September 3, 1864—9.30 p. m.
(Beceived 9.50 p. m.)
Hon. E. M. STANTON, Seoretary of War:

At 12 o’clock to-day the Bixth Corps had advanced as far as Clifton,
firing bheing heard at intervals until about noon, when it ceased. This
evening about dusk very heavy cannonading heard in direction of

ville, continuning for a couple of hours, and finally ceasing about
8 o'clock. When first heard it sounded very distant, but continued
approaching until it seemed to be in the neighborhood and east of
Charlestown. To-night we can plainly see camp-fires in the neighbor-
hood of Charlestown. I have sent a cavalry force to Charlestown
to-night. My couriers to the front were driven back this side of
Char%estown, supposed to be by Mosby. Shall inform you when anything
occeurs,

Respectfully,

JOHN D. STEVENSON,
Brigadier-General.

HARPER’S FERRY, September 3, 1864,
Captain BIER:

The following dispatch just received:

CHARLESTON, Seplember 8, 1864~—10 p. m.
Captain BOTSFORD, Assistant ddjutani-General:

A force of rebels, estimated 500 strong, are reported on Cotton Mountain. This
force is insignificant at any other time than now. I cannot bring more than 200
against them. I would suggest that if troops can be sent, at least two regiments of
infantry should be sent to this valley. My force is the Seventh West Virginia

Cavalry, employed guarding the entire line.
 cmployecgn J. C. SULLIVAN,
Brigadier-Genoeral, Commanding.

W. I. MATHEWS,
Oaptain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

NEW YORK, September 3, 1864,
Hon. EDWIN M. STANTON, Secretary of War:

Collector Barney reports that his detectives have discovered a plot
of the Confederate pirates to capture six Long Island Sound passenger
steamers. The ateamer Electric Spark is in an inlet about 150 miles
west of Baint John’s, Newfoundland, and will soon be in the sound.
There are also two blockade steamers being fitted at Halifax.

J. J. PECK,
Major- General.

WASHINGTON, D. O., September 4, 1864—12 noon.
Lieutenant-General GRANT, City Point:

A scout from Gordonasville says that Early was at that place on the
27th on his way from Richmond to withdraw a part of his forces from
the Valley to assist in recapturing the Weldon road.

H., W. HALLECK,
Major-General and Ohief of Staff.
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City POINT, September 4, 1864—10 a. m.
(Received 12 m.)
Major-General SHERIDAN,
Charlestown, Va.:

In clearing out the arms-bearing community of Loudoun County,
and the subsistence for armies, exercise your own judgment as to who
should be exempt from arrest, and as to who should receive pay for
their stock, grain, &c. It is our intereat that that county should not
be capable of subsisting a hostile army, and at the same time we want
to inflict as little hardship upon Union men as gossible.

. 8. GRANT.
Lieutonant- General.

CLIFTON, NEAR BERRYVILLE, VA,
September 4, 1864—8 p. m.
General H. W, HALLEOK,
Chief of Staff:

Yesterday evening, just before dark, Kershaw’s division attacked
Orook on the Berryville pike, and was handsomely repulsed, with a
loss of 50 prisoners and over 200 killed and wounded. To-day has been
spent on both sides without any results. The indications look to an

engagement t0-morrow.
' P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General,

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUA™TERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
September 4, 1864.
This entire command will be nnder arms promptly at 4 o’clock to-
morrow morning. Artillery and trains will be harnessed and hitched.
An exact compliance with this order is required.
By command of Major-General Sheridan:
0. KINGSBURY, Jr.,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

HDQES. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS,
Washington, D. O., September 4, 1864—10 a. m.
Major-General SHERIDAN,
Commanding Middle Military Division, Charlestown, W. Va.:

A scout of mine came in last night from Gordonsville, which place he
left the 1st instant. Early’s troops commenced passing through that
place on their return to Richmond on the 28th ultimo, and were still
passing through when he left. He says that Early was at Gordonsville,
and that all his force, except 20,000, under Breckinridﬁi are to return
to Richmond. Breckinridge has orders to hold the Valley as long as
be can.. The rebels are to make a desperate attempt to recover the
Weldon road. I regard this information as reliable.

C. C. AUGTR,
Major-General.
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SPECIAL ORDERS, } HpQrs. DEPT. OF WASHINGTON,
No. 220. TWENTY-SECOND ARMY CORPS,
September 4, 1864,

1. Inpursuance of instructions from the War Department, Col. M. N.
Wisewell, Mili Governor of Washington, will select, without delay,
three regiments Veteran Reserve Corps from those now on duty in this
city for detached service. One regiment will proceed to Elmira, N. Y.,
and report for duty to Brigadier-General Diven, commanding, and the
other two to Albany, N.Y., to report to Brigadier-General Robinson, com-
manding, or, in his absence, to Lieut. Col. F. Townsend, acting assistant
provost-marshal-general. The regiments will carry three days’ cooked
rations and forty rounds of ammunition.

2. Brig. Gen. A. P. Howe, inspector of artillery, will prepare at once
gix guns for detached service; one battery of four guns to report for
duty to Brigadier-General Robinson, commanding at Albany, N, Y.,
or, in his absence, to Lieut. Col. F, Townsend, acting assistant provost-
marshal-general, and the section of two guns to Brigadier-General
Diven, commanding at Elmira, N. Y.

3. These troops must be placed en route this p. m

L - . - - » ]

By command of Major-General Augur:
J. H. TAYLOR,
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE,
Near Fort Buffalo, Va., September 4, 1864.
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR,
Ohief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General:

CoLONEL: I have the honor to inform you that there is nothing ot
importance to report from this vicinity, One hundred men of the Six-
teenth New York Volunteer Cavalry from this camp are still at Annan-
dale, as the work there is not yet complete to put the stockade in a
defensive state.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. M. LAZELLE,
Colonel Sixteenth New York Cavalry, Comdg. Cavalry Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
September 4, 1664.

Brevet Major-General CROOK
Commanding Army of West Virginia : _

GENRERAL: I am directed by the major-general commanding to inform
you that we have prisoners from Rodes’ and other divisions, and there
i8 no doubt whatever but that the whole of Early’s force is now in our
immediate front and they extend well over to our right. General
Sheridan desires particularly to see you; if you are not too tired,
wishes you to come over to our headquarters this evening.

Very respectfully,
JAS. W. FORBYTH,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.
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ORDERS.] HDQRS. CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
Near Berryville, Va., September 4, 1864.
Under instructions from the major-general commanding, this com-
mand will be under arms at 4 8. m. Artillery and trains will be har-
nessed and hitched. A strict compliance with this order is required.
By command of Brigadier-General Torbert:
M. A. RENO,

Captain and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
Near Berryville, Va., September 4, 1864.
Brigadier-General MERRITT, Commanding First Division:

GENERAL: Move the balance of your command at daylight in the
morning to Summit Point, joining with the other part of the division
in that vicinity. Take up a line connecting with the right of the Sixth
Corps and running diagonally (to the right) toward the Opequon.
Move from your present position so as not to be seen by the enemy, if’
possible coming by these headquarters, to the Berryville and Charles-
town pike, striking it in rear of the intersection with the Summit Point
pike; then turn to the left at the first practicable point and go across
the country in rear of the infantry line to the Summit Point pike. The
least possible number of wagons will be taken.

By command of Brigadier-General Torbert:

M. A. RENO

Oaptain and Chicf of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
Near White Post, September 4, 1864.
[General J. H. WILSON:]

GENERAL: The chief of cavalry directs me to inclose the accom-

s::ying dispateh* from General Sheridan, also to direct that you with-

w your pickets and move back on the river road in the direction of

Snicker’s Ferry. The trains of the First Division will be sent to Mill-

wood, by the Millwood and Winchester pike; look out for them, and

march them with your train. Move your train in front of your division,

closely watching the left flank. Move as rapidly as possible after the

First Division train joins you. The First Division may have to move
back by Millwood.

Very respectfully,
M. A, RENO,
Captain and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
Near Berryville, Va., September 4, 1864.
Brigadier-General WiLSON, Commanding Third Division:

GENERAL: General Merritt moves with his command at daylight in
the morning to Summit Point, on the right of the army.

Very respectfully,
M. A. RENO
_Captain and Chief of Staf.
* Not found as an inclosure; but see Forsyth to Torbert, September 3, 9.30 p.m., p.19.
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CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS THIED CAVALRY DIVISION,
September 4, 1864—5.20 a. m.
The command will move at once in the following order: first,
trains to be started with the least possible delay, one regiment of
MeclIntosh’s brigade in their front; second, McIntosh’s brigade, Fitz-
hugh’s battery; third, Chapman’s brigade, Pennington’s battery.
Pickets should be called in atonce. The regiment at White Post
has been relieved by General Torbert, but an officer should be sent
back to direct its march. The line of march will be toward Snicker’s
Gap by the first road to the right.
J. H. WILSON,

Brigadier-General.

CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION,
September 4, 1864—11.30.
The command will be saddled and harnessed at 4 a. m. to-morrow.
By command of Brigadier-General Wilson:
L. SIEBERT,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION,
September 4, 1864,
Lieutenant-Colonel PURINGTON,
Commanding Second Okic Cavalry:
(Through General McIntosh, commanding brigade.)

OoLONEL: You will guard the train with your regiment and the
Second New York Cavalry. The train will go into park in its present
location, awaiting orders. You will picket all roads in your neighbor-
hood and keep your men from straggling from the command.

By command of Brigadier-General Wilson:

L. SIEBERT,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

HARPER'S FERRY, VA., Sepiember 4, 1864—9 a. m,
(Received 9.45 a. m.)
Hon. EDWIN M. BTANTON,
Becretary of War:

Cavalry scout returned; reports that Major-General Orook’s co
whilst going into camp beyond Berryville, was attacked by Early in
strong force; forming his lines, he repelled the attack, and during the
vight fell back a short distance to a new position, where the fighting
was resumed this morning. A train of wounded just arrived from
front. No particulars obtained from them. The reflection of camp-
fires seen last night proved to be from our camps beyond Charlestown..

JNO. D. STEVENSON,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.
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HEADQUARTEERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
Near Berryville, September 4, 1864.
Brigadier-General AVERELL,
Commanding Cavalry Division :

GENERAL: Yourscout with dispatch,* dated 3 p.m. S8eptember 3, just
received. The general commanding directs that youn hold the roads in
front of Darkesville. The enemy attacked Crook strongly at Berry-
ville last night, and were repulsed badlﬁ';h we captured over 100
prisoners; night is all that saved them. ey came down for the
purpose of cutting Torbert off at Berryville. Torbert will be back this
morning.

Very respectfully,
JAS. W. FORBYTH,
ILieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.

P. S.—The general desires frequent reports.
JAS. W. FORBYTH,
Lieutenant-Colonel.

[SEPTEMBER 4, 1864.—For Sheridan to Averell, ordering the latter
to cover Smithfield rosd, &c., sce Part I, p. 504.)

GENERAL ORDERS, | HDQRs. 20 Cav. Drv,, DEPT. OF W, VA,
No. 28. } Bunker Hill, September 4, 1864.
L The general commanding has learned that nearly 300 men of this
command have been sent to Martinsburg and have straggled from
the command within the last two days. Hereafter no man whatever
will be allowed to leave the command for any reason whatever, unless
the passes are countersigned at these headquarters. Brigade com-
manders will be held responsible that there are no stragglers from
their commands. Surgeons will not send men to the rear unless they
are allowed to do so by the acting medical director of the division.
‘This order will be read to each regiment at once.
By order of Brigadier-Geperal Averell:
WILL RUMSEY,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF WEST VIRGINIA,
Berryville, Sgptember 4, 1864,
Brigadier-General SULLIVAN:

General Duffié will send one regiment {0 you at once. You will im-
mediately concentrate your forces and fight the enemy in your fromt.
Order up the convalescents from (fallipolis.

By command of Brevet Major-General Crook:

P. G. BIER,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

* Not found.
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8pECIAL ORDERS, } HEADQUARTERS,
No. 31. Oumberland, Md., September 4, 1864,
* * * * x x *

IV. Capt. L. Peirpoint, Company E, Sixth West Virginia Volunteer
Infantry, is hereby relieved from duty as provost-marshal and com-
mandant of this post, and will proceed to Wheeling, W. Va., with the
enlisted men of his company whose term of service has expired and
who have not re-enlisted, for the purpose of being mustered out of
service. The quartermaster’s department will farnish the necessary
transportation. In relieving Captain Peirpoint from this position, the
general commanding takes pleasure in acknowledging the prompt and
efficient manner in which he performed the duties devolving upon him.

By order of Brevet Major-General Kelley:

C. A. FREEMAN,
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General,

NEwW CREEK, September 4, 1864.
Maj. Gen. B. F. KELLEY:
S1R: I have the honor to report that I have visited the blockade of
roads with Captain Coffey, leading from Knobly to Black Oak Bottom.
" The captain and myself have agreed that they are effec and that
no cavalry can get to Black Oak between New Oreek and the Widow
Putman’s, near Rawlings Station. We followed the mountain on each
side, and it is blockaded on each side. You can rel§ on this as positive
a8 if you had seen it yourself, and I will add that I would be respon-
sible for any cavalry to get over, for I had to dismount and leave my
own horse.to get up to it in Baker’s Gap, and also Neel's Gap.
1 am, with much respect, your obedient servm?k
O. F. HOY.

‘WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington, D, O., September 5, 1864—3.15 p. m.
Major-General SHERIDAN:

I notice in your last dispatoh that Breckinridge’s division has
disappeared from your front. You will see by the accompanying tele-
gram® from Governor Brough that he was to be at Lewisburg about
this time. The matter should receive your attention, for if he has gone
west there is not adequate preparation,

EDWIN M. STANTON
Secretary of 'WM.

NEAR BERRYVILLE, VA,, September 5, 1864—11 p. m,

(Received 12 m. 6th.)
Major-General HALLECK:

In mfr dispatch of yesterday I supposed that an en ment would
probably take place to-day, but the enemy withdrew during the night
to the west side of the Opequon. 1 have not been able to verify the
reports that any portion of the rebel troops in the Valley have as yet
left for Richmond. Yesterday and to-day I have had prisoners from

*8ee Brough to Stanton, August 30, Part I, p. 960.
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Early’s corps, Kershaw’s division, and from Fitzhugh Lee’s cavalry.
I have had no prisoners from Bmhnﬁdg@s corps for three days, but
have had other information from prisoners, from scouts who have

to Winchester, and from my cavalry, who have been to the Front
Royal and Strasburg pike, that as yet no rebel troops have gone
toward Richmond. My estimate of Early’s force is about 27,000
infantry. Captain Blazer’'s company of mounted men, of General
Crook’s command, had a fight with Moaby yesterday. Killed 2 officers
and 11 men, ang captured 6 men; also a number of horses and equip-
ments. Our cavalry captured 1 officer and 3 men. The enemy’s loss,
in their attack on General Crook yesterday, was greater than I first
reported. They left a number of their dead unburied.

P. H. SHERIDAN,

‘WASHINGTON, September 5, 1864—2.30 p. m.
Lieutenant-General GRANT, City Point, Va.:

The information contained in dispatch of 29th ultimo was obtained
by the scouts from an agent named Cammack, an old man who lives
near Orange Court-House. Scouts in this morning, who derive their
information from same source, report following:

No troops have paased to or from the Valleg since Fitzhugh Lee’s cavalry went
up. Foree of infantry now there is Ewell’s old corps, Breckinridge’s division, and
Anderson’s brigade of Field's division. Have been steadily falling back of late, but
no signs of their leaving the Valley.
This information is to the 3d instant, and Mr. Babeock, who has
charge of soouts, thinks it reliable.
GEO. K. LEET,

Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

(The quoted portion of dispatch transmitted by Leet to Sheridan,
same date.)

SPECIAL ORDERS,] WAR DEPT., ADJT. GENERAL'S OFFICE,
No. 294. } Washington, September 5, 1864.
L 2

L L L ] - L] ]

18. Brig. Gen. J. A. J. Lightburn, U. 8. Volunteers, now disabled
by a wound, is hereby relieved from duty with the Fifteenth Army
Corps, and will, on his recovery, report in person, without delay, to
the commanding general Department of West Virginia, for assignment
to duty.

L - - » » » -
By order of the Secretary of War:
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

CIROULAR.] HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
September 5, 1864,
This entire command will be under arms promptly at 4 to-morrow
morning. Artillery and trains will be harnessed and hitched. An
exact compliance with this order is required.
By command of Major-General Sheridan:
C. KINGSBURY, J=,,
Agssigtant Adjutant-General.
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C11Y POINT, VA, 'Septambor 5, 1864—9 p. m.
(Received 1.20 p. m. 6th.)

Maj. Gen, C. C. AUGUR:

For some time back bounty and substitute men have been deserting
to the enemy immediately on their arrival here to take advantage of
Cooper’s General Orders, No. 65, promising to send such persons
through the enemy’s lines at the nearest point to their homes. Rich-
mond papers of to-day announce that they now have several hundred
such deserters who are to be sent off. I think the route that will be
taken by many of them will be to cross the bay into Accomac or else
the Potomac above Point Lookout. I wish you would have a close
lookout Rept for them, and send all you get back here for trial.

U. 8. GRANT,
Lieutenant- General.

NEAR BERRYVILLE, September 5, 1864—10 p.m.
(Received 1 p. m. 6th.)
Major-General AUGUR,
Commanding Department of Washington :

Your telegram of yesterday received. I have had scouts at Win-
chester; have had cavalr{) on the Front Royal pike and scouting
parties as far as the Strasburg pike. The result of their operations
and all the information that they have been able to obtain is to the
effect that no troops have left the Valley. Within the last two days
have captured prisoners from Early’s corps, Fitz Lee’s cavalry, and
Kershaw's division, to the number of between 60 and 70; they know
of no troops having left. Breckinridge and Early were at Kershaw’s
headquarters this morning, on the Berryville pike, this side of the
crossing of the Opequon Creek. It is tpossible that troops have left;
but if so, I have no tangible evidence of it.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General.

NEAR BERRYVILLE, VA., September 5, 1864—10 p. m.
(Received 10.30 a. m. 6th.)
Maj. Gen. C. C. AUGUR,
Commanding Department of Washington :

I have the honor to transmit to you a copy of dispateh received
trom Lieutenant-General Grant in refereuce to the course to be pursued
in clearing out Loudoun County.* I request that you use your own
good judgment in the execution of the original order, which was trans-
mitted with the modification as set forth in the dispatch now forwarded
and oue other heretofore sent you. I think it best to clean out that
section of country, leaving a bare subsistence to those who are
undoubtedly Union, and paying for what may be destroyed belonging
to such Union people.

P. H. SHERIDAN,

Major-General.

* Bee September 4, p. 22.
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HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS,
September 5, 1864,
Col. J. H. KITCHING,

Commanding Hardin’s Division:

CoLONEL: The m%]ror -general comma.ndm%mn'ects that you relieve
the I'irst Regiment Veteran Reserve Co m duty in your division
and direct it to report to Col. M. N, Wxsewell Military Governor of
Washington. You will make such disposition of the remaining troops
as will best cover the interval left by the withdrawal of this regiment.

Iam, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. TAYLOR,
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant- General.

MupDY BRANCH, September 5, 1864.
(Received 7 p. m.)
Maj. C. H. RAYMOND,
Assistant Adjutant-General :
Major Ludlam goes up the river to-night with one battalion. He will
cross in the morning and enter Loudoan, Va., by wa.y of Leesburg.
JNO. M. WAITE,
Ma_)or, &e.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE,
Near Fort Buffalo, Va., September 5 1864.
Lieut. Col. J. H. TAYLOR,
Clief of Staff and ’ Assistant Adjutant-General :

OoLONEL: I have the honor to inform you that there is nothing of
importance to report from this vicinity. A scout of thirty men is sent
out this evening for the purpose of examining the country in the vicinity
of Vienna and Fairfax Court-House. It is believed, from information
received, that a considerable number of Mosby’s men find refuge in
those vicinities among citizens almost constantly.

Very respectfully, your obedient servan
. M. LAZELLE,
Colonel Sixteenth New York Cavalry, Comdg. Cavalry Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS DETACHMENT NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS,

Near Berryville, September 5, 1864.
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM DWIGHT,
Communding First Division:

GENERAL: On visiting your lines this morning the general com-
manding could not find a general officer. After search, Lieutenant-
Colone! Van Petten, One hundred and sixtieth New York, the officer
of the day of that division, was found. He reports that he reported to
you early this morning that he had heard the bugles of the enemy and
movement of their wagons during the night. The general command-
ing desires to know why this very important information, indicating a
movement of the enemy, was not reported to him,

I am, sir, &c.
S DUNCAN 8. WALKER,
Assistant Adjutant-General,
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HpqQrs. FIrsT DIVISION, NINETEBNTH ARMY CORPS,
In the Field, Va., September 5, 1864,
Mgj. DUNCAN 8. WALKER,
Asst, Adjt. Gen., Detachment Nineteenth Army Corps:
MAJoR: In answer to your communication dated this a. m. request-
ing information I have the honor to reply:

e time at which general officers from this division visited the lines
extended to a period subsequent to the time at which everything on
our front was reported quiet. Staff officers from these headquarters
were on the line continua%y from 3 a. m. until long after daylight. Lien-
tenant-Colonel Van Petten, officer of the day, reported to me at 8.30
o’clock this a. m., or some time thereafter, that he had heard the bugle
calls of the enemy and the movement of their wagons, This informa-
tion was not given me at an early hour this a. m, Within fifteen min-
utes after receiving this information I was officially informed that the
commandin eral was at the front and desired to seeme. I had not
g:e to offi report the information received from the officer of the

y.
I am, &ir, very respectfully, your obedient servan
WILLIAM DWIGHT,
Brigadser-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
In the Field, September 5, 1864—1 p. m,
General W. MERRITT,

Commanding First Division :
GENRERAL: The chief of cavalry directs thatv;ou drive in (across the
Opequon) the pickets of the enemy north of the Winchester and Potomac
, With & view to shortening the communications with General
Averell. He desires that you effect this with whatever force may be
necessary, but not to engage infantry.
I am, general, very respectfully,
M. A. RENO
Captain and OMief of Btaff.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD UAVALRY DIVISION,
Near Berryville, September 5, 1864—9 a. m.
Capt. M. A, RENO
Chief of Siaff:

I have investigated the matter of the stampede in the wagon train
yesterday and find the facts to be as follows:

The train had been parked properly and the guards posted in the
most advantageous manuner, when doctors, ambulance men, and others
from General Crook’s ambulance train, then a mile and a half nearer
Kabletown, dashed into the park of our train with the report that
Mosby had taken their train or attacked it. This spread through
our train and before anything could be done the whole thing was in
confusion. It was, however, promptly suppressed and without com-
municating it in any way to the troops. Captain Hull, commanding
Second New York, was prompt and vigorous; went to the assistance of
General Crook’s train and rescued five ambulances. Two wagons and
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three ambulances are there yet deserted. The affair was disgraceful,
but not to the troops or officers in charge of the train, they having done
all in their power to correct the evil. The two men who captured the
mules of Mrs. McGuire are not to be found; the provost guard have
their names and are on their track, with orders to go to Harper’s Ferry,
if necessary.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. WILSON,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION,
Near Berryville, September 5, 1864—9.05 a. m.
Captain RENO,
Ohief of Staff:

A negro who has just come in from Berryville says no force of the
enemy in the town this morning, except five men. Soldiers told him
that Early came down the pike to within a mile yesterday of the town
and then turned off to the north. Knows nothing of force.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. WILSON,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION,
Lewts’ Place, September 5, 1864—12 m.
Capt. M. A, RENO
Ohief of Staf:

General McIntosh has just sent a squadron through Berryville and
reports no force in the town, though a line of rebel skirmishers could be
seen across the Winchester pike, and along the first ridge beyond.
Learned nothing of importance further than the above.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. WILSON,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION,
Near Berryville, September 5, 1864—3 p. m.
Brigadier-General TORBERT,
Chief of Cavalry :

General McIntosh reports his picket-line extended a mile from Berry-
ville toward Winchester and connecting with a amall force on the Mill-
wood road. No cavalry was seen except a very small party on the
Millwood road. It was re?ortod to the general that the enemy were
fsllin%;)tack to their line of battle, supposed to be a division of infantry,
and t they intended to stop somewhere on the Limestone Ridge.
McIntosh has two battalions on the Winchester pike, one on the Mill-
wood. Chapmanu is instructed to connect his vedette line with that of

First Brigade.
J. H. WILSON,
Brigadier-General.
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SPROIAL ORDERS, HpQrs. THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION,
No. 85. } Reptember 5, 1864.

1. Capt. T. A. Boice, Fifth New York Cavalry, is hereby detailed for
special duty and will report at these headquarters at once.

2. Brigade commanders will send in the names of five of the most
daring and enterprising men in each regiment of their commands, to
be put under charge of Captain Boice for special duty. These men will
be selected with care and only such will be recommended as are sure to
be a credit to their regiment and the division in every particular. The
immediate attention of brigade commanders is invited to this matter.

By command of Brigadier-General Wilson:

L. SIEBERT,

Assistant Adjutant-Geneval,

HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION,

September 5, 1864.
Brigadier-General McINTOSH:

GENERAL: In accordance with orders received from General Torbert,
you will proceed with your brigade, at daylight to-morrow morning,
toward Winchester for the purpose of obtaining information regarding
the enemy’s movements. Reconnaissances sent out in front of Generals
Crook and Merritt to-day report no enemy. Push your observations as
far a8 it is safe to trust your command.

By command of Brigadier-General Wilson:

E. B. BEAUMONT,
Captain and Aide-de-Camp, Acting Assistant Adjutant-General,

HpQES. MILITARY DISTRICT OF HARPER'S FERRY,
Harper's Ferry, September 5, 1864—8.30 a. m.
(Received 9 a. m.)
Hon. E. M. STANTON,
Secretary of War:

There was considerable skirmishing along the lines at intervals yes-
terday, but nothing of any magnitude. An ambulance train was
attacked between Charlestown and Berryville, and most of it captured.
The indications are that there will be a general engagement this even-
ing or in the morning. Our forces are on a line about two miles this
side of Berryville, the enemy in their front. Shall report from time to
time anything of 1mportance that occurs.

Respectfully
’ JOHN D. STEVENSON,
Brigadier- General.

HARPER’s FERRY, September 5, 1864—9 p. m.
(Received 9.10 p, m.)
Hon. E. M. STAKTON,
Secretary of War:
Heard from front this evening. No change in position of the armies;
they still confront each other. General Sheridan looks upon a generai
engagement as probable at any moment. The captures of ambulances

3 B B—VOL XLl PT I



34 OPERATIONS IN N. VA., W. VA., MD., AND PA.  [Cmar.LV.

did not exceed thirty in number. Part of General Crook’s command fell
upon Mosby as he retreated; killed and wounded a nuamber of his men,
got five prisoners, including a lieutenant, and about forty horses, We
are having a heavy and continuous rain.

Respectfully.
’ JOHN D. STEVENSON,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
Summit Point Pike, September 5, 1564,
Brig. Gen. J. ). STEVENSON,
Commanding District of Harper's Ferry:

GENERAL: You will detail a strong gnard to accompany the supply
train for this army from Harper’s Ferry. The guard will accompany
the train as far as Charlestown, Va., where they will be relieved by a
brigade of cavalry, and return to Harper’s Ferry. The commanding
officer of the guard will be held strictly responsible for the safety of
the train.

By command of Major-General Sheridan:

JAS. W, FORSYTH,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
Near Berryville, September 5, 1864—11 p. m.
Brigadier-General STEVENSON,
Commanding District of Harper's Ferry:

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you have the
railroad repaired at once through to Martinsburg (from Harper’s
Ferry). General Torbert reports that the railroad bridge over the
Opequon Creek is not destroyed.

Very respecttully,
JAB. W. FORSYTH
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Btaff.

Hpqrs. CAVALRY CORPS, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
September 5, 1864.
Brigadier-General STEVENSON,
Commanding Harper's Ferry:
GENERAL: Will you be kind enough to send with the bearer any
men you know of at Harper’s Ferry of General Gregg’s division of
cavalry to Washington, D. C., to join their commands in the Army of

the Potomac1! \
A. T. A, TORBERT,
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Chief of Cavairy.

SPECIAL ORDERS, | HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA,
No. 162, } Near Berryville, Va., September 5, 1864.
- - » - - » -

4. The Second Ma:yluud Eastern Shore Volunteer Infantry will pro-
oeed to Harper’s Ferry, W. Va., when the snpply train for this com-
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mand expected here this evening from Bolivar Heights returns, as a

guard for the same. Upon their arrival here the commanding officer

will report to Brig. Gen. John D. S8tevenson, commanding Military Dis-

trict of Harper's Ferry, and will at once take measures to collect

together the men of his regiment.
» L J -

By order of Brevet Major-General Crook:
P, G. BIER,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA,
No. 19. Cumberland, Md., September 5, 1864,
The First Brigade of this division is hereby temporarily discontin-
ued. The Twenty-first New York Cavalry and the First New York
Veteran Cavalry will make separate reports to these headquarters.
By command of Brigadier-General Duffié:
E. W. CLARK, JE.,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

GENERAL Onmms,§ HpQRrs, FIRST CAVALR” DIVISION,

SPECIAL ORDERS,) HDQRS. FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION,
DEPARTMENT oF WEST VIRGINIA,
No. 4. Cumberland, Md., September 5, 1864,
I. Col. B. F. Taylor, First New York Veteran Cavalry, will take com-
mand of his regiment and proceed to Charleston, W. Va. Upon arrival
at that place he will report to Brigadier-General Sullivan for duty
temporarily. He will ’Frooeed by rail to Parkersburg, thence by boat to
Charleston. Colonel Taylor will send regularly to these headquarters
tri-monthly and monthlly; returns; the tri-monthly will be forwarded
ou the 9th, 19th, and 29th of each month. Quartermasters will farnish
all transportation necessary for his command.
- . - L » - .
By command of Brigadier-General Duffié:
E. W, CLARK, JR.,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION,
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA,
September 5, 1864,
Major GIBSON,
Acting Assistant Inspector-General:

MaJoRr: The general desires me to say that he has ordered that no
man shall go to the rear without a pass from division headquarters.
You will therefore arrest all men of this command who may come to
your camp without such pass, and take measures to have them pun-
ished. The horses sent herewith, and all horses sent back as unservice-
able, will be kept in the possession of the division headquarters if they
can be recuperated within ten days; if not, they will be turned over
to the post quartermaster. We advance within an hour to try the
enemy again.

y
’ WILL RUMSEY,
Assistant Adjutant-General,
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MARTINSBURG, September 5, 1864.
(Received 2.30 p. m.)
Major-General KELLEY:

I am now within eight miles of Winchester, and skirmishing. The
enemy is obstinate. I have the Valley covered from the Opequon to
North Mountain, and have asked General Sheridan at Berryville to
permit cars to come to Martinsburg. My horses are suffering for forage.
Please send down a train with 100,000 pounds of forage at once; it will
help me a great deal. Answer.

WM. W. AVERELL,
Brigadier-General.

CUMBERLAND, September 5, 1864—32 p. m.
Brigadier-General AVERELL, Martinsburg :

General Sheridan’s order was imperative; nevertheless, I will take
the responsibility to send the train. Your command must be supplied.
Trains will leave here at 5 p. m. and arrive near to Martingsburg at
about 11 p. m. Have a force ready to unload the cars at once. Deo
not wish the train to remain longer than necessary to unload.

B. F. KELLEY,
Brevet Major-General,

CUMBERLAND, September 5, 1864—2 p. m.
WiLriaM P. SMiTH, Esq., Camden Station :

I telegraphed General Sheridan this a. m., nskinﬁ if I should send
down the construction train, which is here ready. ave had no reply
yet. Would it not be well for you to send a messenger to the general
from Harper’s Ferry, as I canuot communicate with him from this

side?
B. F. KELLEY,
Brevet Major-General.

City POINT, September 6, 1864—9.30 p. m.
(Received 8 a. m. 7th.)
Major-General SHERIDAN, Near Berryville:

From reports of deserters coming in at different times and on differ-
ent parts of lines, we learn that Kershaw’s division arrived in Peters-
burg last night. I think there is no doubt but some troops have arrived
from the Valley.

U. 8. GRANT,

Lieutenant-General.

‘WASHINGTON, D. C., September 6, 1864,
Major-General SHERIDAN:

The disappearance of Breckinridge from your front gives weight to
the rumor on the 30th ultimo that he was expected in the Kanawha
Valley in about ten days. If you do not propose engaging the enemy
immediately, that valley should be looked to.

H. W. HALLECK,
Hajor-General and Chief of Staff.
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HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS,
September 6, 1864.
General BARNES,
Commanding at Point Lookout:
Lieutenant Hooker’s letter received.* What importance do you at-
tach to its statements? What is the character of the boats to which

he refers?
C. C. AUGUR,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
September 6, 1864.
Maj. Gen. GEORGE CROOK,
Commanding at Department of West Virginia:
GENERAL: The major-general conmanding directs that you furnish
one regiment for the protection of the trains now being collected at a
int about one mile and a quarter in rear of your headquarters on tha
ﬁrryville pike. When the trains move to Charlestown, the regiment
will accompany and remain with them. The regiment will draw its
rations from Harper’s Ferry.
Very respectfully, general, your obedient servant,
C. KINGSBURY, Jr.,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
September 6, 1864—6.45 a. m.
Brigadier-General TORBERT,
Chief of Cavalry:
GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you send &
regiment of cavalry, on the receipt of this communication, out on the
Berryville and Winchester pike to the crossing of the Opequon Creek.

Very respectfully,
JAS. W. FORSYTH
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Btaff.

[Indorsement.]

Respectfully referred to Brigadier-General Wilson, who will send the
regiment as required.
M. A. RENO,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
Near Berryville, Va., September 6, 1864—8 p. m.
Brigadier-General MERRITT,
Oommanding First Division:
GENERAL: The chief of cavalry directs that you proceed at 5.30
o’clock in the morning with the Reserve and Second Brigades of the
First Division to the crossing of the Millwood and Winchester pike

* Not found.
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by the Opequon Creek. The march will be across country in front of
the infantry line, and cross the Berryville and Winchester pike about
one mile from the Opequon Creek. Brigadier-General Custer, with the
First and Colonel Lowell’s brigades, will remain on the right for the
present. General Merritt will instruct him to press into the crossings
of the Opequon and secure all the fords from Jordan Springs to the
railroad and watch well the Smithfield Crossing. Demonstrations will
be made on the enemy at different points by the force on the right. He
further directs that you detail one regiment from the force left on the
right to escort the trains to Harper’s Ferry, which start at 5 a. m.
The commanding officer of this regiment will report immediately in
person at army headquarters for instructions. Theinfantry will advance
to-morrow morning to the line of the Opequon. Captain Martindale
will report to you at 8 o’clock to-morrow morning. Instruct General
‘Custer to notify the pickets on the right that army headquarters will be
on the Berryville and Winchester pike, in order that any staff officer
from General Averell can be informed.
I am, general, very respecttully,
M. A. RENO,
Captain and Ohief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
Near Berryville, Va., September 6, 1864.

Brigadier-General MERRITT,
Commanding First Division:

GENERAL: Captain Rausom’s battery having been relieved to be
sent to Harper’s Ferry to be refitted, the chief of cavalry directs that
Taylor’s battery be assigned to General Custer’s brigade for the present
in its stead, if necessary.

Yery respectfully, &c.,
WM. RUSSELL, Jr.,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HDQRS. BECOND BRIGADE. FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION,
September 6, 1864—4.30 p. m.

Capt. A. E. DANA,

Assistant Adjutant-General, First Cavalry Division:

CApPTAIN: In obedience to orders from division headquarters I sent

a squadron of the Seventeenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, under Captain
Ham, on reconnaissance to Brucetown and toward Wiuchester. Cap-
tain Ham Las just sent back a trooper with the statement that he
encountered a party of the enemy about half a mile of the Opequon
River on the Brucetown road (this side). The force of the enemy was
too strong for Captain Ham to attack (I presume a strong picket), I
have ordered another squadron to go to Captain Ham’s support with
instruction to drive them across the river, if possible. I expect another
dispatch soon.

Yours, very respectfully,

G. 8. NICHOLS,
Lieutencnt-Colonel, Commanding Second Brigade,
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
Near Berryville, Va., September 6, 1864,
Brigadier-General WILSON
Commanding Third Division :

GENERAL: The chief of cavalry directs that you make a strong
reconnaissance with your division on the left of the army, in the direc-
tion indicated in orders issued last night. The infantry line advances
this morning to the ﬁ(l)ﬁmquon Creek.

Very respectfully,
M. A, RENO,
Captain and Chief of Staff.

Watch well the crossings of the Olpequon between the two pikes to
‘Winchester, from Berryville and Millwood.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION,
Near Berryville, September 6, 1864—12.30 p. m.
Brigadier-General TORBERT,
Chief of Cavalry:

GENERAL: General McIntosh reports that the regiment sent out
from. his brigade toward the Opequon had reached that atream, finding
only a small picket force at the Limestone Ridge, and a similar one
beyond the creek. The regiment will ocecupy the position on Limestone
Ridge till further orders. I will obtain detailed information of the
reoonn%issnnce and report in pebr:(()ln.

ery respectfally, your obedient servan
t"J.' H. WILSON,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION,
September 6, 1864—7.30 p. m.

Brigadier-General TORBERT,
Chief of Cavalry:

The regiment which was at the Opequon has been relieved by the
Third New Jersey, and the old. picket-line, held when we were here
before, is re-established. I shall order the regiment back, it having
been relieved without authority.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H, WILSON,
Brigadier-General.

ORDERS. ] HEADQUARTERE THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION,
Beptember 6, 1864,
The command will move at 5.30 a. m. to-morrow by the Berryville
and Millwood pike in the following order: S8econd Brigade, with Pen-
nington’s battery, ambulances, and ammunition train; First Brigade.
The regiment doing picket duty about Berryville will be assembled at
the reserve post on the Winchester pike and march through the coun-
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try parallel to the Opequon; joining the division on Millwood and Win.
chester pike, leaving the Berryville and Winchester pike at 6.30 a. m.
By command of Brigadier-General Wilson:
L. SIEBERT,

Assistant Adjutant-General,

HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION,
September 6, 1864—8.05 p. m.
General J. B. McINTOSH,
Commanding First Brigade:

You will order the regiment now on picket on the Winchester pike
to advance again to the Limestone Ridge, or to some convenient
point within a mile from the Opequon. The commanding officer will be
charged with especial vigilance, and will so dispose of his force as to
receive timely notice of the approach of the enemy.

By command of Brigadier-General Wilson:

L. SIEBERT,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

P. S.—The time of the execution of this order will be reported to
these headquarters.
By command of Brigadier-General Wilson:
L. SIEBERT,
Agzsistant Adjutant-General,

HARPER’S FERRY, September 6, 1864,
(Beceived 8.45 p. m.)
Hon. E. M. SBTANTON:

Report from front as late as 4 p. m. this evening. No change since
yesterday in position of forces, with exception of cavalry changing
position. No firing reported.

JNO. D. STEVENSON,

Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
[September 6, 1864.} (Received 8.25 p. m.)
General AVERELL:

General Torbert sent directions this morning to hold the line of Bun-
ker Hill; I think you can hold that line. The reconnoitering parties
from Merritt were to go to Brucetown to-day; I have not yet heard
from them. I willadvance the infautry again to-morrow, and will send
a large force of cavalry to the left; this will relieve you from any pres-
sure, if my deductions are correct. I have di that the nn'goad
be re to Martinsburg from Harper’s Ferry, which will similify
your difficulties about forage and subsistence. The indications here
this evening are that Early has gone toward Winchester.

Respectfully
pocti P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General
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HEADQUARTERS SEOOND CAVALRY DIVISION,
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA,
Bunker Hill, September 6, 1864—8.25 p. m

Major-General SHERIDAN:

GENERAL: The following dispatch has just been received from the
commanding officer at Smithfield:

HEADQUARTRRS TWENTY-FIFTH NEW YORK CAVALRY,
Smithfield, Va., Septembder [6], 1864,
MaJor: The rebels have formed a skirmish-line on my left and this side of the
Opequon, following up a scouting party who were sent out by 8econd Brigade of
Caval? They hnve not yet attacked us.
ours respectful
J. SEYMOUR,
Mujor, Commanding.
WM. W, AVERELL,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
September 6, 1864—9 p. m.
Brig. Gen. W. W, AVERELL,
Commanding Cavalry Division :

GENERAL: Your note® of last night received. The Ninth New York
Cavalry reported that theﬁ opened communication with you yesterday
afternoon. Your falling back to Bunker Hill is all right; I cannot
think, however, that there was a rebel division of infantry in your front.
I have directed the railroad to be repaired from Harper’s Ferry to
Martinsburg. General Merritt is nearest to vou and will be instructed
to comﬁlgsnicatbf%u

y
poctity; P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General, Commanding.

MARTINSBURG, tember 6, 1864,
( ived 1.25 p. m.)
General KELLEY,
Parkersburg :
Yesterday General Averell ran into a heavy column of rebel infantry
near Winchester, and was compelled to fall back to Bunker Hill, where
he was this a. m. Nothing further from him. Everything quiet this

a. m,
BRENAMAN,
Operator,

GENERAL ORDERS,] HDQRS, DEPT. OF THE SUSQUEHANNA,
No. 50. } Chambersburg, Pa., September 6, 1864,

That portion of the Department of the Susquehanns lyinﬁnbetween
the Laurel Hill range of mountains on the west, and the Williamsport

* Not found.
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and Elmira Railroad, the Susquehanna River from Williamaport to the
intersection of Blne Mountain, and that range of mountains to the
Maryland line on the east, will comprise the Juniata Diatrict. Brig.
Gen. O. 8. Ferry, U. 8. Volunteers, is assigned to the command of this
district, headquarters temporarily at Bedford, Pa.
By command of Major-General Couch:
JNO. 8. SCHULTZE,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General,

CLIFTON, NEAR BERRYVILLE, September 7, 1864—9 a. m.
(Received 4 p. m.)
Hon. E. M. STANTON,
Secretary of War:

- I'did not think that Breckinridge had left my front, but had not
been able to trace him for three days. Yesterday I captured prisoners
trom both his divisions. No troops have left this valley.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General.

NEAR BERRYVILLE, VA., September 7, 1864—9.30 a. m.
. (Received 3 p. m.)
Major-General HALLECK,
Chies of Staff, Washington :

Breckinridge has not disappeared from my front. In my dispatch I
said 1 had not heard from him for three daya. Yesterday I captured

risoners from Loth his divisions, and within the last two days have

ad prisoners from every division in Early’s army. No troops have
left this valley. It should be remembered that it is 300 miles from
here to Charleston via Lewisburg. This would require a march of not
less than tweuty days. General Crook says that for 100 miles of this
distance a cricket could not subsist on the country.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General,

GENERAL ORDERS, HpQrs. DEPT. OF WASHINGTON,
% TWENTY-SECOND ARMY CORPS,
No. 79. September 7, 1864.
In ,accordance with General Orders, No. 251, War Department,
Adjutant-General’s Office, Washington, August 31, 1864, the following
posts and districts are announced as separate brigades within the
meaning of its provisions, viz: The command of the military governor
of Alexandria; the Military District of Washington; the District of
%m:;d Mary’s; the Cavalry Division, Camp Stoneman; and the Cavalry
rigade.
By command of Maj. Gen. C. C. Augur:
J. H. TAYLOR,
Ohief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-Goneral,



Omar.LV.] CORREBPONDENCE, ETC.—UNION. 43

MuppY BRANCH, tember 7, 1864.
(Received 12.45 p. m.)
Maj. C. H. RAYMOND,
Assistant Adjutant-General :

MAJoR: One battalion of my regiment, under command of Captain
Buek, left here at 8 a. m. to report to your headquarters.

Respectfully,
J. M. WAITE,

Major, Commanding.

HDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS,
September 7, 1864.
‘CoMDG. OFFICER BATTALION EIGHTH ILLINOIS CAVALRY:

S1r: The major-general commanding directs that yon proceed with
your command, with as little delay as practicable, to Port Tobacco, Md.,
at which place you will establish your headquarters. It is reported
that large numbers of substitutes and bounty men desert to the enemy
immediately after their arrival at the front, under the conditions
extended in orders from the rebel War Department that they will be
afforded facilities for recrossing the line and returning to their homes.
A number of these people are now at Richmond waiting opportunity to
return, and it is expected that they will cross the Potomac, probably
between Piney Point and Piscataway Creek; it is desirable that none
be permitted to escape. In addition to the patrols on the river it will
be well to establish a constant one from Port Tobacco to the Patuxzeut,
to cateh those who, landing below, attempt to make their way up the

ninsula. It is also reported that much contraband trade takes place

y means of rafts and small boats across the Potomac. This must be
broken up, the persons engaged in it arrested and forwarded, with
specific charges setting forth their offenses, and the wmeans by which it
is carried on destroyed. It will be well to have a certain number of
boats for your own operations. I inclose a statement® made by a reli
able man which will serve as a guide in the detection of some of the
parties alluded to. Prisoners should be retained until thei number
five or more, when they can be forwarded in charge of a reliable party
by vessel returning from delivery of stores. Communicate frequentl
by means of this vessel with these headquarters, keeping them well
informed of your operations. It is necessary that your people be kept
in hand, aud no depredations upon private property will be permitted;
let it be understood that any person so offending will be severely
dealt with.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
J. H. TAYLOR,
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General,

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE,
Near Fort Buffalo, Va., September 7, 1864.
Lieut. Col: J. H. TAYLOR,
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General:
CoLONEL: I bave the honor to inform you that there is nothin¥ of
importance to report from this vicinity. A report came to camp last
evening that Mosby was in our vicinity in force, but a scouting rarty

* Not faund.
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sent out failed to discover him. I have arrested Doctor Hunter, living
near Vienna, and Alexander Smith and a Mr. Moore. They have for
weeks past, it has been twice reported to me, entertained parties of
guerrillas, and small parties have been often seen in the vicinity of and
coming from the premises.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

H. M. LAZELLE,
Colonel Sixteenth New York Cavalry, Comdg. Cavalry Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE,
Near Fort Buffalo, Va., SBeptember 7, 1864,
Lieut. Col, J, H. TAYLOR,
Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General:

CoLoONEL: I have the honor to inform you that there is nothing of
importance to report from this vicinity, The 100 men sent to Annan-
dale from this camp to assist at the work on the stockade there have
returned, and the Thirteenth Regiment New York Volunteer Cavalry
will be sent out to-morrow scouting.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. M. LAZELLE,
Colonel Sizteenth New York Cavalry, Comdg. Cavalry Brigade.

PoINT LooKouUT, September 7, 1864,
(Received 1.15 p, m.)
Major-General AUGUR:

I know nothing more than the letter of Lieutenant Hooker states. I
have just sent out to Captain Gansevoort to ascertain if he has any other
information. He has nothing further than that the boats if brought by
land from Richmond may contain forty or fifty men each, We endeavor
here to be on the alert for such matters, whether the reports are reliable

or not.
JAMES BARNES,
Brigadier-Qeneral, Commanding.

PoINT LooOKOUT, September 7, 1864.
(Received 3 p. m.)
Major-General AUGUR:

Commodore Parker is preparing to capture the boats referred to in
my dispatch this morning. He wants 500 men and transportation to
co-operate on land with him. I refer the matter to you, for 1 do not
exactly see how it can be done. He wanted them to-night, bul I
have promised to give him your answer by to-morrow.

JAMES BARNES,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS SiXTH ARMY CORPS,
. September 7, 1864.
Lieut. Col. JAMES W. FOBRSYTH,
Ohief of Staff :
CoLONEL: I have the honor to request that application be made by
the major-general commanding the Middle Military Division, to Lieuten-
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ant-General Grant, for the return to this corps of six batteries belong-
ing to it which are now at City Point. Of the other six batteries be-
longing to the corps, the term of service of one has just expired—men
were detailed from the infantry to keep up, with the re-enlisted men
and recruits of the battery, its organization, but the War Department
has decided this cannot be done; the term of service of another will
soon expire; and in case of & third, twenty-eight men belonging to a
New York organization, who have for a long time been attached to this
batterg{, have been merged by orders from the War Department in the
Sixth New York Battery and ordered to Washington. By thisthe effi-
ciency of the battery of this corps last referred to is greatly impaired,
if not destroyed. I therefore consider that the return of the batteries
at City Point is necessary to keep up the proper proportion of the artil-

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
’ H. G. WRIGHT,
Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,

September 7, 1864.
Major-General EMORY,
Commanding Detachment Nineteenth Corps :

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you send a
brigade up the Berryville pike as far as the Opequon for the purpose
of making a reconnaissance, all our cavalry having been withdrawn
from there.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant
C. KINGSBURY, J.,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General,

HEADQUARTERS DETACHMENT NINETEENTH ARMY CORPS,
September 7, 1864,
Captain WILKINSON,
Judge- Advocate :

Yours received. Say to Colonel Molineux we have a division of cav-
alry on his left. He must look out for his right and communicate with
me frequently, I will be out on the ridge occupied yesterday. The
arms of the whole command-are to be discharged at 4 p. m., so do not
be surprised at any firing you may hear at the camps. ’

Very respectfully, &c.,
W. H. EMORY,

Brevet Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY RESERVE BRIGADE,
September 7, 1864—10 a. m.
Capt. A. E. DANa,
Assistant Adjutant- General, First Cavalry Division:

CarTaIN: I have reached the forks of the road, as directed by the
general, and have sent parties to the fords, as instructed to do. Will
report as sooit as I hear from them.

Very respectfully, your obedieut servant,
ALFRED GIBBS,
Oolonel, Commanding.
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION,
DEPARTMENT OF WEBT VIRG
Bunker Hill, September 7. 1864.
Colonel LOWELL,
Oommanding Brigade:

CoLoNEL: Colonel Powell, commanding the Second Brigade of this
division, reports that an officer of this command sent to Smithfield
yesterday found all the pickets asleep, together with the commanding
officer, officer of the day, ai.d all at the reserve. General Averell directs
me to call your attention to this fact, as the negligence of these men
endangers the left of his line, .

am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WILL RUMSEY,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DivisioN
Four miles from Winchester, on Millwood i’ike,
September 7, 1864—9.45 a. m.
Brigadier-General TORBERT,
Ohief of Cavalry:

GENERAL: I have crossed the Opequon with but little difficulty,
meeting a picket force of about thirty men from the Sixth Virginia Cav-
alry. om different citizens I learn that a part of Early’s infantry was
encamped a mile and a half this side of Winchester; how much they
didn’t know. Another citizen says he was at Winchester yesterday and
found the same force at the same place. Fitz Lee’s cavalry and some
infantry moved up the Valley pike day before yesterday, fearing a Yank
raid iu that direction, but returned the same night to Winchester. My
advance brigade (Chapman’s) is skirmishing slightly with the enemy &
mile or 8o beyond here. MclIntosh is yet with the train, on the Mill-
wood side of the stream. No sign of the enemy in any other direction
than toward Winchester. People think that Early is slowly withdraw-
ing with the intention of leaving the Valley, though they give no real
evidence upon which to base such an opinion.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. WILSON,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION,
Opequon Creek, on Millwood Road, September 7, 1864—11.35 a. m.
Brigadier-General TORBERT,
Chief of Cavalry:

The first orderly sent could not get through for guerrillas. General
Chapman advanced to within two miles and a half of Winchester, when
he encountered the enemy’s infantry; what force he could not ascertain,
though quite a number of regiments. The people along the advance
skirmish line could hear drums and bands this morning in and around
Winchester. About one regiment of cavalry was seen. Having gone
as far a8 I think prudent, I shall fall back to the Stone Chapel, and
await further orders.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. WILSON,
Brigadier-General
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HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION,
Beptember 7, 1864—9 p. m.

M. A. RENoO,
Chsef of Staff, Cavalry Force, Middle Military Division :
CAPTAIN: The reconnaissance to Salem Chapel has returned without
meeting any of the enew’s forces in that vicinity. The regiment on
its return struck the Winchester and Berryville pike close by the
Limestone Ridge, where the’lv‘hfonnd the enemy’s pickets, driving them
off after a brief skirmish. ey could notice from there many camp-
fires in the direction of the Opequon, and heard from citizens that the
position of the enemy’s forces was the same as before the recent move-
ments. Early’s headquarters are reported to be on the Berryville and
Winchester pike a short distance beyond the Opequon.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. WILSON,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.

HARBRPER’S FERRY, W. V4., Se%wmel;a 7, 1864.
( ived 1.30 p. m.)

Hon, E. M. STANTON,
Secretary of War:

An intelligent officer just from the front reports that the enemy have
retired from General Sheridan’s front. I shall doubtless hear the facts
this evening, and will promptly report.

JNO. D, STEVENSON
Brigadier- Genorai, &o.

HARPER’S FERRY, September 7, 1864.
Hon. E. M. STANTON,
Secretary of War:
All reports fromn front confirm the retiring of the enemy. A heavy
cavalry reconnaissance is being made in the direction of Winchester.
Deserters and grisoners report the enemy falling back to Fisher’s Hill

Nothing from General Sheridan on the subject.
JNO. D. STEVENSON,
Brigadier-General.
HARPER'S FERRY, September 7, 1864.
W. P. SMITH,

Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, Baltimore, Md.:
General Sheridan only desires road to be put in running order from
here to Martinsburg. Can you do this! Answer this evening.
JNO. D. STEVENSON,
Brigadier-General,
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BALTIMORE, MD., Septomber 7, 1864.
General JoEN D. STEVENSON :

Your dispatch received. We are ready and anxious to resume
repairs of road, and can reopen it to Martinsburg, we think, in four
days and nights of uninterrupted work. We have had more than
three years’ experience, however, of every character, in this business,
and do not feel satisfied that the protection is adequate, unless you
can assure us that our troops thoroughly hold the line in front of our
road from Berryville or Charlestown to Bunker Hill and west of it
covering North Mountain and Back Creek. If this is the case, and
you can generally assure us of the reasonable safety of our men and
trains, we will venture the work at once. Please advise us.

W. P. SMITH.,

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY Di1sTRICT OF HARPER'S FERRY,
Harper's Ferry, September 7, 1864,
W. P. SMITH,

Baltimore and Ohio Raitlroad :

I will be responsible for the safety of construction train and working
party. I think the safety of the road in present position of affairs

beyond question.
JOHN D. STEVENSON,
Brigadier-General.

CUMBERLAND, September 7, 1864.
Capt. P. G. BIER,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Harper's Ferry:

The stragglers, convalescents, &c., about 1,400 in number, started
via railroad, to Hancock on the 2d instant, Capt. R. Cowan, Secon
Regiment Potomac Home Brigade, in charge.

B. F. KELLEY
Brevet Major- General.

MARTINSBURG, September 7. 1864.
General KELLEY:

Everything is quiet along the lines. Averell still at Bunker Hill.
BRENAMAN.

CUMBERLAND, MD., September 7, 1864.
(Received 8th.)
Brevet Major-General CROOK,
Commanding Department of West Virginia:

General Kelley telegraphs from Parkersburg that the country below
Parkersburg and Charleston is infested by small bands of guerrillas.
Shall I send any troops to Parkersburg?

A. N. DUFFIE,

Brigadier-General.
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SPECIAL ORDERS, WAR DEPT., ADJT. GENERAL’S OFFICE,
No. 297. } Washington, September 7, 1864,
[ ] * * » » - »

64. Bvt. Brig. Gen. Roy Stone, colonel One hundred and forty-ninth
Pennsylvania Volunteers, is hereby assigned to duty as commandant
of the depot for volunteers, Camp Curtin, Harrisburg, Pa., and will
take post and enter upon his duties accordingly.

® - * * * * *

By order of the Secretary of War:
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

NEwW YoORK, September 7, 1864.
Hon. E. M. STANTON,
Seoretary of War:

I propose to go this evening to Long Island and return on Satur-
day. 1 leave Major-General Peck at these headquarters, who will
advise me promptly by telegraph if my earlier return is required.

JOHN A. DIX,
Major-General,

NEAR BERRYVILLE, September 8, 1864—10 a. m.
(Received 4 p. m.)
Lientenant-General GRANT:

Your dispatch of the 6th instant received. Kershaw has not left the
Valley, nor has any portion of his command. Yesterday I sent off
twenty-six grisoners representing his four brigades. No troops have
left here. have had prisoners daily representing each division of
Early’s army, and from other sources I am able to say positively that
no troops have left. Early’s infantry force and my own number about
the same. I have not deemed it best to attack him, but have watched
closely to press him hard so soon as he commences to detach troops
for Richmond. This was the tenor of your dispatch to me after I took
up the defensive. The right of my infantry line is at Summit Point,
my left near Berryville. Early is on west side of Opequon Creek—his
left above Stephenson’s Depot; bis right, Kersbaw’s division, covering

the Berryville pike.
P P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General.
Crry PoINT, September 8, 1864—1 p. m.
(Received 4.30 p. m.)
Major-General SHERIDAN,
Charlestown, Va.:

If you want to attack Early you might re-enforce largely from Wash-
ington. Whilst you are close in front of the enemy there is no neces-
sity for a large force there. This is not intended to urge an attack,
because I believe you will allow no chance to escape which promises
success.

U. 8. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.
4 B R—VOL XLIII, PT IX
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NEAR BERRYVILLE, VA., September 8, 1864—9 p. m.
(Received 1.25 a. m, 8th.)
Maj. Gen, H. W, HALLEOK,
Chief of Staff:

Nothing important to report to-day. I moved General Crook to
Summit Point as Rodes moved from Stephenson’s Depot to Brucetown.,
Yesterday Wilson’s cavalry division crossed the Opequon and went
in the direction of Winchester; met by Kershaw’s divigion. Kershaw
is on Early’s right, covering the Berryville pike. I telegraphed you
some time ago that Lieutenant-General Anderson was here. He has
not assumed command (being senior to Early), as only a part of his
corps is here, but that he is here is unquestionable. There is8 no truth
in the newspaper report of the loss of Crook’s ambulance train. Only
one ambulance was lost and some twelve or thirteen horses. The
train was attacked and badly stampeded by six of Mosby’s men.

P. H, SHERIDAN,
Major-General,

GENERAL ORDERS, } HpQRS. MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
No. 186. Near Berryville, Va., September &, 1864,

In order to prevent the unauthorized seizure of private property, the
following orders and instructions are issued for the guidance of this
army:

1. No private property whatever will be seized, except horses, mules,
forage, and fresh beef,or, in case of actual necessity, flour and bacon.

2. For all private property seized under thisorder, brigade or detach-
ment quartermasters will give vouchers to the owners, stating explicitly
the amount and character of property taken, the order for so taking it,
and that on proof of loyalty to the United States Government the claim
will be paid.

3. The quartermasters will take up on their returns and account for
all property seized under this order.

By command of Major General Sheridan:

C. KINGSBURY, Jr.,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

SPEOIAL ORDERS, } HpQRS. MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
No. 28. September 8, 1864.

- - - » - »

-
2. The First Regiment of Caval;y, Potomac Home Brigade (Cole’s
Cavalry), will proceed to Harper’s Ferry, for the purpose of being dis-
mounted, under the supervision of Capt. G. A. Gordon, special in-
spector of cavalry. The command, after being dismounte(i, will report
to Brigadier-General Stevenson, commanding at Harper’s Ferry. e
horses and equipments will be turned over to Lieutenant-Colonel Page,
chief quartermaster of cavalry.

» » L) » L L J »
By command of Major-General Sheridan:
C. KINGSBURY, J&.,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY BRIGADE,
Near Fort Buffalo, Va., September 8, 1864.
Lieat. Col. J. H, TAYLOR,
OMhief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General:

CoLONEL: I have the honor to inform you that there is nothing of
importance to report from this vicinity, The Thirteenth New York
Volunteer Cavalry went out to day, taking as a general direction Aldie.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. M. LAZELLE,
Col. Sizteenth New York Vol. Cavalry, Comdg. Cavalry Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS SAINT MARY’S DISTRICT,
Point Lookout, Md., September 8, 1864. (Received 3 p. m.)
Major-General AUGUR,
Commanding Department of Washington :

Commodore Parker thinks it would require 600 men at least. He
says he shall establish s close blockade of the mouth of the Rappahan-
nock; that the euemy have only two boats, and if assailed can raise
400 men. He thinks they design to make a raid on the Eastern Shore

if they can get out.
JAMES BARNES,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
September 8, 1864—8.15 a. m.
Brevet Major-General CROOK,
Commanding Army of West Virginia:

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that on the receipt
of this dispatch you break up your present camp and move your com-
mand to Summit Poiut, taking up a position at that place.

Very respectfully,
JAS. W. FORSYTH,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.

GEXERAL ORDERS, } HpQRS. CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY Dr1v,,
No. 10, September 8, 1864.
Hereafter the carbine will be habitually carried on the person or in
the hands of the men, and under no circumstances will they be allowed
to be stramied on the saddle. Many horses are rendered unserviceable:
by sore backs caused by this practice; it is a grievous error and must:
be corrected at once. Commanding officers will be beld responsible
that this order is strictly complied with, and that any violation of the
same is properly punished. is order will be read at once to every
eompany in this command.
By order of Brigadier-General Torbert:
‘WM. RUSSELL, Jr,,
Major and Assistant Adjutani-General.
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GENERAL ORDERS, | HDQRS. CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY D1v,,
No. 11, } September 8, 1864.
Capt. George B. Sanford, First U. 8. Cavalry, is hereby relieved from
duty as acting assistant adjutant-general, and announced as commissary
of musters for the cavalry, Middle Military Division, in pursuance of
paragraph 9, Special Orders, No. 27, headquarters Middle Military
Divigion, September 7, 1864. He will be obeyed and respected accord-
ingly.
y command of Brigadier-General Torbert:
WM. RUSSELL, Jr,,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

SpECIAL ORDERS, } HDQRB. CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY D1V,
No. 17. September 8, 1864,

I. By direction of the maijor'general commanding, the Sixth Pennsyl-
vania Cavalry is temporarily detached from the Reserve Brigade, First
Division, and will immediately proceed to Pleasant Valley, Md., near
Harper's Ferry, and camp near the dismounted cavalry camp. On arriv-
ing at the latter place the senior officer of the regiment will agsume
command of the dismounted camp.

II. Those men of the Sixth Pennsylvania who are to be discharged
in September and October will be at once dismounted and the horses
turned over to men of the Reserve Brigade in dismounted camp,
veterams being mounted first.

IIL. On the arrival of the Sixth Pennsylvania Cavalry, Captain
8Stevenson, Company O, and Lieutenant Cafferty, Company D, First
New York (Lincoln) Cavalry, will report to Brigadier-General Torbert,
chief of cavalry, without delay, for duty with their regiment.

By command of Brigadier-General Torbert:

WM., RUSSELL, Jr.,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
September 8, 1864—8 p. m.
General MERRITT:

GENERAL: The chief of cavalry directs that you detail one good-
gized regiment to proceed at 5 a. m. to-morrow to Charlestown, for the
purpose of conducting to the front the trains of the army, which will be
escorted to that place by a detail of General Stevenson’s command.
The commanding officer of the regimeunt will conduct the train from
Charlestown by the Berryville pike, and will be held responsible for its
safety. A regiment of infantry will be stationed at Rippon, and will
remain at that point until the rear of the train has passed.

Very respectfully, &c.,
WM. RUSSELL, Jr.,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
September 8, 1864.
[General MERRITT:]
GENERAL: General Torbert directs that the commanding officer of
the regiment detailed to go to Charlestown to-morrow a. m, report
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to army headquarters to-night for any further instructions they may
have. It is understood there are some few wagons to go back as faras
Charlestown.
Very respectfully, &e.,
WM. RUSSELL, Jr.,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HDQRS. FIRST BRIGADE, FIRST DIvISION CAVALRY,
MmDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
September 8, 1864.
Capt. A. E, DANa,
Assistant Adjutant-General, First Division:

Omne of the regiments I sent out to the Opequon this morning has
just returned. I gave the commanding officer orders to strike the
Opetglon at the railroad aund destroy all the mills between that point
and Smithfield. He has just reported, and says he found it impossible
to destroy any mills on the Opequon, b
enemy on the opposite bank.

Very respectfully, &c.,

ecause of the heavy force of the

G. A. CUSTER,
Brigadier-General.

HpQRs. FIRST BRIGADE, FIRST DIvIsiOoN CAVALRY,
September 8, 1864.
Capt. A. E. DANa,
Assistant Adjutant-General, First Division:

The officers commanding the two regiments report that the enemy
have pickets all along the opposite bank of the uon and at one
point near Jackson’s Mill, between Jordan Springs and the Berry-
ville pike. The enemy’s pickets were on this side, but were afterward
driven back. The heaviest force of the enemy was met near the point
where the railroad crosses the Opequon, and at which point there is a
mill on the opposite bank. The officers of both regiments agree im
estimating the force upon the opposite bank at this point as superior in
numbers to their own. This force of the enemy was not fully devel-
oped until after my men had engaged them for some time. At Jack-
son’s Mill the enemy also displayed a cousiderable force. It was mostly
cavalry, although some portion was on foot, and it is not known whether
it was cavalry dismounted or infantry. The enemy have barricades of
rails and rifle-pits thrown up at different points along the opposite bank
of the Opequon.

Yery respectfully, &c.,
G. A. CUSTER,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
September 8, 1864—8.30 a. m.
General WILSON:
GENERAL: General Torbert has desired me to inform you that Gen-
eral Crook’s command will leave its present position, on your right,
to-day and move to Summit Point., When it leaves, be desires you to
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move one brigade to their old position on the Berryville and Charles-
town pike, and one brigade close to Berryville, on the Berryville and
Winchester pike. Also keep parties on the roads toward Snicker’s
Gap and Millwood, and toward Winchester, occasionally going as far
a8 the Opequon.
Very respectfully, &c.,
WM. RUSSELL, Jr.,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION,
September 8, 1864,
Capt. M. A. RENO,
CMef of Staff, Cavalry Foroes, Middle Military Division:
CAPTAIN: The patrol sent this afternoon to Limestone Ridge found
the enemy in possession with a strong picket-line.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. WILSON,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.

Everything quiet elsewhere.

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT OF HARPER’S FERRY,
September 8, 1864—9 p. m. (Received 10.30 p. m.)
Hon. E. M. STANTON,
Secretary of War:

My information from front is as late as 3 o’clock this evening. Recon-
naissances of yesterday and this morning show the enemy still con-
fronting General Sheridan. They had retired their pickets from the
immediate front of our army, but upon crossing the uon Creek a
heavy line of skirmishers was soon met. The movements of the enemy
seem to be to our left.* Geueral Sheridan passed Crook’s corps from
left to right to meet their new disposition. r infantry, right resting
on Sammit Point, with cavalry extending to Darkesville, on Martins-
burg pike, to which point Averell is reported to have fallen back. Of
this reported movement of Averell’s I have no positive information,
but believe it to be true. 8o far from Early retiring, the indications
are that he adheres to the purpose of holding this end of the Valley at
least, if he does not propose a raid north of the Potomae.

Respectfully.
’ JNO. D. STEVENSON,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DISTRICT oF HARPER'S FERRY,
Harper's Ferry, September 8, 1864,
Maj. Gen. P. H, SHERIDAN,
Commanding Middle Military Division:
GENERAL: The president of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad sent
up to-day a construction train with laborersi to put in running order

the road to Martinsburg. 1 furnished ample guard for train imme-
diately, and dispatched them at 2 p. m. to commence repairs, Without

* Bee correction, p. 0.
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interruption, the work will be completed by Monday. I shall require a
grison of at least a full regiment at Martinsburg, and also one at
fiield’s. With them the road can be held perfectly safe.
Respectfully, &ec.,
JNO. D. BSTEVENSON,
Brigadier- General.

OC1rCULAR.] HDQRS. CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
September 8, 1864.
Division commanders will at once cause all the dismounted men of
their respective commands to be collected and sent under charge of an
officer to the Dismounted Camp in Pleasant Valley, Md. Particular
attention must be paid to collecting the dismounted men who skulk
and loaf about the trains. The quartermasters and commissaries
should be ordered to make a thorough inspection of their trains and
depots, that all dismounted men not properly detailed may be sent at
once to the Dismounted Camp.
By command of Brigadier-General Torbert:
WM. RUSSELL, JR.,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
Near Berryville, Va., September 8, 1864.
Brigadier-General AVERELL,
Commanding Second Division:

GENERAL: Your dispatch received, dated September 8, 7 a. m.* No
moveme..ts of importance except Crook’s corps to Summit Point and
Merritt’s division farther to the right. Wilson still on the Berryville
aud Winchester pike connecting with the left of the infantry. Infor-
mation is sent youn as often as practicable and immediately when any-
thing igrlportant transpires.

ery respectfully.
’ M. A. RENO,
COaptain and OMbief of Staff.

MARTINSBURG, [Septmber]] 8, 1864.
(Received Cuinberland 4 p. m.)
General KELLEY:

Please keep me informed with regard to stagg I&f vvv;lteAr Ti;lE%i'}uI)Ew'

CUMBERLAND, September 8, 1864.
Brigadier-General AVERELL,
Martinsburg :

Returned this p. m. from Parkersburg. Very heavy rain in the moun-
tains. North Branch has not raised much yet, but undoubtedly will.
Capt. C. J. Harrison was directed to advise you from the mouth of
8outh Branch this p. m.

B. F. KELLEY,

Brevet Major-General.

* Not found.
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BALTIMORE, September 8, 1864.
Major-General KELLEY:

‘We have received the following dispatch from General Stevenson:

HARPER'S FERRY, Septembder 7, 1864—9.20 p. m.

I will be responsible for the safety of construction trains and working party. I
think the safety of the road in present condition of affairs beyond danger.
JNO, E STEVENSON,
Brigadier-General.

You are doubtless fully advised of the position of our forces and of
the enemy. Do you feel that it is safe and proper to commence reopen-
ing from the west? If there is reliable protection it is most important
to reopen the line, but if the work can only be partially executed under
risk of capture it is injurious to commence. Can you arrange with
General Sheridan for full and reliable protection! We are prepared
to work rapidly and effectively as soon as you advise action.

J. W, GARRETT.

MARTINSBURG, September 8, 15864,
General KELLEY:

General Averell evacuated with his main forece his position at Bunker
Hill 1ast night, in consequence of the enemy massing on his front in
strong infantry and some cavalry force. Capt. Jack Adams, rebel,
seems to have gone over your way with about 500 men. Indications
were that Early has sent a heavy force down toward Bunker Hill, and
that this force would be likely to attack at Bunker Hill to-day, and
hence Averell falling back so as to be beyond cross-roads. Averell
was this a. m. 8ixX miles from Martinsburg on and to the right and left of
the Winchester pike. Torbert, with a portion of cavalry, attempted a
flank movement on the enemy yesterday toward Stevenson’s Depot.
Torbert made demonstrations at all the fords on the Opequon; but I
can’t learn that he erossed it. Sheridan sent word to Averell by an
aide-de-camp that he would take the hair off any man’s head who ran
train to Martinsburg without his orders to do so. Sheridan sees no
1eason why Averell can’t be supplied from Hagerstown. The truth is
Averell has not sufficient train, A portion of Lowell’s brigade was at
Smithfield last night, when we were ut Buuker Hill, and the Union
line of pickets and vedettes extends from the Blue Ridge to the North
Mountain. Keep a sharp lookout for rebel Jack Adams. He was at
Mills Gap day before yesterday. Sheridan was near Berryville yester-
day, also at and near Summit Point.

T. C. WILSON,

JESSEEERS

CUMBERLAND, September 8, 1864.
Capt. CHARLES J. HARRISON,
South Branch:
The rebel Capt. Jack .Adams, with 500 men, is reported coming west
from Winchester this a. m. Be on the lookout for him.

By order:
C. A. FREEMAN,
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.
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SPrCIAL Onnnns,} HDQR8. DEPT. OF THE SUSQUEHANNA,
No. 209. Chambersburg, Pa., September 8, 1864.

1. The Two handred and second Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers,
Col. Charles Albright commanding, will proceed without delay by
railroad from Harrisburg to Chambersburg, Pa., and report to the
sasistant adjutant-general for orders. The quartermaster’s department
will farnish the necessary transportation.

2. The Two hundred and second Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers,
Col. Charles Albright commanding, will march from Chambersburg on
the Loudon turnpike to near Back Creek, and encamp on such ground
as may be designated by Maj. John B. Burt, aide-de-camp and acting
assistant inspector-general.

- * L] L ] L] » L

By command of Major-General Couch:
JNO. 8. SCHULTZE,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.

City PoINT, VA, September 9, 1864—11.30 a. m.

{Received 10 p. m.)
Maj. Gen. P. H. SHERIDAN,
Charlestown, Va.:

It is now satisfactorily ascertained that no force has returned here
from the Valley except a brigade of Field’s and one of Pickett’s. It is
doubtfal whether the brigade from Pickett’s division ever reached the
Valley, a8 it was absent from here but a few days. I would not have
you make an attack with the advantage against you, but would prefer
just the course you seem to be pursuing—that is, pressing closely upon
the enemy, and when he moves, follow him up, being ready at all times
to pounce upon him if he detaches any considerable force. We are
strengthening our position here so that a small force can hold the
present line, and leave the greater part of the army to act on a given
point when T choose. 1 feel able now for offensive movements, but as
re-enforcements may be expected daily, I prefer to wait a short time to
make every blow struck more effective. Are you re-enforced to any
considerable extent !

U. S. GRANT,
Lieutenant-General.

NEAR BERRYVILLE, VA., September 9, 1864—9.30 p. m.
{Received 8.30 a. m. 10th.)
Muj. Gen. H. W. HALLECK,
Chief of Staff:

Nothing important to report to-day. My cavalry drove the pickets
of Breckinridge’s corps from Opequon Creek, burned 4 flouring mills,
and captured 2 officers and 8 men of Breckinridge’s command. The
Potomac rose beyond fording last night, and I transferred to east side
of Opequon Creek Avereil’s train and a portion of his cavalry, still
bolding Martinsburg pike, near Bunker Hill, and across to Gerrards-
town.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General,
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HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
Near Berryville, September 9, 1864.
(Received 10 a. m.)
Capt. WiLLIAM R. PRICE,
Inspector of Cavalry:

General Sheridan has been informed that there are some men in the
Dismounted Camp in Washington belonging to the Reserve Brigade.
Will you have them mounted as soon as possible. This brigade is now
very much reduced in numbers. The men waiting mounts in Washing-
ton are old soldiers. I understand that they were mounted and after-
ward their horses were taken and given to the Third Qavalry Division.
As soon as the men of the First Division are mounted please notify
General Augur, a8 it is intended to have them escort Martin’s light
battery to Harper’s Ferry. Answer.

JAS. W, FORSYTH

Lioutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.

GENERAL ORDERS, HbpQRrS. MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
No. 17. } Near Berryville, Va., September 9, 1864.

The attention of the general commanding has been called to the pil-
laging of houses and the destruction of private property by stragglers
of his command. This wanton and disgraceful conduet on the part of
a few individuals will cast diseredit on the faithful, and should be vis-
ited by the most summary punishment.

Corps and other independent commanders will at once take measures
to put a stop to this discreditable conduct. Private property when
taken must be taken by authority from corps and division command-
ers, under General Orders, No. 16, from these headquarters.

By command of Major-General Sheridan:

O. KINGSBURY, JR.,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

WAR DEPARTMENT. ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE,
Washington, September 9, 1864.
Maj. Gen. C. C. AUGUE,

Commanding Department of Washington :

Sir: I have the honor to inclose®* herewith a copy of paragraph 656
of Speciul Orders, No. 300, of September9, 1864, from this office, direct-
ing that a company of the Veteran Reserve Corps be sent to ’ﬂrenton,
N. J., for temporary duty, and to inform you that the Chief of Staff
desires that the largest company under your command be sent, with a
full complement of officers aud at the earliest possible moment.

Very respectfully, &c.,
E. D. TOWNSEND,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

MuDDY BRANCH, September 9, 1864.
(Received 8.10 p. m.)

Maj. C. H. RAYMOND, Assistant Adjutant-General:

MAJoRr: Have nothing uew to report. Many of the Eighth Illinois
are sick. Have moved my camp to-day a. m. near Dufield’s Mill, about

* Owitted.
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two miles and a half from Darnestown, same distance from Muddy
Branch Ford. Have Major Brown’s command picketing the river.

Respectfall
poctiyy JNO. M. WATTE,
Major, &o.

ALEXANDRIA tember 9, 1864,
’ S(%eceived 8.20 p. m.)
Oolonel TAYLOR,

Chief of Staff and Assistant Adjutant-General:

CoLoNEL: Wehave information that there is abont 300 rebel caval
in the neighborhood of Fairfax Station awaiting a chance to attac
some of our scouting parties; some of them are recognized as the
S8eventeenth Virginia Cavalry. These men do not belung to Mosby.
They have been seen for several days in that vicinity and about the
Court-House.

H. B. WELLS,

Lieutenant-Oolonel and Provost-Marshal-General.
(Copy forwarded to Col. H. M. Lazelle at 8.45 p. m.)

HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
September 9, 1864,
Brevet Major-General CROOK,
Commanding Army of West Virginia:

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that you detail
one regiment from your command to assist in escorting the army trains
through to Charlestown. The regiment that you detail will only go as
far as Charlestown, and then return. The trains will be parked near

our command, and be moved via the road from Summit Point to
arlestown. ’i‘he regiment should be on the ground ready to start at

5 a. m, to-morrow. One regiment of cavalry will go with the trains in
addition to yourregiment. The commanding officer of the cavalry will
be in command and responsible for the wagons and will go through to
Harper’s Ferry. General Torbert has been directed to detail the cav-

alry regiment referred to.
l-eg.espectt‘ully,
JAS, W. FORSYTH,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chigf of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGIN
In the Field, September 9, 1864,
Col. 1. H. DuvaL: :

You will please make a detail from your command of one regiment
to assist in guarding the army trains through to Charlestown. The
regiment that you detail will only go as far as Charlestown, and then
return. The train will move via the road from Summit Point to Charles-
town. One regiment of cavalry will go with the train, and the com-
manding officer of the cavalry will be in command. The refi.ment from
your command will report at these headquarters promptly at 5 a. m.
to-morrow.

By command of Brevet Major-General Orook:

WM. MoKINLEY, JR.,
Captain and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.
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HDQRS. SECOND BRIGADE, FIRST CAVALRY DIVISION,
September 9, 1864—12.30 p. m.
Capt. A. E, DANA
Assistant Adjutant-General, First Cavalry Division :

CAPTAIN: I have the honor to report that I assumed command of
this brigade last night. Proceeded this morning with the brigade np
the Opequon. I have burned all the mills (three in number) from
Smithfield to the railroad, except a small one below where we struck
the stream, which will be dealt with at oncein a like incendiary manner.
‘We met opposition at each point, but prevailed on the enemy to leave.
We have captured 1 lieutenant and 5 men, who will be sent to your
headquarters. I an returning to my camp. My loss was nothing.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
ALFRED GIBBS,
Colonel First New York Dragoons.

HARPER’S FERRY, September 9, 1864,
(Received 9 a. m.)
Hon. E. M, STANTON,
Secretary of War :

In my dispatch last night the word left is used for right. The move-
ments of enemy are to our right. Nothing during the night except
confirmation of Averell’ movement. He holds Martinsburg.

JNO. D. STEVENSON,
Brigadier-General.

HARPER’S FERRY, September 9, 1864.
(Received 9 p. m.)
Hon. E. M. STANTON,
Secretary of War :

No change of position of infantry reported to-day. Averell has
moved his command this side of Opequon, making Leetown his head-
quarters. A squadron of his command was in Martinsburg this even-
ing. Scouts from there, just arrived, report no enemy below Bunker

Hiil
JNO. D. STEVENSON,
Brigadier-General,

HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
September 9, 1864,
Brig. Gen. J. D. STEVENSON,

‘ Oommanding District of Harper's Ferry:

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs me to say that he
wishes the road repaired through to Martinsburg, but he does not want
any trains of cars whatever run through until orders are given from
these headquarters. I have also to inform you that on account of the
rise in the Potomac River, rendering the ford at Williamsport imprac-
ticable, General Averell was obliged to swing his right round toward
laetow‘lrl.

ery res
¥ reepestinlly, JAS. W. FORSYTH
Lioutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.
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HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
Near Berryville, September 9, 1864.
Brigadier-General STEVENSON,
Commanding Distriot of Harper's Ferry:

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs me to say in reply
to your letter* of this date that he wants you to use our own force, and
to repair the railroad toward Martinsburg without regard or consul-
tation with the construction parties of the Baltimore and Ohio Rail-
road. General Averell’s train and a portion of his command was last
night withdrawn to this side of the Opequon, on account of the rise in
the Potomac and the impracticability of the fords. Our pickets are still
at Bunker Hill, and extend to Gerrardstown. The general does not
want you to go icto Martinsburg, but to repair the road this side.

Respectfully
’ JAS. W. FORSYTH,
Lieutenant-Colonel arnd Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS,
Harper’s Ferry, September 9, 1864.
WILLIAX P, SMITH

Baitimore and Ohio Railroad:

Your construction train abandoned their work this morning without
sufficient reason. I do not think your ‘“boss” should leave his work
without orders. Averell changed his position, which no doubt was the
cause of alarm. I am ready to furnish proper guards, and will be re-
sponsible that no trains shall be lost or men injured. General Sheridan
wants the work to go on. Justreceived a dispatch from him on subject.

JNO. D. STEVENSON,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION,
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRG
Leetown, September 9, 1864.
Major GIBSON,
Acting Assistant Inspector-General:
MAaJoRr: The division moved to this place yesterday afternoon. The
neral desires you to put a picket at Williamsport to guard the cross-
ll:g at that point, arrest all stragglers, &c. The picket need not be
ge.
Respectfully,
WILL RUMSEY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SEOOND OAVALRY DIVISION,
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA,
Leetown, Beptember 9, 1864.
[Colonel SCHCONMAKER :|
CoLONEL: The general desires you to send a regiment to camp

within striking distance of the fords picketed by you on the Opequon
to hold them. The regimental commander can send about twenty men

* Not found.
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to each ford, make arrangements to be informed quickly of the ap-
proach of the enemy, and can then unsaddle, put his regiment in the
shade, and find forage for it. Please see to it at once.

Respectfully.
’ WILL RUMSEY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION,
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA,
Leetown, September 9, 1864.
Lientenant Gass,
Tuwenty-second Penusylvania Oavalry:

S1rR: The general wishes you to remain in Martinsburg until obliged
to retire by the enemy. When you do retire you will do so to the
stone bridge on the Opequon, on the Shepherdstown road. You will
hold the bridge until further orders. Put a small picket at the bridge
at once.

Respectfully,
WILL RUMBSEY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HANcock, September 9, 1864,
Major-General KELLEY:
Just returned from down road. All quiet at Sleepy Creek; the men
there have been scouting; report all qniet around that country
P. B. PETRIE,
Captam, de.

HANCOCK, Seﬁtember 9, 1864.
( ived 9.35 p. m.)
General KELLEY:
‘Water fallen very much, but not fordable yet; about one foot and
& half past fording. If it i;eeps on falling as it has to-day it can be
forded to-morrow night.
F. B. MILLER.

WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington COity, September 9, 1864—10 p. m.
Governor BROUGH,

Oolumbus :

The Adjutant-General reports vhat the last of your 100-days’ regi-
ments left here to-day. This, I think, brings the proper time for a suit-
able official acknowledgment of their services, and it will be given

promptly.
EDWIN M. STANTON,

GENERAL ORDERS, } HpQRs, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
No, 18. September 10, 1864.
Hereafter the chief quartermasters of corps and other mde&endent
commands will submit, on the 10th and 25th of each month, to the chief
quartermaster of the army, statements, approved by their commanding
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officers, of articles needed to supply the troops and their departments,
and no requisitions will be made at, other times, except in case of special
necessity, which will be stated in the certificate.

The chief of ambulances at army headquarters and the chief signal
officer will require from officers of their departments the semi-monthly
statements and submit them to the chief quurterinaster ot the army.

The depot quartermaster at Harper's Ferry will hereafter issue only
on requisitions approved by the chief auartermuster of the army.

No quartermaster serving in the field will be allowed more than one
citizen clerk. The pay allowed will be $100 per month at the lhead-
quarters of’ corps or other independent commauds and of divisions, and
875 per month at thie headquarters of brigades. Depot quartermasters
will submit & list of their clerks and employés and the salaries paid
them to the head of their department, and will employ only the num-
ber approved by him.

The highest pay allowed to citizen teamsters will be $30 per month,
assistant wagon-masters $45 per month, and wagon-masters $60 per
month, each receiving one ration per day.

The allowance of men, including citizens and soldiers, for wagon
trains, will be cne man for each wagon, and for every ten wagons an
additional man as cook. At the headquarters of corps, divisions, and
brigades there will be allowed two blacksmiths, one saddler, one wheel-
wright, and one forage master; at corps and division headquarters &
wagon-master, and at brigade headquarters an assistant wagon-master.
Commanders of corps and other independent commands will re«l)l(x)ire
from their quartermasters lists of men employed, and see that the above
allowances of number and pay are strictly conformed to. When the
trains are divided, part accompanying the troops and part remaining
in the rear, commanders of corps, &c., will designate a quartermaster
to take charge of each portion, with such a number of regimental quar-
termasters for assistants as may be necessary.

All transportation will be held by corps, division, or brigade quarter-
masters, except in the batteries. The wagons assigned to the latter
may be held by the commanders when the batteries are not brigaded.
They will, however, be subject, as other wagons, to the orders of the
chief quartermaster of corps, &c.

The chief quartermaster ot the army may require directly from sabor-
dinate officers such reports and correspondence a8 may be necessary
for the proper administration of his department.

By command of Major-General Sheridan:

C. KINGSBURY, Jr,,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

[SEPTEMBER 10, 1864.—For field return of Sheridan’s command, see
Part 1, p. 61.]

HpQRS. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY CORPS,
Washington, September 10, 1864.
Major-General SHERIDAN,
Commanding Middle Division, Berryville, Va.:

1 have been obliged to send a battalion of the Eighth Hilinois Oavalry
to Port Tobacco to break up blockade-running and to intercept desert-
ers from Army of the Potomac. 1 have a battalion of First and Third
Division men, under Major Brown, now on duty picketing the upper
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Potomac. Can I retain them in the place of the battalion of the Eighth
Mlinois? Major Ludlam, Eighth Illinois, returned here yesterday from
Snickersville and vicinity; reports no enemy about except small bodies
of Mosby’s men, which it is impossible to get into a fight.
C. C. AUGUR,
Major-General.

NEAR BERRYVILLE, VA., September 10, 1864—9.30 p. m,
(Received 11 a. m. 11th.)
Major-General AUGUR,
., Oommanding Department of Washington:
Retain the men of the First and Third Divisions Cavalry for as short
8 time a8 tpossible. Within the last twelve days Crook’s men have
killed 1 of Mosby’s lieutenants, 18 men, and captured 6 of his men.
They have killed 5 of Mobberly’s men, captured 40 of his horses and 75
revolvers. Other parties have captured 1 officer, badly wounded, and
4 of his men. As soon as I get time I will have a circular hunt for
the whole gang. Many of these men are citizens, who live in this
vicinity, and have been selling produce to the Government, and claim
to be loyal on this account; they are getting loyalty now, with a pros-
pect of poverty in the future.
P. H. SHERIDAN,

Major-General.

MvuDppY BRANCH, September 10, 1864.
(Received 2.30 p. m.)
Major RAYMOND, Assistant Adjutani-General:

MAJoRr: The men who committed the theft at Ashtown are undoubt-
edly portion of a band of twenty or thirti, marauders who infest
Montgomery County and did not cross the Potomac at any ford for
the purpose. The trouble which exists in finding them is large forests
to hide 1n and plenty of secesh citizens to harbor and feed them. Have
had parties, under charﬁg]of energetic officers, making night marches
and searching forests. ey have discovered several places of rendez-
vous; and if citizens would give information, I could soon hunt the
band, and will try it anyway. The cavalry at Rockville are much the
nearest Sandy Spring; that officer does not report to me, and I don’t
know as it is intended he should.

Respec

]

JOHN M. WAITE,
Major, do.

ALEXANDRIA, Septomber 10, 1864,
(Received 1.30 p. m.)
Colonel TAYLOR,

Okief of Btaff and Assistant Adjutont-General :

OOLONEL: We have information from two or three sources this morn-
ing that there are about 300 rebel cav in the vicinity of Fairfax
Station. These men belong to the Sixth Virginia and Seventeenth
Virginia; they are Mosby’s men. I have sent out what cavalry I have
to look after them.

H., H. WELLS,

Liewtonant-Colonel and Provost- Marshal-General.
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HEADQUARTERS FI¥TH NEW YORK CAVALRY,
September 10, 1864.
Capt. C. H. MILLER, Assistant Adjutant-General:

CAPTAIN: My patrol went out about three miles and a half from
Berryville and found about fifty cavalry in line mounting. I sentin
awhile since a man claiming to belong to the Twenty-first New York
Cavalry, whom they picked up.

Respectfully,
W. P. BACON,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding.

Abstract from feld return of the Third Cavalry Division, Brigadier-General Wilson
commanding, September 10, 1864.
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HARPER'S FERRY, W. VA, September 10, 1864.
(Received 10 p. m.)
Hon. E. M. BTANTON, Secretary of War :
The military condition of the army, so far as I am advised, remains
unchanged. During the day considerable cannonading heard in the
front; no particulars of the firing received. Supply trains from front

came in this morning all right.
JNO. D. STEVENSON,
Brigadier-General,

HDQRS. CAVALRY DIVISION, DEPT. oF WEST VIRGINIA,
Leetown, Va., September 10, 1864—1 p. m.
Brigadier-General TORBERT
Chief of Cavalry, Middle Military Division :

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that the enemy sent threa
regiments of cavalry across Mill Creek this morning, and attacked
Schoonmaker’s brigade. The enemy was repulsed and driven back to
Bunker Hill. The cavalry of Lomax were brought forward, with artil-
lery, and compelled my First Brigade to retire, it having, however,
nearly exhaunsted its ammunition. It has orders to cross the Opequon
at the stone bridge and hold it, sending 100 Enfield rifles toward Will-
iamsport to re-enforce the guard of dismounted men at that crossing.
As soon as the First Brigade replenishes its ammunition I intend to
cross and attack the enemy in flank.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
‘WM. W. AVERELL,
Brigadier-General.
5 B R—VOL XLII, PT II
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HpQRS. CAVALRY DIVISION, DEPT. OF WEST VIRGINIA,
Leetown, Va., September 10, 1864—3 p. m.
Brigadier-General TORBERT, .
Ohief of Oavalry, Middle Military Division :
GENERAL: The enemy have made strong demonstrations against the
giekets at bridge on the road to Bunker Hill over the Opequon and at
ulphur Springs Ford. I had pickets on the opposite side covering those
fords, but they have been driven away. I soon ascertain what
force has approached Martinsburg. Scouting parties have been sent
over.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. W. AVERELL,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DIVISION,
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA,
Near Burns’ Ford, September 10, 1864—5 p. m.

Brigadier-General TORBERT,
Chief of Cavalry, Middle Military Division :

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that my Firat Brigade, Col. J.
M. Schoonmaker commanding, was stationed this morning at Darkes-
ville, with pickets extending from Dandridge’s Ford to Mills’ Gap,
according to the directions of the inajor-general commanding. At day-
light patrols were sent to the front, which discovered the enemy’s
pickets at Bunker Hill, but did not attack them. Shortly after 8 a. m.
three brigades of the enemy’s cavalry—McCausland’s, Johnson’s, and
Vaughn’s—attacked, with one brigade of infantry of Rodes’ division, the
two regiments at Darkesville (the other regiments being on picket), and
after a very severe contest compelled Colonel Schoonmaker to retire.
Schoonmaker’s brigade charged the enemy’s cavalry three successive
times under the direct fire of his artillery, driving them pell-mell through
their infantry lines. The action was witnessed by several reliable
officers of my command who have spent considerable time under fire
duriug the past three months, and ‘they all pronounce the action most
gallant on the part of my cavalry. When their ammunition was nearly
exhausted they retired in good order before the enemy’s advance to
Martinsburg, and have taken up the line as directed in the orders of
the major-general commanding, which you communicated to me-the
other day. I have no report of casualties yet. A Union man, Van-
meter, living near Darkesville, states to one of my patrols that the
enemy’s infantry, Rodes’ division, came a8 far as Darkesville and is
there now. A prisoner from the Third Alabama Sharpshooters statea
that Rodes’ division and a division of cavalry came to the point where
he was captured (near Darkesville); that the cavalry went on to
Martinsburg. While the action was going on the enemy made strong
demonstrations of crossing at Sulphur Springs Ford and the wooden
bridge, driving some squadrons which I had on the opposite side over
to this. The last report from Martinsburg states the enemy did not
amist an attack upon Colonel Schoonmaker’s last position, but
retired.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. W. AVERELL,
Brigadier-General,
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION,
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA,

Near Leotown, September 10, 1864,
Brigadier-General TORBERT,

Okief of Cavalry :

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that there is now no force of
the enemy farther north than Darkesville. The enemy left a picket at
Big Springs on retiring, but it was driven away by a scouting party.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,w
M. W, AVERELL,

Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS SEOOND CAVALRY DIVISBION,
DRPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA,
Near Lectown, September 10, 1864—11.15 p. m,
General TORBERT,
Chief of Oavalry :

GENERAL: From information received from various sources I learn
that General Early’s headquarters were yesterday evening sixteen miles
from Martinsburg; General Breckinridge’s, fifteen miles from that place.
The infantry which came north of Bunker Hill had orders to camp
between Bunker lHill and Darkesville.

Reepectfully, your obedient servan
'y . w. AVERELL,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION,
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA,
Near Leetown, September 10, 1864.

Lieut. Col. CHARLES KINGSBURY, Jr.

Assistant Adjutant-General, Middle Military Division :

CoLONKEL: I have the honor to request that you will permit my for-

age train to come to this point from Harper’s Ferry, where it now is.
I also request that you will direct cars to run on the Baltimore and
Ohio Railroad as far as Kearneysville, to bring forage to that point for
my command.

I am, colonel, respectfully, your obedient servan

‘WM. W. AVERELL,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION,
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA,
Leetown, September 10, 1864—9.10 a. m.
Colonel SCHOONMAKER, First Brigade:

CoLONEL: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com-
munication of 7.20 a. m. to-day. The general conmanding has directed
that Colonel Powell relieve his pickets from Darkesville to the Ope-
quon. Forage has been sent you this morning. Please be kind enough
to forward at once the reports called for yesterday. Reports have not
been received every hour.

Respectfully,
WILL RUMSEY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION,
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA,
) Leetown, September 10, 1864—1.05 p. m.
Major FARABEE,
First West Virginia Oavalry:

MaJor: The general wishes you to move with your regiment to
Burn#’ Ford, leaving your pickets out as they now are.

Respectfully,
WILL RUMSEY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington City, September 10, 1864.
Governor BROUGH,
Oolumbus :

Pursnant to the President’s directions I transmit to you the following
executive order made by him in acknowledgment of the services of the
100-days’ men, who at the opening of the sprin%hcampa.ign volunteered
their aid in the operations of General Grant. e certificates of serv-
ice mentioned in the order will be prepared without delay and trans-
mitted to the officers and soldiers entitled to them.

EDWIN M. STANTON,
Secretary of War.

[Inclosure.)

Special Ezecutive Order returning dihanka to the Ohio Volunteers for
100 days.

EXEOUTIVE MANSION,
Washingtorn City, September 10, 1864.

The term of 100 days for which the National Guard of Ohio volun-
teered having expired, the President directs an official acknowledg-
ment to be made of their patriotic and valuable services during the
recent campaigns. The term of service of their enlistment was short,
but distinguished by memorable events. In the Valley of the S8henan-
doah, on the Peninsula, in the operations on the James River, around
Petersburg and Richmond, in the battle of Monocacy, and in the
intrenchments of Washington, and in other important service, the
National Guard of Ohio performed with alacrity the duty of patriotic
volunteers, for which they are entitled to and are hereby tendered,
through the Governor of their State, their national thanks.

The Secretary of War is directed to transmit a copy of this order to
the Governor of Ohio, and to cause a certificate of their honorable serv-
ice to be delivered to the officers and soldiers of the Ohio National
Guard -vho recently served in the military force of the United States as

volunteers for 100 days.
ABRAHAM LINCOLN.

SPECIAL ORDERS, HDQRS. DEPT. OF THE SUSQUEHANNA,
No. 211, } Chambersburg, Pa., September 10, 1864.

» » L ] » L ] L L ]

3. The detachment of the Fiftieth Company, Second Battalion, Vet-
eran Reserve Corps, at Easton, Pa., will be relieved from duty at that
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place and proceed without delay to Harrisburg, Pa., and report to
Capt. R. I. Dodge, U. S. Army, commanding the post, for duty. The
quartermaster’s department will furnish the necessary transportation,
2 - L . » » E
By command of Major-General Couch:
JNO. 8. SCHULTZE,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General,

NEAR BERRYVILLE, September 11, 1864—9 p. m.
Lieutenant-General GRANT:

Your dispatch received. I have nothing important to report. Early
still holds his position on west bank of Opequon Creek, near Jordan
Springs. It is exceedingly difficult to attack him in this position. The
Opequon Creek is a very formidable ‘barrier; there are various cross-
ings, but all difficult; the banks are formidable. Ihavethought it best
to remain on the defensive until he detaches, unless the chances are in
my favor. The troops here are in fine spirits; some of them, however,
have not seen any hard fighting and some of them are not entirely reli-
able. Thereis no interest suffering here except the Baltimore and Ohie
Railroad, and I will not divide my forces to protect it. We have exter-
minated 3 officers and 27 men of Mosby’s gang in the last twelve days.
The enemy have lost in the various lit.le combats which we have had
with them, according to their own accounts, over 3,000 men. Our own
losses will not exceed 900. I have had some increase from Crook’s con-
valescents, but as yet but few recruits; yesterday and to-day about
ninety came inin all. The newspaper acconnts aboutloss of ambulances,
&c., are erroneons, Only one ambulance was lost and thirteen horses;
same day the bushwhackers replaced the horses from captures from
Mosby’s men. We have had heavy rains for last few days. Potomac

is not now fordable.
P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General.

MvuDDY BRANCE, September 11, 1864—6 p. m.
( ived 8.30 p. m.)
Maj. C. H. RAYMOND:

MaJor: A few scattering rebels made their appearance opposite my
line at Edwards’' and Conrad’s Ferries this morning. Everything quiet
except occasionally a man gets fired apon by bushwhackers.

Respectfully,
JNO. M. WAITE,
Major, &e.

ALEXANDRIA, September 11, 1864,

(Received 9.40 p. m.)
Colonel TAYLOR, Okief of Staf:

COLONEL: The party sent out yesterday to look after the rebel cav-
alry said to be in the vicinity of Fairfax Station havereturned. They
report nothing in that vicinity. They captured two of the Second Vir-
ginia Cavalry, who had been sentin to mount themselves.

H. H. WELLS,
Ideutenant-Colonel and Provost-Marshal-General,
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HEADQUARTERS PICKET,
Near Berryville, September 11, 1864—11 a. m.
Oaptain MILLER,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Brigade, Third Division, Cavalry Corps:

I have the honor to report that I sent a patrol out upon the Win-
chester pike as far as Limestone Ridge, and the officer of the patrol
reports the enemy’s cavalry picket in the same position as it has been
for a week past.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO. O. MARCY,

Major, Commanding Picket.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
September 11, 1864.
Brigadier-General WILSON,
Commanding Third Division :

GENERAL: The chief of cavalry directs that you detail one good-
sized regiment from your command, to proceed at daylight to-morrow
morning for the purpose of conducting to the front the trains of the
army, which will be escorted to that place by a detail from General
Stevenson’s command. The commanding officer of the regiment will
conduct the train from Charlestown via Summit Point, and will be held
monsible for its safety. The commanding officer of the regiment

ill report at army headquarters this p. m. for farther instructions.

I am, general, very respectfully, &c.,
‘WM. RUSSELL, JR.,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
September 11, 1864—10.30 p. m.
General WILSON:

GENERAL: The chief of cavalry directs that your train be sent back
to-morrow a. m., nnder escort of the regiment going to Charlestown, to
escort the army trains to the front. Your train will be joined by the
train of two brigades of the First Division at Rippon., The regiment
will act as escort to the whole as far as Charlestown.

Very respectfully, &e.,
WM. RUSSELL, Jr.,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HimPER'S FERRY. September 11, 1864,
(Received 9.35 p. m.)
Hon. E. M. STANTON:

Heard from front at 3 p. m.; condition of forces unchanged. The
firing heard yesterday was skirmishing of Merritt’s cavalry with enemy;
amounted to nothing. .

JNO. D. STEVENSON,
Brigadier-General.
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HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
September 11, 1864.
Brig. Gen. J. D. STEVENSON,
Commanding District of Harper's Ferry :

GENERAL: General Averell will now draw his supplies from Har-
per’s Ferry, and as he is so far from these headquarters the major-
general commanding directs that you allow his teams to be moved to
and from that point, by his (General Averell’s) orders, under escort
from his comma.:;&.l bedi

, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
o gen JAS. W. FORSYTH
Lisutenant-Colonel and Ohief of Staf.

HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
September 11, 1864.
Brigadier-General STEVENSON,
Commanding District of Harper's Ferry:

GENERAL: The major-general commanding directs that.you detail a
strong guard to escort the army supply trains from Harper’s Ferry to
Charlestown. The officer commanding the escort will be held strictly
to account for the safety of the train until he transfers it to the officer
in charge of the escort from Charlestown to the front. The |
detailed tfrom your command will, after the train has been turned over
to the cavalry escort that will be at Charlestown, report back to you.
The trains should leave Bolivar Heights at daylight to-morrow morning.

JAS. W, FORBYTH
Lieutenant-Colonel and CMiaf of Staf.

P. 8.—The supply train that you send out here to-morrow will return
immediately ; it is then to be at once loaded up with three days’ sup-
plies, and will be parked inside of Bolivar Heights.

Respectfully.
’ JAS. W. FORSYTH
Lioutenant-Colonel and Chief of Staff.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION,
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRG
September 11, 1864—11.45 a. m.
Colonel SOHOONMAKER,
Oommanding First Brigade:

COLONEL: One of General Sheridan’s scouts who staid near Martins-
burg last night reports tome that the enemy were engaged in tearing np
therailroad between Martinsburg and North Mountain, and that he heard
the report of small-arms, and that the uon is open below you.
Please place your main body this side of the Opequon near the stone
bridgehkeepmg light but vigilant pickets out toward Darkesville,
North Mountain, and on the other roads. Picket the Opequon lightly
down to its mouth. Keep your command strictly on the defensive, for
the purpose of rest. Do not remain saddled uniess in the presence of
the enemy or in case of an attack., Your pickets should be so posted
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a8 to enable you to saddle up in time. Keep up your supplies from
Kearneysville, and in case you are driven from your position fall back
to Kearneysville, keeping this brigade constantly notified of your move-
ments. De not invite attack or offer battle by sending out large parties.
Recall the regiment sent out and substitute in place small patrols which
can go quickly and far to examine theroads. Keep a mobile picket in
the vicivnity of Nont};uhlli;untain. belt;ahe object is rest and recuperation.
your obedient servan
oLy TospeetE WLW. AVERELL,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DIVISION,
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA,
September 11, 1864,
Ool. J. M. SCHOONMAKER,
Commanding First Brigade:

OoLONEL: My order to you was not the result of the report of the
scout; the object was stated at the end of the order. I would prefer
to have you in the position this side of the bridge, but you may remain
to-night where you are, and wait also where you are to-morrow until
you hear from me.

Respectfully, your obedient servant< W. AVERELL
" Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS,
Stony Point, September 11, 1864.
(Received Cumberland 4 a. m. 13th.)
Major-General KRLLEY:

The commanding general directs that you send at once to rejoin their
regiments the four companies of the Eleventh West Virginia Infantry
at New Oreek; also the detachments at Parkersburg. All detach-
ments, officers and men of regiments here in the field, at present in the
lines of t{f)ur command, he wishes forwarded without delay to their

P. G. BIER,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HpDQRS. DEPARTMENT OF WASHINGTON, 22D ARMY OORPS,

September 13, 1864.
Major-Geueral SHERIDAN,
Commanding Middle Division, Berryville, Va.:
There is not sufficient number of men in Martin’s battery to make it
s horse battery. Do you wish it sent as it is, a light battery?! The
cavalry are all ready to accompany it, and will be sent the moment I

hear from you.
C. C. AUGUR,
Magor-General, Commanding.
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
Near Berryville, Va., September 12, 1864—10.30 p. m.
[Brigadier-General WILSON:]

GENERAL: The mqior-general commanding directs me to furnish the
following information and instructions:

One division of the Sixth Corps and two brigades ef the First Divis-
ion will move to-morrow morning to the crossing of the Opequon at
Seivers and Locke’s Fords, to ascertain the strength, position, and
force of the enemy. He directs that you move one of your brigades
with two guns to the crossing of the Ogequon on the Berryville and
‘Winchester pike, and cross, if possible. You are not to engage infantry.
In case you effect a crossing, you will press on toward Winchester to
find on‘tr what they have. The infantry will cross about 9.30 a. m.

respectfully
oy ’ M. A. RENO,

Captain, &c.

HEADQUARTERS OAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
September 13, 1864—8.30 a. m.
General WILSON:

GENERAL: The chief of cavalry desires me to say that General Sheri-
dan has notifled him that it has been reported there is a rebel cavalry
camp at or near White Post, and has directed a reconnaissance in that
direction. The chief of cavalry desires you to send out at least a regi-
ment to the Berryville crossing of the Opequon Creek, to ascertain the
truth (% the above t;gflom oral bed

res en our obedient servant,
Oy POty gonerah ¥ WM. RUSSELL, Jz.,
Assistant Adjutant-Gemeral.

ORDERS.] HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION,
September 12, 1864,

Brigadier-General McIntosh will make a reconnaissance with his
brigade and two guns of Pennington’s battery on the Berryville and
‘Winchester pike, cross the Opequon, if possible, and press on toward
‘Winchester as far as possible without endangering the safety of his
command, finding out what the force of the enemy consists of. He will,
however, not engage the enemy’s infantry, He will start at 8 a. m.
to-morrow.

By command of Brigadier-General Wilson:

L. SIEBERT,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION,

September 12, 1864.
Brigadier-General MOINTOSH,
COommanding First Brigade:
It is reported that a rebel cavalry force is encamped near White Post.
You will therefore detach a regiment to make a reconnaissance .in that
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direction. Let it also go to the Berryville crossing of the Opequon
before returning. A good line for it would be first to the Opequon,
thence by Salem Church to White Post, and retarn.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. WILSON,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS THIRD OAVALRY DIVISION,

L September 12, 1864,
Brigadier-General CHAPMAN,

Commanding Second Brigade:

Please make arrangements for the capture of Captain Mobberly and
such other of Mosby’s gang as infest the country along the Shenan-
doah and beyond. Mrs. Kline, who lives two miles and a half beyond
Snickersville, on the Leesburg road, will direct the troops to the house
of a man named Carlisle, who is uainted with the haunts of Mob-
berly. The party that is detached for the arrest of Mobberly should
not be more than twenty, and should do all in one night. Mr. Carlisle,
although a loyal and weil-disposed citizen, should be arrested to keep
up appearances. His residence is between the Aldie and Leesburg
pikes, %bout a mile from Mrs. Kline’s.

oy Tosk v J. H. WILSON,
Brigadier-General.

HArPER’S FERRY, W, VA,, September 12, 1864.
(Received 9.056 p. m.)
Hon. E. M, STANTON:
Nothing heard from front to-day.
JNO. D. STEVENSON.
Brigader-General, &o.

HARPER'S FERRY, September 12, 1864,
W. P. SMITH,

Baltimore and Ohio Railroad:

The general commanding wants the track relaid to Martinsbﬂ.
Your road is effectually covered by our forces. General Averell’s head-
quarters are within three miles of Kearneysville. The working party
and trains will be furnished with an ample guard, but the superin-
tendent of construction must not abandon his wori{' without orders,
which will be promptly given if necessary. In my opinion, the protec-
tion to road is perfect. Can the work proceed at once?
JNO, D, STEVENSON,
Brigadier-General.

GENERAL ORDERS, | HDQRS. MIL. D1sT. oF HARPER'S FERRY,
No. 5, } Harper's Ferry, Va., September 13, 1864,
The general commanding publishes the following orders for the gov-
ernment of trade, and permitted snpplies, within this military district:
No trade stores will be allowed or permitted to trade with persons
residiug outside of the military lines of this district and wit the
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States of Virginia and West Virginia, except those established at Point
of Rocks, Berlin, Sandy Hook, Harper’s Ferry, and Martinsburg, said
stores to be duly licensed to trade as such by the regularly constituted
‘Treasury authorities, the licenses to be approved at these headgnarters.

Family supplies can only be permitted to be transported south to
the Potomac between the mouth of the Monocacy and the Shenandoah
River, in Loudoun GCounty, Va., and south of the Baltimore and Ohio
Railroad from Harper’s Ferry to Hancock, in quantities ordinarily re-

uired for actual family consumption, where satisfactory evidence of
the loyalty of the proposed recipient is furnished to the custom officers
before granting a permit, which permit shall be subject to such regu-
lations as may be prescribed.

It will be remembered that family supplies in quantities such as are
ordinarily required for actual consumption, and intended for the use of
those who have properly and satisfactorily established their loyalty.
and authorized sutlers’ goods, for 'lawfully and regularly appointe(i
sutlers of regiments and post sutlers, and such goods and packages as
are intended for the private use of officers and soldiers of the U. S.
Army are the only goods allowed to be transported to or into the inter-
dicted district, and these must not be allowed to pass unless accom-
panied in each case by a custom-house permit, signed by a proper rev-
enue officer or aide, and further approved by one of the milime officers
especially appointed or detailed to examine such permits and indorse
upon them the necessary authority for the parties and their goods to
pass. No goods whatever, upon any pretext, are to be allowed to go
within the interdicted district unless accompanied by the permit and
pass named,

No permit must be granted by the officer of customs, or others autbor-
ized to grant permits, for spirituous liquors, except for medicinal pur-
Pposes, and then only In very moderate quantities.

Supplies shall not be in larger quantities than can be consumed in
thirty days.

No spirituous liquors shall be permitted to traders in the counties of
West Virginia east of the Alleghany Mountains except on the order of
these headquarters, or to such persons baving authority to trade in
liquor from these headquarters. This order to include all that part of
Marﬂland between the Monocacy and Harper’s Ferry on the line of
the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad.

No permit will be allowed to cover spirituous liquors except as pro-
vided above or where sent to medical purveyors or army surgeons for
medicinal purposes, and it is enjoined upon all officers commanding
post detachments, &c., to seize all spiritnous liquors (except such as
are intended for use as above specified), all articles contraband of war,
and all goods of whatever description not protected by the proper per-
mits and passes, attempted to be carried within the interdicted dis-
trict.

The several provost-marshals at Point of Rocks, Sandy Hook, Ber-
lin, Harper’s Ferry, and Martinsburg are designated as the officers to
examine and indorse the custom-house permits for goods to be passed
beyond the lines,

e officers appointed to indorse passes upon permits are not so to
indorse them as a matter of course, but must satisfy thewmselves be-
yond a doubt of the certain loyalty and good intention of the parties
presenting such permits, as well as of the loyalty of those to whose
use the goods are being conveyed, and that the parties presenting such
permits are identical with those named therein or are duly and prop-
erly authorized by those named to act for them.
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And it is the duty of all military officers stationed at points where
there is any likelihood of goods being carried within the said district
not only to see that all goods are accompanied by the required permits
and passes and to satisfy themselves of the genuineness of the same,
but also, in each case, to examine every trunk, box, or package, in
order to ascertain, by comparison, whether its contents correspond
with the inventory accompanying the permit.

And it is further required of all military officers stationed at all
points along the river and railroad from which goods are carried into
Virginia, after having carefully examined the permits and passes, and
after having compared the contents of trunks, boxes, and packages
with the inventories, to cancel such permits and passes in order that
they may not be again fraudulently used to cover other bills of goods.

The sale of spirituous liquors within this military district to enlisted
men or employés in the military service of the United States is posi-
tively prohibited, and it is enjoined upon all officers to see this order
ngidly enforced.

y order of Brigadier-General Stevenson :
H. M. BURLEIGH,
Assistant Adjutaht-General.

‘WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL'’S OFFICE,
Washington, September 12, 1864.
Maj. Gen, J. A, D1x, U. 8. Volunteers,
Commanding Department of the East, New York City:

The Secretary of War directs that the Military District of Northern
New York be constituted, to consist of Congressional districts num-
bered from 11 to 20 inclusive, and to be commanded by Bvt. Maj. Gen.
J. C. Robinson, headquarters at Albany; and that the Military District
of Western New York be constituted, consisting of the Congressional
districts numbered from 21 to 31 inclusive, Bvt. Brig. Gen. A. S. Diven
to command, headquarters at Elmira, N. Y., both districts to be under
you as department commander. The generals have been vrdered to
report to you by letter, Acknowledge receipt.

E. D. TOWNSEND,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

——

‘WAR DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE,
Washington, September 12, 1564,
Bvt. Brig. Gen. A. 8, D1vEN, U. 8, Volunteers,
Elmira, N. Y.:

The Secretary of War directs that you report b"y letter to Major-
General Dix, commanding Department of the East. You are assigned
to command, according to your brevet rank, of the Military District of
‘Western New York, consisting of the Congressional districts numbered
from 21 to 31 inclusive, headquarters at Elmira. Enter on command
immediately and report receipt and execution of this order,

E. D. TOWNSEND,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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NEAR BERRYVILLE, September 13, 1864—7 p. m.
(Received 14th.)
Lieutenant-Gieneral GRANT:

This morning I sent General Getty’s division, of the Sixth Corps, with
two brigades of cavalry, to the crossing of the Summit Point and Win-
chester road, over Opequon Creek, to develop the force of the enemy at the
crossing in that vicinity. Rodes’, Ramseur’s, Gordon’s, and Wharton’s
divisions were found on the west bank. At the same time General
‘Wilson, with McIntosh’s brigade of cavalry, dashed up the Winchester
slike, drove the rebel cavalry at a run, came in contact with Kershaw’s

ivision, charged it, and captured the Eighth South Carolina Regiment
(16 officers and 145 men) and its battle-flag, and Colonel Henagan, com-
manding brigade, with a loss of only 2 men killed and 2 wounded.
Great credit is due to Generals Wilson, McIntosh, and Third New Jer-
sey and Second Ohio. The charge was a gallant one. A portion of
the Second Massachusetts, Reserve Brigade, made a charge on the right
of our line and captured 1 officer and 11 men of Gordon’s division of
infantry. Our loss in the reconnaissance is very light.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General,

SPECIAL ORDERS, } HpQrs. MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
No. 33. September 13, 1864.

3. Brig. Gen. John R. Kenly, U. 8. Volunteers, is relieved from duty
in the Military District of Harper’s Ferry, and will report for orders to
Maj. Gen. Lew, Wallace, commanding Middle Department, Eighth Army

By command of Major-General Sheridan:
C. KINGSBURY, Jr.,
Assistant Adjutant—(}mwral.

HEADQUARTERS HARDIN'S DIVISION,
TWERTY-SBECOND ABRMY CORPB, DEPT. OF WASHINGTOR,

Washington, D. C., September 13, 1864,
Col. J. HowarDp KITCHING,

Commanding First Brigade:

COLONEL: General Hardin directs that the officers and enlisted men
belonging to the First Battalion, Ninth New York Artillery, now in
your command, be immediately relieved and ordered to report to the
command of the senior officer of the detachment at the Soldiers’ Rest,
near Baltimore and Ohio Railroad depot, for consolidation with the
detachment of the First Provisional Battalion, going to the Army of
the Shenandoah. The general also desires that this detachment arrives
at the Soldiers’ Rest to-night, in order that they may leave for the
army in the morning. The senior officer of the two detachments will
take command upon the consolidation, and immediately apply for trans-
portation at the quartermaster’s office (Colonel Elison).

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obed.ientH ser’i‘vuIlJtl,g B
Liowutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.
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HEADQUARTERS HARDIN’S DIVISION,
TWENTY-SECOND ARMY CORPS, DEPT, OF WASHINGTON,

Washington, D. O., September 13, 1864.
Lieut. Col. H. G. THOMAS ’ ’
Commanding Second Brigade:

COLONEL: Pursuant to orders from department headquarters General
Hardin directs that you relieve from duty, in your command, the organ-
ization known aa the First Provisional Battalion. Captain Long, com-
manding, will divide the ecommand into two detachments, the one to
consist of officers and men belonging to the Army of the Potomac, the
other to the Army of the Shenandoah. He will have prepared nominal
lists of each detachment. The general desires that the battalion
march to-night, if possible, to the Soldier’s Rest, near the Baltimore
and Ohio Lailroad depot. Upon the arrival of the detachments there,
the one going to the Shenandoah will be consolidated with the detach-
ment belonging to the Ninth New York Artillery. The senior officer
of the two detachments will take command of the consolidation, and
procure transportation to Harper’s Ferry from Colonel Elison, chief
quartermaster, Department of - Washington. The senior officer of
detachment for the Army of the Potomac will assume command and
8roctu'e transportation for his detachment through Colonel Elison.

aptain Long, having superintended the organizations of the detach-
ments a8 above indicated, will report to his own company. The gen-
eral commanding desires t.imt these orders be promptly executed.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, &c.,
H. T. LEE,
ILdeutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General,

HEADQUARTERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
September 13, 1864.
Brevet Major-General EMORY:

Wilson’s cavalry drove the enemy’s cavalry from the Berryville
crossing to the vicinity of Winchester, where he encountered Ker-
shaw’s division moving to Wright's front. He charged the infantry,
capturing the Eighth South Carolina, with all its officers. The charge
was made on & line of battle.

Respectfully,
poctiiy P. H. SHERIDAN,
Major-General.
General Wright has developed 4 heavy force. P. H 8

HpDQRS. CAVALRY CorPS, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,

September 13, 1864.
Brigadier-General WILSON,
Commanding Third Caralry Division :

GENERAL: In pursuance of instructions from headquarters Middle
Military Division, the chief of cavalry directs that you detail one regi-
ment from your command to escort prisoners and wounded to Harper’s
S:fry The same to report at army headquarters to-morrow a. m. at 6

ock.
Very respectfully, &c.
€Y rospeckinty, S0 WM. RUSSELL, J&.,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.
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HEADQUARTERS THIRD CAVALRY DIVISION,
September 13, 1864—3.45 p. m.
Brigadier-General MCINTOSH,
Commanding First Brigade :

General Sheridan wishes a strong }Picket force left to hold the cross-
ing of the Opequon. If the Spcond New York Cavalry has moved from
there, be good enough to send another regiment back. Let it be in-
structed to hold on as long as possible without jeopardizing its safety.

Very respectfully.
’ J. H. WILSON,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS SECOND CAVALRY DIVISION,
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA,
In the Field, September 13, 1864,
Lient. Col. C. B. COMSTOCK,
Cihiief Engincer with Lieutenant-General Grant:

My DEAR CoMSTOCK: Since I have been in this department I have
unfortunately incurred the displeasure of a few small politicians, and
they have left no stone unturned to injure me publicly and privately.
The most atrocious slanders have been circulated regarding my official
conduct and private character., I have endured the contumely that
these few active enemies have heaped upon me with indifference until
the present time, conscious of the rectitnde of my conduct and always
reliant upon the confidence of my superiors and the respect of my com-
rades. But recently I bave become aware that the mind of General
Grant has been poisoned by these slanderous reports and his judg-
ment prejudiced against me. I think it is my duty now to request an
investigation. Knowing that the regular correspondence of the gen-
eral must very much embarrass him, I inclose a letter* which I have
written to him, asking that you will be good enough to lay it before
him at some opportune moment when he can give it that attention
which I would like it to receive.

My dear Comstock, I rely upon your friendship and discretion in this
matter. Read the letter and endeavor to present it to the general
under favorable circumstances, 8o that he will be inclined to send some.
one to investigate this matter. It touches my honor very closely. To
tamely submit to the humiliation of having my character and competency
passed upon, with the evidence of such men to direct the judgment, is
unendurable——is impossible, -

If there is any one hope in my breast that is supreme over all others
it is that this rebellion may be put down by whipping the South hon-
estly and fairly by destroying their military force and power entirely;
it is the only proper way. It is this belief which has been always the
main-spring of my action. Is it not then dreadful that after all my
hardships and sufferings I should be believed everything that is bad
%g the general commanding our armies, without a chance for defense?

e shall see better times here before this reaches you. Please let me
hear from you soon.

Believe me sincerely your friend and classmate,
‘WM, W. AVERELL,
Brigadier-General,

* Not found.
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
September 13, 1864.
Brigadier-General AVERELL,
Commanding Second Division Cavalry, West Virginia :

GENERAL: Major-General Sheridan directs that you do not report
to headquarters of your department while he is commanding the troops
in person. All communications and reports relating to your command,
till farther orders, will be sent to and throngh these headquarters.

Yours, &ec.,
A. T. A, TORBERT,
Brevet Major-General of Volunteers, Chief of Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY, MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION,
September 13, 1864.
Brigadier-General AVERELL,
Commanding Second Division, West Virginia Cavalry :

GENERAL: I am directed to inform you there will be a reconnais-
sance by a division of infantry at Lewis’ Ford, on the Opequon, and
two brigades of cavalry at Locke’s Ford, opposite Brucetown; one
brigade cavalry at Smithfield, one brigade at Berryville and Win-
chester pike crossing Opequon. General Sheridan says he gave you
orders to move toward Bunker Hill with your whole division this
morning and demonstrate strongly on the right. The troops here will
be at the creek between 9 a. m. and 10 a. m. It is hoped your troops
will be on the move up the pike by that time.

Yours, &ec..
A. T. A. TORBERT,
Brevet Major-General of Volunteers, Chief of Cavalry.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DIVISION,
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGINIA,
Near Bunker Hill, September 13, 1864—1.30 p. m.
Major-General SBHERIDAN, or
Brigadier-General TORBERT:

The enemy had a picket at Bunker Hill last night of forty men, from
which four were captured, who stated that Imboden’s cavalry were half
a mile to one mile back; that the infantry were at or near Stephenson’s
Depot. A negro woman came in on the direct road from Winchester,
who lives near the Gerrardstown road, last evening with a pass signed by
command of Major-General Lomax, dated yesterday. She had been
arrested on Saturday, charged with giving information tous. She says
she left General Lomax’s headquarters yesterday; he was one mile
and a half north of Winchester on this pike. Early’s headquarters
were at Stephenson’s Depot; Breckinridge’s, six miles this side of Win-
chester, division encamped on both sides of the road in line, but with
1no breast-works; Wharton, half a mile north of Breckinridge, at
Reeder’s, encamped on both sides road; Rodes’ division three miles
south of Bunker Hill, i, e., nine miles from Winchester. Had a picket
at Bunker Hill, with reserve at Yellow House one mile and a half back.
The officer in charge of advance reports heavy picket force of the enemy
south side of Bunker Hill and firing heard on our left.

Respectfully
’ WM. W. AVERELL,
Brigudier-General.
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DIVISION,
DEPARTMENT OF WEST VIRGIN
Near Bunker Hill, September 13, 1864,

Brevet Major-General] T'ORBERT,
Chief of Cavalry, Middle Military Division :

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that my advance drove the
enemy from Bunker Hill one mile south upon his supports of infantry
or dismounted men. I have information, which I deem reliable, that
the enemy has sent Fitzhugh Lee’s cavalry up the Valley, and that his
pioneers from various brigades were sent up yesterday morning to
repair bridges, &c. My main body to-night will be near Darkesville
with pickets on the left to the wooden bridge, on the Opequon, on the
right to North Mountain.

Respectfully,
WM. W. AVERELL,
Brigadier-General.

HARPER’S FERRY, VA., September 13, 1864.
Hon. E. M. STANTON,
Secretary of War :

A recounaissance in front—cavalry, infantry, and artillery—was to
be made to-day across the Opequon. Considerable firing was heard
about the time fixed for the movement, but no particulars received.

JNO, D. STEVENSON,
Brigadier-General.

SPECIAL ORDERS, } HRADQUARTERS,
No. 36. Cumberland, Md., September 13, 1864.

I. Battery D, First West Virginia Li‘ght Artillery, Capt. John Car-
lin commanding, now at Wheeling, W. Va., will proceed via steam-boat
to Parkersburg, W. Va., and take charge of the fortifications at that
post, to there await the arrival of the guns and equipments of his bat-
tery. The commanding officer will report his arrival at Parkersburg
to Col. N, Wilkinson, commanding at Clarksburg, W, Va,.

II. By direction of the department commander, the detachment of
the Eleventh West Virginia Infantry, Maj. J. L. Simpson commanding,
will proceed via Harper’s Ferry to rejoin their regiment, now at Sum-
mit Point, Va. That portion of the regiment now at New Creek, W.
Va., will be held in readiness to move immediately upon the arrival of
the detachment at present on duty at Parkersburg. The quartermas-
ter’s degartment will furnish transportation.

III. Company G, Sixth West Virginia Infantry, now on duty at New
Creek, W. Va,, will proceed at once to Parkersburg, W.Va., and relieve
the detachment of the Eleventh West Virginia Infantry stationed at
that post. Upon being relieved by Company G, Sixth West Virginia
Infantry, the detachment of the Eleventh West Virginia Infantry
will move immediately to New Creek and report to Maj. J. L.. Simpson,
en route to join their regiment in the field. The quartermaster’s de-
partment will furnish the necessary transportation.

[ ] » * » *

By order of Brevet Major-General Kelley:

C. A. FREEMAN,
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General,

6 R BR—VOL XLIII, PT I
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SPECIAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS,
No. 317. } Cumberiand, Md., September 13, 1864.
1. Company G, Fifth West Virginia Cavalry, on duty at West Union,
'W. Va., will move without delay via railroad and report to the com-
manding officer at New Creek, W, Va. The quartermaster’s depart-
ment will farnish transportation.
L ] » * L ] L} » »
By order of Brevet Major-General Kelley:
C. A. FREEMAN,
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General,

SPECIAL ORDERS, } HpQrs. MIDDLE DEPT., 8STH ARMY CORPS,
No. 229. Baltimore, September 13, 1864.
L] L] L] » » * L
8. Two companies of the One hundred and nine%tlnrd’ Regiment
Pennsylvania Volunteer Militia, now stationed at Wilmington, Del.,
will be put en route at once to report o Major-General Cadwalader,
at Philadelphia, Pa., in obedience to orders from the honorable Secre-
tary of War. e quartermaster’s department will furnish the neces-
mr%tmnsportation. Col. 8. M. Bowman, commanding officer District
of Delaware, is charged with the execution of this order.
By command of Major-General Wallace:
SAML. B. LAWRENCE,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

GENERAL ORDERS, | HDQRS. DEPT. OF THE SUSQUEHANNA,
No. 51. } Ohkambersburg, Pa., September 13, 1864,

Capt. L. B, Norton, SBignal Corps, U. 8. Army, having reported to the
commandin meral, iy obedience to pamgrapil 4, Special Orders, No.
288, dated War Department, Adjutant-General’s Office, Washington,
September 1, 1864, is hereby announced as chief ug::{ officer of the
Department of the Susquehanna.

y command of Major-General Couch:
JNO. 8. SCHULIZE,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

SPECIAL ORDERS, HpQrs, DEPT. OF THE SUSQUEHANNA,
No. 214. } Chambersburg, Pa., September 13, 1864.
* L} » » » L} »

2. Oapt. M. Hastings, Keystone Ba , 100-days’ Pennsylvania
Volunteers, commanding am.ﬁ ery at Chambersburg, Pa., will report
with his command to Col. F. Asbury Awl, commanding Two hun
and first Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers, near Back Creek, at 9
a. m. 14th instant. The command will be supplied with three days’
rations, subsistence, and forage.

L} [ » L] » » *

By command of Major-General Couch:
JNO. 8. SCHULTZE,
Major and Assistant Adjutant-General.
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HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE SUSQUEHANNA,
Chambersburg, Pa., September 13, 1864.
Col. F, ASBURY AWL,
Commanding 2018t Regiment Pennsylvania Volunteers:

CoLoNEL: The commanding general directs that yon march your regi-
ment as follows: On the 14th instant march from your present camrF via
Saint Thomas to Bridgeport; on the 15th instant march from Bridge-
port to Cashtown; on the lﬁtix instant march from Cashtown via Rutt’s
Corner (which is three miles from Cashtown on the road to Chambers-
barg), where you will turn to the left and march by shortest line back
to your present camp. The sick will be left in camp in charge of a
medical officer. An officer with a small squad of men will be left to
goard the stores, camp, &c. You can make arrangements to have
rations meet you at Cashtown. The march will be an easy one, with
frequent halts. No straggling, pilfering, or interfering with private

perty in any way will be allowed. The Keystone Battery, Capt.

. Hastings commanding, will be ordered to report to you on the morn-
ing of the 14th. You will direct it to proceed with you, and will be
under your orders.

am, 8ir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. 8. BSCHULTZE,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

ELMIRA, September 13, 1864.
{Received 6 p. m.)
General L. THOMAS:

I am in receipt of telegram of yesterday, informing me that I am
assigned to command of Military District of Western New York. I
have reported to General Dix as directed.

A, 8. DIVEN.

CiTy POINT, VA., September 14, 1864,
Maj. Gen. H. W, HALLECK, Washington :

I will leave here to-morrow moruing for the Shenandoah Valley to see
8heridan. Will not pass through Washington either going or coming
unless it is the wish of the President or Secretary of War I should do
w. Everything is very quiet here, and all indications are that it will
remain so nnt