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At the time of penning Qm article whlch ap

peared In yestorday's fssus, we understood thet
the negroes who were reckntly captured on James
and Morris Islands {n armd were still in the cue-
tody of the military authoritles hers. They wero
caplured on the 18th snl 18th of July, and
twenty-four days had clapsed,« Not having becn
yeot turned over luto the poeseasion of the eivll
suthorlties, we concinded that ft Lsd not boen
decided what to do with thoso prizonors, snd that
this alone could scconut for the delay in dealing
with them accordiny to thelaws of Bouth Caro-
fins. It seems we were fn error, I'rocrastination
was not practiced by the Presldent. The Becre-
tary of War, s soon ns applied to, ordered them,
on the 221 ult., to bo turned over prouptly. Two
weeks have elapsed eince theso prisoncra have
been put at Fae disposition of the State authorie
tles, The canse of delay sssigned, I3 the want of
a Moagjstrate in St Andrew’s’Parish to foruf s
Court of Frecholders (or the trial, and » vaceycy
in the Provost Marshal’s Court.

The staius of the ncgro and of the white sol-
dier—of the institntions of theSouth and tho con-
dnct of this war—ars all fuvolved iu this bust-
ness. We cannot, of course, pit ourselves agoinst
fdegroes; we connot ignore and bells onr own so~
clal organization; we vannot couutenavce or
tamely permait this opecles of warfare, "Thercfore
the sooner this matter Is setticd the betier.

We regret that.we should havoe been 1o erroras
to the coures of the Admiulstration, and hasten
to correct an Injustlce. ‘I'he facts aro sinted io
the followlug commuuslestion:

HEBADQUARTERSY, .
DePARTMENT OF 8o. CA., Gh. AND Pra., fr
Charleston. 8. C., Augusc 13, 1803,
Col. It. B. Rhett, Jr., Rditor of Mcycury :

In Tux MERCURY of this date you sppear to
have written under a misapprehension of the
facts connected with the present siatus of the
negroes capiured in arms on Morrls ‘aed James
Islands, which permit e to stato as follows:

*The Proclamatlon of the I'resident, dated
% December 24th, 1862, directod that ali negro
“*slaves captured in nrms, shouid be at once deli~
“ yared over to the Excentive snthorities of the
“ regpective Staies 1o which they belong, to bo
« denlt with according to the laws of ssid States,”

Au Informal application was made by the State
suthorities for the negroes captured In thls vicin.
ity: but ns none of them, it appesred, bad beeu
siaves of citizens of South Cosrolina, they were
not tnrncd over to the civii aathority, for at the
moment there wos no official information at these
Headqusarters of the Act of Congress by which
“*all negroes and mulstioon, who shail be engaged
*1n war, or be taken In nrms sgalust the Confe-
“derato Biates, or shalf glve sid or comfort to the
“ enemles of the Confedarate States,” were direct
ed to be toroed over “to the suthorities of the
“B8inte or States In which they shall be captured,
“to be deslt with according to the present or
*futore laws of anch State or States.”™ |

On the 218t of Jaly, however, the Commanding
General telegraphed to the Secretary of War for
tnstructions as to the disposition 1o be made of
the negroes captured on Morris and Jumes [slands,
and on the 224 received a reply that they must he
turned over to the Hiato anthorities, by virtoe of
the joint resclution of Congress In guestion.

Accordingly, on the 28.h July, ns soon a8 a copy
of ihe resolotion or Aét was received, his Excel-
iency, Governor BoNmax, wos informed thst the’
negroes capiursd were held pubjuct to hin orders,
to be deali with according to the lawa of South
Carollus.

-Oun the same day {29k July) Governor Bonmam
requested that they should be retained to mititary
custody until he conld mako srrangements to
Jisposo of thom; nnd In that custody they still
remain, awaitlag the orders of the 8tate anthorl~
t.lea. Renpeclmny, )

Yout ohedlent aervant,
v Trovas JOUDAN,

m l Chlcr of Stofl,



