T HE  LIBERATOR;

MEETING 'TO SYMPATIIZR WITH JOEN
b ‘BROWN.
. Un Triday, Dec. 24, the day of the wartyrdorm of |
John Brown In Virginla, a largs meeting smsembled
tu the Town Hall, at Northampten, to give expressicn
to such sentiments ws the occasion’ deraanded, and 0
make conteibutlons in sid of the familiee of the mar:
57 and his companicns. The moeting was called to
order by Hon, Chaunoey Clark, and, on motion of|
H. K. Starkweather, Jr., Wilkism H. Stodderd, Roqa|
was chosen President,  Seth Hunt and D, W, Bond
were appointed Secretaries. The Presideat, on taking,
tho chalr, said that as he heard tha bell toll to-day,
he felsa thrill of sympathy for the mastyr, and s
thrill of hatred sgainst u system which was the means
of sscrificing one of the noblest men that this coun-
try bad ever produced. (Appfause,)

Rev, I, P, Morse, of the Methodist church, eame
forward on invitation of the Presfdent, and offered a
fetvent prayer.

C. C, Burleigh then presented and rezd the follow-
ing vesolutions ;e

1. Resolved, That the event cn aocount of whick
we have come together, is onein which wefeel s deep
and painful interest; one which ought to arrest the
attention of all who revere light, and love freedom,
end cherish sentiments of humsnity; and on which
it behoves all such to speak calmly, earnestly and
plainly the thonghts and feelings which it awakers.

2. Resolved, That the putting to desth of John
Brown for the deeds done in his late expedition to
Harper's Perry, is no common execution of a com-
mon eriminal; is no needful vindieation of & righteous

law azeinet a bloody-minded transgressor, an cnemy
wan; no solemn ion of |

are.ull thinking to-day; 8¢ to be expraeed In
14 the iuititution which Is Joetly chargeable'whl the
eventa we ngw Jeplore,-and maukitudesof evils yet
gteater than thess:

Thete fa o difference’ of oplnion in regard fo fhe
metspres which these men took, I am pot & believer
In the use of forcs to overthrow evil, but Lem speek-
ig to thoss wha do believe in nsing the swords"end
to.themT.can aay with contidence, that if the heroes
of the Revolutlon and their foreign kelpers dagerve
the praise which they receive, then the men wha per»
itled their Xives i behalf of the cacss-of thy downe
tredden bondmen of Visginls are worthy of applazse
nd not of punishment. They sre not to be'regurded
8t tmaltors and murderers. 1 sy thattbe 'pwﬂaho!
Virginia are really the wrong-doers in this case.
They are wagicg an eggresmive war sguinat thy rights
of human naturs. Jtis & war not merely against &
few biack men in Virglale, but against you aad me,
82d a2ainst all humaclty; and John Brown has but
come 10 the help of the auailed party, As Emerson
said the other day in Boston, Jobn-Browa beliered
in two thingw, the Declaration of Tndependents and
the Golden Rule. He believed that 2l men have
rights, inalienable, God-given,~and that it s the
duty of Government to protect those rights, Ha be-
Lieved that every man should do to others as he
would that they should do unto him. This belief he
wrots out at Harper's Perry;—ln blood, it s tree,
but so plainly that Virgiuis eannot successtully per-
sert his meaning, Yo the method he employed, he
acted ont Ais falth, not yours por mice. .He wased-
veated in the faith of the old Puritans, in tha faith of

| Dliver Cromwall, whose motto wes to ¢ trmat in God,

and keep your powder dry,’ Shall thii men be do«

of m{.elsy and of

tbe fundamental principles of just government and’
ight social relations; but [s rather a practical asser.
tion of the temporary escendancy of brute forcs al-
lied with iniquity and opptession, and a cowardly
confoesion of fear that this ascendsncy is to be of|
short duration, and that & day of retribution to the
oppressor is at hand,

3. Resolved, That we belicvs John Brown when he
declares that the purpose of his expedition was sim-
Ply to liberate slaves, and was not to disturb the
public peace, or subvert government or social order in
Virginia or elsewhere, or stir up setvile insurrection,
or destroy human life, except in neccosary sell-de-
fence, while doing what he regarded as his divinely
required duty,

4. Rerolved, That whatever charge may be sus.
tained against him and his ssanciates by the techni-
calities and rules of construction of Virginia law, we
believe that, in the eye of God and the judgment of
an enlightened conecience, they are not guilty of the
crimes alleged against them? and that, in the deeds
for which they are doomed to die, however much
they erred s to means and method, they were acto-
sied by noble and generous motives, and aimed at an
enminently landahle end.

5. Resolred, Tht they were not gullty of treason
against. Virginis, for they owed her no allegiance,
and, moreover, did no act necessarily involving hose
tility to her government or to hersell 2s a State:

That they were not guilty of murder, for they did
not aet from m: i
but rather from atil
high sense of duty, a strong love of right,  sincere,
howerer misdirected philanthropy, a profound rever-
ence for God and his law:

‘That they wers not guilty of exciting slaves to in-
surrection, for the express denial of any such intent
by Brown, whose truthfulness ia genenlly cone
| reded and we have no reason to doubt, is in no man-
ner or degree discredited by any proof which hasyet

ppeared. .

6. Resolved, That as between John Brown and his
compnions on the one side, and the people and au-
thonties of Virginia on the other, we regard the lat.
ter 88 the real criminals, and the former, in spite of
their grave and lamentable error, s the noble and
devoted martyrs of a grand idea, whose mistakes will
hereafier be leniently judged, while their heroism,
their disinterested ulf»gmuon at the call of duty,
or what they deemed such, their courage in danger,
their quiet dignity and manly bearing in disacter,
«captivity, and the near prospect of death, will be
honored with warm admiratisn and hearty applause,
wherever men can appreciate the qualities which e
noble manbood.

7. Resolved, That if the Harper's Perry inroad hsd
been a8 insurrectionary and bloody fn purpose as

anic-stricken Virginia in her fright imagines it, she!
would herself be justly held responsible for it; first,
as having provoked it by whging waron the rights
of human nature in the ne of her slaves; sec-
ond, s virtuslly instigating,and justifying it every
time she ures her official seal, with its emblematic
figure of Liberty, completely armed, trampling upon
& prostrate oppressor, and with its motto, ¢ Sie semper
fyrannis’—110 be it slways To tyrante.!

8. Resolved, That elavery, throughout its whole
existence In these United States, is none other than
the most barb: and w

d a traitor and & ¥ What doos the
Govermor of Virginls tostify of his character? He
has pronounced him one of the bravest'men he ever
knew; one of the most truthful, frank and sincere,
I givgahe substance, not the exact wordy of his tes-
timony. And no man here doubts that John Browm
is at Jeost as good a an ws eny men within the bore
ders of Virginia to-day. Now, what mast you think
of this Govornar, 2s you see him twisting the rops
around John Brown's neck, and strangling the life
oat of one who Is at least equal in integrity and
moral worth to any other man in. the State? How
will that read in history? The time is coming when
Virginia will be glad to tear out, if possible, that psge
of her history.  Youmay say that Drown is & fanatic,
Doubtless Virginia will say 80 to-day; but will she
82y 0 hereafter, when alavery no longer pérverts her
jadgment? What bas he done but put icto act the
doctrines 2ad sentiments which she avows? The!
Constitution of Virginia affirms the equal and ine
alienable rights of all men; and her official seal ex-
presses the sentiment that it Is right to pat down op-
pression by force, if need be. That sentiment Henry
A. Wise has expressed in setting that seal of Virginia
to tho very document which puts the railroads of the
State under the control cf bis subordinates, to be
wsed in collecting tke host of Vuginia militis, with
its multitudes of captains and colonels, to aid in put-
ting that man to death. Bat it he was a fanatic, is
it proper ta put s men to death for fanaticiam? John
Brown wes sincere, it is admitted, In the belief that
he ought to do what he did; and he was, mozeover,
aman of clear, strong intellect,—coropetent, if free
from mental aberration, to reason juitly and judge
correctly. If alf this can bo said of him, we are
driven to the conclusion that if he felt that he was
doing his duty to the slave and the slaveholder, in
scts really 8o strocious a1 to be worthy of death,
then be was so warped in his intellect as to ba no
subject of penal visitation. I think we esnnot get
away from this conclusion, if we concede the prem:
ses. At all events, it will not read well for the credit
of Virginia that she put such a man to death as her
Governor has represented Brown 1o bs. Grant if
you will thatit was for her own safety. But hers
comes Tn another question: how happens i¢ that in
order to be safe, she must put such a man to death?
If & man should come among us, snd uiter and act
upon such eertiments, we should not think it neces-
sary to bang bim. Noj it ia her own violaticn of
the Iaws of God and the rights of bumanity; it is
slavery which makes the life of such 8 man danger-
ous to her; which causes the panic spreading from
tke Potomao $o the Mexican Gulf; which brings out
the sailitary flocking aruund Charlestown to guard

o

~of one fwr(ion of the citizens 1gainst another portion,
the only conditions of which are %e.:?elnll imprison-
ment and hopeless servitude or sbeolute extermins-
tion, in utter disregard and violation of those eternal
and self-evident truths set forth in our Declaration
of Independence,

9. Resolved, That if our Revolutionary fathers
deservo the praises they receive, and if Lafayette and
Puineki, De Kalb and Stt:ben. are worthy o be

erent admirati

re-
with grateful then

4 jon of one nobleold man. Thisis the csuse
of all this mischief, We charge it, then, back where
it belongs. We charge it back upon Virginis and
her sister slaveholding States. This event goes to
thow the charscter of slavery, Tt shows fts disre-
gard of all the Jaws of humanity, end all principles
of jusico and sound policy, by which all cipilized
and Christian States claim to be governed. Let the

John Brown and his associates cught not to die the
death, and leave behind them the memory, of murder-
ers and traitors.

10. Resolved, That the Virginians, in the wanton
sourder of one prisoner, unarmed and bound, and In
the indecent and cruel hoste with which they urged
on the trial of others while they were suffering from
severs wounds, and unable even to sit up io court,
giving them no time to prepare for theiz defence or
obtain counsel of their own chaice, and in whom they
hed confidence, have added nnother to the many il
Tustrations already witnessed of the barbarizing in-
fuence of slavery on a people's character.

11, Resolved, Thatonly in a tlaveholding region
could an invasion by & scare of men create such ine
tenso and wide-spread alerm as the South now be-
trays; and its bility there is a striking proof|
that slavery is & source of weakneas and danger;
that it places the social fabric on a false foundation,
«nd places under it & mine of perilously explosive el.
ementa,

12. Retolved, That we commend the lesson of
Harper's Ferzy to the serious consideration of the
next Convention of Bouthern fire-caters, ot the nest
stump orator boiling over with zeal for Southern
rights to do wrong, who shall threaten to dissolve
the Union, snd set up a slaveholding confedcracy at

 the, South, if the North refuses to obey to the lact
Jetter and the amallest dot the arrogant behests of the

- Slave Power.
13, Resolved, That in view of the noble qualities
- which Brown haa displayed in his caplivity, the evi-
dent sincerity and earnestness of his conviction that
“he has but done an imperative seliglous duty, and
the calm comporure and firm trost in God with which
he bides its consequences, all thoughtfal men ,will

p ity be placed where it belongs. It is not
anti-slavery agitation at the North; it is not s dec-
laration of a distinguished Northern citizen that
there s an *irrepressible conflict’ botween slavery
and freedom, but it is the fact which be afirmed;
the fact that where slavery comes in conflict with
freedom, there s an *irrepreasible condict;” this it
is which makes the danger of the Sonth, Slaveryis
itself & state of war—war upon the slave and his
rights.  You know that the only reason why bs lsnot
in arms asserting bis rights, is because he dare not
doit. Heisknown and felt to be an enemy, waiting
but the power and means of active hostilities. It is
the slave system, then, which eadies Virgicla to
tremele fn all her borders at the blow which has been
struck, and to feel herself in peril as long as Brown
lives; and which i for the event

angard | awaltshim and kit evl fustitation, Mozt hasrty do

T deprecate the. sibmdslon of/this great qussiton to

be expected nothing better than he recelved. TWiat
dreamstancss?  The enemy of oppression was fn the

the sword. Mot earnently do X deslre'that the daves
Bolder may profit in time by the warnings’be ro--
geives, snd that the victary of the right maybe a
yictary of monl power,—a victory which shall bless
the yanquished champions of despotism, o Jems than
ibe victorious legions of Preedom'shost. (Applanse.)

Ceavxeny Crizx then addremed t¥o meeting in
an esznest and effectirs manger,

Craxtes Bavnax, of Ssuth Hadley, offered the
fallowing rerolutions, which wers sdopted s

Resclved, That Cept. John Broy his harole
derotlon to, and serrifiess in, r.h::'n?-’o{ Liberty,
xm:;lémn:d xnd deserves the appellstion of the

*Reasived, That s ‘

Resolve t bis dariog snd succemsful adyen-
ture from Kansas: 15 the land of practiesl freedom,
with a small band of human chattels, ro called, wilk,
the enemy befora, behind, end on every tide, was a0
act of keroism entitling him to the honoreble distine.
tion of the American N

Resolved, That his .manly bearing and noble;
,m.d: in th.ugmmu of that organjzation which
claimod the right to decroe his death—his Christian
character dovel by kis whole life of escrifices and
benevolence, and the ical, application of that

frusp of the tyravt fufuristed by an ssszult upon bis
powsr, ‘and alarmed for his safety-and that of his
trrnny, In sich cirenmstances, who that knows
the character of tyranny would expect decent trest-
raeat to it victim} Bot therd stand the fasts, sod
we cex judge of them for punselves. A man-wounds
ed unto death for augbt they know. unable ta sit up,
trought jato cours and swretchied upon hix cot, denied
the delay he necded to yrepareor a legal defence, o
obtaln counsel whom he conld trust j—and when im.
pustial men it §n judgment upon this proceeding,
with Impaztial foelings, with some regard for the
|xights of prisomers and the propeisties of judicial
jproceedings, they will azy that it was nt sad
eruel, 3

most perfect rule, Do unto others ss ye would that
they should even do unto you, having been'the panso’
of his condemnation ; therefore, by thet act of crelty '
and tyracny the government of Virginia, by sentence
fng him to death, has entitled his memory to be asso-
cirted with that of the martyr John Rogers.

B, Gratresd an original antograph letter from
John Drown.written whilein prison, to ason of Thom-
23 Musgrave, of this town. The letter was preserved
In & frame, and laft for the inspection of the people.
The fcllowleg is 2 copy of this letter:—

CrarLzsrows, Jeferson Co., V.,

Nov. 17, 1859, >
. My Dux Youno Fammsp: I have just received
ur most kind and welcoma letter of the 15th inst.,
Tat a2 not get any other from you. 1sm under
many obligations to you, and to your father, for all
the kindncss you have shown me, enpecially since my

dlastér. May God and your own conaciences
your rewardes ! Tell your father thet Xam quite
cheerfal—that I donot feel myself in the leest do-
greded by my mprisonment, my chain, oy the nrir
prospect of the gallows. Afen canpot imprisom, or
chain, or hang the soul. I g6 joyfully in behalf of
milliona that +have po rights® that this * great and
glorious,’ ¢this Christian Republic® i
Tespect.’ Strange change in morals, poli as well
nghrinim, since 17761 I look forward to other
changes ta take place in God's good time, fully be.
Yieving that the fashion of this world passeth away.

Tarowell! May God abundantly bless you alll

Your friend, JOHN BROWN,

‘This Jetter was received by the audience with mach
applause. )

Mr, Musgrave, senior, was called up, and address-
ed the mkting, giving his testimony to the slrict in-
tegrity and humane character of John Brown, he
having had intimate bosincss yelations with him for
many years. He said he was well acquainted with
Mr. Brown--he had been at his housa fifteen or
twenty times since he had lived in this town; he
was also well acqueinted with his family, and he
would say thet he was a perfectly honest man, and s
man of the most feeling that he ever met with. I
do not believe—sald Mr. Musgrave—that ke woold
teke thelife of anything without a justcause. I
bave often ssen him reprove Kis children for kil
ling Ries, when I have been at hix house. I
do not believe that he would commit a wrong sct,
knowing it to be such, any more than I belicve that
¥ ahall die instantly, I never saw a man mare up-
right in all his dealings than he was. I saw him after
he had loat every dollar, and he remarked to me that
he was thankfol to God that he was yet alive. Men
were willing to trust every thing in his hands, There
is not & man that he ever dealt with that could say
that he hud ever wronged him out of s single penny.
1 will say 10 you, Jadies and gentlemen, that what-
ever ho said, could be depended upon, (Applanse.)

The. meeting was further addressed by Chauncey
Clark, C. C. Burleigh, and G, M. Smith of South
Hadley. Mr. Smith eaid he did not rise tomakea
epeech, it wasnot ys trade. He said hebad come
aver on the invitation given out, that all who loved
frecdom should meet hero to-day to manifest their sym-
pathy for Jghn Brown, and particulasly with bis fame
ily, snd the lies of those connected with bim. 1
leave the principles, I Jeave the man who has died to-
day, in the hands of God [snd at his grave. I will
not follow him tlirough all the extent of hislife. I
knew him in life, somewhat, and his life was lovely,
and I feel for him in death, but more do X foel for
those who without him sre in widowhood and are
fatherless. If we have sympathy for him, let us
manifest i¢ fn zets for those who wers near to him,
and who were to suffer from his acts, It is one of
the evils of this life, that great crimes bring the
greatest calamitiea upon the heads of innocent pez«
sons, Is amana drankard? Xt is his wife sod chil-
dren who suffer. Does slavery chain down men?
Docs slavery tramplo upon the sights of men? Does
slavery send human beings into swamps to toil with.
outreward? Itis the mother who has had her child
wrn from her, who feels it most keenly. Does sla-
vezy take John Brown snd his associates, and con-
demn them to death? It is they who are hereto
weep in bitter memory, and with sorrowful heatts,
who feel {t most, I donot ask that the name of John
Brown may be made the rallying ery when armies of
mex march to meet this evil and to gain the mastery.
God will take cars of that. (Applanee.) But tous
thers is a preseing want, 8 pressing demand ; there is
the mother to live, children to be educated, and thoy
must be clothed. Let us to our work; let us raise

we deplore, a3 well as for that which has been de-
plored since the Igth of October. We thisk that the
deed of to-dey is not done for nought, and that its
results will be for different from what its authors ane
ticipate, We have not yet loat our faith in God or
our faith {n man, The exampls of one who has
shown such & caurage and fidelity to principle s to
claim the respect of all, even his enemies wiil not be
lost. And X trust ss the story of his deom has gone
through the land, it has every whers exited, not sd-
miration only. but emulation of bis noble xpirit, and
deeper abhorrence for the strocious syatem which s

naturally ssk——and the best men the most urgently
‘what mast be that stats of society which requires, &
the condition of ita safety, that such a man shall die
felon's death ? what must be the natare of that in-
stitution to which bis continuance Ja life is deemed &
dendly peril? K

14, Nesolved, That, sad as are many aspects of this
whale affair, we have yet reason ta rejoice with grate
ftude to Him who overrules all events to the ‘promo-
tion of the highest good at last, that, by the symps-
thy it awakens for the martyr spirits it bas rendered
so brightly con:g)lmnu; by the fresh revelation it
makes of the barbarity, weakness and wickedness of|
nhnq; by the incroesed sense of insecurity it pro-
dutes in the minda of slaveholders; and by the gen.
eral agitation of the sixve question it arouses all over
Lhe country, it cannot fail 10 help on the canse of right!
and freedom to ita final and ineritable triumph.

15. Resolred, That whatever may be thnusiht of
Brown and the companions of his enterprise, all must!
agree that their bereaved families, left in poverty and
deep sfitiction, are entitled to our cordial aympathy
and humane assistance in theiz distress, and that we
proceed at once to give sabstantial expresalon to the
onmpastion we feel for them, by, a contribation in

fthoir bebalf, . .
16. Resolved, That the chair now sppoint a com-

mittee of Sve to take up & collection immediately, end |

to receive hereafter such coptributions as any not
present to-day may wish to make; and that they be

Tnstructed to seport through the Jazetle and Courier,

the amount received, end the channel of transmiseion
10 its destination,

C, C. Bzvriax, alter some delay, sxid that howas
hoping to hess somebing from persons residing tn
thaz placebat aa nons bad steppad forwardsho would
occupy a lintle timo fn making & few remarks upm
‘the event which has callod us togethes,

I have endeavored to set forth in the resolntions
Jhéoyinlm whlch to me sese £t to be exprosesd
fit to be expressed In ogard to thi men of w_}m{n we

for his death, Mr. President, you spoke
but the feelings of multitades when you said that st
the tolling of the bell to-dsy, yon felt your heart
glow with  feeling of sympathy for the sufferer; an
alio & deeper hatred against that institution on sc-
count of which this wrong is to-day perpetrated. It
will zot be in vain.

Let not Virginis Imsgine that in tha blood of John
Brown she esn drown the spirit of freedomy for the
time fs coming when she will acknowlodge its Inde-
structible vitality and fte seslatless powes, Virginia—
the South—is not slways to be cnmed with alayery;
and the event of to-day will hasten the removal of|
that curse, Freedom will gaia strength from the at-
tempt to stifle her with tood. As ever Neretofore,
sa now, *the dlood of the martyr is the_seed of the
church? Ever has it been that death endared for 2
noble cause has drawn new yotarles ta its standard,
and frspired the old with new zeal and deeper ear-
nestness. Wa shall not see ere an exception tothe
universal rule. God has msde man o3 hexsd con-
atitated the buman soul, that nathing maore, power-
fully fmpresses It in fevor of & great prineigle of
right, then the faithfulzecs, unto death, of its up-
holders. IXknow not what form the spirit of libersy
will take In coming years for'iis extension, but1
em sare that if slavery doos not consent, tq,dio &
‘pesceful death, under the influcace of lanl'zgitl-

"

this Tet ua sppeal to our fellow-men, and
let us attend to that in which we can directly have
& part ; hoping always, working always, praying ol-
ways, that In God's time these people In sll theso
States shall be fres. (Applause.)

The Resolations were then adopted without dissent,
and H. & Gere, Joseph Manh, G, M. Smith of South
Hadley, Samuel L. Hill end IL Starkwesther, Jr.,
‘were appeinted & committee to receive contributions,
snd thesum of $43 84 was immediately collected.
A of two dollars b ade.

‘While the Committee were taking up tha eollec.
tlon, Mr, Clerk yead some stimming lines, eatitled,
+The Virginia Scaffold.*

1 have brought here to-duy the words which John

& Brown spoke, when asked, acording to the sccustom..

d form, whether he- had any thing to say why sen.
gence of ‘death should" not be pronounced tpon him.
Douttlesa you bave all read it, and are familiar with
t, but it will bear reading again.
{Having read the speech, the speaker went cn to
ny i) ’
Here ix & speech which will in coming sges be
 printedin glowing efiatacters for the use of the coun-
try's youth§ & speech which will bo admired for the
grandear of its sentiments, the terse cloquence, the
clearness, the vigorous simplicity sad touching pathos
of its expression. We may safely challenge all the
recorded utterances of such occsslons, for any thing
which equals this speeeh of John Brown, ¢If {t be!
necessary,’ be raya, *that Tshould forfeis my lifo Tor!
the furtherance of the ende of justice, and mingle my
Llood further with the blood of my ehildren snd with
the blood of milliana in this slave country whose righté
are disregarded by wicked, eruel, and unjust ensct-
ments, 1 say let it be done’ Now this was the renti-
ment which has evidently sctusted bim ali through
this whols efaiz; thia the spirt which Ras bresthed
through all Bis words and all: his acts .through
 hia eativity. Tt me say & word hers'in regard ‘to
thq treatment he hea receiyed Jucourt, Oho of these
o toms eharceg i o

pon the

thon, end #n 2 snd Jost morsd deceat and eruel b

¢ . 0 ome Bentme 3 :

ftmoet g0 d:wnmbl:od: ur{ﬁy;ﬁﬁ‘gﬁ, Hmel e, fn the pressing-of the trialsy Bat he sagr,
the day o tothy CTaided alt tho e bid ‘has béen

every sacrificp whishhe has mads of zvight snd hu-
méalty upon the altar of OSRAR %

o1y generous then he expested.” We onor the
e

s-eigry drop
martyrblood which e hsa shedto npheld bl hidai-

17, Wil bk, make more. Seale. fba dos; FEDS

which dictates this scknowiedgmase,

Doubilontt s tros; that vmder o3l he Bresaiiaaces!



