& - -l 3 (2] AMS
Gearf-ﬁli‘rfoéu *GrgaBiziagiNesro
ts down tlie DNiississipplies
B e il wall Presidens

i
o 1
tinl Poyverl

potices flying about in regard to Adjutant
General THoxA8 having beep sentout West
and doin {he Miasfasippl, with fall ‘Presi-
dential poyers to raise negro yégiments, ap-
polat tho oficers, white; men, if they conld
be got, which, of course, they can, must;
end to dismiss o punish, of both, any whité
officer or soldier, who expressed any opinion
against the government for arming the ne-

groes and fnaking soldiers of ‘them to o in-

to the field and camp.

‘The ¢ pondent of ‘the Cipci
Commércial givesa very foll report of tha
General's speech, and the speech a full jdea
of bis powers and’purposes, on arrjving in
General ‘GrANT'S Department near Vicks
burgh. As there will be much more of this,
and- o koep ‘our readers posted on *the
progress of events,” we copy the report in
foll; ss's matter of interest, and surely of
no small magnitude, as it is the inangaration
of the negro -element into the army on a
very magnificent scale, aod in the end will
test & good many things, now mized with
soié doub}, and much difference of opinion;
bit as' 15 the fuct'snd inlention. of govern
ment, thers is no longer any place left to
bang a quibble:

: THE MEETING.

Tte troops ware formed s0 a3 to reremble a
large mass meeting ratber than a military assem.
bly. A, large, vpen field was selected for the
gatbering, sud into it the euldiers were marched
and crowded, 80 as to bring them sll within vocal
range of the speaker. General McPhersna was
the first to epesk. The object of the gathering,
be aid, was to bear the ennncistion 6f thé pulicy
of the Adwinistrativa with refercoce to the freed
men withio our Jioes, and those who should cvme
within~ them, ip foture—black wmen, anco lap-,|
guishing in servitude; now, through the opera-
tions of the Président's proclamativo, aud the eoe-
dition of war, wade freeforever. Ho concurred,
fully and heartily, ia the puliey of forming, afficer-
ipg avd erming these pegro regiments, aud e
doabled sio} itshould receivo the hearty co-vperc-.
tion of the oflicers and svldivrs of thud Division.
Already two rrglmentk had been fermed at Lake
Prosidence, and bs boped to bave du equal nuni-
ber here.” Ha called especial attention to the fact
that General Thomas had received fuil and awplo
autbority from the President to grant comtnuis
sions; Ho koew there were hundreds of pri-
vate_ soldiers. betere him. who were .capabls of
having commands, and he would use his iufluence
to secure them the positivns. The Adjutaut Gen-
eral wae, aldp, yrdered to disgrace aud diamiss
trom the.eorvice any man or officer guilty of bru-
tally treatiog the black ‘man, and he hoped he
would exerciss that authority. In conclusion,
General McPberson introdiced to the eoldiers

GENERAL LORENZO TIIOMAS,

Adjatant General Thomas ia a tall, thin man,
epward of fifty, years of sge. He cargies about
six feet of buman nature sa erect as ‘the duties of
an office, very apt to give a rovad w}'n o the
shoulders, will permit. His hair is quits gray,
his face small and deeply wiiukled, aud 8 pair of
thinly-caltivated whiskels only partially relieve
the uppearancs of deeply sucken cheeks, His
nota isultogether tov prominent for his other fa-
cial fonturea. As a apeaker, Geoeral Thomas is
not very bighly gifted. He s not eloguent i word
or waaner, 8od ‘wust bave a very interesting
topio for discuseivn to hold the attention of hie
hearers. Ho spuke as follows, yesterday s

GENERAL TIIOMAS' SPEECH.

Fellow-Soldiers:  Your cowmandiog General
bas so fully stated the ofject of my mission, that
it is almost udnecessary fur aib fo eny anythiog to
you iu referencetoit. Still, as I cswe beir with
full aathority from the President uf the United
Btates to announes the pulicy which, after mature
deliberation, has been deterwised upun by the
wisdomof the nation, itis iny d ity to wnke known
fo you, clearly and fully, the features vl this puli-
oy. It a3y sourca of extzems geatificativg 1o we
tu eoms before you this day, kuowing, 28 1 dos full
well, how klorioushave been yuur schiesements
in the field of battle. Nusuldier can come be.
fore .soldiers of tiind valor without haviog the
deepest emotions of his roul etirred within bim.
These. emotions I feel on the present veeasmou,
and Ibeg you will listen to what ] bave 10 say
81 soldiera, ‘receiving from o soldier the cow-
1andq of the Prerident of the United Stavie,

Oa the Brat day of January last, the President
issued bis proclamation declatiog that, trum that
day forward, all the slaves in the States then iu
rebellion, should be free. You kouw that vast
npumbers uf ‘thesa slaves are witbin your burder—
ineido the lines of this anny. Taey cvme inte
your cawps, aud you can nul but receive them—

on must receive them, The authorities'a$ Wark-

ogtua arevery much pained to bear, aud [ fear
with téuth in]maoy eases, that dowae of this nu-
forianate race base, on different vccations, been
turoed away froim e, and their appication for-
adwission within oar lines beeu retused by vur
officers and soldiers. T'nia iv oot the way to use
freed men. . .. . -

The question come up in Washington: What
is best to bé dose with tbis unfortunate race?
They are crowding upon us in such numbers that
sowu provision wust bs made fur thews.  You can
Dot send themn North.  Yuu all koow the prejudi-
ces of the Northern Statesagaiost receiviog large
numbers ot the colored race. Some States have

aesed laws prohibiting them tu come within their

rders. At this day, in"some Biates, persons
‘who bave brought them bave been atraigued be
fore tho courts tv answer fur the violation of State
epactments, ©. | | . -

Look. a'opg this river and ses the multitude of
deserted pladtations on it4 borders. 'Toeso are,
the places for”thess froed meu—wliere they ean
be self-sustaining, self supportiog. .

All of yod will sowe day be vu picket duty, and.
I charge you all, if any of this uufortunate race
‘cowmo into jour tines, that you do not tura them
away, bus rective them kindly and cordiafly.
‘They are to ba encourrged to cowe fo us. They
are.to be received with open Arms. They arale
bo fed and clothed. They aretoboarmed. This
is the poliey'Which bas beer faily determined
upos.. L'am here tv ray that I sw authorized to
raise 83 maoy regiments of blicks as I can. 1
am suthorized 10 give issions froc the
higliest to the loweal, and I desire those perrous
who are earneatin this work o take holdof it. 1.
desire only those whuse hearts are in the work,
and to those caly will Igive commiesions. Idon’t
caré ‘who ‘they are, ur what their present rank
may be, I do not besitate to say tuas all proper
Ppersons will receiva commisxions; e

While I am authorized thus in the name of the

ucretary of War, I bavg the fullest aitbority to
dismiss from thoe army any man, b his rank what
it may, whom X find naltreating this cofortanste
race. . ‘This part of my duty I'will most areuredly
perform; i€ any e2te comes belore me. I would
ratber do that than £o give commisiione, bscause
such men are unworthy the nams of suldiers.

.1 eame frum Waskiogton clotbed with the fall-
est'powier Inthie watter.. With this power I can,
agt precitely ns if the Presidant of the Ueited;

"
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$tates wero: Eimeelf Dresent.~1'm directed to
reler puthiog to-Weakington, but to act prompt.
Is—what I base todn, to do at once=-io strike
J:i“'ri the unwortby,znd ta elorate $ho deserving
1 can only #| briefly, and can wot enter into
the details of this ‘subject at preeent. Itwzy be
that scme of sou are better xequainted with this
country thanl am, bat all my early military life
was spentin the: South, X kaow thia whols re-
gioawell. I am a Bonthern man, and, if you
will, born with Southern prejudices, bat L am free
to say that the policy I am now to asnounes to
yon Iindorse with my whols heart. You know
{ull well, for you bave been aver this coantry—
you know better than T do—that the vebels have
tent into the field all their asailable fightiog meo
—gvery man espabloof bearing srm—aand you
koow they, have Xept at home all their slaves for
the raising of aubsistence for their armies jn the
field. In.this way they can bring to bear sgainst
u'all the stréngth of tha so-called Confederate
States, while wo at the North cad ooly send a
portion ofvur Gghting force, being compelled fu
feave bebind another portiva to cultivate our
fields and supply the wants of an immerte army
o Admiuistration bas determived to take

from tho rebels that source of supply—to take
their gegroes and compel them to send back a
poition of their whites To ctltivate their deserted
{.ianla!innv—-and very pour persons they woald

 to fill tbe place.of the. dark-hued laburer—
They must do this, or their armive will starve.

You know perfectly well that the rebels had an
opportanity afforded them under the preclama-
tiou of the Presidentin Scptember lasf, to throw
down beir arms and cows back into the Usion.
‘Chey failed to do it—not but thatthe hearts of
wany wen of the South were with us aud agaiost
the tebelliun, but the Jeaders ct the cunapiracy,
Jeff; Davis & Co., would not perwitit; there-
fore, they aro still ia arms againstue. | i

T hope to hear that in this large, this splendid
division, as I koow it to be—vuterans, 25 Napi-
leon would «call tbem, for you are' veteraus—I
bope to hear before I leave that I ahall.be able to
raise atlenst & regiment from among you. ldo
nut wang tostop at ose, norattwoe. I st have
two, 1have two from the disizion below, ut
Lake Providence; more than two. I would like
to raise on this river twenty regiments, at least, ;
before I go back. I shull tuko all the womensuo
children, urd all the men unfit to become part ot
our midary Orgavizativn, and place them on
thaso plantationa ; then tske there regiments aud
put thewn in the rear. They will guard the resr
effectually. Knowing the couutry wel, tamiliar
with all the roads and swamps, they will be able
to track out the aceursed guerrilias, aod drive
them frum the lacd. When 1 got regimenta raised |
in this way, you tay sweep out into the interior |
as faras you bke. Reculleet shat for every regi {
weut of blacks I raise, [ releaso a regiment o !
whites to faco the fue fu the field. Thie, fellov |
soidiery, is the determined policy of the Admiuie !
trativa.  Yuu all kuow full well” when the Pees:- !
dent of the United States, (tbough beis said &
voslow in coming tv a duterwinatioe,) when be
woce puts Lis fuot duwn, it is there, aud he is not
guiog to take it up. e bas put bis foot down.
[ aw here to asaure yoa that wy offizial iufluence
will be given, that heshall not raisc is.
OTHER SPEECHES.

At the tonclusion of General Thomas’ speech,
the troups waude a loud call for Geuwral Logau,
who was present.  The General took the rostraw
aud made an excellent speech, full of patrivtic
tiro and epirit. Hoindor-ed the poiicy iudicated
by Geueral Thomar, as be would 1adurse aoy pol-
icy baving for its aiw the suppression of the re-
bellion. He urged his men to give a hescty sup-
portto it.

General Logan was followed by Generals Ste-
veneon, Legget and McArthur, who delivered
brist addresaes, with good eflect.




