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PREFACE.

Ir is designed to present, in this volume, an outline
of the occurrences of the last two years in Nicara-
gua, rather than a complete history. The limited
time that has been devoted to its preparation, which
has obliged the author to throw together as many
facts as possible in a given space of time, must be
his apology for any want of arrangement, or care-
lessness of style that may be detected. The book
has been written, published and put tn circulation
tn twenty days. The facts, names and dates, how-
ever, which have been for some time prepared, may
be depended on as correct. The columns of EI
Nicaraguense and the New York Herald have been
liberally drawn upon for valuable information,
which, in the rush of events in Nicaragua, could not
have been procured from data previously collected.
The author is under obligations to E. Gould Buffum,
Esq., a brother editor of the Alla California news-
paper of San Francisco, for assistance in compiling
notes previous to the writing of the book. If it can



iv PREFACE.

aid in disabusiug the public mind of the erroneous
impressions in relation to Nicaragua and its- Amer-
ican residents which have obtained from the
unworthy efforts of our enemies, both here and in
that country, the object of the author will have
been attained.

NEW YoRE, June 11th, 1856.
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INTRODUCTION.

TuE following pages have been prepared at the
request of numerous persons, in California and New
York, desirous of obtaining the correct details of
the extraordinary series of events now agitating the
United States, in relation to Central America. So
rapid and unparalleled has been the Nicaraguan
movement ; 80 courageous and clear the policy of
its leading men; and so vast are likely to prove the
results of this remarkable expedition, rivalling in
romance, gallantry and boldness of conception, the
most famous ones of olden time, that the facts now
placed before the public, were they not fully sub-
stantiated by the most undeniable proof, would be
regarded rather as a wild fiction, than a sober record
of adventures in the nineteenth century. The work
is the result not only of personal experience in the
countries referred to in these pages, but of an
intimate acquaintance with General Walker, in
California, which has placed at our disposal facts

and data which could not have been obtained from
on
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~ other squrces. Add to this, several years’ editorial
connection with the press of San Francisco, during
which time everything relating to Central Amer-
ica has been carefully collected for future reference,
and the reader will admit that the following pages
are likely to be authentic, reliable, and correct in
their details. Though nearly every portion of the
work is original, several of the principal newspapers
of the United States and Central America have
been consulted as occasion required, as have also
numerous papers and documents obtained during a
tour through Central America in 1854-5.

The character of the present war in Central
America is such as to render it almost impossible
for an active participant to keep a diary, or collect
data for future use. Thus, the opportunity for a
faithful relation of the political and military affairs
of Nicaragua for the last two years, is every day
becoming lessened, and it is not unlikely that the
material for a future history is fast passing away.
Under these circumstances it was deemed advisable
to publish the following pages. We have endeavor-
ed to do justice to all of our friends in Nicaragua ;
and though in a work so brief as this, we cannot
hope to present the minutize of each and every
transaction, we have nevertheless essayed to prepare
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a clear and distinct relation of the questions now
at issue regarding Central America. :

The events of the last two years in Nicaragua
must be hereafter the subject of elaborate historical
writings; and the facts for such a work may here be
- found. A second volume tg be prepared from the

most authentic and reliable sources, will be issued
hereafter, for the purpose of detailing the future
operations of the American party in Spanish Amer-
ica. Exciting as have been the events in Nicaragua
for the last twelve months, it is believed that the
most extraordinary occurrences are yet to agitate
the Southern portion of the North American
Continent. That the effete and decadent descendants
of the early Spanish colonists must eventually
succumb and give place to the superior activity and
intelligence of the Anglo-Saxon, none who have
lived in Central America or Mexico will dispute.
The term “ Manifest Destiny” is no longer a myth
for paragraphists and enthusiasts; the tide of
- American population, stayed on the shores of the
Pacific, seeks new channels; and already the advanc-
ing step of the blue-eyed race is heard among the
plains and valleys of Central America. The power
of the press; public opinion ; Government vigilance ;
absurd bugbears of malaria and deathly miasmas;
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distance ; dangers and trials; are alike impotent to
prevent the southward march of our people. The
fiat has gone forth; and as was the case with Florida,
Texas and California, it is only a question of time,
With an enlightened and courageous policy on the
part of the American Government, a bold front
presented against European interference in the affairs
of this continent, and a rigid enforcement of the,
MoNROE DOCTRINE, we may look cheerfully and
hopefully to the speedy accomphshment of Amer’
can rule in Central America.
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HISTORICAL RESUME OF NICARAGUA.

ACCORDING to the Guatemalan historian, Juarros,
who published his work on Central America in
1809, Nicaragua was discovered in 1514, by Don
Pedrarias Davila, Governor of Panama, who formed
during that year a numerous expedition in the
“South Sea,” or Pacific, and returned by land, the
same year, to Panama. In 1519 Don Gil Gonzales
de Avila, by virtue of an agreement entered into
with the Spanish monarch, fitted out an expedition
at Panama, and sailed to the westward and north-
ward. He disembarked in the Gulf of Nicoya, and
travelling to the eastward, discovered the great lake
'(Lake Nicaragua), and converted many of the
caciques (Indian chiefs) to the Catholic faith.
Among these was the cacique Nicarao, from which
comes the name of Nicaragua. He penetrated as
far as Niquichizi, now the city of Granada, and
returned to Panama. In 16528, Pedrarias (the dis-
coverer) dispatched Don Francisco Hernandez de

Cordova for the conquest of Nicarao.
o8
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This cavalier, accompanied by a large number of
soldiers, reached the northern part of the present
State, and founded the cities of Granada and Leon.
This was thirty-one years after the discovery of the
continent by Columbus; and these two cities conse-
quently rank among the earliest in the New World,
being now nearly three centuries and a half old.
The -country was gradually settled by Spanish
colonists,  and subsequently became incorporated
into the great Captain Generalcy, and afterwards
Vice Royalty of Guatemala, which comprised the
provinces of Guatemala, Honduras, San Salvador,
Nicaragua and Costa Rica. The commonly-received
statement that the first revolutionary movement in
Central America was in 1821, is incorrect. As early
as 1818, the Spanish Cortes conceded to the city of
Cartago, in Costa Rica, the title of muy noble, and
the villages of Heredia and San Jose that of cuidades,
as a reward for their fidelity shown during the insur-
rection which took place in San Salvador and Gra-
nada, “proclaiming their mdependenoe from the
mother country.”

In 1821, Guatemala renewed the effort, and in-
vited the other provinces to join in the movement.

- This was done, and the independence was proclaimed
on the 15th of September of that year. The plan
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of Iguala to incorporate the States into the Mexican
Empire, under Iturbide, was advocated, and though
great opposition was shown to this arrangement,
especially in San Salvador and Granada, it was
effected in 1822; but with the fall of Iturbide, a
national constituent assembly was oconvoked at
Guatemala, and on the 1st of July, 1828, the States
finally formed themselves into a Federal Republic,
called the “ United Provinces of Central America,”
conforming somewhat to the political system of the
United States of North America, and adopting our
constitution as & model. In 1824, all slaves were
liberated throughout the Republic, and the owners
of them indemnified for their losses. The whole
number; however, thus emancipated, did not exceed
one thousand. The constitution was ratified in No-
vember of the same year, and on the 1st of Septem-
ber, 1825, the Federal Congress held its first session.
It would be tedious here to follow in detail the
frantic revolutions which, at last, dismembered the
States, and brought them to their present powerless
and semi-barbarous position. The struggle between
the Imperialists (or Serviles) and the Liberals, or
advocates of the Federal system of Government, at
length resulted in the dissolution of the Union. On
the 20th of July, 1888, the Federal Congress held
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its last session, and the States, distracted and con-
vulsed with the strifes of dozens of petty caudillos, -
~ resumed each their separate system of government.
In 1840, General Francisco Morazan, *the Wash-
ington of Central America,” attempted to re-estab-
lish the general government; but opposed by the
influence of foreign agents, and borne down by the
Indian hordes under Carrera, who was counte:
nanced and urged on by the priesthood, he was
expelled from the country. His return to Costa
Rica, his murder at San Jose, September 15th, 1842,
and the final downfall of the Federal Republic, are
matters familiar to most readers. _
Since then, feeble efforts have been made from
time to time by the remnants of the Liberal party
to re-establish the Confederation, such as the pact
of 1848 between Honduras, Nicaragua, San Salva-
dor and others. The spectacle lately presented by
. Nicaragua is full of sorrow to every friend of
Republican institutions, and the enfeebled condition
to which Central America has brought itself seems
fraught with solemn warning to the Disunionists
and other fanatics in our own country. It is hoped
and believed by the friends of these beantiful States,
that the mission of General Walker will be to finally
reunite them in the form of a Federal Republic,
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- and banish forever the fearful bloodshed and an-
archy which, under the rule of its own misguided
. sons, have brought it to its present wretched condi-
tion. By such a course there must be a great future
for Central America.

o



WALKER'S EXPEDITIONS.

CHAPTER L

LIFE OF WILLIAM WALKER—HIS BIRTH AND EDUCATION—ARRIVAL
~IN CALIFORNIA—HIS VERSATILITY—VISIT TO GUAYMAS—THE
LOWER CALIFORNTA AND SONORA EXPEDITION—PROCLAMATION
OF THE REPUBLIC—ADDRESS TO THE PEOPLEOF THE U. S.—

- BATTLE OF LA PAZ—SAILING OF THE ANITA—PASSAGE OF THE

COLORADO ON RAFTS—TERRIBLE BUFFERINGS—RETURN TO BAN
. DIEGO—SURRENDER AND ARRIVAL AT BAN FRANCISCO—LIST OF
KILLED AND WOUNDED—EXCITEMENT ON HIS ARRIVAL.

Tur present Military Commander. of Nicaragua
has come to assume so important a position in rela-
tion to the politics of Central America, that a brief
history of the leading events of his life will in-
terest the majority of the readers of this wd.
General Walker’s father was a banker of one of the
large towns of Scotland, where he amassed a con:
siderable fortane, He emigrated to the United
States about the year 1820, and settled in Nashville,

Tenn., where the subject of this memoir was born

in 1824. ' He had the advantages of a good school
education, but was distinguished from his feNows
by a roving disposition. After leaving school he
graduated at one of the Academies of the State, and
on ~
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soon after having become a fair classical scholar, he
commenced the study of the law; but becoming
tired of this he visited New Orleans, where after
some time he re-commenced his studies. He was
soon again on the wing, and we next find him in
Philadelphia, practicing medicine, which vocation he
pursued for some months, until his roving habits
returning, he visited Europe, where he travelled for
a year, his enlarged understanding and compre-
hensive views enabling him to mingle in refined and
cultivated society. He here obtained a thorough
insight into the policy of some of the principal
Governments. v

On his return to the United States he revisited -
New Orleans, and there became connected with the
Crescent newspaper, where, in connection with J. C.
Duncan, Esq., of San Francisco, he quickly assumed
a leading editorial position ; his easy and versatile
style constituting a marked feature in that journal.
In 1850 he joined the rush of emigration to Cali-
fornia, the wild adventure of the affair being in
accordance with his own inclinations. He arrived
in San Francisco, and soon after became attached to
the editorial corps of the Herald newspaper, with
John Nugent, Esq., its present propretor and editor.
His vigorous style soon attracted attention, and a
peculiar bitterness in several editorial articles reflect-
ing upon a member of the Judiciary, caused him to
be a.rraigned for contempt of court, which resulted
in his incarceration, with a fine of $500.

The excitement growing out of this circumstance
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will be remembered by all Californians of that day.
Public meetings were held, and a Jarge crowd
assembled at his place of confinement, cheering for
the captive, and loudly deprecating the action of the
Judge. He afterwards appeared before the State
Legislature and attempted to procure the removal of
the Judge. He advocated his own cause, and with
an ability which commanded general respect and
attention. He was not, however, successful in effect-
ing the downfall of his enemy.

Not long afterwards we hear of him at Marysville,
where he resumed the practice of*the law, and it is
said with great pecuniary success. In the summer
of 1852, his migratory habits returning, he visited
Guaymas, where he landed during the well-known
invasion by the ill-fated Count Raousett de Boulbon.
It was from the operations of this leader that General
Walker conceived his plans of obtaining adven-
turers in California for the conquest of some por-
tion of the sparsely-inhabited sections of Spanish
America.

The demonstration under Lopez upon Cuba, and
the general tone of encouragement accorded to the
movement by the press and by public opinion, offer-
ed flattering inducements for the forwarding of such
aplan. He returned to California, and in July, 1853,
organized a force in San Francisco, for the conquest
of the Department of Sonora in Northern Mexico.
The brig Arrow, in which the party were about
embarking, was seized, and the expedition frustrated
by the Government.
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But opposition séemed to add to the number of

his recruits, and on the 15th of October of the same
year, he left San Francisco in the bark Caroline,
and landed in La Paz, Lower California. . . .. .. ,
The subsequent events cannot be more graphically
described than by introducing the following letter,
with the Proclamation and Address of General
‘Walker, and with which commenced the famous

SONORA. EXPEDITION.

LOWER CALIFORNIA DECREED A REPUBLIO—COL. WILLIAM
WALKER DECLARED PRESIDENT.

Proclamation issued on the third day of November, 1853.

The Republic of Lower California is hereby declared Free,
Sovereign and Independent, and all allegiance to the Republic
of Mexico is forever renounced.

Droree—T7th inst. :
All duties, whether exports or imports, are hereby abolished.

Deorer No. 2—T7th inst. :

From and after this date, the Civil Code, and Code of Prac-
tice of the State of Louisiana, shall be the rule of decision and
the law of the land in all the Courts of the Republic to be
hereafter organized. Nothing, however, in this decree, shall be

eonstrued so as to make it an organization of the Qourts of the

Republic.
WM. WALKER,
President of Lower California.
Freperic Exory, Secretary of State.

Address of Presidens Walker to the People of the United States.

Noveuser 30th, 1853.
In declaring the Republic of Lower California Free, Sover-
eign and Independent, I deem it proper to give the People of
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the United States the reasons for the course I have faken. It
is due to the nationality which has most jealously guarded the
Independence of American States, to declare why another Re-
public is created on the immediate confines of the Great Union.

The Mexican Government has for a long time failed to perform
its duties to the Province of Lower California. Cut off as the
Territory was, by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo from all
direct communication with the rest of Mexico, the central au-
thorities have manifested little or no interest in the affairs of
the California Peninsula. The geographical posjition of the
Province is such as to make it entirely separate and distinct in
its interests from the other portions of the Mgxican Republic.
But the moral and social ties which bound it to Mexico, have
been even weaker and more dissoluble than the physical. Hence,
to develop the resomrces of Lower California, and to effect a
proper social organization therein, it was necessary to make it
Independent.

On such considerations have I and my companions in arms
acted in the course we have pursued. And for the success of
our enterprise, we put our trust in Him who controls the destiny
of nations, and guides them in the ways of progress and im-

provement.
WM. WALKER, CoL.,

President of Lower California.

BATTIE OF LA PAZ-NAMES OF THE ADMINISTRATION.

Heap Quarrters RepuBLic Lower CALIPORNIA,
November Tth, 1853.

On the morning of the 15th of October we sailed with the
First Independent Battalion for Lower California. The com-
mand consisted of forty-five men. Our voyage was a prosperous
one to Cape St. Lucas, where we landed on the 28th of October.
Here we gained some little information of importance, and pro-
ceeded on our journey to La Paz. On the 3d day of November
our vessel cast anchor opposito the town. A party were ordered
by Col. Walker {6 land, take possession of the town, and socure

2 :
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. the person of the Governor—Lient. Gilman commanding the
party. In less than thirty minutes the town was taken and the
QGovernor secured. We then hauled down the Mexican flag in
front of the Governor’s house, proclaimed the Independénce of

.Lower California, and ur flag floated trinmphantly where but

a few minutes previous that of Mexico waved in supposed secu-
rity. Our men, provisions and munitions of war were now
landed, the town fortified, and Col. Walker entered upon his
duties as President of the Republic of Lower California—issuing
such decrees as were most congenial to the citizens, as well as
to the comfort and security of his command.
- Here we remained until Sunday, the 6th, when the President
determined to remove the seat of Government to St. Lucas. In
accordance with this determination we re-embarked, taking with
us Ex-Governor Espanosa and the public documents. Shortly
after our embarkation a vessel came into port, having on board
Col. Robollero, who was sent. by the Government of Mexico to
supersede Ex-Governor Espanosa. A small detachment was
dispatched to bring Col. Robollero on board our vessel. This
order was promptly executed. About an hour after this occur-
rence, & party was sent on shore to procure wood, and while in
the act of returning to their boats they were fired upon by a
large party. Thus commenced the first action.

The party consisted of but six men, who retired to the vessel
under a heavy fire of musketry without losing a man. In the
meantime & fire was opened upon the town with our ordnance,
which was kept up until Col. Walker landed with thirty men,
when the fighting became general. From the time of landing
until the close of the action (a signal defeat of the enemy), was
about one hour and a half. The enemy’s loss was six or seven
killed and several wounded. Our men did not receive so much

_ as a wound, except from cacti, while pursuing the enemy through

the chapparal, in the rear of the town.,

Thus ended the battle of La Paz, crowning our efforts with
victory, releasing Lower California from the tyrannous yoke of
declining Mexico, and establishing a new Republic.
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The commercial resources— the mineral and agricultural
wealth of the Republic of Lower California, destines her to com-
pare favorably with her sister Republics.

Our men are all in fine health and spirits, and are as noble
and determined a body of men as ever were collected together.

The officers who compose the Government are as follows, viz. :

WILLIAM WALKER, President of the Republic of Lower
California.

Freperic Exory, Secretary of State.

Joux M. JErNacIN, Secretary of War.

Howarp H. Snxow, Secretary of Navy.

Cuaries H. Gmmax, Captain of Battalion.

Joan McKissin, First Lieutenant.

Tmoray CrockEr, Second Licutenant.

Samver Buraxp, Third Lieutenant.

‘W P. Mann, Captain of Navy.

A. WirLiaxs, First Licutenant of Navy.

Jouy Grunpary, Second Lieutenant of Navy.

Our Govemment has been formed upon a firm and sure basis.

We arrived at St. Lucas on Tuesday, November 8th. On
the morning of the 9th, the Mexican cutter Garrea cruised off
the Cape ; our appearance was so formidable she deemed “ pru-
dence the better part of valor,” hauled to, and gave us the slip.
In the morning our troops again embarked for Ensenada, where
_the President contemplates establishing the seat of Government
~ for the present.

La Grulla and Santa Tomas having been taken, -
General Walker, on the 24th of December, issued a
Proclamation to the people of Lower California,
explaining the objects of his visit, and representing
the inefficiency of the late Mexican Government to
protect them. The Address concludes as follows :

Under the new Government, all well-disposed persons will be
protected in liberty of person and enjoyment of property.

-
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- Religion will be respected, and all will be encouraged in their
reverence for and worship of the Great Being, without whose
aid all earthly purposes fail, and under whose protection all

. national improvements are accomplished. .And we call upon you

. as good citizens to assist us in carrying out the principles we

recognize as the foundation of all our rights and all our means.

! WILLIAM WALKER, OoL.,
’ President of Lower California.

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SONORA.

The object of General Walker being to gain
possession of Mexico, by first taking the Northern
provinces, he lost no time in formally declaring his
intentions to the world® The following was the
first Decree thus issued :

Republic of Sonora.
DEecree No. 1.

All Decrees of a general nature heretofore pubhshed as Decrees
of the Republic of Lower California, are hereby republished as
Decrees of the Republic of Sonora.

Given under my hand at Fort McKibbin, this eighteenth day
of January, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-four.

Sigoed, " WM. WALKER,

[copy.] President of Sonora.

"Decree No. 2,
1st. The Republic of Sonora is hereby divided into two
States, to be styled respectively the « State of Sonora,” and the
« State of Lower California.” '
2d. The State of Sonora comprises all the territory within the
"following boundaries, to wit: Beginning at a point in the
Colorado river, opposite its mouth, and in the middle of the
stream thereof; ruaning thence along a line midway between
the banks of said river to the boundary lin¢ between the United -
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‘States and Mexico, as established by the treaty of Guadaloupe
Hidalgo ; thence along said line until it strikes the summit of
the Sierra de los Mimores ; thence along the summits of said
Sierra to the headwaters of the river Fuerte ; thence down the
" middle of the stream of said river Fuerte, to its mouth.
3d. The State of Lower California comprises all that territory
south of the boundary line between the United States and
Mexico, as established by the treaty of Guadaloupe Hidalgo,
and lying west of the river Colorado and the Gulf of California.
“4th. All Islands in the Gulf of California lying opposite the
coasts of the States of Sonora and Lower California, are attach-
ed to one of these States respectively, according as said islands
be nearer to the coasts of one State than to those of the other-
Given under my hand at Fort McKibbin, this eighteenth day
of January, in the year of our Tord one thousand eight hundred

and fifty-four.
Signed, WM. WALKER,
[oopy.] President of Sonora.

¥ Republic of Lower California.
Decree No. 3.
~ The name of the Republic is hereby changed, and henceforth
all decrees, laws and processes issued, shall run in the name of
‘the “Republic of Sonora.” '
* Given under my hand at Fort McKibbin, this eighteenth day
of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred

: Signed, WM. WALKER,
[oory.] President of the Republic of Lower California.

.4:.4 ; Republic of Lower California.

Drorer No, 4.

. The State of Sonora lately declared by the President of
Mexico a Department of the Mexican Republic, is hereby con-
stituted a portion of the Republic of Lower California.
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Given under my hand at Fort McKibbin, this eighteenth day
of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred
and fifty-four. .

Signed, WM. WALKER,

[copy.] President of the Republic of Lower California.

Meanwhile the forces of the new Republic were
augmented by the departure from San Francisco .
of the bark Anita, Dec. 7th, 1858, with about one
hundred men under Col. Watkins. The command
consisted of companies A, B and C. The scene at
the departure was one of the most remarkable on
record.

About half way down’ from Front street a door
was thrown open, and, as if by magic, drays and
carts made their appearance. Files of men sprung
out and passed quantities of powder from the store,
besides ammunition of all kinds. A detachment
stood guard the while in utter silence, and the
movements were made with such celerity, that the
observer could scarcely perceive where and how the
articles made their appearance. A heavy squall of-
rain had just passed over the city, which was suc-
ceeded by a clear blue sky, allowing the rays of the
moon to light up this singular picture, and giving it
the appearance of some smuggling scene in a drama.
The ammunition was escorted rapidly down to the
Anita, and as hastily passed on board. A crowd of
about one hundred persons had by this time col-
lected, and the noise increasing, the officers of the

" expedition enjoined silence—which, however, had
little effect. Friends taking leave of each other,
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hurried orders, commands from the master of the
vessel to his crew, the steady tramp of men passing
to and from the vessel, and the mystery attaching to
the whole affair, formed a scene as striking as it was
novel. It could scarcely be credited that an armed
party were thus leaving the city, without the slight~
est.opposition on the part of the authorities. It was
‘stated that if any resistance was made the force
would stop at nothing to effect their departure; and
" to judge from the determined faces and bristling
arms everywhere seen, the expedition would not
have been prevented without an attempt on the part
of the Expeditionists to résist. Such, however, was
theceqmoy with which the whole affair had been
managed, that nothing happened to retard the de-
parture. As the moment of sailing approached, the
confusion and noise increased, and all the efforts of
the officers to keep silence were unavailing. Several
of the men were drunk, and gave vent to the exuber-
anoo of their” spirits by songs, and denunciations
upon the “Greasers” who had made the reported
attack upon the party then in the Southern country.
The steamer Thomas Humt now approached and
smade fagt to the bark, when the fasts were cast off,

+$hé vessels swung round to the tide, and the expe-
dition was fairly under way. Nothing could now
restrain the men, and loud and repeated cheers rose
from the vessel, which were heartily responded to

-from the wharf. The little fleet went up the bay to.

get clear of the shipping, and then turning, glided
past the silent city with the strength of the ebb tide.

P
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Off Clark’s Point two brass picces were put on board
the Andta, from the steamer, and four other guns,
intended to be used on board the vessel. Once
underway, and the party began to look out for the
cutter, as intimations had been given the commander
that she was ordered to intercept them. From this
to Fort Point, therefore, a dead silence ensued;
scarcely a word was spoken until the broad ocean,
sparkling in the moonlight, lay before them, and
then the men were mustered in companies. Santa
Anns, in this expedition, might expect, perhaps, the
“hardest” set of men that has ever deprived him of
a night's rest. Besides Col. Watkins and Lieut.
Davidson, Messrs. Joseph Rudduck, J. Griswold,
and Joseph Clements, were on board.

At 8 o'clock the steamer cast off, the light oq
Point Lobos bearing nearly east, about five miles
distant. There was a large swell running, and both
vessels pitched and rolled heavily. The Anita
made sail at once, and when last seen was making
to the southward with square yards, a strong north-
east wind blowing, and the foam flying from her
bows.

" The first decrees of the Republic of Sonora were
issued on the 18th of January, 1854. From that
time until March of the samse year, the operations
were confined to foraging parties—the army await-
ing the arrival of reinforcements from California. A
correspondent from the camp writes as follows, under
the date of March 3d: '
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- “We had to shoot two men to-day, because they so far mis-
‘took the object of our coming down here as to attempt to make
up an organization, the purpose of which was fo desert and go

h a stealing, robbing and murdering expedition. Their names
‘were T. F. Nelson and Arthur Morrison, and they were both

“from Illinois. Two others of the party were convicted, and one
of them, Theodore Ryan, received fifty lashes; and the other,
Edward O. Barnes, reccived twenty-five lashes—after which they
mdrummed out of camp.”

" The above illustrates the inflexible will of Gen.
deet
5 nsuen OF THE COLORADO-INVASION OF SONORA.

All preliminaries having been arranged, the army
commenced its march towards Sonora. The unfor-
tunate results of this step could searcely have been
anticipated.
 Gen. Walker left San Vicente on the 20th of
March, with one hundred men, and driving one
hundred e. In crossing the mountains between
them and the Gulf, two men deserted and twenty
head of eattle were lost. Soon after crossing the
mountains, they were Jomed by thirty Cucupas, who
followed them to the river, where they stole some
tbinty,chd of cattle. Five of the Indians were
seized as hostages for the return of the property, and
in attempting to escape three of them were shot.

- At this time the rations had been reduced to beef
alone—and poor at that. There had been corn, but
this had been reduced so that it was only to be had
in small quantities.

ﬂhqymaehed the river six miles above its mouth,

2*
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and about seventy from Fort Yuma: The Colorado
here is about four hundred yards wide, very deep,
and not rapid. The men crossed by means of rafts.
In attempting to swim the cattle several were
" drowned and some escaped, and the attempt was
abandoned.

The first raft took over, among others, Captam
Douglass, and Smith an Xnglishman; and for
. Douglass went along, also, a pint of boiled corn,

* which was placed upon the ground and stolen by
Smith. When Douglass ascertained Smith to be the
thief, he drew his pistol and deliberately shot him
dead.

The party remained at this point three days. On
the second day after crossing, there was much dis-
affection in the camp—and in a barren country,
which they had invaded with hostile intentions, with
few means of repelling attack; exhausted, naked, .
starvation staring them in the face, many men pre-
pared to abandon the waning fortunes of the expe--

. dition, and return to the settlements.

The party were three daysin reaching Fort Yuma,
where they were received by Major H. with court-
esy and their necessities supplied. Before leaving
the Fort many others came in, and it was ascertained
that fifty men had deserted Gen. Walker, #and others
were preparing to leave—in fact, a general stampede 4
had occurred. :

Fmdmg his numbers thus reduced, that he could
not swim the cattle, which were his only rations, -
‘Walker resolved to retrace his steps to San Vicente.

.
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About the 7th of April, a party of ten or twelve of
Gen. Walker's men came up the Sonora side of the
Colorado, and crossed the ferry, nearly in a naked and
starving condition. The party gave no satisfactory
-explanation why they separated from Gen. Walker.
They stated that about ten days previous Gen. Walker
crossed the river some forty miles below the mouth
of the Gila, by means of rafts and swimming. They
described the whole of the command as being in a
most destitute condition—wearing the same clothing
with which they went to the country, and this wasin
-tatters and rags. Gen. Walker himself was no better
" clad than the rest, and had butone boot and a piece
of a boot. At their crossing they cacked seventy or
eighty stand of arms. The Cucupa Indians were
here detected stealing some of their cattle, and in the
-attack upon them seven or eight of the Indians were
killed. After this Gen. Walker recrossed the river
sk .the same point, with only twenty-five men, and
started back for San Tomas, with nothing to subsist
upon but beef, their only fare previously. They
.represent Gen. Walkeras having turned back in sheer
desperation, without an object, or if he had one, it
_ was concealed, and because it ‘was the only thing he
: ﬁconld do. .

Bv‘mumm OF LOWER OALIFORNIA—SURRENDER TO THE
_ U. 8 AUTHORITIES—PAROLE OF HONOR—OOMPLETE LIST OF
" THE KILLED AND WOUNDED,

:«W.lth the return from Sonora the expedition may
.;be said to have broken up. Gen, Walker re-
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treated to San Diego, and surrendered . himself to
Captain Burton, U. S. Army, and returned with
the remnant of his command in the steamer South-
erner to San Francisco, where he arrived May 15th,
1864. The particulars of the above events are as
follows:

On the 8th of May Gen. Walker advanced to
within three miles of the boundary line, and en-
camped on a hacienda called “La Tiajuanna.” The
Mexicans were on the surrounding hills. Major
McKinstry, of the U.S. Army, went out to see him,
with a view of arranging matters, and shortly after
- dispatched a messenger for Captain Burton, who
was in command of the United States forces on the
line. Captain Burton obtained the permission of
~ Melendrez to cross the line, and also went to Gen. -
 Walker's camp. By him Melendrez sent a demand
to Gen. Walker to surrender, granting him per-
mission to cross into our territory, if he and his men
would deliver up their arms. To this demand Gen.
Walker paid no attention, simply saying that
the Mexican gen ral could have their arms “if he
could take them.” Things then became very war
fike, and the American officers informed the Mex-
ican general that they were not in the least concerned
in the matter; and if he wanted to fight they should
not interfere, being there merely as Americen cit-
1zens.

Gen.Walker then took up his line of march along
the mainroad to San Diego, and the Mexicans began
to manceuvre, hanging upon the fillibuster line,
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until within one mile of the boundary line, when
the Mexicans took post on an eminence, directly

~opposite where a large number of spectators from

San Diego were posted to see the fight, and made a
display, as if determined to prevent Gen. Walker’s
further progress. As the latter neared the Mexicans
he‘drdered an advanced guard of nine men, with
n’ﬂes, to. charge upon the enemy, which they did
with a cheer. The Mexicans, without firing a shot,
put spurs to their horses and galloped away, leaving
Gen. Walker and his party to pursue their way
unmolested.

Arriving at the boundary, the party halted before

crossing; and Gen. Walker had a parley with

Major MeKinstry and Captain Burton, which re-

sulted in himself and party giving their parole of

honor that they would give themselves up as pris-
oners to Gen. Wool, to answer for an alleged
violation of the neutrality laws. The party then
marched on to San Diego. The following was the

Parole of Honor.

'm-anndmgned Officers and Privates of the (so called)
“Republic of Sonora,” do solemnly pledge their word of honor
to report themselves at San Francisco, Oal., to Major General
Wool, of the Uiited States Army, charged with having violated
the Neutrality Laws of the United States.

San Diego, Cal., May 6, 1854.

8. 8. Richardson, Surgeon General; T. Orocker, Major ;
Charles A. Lawrence, First Lieutenant and C. G. 8.; Norval
Douglass, First Lieutenant and Q. M. Gen’l; Howard A Snow,
Secretary of Navy; John M. Jarnagin, Secretary of War and

Digitized by GOOSIC



88 THE SONORA EXPEDITION. ’

State ; Wm. E. Cuttrell, Captain; Wm. T. Mann, Captain of
Navy; P. 8. Veeder, First Lieutenant; J. C. Griswold, Cap-
tain; C. Glasscock, Wagon Master ; S. Ruland, 1st Lieutenant ;
Adjutant Wm. Anderson, Sergeant. Privates Joseph Keening,
James B. Wilson, Wm. Robinson, Francis Frunam, Thomas
Scott ; Serg’t Major John Flanery ; Private H. Seaman ; Cor-
poral E. W. Hyde; Privates Rob’t Dickson, H. Pilkinton,
‘Wm. Pfaff; Corporal J. L. Doherty ; Privates G. W. Harman,
F. F. Brown; Qr. Mr. Serg’t E. W. Rawle; Privates Wm. B.
Small, Wm. E. Wood, J. J. Andreas, John F. O'Hare, J. L.
Downing.
‘Wiitness to the signatures :
J. McKINSTRY, Br. Major, U S.A..
Col. Walker gave a similar pa.role.

Return of the Killed, Wounded, etc., of Col. Walker's Command,
during s stay ip Lower California and Sonora.

KILLED.

Lieutenant John P. McKibbin, at Ensenada, Dee. 5, 1853,

Lieutenant. R. J. Ridgell, at San Vicente.

Lieutenant Bernard Carroll, at La Calentura, April 13, 1854.

Commissary Sergeant John E. Towns, at Guadaloupe, April
26, 1854.

Private Barney McCormick, at Ensenada, Dec 2, 1854.

Private Charley Brogan (Mexican), at La Calentura.

Private Edward Burr, at Guadaloupe.

Private Otto Hemming, at San Vicente.

Private O. F. Newell, at San Vicente.

Private John Patten, at La Calentura, April 13, 1854.

‘WOUNDED.

Captain Charles H. Gilman, at Ensenada, Dec. 5, '53.
Private Josiah Lockhart, at Ensenada, Dec. 2, '53.
Private Thomas Perry, at Ensenada, Dec. 2, '53.
Private James Hamilton, at Ensenada, Dec. 5, ’53.
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Private William H. Matthews, at Ensenada, Dec. 5, '53.
Private Henry Smith, at Ensenads, Dec. 5, '53.

Private John Bragpole, at Ensenada, Dec. 5, '53.
Private Moses Anderson, at La Grulla, April 30, ’54.

DIED,

Lieutenant Thomas Murphy, at Ensenada, February, 1854,
Surgeon Edmondson, on the Desert, March, 1854.
Private William Smith, on the Colorado, April 4, '54.
Joseph W. Smith, Commandant of northern frontier, is said
to have been killed at La Calentura in April, '54.
Sergeant Francis Nelson, shot at Vicente in March, '54.
Private Arthur Morrison, shot at Vicente in March, '54.
—— Wilson, (mulatto servant,) lost on the Desert.

Names of Persons killed at San Vicente.

The Los Angeles Star published a list of the persons killed
at San Vicente by Melendrez and party on the 30th of March.
They were a portion of the party left under Smith to guard the
barracks, when Walker started to the Colorado. Smith left
them, taking a party of thirteen with him, and went to San
Rosanro; after which™Melendrez attacked them. They had
left the barracks and scattered about town, and, when they saw
the Mexicans coming, fled into the river bottoms, among the
willows, from whence they were taken, tied and shot. Their
names are R.J. Ridgell, of Napa; Charles Harvey, of Santa
Barbara ; Gustavas Cathansen, & Pole; Orrin F. Newell, of
Btockton ; and Edward Burr, who was from this city, and has
a family in the Southern States.

- On the arrival of General Walker and his com-
panions at San Francisco, after an absence of seven
months, on their most extraordinary Expedition,
the greatest excitement prevailed throughout Cali-
fornia to see him. His rooms were constantly the
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resort of the leading men of San Francisco; and not
a few old fogy politicians, who had previously refused
to notice the gallant adventurer, might now be seen
fearfully slipping in at his door, and indulging in
anxious inquiries as to his future movements. To
. all such General Walker preserved his usual calm
dignity and reserve. He was now arraigned before
the United States District Court (Judge Hoffman),
and tried for violation of the neutrality laws, and
after a thorough examination of the circumstances
of the case, acquitted.

About this time he was tendered the editorial
charge of the San Francisco Commercial Advertiser, .
which position he assumed after a short occupancy
of the same relative position in the Sacramento
State Journal. Upon the fhilure of the former jour-
nal, he again became editor of the State Journal,
which position he held when his attention was first
directed towards Central .Amenca, which was in
- December, 1854.
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EAI!LY in 1854 a company consisting of Messrs.
Jﬂms D. Whelpley, William V. Wells, Byron
Cole, Robert Somerville, and their associates, was
ﬁn'm'ed in San Francisco, California; for the pur-
pose of establishing commercial intercourse be-
tween Eastern Honduras and the United States,
and developing the gold placers of Olancho, reli-
able data regarding which had been received by
‘them from Honduras, by means of a number of
documents, letters and specimens brought from those
regions in 1850, and which going through various
hands had at last passed into the possession of the
above-named company. On the 15th of August of
that year their agent left San Francisco for Cen-

tral America with a view of obtaining information
@1
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in relation to the gold region of the Guayape river,
discharging into the Caribbean Sea, between Trux-
illo and Cape Gracias a’ Dios. From San Juan del
Sur he proceeded to Leon, where the Democratic
head-quarters were then established, under Don
Francisco. Castellon, at that time Provisional Diree-
tor of Nicaragua, and by whom President Don
Fruto Chamorro had been deposed, some four
months previous. The agent of the Association,
Mr. William V. Wells, was the bearer of numer-
ous letters of introduction to *Castellon, through
whieh he and his two companions, who had desired
to accompany him, were hospitably received and
entertained. The little party of three separated
here, Mr. Wells proceeding alone into Olancho,
where he was absent six months. During his ab-
sence, Mr. Byron Cole, one of those remaining at
Leon, made the acquaintance of the authorities, and

‘proposed to the Provisional Director, Castellon, that

he should augment his forces by sending for ¢ the

renowned Walker,” who he justly represented as

one of the bravest and most capable of American
adventurers, and ready at all times to enter into
negotiations to enlist with his friends in matters re-

lating to the Spanish American Republics. The

propositions were eagerly listened to, and finally a
grant ‘of land (21,000 acres) was made to Mr. Cole
and his associates, provided they would engage in
the Democratic cause and assist in the siege of
Granada. Mr. Cole returned to California, where

General Walker was still editing the State Journal,
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#nd the proposition was rejected, as offering too lit-
tle inducement as an offset for such risks. General
‘Walker then made his own propositions, with which
Mr. Cole returned a second time to Nicaragua.
These were accepted by Castellon. They increased
the land granted to 52,000 acres, to be selected
from any unoccupied lands of the Republic. The
acceptance of these terms was at once forwarded to
California, and General Walker commenced raising
the necessary funds for the enterprise. '

" His ready genius and quick comprehension saw
here an opening for the accomplishment of his dar-
Iing ‘scheme of the establishment of an American
colohy it some of the Spanish American States.
Nearly five months elapsed before the requisite
aﬂiﬂgements could be made. Timid capitalists,
ignorant sneerers, wise old fogies and jealous de-
tractors, had all to be met and singly overcome,
while the jeers of the press and assaults of small
politicians, opposed to the party espoused by Gen-
* eral Walker, helped to retard his movements. But
he could wait and hope. He knew himself and
~the trusty men by whom he was surrounded, and
wig'illing to “bide his time.” As in all great
ebiierprises, steady perseverance and patience, that
greatest of all virtues in affairs of the world, at
length enabled him to carry his point, and thus set
in motion an engine which has already startled
Europe, and may yet prove the prime mover and
agent in some of the greatest political and military
movements of the age.
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Various financial difficulties prevented the de-
parture of the adventurers for some months after
the arrival of the Castellon contracts. The- brig
Vesta, which had been purchased by General Walk-
er, was seized for debt, and in charge of an officer.
For some weeks certain wiseacres of the Califor-
nia press had heaped ridicule and abuse upon the
little band and their enterprise; and at length it
was generally supposed that the idea had been
abandoned. But they knew little of the indomi-
table energy of the man of whom they wrote.

On the morning of Monday, May 4th, 1855,
about one o'clock, the Vesta, Captain Richard Eyre,
left the harbor of San Francisco, with  Colonel
‘Walker and the avante garde of the Nicaraguan ex-
pedition. The brig had been lying for some days
at Stewart Street wharf, under attachment, after the
raising of which she was still detained by the sher-
iff of the county for fees, amounting to $350. Dep-
uty Sheriff Purdy had the vessel in charge, and
was very oontentedly and complacently observing
the movements of the motley crowd on board,
never once dreaming of the real intention of putting
to sea that night. About midnight Colonel Walker
requested the Deputy to step below and examine
some papers, which it’ was necessary to see by
candle-light. The Deputy and Colonel Walker
descended, ‘when the latter informed the former
that the vessel would immediately get underweigh,
and that no violence would be offered should he
(the Deputy) remain quietly below. The sheriff
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seeing determination stamped on the brow of the
commander, thought it best to pursue the wise
. eourse of remaining quiet. The fastenings were
now noiselessly let go: the steam-tug Resolute
(fit name for the nature of the enterprise) glided
alongside, and in a few moments the gallant
vessel was swiftly shooting past the city, and
out to sea. After clearing the Heads, the tug
et the brig go, and away she sped under a press
of canvas to the south-westward, with a stiff north-
- west breeze after her. The Deputy Sheriff, who,
while on board, was treated in the kindest and
most agreeable manner, being regaled with segars
- and Champagne, and recommended to keep himself
eool and comfortable, was deposited on board the
Resoluts when she took her departure from the

- . brig, and was safely conveyed back to San Fran-

eisco.

.. Asthe tug had cast off, and the distance between the
.brig and her widened, and the headlands of San
. Francisco harbor began to dim, cheer upon cheer
.went up from the Expeditionists, who gathered on
"the Vesta's sides, and took, some of them, their last
ook upon the noble entrance to the bay. The moon
. shone brightly down upon a foaming sea. They
- were afloat upon the broad ocean, bound upon an
_expedition in which they had staked each his all;
.and many a fond remembrance, many a bright, but
~truly saddened hope, many a half-uttered prayer
:rose up that night from the adventurers of the



46 THE ‘REPUBLIC OF NICARAGUA.

The number of persons all told, who sailed in
the Vesta, was sixty-two. They were armed each
one with a rifle, and most of them, also, with revolv-
ers and knives. The names of some of those on
board are as follows: Gen. William Walker, Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Expedition ; Achilles Kewen,
James Shackleford, R. T. Merriman, Charles Turn- .
bull, Edward Rawl, James McNab, B. F. Wil-
liamson, Frank Anderson, James Connelly, George
Leonard, John Marcum, Col. Hornsby, Thomas
Kennedy, Charles Brogan and James Sands.

Before following the Vesta and her handful of
adventurers, we will briefly review the iinmediate
cause of the revolution which resulted in taking
General Walker to Nicaragua, and which grew out
of the old party divisions existing in Central Amer- .
ica since 1821.  One or the other of these has
always had the ascendency; but the ~Serviles, or
original adherents to the Monarchical institutions,
generally securing the power. The history of the
massacres and frantic wars growing out of these

' _ political differences, furnishes one of the most terri-

ble evidences of the incapability of this people to
govern themselves. Nicaragua and Guatemala have .
been the principal theatres of their strifes, where the
Indian and Negro elements brought into collision
with the descendants of the old Spaniards, have pro-
duced scenes of carnage almost too savage and
.cruel in their details for relation.
Some two years ago the Constituent Assembly of
the country met and framed a new National Consti-
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tution, and, without making known its contents to
the people, passed a decree that on a certain day it
should go into effect. But in the meantime, the
biennial election for the Presidency arrived, and
Chamorro, then President, again offered himself for
the office. The Liberals, or Democrats, presented
against him the name of their favorite champion,
Castellon. Party feeling ran high, for it was a war
of principles. Chamerro was a haughty aristocrat,
despising the masses and aiming at absolute dictator-
ship. Castellon was courtly and winning in address,
a Republican Democrat of the purest order, and
‘consequently seeking popularity and power from the
people. A two-thirds vote was essential to an
election ; Chamorro intrigued, bullied, and bribed to
gain his re-election; every effort that power and
. wealth in unscrupulous hands could do to gain the
requisite number of votes, was boldly and shame-
lessly resorted to. Castellon was poor but upright,
and stood forth as the exponent of progressive
freedom unsupported by wealth or power; he relied’
on the rectitude of the immediate principles of his
faith and the hearts of his down-trodden countrymen,
to sustain him. Neither party could obtain a
sufficiency of votes to elect them, and Chamorro
claimed the seat by default of an election.

A few days after this he arbitrarily, and without
any assignable reason, arrested Castellon and a num-
ber of his political friends, and cast them into prison,
and this outrage was quickly followed by one of
still greater magnitude —the suppression of the
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Supreme Court; this last act of lawless despotism,
and desecration of the most sacred guarantees of -
their Constitution, deeply affected the pulse of the
. whole country, and ripened the democratic feeling
into registance. Castellon and his friends were ban-
ished from the Republic, under the plea that their
presence was dangerous to the peace of the land. -
They took refuge in Honduras, and were kindly
received by President Cabafias, who is often desig-
nated as the patriot of Central America. In exile,
they coneeived the noble and heroic design of liber-
ating their native land from the thraldom in which
she was held by her aristocratic tyrants. Cabafias
furnished them with-a few arms, and a little money,
when collecting together the political refugees in
Honduras, they resolutely returned, and proclaimed
revolution for the sake of democratic liberty. Sue-
cess attended them: at every step, and they marched
on Leon, the native city of Castellon, with triumph-
ant evidences of success, for each hour swelled the
rank of their little army, and told how deeply the
national heart was sympathizing with the enterprise.
They were commanded by Mufioz and Jerez, who
had shared the exile of Castellon. Castellon was
named Provisional Director of the Republic, a posi-
tion which he held until Sept. 6th, 1856—the day
of his death. _

Chamorro was defeated in two hotly-contested
battles, in which some 2,000 men participated, and
was finally driven to the city of Granada, where,
through the imbecility of Castellon's military
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leaders, he was allowed to fortify himself, and thatso
strongly that a siege of nine months did not dis-
lodge him. For six months after the pronuncia-
mento of Castellon, he held possession of the whole
State excepting the city of Granada. Inactivity,
however, gradually disgusted the people. Thecause
commenced to decline, and the priesthood, an all-
powerful element in Central American warfare,
- using their influence in favor of Chamorro, his party
became strengthened, and by a series of vigorous
sallies he not only defeated the Liberals, and
obliged them to raise the siege, but obtained posses-
sion successively of Masalla, Managua and Rivas; and
finally regained the entire State, excepting the towns
of Leon, Chinandega and Realejo, with the northern
sea coast and the Bay of Fonseca. Chamorro now
died, and his chiefs taking up the quarrel, the war
raged with all the fury of savages, until the
arrival of General Walker, who with his strong
arm and iron will quickly restored order, and termi-
~ nated the career of bloodshed and destruction. Let
those who brand the advent of General Walker as
a movement of “ Fillibusters,” remember that (as is .
shown in another part of this work) he visited Cen-
tral America at the repeated solicitation of the
most eminent men of the country, and recognized
among her most distinguished patriots.
. Such is the history, briefly told, of the events by
which the “LIBERATOR OF CENTRAL AMERICA " has
restored life and energy to this most beautiful of
“the earth’s gardens.
3
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PROGEESS OF THE ADVENTURERS.

THE Vesta, after touching at Tigre Island, in the
Bay of Fonseca, arrived at Realejo June 11th, 1855,
and the command proceeded to Chinandega, where
they were received with general demonstrations of
joy by the Democratic party, then in possession of
that part of the State. General Walker went at
once to Leon, the capital, where he exhibited his
contract, and reported himself ready for duty. After
a few weeks of delay, during which the Ministry,
who had from the first opposed the coming of the
Americans, and advanced constant objections fo their
enlisting in the Government cause, General Walker
threw up the contract in disgust, returned to Realejo,
and was actually embarking his men to enter Hon-
duras, with the view of assisting the veteran Pres-
ident Cabafias, of that State, in his war with Guate-
mala, when a courier arrived from Leon, begging
him to stop; and on the following day the Amer-
icans were formally enlisted in the army of Nica-
ragua. But for this circumstance, Honduras would
have become the scene of General Walker’s move-
ments, and that Republic rescued from its enemies,
while Nicaragua would doubtless have continued
the theatre of intestine broils and petty revolutions.

General Walker received orders to proceed to
Rivas and occupy the place. He took with him 100
of the Castellon native troops and 58 of his own,
making in-all a force of 158 men. Col. Mendez
was in command of the natives. On the morning
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of June 28th, the little army, sailing in the brig
Vesta from Realejo, arrived at a small post a few
leagues north of San Juan del Sur, called Agua
Callito. On the 28th they marched towards Rivas.
On arriving at Tola, & small hamlet about five miles
inland, they encountered a party of 20 Chamorro
troops, who at sight of the invaders ran towards
Rivas, The American and Castellon troops pursued,
and arriving near Rivas made a stand outside the
town. On the 29th skirmishing commenced, which
soon grew into a general battle. There were about
480 of the enemy, under command of General
Boscha. The section of Nicaragua where the battle
of Rivas was fought is a level and thickly-wooded
district, known as the plain of Rivas.

The fight lasted for several hours, and the firing
was so rapid on the part of the Americans that
double their entire number of the enemy were left
dead on the field. Shortly after the commencement
of the battle the native force under Mendez broke
and fled into the woods, leaving the company of 58
Americans to fight it out alone. At this point,
‘General Walker, finding the odds so great against
him, (58 against nearly 500, or about eight to one,)
and his little band so much exposed, made for a
large house, where a great number of the Chamor
ristas were sheltered, routed them, and took posses-
gion. Here he was less open, and his men could -
pick off all that were brave enough to come in sight.
They were not permitted to rest long here. The
natives fell back and held a council, concluding that
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the only way of dislodging them was to burn the
" house. -Inspired by the great rewards offered, sev-
eral of the natives made the attempt, but were inva.
riably shot through the head, and numbers were
strewn around the house in this way. As night
‘came on they succeeded, and burned the Americans
out. They then found they had to fight their way
out of the town as they had entered it. The retreat
was a desperate hand-to-hand encounter. Steadily
falling back—surrounded by eight times their own
number—they dealt death and destruction around
them until they effected their escape, but leaving
ten of their number lifeless on the field. The names
of these were:—F. Cole, W. Bayley, W. Cole, —
McGuire, E. Esterbrooks, John Wilson, —— Hughes,
Cotham, Col. Achilles Kewen, and Major.
Crockett. The wounded were:—James Small, S.
Anderson, Capt. De Bressot, T. Kinneydey, Y. Gray,

J. Blanch, D. Lyons, H. Kennedy, M. Anderson, B.
Williams, C. Gairett, C. Doubledauph—making in
all 22 killed and wounded. Major Crockett was a
member of the Sonora Expedition, and a firm and
valuable adherent to the fortunes of General Walker.

Col. Kewen was known as one of the bravest of offi-

cers and most gallant of gentlemen.

The army retredted . three miles towards Virgin
‘Bay, and encamped for the night. The natives, too
glad to avoid such a dangerous enemy, did not pur-
sue them beyond the limits of the town. On the
morning of July 1st General Walker and his little
command took up the line of march for Costa Rica;
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but 4t noon they struck the San Juan road, and from
- that point changed their course, and marched into
San Juan del Sur, where they took possession of the
barracks. The Vesta was standing off and on the
port, and took the party on board, when they pro-
‘ceeded to Realejo, and marching to Leon, reported
to Castellon' the unfortunate issue of their expedi-
tion. The burning of the cuartel, or barracks, at
San Juan del Sur, was done by a Dr. Dewey, and
a boatman known as “Sam;” and none of the Amcr-
icans took part in that transaction. Both of these
culprits were to have been shot, but escaped in the
darkness.

The effect of this battle, though immediately
disastrous to the American cause, was to inspire
the Nicaraguans with a dread and respect of Gen-
-eral Walker’s prowess, and a proper idea of the in-
domitable bravery of our riflemen. From that
time forth it became generally known that in battle,
Yo appear within three hundred yards of our marks-
men, was to die; and officers were the certain mark
of the American sharp-shooters. The old musket
fights of the past thirty years had now given place to
the sure and death-dealing rifle practice, in the hands
of a foe to whom victory and courage were mat-
ters of course. General Boscha owned to 180
killed and wounded in the battle of Rivas, a num-
ber appalling to the natives, whose previous blood-
less fights (barring the cowardly and cruel execu-
tions following them on the part of the victors) had
made Central American battles, like those of the
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revolutions of Mexico, a by-word and a laughing-
stock among military men. '
On the arrival of the American forces at Realejo,

the whole northern portion of Nicaragua was
thrown into a state of unwonted excitement. Such
fighting against such astounding odds, had never be-
fore been known in the annalsof the country. The .
Democratic party were far from disheartened at
the reverse sustained by General Walker, and look-
ed forward to certain success with such auxiliaries. -
Castellon, Moriana and Salagar hastened fo Rivas
to learn the details from the General himself, The
Americans remained at Chinandega and Realejo
from the 6th of July until the 28d of August, dur-
ing which time frequent negotiations transpired
between Generals Castellon and Walker in relation
to the disposition of the troops. General Mufioz,
who had succeeded Jerez as Commander-in-Chief of
the Nicaraguan forces, was desirous "of having the
Americans and their commander placed under his
orders. To this, however, General Walker would
not submit. In the meantime Colonel Chillon, with
100 troops, expressed a desire to start a counter rev-
_olution, and declare General Walker President of
the Republic. To this and other overtures of a
like nature, the American commander returned a
prompt denial. On the 19th of July, the news
reached Leon of the battle of Saouci in Segovia,
between Generals Mufioz and Guardiola, in which
the latter was routed, but Mufioz killed. Negotia~
tions were again commenced, which resulted in the
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Americans being a second time commissioned to occu-
Py the Southern department of the Republic. They
__set sail in the brig Vesta and schooner Esperanza, with
" Colonel Mendez and 136 natives; for San Juan del
Sur, and arrived at that port on the 28th of August.
Here they remained making warlike preparation
_until the night of the 2d of September, when the
line of march was taken up for Virgin Bay. It
was rumored that Guardiola, with a considerable
force, was preparing to leave Rivas, where he had
established his head-quarters, and give battle to
any American force he might meet.

Ny e

THE BATTLE OF VIRGIN BAY.

. The Democratic forces had some twenty or thirty
riding animals, and two of the company’s passen-
ger-wagons, to convey their extra arms, ammuni-
tion and blankets. They arrived at Virgin Bay
about sunrise ; and after placing out picquets and
eating breakfast, were making themselves comfort-
able in preparations for rest, after the fatigues of
the night, when & firing was heard up the transit
road where one of the picquets was stationed, about
half a mile from the town. All hands immediately
sprang to their arms, The enemy advanced in
* three bodies, throwing out into the timber, on each
side of the road, over 100 men, the main body ad-
vancing down the road. The picquets that were
fired upon were raw troops (natives), commanded.
by a native lieutenant, who had never been in a
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campaign. To the surprise and gratification of all,
however, they fired and fell back, as regularly and
coolly as veteran soldiers. Some of the Americans
and natives got into the timber, where the former
particularly, with the deadly rifle, did good execu-
tion. The enemy, however, steadily advanced un-
til they had surrounded the town, excepting on the
lake side. The Americans were scattered about
the place in squads, eight or ten natives being with
each party. So they fought, running from place to
place, wherever they could get the best chance at
the enemy, or wherever the latter tried to charge in,
which they did several times, but were repulsed by
the deadly shower of bullets from the American
rifles. The fight continued for about two hours,
and resulted in a complete victory to the Democratic
forces, as the enemy were entirely routed and scat-
tered in every direction All their baggage and
ammunition, and the papers of Guardiola the com- -
mander, were taken, as was also 100 stand of mus
kets, which were picked up in the timber around
the town. The enemy had five hundred and forty
men, and many officers. Their loss was five or six
officers, some of them high in rank, and’ thirty-
three of their men were afterwards found buried
around the town. Several died afterwards from the
effects of their wounds, and it is supposed’ that the
entire loss of the Servile party in the battle of Virgin
Bay, was at least 100 men rank and file. On the
-gide of the victors, there were none killed, and only
- four badly wounded, of whom 2d Lieut. B. F. Wil-
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liamson was badly though not dangerously wound-
ed in the thigh, and James Small in the left breast.
The two others were natives, and altogether there
were fourteen wounded. There was a good deal
of noise and confusion kept up during the fight,
and the natives on the Democratic side, seeing the
Americans so fearless, and apparently looking on the
whole thing as a frolic, were actuated by the same
spirit, and fought with bravery, sometimes approach-
ing to recklessness. In the battle of Virgin Bay
there were fifty-eight Americans, and one hundred
and twenty natives with muskets, on the Democrat-
ic side, the whole under command of General Walk-
er, the natives being under the immediate command
of Cols. Chillon, Mendez and Luzarraga, all of whom
fought bravely. On the Servile or Aristocratic side,
were five hundred and forty men well armed, and
who had the advantage of a cannon and the protec-
tion of the timber, while the Democratic forces
were exposed in the streets. The Servile forces
were under the command of General Guardiola, and
were completely routed. American rifles, with
American eyes to give them direction, and steady
American hands to pull the triggers, are terrible
weapons. As some of the incidents of the battle it
is stated, that General Walker was hit in the neck
by a spent ball, and that Lieut. Marcom's life was
saved by the stock of his pistol, and Buman’s by a
powder flask in his breast pocket. The enemy be-

fore the fight at Virgin Bay, were on their way to
attack General Walker and his party at San Juan;

3*
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but finding the latter had started for Virgin Bay,
they changed their course for that point. They
had apparently been very sure of success, as they
had their bayonets greased for the butchery of
their opponents, and a quantity of torches made
with which to set fire to the place.

After the battle at Virgin Bay, the forces of Gen.
Walker returned to San Juan del Sur, where they
arrived on the 5th of September, and where for seve-
ral days small parties of the scattered enemy came
in and joined them. They all agreed in saying that

“nearly the whole force was scattered through the
mountains, and had thrown away their arms. They
must bave lost about four hundred muskets, which
in their then present condition they could ill afford
to do. At Virgin Bay the citizens were very much
pleased with the Americans.

On the night of the 12th a detachment was sent
-out as an ambuscade about five miles on the Rivas
road, where they remained till 6 o'clock through
heavy rains. They then started for Virgin Bay,
where they arrived at 12 M. About two hours
after the passage of the troops by the junction of
the Rivas and Transit roads the enemy, about six
hundred strong, headed by Generals Corral and

- Guardiola, made their appearance, but learning of
General Walker’s march to Virgin Bay, fell back
on Rivas. On the following morning the forces re-
turned to San Juan, where they remained until the
arrival of the Cortes with réenforcements. under
Lieutenant-Colonel Gilman.
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After the return to San Juan, about the 9th of
September, death from cholera began to occur
among the troops there, and the inhabitants through-
out the country. On the 9th a man named Conolly
died at San Juan, and news was brought in soon
after of thedeath of Castellon, by the same disease,
at Leon. In Chinandega and Leon, up to the 15th
of September, over 600 persons had fallen victims
to this terrible disease ; and at Granada and Rivas
it had been equally fatal. With death in its most
horrid form thus staring them in the face, the little
liberating army were stationed at San Juan. Al-
though the prospect and the fear may have blanched
their cheeks when they thought of them, they
quailed not, nor faltered. They had counted the
- cost, and their commander, firm but kind, cheered
and animated his men by his own example.

On the 11th of September, news came in that
Guardiolaand Gen. Ponciano Corral had been quar-
relling, and that the latter had assumed the com-
mand of the army.

As a specimen of the manner in which Gen.
Walker kept peace and quiet among his native
forces, it is stated that, on the night of September
16th, two of the native officers were quarrelling all
night, and that in the morning the General made
them go out to settle the matter by a duel. The
matter, however, was compromised after their arrival
on the ground.

On the 17th of September, thirty-one native
troops came in from Managua, and joined Gen.
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‘Walker’s forces. Four men also arrived from Cali-
fornia, and joined the little army. At this time
it was expected that General Jerez, with 800 men,
was about to march to San Juan for the purpose of
making an attack upon General Walker's forces.
The commander, in expectation of this, kept up in
his little army a military discipline worthy of Na-
poleon, drilling the men constantly. On the 24th of
September an election was held for 2d and 3d
Lieutenants of the company, which resulted in the
choice of D. Bailey for the 2d, and George R. Cas-
ton for 3d Lieutenant. On the same day, four more
rifle recruits joined the army, which made in all
eleven who had joined since the airival of the last
steamer. A correspondent of the San Francisco
Times and Transcript, writing from on board the ’
steamship Sterra Nevada, at sea, in October, 1855,
in speaking of Walker's forces at San Juan, uses
the following language: o

“ Gen. Walker’s presence seems gratifying to the Americans
at Sen Juan. He is comsidered Civil and Military Governor,
conducting matters to the satisfaction of all, upon American
principles. For instance, while we were there, a young man
was arrested for robbery. Gen. Walker formed a court, com-
posed of his men, Capt. Hornsby prosecuting attorney, and
Capt. McQuillan counsel for defence. The prisoner received a
fair trial, and was acquitted for want of evidence to sustain the
. eharge. The result seemed to give general satisfaction..

“ The natives appear to live in love and fear of -the Expedi-
tionists, and there is no fear of a repetition of the Rivas be-
trayal. )

“The appearance of Walker and his men is truly striking, and
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reminds ‘one of novel descriptions of forest brigands. Their
- dress consists of heavy felt hats, with red ribbon, blue woollen
shirts, coarse pants, and heavy boots ; a strap around their waist
eontmns revolver and knife, and rifle in hand finds them fully
"eqmpped. Many of them are perfect gentlemen, of good fami-
] Yes and education, who, no doubt, from change of fortune in the
fluctuating land of California, have been induced to embrace
this hazardous expedition. Truly they are a brave body of
men.
. “On the arrival of the Sierra Nevada at San Juan, search was
made by Gen. Walker for one Guadalupe Saenz, from Granada,
Wwhom it was thought was the agent of the enemy for the purchase
" of arms, &c., bringing them withhim. The search proved fruit-
less, neither he mor any arms being found. On the third day
from San Juan for California, he made his appearance from
where he had been secreted by one of the men connected with
the boat. It was well he was not discovered, for he would most
certainly have suffered death.” |

. The threatened attack by General Jerez did not
occur; and nothing of importance took place until
the 8d of October, when the Cortez arrived at San
Juan, having on board Lieut.-Col. Gilman, Captain
George R. Davidson, and thirty-five recruits from
‘Ban’ Francisco. Here was planncd the

At

OAPTURE OF GRANADA.

~The newly-arrived were much pleased to find
General Walker with his forces in that town, as it
was generally expected to hear of his being in the
interior, either at Leon, Chinandega, or Rivas. The
" disembarkation took place quietly, and they were
quartered in the Columbia House. The same day
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they were ordered to hold themselves in readiness
to accompany the treasure train to Virgin Bay.
They started at 5 o'clock, P.M., and after safely es-
corting the train, returned, reaching their quarters
about daylight. General Walker and his forces re-
mained in San Juan until the 10th of October.
During the interim the organization of the battalion
was completed, which resulted in the formation of
two new companies. The company then existing
was commanded by Captain John Markham. M.
Brewster was appointed to the command of Company
B, and Mr. Geo. R. Davidson was unanimously elect-
ed captain of Company C. General Walker further
had the good fortune to obtain from the commander
of the clipper-ship Queen of the Pacific (then dis:
charging coal in San Juan del Sur) a fine sxx-pound-
er, which was brought ashore and mounted.
Everything having been duly prepared, on the
10th of October General Walker took up the line
of march for Virgin Bay, at which place he arrived
the same evening. The Americans were quartered
at the different hotels, sentries posted, piequet-guards
of native troops stationed without the town; and the
night passed off quietly, though the enemy were only

distant eight miles, and every reason existed for ex-

pecting a night attack.

The next morning a person who was reoognmed
as an officer of the opposite party, was arrested,
tried, and condemned as a spy, by a court cf native

officers. He was shot immediately after the paasaga-

of the sentence.

Digitizec WGOOSIC
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=s~About 6 P.M. the steamer Virgin came to an-
chor abreast the town, close to the embarcadero.
"By order of General Walker, Col. Hornsby took a
party of men and boarded her. That something of
‘importance was about to take place was evident, but
no one knew exactly what it was to be.

- The following day orders were given to prepare
to embark, and at 2 o’clock P.M, the embarkation of
the men commenced, and shortly after 5 o’clock they

_were steaming up the lake towards Granada. The
.eaptains of Companies B and C were both sick with
fever; but as neither were men that would allow
their companies to go into action unaccompanied by
themselves, while able to raise an arm, it is not sur-
_prising, from the fatigue they underwent, that they
afterwards suffered more acutely from the effects of
umulmght amarch.

. About midnight, and after about seven hours’
steaming, a point on the lake-shore, distant from
Granada, in a north-easterly direction, about four
miles, was reached. The disembarkation com-

the Americans landing first and forming on

' Wh. Then followed the native troops, some
thyee hundred strong, under General Valle. The
night was dark and threatened rain. The thick
tropical growth extended almost to the very edge
of the lake. None of the Americans knew in which

~ direction they were to march, and the tendency of
everything was to produce confusion -and disorder ;
yet the self-reliance of the Americans, backed by
the energy and discretion of the officers, overcame
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all difficulties, and order governed the' whole pro-
ceeding.

At length all were on shore, the companies form-
ed, and orders to march were given. Slowly and
cautiously they began to pick their way through
the darkness and thick underwood. As they ad-
vanced in single file along a muddy trail, guided by
some native officers, the day began to dawn. Two
or three times they halted; the advance having
found a native on his way to his daily labor, ques-
tions were asked and contradictory answers received,
which led to the opinion that they might find some
three hundred of the enemy on the plaza. One, a
native, was brought along as a guide, and dismissed
upon arriving in the suburbs. Col: Gilman, in
company, with Gen. Valle, were on horseback, on
account of their lameness. They, in eompany with
Col. Hornsby, were to be seen at the head of the
line. Gen. Walker, though on foot, was to be seen
everywhere.

After a march of four miles the little army came
upon the outskirts of the town; unconsclously their
pace was quickened ; at last the order was given to
advance in double-quick time, which was done with
a cheer. 'At length the old Western whoop was
given, which must have aroused many a slothful
guardian from his couch, and the whole force ad-
vanced on a barricade in one of the streets, and
gained the place without any resistance. At this
point some little fighting was done, which resulted
in one killed on their side (a native drummer), and
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sortiz ifteen of the enemy killed and several taken
prisoners. When the fighting was over a few
. Americans had -their attention drawn towards the
,8an Francisco church by a few shots fired out of the
belfry. Upon arriving on the spot, they found
about eighty prisoners—men, women, and children—
in the most abject state of misery, and in chains, all
of whom were immediately released.
.~ 'The city being secured, the next step was to get
possession of the fort. This fort is situated about a
toile east of the city, and on the banks of the lake.
3t mounted one twenty-four and two eighteen pound-
ers, and-forty armed men. For this assault Lieut.-
Col. Gilman and twenty-five Americans were detail-
,ed. On arriving at their place of destination they
got a warm reception from the enemy, who were
stationed behind logs, posts, and boats drawn upon
the beach. The gallant colonel ordered his men not
to waste a shot until they could * draw on the white
of their eye;” they advanced cautiously, but coolly,
when tliey commenced a brisk fire, which drovethe
-eficity! through the fort and into the boats. When
cuargifig on the city Col. Hornsby led the American
_battalion; and though there were many fast ones in
. the crowd, the colonel kept his position in the van,
being the first on the place, and burning the first
powder on the enemy with his trusty and well-tried
_rifle. Gen. Walker, with his usual coolness and brav-
ery, was everywhere conspicuous—the profundity
of intellect displayed in his generalship raising him
still higher in the estimation of his fellow-soldiers.
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' Thus General Walker, with a force of 110 men,
having left all the native troops behind, took the
Grand Plaza and captured their entire artillery, and
from 300 to 400 prisoners, who surrendered after
‘Walker's party had killed but 10 men. Walker’s
loss was only one shghtly wounded.

This was the morning of the 13th of October,
only three days after Gen. Walker's departure from
-San Juan. And thusended the battle of Granada, the
Sebastopol of Nicaragua, and with its seizure a new
era may be said to have commenced in the history
of Nicaragua and of Gen. Walker. From this
time henceforward, things assumed a new aspect, and
‘Walker was no longer regarded as a petty adven-
turer, but had given evidence, at least, that if he was
an adventurer, he was one capable of carrying into
_effect his intentions; and he was now Military
Commander in the vanquished stronghold of Nica-
ragus. On Sunday, the 14th of October, the day
after the capture of, this city, a meeting of the
native citizens was held, and resolutions were
adopted offering to Gen. Walker the Presidency. _
The address was signed by Rosaria Vivas, Sebastian
Marenco, Pedro Quadra, the Lacayas, and many
others. This Gen. Walker declined in favor of
Gen. Corral. A committee of citizens, joined by
the priests and Mr. Juan Ruiz, late Minister of War,
and Mr. Mateo Mayorga, late Minister of Foreign
relations, called upon the - American minister, Col.
Wheeler, as also Capt. Scott, the general agent of
- the Transit Company, and requested that he would.

s
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proceed to Rivas, where Gen. Corral was with pro-
positions of peace. Col. Wheeler declined, as he did
not wish to compromise his Government in any shape.
But when it was urged by the supplications, even to
tears, of these persons, and that no doubt existed in
the minds of any that thus peace would be settled,
and that such interference was not unusual in the
diplomatic history of every condition, civilized or
savage, he consented, and left the city at midnight,
accompanied by Mr. Juan Ruiz, who gave his parole
of honor to return with him, and by his private
secretary, Thomas F. Van Dyke, Esq. They reached
Rivas about 2 o’clock on Monday the 15th, which
place was strongly fortified by the forces of Corral ;
but Corral was absent. After remaining a few
hours, he ordered his horses with the intention of
returning, when he was informed that he must re-
main, and the soldiers, with their arms, were placed
at his door. He remonstrated against such conduct
as a great violation of his rights, and a deliberate
and wanton insult to the American Government.
He was thus kept for two days, when his friends in
Virgin Bay becoming apprehensive of his safety and
life, dispatched a courier (Mr. Mills) to ascertain
the facts, who was unable to penetrate Rivas, but by
a kind native woman he was told of the perilous
condition of the United States Minister, and who
begged him to return immediately. The steamer
Virgin was then despatched to Saint George, the
nearest point to Rivas by water, under charge of Capt.
Scott, who fired four cannon, heavily shotted. This-
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alarmed the Governor and prefect, Col. F. Xatruche,
and Edward Castello. Col. Wheeler sent the gov-
ernor word by the Minister of War, that if he was
detained another day his friends would attack Rivas,
and not a man of them would be spared ; that they
might take his life, but that his Government was able
and ready to protect him. The governor then
granted him a passport, permitting him to depart on
the next day at 4 o’clock P. M. In the morning Col.
Wheeler determined to start at 7 - o'clock, and so
informed the governor, who now agreed; an: escort
of about a hundred men accompanied him as far as
St. George. The solemn pledge of the Secreta.ry of
War was shamefully violated by his remaining at
Rivas,

‘Gen. Corral dispatched a courier to Col. Wheeler,
and the following correspondence took place:

[Literal translation.]

‘CoMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE ARMY OF THE ]
. RePUBLIC OF NICARAGUA, ;
HEAD-QUARTERS, ma.rchmg, Oct. 17 1855’

placed in the imperious necessity to manifest to the Mimstél“;of .

the United States of America, that in consequence of lnx’!etum
to the city of Granada, in the steamer of the Accessory Tradsit
Company, taken by the chief commanding the forces who ocempy
that place, with the object to hurt, or intending to hurt, the
forces of the supreme Government who have the honor to com:
mand in Rivas; I will now inform you that I am not, or will nat
be, responsible for what may happen to you personally; Yor

having interfered in our domestic dissensions to the prejudiee of -

the supreme Government, who has recognized and admitted him,
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asmuch as the same made himself bearer of communications and
proclamations against the legitimately-recognized authority :
therefore, I now protest, and I give you notice, that on this same
date I.informed the Secretary of State of the United States,
Gov. Marcy, and the newspapers of New York. I am your dear
servant, D. F. L.
PONCIANO CORRAL.

Lzeation U. 8. A., ¥ear RePuBLIC OF NICARAGUA.
Virgin Bay, Oct. 18, 1855. }
*.To GexEraL Poxcrano Corrar: I have the honor to ac-
knowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday, in which you
inform me that you are “ compelled to manifest to me your pro-
test against my return to the city of Granada with the object of
injury to the forces under your command in the town of Rivas.”
I reply that I had no such object in visiting Rivas, as will
appear more fully by a letter which I wrote to the military
governor of that department, a copy of which I enclose to you.
I had no personal desire to leave Granada; but influenced by
the chief citizens of Granada (your own friends), the veverable
fathers of the church, the tears of your sisters, daughters, and
others, I oconsented to visit you, in company with Don Juan
Ruig, the Minister of War and your superior in office, bearing
the olive branch of peace,and a proposition from the command-
.er-general of the democratic forces to make you the provisional
president of the republic.
‘When I found that you were absent, and when I desired to
-réfurn to this place, judge my surprise when I was informed
both by the prefect and the governor, that I could not return—
and was thus held for two days actually a prisoner of war, with
my secretary, servants, and my national flag. For this gross act
of the violation of the laws of nations and my rights as an am-
bassador, I protest ; and be assured, General, that my Govern-
ment will hold you and your Government to a severe responsi-
bility for this lawless act.
You farther inform me that if I return to Granada, that you
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will not be responsible for my personal safety, and you will in-
form Governor Marcy, the Secretary of State, and the news-
papers of New York, of my proceedings in this matter.

In reply, I inform you that when I have kept my word of -

honor, given to the Governor of Rivas, to remain here two days
to await your reply, I shall return to Granada, and that I do
not request, nor have I ever requested of you to be responsible
for my personal safety ; the flag of the United States is suffi-
ciently powerful for my protection, backed as it is by a patriotic
President and thirty millions of people.

I have myself informed Governor Marcy of these matters, and
I feel no way responsible to you or to the newspapers of New
York for my official conduct.

Yours, faithfully, JOHN H. WHEELER,
Minister U. S. A., near Republic of Nicaragua.

Minister Wheeler took his departure for Virgin
Bay, and thence returned to Granada.

On the 15th of October, the steamer Cories ar-
rived at San Juan with a large number of passen-
gers and Ool. B. D. Fry’s Nicaraguan battalion of
sixty men from San Francisco, and also Col. Parker
H. French, who having completed his arrangements
in California, had come to cast hls lot permanently
in Nicaragua.

Col. B. D. Fry had the command of the battahon ;
the other officers were Major E. Sanders, Captains
Sam. Austin, Charles Turnbull and Jesse Hambleton :
Lieutenants Sashbrook, Rudler, Jones and Archi-
bald. They were as fine and brave a body of men
as ever stood under arms. On Thursday the 18th
they arrived at Virgin Bay, and proceeded on board
the steamer Virgin, together with the passengers
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and specie. The intention of Col. Fry and Mr.
French was to take San Carlos by surprise, if pos-
sible, or otherwise if necessary, as they had been
led to suppose that a bold demand to surrender the
place would be followed by compliance, and it was
finally resolved to make the demand. As the
steamer approached in long cannon range, a boat
was sent on. shore with the captain and two of his
crew, bearing a note demanding the immediate sur-
render of the fort.

As soon as the contents of the note were known,
the captain of the steamer Virgin, who went
ashore with two of his men, were at once made
prisoners, and the steamer fired into five times with
twelve-pound shot. The shot was well directed,
but fell short of the steamer, which was about a
mile distant. A detachment of Walker’s riflemen,
under Capt. Turnbull, was then sent ashore to take
the fort, but a heavy rain setting in, which wet their
ammunition, and as they could land only in a nar-
row neck: of land upon which the cannon of the fort
bore directly, they returned to the Virgin, which
proceeded for Virgin Bay. The passengers from
New York came up and arrived at Fort San Carlos
‘about one hour after the Virgin had left. The San
Carlos (steamer), Captain Slocum, was hailed from
the fort, when Captain Slocum came to and let go
his anchor some distance before passing the fort.
The anchor had been down about five minutes, when
an eighteen-pound ball was fired at the steamer and

struck her forward, passing through and damaging
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her machinery, and entering as it passed through the
upper deck, instantly killing Mrs.- Alexander White,
of Clinton, Almeda county, California, and taking
both legs off her child, who lived some five or six
hours. Another child of the same family had his
foot injured with the same shot, but would recover.
About fifty rifle shots were directed against the
pilot house. After remaining about eight hours to
repair, &c., the San Carlos steamed for Virgin Bay.

The mother and child were buried ashore at Sa.n
Carlos.

*On the 19th, the steamer the Virgin proeeeded
to Granada with Col. Fry's battalion. They were
received by their fellow-countrymen and fellow-
laborers with loud vivas and a salute of democratic
thunder—the hells of the city pealed out their joy-
ous notes of welcome. They had come too late to
participate in the. stirring events which preceded
and accompanied the conquest of Granada, but they
were there to add their strength, and give their aid
and  encouragement to the events of Nicaragua's
fature.

On the evening of Octoben 19th, the passengers
waiting for transit were surprised in Virgin Bay by
a troop of horsemen, preceded by about one hun-
dred infantry, marching up in front of the com-
pany’s office. This body fired about seventy shots
at and over the heads of the passengers, who were
crowded around and in the vicinity of the office.
Many of the passengers fled into the woods, but a
few secured themselves in the office. These were
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taken, searched, and their revolvers carried off from
them. As the government troops found no soldiers
of Gen. Walker's party among the passengers, the
latter were assured of security and protection. The
Colonel in command assured them that as soon as
a boat arrived, he would send an officer with them
or give them a passport that would enable them to
pass the fort of San Carlos unmolested. He also
detailed some of his men to accompany passengers
into the suburbs with lanterns, in search of those
whohad fled. Some werefound, but most of them—
including even wounded persons—remained all night
in the woods. The boat Virgin came up to her
usual anchorage in Virgin Bay, at 1 o’clock on the
morning of the 20th, and fired a signal gun; but as
the agent was powerless, no light was shown in
response, and she left, but again returned about
9 o'clock. As she came to anchor, the troops were,
for some reason, marched out of town, and it was
rumorzed that they had set out for San Juan del
Sur. On Sunday, the 21st, all the passengers re-
maining in town embarked on board the Virgin,
- which boat brought them to fort San Carlos, at the
Ometepe mountain, in the centre of the lake, were
they remained, waiting for an opportunity to leave
the State. :
The two boats— Virgin and San Carlos—re-
turned to Virgin Bay to take on beard any return-
ed passengers that might present themselves, and
then proceed to Granada, for the sole purpose of
calling upon - the United States Minister, Col.
4
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Wheeler, for protection. The Virgin recelved
about thirty-five passengers who had been missing
on the previous day—and of whom two were badly
wounded. Some had made their way back to San
Juan del Sur, and taken passage back to San Fran-
cisco in the Uncle Sam. One passenger—Rev. Mr. |
Henry—had walked some twenty miles, notwith-

standing that he had a shot through his hip. '

Col. Cushing, the company’s agent, who had been
previously arrested by the government troops, was
marched, on the 19th, under a strong escort, to
Rivas. He told the passengers by the Virgin to
take care of themselves, and intimated that he ex-
pected to be shot.

‘While the Virgin was in the harbor the second
time, a boat came alongside bearing a dispatch from
the government officer, threatening that if the Tran-
8it Company did not surrender and leave their boats
at Virgin Bay armed and manned, they would im-
mediately shoot Col. Cushing. The missing passen-
gers were also ordered toremain onshore. The boats,
however, made good their escape from the shore,
and before the last of them had reached the steamer,
the native women were seen running in all direc-
tions, indicating the approach of the enemy. Im-
mediately afterwards the dragoons were seen dash-
ing through the street down to the company’s office,
which they took possession of and barricaded, as
if they looked for heavy firing. Here they lowered
the United States flag to half mast. They then
demanded that a boat should be sent from the
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steamer, with some persons commissioned to hold
3 conference with them, but the officers did not

'c.hoose to run the risk of being carried as prisoners

to Rivas, and so declined the proposition. It was

- feared the troops would burn the town the same

evening, as they had threatened to do. At 5 P. M.

the same evening both boats left for Granada, where

the passengers put themselves under the protection
of the United States Minister, and were supplied
with good quarters.

The following are the names of those who were
killed at the outrageous attack on the passengers at
Virgin Bay:

' No 1—William Fitz, of Georgia. The deceased received a
.compound. fracture of the left shoulder, from the effects of which

he died on board the Star of the West, on her passage to New

York.
No. 2—John L. Boyd, of Indiana ; deceased was killed al-

‘most instantly. He was buried at Virgin Bay.

No. 3—Henry Davis, of Van Buren county, Towa ; deceased
was accompanied by his brother and cousin, to whom the sad
lot ‘of performing the last services to the dead was a mournful
task indeed. ‘

No.4—William Howard, of Lexington, Mo., but more recent-

Iy of Covington, Ky.

.~ No. 5—An unknown man, in relation to whom no information

whatever could be ascertained.
All of the above persons, with the exception of Mr. Fitz,
‘were interred at Virgin Bay.

From a conmderauon of these sad scenes we return
to Granada, where Col. Walker, having assumed the

rankof General, had organized his forces as follows :
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List of Officers in the American Battalion.

Gen. Wm. Walker, Col. C. C. Hornsby, Lieut-Col. Chas. J.
@ilman, Col. B. D. Fry, Surgeon Alex. M. Jones, Q. M. Capt.
W. H. Williamson, Commis. Dr. P. P. Cole, Asst. Commis. -
De Brisset Wendeville; Ordnance, Lieut. Edward Rawle;-
Adjutant, Lieut. Geo. R. Caston.

Coupany A.—Capt., John Markham ; First Lleut. Daniel
K. Bayley ; Second Lieut., Geo. R. Caston ; First Serg’t, W.J.

_ Merryman; Second Serg’t, Ira Munson; Flrst Corp., John B
Moore ; Second Corp., Robt. P. Gardner.

Courany B.—Capt., A. S. Brewster ; First Lieut., Geo. W,
Learnard ; First Serg’t, Wm. E. Moody ; Second ‘Serg’t, Geo.
Gist ;. First Corp., G. B. Richardson ; Second Corp., John
Brady , -

Coupany O.—Capt., Geo. R. Davxdson First Lieut., H M.
Grim ; First Serg't, Chas. L. Barrus; Seoond Serg't, Chadl L.
Flsher First Gorp, Thos. J Smith; Second Oorp, George
Carlisle,

~ Up to this time the list of killed in the expedition
is as follows:

Lieut.-Ool. Achllles Kewen, Ma.Jor Timothy Crocker, Serg’t '
Wm. 8. McIndee, Privates Wm. C. Cotham, Wm. Cole, Wm.
H. Bailey, Wm. Hews, John Wilson, Frank Cole, E. H. Easta-
brook.

At Granada the officers and men were quartered
in the various houses in the city, the General and
his staff occupying the Government house. The
men were delighted with having at last found a
resting-place, and were busy in hunting up clean
clothing and washerwomen. During the night after
the capture of Granada, a number of prominent men
in the Legitimist forces were taken prisoners, among



EXECUTION OF MAYORGA. 44

whom were Chamorro, brother of the former
President, Col. Jerez, Mayorga, Secretary of State,
and others. They were all placed upon parole of
honor, with Padre Vijil, the principal priest of
Granada, who was a man of liberal views, and who
had taken a decided part with the liberal party.
After the arrival of Col. Fry’s battalion, nothing
extraordinary occurred until the morning of Oct.
23d, when Mayorga, who had been tried for treason
by a court-martial of native officers, was taken out
in the plaza and shot. The native officers united
with General Walker, were anxious that all the
Legitimist officers who had been taken prisoners
should be shot, but General Walker would not per-
mit this to be done. Messengers were sent to Corral,
who was encamped at Masaya, about twelve miles
distant, invitinghim to come in and negotiate a peace.
Corral seemed anxious to do this, and negotiations
were pending for several days; and on the 28d of
Oct. the treaty of peace, which we give below, was
signed. ‘

TREATY.

Generals Willinm Walker and Ponciano Corral, being ani-
mated with the most sincere desire to put an end to the war
which has destroyed Nicaragua, and anxious to remedy so great
an evil, the first in virtue of fhe faculties given him, and the
second fally empowered by the Government which resided in this
city, have agreed, after mature discussion, in celebrating the
following Treaty: - ‘

1. From this day are suspended hostilities, and there shall be
peace and friendship between the belligerent armies.
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2. Patricio Rivas is named Provisional President of the Re-
public of Nicaragua for the term of fourteen months, unless the
President, in full Council of Ministers, should resolve to call an
election before the end of the term. )

3. The Ministers of State will be appointed by the President,
and will be taken from the four departments of which is com-
posed the Republic—one of War, one of Foreign and Internal
Affairs, one of Treasury, and the other of Public Credit.

4. The Provisional Government will respect, and have re-
spected, the chapters 2d, 3d, and 4th, and sections 2d and 3d of -
the general dispositions ¢f the Constitution of 1838.

5. There will be a general oblivion of all that has taken
place to this day for yolitical faults and opinions, and no one
will be molested or troubled for such.

6. The contracting parties and the Provisional President
oblige themselves to recognize all debts contracted by the belli-
gerent parties, whether it be for loans, exactions, or any other
cause.

7. The President will recognize the commissions and military
appointments of those who have served under the belligerents.

8. All those chiefs, officers, or citizens, who may wish tc
return from the Republic or cities, may do so with the guara.ntee
and security of their persons and property.

9. The French Legion may continue serving the Republic,
should they manifest a desire to become citizens of Nicaragua,
and in this case the Government will give to each the portion of
land that has been offered them. The arms they now use, as
they belong to private individuals, will be returned to their
owners.

10. General Walker will give orders to the forces thatm
attacking Managua to withdraw themselves to Leon, and reduce
their number to one hundred and fifty men ; when this will be
done, General Corral offers to reduce the forces of Mapagua to
the precise namber of one hundred men, under the command of
Gen. Martinez, those of Masaya to fifty men, under command of
Colonel Don Linni Cezar, or another honorable chief.
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11, The forces of Rivas will remain under the command of
Gen. Hatruch, and the Provisional Government will appoint the
chief officers, and regulate the nimber of men that will be on
duty in that department.

12. The Governments that have heretofore existed in Nicara-
gusa during this war, will cease, when the Generals shall notify
them of this treaty. .

Dore in the city of Granada this twenty-third day of October,

in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
fifty-five.

ADDITIONAL ARTICLES.

1. Twenty-four hours after the arrival in this city of the
Provisional President of the Republic, the army that Gen. Corral
commands in Masaya will enter this city, when, united with that
of Gen. Walker, the President and both Generals will proceed
to the Church to return thanks to the God of Armies for the
termination of the war.

General Walker will be recognized as General-in-Chief of the
Army of the Republic, and named by a decree of the Govern-
ment.

General Corral will deliver the command, armament and mu-
nitions of war, unless the Government disposes otherwise.

2. The Government of the Republic will reside in this city,
and will here receive the Ministers and Consuls of foreign
nations.

3. Both armies will use no other device than a blue ribbon,
with the inscription “ Nicaragua Independiente.” The Great
Seal, the arms and inscriptions of the banners and standards, will
also bmve the same motto.

(Signed,) '~ WM. WALKER,

Opmmander-in-Chief of the Democratic Army that ocoupies
Granada.

(Signed,) PONCIANO CORRAL,

General-in-Chief of the forces of the Republic.
GraxaDa, October 23, 1855.
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In virtue of the full powers that by decree of yesterday were
conferred upon me, I oblige myself to respect, and have complied
with the foregoing.

(Signed,) PONCIANO CORRAL,
L . General-in-Chief.
Granapa, October 23, 1855.

On the 29th of October, all the preliminaries hav-
ing been arranged at eleven o’clock A.M., the Demo-
cratic troops were drawn up on the plaza, opposite
the church, for the purpose of receiving Gen. Corral.
All the troops were drawn up with the exception
of Capt. Turnbull’s company, who had gone out to
escort Corral and his army in. At twelve o'clock,
noon, Corral and his army marched in, and formed
on the south and west sides of the plaza. Capt.
Turnbull drew his company up before the Cathedral.
@Generals Walker and Corral, with their respective
staffs, all mounted on fine steeds, met in the centre
of the plaza, embraced, dismounted and entered the
Cathedral, led by Padre Vijil and several other
priests in their robes, who met them at the door of
the cathedral. Thanksgiving for peace, administra-
tion of oaths to perpetuate the peace, and other
forms were gone through, when Padre Vijil as-
cended the pulpit, and delivered an address highly
complimentary to Gen. Walker. In his remarks
he said, “I have preached peace, liberty, and pro-
gression to you, and you have cried more blood.
Look at that man, Gen. Walker, sent by Providence
to bring peace, prosperity, and happiness to this
blood-stained, unhappy country. We all owe him
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and his brave men many thanks. T charge you to
keep this peace, which promises so much for our
country, for us, for all, etc., etc.” When they came
out of church, and had mounted, they rode to the
middle of the plaza. Gens. Walker and Corral leav-
ing their staffs, rode up and down Corral’s army
first—Walker with hat off saluting the troops; and
then they rode up and down Walker’s army, Corral
with hat off saluting. They then separated, and the
troops were marched to their quarters. It was a
grand and beautiful spectacle, and a proud position
~ for Gen. Walker, with another army put under his
command; and he bore himself with" becommg
dignity. He was mounted on the finest horse in
sight, and all felt proud of him, and proud in him.

After the ceremonies at the church, the troops
proceeded to quarters, and the heads of the new
government were announced as follows:

Don Partricio Rivas, President.

GEN. JEREZ, Minister of Relations.

CoL. P. H. FrENCH, Minister of Hacienda.

Cor. BUENAVENTURA SELVA, Minister of War.

Dox FErMIN FERRER, Minister of Public Credit.

Thus sixteen days after Gen. Walker's entrance
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