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CHAPTER X

VILLAGE-SITE AND CAVES AT LA PATana

A FTER establishing our temporary
\ | headquarters at Finca Sitges, the
@PE®¥] home of Sr Rey, our first task
was to examine the situation at
La Patana, a journey which had to be made
on foot down over the cliffs, and the Mesa of
La Papaya, which forms the highest step of
the series before reaching the summit pla-
teau of Gran Tierra de Maya, La Patana
being the next large step below La Papaya.
First we visited Sr Mosquera the elder, two
of whose sons had worked or us, himself
an old Spaniard, who had married an In-
dian woman and lived with their sons and
daughters and their families, in a veritable
little village of palm-thatched bokios, each
occupied by one of the old couple’s offspring.
One of the sons was detailed to show us the
prospects, and it took but little examina-
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tion of the village-site and caves on our part
to convince us that the place was well worth
exploring.

TRAIL CUT TO LA PATANA

The problem then arose as to how to get
our camp outfit in, for it was plain that no
pack-mules could travel the steep trail over
the two sets of cliffs by which we had come
on foot from Gran Tierra. The Mosqueras
had no horses or mules, for they raised
most of their food at home, and sold only
honey and beeswax which they-carried out
on their backs, and for this reason had
never cut a mule trail out to civilization; so
this task fell to us, and we were obliged to
spend a number of days hewing, with axe
and machete, a path wide enough for laden
mules through miles of tropical forest along
the mesa to the main trail from Gran
Tierra to Maisi. Several rocky ledges had
to be crossed also, and in these many danger-
ous holes had to be filled with rocks and
earth before we were finally able to get our
saddle-horses and pack-mules in and to set
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up camp in a convenient spot about half-
way between the caves and the village-site.

THE WATER PROBLEM

The fresh water problem we solved, as
had the Indians and their successors the
Mosqueras, by bringing our supply fresh
every day from water-holes in the caves;
groceries were brought from Sr Rey’s store
at Finca Sitges, while such things as sweet
potatoes and pldtanos, or cooking bananas,
we bought from our neighbors.

SURROUNDINGS AT LA PATANA

On looking about us we found La Patana
to be a narrow mesa or shelf, averaging a
quarter of a mile wide, extending from the
Ovando cafion northward to the brink of
the cafion of the Rio Maya, bounded on the
west by the base of a wall-like cliff contain-
ing many caves, to the east by the brink of
another and lower prec\ipice. In some spots
there is quite a layer of soil, which seems
rich; in other places nothing but the rough
coral limestone may be seen, with just
enough soil in its crevices to give foothold
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to a forest which seems to thrive equally
well in the rocks as in the areas of real soil;
a forest in which the only clearings now vis-
ible are the little fields of the Mosqueras.

VILLAGE-SITE

The ancient village-site (No. 17, plL
xxvir), lies about half-way between the

Fi6. 66.—Poisherd with grotesque head (Taino) from
village-site at La Patana, Maisi. (Length, 3 in.)

base of the western cliff and the brink
of the eastern, mainly in one of these little
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fields, but runs off into a new clearing,
where most of the excavations were made,
and into the adjoining woods (pl. Lm).
Remains of fairly high middens were ob-

Fi16. 67.—Potsherd wjth grotesque figure (Taino) from
village-site at La Patana, Maisi. (Length, 7 in.)
served in the field, but so dug to pieces by
the Mosqueras that their forms could not be
traced, while outside the field there were no
distinct middens, but simply village refuse
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refuse deposit was composed, as usual, of

in patches, sometimes reaching a depth of
fifteen inches and covering, including the
part within the field, a#bout an acre and a
half.

The Deposit.—Specimens Found.—The

F1c. 68.—Jingler of shell F1c. 69.—Ear-plug of
(Tzino) from village-site at  shell (Taino) from village-
La Patana, Maisi. (Length, site at La Patana, Maisi.
2in.). (Diameter, .6 in )

soil mixed with ashes, charcoal, and ter-
restrial and marine shells, and contained
potsherds (in several instances, restorable
vessels), many of them highly decorated
and bearing grotesque heads (figs. 66, 67),
ornaments of shell, including pendants and
jinglers (fig. 68), and ear-plugs (fig. 69).
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stone and shell beads, fragments of curious
small clay idols or dolls, one of which (re-
stored) is shown in fig. 70, an unusually

F16. 70.—Dol or fetish of clay (Taino). restored from
fragments, from village-site at La Patana, Maisi. (Height,
about § in.)

good pestle of coralline stone, a fragment of
a dish made from the bone of some large
cetacean, showing fine carving, celts of
petaloid type.—and the rubbing stones used

AND MONOGRAPHS




254

CUBA

in making them,—in short, a typical collec-
tion of the Taino culture. The usual bones
of jutias, fish, and turtles were also un-
earthed, representing the animal foods of the
ancient inhabitants. It should be remem-
bered also that the beautiful wooden plat-
ter shown in the frontispiece, mentioned in
Chapter VIII, one of the finest pieces of
Taino art, was found in a cave not far from
this village-site.

BURIAL CAVE 1

While the major part of La Patana col-
lection came from this village-site, the most
interesting and unusual results were derived
from the caves (No. 18), the first of which,
called in our notes Burial Cave 1 (pl
rma), was found by one of the Mosqueras
not far south of the village-site. En-
countering a dry cave, he scratched therein
and unearthed a piece of skull to which
still clung a wisp of faded black hair.

Our digging showed the floor to be a yel-
lowish loam, full of disintegrated limestone,
about twenty inches deep to rock-bottom
and slanting gently upward toward the
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back of the irregular shallow cave, which
was only about thirty-five feet deep.

A Taino Burial.—At the point indicated
on the plan (pl. 11v), the nearly perfect
skeleton of an old man was found, heading
northeast and facing southwest, the skull
only eight inches from the surface, the hips
twelve inches. Lying partly on the left
side, its legs were flexed and the hands
crossed on the abdomen, as shown in the
photograph (pl. Lv). The skull was arti-
ficially flattened to a very marked degree,
and about it still remained traces of hair,
while pieces of coarse fiber cord appeared
near the head, and particularly near the
hips, where it may have formed part of some
kind of breechcloth. The bones were clearly
those of a prehistoric Indian, but were much
better preserved than the skeletons with
natural skulls found in the caves frequented
by the Ciboney tribesmen, giving rise to the
conviction that these were probably the
remains of one of the Taino people, a theory
afterward borne out by the finding of a
number of flat-head skeletons in a Taino
village-site. It may be remarked here that,
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while flattened skulls are frequently found
on the surface in the inner rooms of caves,
it is very rare to find a skeleton of this sort
interred in the floor of a cave, although
skeletons with natural skulls are commonly
so found. This specimen was given to Dr
de la Torre of Habana for the Cuban gov-
ernment, to be deposited in the Museo
Montané of the National University.

Other Burials.—Two burials of loose, dis-
jointed bones were then found, each at a
depth of about fourteen inches, one about
four feet northwest of the first skull, the
other six feet farther in the same direction,
the two deposits containing, between them,
the remains of three individuals. Some of
these had been disturbed when Mosquera
tested the cave. Nine feet north-north-
west of the skull of skeleton No. 1 were
found, eighteen inches deep, parts of the
skeleton of a child between two and three
years of age, but so disturbed that its
original position could not be determined,
except that the skull headed northwest.
Loose human bones, a few flint chips, some
bits of charcoal, and the claw of a great
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ground sloth (Megalocnus sp.), were found in
the general digging.

BURIAL CAVE 3

Cremated Remains.—A short distance
southwest of this cave, in the same bluff, we
found an open rock-shelter, some 30 ft.
long and 15 ft. deep, containing only about
six inches of soil underlaid by solid rock, a
soil which, on examination, proved to be
conmiposed largely of disintegrated bone
ashes, and filled with thousands of pieces of
burned and broken human bones lying
among slabs and pieces of rock—a condition
very similar to that observed at Boca Ca-
leta in the Cueva de Huesos. No artifacts
were discovered in this shelter, which was
probably either a crematory or a repository
for cremated remains. We recorded it in
our notes as Burial Cave 3.

BURIAL CAVE 2

This cave (they were named in order of
discovery), about 130 yards northeast of
Burial Cave 1, was a small chamber very
near the top of the cliff, its difficulty of

AND MONOGRAPHS




258

CUBA

access being increased by a perpendicular
climb of about seven feet just before reach-
ing its entrance. The mouth is a narrow,
high, open rock-shelter commanding a mag-
nificent view of the nearby wild and rocky
shores, and, on clear days, far in the dis-
tance across the Windward Passage the
misty blue mountains of Haiti, mountains
at whose feet nestle tiny white specks—the
houses along the coast.

Back of this entrance a very narrow pas-
sage of three or four feet leads to an irregu-
lar but roughly rectangular chamber, about
8 ft. wide by 10 ft. deep, whose height, be-
fore excavation, averaged 8 or 9 ft.

Wooden Platform—The first thing we
noticed on entering was the fact that in the
back part of the cave six ancient looking
poles, perhaps 2} in. to 3 in. in diameter,
had been wedged in so as to form a rude
rack, or platform, as shown in the accom-
panying sketch (fig. 71), about two feet
above the floor, upon which lay fragments of
two more poles which had rotted to such an
extent that they had broken of their own
weight. Removing some of the poles, we
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found from inspection of their ends that
they had been laboriously cut down and
hacked into proper lengths with a stone

R k
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Scale of Feet

F16. 71.—Section of Burial Cave No. 2, La Patana,
Maisi. (a, Rack of poles cut with stone axes; B, Layer of
guano containing decayed human bones; c, Ashes contain-
ing charred human bones.)
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hatchet, and, except in one case, without
the aid of fire.. Most of them, although of
hardwood, were in such a stage of decom-
position that they could not be preserved,
but we succeeded in finding a few that
seemed likely to hold together, and from
these we sawed the worked ends for ship-
ment to the Museum. )

Result of Excavations.—Digging revealed
the fact that the floor consisted of two
layers, the upper six inches deep and com-
posed almost entirely of bat guano, in
which, particularly under the rude platform,
were a number of badly decayed human|
bones arranged as if the poles had supported
a body, which, decaying, had fallen between
them in pieces which were gradually covered
by the ever-accumulating bat deposit, the
chemical constituents of which caused a
decay not commonly noticed when bones
are buried in ordinary soil. Beneath this
top layer was another, averaging two feet
deep and consisting of soil and ashes, plen-
tifully mixed with burnt fragments of human
bone, but without artifacts of any kind.
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CAVERNS

Perhaps a mile southwestward from Burial
Cave 2, and in the same cliff, lay the most
remarkable series of caverns encountered
during the whole expedition (No. 19 on
map). To reach the first of them we fol-
lowed the path worn by the feet of the
Mosqueras in their daily quest of water
southward from their village; this finally
turned to the right and ascended the rocky
slope, perhaps thirty feet to the foot of the
cliff, where we found a very small, low cave,
almost hidden behind a huge jagiiey tree.
Entering this, still following the trail, we
suddenly emerged into a large cave, with a
mouth fully 20 ft. high and 112 ft. long;
but this opening was so blocked with fallen
stones that it was easier to enter through
the small grotto.

BIG WATER CAVE

The high, vaulted roof of this stately
cavern is hung with a myriad of white stalac-
tites, while scattered here and there about
the floor are many massive stalagmites (pl.
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LvI), looking from a distance like groups of
statuary in an exhibition hall. The middle
of the chamber is occupied by a knoll of
fallen rocks and earth, behind which may be
found a number of natural basins in the rock,
affording good drinking water most of the
year; in fact they became dry only during
seasons of extreme drought.

The writer naturally thought that such a
spacious, clean, airy, and comparatively
well-lighted cavern would surely show traces
of long occupancy by the Indians, but such
was not the case, careful tests failing to show
any trace of them except a little camp-refuse
just inside the entrance.

A large pit in the floor of the southern
side of the entrance then attracted our
attention, but painstaking search failed to
find in it any traces of occupancy. We did,
however, find a passage extending from the
bottom of this pit back into the mountain,
and this we followed around several turns,
ever slanting downward. Suddenly we
were halted—the floor of our subterranean
corridor dropped into nothingness, for a
great chasm yawned before us. Awed by
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this discovery, we were standing in silence
when we noted a peculiar, distant, roaring
sound emanating from the abyss—sometimes
a little softer, sometimes a little louder, but
never ending—and try as we would, we
could not at first place it. Cautiously
dropping a stone over the edge, we fully
expected to hear it splash into water after a
lapse of time, but instead, we heard it ring
against rock almost immediately; but there
was still an interval sufficient between the
time of dropping and striking, to convince
us that we were high above the floor of the
gulf before us. About this time we noticed
bats flitting by, and as Dr Rodriguez
wished to catch some for the collection in
Habana, we turned down our lights and
waited while he tried for them with his
butterfly net. After our eyes became ac-
customed to the dim light, we noticed, to
our surprise, a faint ray of daylight far below
our level, on the opposite side of the black
void, which showed us that it must have
another connection with the outside. Then
the writer questioned the guide, who was
one of the Mosqueras, whether he knew of
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any opening from outside directly into the
cavern before us, to which he replied that
once when a boy he had been hunting
jutias, when one escaped from him into a
pit, from which it entered a hole in the rock.
Following, he found himself in a great, dark
chamber, and was so frightened that he
made his escape as fast as he could, and had
not returned since, but could still take us to
the place, which he thought might prove to
be the right one.

So he led us out of the cave and around the
face of the cliff to the southwest, where, on
emerging from the bushes, we came upon a
great hole, directly at the foot of the preci-
pice, along which it extended for about 220
ft., with a depth of 12 to 15 ft. and a width
of 20 ft., and was spanned in the middle by
a natural bridge The inevitable jagiiey
tree, apparently like the other two men-
tioned before, stood planted by a kindly
fate directly on the brink, but we did not
have to use its pendent roots, for there
was a tree growing in the pit, by means of
whose branches, together with a notched
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pole, we made our way more easily to the
bottom.

Several cave openings were noticed run-
ning into the cliff, into one of which, se-
lected at random, we made our way and
found ourselves in a great natural rotunda,
which, judging from the roaring sound
plainly audible, seemed to be the one we had
approached from above. To make sure,
two of the party were dispatched back
around to the other cave with a lantern, and
surely enough, after a time the flickering
light appeared in a little opening high above
the floor of the rotunda.

A search about this chamber, and several
test-holes made in the floor, revealed noth-
ing in the way of relics, but we were finally
able to locate the roaring sound as coming
from a passage opening westward, the
mouth of which was nearly blocked by large,
fallen rocks. Finding these difficult to
overcome, and remembering the other open-
ings near, we returned to the pit and tried
a large, roughly funnel-shaped cave-mouth
about 100 feet to the west. This led us
to a tunnel that extended into the passage
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blocked from the rotunda by the pile of
rocks, a spot where the roaring sound was
louder than we had heard it before. It
came from an opening about 25 ft. wide
and 15 ft. high, leading westward.

The Cockroackh Corridor—Turning into
this, we found ourselves in a tunnel on a
soft floor of bat guano, with a rocky ridge
down the middle, all of which was literally
crawling with thousands of great cock-
roaches—one could not step without crush-
ing them. Pressing on, we soon noticed
centipedes, some of them very large, moving
among the roaches, while the walls of the
passage were decorated with huge spider-
like creatures, which later proved to be a
species of tailless scorpion. Bats wheeled
overhead in large numbers, and filled the
air with their twittering squeaks of protest.
As we went on toward the ever-increasing
roar, the air grew hotter and hotter, and
more and more oppressive, until our clothing
became soaked with sweat. Finally, two
of the oil lanterns went out and could not
be relighted, and even the acetylene bulls-
eye began to flicker in the heavy air, so
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we were reluctantly compelled to turn back
without solving the mystery. On our way
out, the author noticed a little mound of
struggling cockroaches, which he scattered
with his foot to see what had caused the
excitement, and found the body of a baby
bat already half-picked to a skeleton, which
aroused reflections not only as to how the
roaches of the cave found a living, but also
on what might happen to a man should he
faint and fall from lack of oxygen in that
dismal dungeon.

Rotunda of the Bats—Some days later we
tried again to unravel the secret of the cock-
roach corridor, and this time succeeded,
reaching the point where it debouched into
another great rotunda before the bad air
drove us back, and found that the roaring
sound proceeded from the wings of thou-
sands of bats flying round and round the
rotunda, looking for a place to light not
already occupied by one of their myriad
comrades. We found out later that it re-
quires nearly two hours for them to come
out of the cave every night, flying in a
steady stream. Thinking that the heat
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might come from their bodies, in the close
and unventilated cave, the writer reasoned
that the place must cool off somewhat dur-
ing the absence of the bats at night, and
that they must bring in with them a lot of
fresh air when they flocked back at dawn.
So we made a third attempt early one morn-
ing and found the temperature much lower
and the air distinctly better, so much so
that we were able to penetrate the cave to

‘| the middle of the bat’s rotunda, from which

point we could see the opening of still an-
other corridor leading westward. But we
were obliged to leave without exploring this,
as we could endure the fetid atmosphere no
longer.

CUEVA ZEMI

Petroglyphs.—On the way out, the writer
was searching the walls for rock-carvings
when he espied in a crevice a large boa, or
majd, which Dr Rodriguez succeeded in
capturing for the Parque Col6n in Habana.
On arriving at the entrance we sat down to
rest, tired and discouraged at finding such
slight traces of man in so wonderful a
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cavern; and the author watched idly while
one of the Indian aids removed his scant
clothing to bathe in a little natural pool on
the northern side of the entrance, and was
admiring the bronze beauty of the man’s
figure when his eye rested on the cave wall
back of the pool, and noticed thereon in
plain daylight, but partially hidden by a
mossy growth, some genuine ancient petro-
glyphs, the series shown in pl. Lvii, and a
little farther back another carving (pl.
rvir). Looking about for more, the writer
was astonished to find that a large stalag-
mite we had passed many times on our way
into the cave had not only a plainly marked
face, but indications of a body carved upon
it (pl. Lx).

The Zemi—The stalagmite stood some
fifty feet back from the shelter-line of the
cave-mouth, but in plain if subdued day-
light. About 4 feet high, it measured at
the base about 25 inches from north to
south, and nearly 7 feet from east to west,
an elongate form with two points projecting
upward, the westernmost short, with three
little hollows pecked into it and forming a
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rude face consisting of eyes and mouth only,
looking westward. The highest and largest
point of the formation rose from its eastern
end, and here we found the most carving,
the face first discovered, made by pecked-in
grooves, with mouth, nose, and eyes plainly
marked, while other grooves suggested
limbs and male genitals, and another groove
encircled the forehead like a head-band.
This image'faced east, and was so placed by
nature that at a certain time in the morning,
at least during our stay in June and July, a
shaft of sunlight striking through a crevice
fell full upon the face of the figure for a few
minutes. The south side of the head bore a
third rude face indicated by three shallow
depressions; the north side, in addition to
the groovings which may have represented
an ear of the large face, a fourth, this time
outlined with a groove, as may be seen in
the photograph (pl. Lx), to take which in a
satisfactory manner we had to whiten the
grooves with cassava starch.

Removal of the Image—The removal of
the image, or zemi, scemed impossible at
first, for it weighed 800 or 900 pounds;
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but the problem was finally solved by saw-‘

ing it into five pieces with the aid of a two-
man lumber saw (which had to be sharpened
very frequently), carrying these pieces by
hand out of the cave and up out of the pit,
loading them on mules and thus transporting
them to Maisi, where they were packed in
boxes made of wide cedar boards sawed out
by hand from the trees of the forest, and
loaded on a little schooner which touched
occasionally to bring provisions to the
lighthouse when the weather was good.
This in turn took them to Baracoa, where
they were shipped on board a Norwegian
fruiter to New York.

Specimens in Cueva Zemi.—Careful search
of the cave-mouth, the bottom of which was
very rocky, and which measured 60 ft. wide
and 120 ft. deep to the opening of the tun-
nel, revealed little, but a spot about 8 ft. in
diameter had been cleared in front of the

image, floored with blackened earth mixed

with ashes to the depth of about 8 in., which
yielded jutia, turtle, ground sloth, and fish
bones, and a few bits of chipped flint and
plain potsherds. Elsewhere in the cave,
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among the rocks, were found two sticks, ap-
parently worked by the Indians, and a num-
ber of potsherds, hammerstones, and the
like, but nothing to indicate plainly the
culture of the old inhabitants except the
handle of a vessel, a rubbing stone, and part
of an unfinished celt which looks very

'much as if it belonged to the Tainan culture.

Probably both peoples had been there. We
called the cavern “Cueva Zemi,” in honor
of the image, such things being called
cemi, or zemi, by the Taino Indians at the
time of the discovery, according to the old
writers; but the future traveler in La Patana
will do well to ask for the Cueva Cucaracha,
or “Cockroach Cave,” which more prosaic
appellation gained considerable vogue among
the natives; or, better still, the Cueva de los
Bichos, or “Cave of the Bugs.”
Explanation.—It seems probable that the
mysteries of the hot, dark, subterranean
chambers, the roaring sound, the millions of
cockroaches, and thousands of bats, existed
in Indian days, as well as now—if so, these
awe-inspiring phenomena may well have
caused the selection of this particular cave
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as a special spot for ‘“cavern worship,”
known to have existed also among the
related Indians of Haiti.

MYLODON CAVE

Passing northeastward through the large
rotunda where the roaring sound was first
heard, and several low-roofed chambers in
none of which did we find any trace of habi-
tation, we came at last to another cave
mouth, this opening but very little below the
level of the mesa. This we followed back-
ward and downward to about three hundred
feet through a wide and open passage into a
roomy chamber, perhaps seventy-five feet
in diameter, partly surrounded by a kind of
gallery at a considerable height above the
floor. The passage entered at the level of
this gallery, and was connected with the
floor by a natural inclined plane, down
which we passed, and found the bottom of
the chamber covered with a mixture of bat
guano, disintegrated limestone, and what
appeared to be ashes, averaging about four-
teen inches deep, but sometimes as much as
twenty-two inches before solid rock bottom
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was reached. This contained many marine
shells of the varieties known locally as sigua
and cobo, some broken to extract the animal,
a flint chip, and a number of claws and
bones of a ground sloth that we took to be a
Mylodon, but which turned out to be a
Megalocnus. We, however, cheerful in our
ignorance, named the place ‘“Mylodon
Cave,” which now is written into the
records and cannot well be changed. It
was plain that while the ancient people had
often been in this part of the cave, they had
not lived here regularly, for careful search
failed to reveal anything more except, lying
among the rocks, part of a pottery vessel
bearing a kind of cross-hatch decoration
like the pottery of Jamaica, sometimes in
eastern Cuba found on Ciboney sites.
Burials and Specimens.—The entrance
chamber, 21 ft. wide and 28 ft. deep,
with a mouth 8 ft. high, was then exam-
ined, a trench being dug along the eastern
side, which revealed a dark earth layer
ranging from 12 to 19 in. deep, containing
many potsherds, turtle-bones, fish-bones,
and other traces of Indian occupancy, and
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next to the eastern wall, covered by a pile of
stones mixed with very little earth, the skele-
ton of an old man, lying on its left side with
knees drawn up, heading southeastward.
Most of the skull and many of the other
bones, including all those of the feet, were
missing; the lower jaw was dislocated and
placed near the knees, as shown in the
photograph (pl. 1x1). As the trench was
continued, many bones of food animals
came to light, together with some worked
stones, including a large block of hematite;
while far underneath the shelving rock, at
the side, were the ribs, spine, and arm-
bones of a child about three years of age,
seven inches from the surface, the skull,
hips, and legs being missing. Tests else-
where near the entrance showed a shallow
refuse layer, but no further work was done.
Cultures Represented.—On the whole, the
objects found here seemed to belong to the
Ciboney culture, with a few potsherds
which might have come from the Taino.
After visiting a very beautiful cave, par-
ticularly rich in stalactites, just southwest
of the Cueva Zemi, and finding nothing
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there, we reluctantly left La Patana for the
equally sparse, if not quite so primitive,
settlement called San Lucas, across the
cafion of the Rio Maya, and considerably]
nearer to Cape Maisi.
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‘CHAPTER XI

THE Bic WaLL SITE

HILE working at La Patana, as
before related, word was brought
to us of a site where many celts
and other objects had been picked

up at a place called San Lucas, on the oppo-

site or northern side of the Rio Maya caiion,
and somewhat nearer to Cape Maisi, as in-
dicated by No. 20 on the map (pl. xxvir).

GENERAL FEATURES.—When we visited
the site, we found it occupying a low knoll,
perhaps an eighth of a mile from the cafion’s
brink, and about the same distance from the
foot of the second paredon, or cliff, counting
from Cape Maisi, from which cliff it was
separated by a shallow and rocky little
valley, growing deeper northward. The
entire top of the knoll was covered with
abundant signs of ancient habitation, an
area somewhat oval in form, about 460 feet
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long and 300 feet wide, including the refuse-
heaps on the slopes, the longer axis running
north-northwest to south-southeast, as may
be seen on the plan of the site (pl. Lx1r).
The slope of the wooded hillside was
slight southward toward the Rio Maya;
toward the east the land dipped gently
away, forested with dwarfish trees in the
direction of Cape Maisi; to the north, at
the end of a long, gradual, timbered incline,
lay the open fields of a little farm; but to
the west the declivity was steep, down into
the little valley; this was partly cleared,
revealing the fact that the soil, when not

blackened by village refuse, was a kind of

red clay.

Where the ancient inhabitants could have
obtained their water seemed at first a mys-
tery, as the “Rio” Maya is merely a dry
cafion except in times of especially heavy
rain, and there are no springs or brooks
about; but we soon found that the present
natives get their supply from a water-hole
in a nearby cave, and that there is a
casimba, or natural cistern, in the rocky
valley not far distant. Near it still lay the
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fragments of a large pottery vessel, prob-
ably brought to carry water back to the
village—brought once too often.

Bic WALL.—The most notable feature of
the place was a great elongate mound or
wall of earth bounding it ‘to the east (pl.
1LX1m), a structure 260 ft. in length, 30 to 40
ft. wide, and about 6 ft. high at the crest,
near the middle, but tapering off toward the
ends. This it was that led us to name the
place “Big Wall Site.” Near each end of
the wall, but west of it, was a small circular
mound, while another, still smaller, lay to
the northward of the center, on the brink
of the slope leading down to the little
valley. The respective positions of these
features are seen in the plan (pl. Lx1).

The appearance of things in general,
especially the part under culfivation, con-
vinced the writer that the site should be
explored. The owner, Sr Rumualdo Matos,
being willing, we moved our camp  thither
early in August, and set up our tents be-
neath the spreading branches of a huge
jagiiey tree, not far from the owner’s palm-
thatched cottage. Digging a few test-
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holes about the place, we soon found that
indications of habitations were so abundant
all over the top of the knoll that a little work
almost anywhere would uncover fragments
of pottery, a grinding-stone, or something
of the kind; and’ that wherever the soil was
worn or washed, as in the paths, careful
search would reveal beads of stone or of
shell.

REFUSE-HEAPS.—It was soon also dis-
covered that the slopes, almost all the way
around, were covered with refuse deposits,
particularly on the western hillside toward
the little valley, where the deepest of all lay
within the limits of the cultivated field,
reaching a depth of 4 feet 7 inches in places.
The photographs taken of this spot at the
time were not successful, so another was
made when the writer revisited the place in
1919 (pl. zx1v), at which time the field, once
cultivated, was found grown up in weeds
and undergrowth.

Our first trench was commenced in this
hillside midden at the bottom of the slope,
at the western end of the section marked
Trench 1 on the plan (pl. 1xm). On the
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surface was found a layer of red clay, which
grew thinner as we proceeded up the hill,
until it disappeared entirely® this had un-
doubtedly been washed down from above
since Indian days; then came a layer of dark
soil from 14 to 27 inches deep, containing

" Soale of Fest

F16. 72.—Section of the western edge, hillside refuse
deposit, Big Wall Site, San Lucas, Maisi. (A, Red clay;
B, Dark refuse layer with artifacts; ¢, Layer of crabclaws,
shells, and ashes, with artifacts; b, Rock.)

village refuse such as ashes, pieces of pot-
tery bowls and plates, including many effigy
handles; shell ornaments, whole and broken;
marine and terrestrial shells; animal bones,
and the like. Then at the bottom, as shown
in fig. 72, came a deposit or pocket, in the
rocky red clay subsoil, of almost pure crab-
claws, small snail-shells; and ashes. Occa-
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sional irregular ash-layers covering limited
areas were encountered throughout the
deposit, and similar layers of snail-shells,
mostly terrestrial, together with fish and
Jjudia bones, the whole mixed with red clay,
and often 8 inches thick.

Fic. 73.—’1‘y§>aical section of hillside refuse deposit,

Big Wall Site, San Lucas, Maisi. (A, Dark refuse, arti-
facts; B, Hard, yellow, gravelly soil, few artifacts; c, Snail-
shells, crab-claws, ashes, artifacts; b, Rocky red clay, no
artifacts.)

The depth of this hillside deposit averaged
30 to 36 inches, with some deeper and some
shallower places. In some places the layers
could hardly be distinguished, in others
they were quite well marked, as shown in
the typical section of Trench 3 given in
fig. 73, in which the top and third layers,
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both marked A, are of typical, dark, village
soil, full of débris; B is a hard, gravelly,
yellow layer, with very few objects; c
largely ashes, crab-claws and snail-shells;
and p the rocky, red, undisturbed clay form-
ing the subsoil.

The deposit reached its maximum depth
just below the brow of the hill, where it ex-
tended from 4 feet to 4 feet 7 inches; above
the brink the layers of hard, gravelly soil
increased in number and depth, the pot-
sherds averaged smaller and complete objects
rarer, while the layers of dark village refuse
. |grew rapidly thinner, and finally became
exhausted, leaving only the rocky red sub-
soil of the hill, topped with but a thin and
stony village layer, which tests showed us
in no place reached a depth of more than
18 inches.

Toward the south, as the slope of the hill-
side grew gentler, the hillside refuse-heap
grew thinner, but still remained quite pro-
ductive, as native workers found; it could be
traced around the southern edge of the site
nearly to the “big wall” itself.

To the north, the refuse-heap thinned out
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considerably, being only about 2 feet 3
inches deep in Trench 11, which was dug
in the thickest spot that could be found,
but it, too, could be traced around the end
of the site, coming to a close near the path,
where Trench 10 revealed a depth of only
17 inches. Near the northern end of the
wall another refuse-bed, exposed by Trench
13, showed a maximum depth of only 20
inches.

78reny red Clay
F P A

Scale of Feer
F1G. 74—Section of pit, Big Wall Site, San Lucas, Maisi.
(a, Black earth; B, Dark earth; c, White ashes; b, Shells;
E, Stones, black earth; F, Stony red clay.)

Pits.—Just above the brow of the hill,
Trench 1 extended into a pit (No. 1), visible
from the surface as a slight depression, and
filled with soil and refuse, as seen in the sec-
tion (fig. 74), among which was found the
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greater part of the rim of a very unusual
vessel, and a number of articles of bone and
shell, although the refuse deposit about it,
nearing its end, was practically barren.
Most of the artifacts were found above the
lower black layer, but there were some pot-
sherds in the very bottom. The layer
marked C consisted of white ashes, p of
snail-shells and bits of crab-claws broken
into small pieces.

Pit 2, about half-way down the slope,
reached a depth of 4 feet 1 inch, although
the average depth of the village layer about
it was only 27 inches. It was not visible
from the surface, and the regular layers of
the refuse-heap extended unbroken over it,
dipping but slightly as shown in the section
(fig. 75), so that in all probability it dates
from an early period. This seems more
probable in view of the fact that a thin
layer of red clay (D), evidently laid down
by the wash from the hill before the refuse-
heap was deposited, also extends unbroken
over it. It had been dug down into the red
clay (D) between the rocks (¥); the lower
layer (B) consisted of typical refuse, in-
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cluding a few shells, the next one above (E)
of snail-shells and crab-claws, with very
little admixture.

Something like this, but containing a
larger admixture of earth and ashes, was the
layer (B) of the regular refuse deposit above;

Scale of Feer

F1c. 75.—Section of small pit, Big Wall Site, San Lucas,
Maisi. (A, Dark earth; B, Shells and refuse; ¢, Gray
earth; 0, Red clay; E, Snail-shells and crab-claws; ¥, Rocks.)
C was grayish earth with a few artifacts,
while A was the typical, dark, village layer
containing the ordinary refuse.

Pit 3, a depression visible from the surface
just north of the expedition camp, was not
explored. .

CONSTRUCTION OF THE WALL.—Excava-
tion of the wall had been left to the last,
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because our test-holes had shown that we
might look for better results in the hillside
refuse-heap; but this proved to be unfortu-
nate, for we had barely commenced our

digging in this tumulus when the rainy|

season set in with such downpours every
day that the work had to be brought to a
close. - :

We dug enough, however, to find that the
wall was composed entirely of village refuse,
with some stones, much mixed, and in the
part we excavated, without definite layers,

and rested on the red-clay subsoil. Sherds, |

marine and terrestrial shells, jutic bones,
and all the familiar midden objects were
abundant. '
Mouxnps.—Just to the north and a little
to the west of Pit 1, as shown on the map
(pl. Lx11), was one of the low mounds be-
fore mentioned, about 22 feet in diameter
and 2 feet high. The section (fig. 76)

‘Ishows the composition of the structure,

which seems to have been little more than a
midden, although it is possible that it may
have been constructed as the foundation of
some small building. The layers certainly
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looked midden-like, however, and the prob-
abilities are that they represent refuse
dumped at different times in a pile that, on
account of its position in a clearing, or its
proximity to a dwelling, was more conven-

2 | i ? ¢ 3

Scale of Feer
F1G6. 76.—Section of mound, Big Wall Site, San Lucas,
Maisi. (s, Dark earth; B, Darker earth; c, Yellowish clay;
D, White ashes; E, Black earth; ¥, Gray ashes, flint imple-
ment; G, Loose, coarse gravel; H, Rocks and red clay.)

ient than the hillside. The usual midden
objects occurred, among them an unusually
good flint knife of the rude pattern prevalent
here.
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The two other small mounds near the
ends of the wall were not excavated at the
commencement of our work, because of un-
favorable tests, but we had planned to ex-
- | plore them before we left; this was not done,
however, the advent of the seasonal rains
cutting short the work.

Buriars.—The first skeleton found here
lay in the hillside refuse deposit at the
western edge of the site, not far from the
beginning of Trench 1. Apparently an
adult, it was buried in a flexed position on
the left side, heading east, with the left
arm bent and the right lying loosely across
the abdomen, as may be seen in the photo-
graph (pl. 1xv). The body had apparently
been forced in between rocks which had
effectually prevented the digging of a larger
grave. The bones were in fair condition,
except the skull, which had been badly
eaten by ants, but enough was left to show
plainly that this had been artificially flat-
tened—the first evidence linking the arti-
ficially deformed skulls of the Maisi region,
of which so much has been said and written,
with the Tainan Arawak culture. Many
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authorities have hitherto thought these
crania to be Carib, as that people were
known to practise flattening of the skull.

The second skeleton was discovered near
the beginning of Trench 3, at a depth of 22
inches, lying partly on the right side, with
knees drawn up and heading northeast; the
right hand lay upon the abdomen, the left
under the chin. Although evidently a
man of mature years, the bones were appar-
ently not strong enough to withstand decay|
and the attacks of the ants, whose holes
penetrated the soil in every direction at this|
point. The skull, although in very poor
condition, had apparently also been flat-
tened like that of the first.

Burial 3, of an aged man, found by native
diggers but uncovered by us, lay on the
gentle slope in the southwest portion of the
site, flexed on the right side, heading south
and facing east, with the left hand on the
right elbow, right hand on the pelvis (as
seen in pl. 1xvI), at a depth of only 8
inches. This skull also showed the typical
flattening.

On the same slope, but higher up and far-|.
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ther north, as may be seen in the map,
Burial 4 was similarly found by native
diggers—the remains of a young man, with
skull flattened like the rest, lying on the
left side, heading north and facing east,
with knees drawn up at right angles, the
arms bent. The bones, including the skull,
were much decayed; the latter lay only 11
inches beneath the surface.

Burial 5, of a flat-head, aged adult, in-
troduced a variation in position, the skeleton
being placed on the back, heading east-
northeast, with the legs bent up tightly to
the body and crossed, and the skull turned
slightly toward the south. The left arm
was flexed, the right lower arm and right
foot were missing, probably struck, broken,
and thrown away by the native searcher
before he realized what he had found. The
skull lay at a depth of 16 inches. -

As for Burials 6 and 7, they were found
during the writer’s absence, and full notes
- | were not taken. Of No. 6 we know only
that it lay at a depth of 4 feet 7 inches,
and was flexed on the right side, heading
east; of No. 7 we know only that it headed
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east, but lay on the left side. No regular
burials of children were found. No mor-
tuary offerings were found with any of the
burials here, but the skeletons were buried
on a Taino site, both graves and surround-
ing soil containing casual Taino artifacts,
hence there is little doubt that the skeletons
themselves are Taino.

ArTtIFacts. Pottery—The commonest
artifacts found on this site were fragments of
pottery, of which a wagonload could have
been gathered. We discarded most of them,
however, retaining only such as showed
decoration or could be fitted together. By
examining the potsherds carefully we were
enabled to pick out all or most of the frag-
ments of a number of vessels, so that they
could be restored, and in some cases, found
bowls and plates entire, or but slightly
damaged, imbedded in the refuse (pl.
1xvi). Many vessel handles in the form
of grotesque heads (figs. 77-79) came to
light.

The character of the pottery was about
the same in the different layers of the de-
posit, and the decorations similar until the
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lowest levels of the deepest portion were
reached, just below the brow of the hill,
refuse whic<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>