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Castro Calls Attack f‘ﬁ’ﬁa President Assures '
| % 3

i

Reprisal for Raids ;12  Wile of Captain
By Exiles on Cuba m,-ﬂ We'll Seek Release
\ | “0ECa) Tulbltim monTALBANG Vit . ByJOHN McDERMOTT
4 Waraid Latin Amorica Corrospanson - And RAUL RAMIREZ

‘The Cuban government Thursday portrayed its
attack on the Miami-based freighter Johnny Express
as a direct reprisal for extle raids against the Fidel
Castro regime.

The Panamanian-registered Johnny Express, at-
tacked Wednesday near the Bahamian island of
Little Inagua, made port Thursday in Cuba’s Oriente
Province under escort from Cuban naval units.

On Key Biscavne, President Nixon met with the
wife and three children of Jose Villa, the freighter's
captain, and said the United Stales would demand
Villa’s return,

Villa, a Cuban-born
citizen. and seversl members
of his crew were reported

naturalized American

wounded in the attack, which
the Cuban goverament state-
ment acknowlkedged had oc-
curred 10 mternatinnal wa-
ers.

In a dramauc ac aunt of
the stta.k by radio. Villa
said al one point that he wag
dying. But  \White
press secretary Ronald Zieg-
ler sait Thursday that Viila
was ahive in Cuba.

Ziegler called the attack on

the Johnny Express “deplora-
bie. . an unconscionable act
.. clewly i violation of n-
temational ypraciee . "
Bur Us auth rities
stressed that the acdent
wiuld be of most immediate

House | €uncernto the gavernment of

Panama, bevause the Jonnny

| Express was not only segs-
+ Twn to Page 2A Col. 3

e soratd S1atE writers
The wife of freighter capiain Jose Villa, in a
briel, tearful méeting Thursday with President Nixon

at the Key Biscayne White House, successfully ap- °
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viie Retreat

in the President

2 Nations Act on Boat Incident

IsCa

Kev B

o Comfort Mrs. Isabel Villa at His

’
[

. she said after 13.-minute meeting that she has “a lot of faith™

President Nixon Tries

pealed for presidential help in seeking her husband's -

safe return from Cuba.*\

Mrs. Isabel Villa, 41-vear-old wife of the captain °

of the Johnny Express, churried to the presidential

- compound upon learning of Nixon's presence there.

After a six-minute wait, she and her three children
met with the President.

Nixon expressed “grave concern” over the shell-

_Ing and capture of the Panamanian ship by a Cuban

rebulfed by a guard, but six
: minutes after a note written
1 in Enghsh hy Isabel Cristina
i was taken inside by a presi-
dential  aide, another ade

THE VILLAS at first were.

"y
,

| gunboat. ;:nme o:‘hle.Prm: l_r;vu::d them in
. . 0 see sident.
l “The President had a W
| very positive reaction to our | “Gracias e Dios,
i plea” Mrs. Villa sad, 1  (“Thanks 1o God™), whis-
I have a Int of faith o tum. [ Prred *rs. Villa when she .

see that he is a fine person. [
¢ also have great fanh 1 God.”
! Mrs, Vila and her chil-
! dien, lsabel Cristina, 21,
} Marl Puli, 18, and Jose Anto-
y o, 14, arrived at the eo-
i trance 10 the Nixon com-
! pound shortly after noon.

was asked inside. The family |

met with Nixop for 13 mun-
utes.

“We love our father and
‘we are concerned for him,

Turn to Page 2A Col. 4



' Castro Calls Aftack Roprlsal for Raids -

M, Yer, nmcw

Cuba:'.]ohnny Express Alded CIA

also

Panama bul
owhed by a Panamanian ¢or-
' poration,

tered 10

A

i “WE DO HAVE snme
1 terest because at least ond of
, the persons ahoard, the cap-
, law, 18 &n Amencdn cuzen,”
said Zweler. He sad the
L'mited States was maintain.
g close contact with the
Panamanian  Lmbassy in
' Washingion.

There was no immediate
comment from the Panaman-
lan govcrnment.

The Rahamas Eine, opera-
tors af the freighter, said the
crew ancluded mine Donumi-
cans, two Haitians and two
Spaniards

€ e -

In acknowiedging the at-
tack the Cuban government
called the Johnny 1 xpress a
Upirate ship”t in the srrvie
of the U N Central Intell
Lence Agency.

lhe statement sayd "Thig
ship, hike the f.yda Lxpiuas,
which was taptured Ded 50
THe vame atta Was UhIng the
Panimaman flag 19 facihtaie
W wcnLates ol transporting
arms and men lu Lum

e o . it A bl it g

TR

in g telephone conversa-
tion whth ihe Herald, a man
at the Cuban Foreign Minis.
‘try in Havana contined him-
self to the government siates
ment. He refused o say
where [ha (rewmen  were
bewg held; or how many
were waunded and | what
their conditions were.

THERE WAS some specu-
lation that the 1.400-ton
Johnny Ekxpress had been
tahen to the part of Baracoa
in Oniente, The Lyla Express
has becn held there since its
capture, and the Cuban gov-
ernment has said it would
bring cnminal charges
against at least some of the
Lyla Express’ 14 crew mem-
bers.

“Cuba will not hesitate to
act at any distance from our
cnast  whege these pirate
ships are operating and

under whatever flag or cam. .

oufllage they are carrying out
their crimes against our na-
tion.” sald the Cuban govern.

ment staiement as heard on

Radio Havana.

‘The statement accused the
Cuban exile Bahun family,
aperators of the Express ves-
sels, of being “well-known
counter revolutionary agents
in the service of the U.S,
government.”

The Cuban statement re-
called an exile attack Oct. 12
on the coastal fushing village
of Boca dé Sama m Oni=nts,
in which several persons

were killed and others injured.

including a  13-year-oid girl

t————————

——

wknse leg had to be amputat-
ed

“1f was one o duzens of
stmilar crimes committed by
the tmperialiatic government
of the United States against
Cuba,” the statement sa:d.

CUBA CHARGED the at-
tackers at Buwa de Sama
reached Lhe village In &
spcedboat launched from “a
mother ship."

The Cuban statement did

DU NUE TP Wy gE S

not directiv link any of the
Banama Line Express vessels
to the altack.

Informed U S. sources here
said the “mather ship” at
Boca de Samna was a vessel
calied the Aquarius. owred
hy the exile organizanon
Cuhban liberation Foaont,
which ciaimed respoasibiity
for the attack

The Babun famiiv is promi-
nent among anti-Castro ex-

Mias o 7 Dec

iles heze At least two'mem-
hers of the famiiv ate veters
ans of the Bay of Pigsnva.
sin and on e police arresicd
two Babuns and sewzed a
large guantity of e\plosnes
from their shipsard here,

ONE OF the wrothers, Teo-
filo, hiad a Herald reporter
ejected from the Bahamas
Line offices Thursday  He
said he was angered by an
article on the family's back-

- - Pholo by OLLIE Almu WhiTe HOuse 6. 2104 4.

President Chats With .\lrs. Villa and Her Three Children on Key Biscayne

ground, published Thursday
moiatng

But e denied. according
1o L,mted Press Internationad.
the Cuban charges of ClA
vonnections

The famuly claimed the at-
Lk on the Johany Express
was part of @ personal ven-
dettd agamst the Babuns oy
Fadel Castrn. Pl reporied

THE JOHNNY  Express,
Jike the | via Exproess, was en
route back to Miami frum

(17
Gl )

Port-au-Prince, Haiti, when 1t
was atiacked
The Lyla Express, the
Cuban government has
charged, landed cxsle guernl-
tas i Cuba “from hases In-
cated on Unued States ter-
tnry” on three owcasions in
1468 and 1969,
| The «rew of the Iyla Fx-
, press incjuded two Cuban ex-
f des, as well as Colombtans,
CHatiens,  Hondurans  and
Guatemalans

e ———




Nixon

but 'we also are conmcerncd
for the rest of the crew,” iss-
bel Cristina told Mixom in
what White House press sec-
retary Ronald 1. Ziegier de-
scribed as & “very moving
scene.”

Nixon consaled the Villas
and tried to give them hope
that everything posaible
would be done to bring about
Villa’s release, Zicgior re-
ported.

Following the mesting,
Nixon demanded that Cuba
release Villa, a Spanish-born
American citizen. His de-

mand wap sent 10 ‘the Caatro ;

govcmm1nt via the Swiss
Embassy yn Havana. K

. 4

THE PRESIDENT'S Fvery
decp, pegional conceph” for
the safeqy of the .skipper,
now a prisoner in Cubs, was
expreased (o the Villa family
wn the brigt, tearful meeting,
Ziegler said. ¢

A
Nixon geve Mrs. Villa a
Tapel pin with the presiden-
Ual seal. The President also
gave her son Jose Antonio a
pair of premidential cuf( links
1o give to his father.

“We are very encouraged,”
Mrs. Vilia said following her
meeting wilth Nixon. “We are
very hopeful thal he will be
returned to us, to his fami-
ly."

She declined to reveal fur-

——

ows to

Names. Nationalities of Crew

Here are the names and natinnalities
of crew membhers of the Johnny Express,
according 1o Bahamas Line officials

Jose Villa, Captain, Amencan ciuzen;
Felix Gari, bosun, Spamish; Juan A Re.
mora, Lirst officer, Dominican; Andres
Jazmin, seaman, Dominican: luan Henri.
quez, seaman, Dominican; Occius Ocleus,

Muas N 4|7!>%H7I

Seelk -—Cd'p.tain’s Release

seaman, Hatan: Damlo Velez, mijer. Do-
minican; Jose Rodrizuez, first machinise,
Spanish, Oscar Cambero, second machin-
18, Dominican, Feax Miluades. oifer. Do-
mirican; Casimiro \ asques, «onk, Demin-
1.an, Cesar Vanderpoal, steward, Domini-
can, Antcune Medy, seaman, Haitan, and
Luis Astracio, scaman, Dominican,

ther detalts of her meeting
with Nixon. .

Mrs. Viila said she first
learned of the atuack on her
husband's ship upon return.
ing home at 5 p.m Wednes-
day from her job at a Hialeah
garment factory.

“l WAS very upset and
verv nersous. Imagine our re.
action. We did nut know
what to do,” she said.

Mari Pili, a Miami-Dade
Junsor Coilege student, saud
she learned of_the incident

from s friend at the school lf-
brary.

"'l was shockee, but | had
faith then and | have faith
now that evervthing will turn
out all right and our father
wil be returned 10 us,” she
said. .

Wednesday night, after
hearing nf a grim tale of
hload and violence, told by
her hushand over the ship's
radio during the three-hour
ordeal bhefore communica-
1vms  hetween the lohnny
Lxpress and Miami suddenly
were  hroken, the family
waited in “frantic despecra-

tion™ for further word about
the ship's fate,

“IT WAS 1 night of sleep-
lessness, frustralion, tears
and pravers,” not onlv for
her husbaad hat far all 14
men: aboard the ship, Mra,
Viila sad.

“I'm willing to do whatev-
er | have to do for hun 19 he
retutned o us,” she sad. “f
don’t know how my hushand
is. but alter sceing the Prasi-
demi | fcel nore tranqun
now."”

Villa. who came to Miami
from Havana_ in 1960, had .

.

U.S. Sends Protest

WASHINGTON — (AP) — The State De-
partment Thursday sent a protest to Cuba
lqr its seizure on the high seas of ¢ Panama-

_nisn freighter and asked for the return of

é the vessel's American captain.

) I a brief statement, the department said

{ It “strongly protested 1o Cuba through the
Swias Embassy in Havana the armed attack
on the Panamanian freighier Johnny Ex-
[I'lt“ which resulted in the wounding and

.

to Cuba on Seizure

detention of the American captain.”

“fhe department instructed the Swiss
Embassy to request the repatriation of (he
citjzen, Jose Villa, capiain of the Juhany Ex-
press, as soon as his physical condition per-
mits ”

Villa reportedly was wounded when a
Cuban gunhoat attacked the freighter Wed-
nesday near the Bahamas and towed it into
a Cuban port.

made only three trps with
the Bahamas lwnes pnnr (n
Wedneosday’s fatetul events,
Ars, Vila saild He is naw a
U.S. titizen. Villa has been
a mariner all his. Wle, sh
said. ’

“He is & man withaut \ice,
a very good man" she said.
Isahe| Cristing, a Florida At.
lantic  University  student
whose 21t birthday wa
Wednesday, added: '

“He is an excellent (a-

ther.” .

Ziegler, meanwhite, loldf
newsmen, "We expect to re- |
ceive a positive response
from the Cuban govern.,
ment.”

1 ate Thursday night, neat-
Iy 200 Cuban exiles demon-)
strated at the British Convu-|
late in Muami  protesting)
what they valled lack of re-
sponse by the British, Pana-
manian, and US. govern-
ments lo the Johnny Express
incident.

Shouting  *“freedom, free-
dosn, freedom,” the demon-
strators matched seven
dlocks fram Bayfront Park
to the consulate, at 25 SE
Second Ave , and back to the
park.

Police, hoping to avoid
trouble, did not intervene
when the group returned
later to the consulate, al-
though a city ordinance pro- |
hibits demonstrations within |
500 feet of a foreign consu- !
late or cmbasay,

Mie, N
75071
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