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As Cruiser 
Leaves Port 56 Pages PRICE: FIVE CENTS 

• By JOHN HOPKINS 
( DaU:r News Staff R eporter] 

Thirty-two Cubans were thwarted by U. S. agents 
last night as they tried to take a large cache of arms 
and ammunition to Fidel Castro's rebel forces on a 
60-foot cabin cruiser through Port Everglades. 

Dressed in combat gear, the Cubans from Miam.t. 
Tampa and New York were arrested by seven agenta 
of the U. S. Border Patrol and Customs office about 10 p .m . 

The a gent.s boarded the cruiser as she prepared to leave 

1 the por't cl)annel for the run to join \.he anti-Batista force!. 

As the arenls boarded the Harpoon. loaded will!. the 
Rebels, the pilot, William Wr l&bt, 60, and a Cuban Jumpetl 
overboard. 

I The Cuban was apprehended lat.er by a towboat captain 
1 but the pilot s till is mlssmg. He presumably swam to the 
' mangro\'e swamps sout.h of the port. 

The Cubans and th! agents narro1ro'lY missed possib.le 
death shortly after the boarding when one of the CubanA 
attempted to t>xplode a can of gunpowder by crimpine a 
dynamite cap with a palt of pliers. 

F rank Bestard. 27-year-old Cuban !rom Miami. falletl 
to reach the black powder as th.e cap exploded tn h is hand, 

'""' i'>w:it.h chunk& of metal from the 

I cap and pUe.n tearing into hla 
right hand and side_ 

Bestard was reported m 
"fairly good" conditfon at 
Broward General Hospital ~ 
momlns. 

I TAKEN TO JAIL 

After the blast incident, the 
agents towed the HBIJ)oon'into 

. . ... ,t 
1 the port without additl!)nal 
) trouble and shuttled the 3-1 iD 
I groups of five or six to the 
1 Broward County jail. All · w_eie 
\ booked about 4 a _ m. .. ; 
. Directing the operation wm 
, W. B. Lankford, a C~tp!DJ 
1 agent. Raymond Bond ·and ! Wallace D. Shanley, both of 

the Border Patrol. 
~ ~~~~~~~~~~~--! (So~ Phot<u, SU>ry .;,. P4fa ~:lJJ 

Agents fls:st learned or tbe 
I rebel plot last Frldl3' Wben 
! ·9anla Police Oh.lef Georltit W11• 
,rUams adYised th~m. he 11a~liil 
J eelved a "tip from an irnony:. 
. mous '' sour& that a boat wu 
@ ~ing loaded v.'itb arlit~·.;· .. 
·j ~mm411ition at t'Jle ? Dali1& 

;Marina. 

j A&ents pat a Z4-bov 1111'• 
I nDianee on ·the boat, allil • ft 

wa5 mo,·ed to the Dania Beaell 
Docks zr e 1 t e r d a zr m01'1lb11'. 
About 8 p.m. yeaterdu a 
&roup ot men boardetl• tile 

; erulser and It sailed north tllll 
I the lntraeoaata.l Waterwa:r. 

Lankford. Bond and Sha_nley 
along Border Patrol Inspectors 

l Clyde Gurley, Tyler Winton, 
Anthony Prm•enzo and Charlea 
Willlam.s followed the Harpoon 
in a 43-toot Border Patrol 
craft.. the DouglaF C. Shute, 
armed with 30 caliber maebllle 

. guns. 
Just south of the port ch&ll• 

nel , the Shute pulled aloniside 
. the HarPOOn and tbe seven 
agents Jumped aboard her. 

Bond rushed to the pl.lot, 
\1.'ho left the wheel and jumped 

I overboard. 

j 9 1,"1 OABIN 

I Nme rebels ,were crowded 
into the pilot's cabin and the 
rest \\·ere jammed in the for• 
ward hold. 

I Bond attempted to steer tM 
boat with the Shute towl.ni her 

1 but an unidentified Cuban aud• 
1 denly whipped the wheel 011t 
1 of his hand and SPWl it aa 

· • others in the hold jammed 
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ARMS CONSIGNED TO CUBAN ltEBEL! INTEBCEPI'ED 

• • • ••vonament aaeala allecll pan ef oelaeC alalpment at Pon Everaladel 
•• .. 



. 

10-~ FT. LA AI~£ DAILY NEWS, Wed •• Sept. 10~ '51 

ore 
• 

• 

u .-rce 
CUban rebels seized as they started to leave the 

Port Everglades channel to join Fidel Castro forces 
refused to reveal from where they obtained their arms. 
ammunition and supplies. 

However, the ammunition was crated in boxes bear­
ing the stamp ''Interameo," Alexandria, Va. It appar­
ently was brought into Miami by Acme Fast Freight 
whose labels partially were torn off. 

Three doctors were amonc tbose arrested lut Dll'bt 
aDd early this moraaiDI' b7 acenta wer~ •lree­
tloa of Charles E. Wyatt, supervisor of the Customs 
Aaene,. Service, and Blcbard E. Batehelor, ebtef of 
the U. 8. Border Patrol, ~iaml. 

The doctors were ltafael T. Gonzalez, 29, Miami, 
and Francisco Garcia, 37, and Rodolfo Vasquez, 33, both 
of Tampa. 

Those who gave their addresses as Miami were 
Jesua Otero, 27; Enrique Pazos, 21; Omor Oyola, 1'1; · 
Hector Delfin, 24; Rafael A. Cuebar, 24; Miquel Roche. 
11; Frank Puyol, 32; Dionisio A. Esteban, 24; Alberto 
CUero Lara, 30; Pascosio L. Lopez, 38. 

OTHERS NAMED 
. 

Carlos Fonseca, 23; Carlos L. Hernandez, 22; Ra-
mero R. Raskl, 55; Abelardo Suero, 32: Hector C. Llano, 
19: Carlo Saptana, 21; Placido Gonzalez, 49; Julio C. 
Lleros, 23; Humberto Sanchez, 22; Glacide M. Ramos, 
and a .. John Doe," 31. 

. Gector M. Cornillot, 49, said he came from Miami 
Beach while Anibal Velaz, 23, gave Tampa as his home. 
Julie L. Hernandez, 18, listed his home as "Cuba." 

'l'hree stated they were from New York City. They 
are Gino Pastrano, 24; Jose Garcia. 18; and Pedro 
Gonzalez, 33. 
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: DANIA A tip from Police I definite information before the 

Chief George Williams to cus- raid. 
timta officials today was cred- On Saturday nl&"bt, Dania 
Aecl for the dramatic raid on Patrolman John Roderiek ~lr• 
._ CUb filled . rested Wrirht on a speedbar 
Witt an- erwser cap. 
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The tow snapped and 
a . wlto over 
the wheel deliberately rammed 
the Harpoon into the west 
bank. 

During thia fiareup and after 
blasted the te 

eap. the. rebels threw overboard 

of rtfies and ammuni­
tion and other paraphenalla 
·which Provenza later recovered 
in several dives into 20 feet of ' 
water. 

After tbe tow ropea were re-
aad the aettled 

d~ the the 
heat Into a from wh1eh 

· tile rebels were to JaU 
and the un operatloD 
started. 

The number of men and the 
1 amount of arras were the same 
as seized last November 18 1n 
the Keys. Theu were the larg­
est seizures in men and arms 
agents that have been made. 

However, agents said the 
arms last November were of 
smaller caliber while the Har­
poon carried 81 miUimeter mor­
tars and 57 millimeter anti­
tank weapons in addition to 30 
caliber rifles, earbines, small 
arms and ammunition for all 
of the guns. 

Grenade , cans of ex-

• 

plosive ·powder, walkie talkies 
and knive8 were piled up on 
the dock beside the boat along · 
with personal clothing, rolls of 
cotton, band aids and even heat · 
lotions. 

They wore armbands and 
carried nags and de-
noting P r 1 o s' Organizacion 

1 

Autenica [known as 0/ A and 
interpreted as the authentic 1 

~anization or the last govern- ~ 
ment 1 and Castro's 26 de Julio , 

' liberation day as proclaimed 11 
f.ained b7 Bill Wright. 
: wnuama said be told cus­

mms men be suspected Wright's 

While the captain wu in cus- bJ' the rebel chief. !' ~ 
tody. Williams and ·the cust.onas Age&! ·~.; said the Cubans ·wm 1 

• boat waa earrying arms, but 
federal authorities needed more 

man amassed the information be ebat'led with compiracy to 
they needed to swoop do~n on violate the U.S. neutrality act 4 

the craft this morning. and: illegal export of arms. 1 


	Fort_Lauderdale_News-9-10-1958-1
	Fort_Lauderdale_News-9-10-1958-10

