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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 11TH 

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND POR DADE 


COU!~fJ.'Y ~ FLORIDA 


CRIMINAL DIVISION 

CASE NO. 76-8145 (Durant) 


STATE OP FLORIDA, ) 
) 

Plaintiff )I' 

) 
VS. ) 

) 
VALENTIN HERNANDEZ, ) 

) 

D~fendant.. ) 


..._-,,---,;..,--,..,.,...---_.._-"'-------- ) 

Miami, Florida 
October 6, 1977 
3:45 o'clock P.M. 

RICHARD E. GERSTEIN, ESQ., Stat.e 
Attorney, by ROBERT KAYE, ESQ., 
Assistant Sta~e Attorn~y, appearing 
on behalf of th~ Plaintiff. 

NliTHANl'El. L. BARONf.~, ,J'R. I ESQ., and 
CARLING H. STEDMAN, ESQ., appearing 
ort behalf of Defendant. 

DEPOSITION 

OF 


ASI IJIO CORRF;~l.\ 


.. I
L__._._._ ._---_._----_._._-_.I 

MATZ. TRAKTMAN & ASSOCIATES 

CERTIFIED SHOR!HAHO FlI!:POR1Ul> 

316 BISCAYNE BUILDING MOVANT'S EXHIBIT #5 
-' MiAMi. FlORfDA 



___ 

Deposition of ABILIO CORREA, taken 

by th. Defendant for th. purpose of discov.ry and 

for us. as evidence in the abov.-~tyl.d cause, 

wh.r~in State of Florida is the Plaintiff and 

Valentin Hernandez is the Defendant, pending in tho 

Circuit Court of the El~venth Judicial Circuit in 

dnd for Dad. County, Florida, Criminal Division, pur­

au.nt to notice heretofore filed, before LONNIE C. 

MORRIS, a Notary Public in and for the state of 

Florida at Large, at th« Dad~ County Law Library, 

Room 810, Metropolitan Justice Building, 1351 North­

west 12th str.et, Miami, Florida, on the 6th day of 

october 1977, commencing at 3:45 o'clock P.M. 

JORGE GUTIERREZ, 

was duly sworn to truthfully and faithfully p.rform 

tha duties of Int.rpr~~.r, tranBla~!ng from English 

to Spanish and Spanish to Bnglish. 

I T'hereupon-­

ABILIO CORRE~\, 

L~:H:nes 8_n_ft_med i nth~ no t. l.ce h~._r_e_t_'o_f_:o_r_'E'.__~~.~. ~d I , -' 

MATZ, TRAKTMAN a ASSOGIATES 

C[ltTIFlf.D SHOIIT""''''D IlEI'ORT£1IS 

316 BISCAYNE BUILDING 

MIAMI. FLORIOA 
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r--- -----,------------, 

called by tha Defendant, was first duly sworn in.. I 
th~ above cause and testified, through tha Inter-

pr.et.r~ as follow&~ 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

Q Mr~ Carr.a, please state your name 

for the record. 

A Abilio Correa. 

Q Your first name is Abilio? 

A Yes, air. 

Q Can I ~al1 you Abilio? 

A Yes" 

Q I represent Valentin H.rnandez. I am 

going to ask you some questions. 

don't hesitate to say so. If the question calls for 

t.ion r you can. 

If you want me to repeat any qu.stlon, 

I will be happy to do so. I am not h8r~ to trick you 

or confu8o you. 

I You have stated your name; what i.si 
I your residence address? ___.____'" __......J

~~i.."....-_-...."..__....--...___• __... ...,_....____, 

MATZ, TRAKTMAN 8: ASSOCIATES 

tERTII"!!!) SHORTHAND RtI'OlttERS 

316 BISCAYNE BI.t!LOIMG 
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2970 Northwest lOlst stre.t. 


What is your trade or your occupation 

or your calling? 

A Taxi driver. 

Q Did you know Luciano Ni.ves? 

.A Yes. 

Q What was your relationship with Mr. 

A He was a friend of mine since Cuba. 

Q How long would you say that you had 

known the gentleman? 

A I have known the gentleman since 

1958 and with him at certain locations I have had 

fri4ndly conversation with him. 

Q D6 you know Valentin Hernandez? 


A I met him here in Court. 


Q How long ago was that? 


A Well, I do not recall correctly the 


time, but it was the day that they had the Court 

B~sslDn in this case. 

Q What w@re you doing herft in Court? 

A Nieves was a friend of mine and he 
I
I had told me to come over, because h~ had had a \L___.____ ~______.__.____ .______.____j 

MATZ. TRAKTMAN 8< ASSOCIATES 

eEI/TlnfJ> SHORTIIAND REPORTERlI 

316 9ISCAYNt: BUILDING 

MIAMI. FLORIDA 
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r 
problem with Valentin, and he wanted me t.o com. with 

hIrA to court ~ 

Q Wan there any particular reason why 

he wanted you to com. to Court? 

A In other words, no particular reason, 

just like any other friend calling on you, a friend 

to go wi~h him some place. 

Q How many other p.ople did you bring 

with you to Court that daYt with Mr. Ni.v_51 

A ~here wer. about seven or eight 


friend8 ~f Nieves. 


o Old you com. to court together or did 

you m••t at the Court? 

,.. It seems like I came with him. I 

don't recall correctly, because I think I met him 

over at the RGplica office, Replica being a news­

paper. I think I came with him. I think I even 

brought him h.re that day in my taxi. 

I am not very sure about thft~, 
,j 

but I 

am almoB~ aure ~hat it was that day~ even though I 

a.m not. cert.ain. 

Q When 1 ask you a question, will you 

give me th4 answer. If you just give it like you are 
,-----,------"------'---- ­

MATZ. TRAKTMAN 8t ASSOC!ATES 
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give it back In English, that will be fine. 

Now the Replica nowspaper, is that. 

the one that Mr. Max L@snick is the publisher of? 

A corr'.ct. 

Q Ar' you a friend of Mr. L~sn1ck? 

A I was a friend of his, but I am a 

little mad at him now. 

to the Court with you and with Mr. Ni.v@s and .er4 

these people assembled by Mr. Lesnick? 

L~snick. The only person I was with was Mr. Nieves. 

Q Sefore cominq to Court, did Mr. Ni.ve. 

A I am refreshing my memory, my mind 

right now. I saw Mr. Ni~v~a there, as I said before, 

and he tald me to coma with him to Court to keep 

him company_ Then he ask~d a f.w other p.ople that 

were there to come with him to Court and th~y did 

no~ want to come. 

Than I w.nt with Ni~vag to pick up
! 

another gentleman but now I cannot recall his name. 
,-,'-"- ,--~-------,------,---_. J 

MATZ, TRA~nMAN & ASSOCIATES 
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I don't know if we picked up "anybody els8 but I 

versation with you, I might remember. 

Q Do you know what relationship Mr. 

Hiev•• had with Mr. Lesnick back there At this ~im. 

that we are talking about? 

A Yes, they were friends. 

Q Was it Mr. Lesnick who had put 

certain articleL in the newspaper about Mr. Nieves? 

A Yes, like any other newspaper and 

radio station in the area. 

Q I assume t.hat you are familiar with 

Mr~ Nieves' co-existence policy with Castro? 

A Please, how do you say it? 

Would you repeat the qu.stion again. 

Q Mr. Nieves had certain political 

views concerning th~ Castro regime in Cuba, did he 

not? 

A L4t me gee how I interpret. t.hat ques­

tion. ne was then with the thing off. Hi8 face was 

I to have a political opening with Castro by Cubans. 

I H« want.ad to let the Cubans handle tt and not the

l__Am.er i~-=:~a ~ That. 'iflS what I hea.rd him say. :he.::.__.J 

MATZ. TRAKTMAN a ASSOCIATES 

CIlIITIFIED SHORTHAND IIEPOIlTEU 

316 BISCAYNE BUILDING 

MIAMI. FLORIDA 



want4d to discuss th. political thing b.tw••n the 

Cubans directly with Castro .n4 not throuqh the 

Ameriaan government. 

Q After your appearance here at Court 

that day, did you continue to b. friends with Mr. 

A. Yes. 

Q Before that date, did you know Valenti 

Ht&:rnandez? 

A Only by the newspapers, for the attack 

o That would be after, hut not before 

you went to court? 

A The attack was befor~ coming to Court. 

Q After that time in Court, your .ta~$-

ment then is that you never saw Mr. Hernandez? 

A No, sir .. 

Q Are you familiar with a group of 
, 

political activists known as the Pra9matista~? 

A Well, that is what Nieves used to say 

MATZ" TRAKTMAN 8! ASSOCIATES 
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that vent to Cuba, ~hat they say that had shot in 

Cuba & Mr. Rivero Collado. 

Le~ mG explain the case to you. This 

Mr. Rivero Collado was a gentleman that went to 

Cuba and they said that he was in favor of Castro 

and nciw they say that Castro shot him in a firing 

squad. He said that Mr. Nieves us.d to say that 

Valentin Hernandez was a member of the same group 

and was directed by Mr. Collado. 

Q Do you belong to any Cuban political 

group. or parties? 

A I uGed to be a member of on~ a while 

ago, but I am retired from all of that now. 

Q What was the name of th. group, 

A Second Front and Alpha 66. 

th. Bay of Pigs invasion or brigade? 

A No. I was in Cuba when that happened. 

Q Did you come to the United states 

as a political refugee? 

! Pi I want. aut of Cuba to Vene:::uela as J 
! a political refugee by the Embaasoy of Venezuela, but 
L_,___." ,------------ ._-- ,-----_. -­
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l~aJII. to this cou'-n-t-r-Y-W-l·-t-h-i-m-n-l-i-Q-r-a-t;-i·-o-n-V-l-.-a-

Q When you ware in Cuba, what type of 

work did you do tbere? 

Q What did you sell? 

A It 1s what they used to call in Cuba 

th. little cheap things and ten cent things. 

o Is ~bat what we call novelties? 

A I-don't know exactly how you call it 

here. It 1s 11k. things that you can buy over at 

Woolworth's in the five and ten cent store. 

Q Bow far in school did you go, sir? 


A Six years. 


Q Bow old Are you? 


A Fort.y-ona years. 


o Did you ••rve in the army in Cuba? 

A In Cuba, I was in th4 mountains fi9ht­

1ng in the mountains and I served in the army her. 

in. this country_ 

Q When you say you were fighting in the 

mountains in Cuba, was this some type of revolutionar' 

I Yes, of the group called the 13th ofL 

MATZ. TRAKTMAN & ASSOCIATES 
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r--":~~~::-:"l :h~ -::::e~-"~f "::..-1l~U:'nta • 	 l 
o When you wera in court with Mr. I 

Nieves, did you stay in the Courtroom during the 

nearing or the trial? 

I 	 A I think th~r. was no trial or no 

hearing at that time, but I cannot recall exactly.I 
I 

r think that Mr. Valentin "~rnftnd.z had left. 


I do not remamb~r correctly~ 


II Q Dld you a~. Mr. nernandGz on tho d~t. I 
1 
i Cnuri~ ?
I 
I 	

I\ 

I sa. him on th~ outaid~ of the ccurt-I
! 	 ! 

i! 	
That's where it happaned, th~ accident that I 

he had with Ni~veB. 

Q How many 

Courtroom that time with 

S.v~n or 

() 	 Was there 

standing 

people were 

your group? 

eight. as I 

any particular 

outside of the 

outside the 

previously \ 
I 

! 
I 

I reason why I 

courtroom I 
I 
i 
I 

CO ",,,"4, 	I, , ......' I 
s~gqion or 30mething 

Q Ar" you 

lik~ th

snr ..~!; 

at. 

the Ccn..o:"t: f~~~ssJon ~."C1S 

I 
! 
I 

not I, 
:,."~~ ..". . '.~ ,,~ _,_. ,,_,_..,. ,,_•.•_.~.~ •.____._'_.. ~_._ ..n._"_""""W" •__.__"""~._~__,______~~u_.._.__"....._.._....~_..___,_. _'._."_.'. _."~_ ._ .....__..~_~ .._.~.,,_._,,_.__.__ ,~.,._.__ ~..__.."_.... - A 
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rna t will com. to my m.mory. but I have 

r.m~mb.r everything in tha last few 

can assured that all I am going to say 

t:ruth and I am going to say what I remember, 

r-·-..---·-----

don't recall exactly, but I do not 

it had not started yet b.cauae 

­
I, 

over witb? 

I 

I think 

Mr. Valentin Hernandez was outside. 

Q Do you .ee anybody in this room that I 
was there on that day besides Mr. Hernandez? I 

A I dontt remember exactly, but I 

I
but I do DO~ recall exactly. 

Q Old you aoe Mr. Hernandez leav8 the I 
courtroom with several other people? 

A 'No. I 
Q What did you hear Mr. Hernandez say~ 

if anything, Qutside the Courtroom? I 
I 
I 

A I will _11 you this. I am going to 

say averything that I can b.cause it has been a few 

years and I will say everything that I r.member and 

that. I ",1 all. Maybe a few things will com. back to I 
been trying I 
days and you 

is the 

I 
that 	 ! 

; 
I 

1 __________J 

I 

I\-'!A TZ. TRAKTMAN & ASSOCIATES 
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r-------··--'---------­
I Q Go ahead, please.

I A I remember Valentin 
, 
I 

! was sitting on the bench on the outside in the 

I 
I 

hallway and Mr. Nieves was in front of me with a 
! 
I 

! group of four or five. talking and Valentin was 

I
I walking up and down the hallway and at one of those 

I moments tha~ he passed by the group, Mr. Nieves 
I 

called him and then I stood up because I w.nt~d to 

sa. what was happening. I went to see what was 

I Mr. Nt.vea told him that ha want«dI 
! to know som~thing or something like that, why 

valentin had attacked him if he did not know him or 

if he was his enemy_ The only thing that h~ was 
j 

was exposing hiB ideas without hldinq and he 

know w_hy he bad attackad him cowardly. I 
I 

Valentin then said becaus., re 

a bitch," then they had a f~w word:r::a: III 

I do not recall correctly, because from that moment 

I tried to tell Nieves to calm down. 

Another thing that I remember that 

I 
they said was that Valentin said, you are a son of a I' 

hi h and then Mr. Nieves said about the same thing!______._, ____ .__.___-__________...______.___-._.________._____._________._____.___._-1 

Hernandez, an~ 

I 

MAlL TRAKTMAN a ASSOCIATES 
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r.~.--..-~~~-~~:-:---. ---·"-'-----·-·---~-+I-:-- .­

! rrhen Nieves says I lowell, 110W you are 

going to jail,· and Val6ntin saiJ, -I am a ft~n aad 

~:h:n1' t Ctillre what. hapPtffinS and if iYoU don' t step out. 

fJ:'om what you are in, you are qoi~q to x'·9re't it I 
b~¢ause I am a man and I am going ~o take this to the 

last oonsequ.nces.~ 

That; is more or. l\'t'ss wh.t was ilsid 

but lUll saj,d somet.hing .lollS but thA't i,e mot. 0:4:' lesa 

I 
i 

when this conversation or stat9me~t ~aak plac$ on I 
hi~ b~hal.f? 

I I 
A No, he was not really mad b.cause he I 

a man and he always talked like that, and ha 

altered and disgusted. I 
() Was he not excited, in fact, pointing ! 

his finger and talking in a loud voiae when he I 
I 
f 

talking at that moment? I 
A Nleves? I 
Q Yes. 

r don't remember exactly about that I 
I

I",.".,~",.--~~-.•-,-.~,.,,...,"'--..---. .----.-..------------..--.-.--------.-~-.----.-..-..----.---' 

MATZ TRAKTMAN & ASSOCIATES 
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people when th.y get in a fight, 

Q When you say a fight, 

was it like an argument; is that, right? 

]A Yea, what I say is 

15 

--"'---'1 
they are somewhat I 

in other word., 

I 
a fight was an 

I 
Q IBow close was Mr. Nieves to Mr. 

Hernandez during the tim~ this conversation was 

taking place? 

Hernand.B was about like in the 
I 
\ 

! 
1

of th~ room and the group of four or five 

people ware abau~ here. 

MR. KI-\YE: Indicating a distance of I 
feet. I 

!Q (ny Hr. Barone) About 15 or 2() feet.? I 

More or less, that·s what I think. j 

Q wasn't it a fact that Mr. Hernandez 

six people around him at the time this I 
Isn't it a fac~ that Mr. Hernand•• 


hJd a group of at least five or six people around 


I,__,__'""'____...-1 

MATZ TRAKTMAN a ASSOCIATES 
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:!}l.,. 

r--'--:--~o you ~~:::ny re~O~l:::()~ -~~-':7l 
having Mr. H.rnande~ by the arm, ~ike this (indio~t- I 
l nll. And .e .ere walking away f~m Mr. Nieves? 

A No, I do not remember that. , 

Q Wall, af~er this argument ~ook plaae 

batw.en Mr. Ni.ves and Mr. Hernandez, did Mr. 

Niev.s go back into the Courtroom'
i 
for ~h. tttal or 

did htt 90 home? 

only wbat it seems ~D me but I am, Dot very sura. 

It S~8ma like if he had gon. into the 

Courtroom and Hernandez was cal1~d and Hernandez 

It seems to me that was what happened, 

but I am not sure. At least I am not Bure Dr I 

Q The incld~nt that you are relating 

a ut, this took place when Mr4 H@rnandez was an 

trial for aggravated assault, 1s that corredt? 

Y.s, I believe that was th~ case of 

th.• assault of Nieves. 

o Do you remember the nam. of th~ Judge 

t. day? I1L ....,__,.."".__..__",_._,..___.,,,_____.,__._._,_______.__._.,,___._..______ __J 

r.'IATZ. THAKTMAN & ASSOCIATES 

CERrlFIE!') !>HORrKANO !!EP(liHERS 

316 BISCAYNE BUILDING 

MIAMI. FLORIOA!, 
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.. 
A 

Q 

would 

No. 

If ! mention the name Qf Judg. 

that refresh your memory? 
I 
I 

I would 11k. to say that would not ... 

Actually, how long were you witb Mr. 

A That day I believe that aft.r w. 
we went ahead wit.h hi11land t.wo or 

three other people and than w. w~nt to where Mr. 

Luis Torne had an office there on FlAgler, right 

beside the little cafe. 

Then we drank coff•• there and from 

thera on I left that group over there and I went 

to work~ 

Q When you stated that you believe that 

Williams. 

Nieves that day? 

f~lniahed that, 

Hr. Hernandez did not return back to the court there, 

that happened that same day; is that correct? 

A I donlt remember exactly, but there 

I 
i is one thing that I associate with that, because I 
i 
I 

do rememb.r there was a dat. in Court that he did 

It se.ms to ma that it was tha~ same 

I____~______~L__ How m<1£1_.~i;_ffe~"!HI't:....l"Jm_~_dt~L,.Yfl_:9__g0 tQJ 

I
I 

! 
I 

MATZ. TR.A.KTMAN 6: ASSOCIATES 
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I 

Court wl~h Mr. Nieves?I 
A Only one time.I 

----', 
I 

Q What tim. did you 90 to Court ~ha~I t 

I was it in the morning or in the afternoon, to 

A I b~li~ve it wa~ in the afternoon. 

I believe it was about two or thr•• o'clock. I do 

not r4member axactly, and I am telling you only 

from what I think it was. 

I do not remembfu: exactly, but. it 

!Ht($med t.o me that it was about then. You know, this 

has been many years since then~ You can ima9in~. 

o Do you know if anyone else in the 

ball had any aonv~rsatlon or argumanta with Mr. 

Nieves on that day? 

A That! know ofl no, but, t.alking 

yes, there was a lot of people talking to him but 

I do not r4call that he had any oth~r problems with 

anyone else there. 

Q How do you know t.he man Wll0 had t.he 

argument with Mr. Nieves was Valentin Hernandez? 

A Because I had been told that he was 

MATZ. TRAKTMAN 8c ASSOCIATES 
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olothing that this man had on, who was identified 

to you as Hernandez and what he vas wearing on tb.t 

day? 

A No, si:r. 

Q Can you qive me a physical de.or i ptio" I 
of til.., lU!'Ul. pointed out to you as Valentin Herruln'1.~1 I 

that ha was Valentin U.rnandez, who told you? 

Mr .. Nievas" 

Q Can you give me a description ot tb. 

A I rem.faber he \"Ias a. little aborter 

t.h.an I was, and tht! 0 1;)10]: of his hair was like mine. 

Q Would you ~ay that he was dark 

A Y~St I would say he was a littlG 

da,rk~. 

Q - What else can you remember about the 

A ne seemed a little bit smaller than 

me, but a very strong man. 

Q Do you rem.mber the color of his hair? 
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I A I am going to tell you som_tbing ~ut~ I! 
I side of this, so you can have an ide.. . I 
I 

I am a taxi driver. Somet.imes I piOk,I,
1 

I up a customer and he t.lls m9, "Wait h~r0p· aDd if 

I 
tha~ I don·t get paid becaus8 I would not even 

recoqniz. that customer if I saw him again. 

I am not an expert on identification. 

Q Do you think that you could identify 

Mr. Hernandez if you saw him today? 

Q Have you seen any photographs of him 

in ~h. newspaper? 

I saw him after the newspap4r Baid 

the man that had killed Mr~ Nlev•• , but 

it did not even look like him. 

Q " Did you cut out or save any of thoa. 

n wspaper clippings? 

No, t just look.d at it, 

10 not It did not even look 

1 ik"'f. h 1m. 

Q 
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A No, sir ~I 
I 
I This is the first time I ever talkedI 
! 

about this oase with anyon~* 

Q How did th~ State Attorney's Office 

qmt your name as a witness? 

A Becaus~ of the mom~nt of the discuaslo 

between U.rnandaz and Nieves, I believe there waG a 

stat~ Attorney there and som$body had call.d him 

or h~ was just thare and h. took a stat.rn~nt from 

not only me but a few others that were there. 

Q Did these statements take plaae in 

th~ Stat. Attorney's Office? 

A They were taken in the hallway And 

I don't know if it was a Stat~ Attorn~yp but I was 

told that it was a State Attarn4Y. 

o When you say the statement was taken 

in the hallway, was a Court reporter, such 8S this 

A No, sir. I do not recall thaf very 

cl~arly, but I believe that they just took the names 

and they took it in longhand. 

, Q Dld you sign anything? 
iI A I do not remember. 
l__._,.~. ~.~_____._~.__. ____.,,_._.__,_.____._..._.__.________.~._..__..•_________..._.__.._ ..____•.__.•.. 
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oath when 

Q Do you know if yo~ w.re pU~,una.r
I 
I 

\ 

• 
you made that statement? 

t d,on' t l';'ecall lIJxa~tlY but. lilllt.". 

thay asked me some ques~ions and I believe they 

raqu••ted us to sign but I do not remember if .e 

o When you came to Court with Mr. Ni.v.~ 

was that back on nacember 7, 1973? 

Q Do you know anybod~ by thR name of 

Sigifrido Gonzales? 

A No. I do not remember right now. 

M~yb. I would know him if I smw him, but not the 

Q What about Armando Santos? 

Q Do you know William, willi. Salon? 


A No. 


Q A man who has one arm? 


A That has one arm? What is tha name 


of that p<erson? 

Q ~illiarn Salon? a-a l-o-n. 

i~ not: fam.ili~r. 
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I 

o On the dat.. that you sa.w Nt:'. I 
H~rnandezl did you see him with his arm off to here? 

No, I do not. reme11'Lber that .. 1 saw 

alone and did not se. anybody else with 

}l :lrn ... 

Q Are you positive that Mr. Hernand.z I 
I 

was alane when this conversation took place? 

Yes, because he was walking alone in II 
hallway. Maybe therQ was som_body elae with bim,1 

( 

but they might have been sitting the same as I was 

with Nieves, but I was away from this group-

o Do you know a gentleman by th~ name 

of Mike Lemun or Lemus? 

A No. 

Q Do you know the man who val supposed I 

to h~v. baen present with Mr. Nieves when the assault I 

allegedly was mad. on him by Mr. Hernandez? I 
Ii I was told who it was, but at this I 

II don't .ven remember the name. I 
Do you know if he was th6r~ that day I 

when you were also at Court? I 
! 

A I do not rememher. I was a friend J 
~l" of ~r. Ni~veB, and the other people tha~ w~rQ 

L_~_,~~" ____'"_~.,,__'~~m' _____•___,.~-------.---.--~-...-.-...._______••" ____..,_____" - ...--"--',."., 
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;" 

I tber. 80me I knew but only by sight. 

I Q Can you 9 i ve Die "the names of' 80me of 

! th. p~opl. that you knew th.r~? 
I 

A Th.re were other people that were 

ther. ~hat day but I do not romember by name that 

I I r •••mber that I know there was one called Gala.09 

I am not sure of the pronunoiation 

and there was another one who•• name I cannot recall 

And the name I know 1~, but I aannot recall i~'rlqht 

now. I have seen him many, many ~im88 and I have 

talk<t\d to. him many, many 'times but I do not romember 

what his laat name i$. 

Q What abDu~ Limos, L-i-m-o-s? 

A I baliev. that was the one that we 

went to pick up to his boua. with Mr. Niev•• but I 

do not reca~l exactly the nama of the individual. 

MR. KAYE: Please tell the witness 
~ 

just to answer the question and not volunteer. 

Q (By Mr. B£!,rone} This Mr. r.. imos or 

Mr. Lemus, his namft is Bpell~d L-e-m-U-SM 

A That name does not ring & b.l1 ta me, 

b I don't associate that name with anybody that I 
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r . ----_.--.....-,-"""'"---...,....~...~.--....- " ..-'~---....-..,,-~-----'-
I kn.... 

I 
 DIRECT EXAMINATION (Continued) 


I 
 BY r..IR. STEDMAN: 


I Q Bave you ever been in the employ or 

I l'eceived aflY monies from Mr" Ll(uJniok I tlHlt publisher
! 

of a.pl1ca or his firm or any of hi. employ••s?
I 

A NO, neVGr ..! 
I (.) Have any of the people ~hat you have 

told us ~bout bere today and id.ntifled by whatever 

ident.ification or by nAme or whatever, have you 
" /'

rec.ived any money for compensation from Mr. L.sDiat 

the publisher of Replica or his corporation? 

A I do not und~rstand that questiQn. 

I have no idea. I do not know about it beaaus. I 

not on any type of r~lationBhip wi~h him. 

Q Have any of th~8ft pGople or the 

publisher him&mlf ever told you that he has paid any 

of t.hem? 

A That I do not know. I was a friend 

of Lasniak, but I n~ver talked to him about bia 

usiness or his problems. 

He is an intellectual. 
i

I Q How would you characterize your
l,___..,...~____,._..__.____•.._,_.,_.____..__________,_.__--..-------.-.~-,--.-.--.~--------.. 
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·-··--~-"·---·---'-----·--·---·'·'-

I relationship with Mr. Lesnick? 

I 

I 

I 
j 

j 
I 

Well, Lesnick was a revolutiona:t·y, th. 

I, and when I got here to the united sta~es 

in ;exila, I was in the Second Pront and Lesnick 

to visit the offic~ and th~n I made trips with 

That was my relationship with him 

and after that I hav~ had a problem with him and noW' 

I have no relationship with Mr. Lesnick. 

o What was that problem? 

A In the year 1960-something, I bad 

ft problam with the people of Serralt. Noguar. 

Q What was that problem? 

A Well, I went in ~ group to see Mr. 

Serralta when W4 were making a donation to a revolu­

tionary activity and th~r. was a fight with Mr. 

Serralta and I was taken into custody and arrest4d 

in (1 fi.ght. 
, 

The rest of th~ peopl. left and th.n 

S~rralta said that Mr. Lesnick waR there in the 

Th tta when my relationship with.Mr. 

~nick started, and I made a littl. more trips wi~h 

MATZ. TRAKTMAN €I ASSOCIATES 

316 BISCAYNf. !WIt.DING 

MIAMI. FLORIDA 

f 



' -,--...~-.--~--..---------.-------,----------~ 21 

Mr.. Lesnick because Serralta va. acous1nq me of it 


and 1 was involved in it. 

'! . 

That was just about the trip that I had 


with Mr. Lesniak, but you know, Mr. Lesnick is an 


intellectual and I am nothing but a .. 


Q How would you describe your 'rela~1on-

ship with him in your own words briafly? 

A At this moment, I have DO relation­

ship .. 

or funds or lawyers for you? 

A No, sir. 

(,) Have you ever been convicted of iliI.. 

crim.e? 

A Do I have to answer that? 

MR. KAYE: Yea, ha asked you if you 


hay. ever been convicted of a crime and that involv.s 


a felony or a misdeme5nor~ He has the right to ask 


you the question and to g.t that information. because 


is a matter of record, and you might as well t.ll 

THE WITNESS: I was convicted once 


~nd I do not r~member exactl but I served 30 days 
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·-·----­
r for.ca.thing l1ke, I was .entenced to 90, aAd 

Siu.·v.d 30 because it wa. the first time that % have 

~v.r had a problem. 

MR. kAYB: Wha~ was th. grabl.., 

THE WITNESS: Since you a.re p~cpoain9 

justice, I do not want. to be unfair to anyone, but 

Q (By Mr. Stedman) What va. the 

baeaua. they found me and anot.her friend of mine 

with aome piatola that wa had in a car. They wer. 

not atolen or anythinq llke that. 

~ In Miami, And this vas by the City af 

Miami Polioe-Department. 

Q Wer,. you down. in City Court. or WAS 

it: County Courtt.. or sta"te Court.? 

A City. 

o When was t.hat? 


A It was in the year 1965 or 1966. 
 I 
L .._____ ._..__._____..._________..______._____________"....__.I Q vIlla wera t.he (!O-def~l1q.~nts .J..lL...tJ;:.JlL____J 
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A Me and Carlos aerrera, a friend of 

b.caus~ he only had a nickname. 

I Q DO you know if Mr. Niev•• had ever 
I 

b~~n aonvict@d of a crim. prior to hi. death? 


A No, I do not know about that. 

I. 

o Did you ever talk with him about it? 
II 
~jNo, I believe he told me onae ~hat 
JI 
Iii 
h

he bad been convicted in Cuba* I 

Q «)f wha·t;? 

A For being a counter-revolutionary 


against Castro or something. 


Q Nieves had been convlct.d of being 


a counter-revolutionary? 


A That is what he told me once. I 

don't know if it was true or not. 

Q What alse did he tell you about that, 

if anything? 

A That was all, that he had be.n serving 

in the Isle of Pines Prison for one year. I 
I Q Didn't you find that difficult tq ! 
L", ___~~,~~~'.,~ e ~:~".: i ~h_ h i.~·e~~_~n t .~~o~ i ~~. i Clll_ v i~~~·~__.______J 
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thitl po!.nt. You are going far afield and this hall 

nothing to do with the case a~ hand. 

MR. STEDMAN: You are right. I will 

not go any furth~r. 

Q (By Mr. Stedman) Baa Mr. Lesnick, 

the publisher ot Replica, ever been convie~ed of 

anything to your knowledga? 

sarralta Noguer at that time and I believe that h. 

was found not quilty. 

Q Where was thAt cas. tried, if you 

A That C&S8 was taken to Court about 

three tim•• and it went to the smaller Court, a 

preliminary Court. 

Th~n it went ~o the City court and 

then the last time was in the county Court. 
, 

Q Was anyone convicted in that mA~t.r 

that you r~call? 

A No. 

MR. STEDMAN: I have no furthGr 

.., 
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MR. KAYE: No qu••tione. 


We will waiva. 


(Thereupon, t.he deposition 


was conoluded at 4t45 P.M.) 

(Readinq, signing and notioe 

of filing waiv$d.) I
I 
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STATE OF FLORIDA ) 
ss 

CntmTY OP DADE ) 

I, LONNIE C. MORRIS, • PublicNotary 

in and for the State of Florida at Large, do heroby
1
j. 

certify that I reported the deposition of ABILIQ 

CORREA, a witness called by the Defendant in the 

above-styled cause. that the said witnes8 was duly 

from 1 to 31, inclusive, aonstitutG a truG record 

of the deposition by said witness. 

I further certify that I Am not I 

attorney or counsel of any of the parti•• , I 
relative or employ.~ of any attorney or counsel ! 
connect~d with the actien, nor financially interested I 
in t.he action .. I 

WITNESS my hand and ~.al at 

I 
Dade County, Florida, this :~th day of 00 1971.,' 

\, /' ," ) 

.-<.:;."';; i..'-.c.!__.{e___-,-_L~c'._ -, .- .... --I 
Not:ary Public" sta:fta of Florl'.'la 1 

at Large I 
My Commission expir.s: 7/5/81 I 
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