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Aztec Cannibalism and
the Calorific Obsession
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Garn’s comments (44 81:902-903, 1979) on
Harner’s (1977) hypothesis on Aztec can-
nibalism hits the nail right on the thumb.
Although Vayda and McCay (1975:295) and
many others have recognized the dangers in-
herent in a calorific obsession in ecological an-
thropology, much analysis continues to be car-
ried out based on an uncritical use of energetic
efficiency as a primary criterion. Garn's com-
ments are another manifestation of this obses-
sion. He argues forcefully that eating people is
highly inefficient in terms of calories, and pro-
vides statistics in support. This fails, however, to
shed any new light on the issue. That it is ineffi-
cient to eat at the top of the food chain is a fair-
ly self-evident phenomenon. And energetic effi-
ciency is not the critical issue for the Aztec, ac-
cording to Harner. Harner discusses can-
nibalism as a source of protein; Garn’s com-
ments on energy do not address the position he
is arguing against. As for Garn’s assertion that it
would have required vast amounts of meat to
provide the population with mere occasional
tidbits, Harner states, “But the point of this
paper is not to prove that cannibalism made a
contribution to the diet of the total population”
(1977:129). That Garn chose the strategy he did
to attack Harner’s position implies a belief that
energetic efficiency stands above all others with
regard to adaptation. Harner aptly shows this to
be false. Perhaps the most important implica-
tion of Harner’s work is that there are factors
other than energetic efficiency which need to be
considered, depending upon the exigencies of
particular situations.

622

References Cited

Garn, Stanley M.

1979 The Noneconomic Nature of Eating
People. American Anthropologist 81:
902-903.

Harner, Michael

1977 The Ecological Basis for Aztec Sacri-

fice. American Ethnologist 4:117-135.
Vayda, Andrew P., and Bonnie J. McCay

1975 New Directions in Ecology and Eco-
logical Anthropology. Annual Review of
Anthropology 4:293-306.

Submitted 24 June 1980
Accepted 19 January 1981

Affluent Hunters?
Some Comments in Light of
the Alyawara Case

KRISTEN HAWKES
JAMES F. O'CONNELL
University of Utah

Our recent analysis (O’Connell and Hawkes
in press) of plant food collecting among the
Alyawara, a central Australian hunting group,
shows that the cost of subsistence is sometimes
quite high, far higher than the current conven-
tional wisdom regarding hunters would suggest.
We infer from available data that under tradi-
tional conditions, Alyawara women may have
spent up to 70 hours per week collecting and
processing enough food for themselves alone. If
this inference is valid, it contradicts the widely
held notions (1) that hunters seldom spend
much time on the food quest, and (2) that they
consistently underuse resources and labor.! This
contradition results not from special features of
the Alyawara case, but from different methods
of calculating the costs of subsistence. The ap-
proach we take not only provides a more real-
istic view of these costs, but facilitates the devel-
opment of testable hypotheses concerning


http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp

	Article Contents
	p. 622

	Issue Table of Contents
	American Anthropologist, New Series, Vol. 83, No. 3 (Sep., 1981), pp. 513-768
	Front Matter [pp. 513-516]
	Changing Assumptions in Primate Ecology [pp. 517-533]
	Distribution Patterns of Tropical Plant Foods as an Evolutionary Stimulus to Primate Mental Development [pp. 534-548]
	Women's Preponderance in Possession Cults: The Calcium-Deficiency Hypothesis Extended [pp. 549-561]
	Cultural Holism Through Interactional Systems [pp. 562-581]
	Spiritual Aroma: Religion and Politics [pp. 582-601]
	Obituaries
	Klaus-Friedrich Koch, 1937-1977 [pp. 602-605]
	Ronald Leroy Olson, 1895-1979 [pp. 605-607]
	Robert Eugene Ritzenthaler, 1911-1980 [pp. 607-611]
	Ángel Palerm Vich, 1917-1980 [pp. 612-615]
	Prince Peter of Greece and Denmark, 1908-1980 [pp. 616-617]
	Marvin Kaufmann Opler, 1914-1981 [pp. 617-621]

	Reports and Comments
	Aztec Cannibalism and the Calorific Obsession [p. 622]
	Affluent Hunters? Some Comments in Light of the Alyawara Case [pp. 622-626]
	Fieldwork Ethics in Policy-Oriented Research [pp. 626-628]
	Creativity in Western Civilization: Intrinsic and Extrinsic Causes [pp. 628-630]
	Reply to Matthew Cooper [p. 630]
	Response of Deer to Human Blood Odor [pp. 630-634]
	Why Supportive Behavior in Human and Other Mammals? [pp. 634-638]
	Response to the Review of Females, Males, Families: A Biosocial Approach [pp. 639-641]
	Comment on Bock's Review of the Don Juan Papers [p. 641]

	Book Reviews
	Applied Anthropology
	Review: untitled [pp. 642-643]
	Review: untitled [p. 643]
	Review: untitled [pp. 644-645]
	Review: untitled [p. 645]
	Review: untitled [pp. 645-646]
	Review: untitled [pp. 646-647]

	Linguistics
	Review: untitled [pp. 647-649]
	Review: untitled [pp. 649-650]
	Review: untitled [pp. 650-652]
	Review: untitled [pp. 652-653]
	Review: untitled [pp. 653-654]
	Review: untitled [pp. 654-655]
	Review: untitled [pp. 655-656]
	Review: untitled [pp. 656-657]
	Review: untitled [pp. 657-659]
	Review: untitled [pp. 659-661]
	Review: untitled [p. 661]

	Archaeology
	Review: untitled [pp. 661-663]
	Review: untitled [pp. 663-664]
	Review: untitled [pp. 664-665]
	Review: untitled [pp. 665-666]
	Review: untitled [pp. 666-668]
	Review: untitled [pp. 668-669]
	Review: untitled [pp. 670-671]

	Ethnology
	Review: untitled [pp. 671-673]
	Review: untitled [pp. 673-674]
	Review: untitled [pp. 674-676]
	Review: untitled [pp. 676-677]
	Review: untitled [pp. 678-679]
	Review: untitled [pp. 679-680]
	Review: untitled [pp. 680-681]
	Review: untitled [pp. 681-682]
	Review: untitled [p. 682]
	Review: untitled [pp. 683-684]
	Review: untitled [pp. 684-685]
	Review: untitled [pp. 685-686]
	Review: untitled [pp. 687-688]
	Review: untitled [pp. 688-689]
	Review: untitled [pp. 689-690]
	Review: untitled [pp. 690-691]
	Review: untitled [pp. 691-692]
	Review: untitled [pp. 692-693]
	Review: untitled [pp. 693-694]
	Review: untitled [pp. 694-695]
	Review: untitled [pp. 696-697]
	Review: untitled [pp. 697-699]
	Review: untitled [pp. 699-700]
	Review: untitled [pp. 700-701]
	Review: untitled [pp. 701-703]
	Review: untitled [pp. 703-704]
	Review: untitled [pp. 704-705]
	Review: untitled [pp. 705-707]
	Review: untitled [pp. 707-708]

	General and Theoretical
	Review: untitled [pp. 708-710]
	Review: untitled [pp. 710-712]
	Review: untitled [pp. 712-714]
	Review: untitled [pp. 714-717]
	Review: untitled [pp. 717-718]
	Review: untitled [pp. 718-719]
	Review: untitled [pp. 719-721]
	Review: untitled [pp. 721-723]
	Review: untitled [pp. 723-724]
	Review: untitled [pp. 725-726]
	Review: untitled [pp. 726-728]
	Review: untitled [pp. 728-729]
	Review: untitled [p. 729]

	Physical Anthropology
	Review: untitled [pp. 730-731]
	Review: untitled [pp. 731-732]
	Review: untitled [pp. 732-733]
	Review: untitled [pp. 733-734]
	Review: untitled [pp. 734-735]


	Book Notes [pp. 736-739]
	Audiovisual Reviews
	Films
	Review: untitled [pp. 740-741]
	Review: untitled [pp. 741-742]
	Review: untitled [pp. 742-743]
	Review: untitled [pp. 743-744]
	Review: untitled [pp. 744-745]
	Review: untitled [pp. 745-746]
	Film Notes [p. 746]

	Audiovisual Books
	Review: untitled [pp. 746-748]
	Review: untitled [pp. 748-749]


	Back Matter [pp. 750-768]





