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‘Eduardo: Arocena speaks softly..

’ but with passion. He prefers three-

piece suits, does not drink or smoke . )
.Omega .7 is his creation. Miami,

.and is unfailingly polite with.his
neighbors. He has.been trained in

karate, enjoys the music of Wagner
- operations,

and is known as a family man.
- .Omar lives in a-world of patriots
and traitors. He makes bombs, or-

ders assassinations and writes cryp-

tic communiques. He is the master-
mind of Omega 7, a stern jefe who
trains subordinates .with care and
believes that Communists deserve
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death Hels wanted by the FBI

Eduardo Arocena is Omar.

where he has lived quietly with his

"wife and two chlldren, is-his base of -
) . ity for more than 30 bombings and

‘Three more -
bombings occurred: last week in ..

- Those are the conclusmns of law
enforcement authorities - who con-
sider him America’s. most danger-

ous anti-Castro terrorist.

“Omega 7 is.a small cellular
group headed by Eddie "Arocena,”’
acknowledged FBI .D'eputy' Assist-
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ant Director Kenneth Walton, who
heads a New Ycrk-based anti-ter-
rorism task force. “... Arocena is
Omar 2

Omega 7 has clalmed responsnbll-

two assassinations.

Miami. Despite heavy pressure
from the FBI, the group continues
to operate with impunity. : :

Arocena is curreantly on the run.

He - disappeared into the terrorist -

aster terrorist:

the run

uanderground -in October after he
was named in an arrest warrant is-
sued after an FBI affidavit said he
and four associates tried to kill
“uba's ambassador to the United
Nations in 1980.

“I haven’t got the slightest idea
what it could be about,” Arocena
said in August, after recejving a
subpena for a New York grand Jury :
investigating Omega 7. )

‘There is clearly more to' the' fed-.
eral grand -jury investigation in

New York than that single bombing

attempt: “We're talking about 30
Please turn to OMEGA/ 16A

Name: E Eduardo Arocena
Age: 39 _

Height: 5’ 6”

Hair: Brown .

Eyes: Blue

Sought on a charge of
interstate transportation
of »xplosives in connection
with a March 25, 1980,
attempt to murder Cuba’s
envoy to the United
Nations., -
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Thxs report is the fxrst ina
_ _contmumg series of amcles
. ..basedonaHerald .. "° -
" investigation of antl-Castro
L _térrorism, the agtivities of * "
- Cuban mtelhgence agents and4 .
. the response of Amencan -
" 'authontles i 3
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bombmgs and two murders,” ‘said
Assistant U.S. Attorney Michael
Tabak. - :

* Until now, Arocenas statns as
the nation’s préeminent anti-Castro
terrorist has been a closely guarded
secret.. -

- “He [Arocena] started Omega,”
said a Justice Department official.

“He is probably the most dedicated

patriot in the Cuban field that the
law . enforcement community has
ever experienced in seven years of
bombings and murders.”

Last week, three annn-area
businesses* were the targets of
bombs fashioned from C-4 plastic
explosive, a battery and a timing

device. Police recovered one of the| .
bombs intact and say it is similar to:

others claimed by Omega.7.

‘We are back again’

“What’s happening ‘is Mnamx is
becoming a war zone,” said Police
Sgt. Edward Buff a bombmg inves-
tigator.

Tuesday’s bombmgs come at a
time when Arocena is under in-
creasingly heavy pressure from the
FBI. The bombs were accompanied
by a communique signed by “Omar,
Chief of Commandos, Omega 7." -

1t referred to “abuses” by a fed-

eral grand jury in New York that

has been aggressively investigating
Omega 7 and to the FBI, which has
zought to arrest Arocena.
The note concluded with this
~hilling warning: “The new betray-
] awoke Medusa We are back
1gain.” :
During the late 19705, Arocena

operated from New Jersey, say offi-|

¢ials.'who have studied- Omega 7,

‘and his - primary targets were in

Manhsttan. .

‘At the time, he worked for the
Newark Waterfront Commission as
a -longshoreman, - the -trade’ he
learned as a youig man in Cuba.

! “He was an honest man,’j said
Salvador Rassi, his supervisor at
the pori.- Arocena often practiced
karate, Rassi said, and enjoyed the
classical music of Wagner. Beetho-
ven and Chopin. -* .

“At night and on his days off offi-
cials allege, Arocena trained 2nd di-
rected a small band of terrorists and
also served as a kind of chief execu-
tive officer to the suspected rulmg
council of Omega 7.

Throughout the late 1970s, the
Omege 7 operation in New Jersey
ran smoothly. The name Omar was
widely feared in Cubdn communi-
ties. The 'FBI was fooled by what

amounted to a clever dxsmformanon '.

campaign.

Operatlon meves south

In the final months of 1980 how-
ever, Arocena made a decision that
would later touch Lijttle Havana.
Apparently 2s a resuit of pressure

from the highly regarded FBI-New .
York Police. Department anti-ter--
‘rorism task force, he moved south.

Arocena quit his. job as a long-

shoreman and moved with his wife, |-
“Miriam, to Miami. They bought a
1§90, 000 home. at 10001 SW 14th,
Ter., near Florida International Uni-
versity. He set up Beta Import-Ex-

port, working from a modest office
at 1937 NW 22nd St.- .

.Beta’s office space is now a tax--

lor s shop.
“They left tlus piace " s:ud the

-new tenant.

: "Arocena’s nelghbors in Mlamx say
he was often seen playing baseball

with his two children, a boy and a
girl, and caring for the family pet, a £
small black and white spotted dog. -

When he left for work in the morn-

ing, they said, he was always neatly | \

~"'att1red ina suxt and txe
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"He was “close to his children,
you could see that,” said Juana Car-
randi, who lives next door. .“He
séemed a good person. ... Eduardo
was a family mari; one who ‘brings
everything home for his famlly He
liked to be home.” -

Another ‘neighbor said - she once’

thought Arocena was a car dealer
because ‘‘every day he would come
home in -a different car” and he
seemed to travel frequently.

“He didn’t talk at-all, outside of
saying hello,” she said: “[He was]
very serious, very reserved.”

Arocena’s wxfe .declined to com-

ment.

“Pretend that T am widowed or
divorced,” she said. “I don’t want to
be bothered any more. ... Go ask
the FBL.”

Second exile to Miami
Like many Cuban exiles. during

the so-called 1980 Freedom Flotilla,
Arocena reportedly traveled by

boat to the port of Mariel in an ef--

fort to help a relative leave Cuba.
-About the same time Arocena
moved south, & second exile, who
investigators allege worked closely
with Arocena in New Jersey, also

moved to Miami. Pedro Remon left

behind 3:job with.a freight. compa-.
ny and was hired as a sales repre-
sentative with Ryder Truck Ltnes
in Miami. - .

Since the move, officials who
have studied Cuban terrorism have
concluded that Omega 7's center of
gravity has shifted to Miami, that
South Florida has.become the new

-setting -for Arocena's anti-Castro

rage. . -
“You’re having actlous and we

“aren’t,” Walton said from his New

York: FBI office. “... We [in New
York] have not eradicated these
people We have exported them.”
-The_latést. rash of :bombings. in
anxm suggests that the work of
the federal grand jury has neutral-
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_ized only & single, ndw-mactive ceH
of the original Omega. 7,
Officials say that Tuesday‘s bom-
bings suggest that ‘there ,may be
other cells of Omega 7 in-South

Florida and that Arocena’s abxhty to

strike appears undiminished. -

“It is.obvious we don't know the -
whole [Omega] plan and what he’s |
got access to,” said one official. “If °

itis as bad as we thmk itis, he s got
a pretty long arm L

Arocena at all levels"

Invesugators now believe Omega 1

7's structure probably resembles a
pyramid, with .Arocena at the top,
followed by a ruling council of
which he is.a member, followed by

several “cells” or close-knit groups’

of “action members.”. Estimates of
the size range Trom a handful of Ar-
ocena loyalists to more than 100 se~
cret supporters =

Whatever the stmcture mvestl-'

gators say, it appears that Arocena
works at all levels; taking part in
the planning, financing and training
and the bullding and plecmg of
bombs ) 3 S B

.- “Omega 7 is’ aixyWhere {Arocena}

,takes off his three-plece suit,” Wal-
ton said.

The contrédxctxons that surround"

his life are characteristic of recur-
ring themes within the anti-Castro
movement. They combine a pas-
sionate Cuban nationalism with a
coldblooded appetite for violence.

- Details of his youth in Cuba are
sketchy. He was born on-Feb. 26,
1943,t0 a famxly iri the province of
Las Villas. He is remembered as
self-c[facing and a quiet youth, a bit
of a loner who gained local recogni-
tion as an amateur wrestler. ;

He was 15 the year Fidel Castro

came down from the Sxerra Maes-
tra. -
In 1965, Arocena stowed away
on a cargo ship. His -journey into
exile led first to. Morocco, then
Spain and finally to :New York,
where he arrived in 1966 aboard
the cargo ship the SS Independence.. -

Ernesto Rodriguez, now retired ]
in Miami, was a friend of Arocena’s |
in New Jersey. He said that . the
longshoreman was an avid student
of Cuban history and that together
they would often visit bookstores in
Elizabeth, NJ. - - .

“To me, he is not a tetronst *
Rodriguez said. “To me, he is a pa-
triot. A working man. A’ good
friend..A good Cuban. ... I'don’t’

believe that he 1s a murderer, He lS

a man of farmly

Observed exﬂe leaders

Arocena was, it seems, always an
anti-Communist. During his early
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Eduardo Arocena,
39, of 10001 SW 14th
Ter., has operated Bet_a
Import-Export of - .
Miami for nearly two" "
years. Born in Cuba, he
spent much of the last
decade in Newark, - .. -
N.J., werking asa
longshoreman. FBI
officials say he is a
leading figure in Omega

7, a secret anti-Castro terrorist organization that has
_claimed responsibility for more than 30 bombings
and murders. He is currently a fugitive from federal -
‘charges that he participated in a plan to kill the
Cuban ambassador to the United Nations. Arocena
has publicly denied any knowledge of Omega 7.

portedly circulated among - various

c-anti-Castro exile groups.and .im-
“pressed his associates as 4 quief and

studious observer of exile leaders.
- “He sat in the background and
‘watched them make asses of them-
selves,” said one source familiar
with Arocena'’s early life. “He saw
their mistakes and he capxtallzed on
them.” - ‘
Dunng the penod leading up to
the mid-1970s, it appears that Ar-
ocena also studied the art of may-

hem, learning most of what he :

knows about making bombs from
manuals that were commerclally
available.

Eduardo Arocena s home at.10001 SW 14th Ter., near
- 'Florida lnternatxonal University. /‘4 Lafen, Ne

- years in the Umted States, he Te- F_ of physxcal power and personal dxgﬁ

- emotions.
- pel vision,” Walton said. ““His entire

; -ously. He left his ielmly. He’s on the
run.

- ticulate, dedicated anti-Commuinist
. Cuban.. {But] he’s. got. his -head

" screwed on wrong.
- ple. That doesn’t. make -him a ro-

. bomber.”

" People who have’ et Arocena ,
" say he projects a compelling sense :
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nity. He can be persuasive when he
speaks of “the cause,” but is not a
braggart and rarely gives rein to his
+ “He has got absolutely total tun-

life has to do with Omega 7. Obvi-
"[Arocena} isa very erudite, ar-
. What he

‘does is build borabs and shoot peo-

mantic fo‘k hero. He 5a killer and a

- Arocena's personal habits are.'
said to be spartan. He scorns drink-



+ing, womanizing ‘and’ drug - ahucs
‘and demands an ,unswervirfg ac‘::l:;?'
.Jitment to his. personal . crusade
ggﬁllxi:stfi‘xgel Castro.... -~ =
.v... He [Arocena] is not your typica]
 Latin,” said a source. f:’miliary&gﬁ
Arocena. “There is one Arocena in
every_5:000 Cuban exiles.” fen
¥, :folg;aijs_yyhg have made a career
of investigating' Omega 7 técord jts.
birth sometime in late 1974, Law
enforcement. sources say they be-
lieve it stemmed from  Arpena's
. Trustration ‘with the lethergy of the
. anti-Castro movement. - , - g

Attack pattern the same
The first recorded attack was
Feb. 1, 1975, when. a bombaiv‘;g
placed at the Venezuelan mission to
the United Nations. From that open-
ing salvo to last Tuesday’s bom-
bings in Little Havana, the pattern

has been basically the same.
Omega 7. would rise up - from

working-class = Cuban " neighbor-
hoods,-attack the symbols of their .
‘anti-Commurist hatred, then disap- '
pear into a frightened, tightly knit

community where witnesses don’t |
talk and victims don’t remember.: .

~ Their targets have included
Cuban _diplomats, exiles who fa-
vored a dialogue with Fidel Castro,

nations that are friendly with Has

vana, and airlines that scheduled-
flights to the .island nation. Three
men have been killed.

.'Bombs are their ‘weapon 'of
choice, but they have also used ma-
chine guns. An Arocena-planned at- -
tack, investigators say, is typically
well thought out and skillfully exe-
cuted. No innocent bystander has
ever been seriously injured. o

“They are more professional than
some —of -the other - [terrorist} -
groups,” said Walton, whose task
force is credited with pioneering in-
novative law enforcement strate-
gies against terrorism. “Their tar-
gets indicate a higher degree of se- :
lectivity.™ . .1 erclnan T oo g0 BB

Omegd. 7’s most dramatic attack .
was the Dec. 11, 1979, bombing of
the Soviet Mission to the U.N. It
caused a diplomatic furor. The most,
vicious was the shooting of Com-
mittee of 75 member Eulalio Negrin
in front of his 12-year-old son. g
~They also took responsibility for
trying to intimidate a major Spanish-
language newspaper, El Diario La
Prensa, and were blamed for a ha-’
rassment campaign - against a
Roman Catholic priest who favored
the dialogue with Cuba. .~ ;

“cials have ventured several theories
-on Omega 7. Earlier this year, FBI.

™3

In the past, law enforcement offi-

Director William Webster testified
that Omega 7 was the “action arm
of the Cuban Nationalist Movement
[CNM].” -Others claimed it wa$ an
umbrella. organization for all éxile
groups. ¥ i 5

“That’s

what we thoitght [réfer- !

‘ring to the CNM connection],’.}‘ said |

Arthur Nehrbass, commander of the
‘Metro-Dade Police Organized Crime
Bureau and a former head of the
Miami FBI office. “It’s not true.”
-The CNM is a dangerous anti-
Castro group with ties to Miami and
it has been linked to such notorious |
Aacts as the assassination of former
Chilean Ambassador Orland¢ Lete- ]

" Miam1 dfficer puts parts of defused
Replica Magazine office.

- Linked to other groups ;.

L
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lier. But the CNM was never Dmega
7, officials now say. The confection
‘was camouflage. Pl
“Omega 7 ... is a separate enti-
ty,” Walton said. “And the connec-
tion with CNM, if there is any con-
nection at all, is probably ethnic
rather than philosophical. . -
“They {Omega 7] permitted Ar-.
mando Santana {a CNM leader| and .
his brothers to imply a connection

in order to confuse law enforce-

ment. And they were very success-
ful.” . ]
Law enforcement sources say
two characteristics set Arocena
apart from other exile terrorists
and help aplain his success: He has
never sought personal recognition
for what he views as revolutionary
-activities and he has generally re-
fused to work with the CIA. i
“[Arocena] is very dedicated,’
said a veteran terrorism investiga-

tor. “... He thinks it is the only

way to fight.”

Much of the FBI's evidence
against Arocena and other Omega 7
members remains concealed by
grand jury secrecy. But there are

some clues to how his New Jersey .

operation came unraveled.

On Dec. 22, 1980, a powerful |

blast rocked the Cuban Embassy in
Canada. Within hours of that bom-
bing, say investigators, a U.S. Bor-
der Patrol official stopped two

|

|

Miami Cubans at the Canadian bor-

der. . T
 One was Ramon Sanchez, a
Miami exile who has long.-been as-
sociated ..with “anti-Castro” revolu-
tionary ‘causes.. The .other was
Pedro Remon, 38, thén an unknown
quantity te law enforcement. . -

. Telephone' toll- récords later re-
flected frequent:calls between Re-
-mon’s telephone number and Aroce-
1ia’s, according to an FBI affidavit.

~That link reportedly: led agents 10

focus on Arocena. .- -

In October; warrants were issued

-for’ Arocena and ‘Remon after- an
FBI affidavit said both had partici-
pated in the March 25, 1980, at-
tempted bombing of a Cyban diplo-
mat. ;L edsn d L g ;

~,“After  their, arrival .in - Miami,
Remon and -Arocena - dpparently
parted ways, according .to various
sources. Each has denied knowing

of,, .7 . SRS .
" ‘Remon for his part appeared to

“prosper, but remained a key suspect.

in the Omega 7 investigation. In
July, Sanchez said he and Remon

. discovered an . FBI eavesdropping

device in Remon’s car.

“They [the FBI] have been trying
to connect us with.some of the kill-
ings and bombings 'in New York
and -Canada,” said Sanchez, who
said he was speaking on Remon’s
behalf. He said he and Remon, who
are both members of the Organiza-

tion for the Liberation of Cuba, are

not members of Omega 7.
Two issues unresolved

Both Remon and Sanchez are
now in a New York jail on con-
tempt charges for refusing to an-
'swer grand jury questions. Remon
is on temporary leave from Ryder
Truck Lines, where he is remem-
bered as a good salesman and sharp
dresser who. never discussed poli-
tics. “d - R

“He did a good job for us,” said

Ryder supervisor Lewis Dixon.
" "As a result of the grand jury's
work, officials. now believe the
original Arocena-trained Omega 7
cell in Mew Jersey has been crip-
pled. - "

But at least two issues remain un-
resolved, "~ < - et

Defense attorneys representing
suspected Omega 7 members say
that wiretaps were authorized
under the foreign internal security
act but that the Justice Department
won't say why. £ E
" Walton acknowledges:**There is
obviously an -international connec-
tion as it applies to Omar and
Omega 7 ..: intelligence, acquisi-

the ether or having worked togeth- ¢ ,
; i e s . Omar remains free. -

tion of explosives, firearms, trans-'
portation, false identity, passports,

perhaps even’money.” . - :

Sources familiar with the investi-
gation say there are indications that
Arocena has developed extensive
contacts among right-wing groupsz
in Argentina and cther South Amer-'
ican-countries. A

If they exist, such links would be
reminiscent of the relationship that
surfaced between the CNM and the
Chilean secrgt police after the as-
sassination of Letelier. ;

The second issue is less compli-
cated but more important to Miami.

Herald Staff Writers Jay Ducassi,
John MacCormack and Neil Brawn
also contributed to this report.






