The Dlspatch Hudson/ Bergen Counues, NJ. Weduesday. Septemher 5 1984

mer g ,},,11

Tav
&6

Wltness. Arocena

P NEW YORK (UPI)-—A former

.Omega 7 soldier testified yesterday .
that he had urged the repuied chief -

of the anti-Castro terrorist group to
plead guilty so its- links. to. drug_
trafflckers would' remain. secret..

" Gerardo, Necuze, " 46, of Miami, £

-took the starrd ‘at the: trxal of former::

New Jersey dockworker Eduardo

" ‘Arocena. Arocena is. charged with-
masterminding Omega 7’3 -eight
* years of violence, including murder :
- and bombings: in - New'. York, New L
_'_lersey .and Florida;~ - <" =

Necuze said he learned from the 2
FFBI.that Arocena had divulged in- .-

gwlty plea asked

_formation about Omega: 7: and its..
. ties'to Florida drug dealers :

Knowmg this would be used aa

. propaganda by Cuba’s Fidel Castro,.

Necuze said he urged Arocena and

cother Omega,'l members. to plead
guilty to bombing charges; Nécuze -
said he feared that a: trial would"
‘reveal the - group’s links- ‘to drug -

dealersand would . hurt ‘its. mem- .
bers’

land;

mony at " Arocena’s trial in US
District. Court in Manhattan was;
fertile ground for Castro. .

T never thought that the Omega-

Would. pive- {he | ‘very. close. friends.. s, e

7 organization .
chance to the communist govern-:
‘ment_of Cuba.to see us in court;”
‘morally destroyed, associated: with
‘drugs and looking like, garbage,” he -

image’ ‘ass-freedom " fighters
struggling - to llberate therr home-'

Necuze lamented that the testi-:

sald sadly

A Convicted - Mlann drug dealer
“testified last week ‘that he hired
. Arocena and his Orhega 7 soldiers
. to collect his.drug debts: and serve
as his ' bodyguardl T )

Necuze pleaded gullty in Febru-
arycto taking ‘part .in the Miami-
bomb attacks on the ‘Mexican con--
sulate Ahe Nicaraguan™ consulate
‘and the offices of Replica magazine. .
He faces up o 10 years in prison.
Two. -other. Omega .7, members
pleaded gmlty with Necuze, g

Necuze sald he became a member
of Omega 7 because “Ihad a ieelmg
I could do.something for my .coun-~
. try.”* He said he. and Arocena -were

. “For me, he i lB hke a brother and
he kfiows it,” Necuze ~said, starmg
at :the defendant T





