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INTRODUCTION

On the 683 rolls of this microfilm publication are reproduced
report forms sent to postmasters by the U.S. Post Office Depart-
ment seeking information for the Topographer's Office to use in
compiling postal route maps. Nearly all the site location reports
fall within the period from the mid-1860's to 1946. There are
reports for a few post offices dated in the late 1830's, for a
few years in the 1850's, and for the period 1946-50.

Background

Before 1837 the Post Office Department had no official
mapmaker and purchased its maps from commercial firms or private
individuals. 'On March 13, 1837, Henry A. Burr was appointed
the first Topographer of the Post Office. He began preparing
maps for the use of postal officials. In 1862 Postmaster General
Montgomery Blair directed the Topographer to prepare a com-
prehensive set of postal maps for sale to the public. Maps of
States, or groups of States, were tc be continually updated by
the Topographer's Office. Later, similar maps were prepared
for territories and possessions. On January 3, 1955, the
Postmaster General ordered the end of sales of postal route maps
and eliminated the need to accumulate reports on post office
site locations.

These records are chiefly forms on which postmasters
furnished data that were used by the Topographer to determine
the location of post offices in relation to nearby post offices
and transportation routes and facilities. The reports do not
show the exact locations of post offices (except for some in
the 1940's, which gave street addresses), nor do they include
information about the buildings in which post offices were housed
or operated. The reports constituted.an important part of the
procedure for establishing new post offices. Generally the
Appointment Division of the First Assistant Postmaster General's
Office sent a site-location report form to the postmaster nearest
the proposed post office for completion. During the latter part
of the 19th century, reports on prospective post offices employed
forms that included more items of information than appeared on
the forms used for reporting changes of site. Sometimes this
first site location report shows the names proposed by local
citizens for that post office.

As the Topographer's requirements for geographical information
became more sophisticated, the report form was altered to request
additional data. Although, over the years, site location reports
changed in format, most requested the following information about
a post office: (1) county and State (or Territory); (2) land
description used by the Federal survey system (range, township,
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and section), if applicable; (3) mail route number and distance
from the post office to the nearest mail route; and (4) the
closest rivers, creeks, canals, roads, and railroads. Most reports
also include a diagram or sketch map compiled by the postmaster
or a pyjnted map annotated by him to show the location of the
post office. Some reports also give the name of the contractor
for the mail route. The form used in reporting on a prospective
post office requested information about the number of families
or the number of people that would be served by the new office.
Occasionally, when there were insufficient data in the files for
proper delineation of a post office on a postal route map, the
Topographer's Office queried a postmaster. Some of the records
are merely replies to inquiries about the name of the county
seat, the location of a landmark, information about mail routes,
or other data that were needed by the Topographer.

The reports are arranged alphabetically by State (including
the District of Columbia) and are followed by reports for the
Canal Zone, Guam, Samoa, the Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico
(in that order) and end with the Philippine Islands. The Teports
for each State or other entity are arranged alphabetically by
major civil division (such as county, parish, or district) and
therunder by name of post office in rough alphabetical order.
(The user of this publication is advised to go through the
records for the entire county that includes the post office of
interest because no attempt has been made to perfect the alpha-
betical order of the reports below the county level.) When there
is more than one report for a particular post office, the reports
are usually arranged chronologically with the most recent report
first and the oldest report last. Reports for post offices whose
names have been changed are normally filed under the most recent
name, but sometimes they are filed under the earlier name or
names. Boundaries of civil divisions were sometimes changed
so that reports for a given post office might have been filed
under more than one county or State and thus may appear in more
than one place in the records; e.g., post offices in Indian
Territory may also be in the records for the State of Oklahoma.
Under the District of Columbia are reports for some Maryland
and Virginia post offices and some military post officcs actually
located in those two States.

_ To locate the report or reports for a particular post office,
select. the roll for the State or other entity that includes the
county in which the post office was located. Gazetteers, atlases,
and commercially published postal guides (with various titles),
all of which are available in most large public libraries, should
be consulted to learn the name of the county in which a particular
post office was located.

Some records concerning site location reports have not been

reproduced in this microfilm publication. Excluded is correspond-
ence between the Topographer's Office and State officials concerning
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State and county boundaries or containing lists of counties.
Occasionally State and local officials voluntarily submitted
booklets, pamphlets, and other information relating to State
nd county boundaries and the establishment of counties; jthese
also have not been reproduced.

Related Records

The records reproduced in this microfilm publication are
part of the Records of the U.S. Postal Service, Record Group 28
in the custody of the National Archives and Records Service
(NARS). The site location reports provide geographical informa-
tion that can be used in conjunction with Microfilm Publication
M841, Record of Appointment of Postmasters, 1832-September 30,
1971. The postal route maps, among cartographic records in the
custody of NARS, also contain information about post office
locations. ' '

Additional information regarding the Topographer and postal
route maps may be found in Records and Policies of the Post
Office Department Relating to Place-names, Arthur Hecht and
William T. Heynen, compilers (NARS Reference Information Paper
No. 72, Washington, 1975); and Arthur Hecht, '""Route Maps of the
U.S. Postal Service of the 18th and 19th Centuries,'" American
Pnilatelist, Vol. 93 (November 1979), p. 981-986. Administrative
use of the site location reports in the late 19th century is
descrited in Report [of] the Select Committee of the United
States Senate . . . To Inquire Into and Examine the Methods of
Business and Work in the Executive Departments, ete. (50th Cong.,
1st sess., S. Rept. 507, Pt. 3). 7

A

This introduction was written by Jerry L. Clark and edited

by Robin Zeltner.
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(Mo 30, POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT, |
CONTRACT OFFICE,

W ASHINGTON, ... Q(Af/ 5,186

SIR:
To enable the Topographer :f this Department to determine, with as much accuracy as possible,

the relative positions of Post Offices so that they may be correctly delineated on ils maps, the Postmaster
General requests you to fill up the spaces andAiswer the questions below, and return the same, verified
by your signature and dated, un str to (his\Qjice. :

Respecgfully,\ de., de.,

To POSTMASTER AT __\o/.

The (P. O. Dept.) name-of my oﬂice is
*Its local name is
It is sitvated in the r/ &
,2 / e ﬂ(;orth or eouth ) Range
of /Lﬂ* e secd , State of -
The name of the most promment river near 1t 1
The name of the nearcst creek is olee,

artor o" So-ctlon No. aZ /, in Township

,3 f fag/f (east or west,) County

"_,

6?2'_ {(C\‘/L

This office is f miles from said river, on t.he g ‘ﬁ-! /'” sxde of 1t and 18

.7 /f wiles from s'ud nearest creek, on the .,/oame of b0 i T

The name of the nearest office on route No. is i e e 4~£ , and its
distanceis 5 /- miles, by the traveled road, ina 7 < "’/f‘&;ﬁ dir ection from this my office.

The name of the ncarest office on the samne route on the otherside is 7y1 r Sze 20
and its distanceis £ y4 " milesina T A zZ dlrecuon from this'my oﬂico

The name of the necarest offico off the route is ﬁ/ZL ce S , and its

distance by the most direct road is /5 ¢" miles i ina .:/‘ é dlrectlon from this my office.

Sta'e, under this, the names of all other offices rwar " your qﬁce, n dj fcrent d:ircctions from it, and .

their distances from it by the most direct roads. 4{ ol s ;?4/ ce

-
h/7L c(‘/"‘ ,m I‘Jrﬂr( , ele. (‘a e f"“__(,_‘ e
/ //cwzz P mw o ///z'z—'i Al

f cf 1/:7/f ,ca.?c ,:. ((A&w/' - o j
/( it TPt N aer //(’,L_ e 7" //14/&;( 'tlé [ Paclds’ h‘z:#/-'t/‘* Ser
*If the town, village, or site of the Post Ofice, be. knogm by another name than that of the Post Office, state that other
nrame here, that it may be identified on the map of the State (or Territory.) '
LA diagram of tho township and scctions, (or, wiere the land is not so divided, a sketch map,) shuwmg the precise

locahon of your office, together with the nd_]ommg Post Ofices, towns or villages, the roads, railroads, and larger streams or
creeks, in addition to the nbove, will be useful, and is desired. (8e: diagram blank accompanying this, to be filled up.) -




@mgmm MM@ Hhoo actls ,%t/w //mm/ﬁmm \ LPist Offien

i Toranslifs 2L i T ongo AL Aeslef . Pl
d/éew/wm; %‘m{'f ‘f ...‘.é./(é/ { LAl e ;‘-7’2&4.

0/_“;,;.._.. ’//( /((//;
0/%«.;

eft is requested that M/a cowst sits: of the /vm,wsozl or existing

Post Gfice, as also the roads to the adjnining offices, and the larger

streams or rovers, be mariked on this dwyrwm/ Zo Z& mmrnezi as soorn

as ,w.mZZ& éo é/w c@bé:i& ﬁ//wa Depr

iy we”
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5/ (101.) 7‘”
Post Gffice Depuriment,
TOPOGRAPHER'S OFFICE,

Eﬁas&i_nglm%éw%_ 2t

o m /
énable the Topographer of this Department to determine, with as mucl

possible, the relative positions of Post Offices, so that they may be.correctly de \ &3
miaps, the Postmaster General requests you to fill up the spaces below, and the &% (i il

fourth page, returning the same, verified by your signature and dated, under gue ShIS }»/
Office.

Respeéetfully, &e., W .
&
f . Topographer P. 0. Dept.
To POSTMASTER AT ..o~ ”"Jé"j

*TIts local name is.... oo A MDA

(\It is situated in the .. NW g K S quarter of Section No.x..@ﬁ?f‘fu Township

Ll N %ﬁwﬁ (meth-gg south), Range.. LAMANAM __ X Wﬂakgs) ......... (east or=wst), County
of ... 0n A, ................ , State of.}Hﬂﬂ‘\&L ST ) R % :

The name of the most prominent river near it is ... S v dagian d{/w{'(" e

The name of the nearest creekis ....... {Z)CAA’LQAALL.GQM ........................................
This Office is.... 4. miles from said river, on the LYY A= _side of it, and lslgl'/w ...........
miles from said nearest creek, on the--JN.\'.(AA:.---side of it. 7
The name of the nearest Qffice on route Nouﬂxb% ... 18 %‘A”ﬂmo ..., and its
S distance is UA)Q\QJ\ miles, by the traveled road, in a My Ll*&&tf.’tge% direction frothhis my Office.
h The name of the nearest Office, on the same route, on the other side, is I_OLK& ‘ (H.ml- ..........
? and its distance is ﬁkiggw\. miles in a._,btmxg.. Ak ... direction from this my Office. :
The name of the mearest Office off the route is ... O\ANY‘QN\ELQ, .............................. , and its
distance by the most direct road is Nimar_ miles in a_ JNirVanduy direction from this my Office.’
This office is at a distance of -..___.oa0.amalLd. from the ... &M ................ Station of
the AL AT Aduaca Raveex Railroad, on the _SeuXM . side of the railroad.

State, under this, the names of other Offices near your Office, in different directions Sfrom it, and their dis-
tances from it by the most direct roads.

*If the town, village, or site of the Post Office be known by another name than'that of the Post Office, state that other name
here, that it may be identified on the map of the State (or Territory). :

IZ"A diagram of the township and sections (or, where the land is not g0 divided, a sketch map), showing the precise location
of your Office, together with the adjoining Post Offices, towns, or villages, the roads, railroads, and.larger streams or creeks, in addi-
tion 1o the above, will be useful, and is desired.—(Sce diagram blank accompanying this, to be filled up.) ' .

(Signature of Postmaster.) / i é .......................... - 0(.—- g% ’

LeoTRors, ww.v)__,&&e__(zf %/Wé g



/

®ffice Depaximent,

TOPOGRAPHER’S OFFICE,
7/24/5&7/&7@ o % 6%1/1/0 , /(5"'/ /
Sir: '

To enable the Topographer of this Department to determine, with as much

accuracy as possible, the relative posptions of Post Offices, so that they may be
correctly delineated on W Postimaster General requests yow care-

Jully to answer the questions below, and furnish the diagram on the other side,
returning the same as soon as possible, verified by your signature and dated,
under cover to the Topographer’s Office, Post Office Department,

Respectfully, &c., s W—"/Q aarls

TOPOGRAPHER P. 0. ULyt
T, opographer P, 0. Dept.

Zs»fw s

To POSTMASTER AT éyé% W%é{_

The (P. O. Dept.) name of my Office is
If the town, village, or site of the Post Office be known by another name than that of the Post

Office, state that other name here: {5~_______(£C0_ . -

The P. O. is situated in'the _. X. 20 . quarter of Section No. ... \J..... , in Zownship
........... ZTL.. ( south), Range .. I 6T - (east owwast), County
of /3444,;::5“ , State of et A

The name of the most prominent r7ze» near it is ... e e o
The name of the nearest creek S .o
This Office is ./d.%=._. % mile} from said river, on the .. M/2e%4 __side of it, and is ............_._.
miles from said nearest creek, on the ... side of it.
(My Office is on Mail Route No. Lt 30 2 o~
“1 My Office is a Special Office supplied from , miles distant.
The name of the nearest Office on my route is..____.oo__ooocooooo , and its
distanceis......... miles, by the traveled road,ina ......._______. direction from this, my Office.
The name of the nearest Office, on the same route, on the other side, is
\ and its distance is ..__.___. milesina._..________________ direction from this, my Office.

The name of the nearest Office off #ie route is - ) , and its

distance by the most direct road is......... milesina ... direction from this, my Office.

The name of the nearest railroad is . Alutedee Lok W D) Q / %

If on the line of or near the rallroad on which side and how far from the track is &our Office

located?-.zgi.ﬂf_&/"'/b“f v‘Z /’ZM —4«/1—1&«4/1 %) 4“—*"*‘_1”;{ 7%?:1’0

g T i

5-2312




BDIAGUAM siowing the site of the Ptiet. 72&3 _ Post Office

in Township ... Z 7" ________ (Aeow S.), Rande ‘j L (o)
of@{fefg&ri@cipal Meridian, County of ... 7 T — a—A/(> ________________ , State
of .. ¢ Ko ., with the adjacent Townships and Post Offices.

1t is requested that the exact site of your Post Office, as also the roads to the adjoining.
Offices, and the rivers and creeks, be marked on this diagram, to be returned as soon as possi-
ble to the Topographer's Office, Post Office Department. If on, or near a railroad, mark
the raily duo{jacant Station accurately.

In localities not surveyed by the U. S. Land Office, a sketch map is requested.
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of

: Postmaster, 7- f of// //

DIVISION OF
E?UIPM!NT AND OUPPLI’I
TOPOGRAPHY BRANCH

Jioat Office Bepurtment

FOURTH ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENER

ﬂaﬂ!ﬁmtm!/ vv) /0

erérg, @,

| Sfhruiz

In order thatwpost office may be accurately represented upon the post-route maps,
it is requested that you carefully answer the questions below and-furnish-a-sketclraccording-te-instruc-
tioks.on-opposite-side-of-paper, which should be returned to this Division as soon as possible.

FOURTH ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL. -

-

The name of my postoffice Is. TlTUSVlLLQ‘,. FLOY“ SCL,

If the town, village, or site of the post office be known by another name than that of the post office, state that other
name here: ' ” o .

My post office is situated in theﬁ.&tl}f...ﬁ‘.{.f..ﬁ.r.....quurter of Section No.....§ weeremeneey 1D Township. leorg .
Rnnge...;..‘f.‘...‘g ..... , of the TALANAS SEE principal meridian, County of BTCY“—X . .
State of FrLthY"v ]

The name of the nearest river is -L“% 19 “’ R‘ ve vy and the poét-otﬁce buildlné isata
distance of 200 FT. . ‘on the W¢5+ side of it.

. N, 8,B,or W, .

The name of the nearest creek is NelNE and the post-office buildiug is at n
distance of — . . on the mmersond side ot it.

N., S, E,or W,
The name of the nearest office on my route is W \- som, ‘: L oY} S .

and its distance lsi....ﬂs..&.'.‘ ......... miles, by the traveled road, in “\Eﬂg\’ev ....... direction from this, my office.

N, 8,B,or Wi .
The name of the nearest office on my route. on the other side, is. Mok
and its distance is.....77. miles, in a e direction from this, my office.
N., S.. B,or W.

The name of the nearest office not on my route is.....LM. oman._ KIVE R ciry

and its distance ls%/’- ...... miles, by the traveled road, in MT.QISEA"' ...... direction from this, my office.
oy or W.

The post-office building is on the EA‘SSI}B: ...... i _side of the. F Lox l} a Ea.%‘\‘ Coa s'i‘ Railroad,
N. o or

and at §| distance otlzsoFF ...from the track.

The railroad station name is TATYSVILLE PY F L R

The air-line distance fmm my post office, to the nenrest point of my county boundary is 7/2' ................... miles,
s WERE o treton C Sornie' /7 Lo ok e
S, ,orW.
Pogtmaste M L.

4901 *—urs




A1 mgmm shoruing the scle of the...... %,ﬁu __________________ LPst Offfece
Afe Lrnernkif X Charlsy 4 oipial |
owns ya - Mb%ya ......... SEW/ ............... \m m,cyuv
dféceu/mw, %an{/ / ________ d ’I‘(/V‘WWA«( ______________________ y Sl
ﬂ/ E WIWLOLW ......................... , welh lhe adacent g;mwdyw and LPosl %\)

Offoies D [ <
tis reque ted that the exact site of the proposed, or existing Post Office, as also/ the

roads to the adjoining Offices, and the larger streams or rivers, be marked on this diagram, to i
be returned as soon as possible to the Post Office Department. If on, or near a railroad, &\ J
mark the railroad and adjacent Station accurately.

~
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Podt Oftice Pepartment |
FOURTH ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL 7
mmm i bNISlOﬁEgFUl;":)::GRAH{Y
Pestmmester, a1 1942
TITUSVILLE,
FLA.

The Suillowne rSommomr 3 Teguived in order that your post office may be shown in its proper location on postal maps.
Tewe compiets s Sorw Somedietsly and return it without delay with the map or sketch described on the reverse side.
£ S o rraly @ wok necemwnry. w —

FOURTH ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL.

1L S zddress o poss oee (3 Madn St County __Brevand

|4

Trwoship (If location is described by section, township, and range, fill in line 8.)

TV corier of sectiom 3 Township _ 22 K. orsouth Range 35E or f. Bast

i

L Wozres: adiciziry commy O A0ge How far: Shortest air distance?? B168p, ;) qA2 miles

i

3 Nezmres: U. S o Sz== bighway mnn: Highway pirection from P. 0. west Distance 125_yds

% Nazmme of mesrest rziroed station ¥ B C Name of railroad Fla. Bast Coast
I. Iis=mee Oy road 3o r=—Fro=d station {.ﬂ}_)_ﬂ_ﬂz!_m__ Direction from post office __west
3. Sheruess s CGsnanee o nesvest tracks _ S70_yds Direction from post office ... W€t --

I So=wms or Doedes oF wEa=r nesrest to your office:
Nzmne Direction from post office Distance

Izdisn River Bast 50 yds

B Prss Tezgrest T Fomr office (one in each general direction) :. )
Sare County Birection fromt your office  Distance by road

Xims Brevard . north 4} miles
indi=n Zwer City Brevard south 3 miles

Railroad From where? _ 3tusville Fla,
G (Railroad, star route, rural route, etc.) )

D ¥ Epa;;)/f_g 17 1942
o Y (Signed) f é‘ : /

— JEIUSVE LH. Ec F}L d‘\\\a Postmaster.

Post office

LTS5 Teescmr Feger
(OVER) 16—0077

.
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