 The Case of Congressman Smalls-

Some time ago, RomerT Suauis, a
colored member of the State Scoate of .
South Carolins, was coavicted by a Sonth-
Carolina court of malfessance in his
oficial capacity, and the prospect was
‘that he was a candiGste for 8 term in the
peniteumxy. While thesa proceedings
were pending, or perhaps before they
were ingtituted, Suarrs was elected &
member of Congress from the Fifth
South Carolina district, and there were
suspicions, if not positive evidence, that
he was the victim of unjust persecution,
instigated by political Jealousy and parti-
san proscription. The matter has recent-
1y been brought to the notice of the
United States Supreme Court, on a peti-
tion for a writ of error, which wril bas
just been granted by Chief Justice Warre,
and the proceedings of the State court
will be revised by the United States cir.
‘coit court, where an jmparial and uo-
prejudiced hearing will be accorded the
defendaat, and there is not much doubt
‘but he will be rizhtfally acquitted. His
‘congressional term closes os the fourth of
March next, so that he will hardly bave &
chance to stand in his place and =zct free
from the imputation of a eriminel violator
of law, however innocent he may be or the
chgrgcs sgainst him,



