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Novel View of Enforced Integration

The optimistic, affirmative, con-
ciliatory point of view expressed
by Zora NEALE HURSTON, the Negro

author in the article republished
at the bottom of this page is one
that deserves wide circulation, We
commend Miss HursTON’S senti-
ments to some of our colored
friends.

No doubt she is being bombard-
ed already with bandanna hand-
kerchiefs from members of the
NAACP, She anticipates this charge
of being a “handkerchief head” in
her letter to the Orlandc paper,
and is ready for it.

Some 15 years ago, this same dis-
tinguished Negro novelist and play-
wright, who is a graduate of Barn-
ard College and the holder of both
RoseNwALD and GUGGENHEIM fel-
lowships, wrote concerning her col-
lege days in the 1920’s:

I saw that what was being written
by Negro authors was all on the
dame theme—the race problem and
saturated with our sorrows. By the

time I graduated from college, I had
sensed the falsity of the picture, be-
cause I did not find that sorrow. We
talk about the race problem a great
deal, but go on living and laughing
and striving like everybody else. So
I saw that what as being written
and declaimed was a pose. A Negro
writer and speaker was supposed to
say those things. It has such a defi-
nite pattern as to become approxi-

mately folklore. 'So I made up my
mind to write about my people as
they are, and not to use the tradi-
tional lay figures.

It is evident from the fcregoing
that M1ss HursToN is an extraordi-

narily courageous woman, and that
she does her own thinking. It is not
particularly surprising, then, to.
find her writing, “I regard the rul-
ing of the United States Supreme
Court [outlawing segregation in the
public schools] as insulting rather
than honoring my race.

She gets no satisfaction, she says,
from a “court order for somebody
to associate with me who does not
wish me to be near them.” She sees
no reason why Negroes should in-
sist on going to school with white
children, if facilities in the colored
schools are equally good. She “can
see no tragedy in being too dark
to be invited to a white school so-
cial affair.”

Many highly cultivated Negroes
disagree sincerely with Miss Hurs-
TON in the foregoing. Others agree
with her, but are afraid to say so,
for fear of bringing down upon
their heads a barrage from the
NAACP. At all events, this intelli-
gent and able Negro author is to
be thanked for her willingness to
say what she thinks, irrespective
of the consequences. There are too
few like her—in both races.



A Negro Deplores the Segregation Decision . . . . . ..

The following comments by Zora Neale
Hurston, noted Negro author, arpeared
in g letter which she wrote to the Senti-
nel.

I PROMISED GOD and some other re-
sponsible characters, including a bench of
bishops, that I was not going to part my
lips concerning the United States Supreme
Court decision on ending segregation in the
public schools of the South. But since a
lot of tima has passed and no one seems
to touch on what to me appears to be the
most important point in the hassle, I break
my silence just this once. Consider me as
just thinking out loud. ’

The whole matter revolves around the -

self-respect of my people. How much satis-
faction can I get from a court order for
somebody tc associate with me who does
not wish me near them? The American
Indian has never been spoken of as a
minority and chiefly because there is no
whine in the Indian. Certainly he fought,
and valiantly for his lands, and rightfully
so, but it is inconceivable of an Indian to
seek forcible association with anyone, His
well-known pride and self-respect would
save him from that. I take the Indian
position.
* * *

NOW A GREAT CLAMOR will arise in

certain quarters that I seek to deny the

Negro children of the South their rights,
and therefore I am one of those “handker-
chief-head niggers” who bow low before the
white man and sell out my own people out
of cowardice, However, an analytical
glance will show that that is not the case.
1f there are not adequate Negro schools
in Florida, and there is some residual, some
inherent and unchangeable quality in white

schools, impossible to duplicate anywhere °

else, then I am the first to insist that
Negro children of Florida be allowed to
share this boon. But if there are adequate
Negro schools and prepared instructors-and
instructions, then-there is nothing different
except the presence of white people.

For this reason, I regard the ruling cf
the United States Supreme Court as in-
sulting rather than honoring my race.
Since the days of the never-to-be-suf-
ficiently-deplored Reconstruction, there has
been current the belief that there is no
greater delight to Negroes than physical
association with* whites. The doctrine of
the white mare. Those familiar with the
habits of mules are aware that any mule,
if not restrained, will automatically follow
a white mare. Dishonest mule-traders
made money out of this knowledge in the
old days. ’

* * *
LEAD A WHITE MARE along a country
road and slyly open the geate and the,

mules in the lot would run out and follow
this mare. This ruling being conceived

and brought forth in a sly political medium

Zora Neale Hurston

with eyes on '56, and brought forth in the
same spirit and for the same purpose, it is
clear that they have taken the old notion

to heart and acted upon it. It is a cunning.

opening of the barnyard gate with the
white mare ambling past. We are cxpeqted

" to hasten pell-mell after her.

It is most astonishing that this should be

tried just when the nation is exerting itself .

to shake off the evils of Communist pene-
tration. It is to be recalled that Moscow,
being made aware of this folk belief, made
it the main plank in their campaign to win
the American Negro from the 1920’s on. It
was the come-on stuff. Join the party and
get yourself a white wife or husband. To
supply the expected demand, the party had
scraped up this-and-that off of park
benches and skid rows and held them in
stock for us. The highest types of Negroes
were held to be just panting to get hold
of one of these objects. Seeing how flat
that program fell, it is astonishing that it
would be so soon revived. Politics does
indeed make strange bedfellows.
® ® ®

BUT THE SOUTH had better beware in

another direction. While
frantic over the segregation ruling, it had
better keep its eyes open for more im-
portant things:
ment by fiat has béen rammed down its
throat., It is possible that the end of segre-

it is being -

One instance of govern-

,gation is not here and never meant to be
here at present, but the attention of the
South directed on what was calculated to
keep us busy while more ominous things
were brought to pass. The stubborn South
and the Midwest kept this nation from
being dragoed farther {o the left than it
was during the New Deal.

But what if it is contemplated to do
away with the two-party system and arrive
at government by administrative decree?
No questions allowed and no information

given out from the administrative depart-

ment? We could get more rulings on the
same subject and more far-reaching any
day. It pays to w2igh every saying and
action, -however trivial, as indicating a
trend.

In the ruling on segregation, the unsus-
pecting nation might have witnessed a
trial balloon. A relatively safe one, since
it is sectional and on a matter not likely
to arouse other sections of the nation to
the support of the South, If it goes off
fairly well, a precedent has heen estab-
lished. Government by fiat can replace the
Constitution. You don't have to credit me
with too much intelligence and penetration,
Jjust so you watch carefully and think,

* x *
MEANWHILE, PERSONALLY, I am not
delighted, I am not persuaded and ele-
vated by the white mare technique. Negro

’ Zora Neale Hurston, in the Orlando (Fla.) Sentinel

schools in the State are in very good shape
and on the improve, We are fortunate in
having Dr. D. E. Williams as head and
driving force of Negro instruction. Dr.’
Williams is relentless in his drive to im-
prove both physical equipment and teacher
quality. He has accomplished wonders in
the 20 years past and it is to he expected
that he will double that in the future.

It is well known that I have no sympathy
nor respect for the “tragedy of color”
school of thought among us, whose foun-
tain-head is the pressure group concerned
in this court ruling. I can see no tragedy
in being too dark to be invited to a white
school social affair. The Supreme Court
would have pleased me more if they had
concerned themselves about enforcing the
compulsory education provisions for
Negroes in the South as is done for white
children. The next 10 years would be
better spent in appointing truant officers
and looking after conditions in the homes
from which the children come. Use to the
limit what we already have,

Them's my sentiments and I am sticking
by them. Growth from within, Ethijcal

" and cultural desegregation. It is a contra-

diction in terms to scream race pride and
equality while at the same time spurning -
Negro teachers and self-association, That
old white mare business can go racking
on down the road for all I care.
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